HisTorIC REVIEW COMMISSION

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY HISTORIC NOMINATION FORM

HRC Staff Use Only

2. CURRENT NAME OF PROPERTY:
Catahecassa Monument

Fee Schedule

Please make check payable to Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh
Individual Landmark Nomination: $100.00
District Nomination: $250.00

1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY:

Snyder Spring/Catahecassa Fountain

3. LOCATION
a. Street: E. Circuit Rd.

b. City, State, Zip Code: 40.435499, -79.935633

c. Neighborhood: Schenley Park

4. OWNERSHIP

d. Owner(s): City of Pittsburgh (CitiParks)

e. Street: 512 City County Building, 414 Grant Street

f. City, State, Zip Code: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15219

Phone: (412) 255-2539

CLASSIFICATION AND USE — Check all that apply

Type Ownership

[ IStructure [] Private — home

[] District [ ] Private — other

X Site X Public — government
X Object [] Public - other

[] Place of religious worship

Current Use:

Decorative, Monument




6. NOMINATED BY:
a. Name: Matthew Falcone
b. Street: 1501 Reedsdale Street, Suite 5003
c. City, State, Zip:_Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233
d. Phone: (412) 256-8755 Email: mfalcone@preservationpgh.org

7. DESCRIPTION
Provide a narrative description of the structure, district, site, or object. If it has been altered over time,
indicate the date(s) and nature of the alteration(s). (Attach additional pages as nheeded)

If Known:
a. Year Built: 1906-1907
b. Architectural Style: Realism, Bas-relief
c. Architect/Builder:  Unkown

Narrative: See attached.

8. HISTORY
Provide a history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include a bibliography of sources consulted. (Attach
additional pages as needed.) Include copies of relevant source materials with the nomination form (see
Number 11).

Narrative: See attached.

9. SIGNIFICANCE
The Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances, Title 11, Historic Preservation, Chapter 1: Historic Structures,
Districts, Sites and Objects lists ten criteria, at least one of which must be met for Historic Designation.
Describe how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of these criteria and complete a
narrative discussing in detail each area of significance. (Attach additional pages as needed)

The structure, building, site, district, object is significant because of (check all that apply):
1. [ Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity;

2. X lIts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development
of the City of Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United
States;

3. X Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or
craftsmanship;

4. [] Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh,
the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

5. X Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;




10.

11.

6. [X Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

7. [X Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of
the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the
United States;

8. X Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement
significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may
lack individual distinction;

9. [X Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related
theme expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that
may or may not be contiguous; or

10. [X] Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing
an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City
of Pittsburgh.

Narrative: See attached.

INTEGRITY

In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that meets
any one or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design,
materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration”. (Attach additional
pages as needed)

Narrative:

NOTIFICATION/CONSENT OF PROPERTY OWNER(S)

1.3(a)(2) Community information process.

Preceding submission of a nomination form for a District, the Historic Review Commission shall conduct
at least one (1) public information meeting within or near the boundaries of the proposed district, which
shall include at least one (1) member of the Department of City Planning and one (1) Commission
member, to discuss the possible effects of designation. Notice shall be given to the owners of property in
the proposed district in accordance with Section 1.3(b) below. The final public information meeting shall
be held no more than six months before the nomination form is submitted.

1.3(a)(1)(a) Subsection F.

In the case of a nomination as a Historic District, by community-based organizations or by any
individual, but in either event the nomination shall be accompanied by a petition signed by the owners of
record of twenty-five (25) percent of the properties within the boundaries of the proposed District.

- Please attach documentation of your efforts to gain property owner’s consent.-

** The nomination of any religious property shall be accompanied by a signed letter of consent from the
property’s owner.




12. PHOTO LOGS: Please Attach
13. BIBLIOGRAPHY: Please Attach

14. NOMINATION FORM PREPARED BY:

a. Name: Preservation Pittsburgh

b. Street: 1501 Reedsdale St., Suite 5003

City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233
Phone: (412) 256.8755 Email: info@preservationpgh.org

e

e. Signature:




HisTorIC REVIEW COMMISSION

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

HISTORIC NOMINATION — INSTRUCTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE NOMINATION FORM

1.

2.

Indicate the original name of the property if it is currently known by a different name; e.g. Union Station.
Indicate the current name of the property

Indicate the street address for the property. For districts, attach a separate sheet listing the street address of
each property included in the nomination and a clear street map of the area showing the boundaries of the
proposed district.

Indicate the owner of the property and his or her mailing address. For districts, attach a separate sheet listing
the owner of each property and his or her mailing address.

Check the classification as indicated.

a. “Historic Structure” means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires directly or
indirectly, a permanent location on the land, including walks, fences, signs, steps and sidewalks at
which events that made a significant contribution to national, state or local history occurred or which
involved a close association with the lives of people of nations, state or local significance; or an
outstanding example of a period, style, architectural movement, or method of construction; or one of
the last surviving works of a pioneer architect, builder or designer; or one of the last survivors of a
particular style or period of construction.

b. “Historic District” means a defined territorial division of land which shall include more than one (1)
contiguous or related parcels of property, specifically identified by separate resolution, at which
events occurred that made a significant contribution to national, state, or local history, or which
contains more than one historic structure or historic landmarks, or which contains groups, rows or
sets of structures or landmarks, or which contains an aggregate example of a period, style,
architectural movements or method of construction, providing distinguishing characteristics of the
architectural type or architectural period it represents.

C. “Historic Site” means the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or
activity, or a building or structure whether standing, ruined or vanished, where the location itself
maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing structures.

d. *“Historic Object” means a material thing of historic significance for functional, aesthetic cultural or
scientific reasons that may be, by nature or design, moveable yet related to a specific setting or
environment.

Indicate the person(s) responsible for the nomination. Please note: According to the Historic Preservation
Ordinance:

Historic Review Commission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 — (412) 255-2243 5




“Nomination of an

area, property, site, or object for consideration and designation as a Historic Structure,

Historic District, Historic Site, or Historic Object may be submitted to the Historic Review Commission by
any of the following:

The Mayor
A Member
A Member
A Member
The Owner
nomination

®ao0 o

of the City of Pittsburgh

of the Historic Review Commission

of the City Planning Commission

of the Pittsburgh City Council

of Record or any person residing in the City of Pittsburgh for at least one year (for the
of a Historic Structure, Site or Object)

f. A signed petition of 25% of the owners of record (for the nomination of a Historic District)

7. Write a physical description of the nominated property or district. Include the following information as

applicable:

architectural style(s)

arrangement of architectural elements
building materials

method(s) of construction

visual character

street pattern

density

type and arrangement of buildings
topography

history of the development of the area

8. Provide a narrative history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include the following information when

available:

History of the development of the area;

Circumstances which brought the structure, district, site, or object into being;

Biographical information on architects, builders, developers, artisans, planners, or others
who created or contributed to the structure, district, site, or object;

Contextual background on building type(s) and/or style(s);

Importance of the structure, district, site, or object in the larger community over the course
of its existence.

Include a bibliography of all sources consulted at the end. Where historical information is
uncertain or disputed, reference sources in the text.

9. Listed below are the categories and criteria for historic designation as set forth in the Pittsburgh Historic
Preservation Ordinance. Describe in detail how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of the
criteria.  According to that legislation in Section 1.4 of the Pittsburgh Historic Preservation Ordinance,
Criteria for Designation, a building must meet at least one of the following criteria in order to be designated:

1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity;

2. lts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural,

histor
Pittsb

ic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of
urgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity,
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship;

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual

work

is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of

Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

Historic Review Commission
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5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the
cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction;

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme
expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may
not be contiguous; or

10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of
Pittsburgh.

10. In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that meets any one
or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design, materials, and
workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration.”

11. The nomination must be accompanied by evidence that the nominator has made a good-faith effort to
communicate his or her interest in the historic designation of this landmark or district to the owner(s) of these
properties. Describe how this was done, and attach evidence that the owner(s) of the nominated landmark or
of the properties within the nominated district have been informed of the nomination. This may include a
copy of a notification letter with a mailing list, a letter confirming phone calls, or a petition signed by affected
property owners.

12. Clear photographs of the nominated buildings or districts should accompany the nomination form. The
applicant shall include photographs of all elevations of an individual building and its setting, or the front
elevation of each building in a district. In the case of closely spaced buildings or rowhouses, several
buildings may be included in one photograph. Each photograph must be labeled with the street address of the
building(s) and the month and year the photograph was taken.

13. Copies of major supporting documents should accompany the nomination form. Such documents may
include, but are not limited to:

historic photographs;

historic and contemporary maps;

historic or contemporary texts describing the subject property or district;

historic or contemporary texts describing people, places, or events that comprise the
historic context of the subject property or district.

o Oversized materials (such as architectural drawings) and materials too fragile to copy may
be accepted.

PLEASE NOTE: It is the responsibility of the nominator to provide the Historic Review Commission and its Staff
with information sufficient to fairly evaluate the nomination. Incomplete nomination forms will not be accepted.
Fee must be included. Nominations must be submitted in both electronic and hard-copy format.

Historic Review Commission
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CHECKLIST: INSERT NAME OF PROPERTY HERE

X #1-6 Nomination Form: Address, Ownership, Classification, Nominator Info.
X] #7: Description
X] #8: History

X] #9: Significance

X #10 Integrity

= #11 Consent of Property Owners

X #12 Photographs of Property: numbered and labeled
= #13 List of Supporting Documents

X Fee

X Hard-Copy nomination

= Electronic nomination (Word Format for text).

Historic Review Commission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 — (412) 255-2243




Catahecassa Fountain (Snyder Spring) Addendum
7. Description

The Catahecassa Fountain is roughly-hewn granite stele with a bas-relief bust of Chief Catahecassa
located above a bronze plaque bearing the inscription:

Catahecassa, Blackhoof, war chief of the Shawnees, was present at the defeat of Braddock in
1755 and took part in all subsequent wars until the treaty of Greenville in 1795, after which he
remained a friend and ally of the United States.

Below the plaque is small hole, where a spigot once allowed water to flow into a small basin, which is
also filled in.

It appears that the Catahecassa Fountain has undergone several minor alterations times in its history
although the precise date of these cannot be traced to a specific point in time.

The original structure that graced Snyder’s Spring as depicted in the Pittsburgh Press article dated May
14, 1889 consisted of a small stone alcove, immediately adjacent to a small pathway leading up to the

Neill Log Cabin.* The location of the Catahecassa Monument in other depictions would indicate it was
connected to the same spring.

The current location of the fountain, in comparison to historic photographs, indicates the original
surrounding landscaping has been either removed or altered and the placement of the fountain —or
width of the adjacent road — altered. An article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette dated December 17, 1928
indicates that the effigy of “Chief Catahegasso [sic]” was damaged and repaired in 1922 and that vandals
had, during the night of December 16™, 1928, “demolished [the] stone effigy”.> An image of the spring
from the City of Pittsburgh Photographer’s collection dated the spring of 1922 appears to confirm this
account as the tip of Catahecassa’s nose is missing (Fig. 1). From recent examination, it is apparent that
the tip of Catahecassa’s nose has been repaired using concrete (Fig. 2).

8. History

The precise origin date Snyder Spring is unknown. The first reference to the spring can be found in a
Pittsburgh Daily Post article dated June 12, 1890, which describes a delegation’s visit to the park that
included Chief Bigelow and Superintendent McKnight. The article states:

In an old spring house below the Beers mansion — which is a log house — there is another spring
that flows not only perennially, but sends out the same diurnal volume of water, no matter what
the season is. The old spring house will be preserved.

! “Sketches at the Springs.” The Pittsburgh Press, May 14, 1899.
? “Vandals Ruin Effigy.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 17, 1928.



The same article describes the water of this spring is so abundant the water running between its banks
may be considered a “run” in and of itself. It also describes the steep hillside on which the visitors
“jumped” and “rolled down” in order to reach the spring from the aforementioned log cabin.?

The lithograph print in a the Pittsburgh Press article dated May 14, 1889 roughly matches the Pittsburgh
Daily Post’s description although the inclusion of a pathway from the log cabin in the latter in concert
with the previous description suggestions an alteration in between dates of publication or an
incomplete description from the former article.*

The current fountain to grace Snyder Springs was conceived after the Fourth of July celebrations of
1906. Approximately $2,403 remained in the “Fourth of July fund” and a pole of the donors favored
giving approximately $900 dollars to erect a new fountain in Schenley Park and $1,500 to the milk and
ice association. Then Director of Public Works, James W. Clark, followed this guidance and by
September 23, 1906 the design of the fountain was complete and published.> By May 28" 1907 the
fountain was completed, installed, and contextually landscaped (Fig. 3).

* “Wild Indian Stories.” The Pittsburgh Press, June 12, 1890.
* “Sketches at the Springs.” The Pittsburgh Press, May 14, 1899.
> “Drinking Fountain in the Park will Recall Indian Days.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, September 23, 1906.



9. Significance

2. lts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural, historic,
architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of Pittsburgh,
State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

There are two people associated with the Catahecassa Fountain that significantly contributed to
the historic and architectural development of Pittsburgh, Catahecassa (Fig. 4) and James W.
Clark (Fig. 5). Catahecassa, a Shawnee Chief was present at General Braddock’s Defeat in 1755
during the French and Indian War, which was the failed British attempt to capture Fort
Duquesne from the French. Catahecassa also fought at the Battle of Fallen Timbers and
represented the Shawnee at the signing of the 1975 Treaty of Greeneville, which ended
hostilities between Native Americans and European-American settlers in Ohio.® Catahecassa is
perhaps best known, and most influential for his peace work in the early 19" century. He was
an avid proponent of adopting the customs of European-American settlers and helped rapidly
change Shawnee society to one agrarian in nature. He also refused to join in Tecumseh and the
Prophet’s revolt against European-American encroachment, instead choosing to lead his people
to Kansas to avoid confrontation.’

Director J.W. Clark was born in Washington, Pa. from a prominent family that played an active
role in the Revolutionary War and founding Old Jefferson College in Canonsburg. Clark began
his working life as a Western Union Telegraph office and quickly took up employment with the
City of Pittsburgh. In 1896 he was employed as a street inspector under Director E.M. Bigelow
and was promoted to book keeper at Schenley Park in 1898. In 1901 he was appointed as an
assistant superintendent of the Bureau of Highways and Sewers and only six months after was
appointed Director of the Department of charities under Mayor Hayes. After several years of
service, J.W. Clark was appointed as the Director of Public Works by the newly elected Mayor
Guthrie who described the Director as “a useful and loyal man, faithful and greatly devoted to
his work. He made a splendid record in office.”® It was J.W. Clark who commissioned the
Catahecassa Fountain and selected the subject matter of the bas-relief sculpture that adorns its

facade.

Unfortunately, a thorough search failed to identify for the name of the sculptor (or sculptors)
who carved the fountain. This information may rest with records kept by the Department of
Public Works, which were not accessed.

e Hurt, R. Douglas. The Ohio Frontier: Crucible of the Old Northwest, 1720-1830. Bloomington, IN: Indiana
University Press, 1996.

7 “Catahecassa,” Ohio History Central, June 27, 2016, http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Catahecassa.
8 “Director J.W. Clark is Dead.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, February 11, 1907.



5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

Within the City of Pittsburgh, the Catahecassa Monument is the only natural spring
which has been fronted with a decorative, bas-relief stele. It is only one of three
remaining springs that remain within the City.

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

The location of the current fountain within the documented pictorial history of Snyder
Spring suggests that the natural spring, and elements of the original structure to grace
the site, may still exist behind the current fountain. Discussion with Director Clark of the
Department of Public Works also allude to the existence of a narrow shaft several inches
across that exists between the Neill Log Cabin and the Catahecassa Monument, which
may give some indication as to whether or not the spring after the Catahecassa addition
ran on natural spring water or was plumbed with City water.’

Additionally, the number of people reported to have used this spring over several
centuries suggest the site may contain artifacts relevant to the history and development
of Pittsburgh and the immediate neighborhood. That the site has remained relatively

undeveloped since its creation as a park would also suggest that artifacts may exist in
abundance.

7. lIts association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

See section 9.

° Michael Gable. Oral Interview, 24 June 2016, by Matthew W.C. Falcone in Michael Gabel’s Department of Public
Works Office. Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.



9. lts representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme
expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may not
be contiguous; or

The history of natural springs within the City of Pittsburgh is exceptionally complex and
one marked by a notable absence in peer-reviewed literature. This is, perhaps, because
of the nature of the springs themselves, an ever-shifting narthex between the natural
and built worlds, as well as because of their fragmented of their presence throughout
the City.

Geological & Early History

Natural springs have played an important part in human development and their history
in Western Pennsylvania, particularly in Pittsburgh, is no exception. Western
Pennsylvania is marked with a number of springs that stretch throughout Appalachia,
many of which are now marked by small towns bearing their names: Berkley Springs,
Seven Springs, etc. What sets the springs within the City of Pittsburgh apart from their
rural counterparts is the confluence of topography, population density, and cultural
interaction.

During Pittsburgh’s early development, these springs provided European-American
settlers a generally clean source of drinking water and some of the earliest roads in the
area, Nemacolin Trail and Forbes Road, cut through the forest and purposefully
remained near to some of the larger springs, like Snyder Spring, to provide fresh
drinking water to travelers.’® And Western Pennsylvania was littered with many
different geological types of natural spring from which early settler could choose. The
simplest spring, according to Stanley N. Davis, a professor of geology at Stanford
University sets forth, is one where the land surface intersects the water table of an area,
which is a common feature in hilly Pittsburgh and is the type of spring we see in Voegtly
Spring (Fig. 6). These springs, however, are largely dependent on the amount of rainfall
the area receives and can run dry. Additionally, the ground material may not provide
adequate filtration, leaving the water susceptible to disease and parasites.’* Ancient
tectonic activity in the Appalachians also create another type of spring whereby geologic
faults (a fracture in the earth’s crust where subsurface rocks have broken and slid past
one another) bring deep ground water to the land’s surface where it is discharged (Fig.
7).12

1% Charles McCollester, The Point of Pittsburgh, Production and Struggle at the Forks of the Ohio, (Pittsburgh:
Allegheny Commercial Printing, 2008).

! Stanly Davis & R.J.M. DeWiest, Hydrology, (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1966).

2 Francis H. Cha pelle, Wellsprings, a Natural History of Bottled Spring Water (New Brunswick, New Jersey, and
London: Rutgers University Press, 2005), pp. 34-37.



Unfortunately, records of springs and the role they played in Pittsburgh’s early
development are obscure and the first we see them enter into the official records is at
the end of the 19" century. In a petition to Pittsburgh City Council dated April 3, 1912
the petitioners mention that “On the old Voegtly Place is a spring that has supplied the
people of that section with the purest of water for the past fifty years or more.” " This
would place the spring as serving a function in the community around 1860, which is the
oldest document reference to a spring within Pittsburgh (then Allegheny City). Similarly
in an advertisement printed in the Pittsburgh Daily Post on July 26, 1893 from E.M.
Hukill, president of the Apollo Spring Water Company challenges the public of
Pittsburgh’s East End to prove claims that the company obtains its bottled water from
Howe Spring."* What is particularly significant about this article is that it pre-exists the
construction of the Alden & Harlow spring on the site by three years, indicating that the
spring was an active water source to the community before a formal structure was
dedicated on the site and confirms elements of a later article which recounts the
spring’s ancient history.™

Popularity & Form

Technological advances at the dawn of the Victorian Era helped to spur development
outside, and in the further reaches, of the City. It is during this time we see established
springs, like that in Thaw’s Spring in Beechwood take on a new form (Fig. 8). From the
etching of the spring from the Pittsburgh Press dated May 14™ 1899 shows that the
once natural spring has now been enclosed in stone, elevated for greater access, and
encircled by a large pond to capture the unused run off.'® This image directly contrasts
with that of the Daily Post etching from August 8, 1897 which shows the “Sylvan
Avenue’s Natural Spring” in which a flowing stream of water can be seen emerging from
just under the tree roots (Fig. 9)."

We see a similar attention to springs paid in the trolley line suburbs that arose during
this time. From July 13" 1905’s Pittsburgh Daily Post, we see an advertisement for
Brookline, the “15-Minute Suburb” with an image of the newly renovated Brookline
Spring on Berkshire Ave. The image of the walled spring shows a well-manicured garden
on either side of a wide promenade encircling the spring and several well-dressed
figures gathering just in front of the spring (Fig. 10). The author states the preservation
of the spring:

B B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm, Robinson
Road, 24" Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.

14 “p Chance for an East Ender.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, July 26, 1893.

!> “Gen. Howe Fountain.” Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.

16 “Sketches at the Springs.” The Pittsburg Press, May, 14, 1899.

Y “Hazelwood Hill Springs.” The Pittsburgh Daily Post, August 8, 1897.



...signifies that we are not only bending our energies to establish improvements
of magnitude, like the great Brookline T-railed, double-tracked trolley and
Brookline’s twenty-five miles of Porterblocked paved streets, macadamized
streets, sanitary sewers streets, granolithic-stone sidewalks, city-water mains,
gas mains and electric-lighted streets, but that we are quick to introduce any
valued luxury that will contribute to the property’s unusualness and to the
welfare of the people who locate on it.*®

This contrast of a list of modern amenities with an image of a newly renovated spring
draws attention to the changing place that springs played to the Victorian mind. No
longer were springs a necessary, functional part of a community but one used for
defining a community and creating a sense of place. Interestingly the Freehold Real
Estate Co. who took out the advertisement use the Brookline Spring to convey a sense
of luxury, going so far as to claim “the water is pure, sparkling, ice cold, and as
inexhaustible as that of the famous Howe Spring on Fifth Avenue, in the East End.”

The equation of luxury and Howe Spring is not without merit. Since its inception as a
publically-accessible spring after the Johnstown Flood, Howe Springs was meant to
convey a sense of grandeur that permeated the Gilded Age aesthetic. The exact design
of the original version of Howe Springs has, unfortunately, not been recorded so its
precise design and interaction with Fifth Ave. can only be speculated. We do get a sense
of some of the spring’s early history from the Pittsburgh Press’ October 18", 1896 article
which states the natural spring sat near fifty feet back from Fifth Ave., and it was an
“Indian Settlement” and after the property was acquired by General Thomas Howe, it
was renamed “Greystone” spring. The first recorded structure was designed by one of
the nation’s most prominent architectural firms, Alden & Harlow (constructed by John
Shreiner of Allegheny for $5,000), and has been thoroughly documented. The
Pittsburgh Press describes the future structure by stating:

The fountain will be in the form of a semi-circular polished granite wall, 20 feet
in diameter and nine feet high, with the end of the wall flush with the pavement
on Fifth Avenue. In the center of the fountain and rising somewhat higher than
the rest of the wall is a square tower-like well, which contains the fountain
proper. On the entablature beneath the curved cornice appears the inscription
“Howe spring, erected to the memory of Thomas M. Howe.” Beneath this is an
elliptical niche, four feet high and 1 foot deep, in the center of which, carved in
bas relief, is a swimming dolphin. From its open mouth the water will issue. A
broad granite basin will be place beneath it to catch the water.”

This description is supported by the numerous lithographs and photographs of the
spring (Figs.11-16). We are given a clue as to why such an elaborate structure was

1 “Brookline, the 15-Minute Suburb.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, July 13, 1905.
% “Gen. Howe Fountain.” The Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.



created for the springs by the actions of Thomas Howe’s wife after his death. His wife
was responsible for the creation of the Alden & Harlow addition to the spring and in an
effort to ensure the spring will forever provide water to the public and honor her
husband’s memory offered the spring, and surrounding land, to the City along with an
endowment of $75,000 managed by a board of trustees® . For reasons unknown, this
plan failed to materialize but it is clear that the Howe Family wished that the spring
would continue to be accessible to the public. In the sale of Greystone to the
Benedums, the Howe descendants included a strong stipulation requiring for the
upkeep of the spring and that the public may continue to freely access its water.?!

Through a series of unfortunate, if not suspect, circumstances the Alden & Harlow Howe
Spring met a rather unceremonious demise shortly after Benedum acquired the
property in 1910. On April 5, 1911 the Pittsburgh Daily Post reported that after the
water in Howe Spring was founded to be impure by the City Water Bureau, workers —
perhaps inadvertently or on purpose — destroyed the spring house that fed the spring.
Howe’s descendants, who “...in refusing substantial offers for the strip of ground, which
has a frontage of 100 feet in Fifth avenue, to insure the public of perpetual access to this
source of a pure natural water supply...” quickly took action against the City and the
current owner.”> By April 6, the architect working on constructing the new Benedum
Estate, W.H. Van Tine, had proposed a new design for the spring house, averting further
crisis.> On April 7" it was reported that in addition to the replacement of the spring
house, plans were made for the construction of a new spring on Fifth avenue and that
these plans already had the approval of the public works department.?* The spring
designed and constructed by W.H. Van Tine in 1912 is the Howe Spring that remains
with us today (Fig. 17). While it is an exceptional example of the system of springs that
existed in Pittsburgh it does call attention to the public-private relationship surrounding
these springs. Perhaps nowhere was this relationship more evident than with in the
many parks around the City.

Springs in Pittsburgh Parks

Due to the topographical nature of the City, natural springs were, and continue to be, a
common feature in most neighborhoods. It was in many of the newly formed parks,
however, that the natural springs would become an attraction, often adopting structural
and stylistic elements to reflect popular design and aesthetic trends. This was
particularly true of the Victorian Era, when park design centered on creating a balance
between the perception of the natural world and a heavily manicured green

20 “Amateur Sports.” The Pittsburgh Press, September 28, 1896.

*! Deed of Sale from George W. Guthrie et al to Sarah Nancy Benedum, 27 December 1910, Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania, Deed Book vol. 1695, pp. 127-130. County Recorder's Office, Pittsburgh, Pa.

22 “\War on Over Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 5, 1911.

2 “plan to Improve the Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 6, 1911.

** “To Protect Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 7, 1911.



environment. The trend is largely viewed as a reaction against society’s rapid
industrialization and has a visual manifestation in the use of natural materials.

Highland Park’s “Rustic Spring” is, perhaps, a prime example of this aesthetic (Fig. 18).
The spring is quite literally off the beaten path, partially situated in an alcove obscured
from view by a railing composed entirely of unrefined, untreated wooden branches that
appear to be quickly succumbing to the vines and undergrowth they frame. Here only
the newel post, consisting of an upended log, shows signs of refinement in that its
crown has been refined to a point. Near to it, the balusters of the railing are placed at
sporadic intervals and at differing angles, which sharply contrasts to the strong
horizontal lines of the stairway on right. The spring itself is framed by rocks and
boulders of various sizes, which appear to support a recess into the hillside and what
appears to be a cup hanging from a string is the only hint of a manufactured object in
this scene.

While the Rustic Spring is exceptional in its devotion to a “rustic” aesthetic, it is by no
means alone. We see a very similar visual in the Spring at Carnegie Lake (Image 19),
Tunnel and Spring, Highland Park (Fig. 20), and Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood (Fig. 21). At
all of these springs, we see the same visual elements the help to create, and define, a
motif — hewn stones, unrefined wooden railings, and manicured ivy and other “wild”
vines heling to seclude the natural springs. In addition to providing a rustic aesthetic, it
should be noted that this would also help to keep the water cool. Review Park also
contained a spring that reflects this rustic motif in its “Rustic Spring House” (Fig. 22).
Here we are presented with an image of a spring house that appears largely constructed
of natural materials. The walls of the springhouse appear to be made of untreated lathe
on a wooden frame, which supports a roof thatched. The same textured used to depict
the roof appears to continue to envelop one of the sides of the building, suggesting that
the springhouse supports robust vegetation similar to the views of “Rustic Spring” or
“Spring at Carnegie Lake”. It is also apparent from this etching that the springhouse was
open on at least two sides and that a path leading to both suggests it was designed for
ease of access.

The use of unrefined material for the construction of this springhouse is also
reminiscent of traditional Native American dwellings local to the region like an Iroquois
longhouse (Fig. 23) or Lanni-Lenape and Shawnee wigwams (Fig. 24). As Marilyn Evert
sets forth, this visual connection was not coincidental but reflective of a larger societal
interest in Native American culture before the turn of the 20" century.” While
Riverview Park’s Rustic Spring House and much of the information surrounding its
existence has been lost to us, the Catahecassa Monument (formerly fountain) in
Schenley Park remains and is an excellent example of the revival of interest had in
shaping this prominent spring.

» Marilyn Evert, Discovering Pittsburgh’s Sculpture (Pittsburgh, Pa.: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1983), p.196.



The Catahecassa Fountain (Image 25) is roughly-hewn granite monolith with a bas-relief
bust of Chief Catahecassa located above a bronze plaque bearing the inscription:

Catahecassa, Blackhoof, war chief of the Shawnees, was present at the defeat of
Braddock in 1755 and took part in all subsequent wars until the treaty of
Greenville in 1795, after which he remained a friend and ally of the United
States.

The original structure that graced Snyder’s Spring as depicted in the Pittsburgh Press
article dated May 14, 1889 consisted of a small stone alcove, immediately adjacent to a
small pathway leading up to the Neill Log Cabin (Fig. 26).%° The location of the
Catahecassa Monument in other depictions would indicate it was connected to the
same spring.

The current location of the stele, in comparison to historic photographs, indicates the
original surrounding landscaping has been either removed or altered and the placement
of the fountain — or width of the adjacent road — altered. An article in the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette dated December 17, 1928 indicates that the effigy of “Chief Catahegasso
[sic]” was damaged and repaired in 1922 and that vandals had, during the night of
December 16™, 1928, “demolished [the] stone effigy”.27 Demolition and vandalism
proved to be a constant threat for all of Pittsburgh’s springs but much larger forces were
at play which would ultimately lead to their demise.

Decline

Changes in technology, society, and political pressure at the turn of the 20" century
would ultimately lead to the decline of Pittsburgh’s many springs. Despite their
aesthetic value, they were increasingly seen by the City of Pittsburgh as a public health
hazard and one by one were ultimately converted to public water sources, deactivated,
or destroyed. The natural springs around Pittsburgh once provided natural and
relatively clean drinking water to countless neighborhoods but with the City’s
population booming and industrial activity on the rise, they became a dangerous, if not
deadly, contributor to one of the worst public health crisis in the City’s history, typhoid.

According to Tarr & Yosie, at the turn of the 20" century Pittsburgh had the highest
death rate — well over 100 deaths per 100,000 persons compared to the average for
northern cities of 35 deaths per 100,000 persons — of America’s largest cities.”® These
rates were even more staggering in working-class sections of Pittsburgh which attracted
large numbers of immigrants and African Americans. As a 1909 Pittsburgh Survey article

26 “Sketches at the Springs.” Pittsburgh Press, May 14, 1899.

%7 “\andals Ruin Effigy.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 17, 1928.

% Joel Tarr & Terry Yosie, “Critical Decisions in Pittsburgh Water and Wastewater Treatment,”in Devastation and
Renewal, ed. Joel Tarr (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2003), pp. 70-74
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notes, “those who could not afford to buy bottled water continued to drink filth”.” To
counter this epidemic, residents were advised to boil all drinking water but much more
aggressive steps were ultimately taken by Pittsburgh’s City Council, Pittsburgh’s Health
Department, and several private foundations. It was during this period, roughly 1890 to
1900, that the private springs in and around Pittsburgh were closed.

We see one this new negative view of the springs from Director E. M. Bigelow in an 1897
article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette whose headline reads “Increase of Typhoid Causes
Director Bigelow to Act — All Springs Considered Dangerous”. It is here Director Bigelow
proclaims that “within the next three weeks it is my intention to have all of the springs

30 Testing of all

in the city chemically analyzed and such tests will be frequently made.
springs on a regular basis would continue on a regular basis and results, which were
often grim, were regularly published in the paper. For example, in an article published
in the Pittsburgh Daily Post from September 22, 1906 states that “Only Two City Springs

Are Not Contaminated”

It was clear that once a spring was contaminated, it was closed, often permanently, to
the public. In some extreme cases we see springs that had a structural component, like
the Frick Spring located opposite the entrance to the Carnegie Institute, was destroyed
by city workmen (Fig. 27). ** Interestingly, this destruction was relatively uncommon and
exceptions to the trend of closing public access to these springs can be found. In Spring
Hill, the regrading of Robinson Road (now Damas Street) by the Department of Public
Works also eliminated a natural spring used by the community. This led to a public
petition being filed with Pittsburgh City Council and the creation of a new spring
structure (a “Type B. watering trough”) in 1912 (Fig. 28).*> While the creation of a
community spring during a period focused away from their use may seem unusual, its
location (just below farmland) and the overwhelming public support may account for its
creation. During roughly the same period we also see the temporary closure and partial
destruction of the tremendously popular Howe Spring, which was met with a
tremendous amount of controversy and public outcry. It is perhaps because of this
spring’s popularity that it was not announced until 1916 by the city’s Bureau of Water
that the natural spring feeding Howe Springs has been closed and replaced by water
from the city water supply.**

» Clayton R. Koppes and William Norris, “Ethnicity, Class, and Mortality in the Industrial City: A Case Study of
Typhoid Fever in Pittsburgh, 1890-1910,” (Journal of Urban History May 1985) 11: p.271.

30 “Spring Water Analyses.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, July 9, 1897.

3t “Only Two City Springs are Not Contaminated.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, September 22, 1906.

32 “The Frick Spring.” The Pittsburgh Press, July 17, 1906.

*B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm, Robinson
Road, 24" Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.

* “Howe Spring Water ‘Bubbles’ from Ordinary City Main.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 16, 1916.
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Despite the health concerns surrounding springs, there were times that the springs
would serve an important need in the community, particularly when the City’s water
mains were compromised. It’s recorded that at several times during the early 20"
century when a water line would break, there would be a public rush on the springs,
most notably Howe. At Voegtly Spring, residents vividly recall the role the spring played
during the Great St. Patrick’s Day Flood of 1936. On March 17, 1936 Pittsburgh was
ravaged as the three rivers exceeded 40 feet of the usual levels. Aside from immediate
rescue efforts, local authorities’ greatest concern was a water famine. Despite the
presence of water everywhere, there was very little clean water to drink because a
number of the city’s water facilities were damaged. Officials urged the population to
conserve water and boil whatever water they used from the city’s system. * The spring
on Spring Hill was never compromised during the flood and residents from across the
city of Pittsburgh flocked to the neighborhood to get clean water. In fact, the line at the
spring grew so long that some Spring Hill residents had to wait until 11pm to get water
for themselves. This provision of water helped reduce the burden on the City’s water
system to mitigate the threat of a water famine. Mrs. Fohl remembers, “Spring Hill
became the place to go to. We were without power for over a week and they told us we
had to boil all our water, but we didn’t have to worry about that. The spring got so
crowded that some people would have to wait until 11 o’clock at night to get their
water. Hospitals would come with their trucks and big containers to get the water they
needed. It should have been in the paper, but | guess word of mouth was enough for it
to get really crowded.” The spring water more directly saved lives by providing clean
water to local hospitals, who sent truckloads of large containers to collect the water
needed to treat their patients and contribute to the city’s recovery effort.*

Today natural springs still exist across all of Pittsburgh but only a handful of springs that
once had a structural component remain. Springs within the City, whether they be
natural, constructed, or a hybrid of both played an integral role in Pittsburgh’s history.
They assisted in the settlement of Pittsburgh, played an integral part in both promoting,
and perhaps hindering, the overall health and wellbeing of its residents, provided a
social gathering point for our communities, and were often the benefactors of some of
the most philanthropic endeavors of Pittsburgh’s most prominent citizens. Of all of the
springs mentioned in this section it should be noted that only Howe Springs, Voegtly
Spring, and Catahecassa Fountain (Snyder Spring) remain. Of these only Voegtly Spring
has natural spring water running through it.

> “\Water Supply Running Low.” The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. March 20, 1936.
% Bee Fohl. Oral Interview, 07 October 2010, by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near Bee Fohl’s Residence.
Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an established
and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh.

The spring has served as a prominent monument in Schenley Park since its inception.
While there is not neighborhood, per se, the park is used by Pittsburghers from all
neighborhoods and the park has, for much of its existence, attracted day trippers from
all around Western Pa. The Catahecassa Fountain is located at one of the park’s most
prominent intersections, E. Circuit Drive & Serpentine Drive (which is in itself one of
Pittsburgh’s most famous roadways) and for much of its existence provided water to
those using the park. This is perhaps best illustrated in the etching of Snyder Fountain
(Fig. 26) where a gentleman and his horse rest immediately in front of the spring, again
in a photograph of Dr. Fred A. Schade and family in their car (Fig. 29), and in a
photograph of James W. Phillips (Fred A. Schade’s first cousin, twice removed) standing
next to the same monument in October 27, 2013 (Fig. 30). The spring, like many other
of its park-based counterparts, would become such a noted landmark it would go on to
be captured in a postcard (Fig. 31). Interestingly the same image that is used for the
spring in the postcard also captured the Neill Log Cabin but fails to identify the building
or its function. The image of the card also identifies the springs as “Indian Springs,”
which was most likely a way to make the scene more relatable to a broader audience,
who may be unfamiliar with Catahecassa, outside of the city of Pittsburgh.

The landscaping around the spring, most visually accessible in the aforementioned
postcard, the photograph from the City Photographer’s collection, and the photograph
from Dr. Schade, is also an indication that Catahecassa Spring was specifically designed
to be an integral landmark within Schenley Park. The stele sits back from the street
framed in an alcove of tufa, a porous rock composed of calcium carbonate and formed
by precipitation from water which was commonly found around mineral springs. An
incredibly appropriate setting that speaks to the function of the site and ties in to other
constructed features found in the park, notably the “Tufa Bridges” located near the
Phipps Conservatory (Fig. 32). The vegetation, non-existent in the newspaper clipping
(Fig. 3), sparse in the postcard, and abundant in the photograph from the City
Photographer’s collection clearly shows that like its counterparts in Highland Park, it was
meant to serve both aesthetic and functional purposes.

10. Integrity

Catahecassa Monument has had minor alterations since its creation but retains a high degree of
integrity. Catahecassa’s nose has been replaced in inappropriate materials, the spigot had been
removed and filled in as has the catch basin.

13



Catahecassa Fountain (Snyder Spring) Images

Fig. 1. Catahecassa Spring, August 10, 1922, Source: Pittsburgh City Photographer
Collection: http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-
idx?rgnl=ic all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;gl=catahecassa;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmn

h;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=
hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468524351;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastvi
ew=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.221907.cp;viewid=20100929-HPICASC-0165.TIF



http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=catahecassa;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468524351;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.221907.cp;viewid=20100929-HPICASC-0165.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=catahecassa;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468524351;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.221907.cp;viewid=20100929-HPICASC-0165.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=catahecassa;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468524351;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.221907.cp;viewid=20100929-HPICASC-0165.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=catahecassa;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468524351;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.221907.cp;viewid=20100929-HPICASC-0165.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=catahecassa;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468524351;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.221907.cp;viewid=20100929-HPICASC-0165.TIF

Fig. 2. Catahecassa Bas-Relief, May 7, 2016, Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone.
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Fig. 4. Chief Catahecassa, Date Unknown, Source: Ohio History

Central: http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Catahecassa



http://www.ohiohistorycentral.org/w/Catahecassa

Fig. 5. Director James W. Clark, Februrary 11, 1907, Source: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.



Water Table

Fig. 6. How Springs Develop Where the Land Surface Intersects the Water Table. Source: U.S. Geological
Survey.



springs flowing
from where the fault
intersects land surface

Sandstone aquifer

Fig. 7. How Geologic Faults Can Bring Deep Ground Water to land Surface, Where it Discharges from
Springs. Source: U.S. Geological Survey.
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THAW'S SPRING, BEECHWOOD.

Fig. 8. Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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SYLVAN AVENLE’S NATURAL SPRING.

Fig. 9. Sylvan Avenue’s Natural Spring, August 8, 1897, Source: Pittsburgh Daily Post.



Fig. 10. Brookline Spring on Berkshire Ave, July 13, 1905, Source: Pittsburgh Daily Post.



Fig. 12. Howe Spring, 5" Av., Pittsburg, Pa., East Liberty, Postmarked April 29, 1909. Source: Postcard.



THE HOWE SPRING, ON FIFTH AVL\IUL

Tlﬁs bmﬁll _spring, on one of Pittsburg’s fashionable residence streets, is greatly appreciated by the poot,

‘ who come long distances to fill jugs and pails with its cold, delicious water.
étd...._ o - g . . 1 1

Fig. 13. The Howe Spring, on Fifth Avenue, date unknown, Source: Chatham University Archives,
publication unknown, single page removed from book.



! COOL YATERS OF HOWE SPRING |

HAVE REFRESHED MILLIONS

Unaffected by Onslaught of
| Years, Famous East End
t

Fountain Continues to Slake
ANALYSIS HAS SHOWN
Many Tender

Thirst of All Comers

Granite Pile, Erected
Memory of Early Pittsburger

A wveritable oasis in a thirsty
desert is the Howe spring at the
corner of Fif

nues, East End.
n ssemingly

e for
AN And beast through the lang hot
Ihvﬂthl of the summar and also cares for

L &hnushou: the winte:
ALat

in
Brushton, and even as far
Wikinst erive their water su|

i
come unscal

s nl lhll .rc\jun cl

ers of
ality ]il“llﬂ \!lllh ln:{
many for the past two generations have
used mo other.

An atractlve fount of Maine granite
mwrks the front of this wonderful spring
and diapenses the water through three
outlets in the shape of serpents’
':nm fountain was erectad.in 1998 by Mrs.

homas M. Howe in memory of her hus-
band, the late Genernl Thomas A Fow
a demcendant of one of the ploneer fam

-

les of | nlJ-trl n.nﬂ m one  time
mayar of city.  om face of the
artiatic ﬂ'll\lla Diia. 18 the “following ine
moription:

HOWE SPRING.
Erected of Memory of
THOMAS M. HOWE,
1858,

!
1

'
|
|

THAT STREAM IS PURE |

Recollections |
Cling Around Moss Grown |
in|

h and Highland avr-‘

The only slightly lesser demand made on |

- | &
civ ml- .ul)' |mr- Em-h new lyuhuhu Beare

-1-.

S R e Sl R
callen " Gefore

reparey e SDriag

the fountain it

that caused agitati -
the city's water supply
people Lo the spring for |hulf drlnk!ns
water.
Heady &8 is the average Amerlcan small
to avall himsslf of anything that
source of revenue, many
w and young men of the East
their pockot money by carry-
ing this water to thelr own as well os to
their nelghbors’ hosws. t all hours of

-ulun use al

|
E

the day, as well far into the night,

may wocn wmall one, Bome ho
ade, while others are of the more pre-

tentious *bouw, riety, each pro-

pelled by a small bo;

. Eolng either to or
Trom the spring.

me well loaded with buckets
and oans, attestin, th. tarprise
of the owne while nllnl‘fl

a"i‘-l partl accomem

an

or bottle.
ra have bully

Some
a

tra
pa

The water which has fowed In n ltv]dy
and undiminished stream since nd

ollection of the oldest Inhabitant, has
in In the hill on the south side
svenus. With the ndvent of tha
- C

1 ssed
on Lo one of the comlnk Keneration.

FProbably no one ls more appreciats
ive of the Howe spring than are the
employes of the lines ot the Pittsburg
Railways Co. which pass that tarminus
of Highland avenue.
time, It 18 understocd
motarman and conductor that thers wiil
be u short wait at the spring while the

t dry lan
GW!!!‘I!IIN end fell into dllhu\_

men get g drink and the bucket

FICTURES TAKEN AT THE

which Imost every car.

atlon of the Easc

fostered h -
up to llm WDHINE” Is & cominon remaris
during mer time and it is al-
Ways esced In with the greatest
Rusto by the person addressed

ndesd many are the tender recol-
lections that ,cling arcund the spring
for nearly every one of the younger
of the Eawt End set. Hardly ls there
a lm}‘:‘ ETOWR now nd |I=.e- Joy 4

ard
I!l l‘lr
ing and spont thc

& has pi bly p rrd hﬂkr}'
wonds I\rhll\d the sp

n
ned n with the
ped fron
formed an ever read.

.m..nn-g th

-p.u—xrl-\' waler -hirh h!
that

his  eap
arinki

Ths oity
Ewimmin’
BN ung
of youlh but needless to say
hoy whn o was ul"d In nm Eas

bred man

with regar
Eranite fountamn
| mna

| >

mm- <unrl"l efface ont Lhe
lections that cllng sroun

e
it

Fig. 14. Pictures Taken at The Howe Spring, March 29, 1908, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.



THE HOWE SPRING, IN FIFTH AVENUE
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New Owner of Property Will Not Destroy Public Drinking Place.
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Fig. 15. The Howe Spring, in Fifth Avenue, December 18, 1910, Source: the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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10WE SPRING, FIFTH AVENUE.

Fig. 16. Howe Spring, Fifth Avenue, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.




Fig. 17. Howe Springs, August 3, 1914, Source: Pittsburgh City Photographer
Collection: http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-

idx?rgnl=ic all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;ql=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpic
cmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpa
rk;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;|
astview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
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Fig. 18. Rustic Spring, Highland Park, Pittsburg, Pa., Postmarked May 5, 1912, Source: Postcard.



Spring at Carnegle Lake, }ighland JFark, Pitts &@,J.Tju,

Fig. 19. Spring at Carnegie Lake, Highland Park, Pittsburgh, Pa. East Liberty, Date Unknown, Source:
Postcard.



Tunnel and Spring, Xighland Park, Pitisburg, Pa. 3

Fig. 20. Tunnel and Spring, Highland Park, Pittsburg, Pa. Postmarked October 4, 1912, Source: Postcard
(Published by the Pittsburgh News Company , Pittsburg, Pa.).



THAW'S SPRING, BEECHWOOD.

Fig. 21. Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood, May 14, 1899, Source: the Pittsburgh Press.



RUSTIC SPRING HOUSE, RIVERVIEW PARK.
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Fig. 22. Rustic Spring House, Riverview Park, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.



Fig. 23. The Iroquois Longhouse, retrieved July 5, 2016, Source: Native American
NetRoots.com: http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081

Fig. 24. Shawnee Dome-shaped Wigwam, Date Unknown, Source:


http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081

Fig. 25. Catahecassa Stele, May 7, 2016, Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone.



THE SPRING, MAIN DRIVE, SCHENLEY PARK.

Fig. 26. The Spring, Main Drive, Schenley Park, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.



Opposite the entrance to Carnegie Institute. The pictu shows now the spring
| has bee ~mutilated by workmer Residents of the district have appealed Lo
H. C. Frick to have the spring restors

Fig. 27. The Frick Spring, July 17, 1906, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.




Fig. 28. Vooegtly Spring (a.k.a. Spring Hill Spring), 1940, Source:



Fig. 29. Dr. Fred A. Schade & Catahecassa Spring, October 27, 1912, Source: Fred A. Schade Photo
Album, Curtesy of James W. Phillips.



..And Now

Sunday 27 OCT 2013 - Catahecassa Monument, Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, PA

James W. Phillips, 1st cousin twice removed of Dr. Fred A. Schade, reprises his photo in Schenley Park exactly 101 years to the day
Vehicle is a 2009 Dodge Dakota Pickup Truck

Memo to my posterity: Someone needs to this for me on Sunday, 27 OCT 2115

Fig. 30. James W. Phillips & Catahecassa Monument, October 27, 2013, Source: James W. Phillips.



“=fndian-Spcings, .';.i'-:'}lﬂn

Fig. 31. Indian Springs (Catahecassa Fountain), Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, Pa., Postmark Date: August 25,
1913, Source: Postcard (the Leighton & Valentine Co., N.Y. City).
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Fig. 32. View of Bridge and Bridal Path, Schenley Park, Pittsburgh, Pa., Date Unknown, Source: Postcard
(Published by I. Robbins & Sons, Pittsburgh, Pa.).
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HisTorIC REVIEW COMMISSION

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY HISTORIC NOMINATION FORM

Fee Schedule
HRC Staff Use Only Please make check payable to Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh
Date Received: ..o Individual Landmark Nomination: $100.00
Parcel NO.: oo District Nomination: $250.00
LYY= Lo
Zoning Classification: ..., 1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY:
Bldg. INSPECLOr:......ccvveiveecieciecie e ]
COUNCH DISEIICE e v eeeeeee e e Howe Spring

2. CURRENT NAME OF PROPERTY:
Howe Springs

3. LOCATION
a. Street: South Side of Fifth Ave. between S. Highland Ave. & College St.
b. City, State, Zip Code:
c. Neighborhood: Shadyside

4. OWNERSHIP
d. Owner(s): Arnheim & Neely, Inc.
e. Street: 425 N. Craig St. Suite 100
f. City, State, Zip Code: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15213 Phone: (412) 391-1900

5. CLASSIFICATION AND USE — Check all that apply

Type Ownership Current Use:
Xstructure [] Private — home Ornamental
[ ] District X Private — other

X Site [] Public — government

[] Object [] Public - other

[] Place of religious worship




6. NOMINATED BY:
a. Name: Preservation Pittsburgh
b. Street: 1501 Reedsdale St., Suite 5003
c. City, State, Zip:_Pittsburgh, Pa., 15233
d. Phone: (412) 256-8755 Email: info@preservationpgh.org

7. DESCRIPTION
Provide a narrative description of the structure, district, site, or object. If it has been altered over time,
indicate the date(s) and nature of the alteration(s). (Attach additional pages as heeded)

If Known:
a. Year Built: 1896, renovated 1910
b. Architectural Style: 1896, Romanesque; 1910 Neoclassical
c. Architect/Builder: 1896, Alden & Harlowe (architects), John Schreiner (Contractor); 1910
addition, W.H. Van Tine (architect), contractor unknown.

Narrative: See attached.

8. HISTORY
Provide a history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include a bibliography of sources consulted. (Attach
additional pages as needed.) Include copies of relevant source materials with the nomination form (see
Number 11).

Narrative: See attached.

9. SIGNIFICANCE
The Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances, Title 11, Historic Preservation, Chapter 1: Historic Structures,
Districts, Sites and Objects lists ten criteria, at least one of which must be met for Historic Designation.
Describe how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of these criteria and complete a
narrative discussing in detail each area of significance. (Attach additional pages as needed)

The structure, building, site, district, object is significant because of (check all that apply):
1. [ Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity;

2. [X] Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development
of the City of Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United
States;

3. [ Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or
craftsmanship;

4. [X] Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh,
the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

5. X Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;




10.

11.

6. [] Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

7. [X Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of
the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the
United States;

8. [] Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement
significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may
lack individual distinction;

9. [X Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related
theme expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that
may or may not be contiguous; or

10. [X] Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing
an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City
of Pittsburgh.

Narrative: See attached.

INTEGRITY

In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that meets
any one or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design,
materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration”. (Attach additional
pages as needed)

Narrative:

NOTIFICATION/CONSENT OF PROPERTY OWNER(S)

1.3(a)(2) Community information process.

Preceding submission of a nomination form for a District, the Historic Review Commission shall conduct
at least one (1) public information meeting within or near the boundaries of the proposed district, which
shall include at least one (1) member of the Department of City Planning and one (1) Commission
member, to discuss the possible effects of designation. Notice shall be given to the owners of property in
the proposed district in accordance with Section 1.3(b) below. The final public information meeting shall
be held no more than six months before the nomination form is submitted.

1.3(a)(1)(a) Subsection F.

In the case of a nomination as a Historic District, by community-based organizations or by any
individual, but in either event the nomination shall be accompanied by a petition signed by the owners of
record of twenty-five (25) percent of the properties within the boundaries of the proposed District.

- Please attach documentation of your efforts to gain property owner’s consent.-

** The nomination of any religious property shall be accompanied by a signed letter of consent from the
property’s owner.




12. PHOTO LOGS: Please Attach
13. BIBLIOGRAPHY: Please Attach

14. NOMINATION FORM PREPARED BY:

a. Name: Preservation Pittsburgh

b. Street: 1501 Reedsdale St., Suite 5003

City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233
Phone: (412) 256.8755 Email: info@preservationpgh.org

e

e. Signature:




HisTorIC REVIEW COMMISSION

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

HISTORIC NOMINATION — INSTRUCTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE NOMINATION FORM

1.

2.

Indicate the original name of the property if it is currently known by a different name; e.g. Union Station.
Indicate the current name of the property

Indicate the street address for the property. For districts, attach a separate sheet listing the street address of
each property included in the nomination and a clear street map of the area showing the boundaries of the
proposed district.

Indicate the owner of the property and his or her mailing address. For districts, attach a separate sheet listing
the owner of each property and his or her mailing address.

Check the classification as indicated.

a. “Historic Structure” means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires directly or
indirectly, a permanent location on the land, including walks, fences, signs, steps and sidewalks at
which events that made a significant contribution to national, state or local history occurred or which
involved a close association with the lives of people of nations, state or local significance; or an
outstanding example of a period, style, architectural movement, or method of construction; or one of
the last surviving works of a pioneer architect, builder or designer; or one of the last survivors of a
particular style or period of construction.

b. “Historic District” means a defined territorial division of land which shall include more than one (1)
contiguous or related parcels of property, specifically identified by separate resolution, at which
events occurred that made a significant contribution to national, state, or local history, or which
contains more than one historic structure or historic landmarks, or which contains groups, rows or
sets of structures or landmarks, or which contains an aggregate example of a period, style,
architectural movements or method of construction, providing distinguishing characteristics of the
architectural type or architectural period it represents.

C. “Historic Site” means the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or
activity, or a building or structure whether standing, ruined or vanished, where the location itself
maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing structures.

d. *“Historic Object” means a material thing of historic significance for functional, aesthetic cultural or
scientific reasons that may be, by nature or design, moveable yet related to a specific setting or
environment.

Indicate the person(s) responsible for the nomination. Please note: According to the Historic Preservation
Ordinance:

Historic Review Commission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 — (412) 255-2243 5




“Nomination of an

area, property, site, or object for consideration and designation as a Historic Structure,

Historic District, Historic Site, or Historic Object may be submitted to the Historic Review Commission by
any of the following:

The Mayor
A Member
A Member
A Member
The Owner
nomination

®ao0 o

of the City of Pittsburgh

of the Historic Review Commission

of the City Planning Commission

of the Pittsburgh City Council

of Record or any person residing in the City of Pittsburgh for at least one year (for the
of a Historic Structure, Site or Object)

f. A signed petition of 25% of the owners of record (for the nomination of a Historic District)

7. Write a physical description of the nominated property or district. Include the following information as

applicable:

architectural style(s)

arrangement of architectural elements
building materials

method(s) of construction

visual character

street pattern

density

type and arrangement of buildings
topography

history of the development of the area

8. Provide a narrative history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include the following information when

available:

History of the development of the area;

Circumstances which brought the structure, district, site, or object into being;

Biographical information on architects, builders, developers, artisans, planners, or others
who created or contributed to the structure, district, site, or object;

Contextual background on building type(s) and/or style(s);

Importance of the structure, district, site, or object in the larger community over the course
of its existence.

Include a bibliography of all sources consulted at the end. Where historical information is
uncertain or disputed, reference sources in the text.

9. Listed below are the categories and criteria for historic designation as set forth in the Pittsburgh Historic
Preservation Ordinance. Describe in detail how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of the
criteria.  According to that legislation in Section 1.4 of the Pittsburgh Historic Preservation Ordinance,
Criteria for Designation, a building must meet at least one of the following criteria in order to be designated:

1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity;

2. lts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural,

histor
Pittsb

ic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of
urgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity,
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship;

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual

work

is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of

Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

Historic Review Commission
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5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the
cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction;

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme
expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may
not be contiguous; or

10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of
Pittsburgh.

10. In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that meets any one
or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design, materials, and
workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration.”

11. The nomination must be accompanied by evidence that the nominator has made a good-faith effort to
communicate his or her interest in the historic designation of this landmark or district to the owner(s) of these
properties. Describe how this was done, and attach evidence that the owner(s) of the nominated landmark or
of the properties within the nominated district have been informed of the nomination. This may include a
copy of a notification letter with a mailing list, a letter confirming phone calls, or a petition signed by affected
property owners.

12. Clear photographs of the nominated buildings or districts should accompany the nomination form. The
applicant shall include photographs of all elevations of an individual building and its setting, or the front
elevation of each building in a district. In the case of closely spaced buildings or rowhouses, several
buildings may be included in one photograph. Each photograph must be labeled with the street address of the
building(s) and the month and year the photograph was taken.

13. Copies of major supporting documents should accompany the nomination form. Such documents may
include, but are not limited to:

historic photographs;

historic and contemporary maps;

historic or contemporary texts describing the subject property or district;

historic or contemporary texts describing people, places, or events that comprise the
historic context of the subject property or district.

o Oversized materials (such as architectural drawings) and materials too fragile to copy may
be accepted.

PLEASE NOTE: It is the responsibility of the nominator to provide the Historic Review Commission and its Staff
with information sufficient to fairly evaluate the nomination. Incomplete nomination forms will not be accepted.
Fee must be included. Nominations must be submitted in both electronic and hard-copy format.

Historic Review Commission
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CHECKLIST: INSERT NAME OF PROPERTY HERE

X #1-6 Nomination Form: Address, Ownership, Classification, Nominator Info.
X] #7: Description
X] #8: History

X] #9: Significance

X #10 Integrity

= #11 Consent of Property Owners

X #12 Photographs of Property: numbered and labeled
= #13 List of Supporting Documents

X Fee

X Hard-Copy nomination

= Electronic nomination (Word Format for text).

Historic Review Commission
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Howe Springs Addendum
7. Description

The Howe Spring (Fig. 1) is portico with strong Neoclassical Revival influences that abuts the Southern
sidewalk of Fifth Ave. in Shady Side. The structure is a cast concrete portico consisting of four free-
standing Doric columns and four piers. The interior of the structure houses three basins along the back
wall supported by three sculpted heads and a set of curved steps just below the center basin. Just to
the upper right of each basin is a small, circular metal opening engaged in the wall. There is a small,
square opening in the center of the ceiling which appears to have housed a former light fixture and the
entire floor is covered with square, burnt-orange tiles set out in a grid pattern.

The words “Howe Springs” carved into the concrete adorn the lintel of the opening. A small balustrade
frames the top of the structure with four square piers anchoring each corner.

The structure is surrounded by an alcove also constructed of poured, molded concrete, with each side
sloping diagonally from the back wall to the street.

8. History

The date, name, and origin of the natural spring that would be tapped to create the Howe Springs is
unknown. An article published in October of 1896 when the excavations began for the first structure to
grace the natural springs sets forth that the natural spring was originally home to a Native American
settlement, who originally named the site that would be later renamed “Greystone” by General Howe
(1808-1877)." It was after the tragedy of the Johnstown Flood in 1889 that the Howe family first
connected the spring on their property to Fifth Ave. below to make the water accessible and free to the
people.’

The first recorded structure (Fig. 2) was designed by one of the nation’s most prominent architectural
firms, Alden & Harlow (and constructed by John Shreiner of Allegheny for $5,000), and has been
thoroughly documented. The Pittsburgh Press describes the future structure by stating:

The fountain will be in the form of a semi-circular polished granite wall, 20 feet in diameter and
nine feet high, with the end of the wall flush with the pavement on Fifth Avenue. In the center of
the fountain and rising somewhat higher than the rest of the wall is a square tower-like well,
which contains the fountain proper. On the entablature beneath the curved cornice appears the
inscription “Howe spring, erected to the memory of Thomas M. Howe.” Beneath this is an
elliptical niche, four feet high and 1 foot deep, in the center of which, carved in bas relief, is a

! “Gen. Howe Fountain.” Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.
2 “George Wilkins Guthrie and Florence J. Howe...” The Pittsburgh Press, April 7, 1938.



swimming dolphin. From its open mouth the water will issue. A broad granite basin will be place
beneath it to catch the water.’

This is supported by the numerous lithographs and photographs of the spring (Figures 2-7). We are
given an indication as to why such an elaborate structure was created for the springs by the actions of
Thomas Howe's wife after his death. His wife was responsible for the creation of the Alden & Harlow
addition to the spring and in an effort to ensure the spring will forever provide water to the public and
honor her husband’s memory offered the spring, and surrounding land, to the City along with an
endowment of $75,000 managed by a board of trustees.* For reasons unknown, this plan failed to
materialize but it is clear that the Howe Family wished that the spring would continue to be accessible to
the public.

After Mrs. Mary A. Howe passed away, the Howe heirs decided to sell the Greystone Estate, including
the Howe Springs, to Michael Benedum in 1910. In doing so, however, they included a broad clause in
the deed, which would ensure that the spring remain free, accessible, and open to the public:

It is hereby understood and agreed, however, as a part of the consideration for this conveyance
that that potion of the property fronting one hundred (100) feet on Fifth Avenue and extending
back one hundred and ninety (190) feet on which is the spring and fountain known as the “Howe
Spring”(and the center line of which hundred (100) feet passes through the center of said
fountain as now located and at right angles to Fifth Avenue) is conveyed under and subject to
the following conditions, viz.: The Grantee above named her heirs and assigns shall have the
possession and control of said property and shall keep the same in good order and repair and
maintain the fountain as it now is but shall do no act which will injuriously affect said spring. She
shall allow the public the free use of the water from said spring at the said fountain as long as
the water continues to be fit for drinking purposes. Should the spring hereafter fail or become
permanently unfit for drinking purposes, the same shall be closed, and this condition shall
therefor cease and determined.’

A visual of this reserve can be seen on a site survey of the Howe Estate made at the request of Sarah
Benedum Shortly (Figs. 8 & 8.1). After the deed was signed, circumstances would arise that would
directly test the resolve of these stipulations and the Howe heirs. On April 5, 1911 the Pittsburgh Daily
Post reported that after the water in Howe Spring was founded to be impure by the City Water Bureau,
city workers — perhaps inadvertently or on purpose — destroyed the spring house that fed the spring.
Howe’s descendants, who “in refusing substantial offers for the strip of ground, which has a frontage of
100 feet in Fifth avenue, to insure the public of perpetual access to this source of a pure natural water
supply...” quickly took action against the City and the current owner.® By April 6, the architect working
on constructing the new Benedum Estate, W.H. Van Tine, had proposed a new design for the spring

® “Gen. Howe Fountain.” The Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.

* “Amateur Sports.” The Pittsburgh Press, September 28, 1896.

> Deed of Sale from George W. Guthrie et al to Sarah Nancy Benedum, 27 December 1910, Allegheny County,
Pennsylvania, Deed Book vol. 1695, pp. 127-130. County Recorder's Office, Pittsburgh, Pa.

® “War on Over Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 5, 1911.



house, averting further crisis.” On April 7™ it was reported that in addition to the replacement of the
spring house, plans were made for the construction of a new spring on Fifth Avenue and that these
plans already had the approval of the public works department.?

By January of 1912, the new structure — and access to the springs — was nearly complete. It was
heralded the perfect marriage of classical design and modern building materials (namely, concrete). The
Post Daily Post goes so far as to equate the new structure to the ancient Greek Oracle at Delphi.’ Finally
on Saturday, June 15", 1912 Howe Springs was once again open to the public and the improvements to
the spring, including the new structure of Fifth Avenue, a 4,000 barrel-of-water-capacity reservoir, and
state-of-the-art filtration system were all heralded by the public.® The Sewer and Drainage Plan of
Greystone (Figs. 9. & 9.1) and full size rendering of the grounds (Fig. 10. & 10.1) supports the description
of the new Howe Spring and also provides some indication of where the old spring house was located.
This new plan for Howe Springs would not again make the headlines until August 16, 1916 when the
Supt. Charles Findley of the Bureau of Water “admitted with a whole lot of pride that the water from

"1 Although it does not state exactly

city mains that tasted so good to a lot of aqua pura connoisseurs.
when Howe Spring was converted to City Water, the description of the sequence of events that followed

the 1911 destruction of the Alden & Harlow spring would seem to fit.

The Benedum property, including Howe Springs, was gifted to Carlow University in 1962 and while
extensive work was done to convert the Greystone mansion to serve as a dormitory, an extensive search
of university archives provided no evidence that any alterations or extensive repairs were completed
during the university’s stewardship. Members of college staff and academics also recounted that water
flowed from the three basins in the portico into the mid 1980s when the property was sold and
developed into town homes.** A telephonic interview with Arthur Lubetz, head of the architectural firm
responsible for designing the new development, provided no indication of when the water to the springs
was shut off.

7 “Plan to Improve the Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 6, 1911.

® “To Protect Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 7, 1911.

° “Howe Spring in Grecian Shelter.” The Pittsburgh Daily Post, January 2, 1912.

1% “Howe Spring again Open to the Public.” The Pittsburgh Press, June 15, 1912.

" “Howe Spring Water ‘Bubbles’ from Ordinary City Main.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 16, 1912.

12 “edwardian Mansion put to ‘80s use.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, March 27, 1986.

 Arthur Lubetz. Oral interview, 28 April 2016, by Matthew W.C. Falcone telephonically. Partial transcription in the
possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.



9. Significance

2.

Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural, historic,
architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of Pittsburgh,
State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

Howe Springs’ existence can be directly attributed to Thomas Marshall Howe, who was one of
Pittsburgh’s most prominent citizens and is known for his work in finance, politics, and
philanthropy. After moving to Pittsburgh from Bloomfield, Oh in 1829 he gained employment at
Mason & McDonough, Drygood merchants and would work in a variety of finance positions,
such as serving as president of Exchange National Bank Pittsburgh, director of Pittsburgh &
Boston Mining Company, and president of Howe, Brown & Company, Ltd., steelmakers. Howe
was also very active politically, serving two terms in the U.S. House of Representatives from
1850-1854 representing Pittsburgh as a member of the Whig Party and would go on to be one of
the founding members of the Republican Party in 1858. Representative Howe would also
decline President Grant’s nomination to serve as Secretary of the Treasury and President Hayes
nomination to serve as the Secretary of War. He also served as Assistant Adjunct General for
the Western District of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania during the Civil War.**

Howe would also serve as the resident and incorporator for Allegheny Cemetery of Pittsburgh
for nearly three decades and also served as president of the Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce
from its inception to his death. He also was co-trustee of the Estate of the Reverend Charles
Avery, which was devoted to “abolitionist causes and educational institutions for the elevation
of the color-race of the United States and Africa”. Along those same lines, General Howe was
also a benefactor to the Zion Hill Collegiate Institute and Avery College.”

Michael Late Benedum also played a significant role in the furtherance of Howe Springs, having
paid for the creation of the second spring house on the site. Benedum was also a prominent
resident of Pittsburgh, noted for successfully making money in oil and natural gas industry and
making significant philanthropic contributions to a host of different causes in Pittsburgh and
beyond. His contributions through the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation still have a
tremendous impact on our City.16

14 “Howe, Thomas Marshall,” Directory of the United States Congress, June 12, 2016,
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=H000854.
15 Fairclough, Adam. Teaching Equality: Black Schools in the Age of Jim Crow (Athens: University of Georgia Press),

2001.

'® Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation. “Michael Benedum’s Enduring Legacy, $500 in Cash and Million
Dollars’ Worth of Nerve,” 2008 Annual Report, (2008).



4. lts identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual work is
significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-
Atlantic region, or the United States;

The first structure to grace Howe Springs was designed by the architecture firm Alden & Harlow,
which was originally founded as Longfellow, Alden & Harlow. Active primarily in Boston and
Pittsburgh, the firm was successors to H.H. Richardson and was most notable for their
Romanesque Revival designs."” The firm is responsible for training a host of notable architects
such as Frederick Scheibler, William Steele, and Henry Seaver and designing some of the most
prominent landmarks in Western Pennsylvania, such as the Carnegie Library of Homestead
(1986), the Greenhouse & Playhouse at the Frick Estate (1897) People’s Savings Bank Building
(1901-2), Byer-Lyons House (1898), and Mellon Park (1912)."®

The second structure on the site of Howe Springs was designed by another prominent architect,
William H. Van Tine (Fig. 11). Van Tine began his career in Pittsburgh but was primarily active in
Michigan. He is best noted for his work in designing Fair Lane (a Michigan State & U.S. National
Register of Historic Places site), Henry Ford’s Estate in Dearborn, Mi. and his design of Michael
Benedum'’s Greystone."

5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by innovation,
rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

See item 9.

7. lIts association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

Howe Springs appears to have played an important role in the leisure activities of many
Pittsburghers, particularly those interested in bicycling. In photographs, etchings, stories,
correspondence, and news reports it is frequently depicted as a gathering spot for cyclists and
cycling groups as they used the spring to get fresh water during their excursions. Herlihy sets
forth that Pittsburgh had an active, and growing, “wheelman” community that was following
social trends to be a more inclusive and accessible leisure sport to classes other than the elite,
number about three hundred riders at the turn of the century.”

v Floyd, Margaret. Architecture after Richardson: Regionalism before Modernism--Longfellow, Alden, and Harlow
in Boston and Pittsburgh, University of Chicago Press with Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation, Chicago
and Pittsburgh, 1st edition, 1994.

1 Kidney, Walter. Landmark Architecture: Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, page 234, Pittsburgh History and
Landmarks Foundation, Pittsburgh, Pa., 1985.

1% C. Scribner's Sons. “The Henry Ford Estate, Dearborn, Mich.” Architecture, vol. 33, no. lll, pp. 58-60, March 1916.
?° David V. Herlihy, The Lost Cyclist, (Boston: Hoghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010).



When announcements were made by the Howe family to construct the Alden & Harlow addition
to the natural spring, one of the first one of the first publications to print the story was,
interestingly, the “Amateur Sports” section (whose avatar includes an image of a cyclist) of the
Pittsburgh Press (Fig. 12).>* In fact many of the newspaper articles that describe the events
surrounding Howe Spring(s) specifically call attention to its primary users “pedestrians and

wheelmen.”*

In photographs and renderings too, cyclists, particularly in groups, are heavily
represented, which is notably absent from other visual documentation of other springs in the
city (Figs. 3, 6 & 7). Interestingly, a photograph of the group of cyclists in front of the Alden &
Harlow Howe Spring was included in an historical retrospective of the East End is seen in a
significantly more negative light by the author, labeling the same wheelmen as “Two-Wheeled

Riff Raff” and claiming they were ”Loafing” by the spring (Fig. 13).%

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme expressed
through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may not be contiguous;

The history of natural springs within the City of Pittsburgh is exceptionally complex and one marked by a
notable absence in peer-reviewed literature. This is, perhaps, because of the nature of the springs
themselves, an ever-shifting narthex between the natural and built worlds, as well as because of their
fragmented of their presence throughout the City.

Geological & Early History

Natural springs have played an important part in human development and their history in Western
Pennsylvania, particularly in Pittsburgh, is no exception. Western Pennsylvania is marked with a number
of springs that stretch throughout Appalachia, many of which are now marked by small towns bearing
their names: Berkley Springs, Seven Springs, etc. What sets the springs within the City of Pittsburgh
apart from their rural counterparts is the confluence of topography, population density, and cultural
interaction.

During Pittsburgh’s early development, these springs provided European-American settlers a generally
clean source of drinking water and some of the earliest roads in the area, Nemacolin Trail and Forbes
Road, cut through the forest and purposefully remained near to some of the larger springs, like Snyder
Spring, to provide fresh drinking water to travelers.”* And Western Pennsylvania was littered with many
different geological types of natural spring from which early settler could choose. The simplest spring,
according to Stanley N. Davis, a professor of geology at Stanford University sets forth, is one where the
land surface intersects the water table of an area, which is a common feature in hilly Pittsburgh and is
the type of spring we see in Voegtly Spring (Fig. 14). These springs, however, are largely dependent on

* Amateur Sports. The Pittsburgh Press, December 3, 1896.

2 See: “An Atmosphere Oppressive”, “Amateur Sports (Sept 28, 1896)”, “Sketches at the Springs”, “Amateur
Sports (October 18, 1896).

2 “Two-Wheeled Riff Raff Loaf on Fifth Ave.,” Publication Unknown, Source: Chatham University Archives.

** Charles McCollester, The Point of Pittsburgh, Production and Struggle at the Forks of the Ohio, (Pittsburgh:
Allegheny Commercial Printing, 2008).



the amount of rainfall the area receives and can run dry. Additionally, the ground material may not
provide adequate filtration, leaving the water susceptible to disease and parasites.”> Ancient tectonic
activity in the Appalachians also create another type of spring whereby geologic faults (a fracture in the
earth’s crust where subsurface rocks have broken and slid past one another) bring deep ground water to
the land’s surface where it is discharged (Fig. 15).%

Unfortunately, records of springs and the role they played in Pittsburgh’s early development are obscure
and the first we see them enter into the official records is at the end of the 19" century. In a petition to
Pittsburgh City Council dated April 3, 1912 the petitioners mention that “On the old Voegtly Place is a
spring that has supplied the people of that section with the purest of water for the past fifty years or
more.”*” This would place the spring as serving a function in the community around 1860, which is the
oldest document reference to a spring within Pittsburgh (then Allegheny City). Similarly in an
advertisement printed in the Pittsburgh Daily Post on July 26, 1893 from E.M. Hukill, president of the
Apollo Spring Water Company challenges the public of Pittsburgh’s East End to prove claims that the
company obtains its bottled water from Howe Spring.”® What is particularly significant about this article
is that it pre-exists the construction of the Alden & Harlow spring on the site by three years, indicating
that the spring was an active water source to the community before a formal structure was dedicated

on the site and confirms elements of a later article which recounts the spring’s ancient history.*
Popularity & Form

Technological advances at the dawn of the Victorian Era helped to spur development outside, and in the
further reaches, of the City. It is during this time we see established springs, like that in Thaw’s Spring in
Beechwood take on a new form (Fig. 16). From the etching of the spring from the Pittsburgh Press
dated May 14™ 1899 shows that the once natural spring has now been enclosed in stone, elevated for

f.3° This image directly

greater access, and encircled by a large pond to capture the unused run of
contrasts with that of the Pittsburgh Daily Post etching from August 8, 1897 which shows the “Sylvan
Avenue’s Natural Spring” in which a flowing stream of water can be seen emerging from just under the

tree roots (Fig. 17).*

We see a similar attention to springs paid in the trolley line suburbs that arose during this time. From
July 13" 1905’s Pittsburgh Daily Post, we see an advertisement for Brookline, the “15-Minute Suburb”
with an image of the newly renovated Brookline Spring on Berkshire Ave. The image of the walled
spring shows a well-manicured garden on either side of a wide promenade encircling the spring and

» Stanly Davis & R.J.M. DeWiest, Hydrology, (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1966).

?® Francis H. Cha pelle, Wellsprings, a Natural History of Bottled Spring Water (New Brunswick, New Jersey, and
London: Rutgers University Press, 2005), pp. 34-37.

7 B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm, Robinson
Road, 24" Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.

28 “p Chance for an East Ender.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, July 26, 1893.

% “Gen. Howe Fountain.” Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.

30 “sketches at the Springs.” The Pittsburg Press, May, 14, 1899.

3 “Hazelwood Hill Springs.” The Pittsburgh Daily Post, August 8, 1897.



several well-dressed figures gathering just in front of the spring (Fig. 18). The author states the
preservation of the spring:

...signifies that we are not only bending our energies to establish improvements of magnitude, like the
great Brookline T-railed, double-tracked trolley and Brookline’s twenty-five miles of Porterblocked paved
streets, macadamized streets, sanitary sewers streets, granolithic-stone sidewalks, city-water mains, gas
mains and electric-lighted streets, but that we are quick to introduce any valued luxury that will
contribute to the property’s unusualness and to the welfare of the people who locate on it.*

This contrast of a list of modern amenities with an image of a newly renovated spring draws attention to
the changing place that springs played to the Victorian mind. No longer were springs a necessary,
functional part of a community but one used for defining a community and creating a sense of place.
Interestingly the Freehold Real Estate Co. who took out the advertisement use the Brookline Spring to
convey a sense of luxury, going so far as to claim “the water is pure, sparkling, ice cold, and as
inexhaustible as that of the famous Howe Spring on Fifth Avenue, in the East End.”

The equation of luxury and Howe Spring is not without merit. Since its inception as a publically-
accessible spring after the Johnstown Flood, Howe Springs was meant to convey a sense of grandeur
that permeated the Gilded Age aesthetic. The exact design of the original version of Howe Springs has,
unfortunately, not been recorded so its precise design and interaction with Fifth Ave. can only be
speculated. We do get a sense of some of the spring’s early history from the Pittsburgh Press’ October
18™, 1896 article which states the natural spring sat near fifty feet back from Fifth Ave., and it was an
“Indian Settlement” and after the property was acquired by General Thomas Howe, it was renamed
“Greystone” spring. The first recorded structure was designed by one of the nation’s most prominent
architectural firms, Alden & Harlow (constructed by John Shreiner of Allegheny for $5,000), and has
been thoroughly documented. The Pittsburgh Press describes the future structure by stating:

The fountain will be in the form of a semi-circular polished granite wall, 20 feet in diameter and
nine feet high, with the end of the wall flush with the pavement on Fifth Avenue. In the center of
the fountain and rising somewhat higher than the rest of the wall is a square tower-like well,
which contains the fountain proper. On the entablature beneath the curved cornice appears the
inscription “Howe spring, erected to the memory of Thomas M. Howe.” Beneath this is an
elliptical niche, four feet high and 1 foot deep, in the center of which, carved in bas relief, is a
swimming dolphin. From its open mouth the water will issue. A broad granite basin will be place
beneath it to catch the water.>

This description is supported by the numerous lithographs and photographs of the spring (Figs.2-7). We
are given a clue as to why such an elaborate structure was created for the springs by the actions of
Thomas Howe’s wife after his death. His wife was responsible for the creation of the Alden & Harlow
addition to the spring and in an effort to ensure the spring will forever provide water to the public and
honor her husband’s memory offered the spring, and surrounding land, to the City along with an

32 “Brookline, the 15-Minute Suburb.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, July 13, 1905.
3 “Gen. Howe Fountain.” The Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.



endowment of $75,000 managed by a board of trustees® . For reasons unknown, this plan failed to
materialize but it is clear that the Howe Family wished that the spring would continue to be accessible to
the public. In the sale of Greystone to the Benedums, the Howe descendants included a strong
stipulation requiring for the upkeep of the spring and that the public may continue to freely access its
water.*

Through a series of unfortunate, if not suspect, circumstances the Alden & Harlow Howe Spring met a
rather unceremonious demise shortly after Benedum acquired the property in 1910. On April 5, 1911
the Pittsburgh Daily Post reported that after the water in Howe Spring was founded to be impure by the
City Water Bureau, workers — perhaps inadvertently or on purpose — destroyed the spring house that
fed the spring. Howe’s descendants, who “...in refusing substantial offers for the strip of ground, which
has a frontage of 100 feet in Fifth avenue, to insure the public of perpetual access to this source of a
pure natural water supply...” quickly took action against the City and the current owner.*® By April 6, the
architect working on constructing the new Benedum Estate, W.H. Van Tine, had proposed a new design
for the spring house, averting further crisis.>” On April 7" it was reported that in addition to the
replacement of the spring house, plans were made for the construction of a new spring on Fifth avenue
and that these plans already had the approval of the public works department.®® The spring designed
and constructed by W.H. Van Tine in 1912 is the Howe Spring that remains with us today (Fig. 11). While
it is an exceptional example of the system of springs that existed in Pittsburgh it does call attention to
the public-private relationship surrounding these springs. Perhaps nowhere was this relationship more
evident than with in the many parks around the City.

Springs in Pittsburgh Parks

Due to the topographical nature of the City, natural springs were, and continue to be, a common feature
in most neighborhoods. It was in many of the newly formed parks, however, that the natural springs
would become an attraction, often adopting structural and stylistic elements to reflect popular design
and aesthetic trends. This was particularly true of the Victorian Era, when park design centered on
creating a balance between the perception of the natural world and a heavily manicured green
environment. The trend is largely viewed as a reaction against society’s rapid industrialization and has a
visual manifestation in the use of natural materials.

Highland Park’s “Rustic Spring” is, perhaps, a prime example of this aesthetic (Fig. 19). The spring is
quite literally off the beaten path, partially situated in an alcove obscured from view by a railing
composed entirely of unrefined, untreated wooden branches that appear to be quickly succumbing to
the vines and undergrowth they frame. Here only the newel post, consisting of an upended log, shows
signs of refinement in that its crown has been refined to a point. Near to it, the balusters of the railing

3 “Amateur Sports.” The Pittsburgh Press, September 28, 1896.
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are placed at sporadic intervals and at differing angles, which sharply contrasts to the strong horizontal
lines of the stairway on right. The spring itself is framed by rocks and boulders of various sizes, which
appear to support a recess into the hillside and what appears to be a cup hanging from a string is the
only hint of a manufactured object in this scene.

While the Rustic Spring is exceptional in its devotion to a “rustic” aesthetic, it is by no means alone. We
see a very similar visual in the Spring at Carnegie Lake (Fig. 20), Tunnel and Spring, Highland Park (Fig.
21), and Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood (Fig. 22). At all of these springs, we see the same visual elements
the help to create, and define, a motif — hewn stones, unrefined wooden railings, and manicured ivy and
other “wild” vines heling to seclude the natural springs. In addition to providing a rustic aesthetic, it
should be noted that this would also help to keep the water cool. Review Park also contained a spring
that reflects this rustic motif in its “Rustic Spring House” (Fig. 23). Here we are presented with an image
of a spring house that appears largely constructed of natural materials. The walls of the springhouse
appear to be made of untreated lathe on a wooden frame, which supports a roof thatched. The same
textured used to depict the roof appears to continue to envelop one of the sides of the building,
suggesting that the springhouse supports robust vegetation similar to the views of “Rustic Spring” or
“Spring at Carnegie Lake”. It is also apparent from this etching that the springhouse was open on at
least two sides and that a path leading to both suggests it was designed for ease of access.

The use of unrefined material for the construction of this springhouse is also reminiscent of traditional
Native American dwellings local to the region like an Iroquois longhouse (Fig. 24) or Lanni-Lenape and
Shawnee wigwams (Fig. 25). As Marilyn Evert sets forth, this visual connection was not coincidental but
reflective of a larger societal interest in Native American culture before the turn of the 20" century.®
While Riverview Park’s Rustic Spring House and much of the information surrounding its existence has
been lost to us, the Catahecassa Monument (formerly fountain) in Schenley Park remains and is an
excellent example of the revival of interest had in shaping this prominent spring.

The Catahecassa Fountain (Fig. 26) is roughly-hewn granite monolith with a bas-relief bust of Chief
Catahecassa located above a bronze plaque bearing the inscription:

Catahecassa, Blackhoof, war chief of the Shawnees, was present at the defeat of Braddock in 1755 and
took part in all subsequent wars until the treaty of Greenville in 1795, after which he remained a friend
and ally of the United States.

The original structure that graced Snyder’s Spring as depicted in the Pittsburgh Press article dated May
14, 1889 consisted of a small stone alcove, immediately adjacent to a small pathway leading up to the
Neill Log Cabin (Fig. 27).* The location of the Catahecassa Monument in other depictions would
indicate it was connected to the same spring.

The current location of the stele, in comparison to historic photographs, indicates the original
surrounding landscaping has been either removed or altered and the placement of the fountain —or

3 Marilyn Evert, Discovering Pittsburgh’s Sculpture (Pittsburgh, Pa.: University of Pittsburgh Press, 1983), p.196.
%0 “Sketches at the Springs.” Pittsburgh Press, May 14, 1899.
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width of the adjacent road — altered. An article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette dated December 17, 1928
indicates that the effigy of “Chief Catahegasso [sic]” was damaged and repaired in 1922 and that vandals
had, during the night of December 16", 1928, “demolished [the] stone effigy”.** Demolition and
vandalism proved to be a constant threat for all of Pittsburgh’s springs but much larger forces were at
play which would ultimately lead to their demise.

Decline

Changes in technology, society, and political pressure at the turn of the 20" century would ultimately
lead to the decline of Pittsburgh’s many springs. Despite their aesthetic value, they were increasingly
seen by the City of Pittsburgh as a public health hazard and one by one were ultimately converted to
public water sources, deactivated, or destroyed. The natural springs around Pittsburgh once provided
natural and relatively clean drinking water to countless neighborhoods but with the City’s population
booming and industrial activity on the rise, they became a dangerous, if not deadly, contributor to one
of the worst public health crisis in the City’s history, typhoid.

According to Tarr & Yosie, at the turn of the 20" century Pittsburgh had the highest death rate — well
over 100 deaths per 100,000 persons compared to the average for northern cities of 35 deaths per
100,000 persons — of America’s largest cities.*? These rates were even more staggering in working-class
sections of Pittsburgh which attracted large numbers of immigrants and African Americans. As a 1909
Pittsburgh Survey article notes, “those who could not afford to buy bottled water continued to drink
filth”.** To counter this epidemic, residents were advised to boil all drinking water but much more
aggressive steps were ultimately taken by Pittsburgh’s City Council, Pittsburgh’s Health Department, and
several private foundations. It was during this period, roughly 1890 to 1900, that the private springs in
and around Pittsburgh were closed.

We see one this new negative view of the springs from Director E. M. Bigelow in an 1897 article in the
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette whose headline reads “Increase of Typhoid Causes Director Bigelow to Act — All
Springs Considered Dangerous”. It is here Director Bigelow proclaims that “within the next three weeks
it is my intention to have all of the springs in the city chemically analyzed and such tests will be

4 Testing of all springs on a regular basis would continue on a regular basis and

frequently made.
results, which were often grim, were regularly published in the paper. For example, in an article
published in the Pittsburgh Daily Post from September 22, 1906 states that “Only Two City Springs Are

Not Contaminated”*

It was clear that once a spring was contaminated, it was closed, often permanently, to the public. In
some extreme cases we see springs that had a structural component, like the Frick Spring located

' “vandals Ruin Effigy.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 17, 1928.

* Joel Tarr & Terry Yosie, “Critical Decisions in Pittsburgh Water and Wastewater Treatment,”in Devastation and
Renewal, ed. Joel Tarr (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2003), pp. 70-74

3 Clayton R. Koppes and William Norris, “Ethnicity, Class, and Mortality in the Industrial City: A Case Study of
Typhoid Fever in Pittsburgh, 1890-1910,” (Journal of Urban History May 1985) 11: p.271.

“ “Spring Water Analyses.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, July 9, 1897.

> “Only Two City Springs are Not Contaminated.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, September 22, 1906.
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opposite the entrance to the Carnegie Institute, was destroyed by city workmen (Fig. 28).*® Interestingly,
this destruction was relatively uncommon and exceptions to the trend of closing public access to these
springs can be found. In Spring Hill, the regrading of Robinson Road (now Damas Street) by the
Department of Public Works also eliminated a natural spring used by the community. This led to a
public petition being filed with Pittsburgh City Council and the creation of a new spring structure (a
“Type B. watering trough”) in 1912 (Fig. 29).”” While the creation of a community spring during a period
focused away from their use may seem unusual, its location (just below farmland) and the
overwhelming public support may account for its creation. During roughly the same period we also see
the temporary closure and partial destruction of the tremendously popular Howe Spring, which was met
with a tremendous amount of controversy and public outcry. It is perhaps because of this spring’s
popularity that it was not announced until 1916 by the city’s Bureau of Water that the natural spring
feeding Howe Springs has been closed and replaced by water from the city water supply.*

Despite the health concerns surrounding springs, there were times that the springs would serve an
important need in the community, particularly when the City’s water mains were compromised. It’s
recorded that at several times during the early 20" century when a water line would break, there would
be a public rush on the springs, most notably Howe. At Voegtly Spring, residents vividly recall the role
the spring played during the Great St. Patrick’s Day Flood of 1936. On March 17, 1936 Pittsburgh was
ravaged as the three rivers exceeded 40 feet of the usual levels. Aside from immediate rescue efforts,
local authorities’ greatest concern was a water famine. Despite the presence of water everywhere,
there was very little clean water to drink because a number of the city’s water facilities were damaged.
Officials urged the population to conserve water and boil whatever water they used from the city’s
system. *® The spring on Spring Hill was never compromised during the flood and residents from across
the city of Pittsburgh flocked to the neighborhood to get clean water. In fact, the line at the spring grew
so long that some Spring Hill residents had to wait until 11pm to get water for themselves. This
provision of water helped reduce the burden on the City’s water system to mitigate the threat of a
water famine. Mrs. Fohl remembers, “Spring Hill became the place to go to. We were without power for
over a week and they told us we had to boil all our water, but we didn’t have to worry about that. The
spring got so crowded that some people would have to wait until 11 o’clock at night to get their water.
Hospitals would come with their trucks and big containers to get the water they needed. It should have
been in the paper, but | guess word of mouth was enough for it to get really crowded.” The spring water
more directly saved lives by providing clean water to local hospitals, who sent truckloads of large
containers to collect the water needed to treat their patients and contribute to the city’s recovery
effort.*®

*® “The Frick Spring.” The Pittsburgh Press, July 17, 1906.

“ B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm, Robinson
Road, 24" Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.

*® “Howe Spring Water ‘Bubbles’ from Ordinary City Main.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 16, 1916.

* “\Water Supply Running Low.” The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. March 20, 1936.

*% Bee Fohl. Oral Interview, 07 October 2010, by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near Bee Fohl’s Residence.
Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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Today natural springs still exist across all of Pittsburgh but only a handful of springs that once
had a structural component remain. Springs within the City, whether they be natural,
constructed, or a hybrid of both played an integral role in Pittsburgh’s history. They assisted in
the settlement of Pittsburgh, played an integral part in both promoting, and perhaps hindering,
the overall health and wellbeing of its residents, provided a social gathering point for our
communities, and were often the benefactors of some of the most philanthropic endeavors of
Pittsburgh’s most prominent citizens. Of all of the springs mentioned in this section it should be
noted that only Howe Springs, Voegtly Spring, and Catahecassa Fountain (Snyder Spring) remain.
Of these only Voegtly Spring has natural spring water running through it.
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10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an established
and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh.

For nearly a century Howe Spring stood as the only structure abutting Fifth Ave.’s south side for
several hundred feet. Given the topography of that side of the street, a steep rise elevates most
structures on that side of the street out of view from the public right-of-way. We get a sense of
Howe Springs’ solitude from a series of photographs dating from the late 19" century to today
(Figs. 2-7, 30). The town homes dating from the 1980s that are part of the site today remain
largely out of view as they rise above Fifth Ave. and are obscured from view by trees and foliage,
which harken back to those present when the spring was first constructed.

A key indicator of Howe Spring’s physical presence in the community can be seen from how it is
incorporated into real estate listings from shortly after it was constructed. From the ten year
period from 1899 to 1909, “Howe Springs” was used in forty (40) unique and individual
advertisements for boarders, renters, workers, houses for sale, rooms to let, and a host of other
inquiries (Figs. 31). What is perhaps most notable about these advertisements is that during this
period of time the entirety of the South Side of Fifth Avenue was occupied by Howe’s Estate
(Greystone) and a handful of other properties of other prominent Pittsburgh families. This
would significantly narrow the number of residents and geographic area around the spring itself
to primarily those on the south side of the street. We get a better sense of the neighborhood
density from the 1911 G.M. Hopkins & Co. map (Fig. 32).

10. Integrity

Howe Springs retains a high level of integrity despite having minor alterations over the years. It
appears the tile floor was added at some point after the spring’s construction and the small electric
light that hung from the ceiling has been removed. Some of the surrounding concrete is showing
signs of age and water damage and water to the catch basins no longer flows (the original spigots
have been removed and filled in).
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Howe Springs Images

Fig. 1. Howe Springs, March 6, 2012, Source, Wikimedia:

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Howe Springs -
Fifth Avenue%2C Pittsburgh%2C PA - DSC04990-001.JPG



https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Howe_Springs_-_Fifth_Avenue%2C_Pittsburgh%2C_PA_-_DSC04990-001.JPG
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/24/Howe_Springs_-_Fifth_Avenue%2C_Pittsburgh%2C_PA_-_DSC04990-001.JPG

Fig. 3. Howe Spring, c. late 1890s, Source: Pittsburgh’s Shadyside.



THE HOWE SPRING, ON FIFTH AVL\IUL

Tlﬁs bmﬁll _spring, on one of Pittsburg’s fashionable residence streets, is greatly appreciated by the poot,

‘ who come long distances to fill jugs and pails with its cold, delicious water.
étd...._ o - g . . 1 1

Fig. 4. The Howe Spring, on Fifth Avenue, date unknown, Source: Chatham University Archives,
publication unknown, single page removed from book.
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Fig. 5. Pictures Taken at The Howe Spring, March 29, 1908, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.



THE HOWE SPRING, IN FIFTH AVENUE
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New Owner of Property Will Not Destroy Public Drinking Place.

—

Fig. 6. The Howe Spring, in Fifth Avenue, December 18, 1910, Source: the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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10WE SPRING, FIFTH AVENUE.

Fig. 7. Howe Spring, Fifth Avenue, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 8. Plan and Survey of T.M. Howe Estate made at the Request of Sarah Benedum, Date Unknown,
Source: Chatham University Archives.
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Fig. 8.1. Detail, Plan and Survey of T.M. Howe Estate made at the Request of Sarah Benedum, date
unknown, Source: Chatham University Archives.



Fig. 9. Greystone, Sewer and Drainage Plan of Benedum Estate (H.R. Farhart, Engineer), November,

1912, Source: Chatham University Archives.



Fig. 9.1. Detail, Sewer and Drainage Plan of Benedum Estate (H.R. Farhart, Engineer), November, 1912,

Source: Chatham University Archives.
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Fig. 10. Greystone Estate and Grounds (W.M. Van Tine, Architect & Builder), November, 1912, Source:
Chatham University Archives.
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Fig. 10.1. Greystone Estate and Grounds (W.M. Van Tine, Architect & Builder), November, 1912, Source:
Chatham University Archives.
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Fig. 11. Howe Springs, August 3, 1914, Source: Pittsburgh City Photographer Collection:
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-

idx?rgnl=ic all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;ql=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpic

cmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpa

rk;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;|
astview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
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http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
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Fig. 12. Amateur Sports, December 3, 1896, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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TWO-WHEELED RIFF RAFF
Highland Avenue seems to be

L e s

Fig. 13. Two-Wheeled Riff Raff Load on Fifth Ave., Date Unknown, Source: Publication Unknown, Housed
in Chatham University Archive.
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Water Table

Fig. 14. How Springs Develop Where the Land Surface Intersects the Water Table. Source: U.S. Geological
Survey.
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springs flowing
from where the fault
intersects land surface

Sandstone aquifer

Fig. 15. How Geologic Faults Can Bring Deep Ground Water to land Surface, Where it Discharges from
Springs. Source: U.S. Geological Survey.
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THAW'S SPRING, BEECHWOOD.

Fig. 16. Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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SYLVAN AVENLE’S NATURAL SPRING.

Fig. 17. Sylvan Avenue’s Natural Spring, August 8, 1897, Source: Pittsburgh Daily Post.
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Fig. 18. Brookline Spring on Berkshire Ave, July 13, 1905, Source: Pittsburgh Daily Post.
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Fig. 19. Rustic Spring, H/ghland Park P/ttsburg, Pa Postmarked May5 1912, Source: Postcard

21



Spring at Carnegle Lake, Nighland Park, Fittsourg, 72"
Fig. 20. Spring at Carnegie Lake, Highland Park, Pittsburgh, Pa. East Liberty, Date Unknown, Source:

Postcard.
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Cunnel and Spring, HNighland Park, Fittsburg, Pa. ’E

Fig. 21. Tunnel and Spring, Highland Park, Pittsburg, Pa. Postmarked October 4, 1912, Source: Postcard
(Published by the Pittsburgh News Company , Pittsburg, Pa.).
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THAW'S SPRING, BEECHWOOD.
Fig. 22. Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood, May 14, 1899, Source: the Pittsburgh Press.
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RUSTIC SPRING HOUSE, RIVERVIEW PARK.
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Fig. 23. Rustic Spring House, Riverview Park, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 24. The Iroquois Longhouse, retrieved July 5, 2016, Source: Native American NetRoots.com:
http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081
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tele, May 7, 2016, S

ource: Matth
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THE SPRING, MAIN DRIVE, SCHENLEY PARK.

Fig. 27. The Spring, Main Drive, Schenley Park, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Opposite the entrance to Carnegie Institute. The pictu shows now the spring
| has bee ~mutilated by workmer Residents of the district have appealed Lo
H. C. Frick to have the spring restors

Fig. 28. The Frick Spring, July 17, 1906, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 29. Voegtly Spring (a.k.a. Spring Hill Spring), 1940, Source:
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http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-

idx?rgnl=ic all;0p2=And;rgn2=hpicasc ci;med=1;c=hpicasc;ql=Fifth%20Avenue%20repaving%20about
%2050%20feet%20east%200f%20Highland%20Avenue;g2=AlS.1971.05;back=back1468594394;size=20;s
ubview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-
715.101744.cp;viewid=20090422-CP-0267.TIF
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1899

WANTED—Occupants for furnished front
room; vicinity of Howe spring, lady or
Fentlemam both guses; furnace; private

Ily. Write V 26, Press office, V28wp

zﬁ"; i & B

"ﬁ'l P'I‘—Irmnhhml TOOMS, gnmlmu- n |

preferred, 404 Bouth Highland ave., near |
Howe -anr'hu, 120b !

-— e o —

1901
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1902

REAL ESTATE.

s

CH} and Suburban Property.
FOR BALE, EXC {!AN':_-E. OR FOR

—A THANKSGIVING TREAT—
OPEN ALL DAY FOR YOUR INSPEC-
TIOXN.

The new and up-to-date residence on
Kentucky ave., No. 6101, one minute's
walk feom the ugorner of Fifth and High-

| land aves.
, FEATURES.
A New Huff Brick House,
il lLarge, Light Living Rooms,
Billiard Hoom, 17x3 feet,
& Bath Rooms,
Hot Water Heat,
Tile Porch.
Hard Wood Floors,
Frivate Btreet, vet within
1 Minute of 5 Car Lines and
Howe Spring;
Maodern in Evéry Respect.
Is not this attractive?

ot Blx1ln,
Sea— B A DICKIE & €O,
127 8. Highland Ave.
Telephanea,
| Uffice—Elther "Phone, No. 200 East,
| Heslde nee—Bell 1613-2 East. 1123a
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« 1903

E Boarders.

WANTED—Four or five nice gentlemen to room

and board, on South Highland, near Howe
Spring, who are willing to pay the right price
for first-class accommodations, by April 1. In-

quire at 5 West Stockton ave., Anegheng.
15p*
I.LOST-—-A bunch of keys, Wedresday evening,
at Howe spring. Will, finder kindlyv return
to . E. Turner, 1208 Farmers Bank Build-
ing? B628p
TO LET—T719 College ave., E. E.-—-Furnished
rooms for gentlemen; modern conveniences;
near table board, car lines and Howe spring,
."‘li'}';\ ‘t'l
A T TR .o oL .3 . e M R

WANTED- Toa buvy a residence near Howe |
Spring, Shadv Avenue Baptist +church. or
Margaretta schorl, price not to exceed &7.0iw |
cash. Write Y 171, Press offire, a3wp |

e — —  ——
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e
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REAUTIFIL 11

sarrifice.

near Fifth ave. and Howe Spring, at a great
Price for a few davs $£15,000.
Want houses for sale, rent or exchangs.

H. F. WOODBURN 0., 417 Fourth ave.

e S

rm-m hrirk house fine street,

e

—— o — e
-

NEW renter hall dwelling, near Howe spring,
for vacant or smaller uroperty.
200-f1. fine F,. E frontage for income.
% room brick house near Forbes st., Oakland.
Five amall houses for cheap Jots.
Thirty eclear lots for improved; will assume.
$1.500 clear property for larger property.
Fine & Linden ave. lot, 50x120.
Swissvale houses for “estinshousﬁ emplovea.
We want property for sale, rent or ex-
change.
H. F. WOODRURN Co 417 Fourth ave
L @ p

#
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WANTED -7 have $7.0MW) rash to buvr a home

within half mille of Howe spring, Pitrsburg.
property must be gond investment to be con-
sidered. Q. Jones, Hamiltnn Bu!!dlng O1%wp

- B

For mm

FOR EXCHANGE -New center hall dwelling,
smaller

%m Howe spring, for vacant or
pr

tt. fine E. E. frontage for income.
$-room brick house near Furbel lt.. Oakland.
Fh- small houses for cheap lo
clear lotg for improved; wﬂl assume.

clear property for l:l H' property.
g'nu S. Linden mrer lot, Box "

Swissvale houses for W’tatlnthohu
Wa wlnt J for eale, rent or ucgnm
RN CO., 417 Fourth ave,

"‘--‘ - R A R e
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| KENTUCKY AVE. B918 Furnished rooms, |

1904

WANTED—MISCELLANEOUS.

WANTED—Room, second story; breckiast
warm luncheon, dinner; private ; home-
like . near Howe spring, Wilkinsburg or -Alle-
gheny preferred: by refilned young man With
best references. will pay between $3%5 and U
per month; early answer desired. AL -
. Office of The Post.

S

refined neighborhood, near Howe Spring.
Bell "'phone East 2213 R. 41Twh

e — .

THE IMPERTAL, 1T Frankstown ave , £} -
Nicely furnizshed room; best 25¢ meal in clity.

418wy

8. HIGHLAND AVE., 421-—-Newly furnishad
rooms, with all conveniences; 2 minutes’
walk to Howe Spring: reasonable rent. 430wbh

SOUTH HIGHLAND AVE.,, 421. East End-

Furnished rooms. with or without board, near
Howe Spring:. convenient to car lines; reason-
able. 513wh
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NEVILLE ST., 531 -Large, sairy rooms, fine

shady porches, lawn and shade trees; must
be seen to be appreciated; just the place for
| the hot months: Howe Spring water- excellent
| home cooking: all conveniences of home Come
| and see. 685wb

__________ UUUUUNUILIINE

CITY AND SUBURBAN ROOMS.

FURNISHED ROOMS TO LET.

726 Ivy st., East End—Four handsomely fur-
nished rooms, saltable for light housekeeping, |
in residence of owner; $35, Including gas for
wolting., heating and lighting: use of bath,
laundry and storage rooms; Howe “
water to drink; to cuitured Christian le
on.y; irnmtdilte posgession, 524

-— = — e — — ”

FOR SALE,

A Lbeautiful modern home of 12 rooms, 2
bnt h!- hﬂ.rd w o ﬂ(_)ﬂ rs: lﬁcatp(l on Hﬂwe at.,
within three minutes® walk o Howe spring,;
near five car lines, ver in the hear:t of the
residence center of East End: nice large lut;

immediate possessicn; price only $18,000,
S. A, DICKIE & COMPANY,
Cor, Center and South Ilighland aves.

T _losr!

T AT IS & == - - - -
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7 rocms and bath, frame house Jot IS0x100:

5 minutes walk to Howe spring;: 2 minutes
to cars and train: £7.000: mu=t be sold nuick.
owner leaving city: no triflers need ansvwer.
Address. H 97. Press Office. 425%wr

—

6 OR 8 MEN to board; cool, light rooms;
price reasonable, excellent Jlocality; Howe
spring water. bB882 Ellsworth ave., E. E. T29xp

- ——————

— e —

' FARMS AND ACREAGE.

$7T00 PER ACRE.

235 acres, three coal, two mlles from Mo-
Kees Rocks; frame house € rooms, two barns
cticken house, all necessary outbuildings,
never-falling spring of water, said to be equal
to Howe spring, Fifth ave.

Will trade this farm for city property.

g ARNOLD & CO.,
434 Fourth ave. 824p

FURNISHED APARTMENT of 4 rooms in pri-
vate family, Shadyside, near Fifth ave: priv-
ilege of bath, gas for heating, lighting and
cocking, use of laundry and Howe spring wa-
ter.: $30 month to refined Christian adult couple
only. Apply Room 410, Ferguson Bldg.

1120wp
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EAST END TO LET
LOVELY RESIDENCE
IN ARISTOCRATIC KEIGH.HDIIH:JDD;
STONE AND SHINGLE, 11 ROOMS, 3 TILE
BATHS, LAWNS AND SHADE TREES; MA-
CADAMIZED DRIVES: 100 YARDS FROM
HOWE SPRING: RENT 21800 PER YEAR.
OWNER CALLED SUDDENLY WEST,

EBBERT, COOK & McCLINTOCHK,

MACHESNEY BLDG.. FOURTH AVEH.
H21hjlr

ELEGANT second story front room, mnewly
furnished; first-class conveniences; near

Howe spring; private family. 'Phone 1754-W
Highland, or address X 281, E. E. Press of-

fice SixXp
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FURNISHED ROOM—Nicely furnished inl
refined private family; strictly first-class |
conveniences, near Howe spring, East £nd.
Write D 249 East End ress office.
Isxp |

— —— ——— =

-
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¢ 1909

J. V. SHAFFER,

7548 Roslyn St., Swissvale.
P. & A. Phone 925 Hawkins. 1100

NEAR Fifth ave and Howe Spring—New

solid brick house; hardwood floors, panele«l
and beatutiful dining rom: 2 batlhs: hot
water =vstem for heating; grand view; best
neishborhood: chandeliers and decorations to
be s=elected. For terms call Wilkins 735-L.
- 110wp

—_— ———— e = = e ——

— g -

— - — S

S e

R —
g
1]

BOUTH GHLAND, 412-Nice Hght, alry
rooins, well furnished; meals If desired;

Ane iocattan; eonvenient Howe spring: refee-

ences exchanged BOwp

e

! BOARD

BOARD WANTED-—-Rooms and board wanted
for husband, wife and daughter 9 years old,

BEast End, near Howe Spring preferred. Ad-

drees Q. Jones., Ferguson Building. 2Twp

| MENTION THE PRESS WHEN ANSWER-
| ING ADB
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WAN'I:ED——FIm laborers, at Howe Bprlng
property, Fifth and Highland aves. W.
Vnn Tine, Manager. : 911":;'*

R

EAST END BARGAIN.
NS hanie O WARGSe. T Nign

ences; near mwa ﬂjwin and con :
Fifth ave. and East Libe VIDIENE. 1o

CONTINENTAL TRUST CO. *

248 Fourth ave. Court 2113.
a o~ _1022p

— —

-

DENER wanted. Capable man to take
G:ﬂ.l}‘t* of large property and not too strong to
work., must have refelences. W. H. Van
Tine, Mgr, Howe Spring property, Fifth and

I T
H@ﬂdnr‘l A 123we

nem e - ———

i el e e B . 3 B

— W

fvm)mm._fm'mmwnmg'
Work. W. H. Van migT, Hmm
mtrrmhmmphunm” 229we

PIESLs Vrarrasrss Afevnr .= o ‘oo : —————

Fig. 31. Advertisements Referencing Howe Spring, 1899-1909, Sources: Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,
Pittsburgh Press, Pittsburgh Daily Times.
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AReterences.
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Fig. 32. Detail, G.M. Hopkins & Co. Map., 1911, Source: http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-

bin/i/image/image-idx?view=entry;cc=maps;entryid=x-20090514-hopkins-0009
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Want Ad Headquarters. Court 1900 THE PITTSRURGH PRESS Other Press Departments, Court T304 TWENTY-FIVE

- Guests At Faghlonable Nuptlal Ceremony In May ‘Betrothed.Saciet)- Couple Vacation at Western Resort
Will Witness Display Of Gifts From Nippon Royalty [ ] 3\ "

Art Objects Of Prlcclnss Valuc Will Decorate Reed Home
For Daughtcrs \Vcddmg Latc Next Month ‘

By ADELE MOYER
Miss Ellinor Brown Reed and William Davison Gordon will not be the cynosure of all
eyes at their wedding reception which will be held at the Reed residence on Murray Hill Ave.,
rriage of May 30.
are Japanese objects d'ari—one a heavily gold lacquered box, a gift of an Em-
press of Japan—which are a part of the interior decoration of the residence of Mr. and Mrs.

Sclects Annl
Nuptial Date

Eleanor
Roosevelt

Ben Avon Girl to Become s
Bride in Home

taken boys who might have
THE DIONNE
QUINTUPLETS

Act Out Rbymes

SATURDAY

IN THE PRESS

9 . | A former Pi
Sorority Alum b .

Sponsor Luncheon

burgh girl who will
o home

of Beta P

Betrothed

snd M. 1. Brox

SAVE » and MORE

on These Famous Shoes
We cannot mention the famous neme, but
you will recognize the:
REGULAR !IIASD 'Alllls

‘e know that when you have
seen these shoes you will
agree “Iil lh:) are lhr best
shoe valu Pittsburgh
Look lcx Ihe hmn\n name
stamped on the shoe. Other
famous makes as usual.

$ 499

Other makes

$5.99

S T0 8 P BVERY ——

*Samuel Clarke Reed will attract the attention of the reception
guests. The rare possessions were willed to the family from
the estate of a member who was formerly Ambassador to the
Orient and his wife and they will be auractively displayed at
the East En the post-nuptial party.

In fact, Mrs. Reed is planning especially to show the bex

- Labor Topic
: Of Economist
In Club Talk

Pitt Economist to Address
Women—Other Groups
Schedule Events

ny
ety

ANNE wEIsS
probiems arising _trom

B¢ heories ns to
for Labor” when he addresses the
Pittsburen branch, American Asso-
ciation for University Wamen, Sat-
urday the Woman's
City Club. William Penn Fotel. The
social studies committee Is present-
g the forum topic.

Following _the address
reanomist some of the achievemenis
Teculting from voeational training

Titiee are in charge of 1hs meet-
ing.
Mrs Charles H. Stolt. chairman

oma 5. Sn
RO Memeives o hon

. ..
The annua] luncheon of the Bea-

o Adelatde Sehlel-

- fter il conclude the brogram.
The reservations commitice fn-

ciudes Mre M. C.

3 b

= einning e 3
orn _down_ some we ‘Mkee, M. Jons

b "¢ | Golioash, Mise Geraldine Fich and
.| Miss Helen M. Sanfore.

A Drogeam of Brahnss

of Dr.

via
Unider the directio
La choral wi prose

Eda Kreiing

GARDENIA
PERFUME

by Mary Dunhil

Tule "“"“ .L..m\l-
gt

250
.

fanny
e SO

a2 fvmk“'
rs'\'

p"‘“
e D s ot

Frnest

Mo Charien Beid ‘ot Ballimere, ls Planning

of Bal Md, and Clifford Meinz,
= 'som of Mrs. James P. Frater, of Beverley Hills, | June ceremony,

& West Penn Hospital Cot Club Is Sponsor

Of Opem to Promdc Fund for Chanty

Verdi's “Ald: be sung on|
a0COS | (he opening might, followed by
pera COmPARS | Bizevs “Carmen” Friday.

Eairman of nostesces.

Dr. Pauline Berry Mauck wil dis-

2| cuss “Science in the Hom:

| ine of the. South Hils Colless
Club Tuesday evening. in the Dor-
mont New Century Club. Dr. Mack

| = direcior of home economics

< At Fennsyivania State Col

The Pittsbuzsh Hollaay League
meeting. Mo
ome.set, p!n, z

T =
Chatm ocial Hall

Club Plays Bridge

a
fcan Leglon

The Yerse Spesking Chols, Pesc nmu wum‘ 15 "shairman of ost=
yivania. College. for Women, will | esses for & bridge party which will
Irat. the DRoGTAm. 46 the Ewrs failos the' meetnE.

Meycf onasson’s

Atlantic 6200 Liberty at Oliver

Mrs. William B. Todd.

Hurry

Tomorrow!

cLean-up SALE
150 DRESSES

from our better dress shop

14.95, $25, 39.95, 49.50

wi *10

Street, Sports, Dinner and
Evening Dresses on Sale

FIFTH FLOOR

All Sales Finall

Copyright © 2016 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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On July 17 a,communication wag pub-
lished lnytﬁe %ren rom W. N. Haslett,
guggesting the bujlding of a fountain at
the old Howe spring on Fifth avenue
Kast End, by popular subscriptions o
the wheelmen, The matter was called to
the attention of Mr, George Howe, and
he at once said that his mother would he
glad to bulld the fountain herself. The
work was. at once taken up, and within
two weeks after the publication of the
artiéle in the DPress contracts for the
: ite work of a magnificent fountain
mnbeen awarded. The granite comes
from Vermont and is now being rapldly
worked into shape. The fountain, as hag
been previously stated, will be located at
the headwaters of the spring and the
round between that, and Fifth avenue
be made into a handsome little park.
875,000 has been set aside for the
| nmctfon of the spring and beautifying
o € g;:k It has all been placed in the
» 335 trustees, who will have general
 charge of the spending of It. The wheel-
men of the city owe a hearty vote of
ths not only to Mrs, Howe for her
plendid gift, but to Mr. Haslett for first
ER* the idea. '

Copyright © 2016 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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AN T0 IMPROVE
THE HOWE SPRING

Following vehement protests against |
the turping off of the water in the
Howe springs, Fifth and Highland

,-avenues, by the bureau of water, be-
. cause the flow was contaminated,
2‘.Ar(:hxtm-t. W. H. Van Tine,- for M. L.
*"Benedum the new owner of the Howe
,qproperty. has prepared a plan for a
ew spring house which will prevent
contamination of the water in the fu-
ure.
‘= 'The reservoir will be submerged and
a«covered as are the filter beds at the
%Aspinwall filtration plant. From the
Teservoir the water will pass to the
. -fountain through six feet of pure sand.
;The fountain will be a magnificent
3 -ﬂ»-structure of classic design, with a
. frontage of 30 feet on Fifth avenue.
- It will be 14 feet high and will have
~‘a concrete roof effectually preventing
&;pollutlon from surface waters. Auto-
atiec drinking faucets and spigots wlill
- be vsed. The plan has been approved
:eb? the" dc-pa’rtment of public works.

RN

9%

T

s
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To Protect Howe Spring.

Former Mayor Guthrie stated
the trouble over the dismantling of

E
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i
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:
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POPULAR OLD SPRING COVERED W
BY BEAUTIFUL CONCRETE STRUCTURE

shelteied by artistic temple-like h'n'ﬂ:cm:wm
now
adorn grounds of city residence.

thirst, are

HOWE SPRING IN
GRECIAN SHELTER :

Like Temple of Ancients, Mod-
ern Concrete Covers
0ld Fount.

SHRINE TO THE THIRSTY

Many Persons Anxiously Wait
Day When They May Par-
take of Waters.

Like a Greclan temple over a fissure n
the rocks through which the oracle
spoke, the Howe spring fountain, on
Fifth avenue, near Highland avenue, has
been rebullt by M. L. Benedum, who has
purchased the estate. Of solid concrete,
with a facade and many plllars, the foun-

NEW SHELTER OVER HOWE SPRING

National bank; chief of police, J, J. Mc-
Carthy; Heatenant of police, Henry Foy:
street commissioner, Willlam  Bechier;
solicitor, J, I, Mayhugh; engincers, Har~
ropp, Hopkinx & Taylor, The following

mbers bexides President Gray Wwere
sworn iz George  MeClure, Thomas
Quinn, W, J, Dickson, Benjamin Schwartz
and Thomas Howar:

Turtle Creek boreugh council, 'hlch s
the only one composed “ialists in |
the Turtle Creek valley, organi hml yes-
terday morning and elected the following
officers: P.—Fldenl Lewis C:
retary, C. Dotts; treasure
Foster; solicitor, 8. H. Huselton: .:me!ol
police, ‘Jokn Forgle; captain of police,
Charles Causwell; street commissioner,

sworn In as a patrolman.

lvrurn In by Father
s New Member of Body.
\\'!hn(-rdlnu borough counell reorgan-
ized last evening by electing the follow-
ing officers: President, John Boyle, ana
clerk, George Graham. George W. Hore

a new my r.
his father, Christopher Horrocks, Who is
b Wilmerding. George Munroe
and Brooks Bostock are the other new
members of councll.

At a meeting at 10 o'clock Vesterday

i
cers: President, C. D. Dyer; clerk, F. U.
Bmucker, 4 solicitor, J. A. MeClarren.

Emsworth councll at its organization
meeting held in the boroush hall at 3
o'clock yesterday afternoon elected Alex
Stewart, president; John Sevin, elerk,
“nd the McBridge Engineering Company,

tain s
While the water does mot as yet flow into
It, preparations are under way to again
make it a public fount, and the work

Crafton council reorganized vesterday,
clecting the following officers: Preshlent,
Major Danlel Ashworth; clerk, Frank H.
Huffman; sollcltor, Robert '8. Chees:

is being Mr. pur
chased the Huwe estate more than a year
@go and began the ecrection of a palatial
mansion to take the plce of the old
bulldinks

When Mr. Beneum began bull@ing oper-
ations, the old fountain was torn down

and took on
sparkling Hquid. Men and came
with pails and bottles and e them.
In the heat of the summer the Fpring
was a source of delight fof pedestrians
and many street cars made it & rerullr

the reopening of the fountain.

It is sald that the mew concrete build-
ing will have on it the meémorial stone to
General and Mrs. Howe. The new struc-
ture is an example of Greclan art in
modern concrete. 1t ls the work of Man-

Vi Bened Ty,
:r‘hz ﬂ!‘llﬂed it. Bight sive l'lll!l;:

rnest Payne; depositary,
First Vlﬂnnll bank, of Crafton. Other
Officers will elected Tuesday evening.
January 8. The new members of coun-
€il are T. J. Fifzpatrick, of the Firat
d. H. Fox, of the Second. ward,
and J. B. McClements, of the Third ward.
Reorganization in Oakmont
s Without Incident.
uncil
‘morning wnh m- election of the follow-
ing officers:  President, Jacob Reed;
secretary, Willlam Kerr; solicitor, J. M.
Hunter; engineer, Douglass & McKnight;
treasurer, M. W. Bottomfield: strect com.
misgioner, Cha Gallagher; ehlef of
police, Alfred Evans.

Verona councll reorganized vesterday
morning with the election of the following
officers:  President, .T;rnn 8, McMunn;
secretary, 8. M. Gundy: treasurer, Wil-
llam J. Molleston; lnllcltwl‘. Robart D.
Elwood, Jr.; engineer, Fries & Sperling:
chief of police, Gottlien Gautschi. street
commissioner, A. L. Leiter,

Etna council reorganized last night by
electing the following officers:  Willlam

ppe, presideni; J. C. Armstrong, clerk,
and J. W, Thomas, solicitor.

St Clair borough counell met last night
and elected the following officers: Pres.
ilent, Thomas McMinn: clerk, Walter
Schafer: treasurer, Francis A

t J. WL

Y
1 ire. The round pillars = stand
:::lrunf-walk the square, beautifully dec-
orated, are first \llibh to those journey-
ing along Fifth avenue.

The ceiling has not been thoroughly
completed, from its appearance yester-
day. The roof of the siructure is fenced
with short concrete posts of artistic de-

and workmanship. The Whole Is a
triumph for concrete. On either side of
the fountain for, perhaps, 100 feet, ‘;x-

A i the Howe fountain, has not been
definitely decided.

stree
and ordinance officer, J\_
solicitor, Charles T.

Henr: Kimmel and Juhn Retel
policeman, Willlam Borneman, Frank
Bennet and John Melbert.

Three New Members in

Rankin Borough Council.
Raukin borough council

qublln ithn i i Cracle,
auftmann. The new mem
bers --vn;n in are T. M. Claeth, Jacob

Pitcairn. borough  council reorganisd
last evening and elected the followfng
officers: President, J. F, Courson; clerk,
J. H. Travers: treasurer, the

]

a
tional Bank of Pitcairn, and solicitor,
James M. Huston. The new members
sworn in are John Johnstonbaugh, John
Bergren and Herman Locke.

Copyright © 2016 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.
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HOWE SPRING AGAIN
OPENED TO THE PUBLIC.

After a year's work in improve-
ments, the famous Howe spring, at
Highland and Fifth aves.,, was opened
to the public today. Hundreds of bar-
rels of water will be emiptied daily from
-the mnumerous springs around that
property, into the great reservoir un- '

er the Howe spring. _
There is a constant storage of 4,000
barrels of water, from which is sup-
plied the sanitary bubbllnr drinking
fonts in the artistic Grecian shelter
house provided for the public. A com-
plete system of pumps carries the
water to the M. T. Benedum residence
now under construction on the hiil
above. The spring is on the Benedum
property. : ‘

Copyright © 2016 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. Né’\'};,s" o
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HOWE SPRING WATER ‘BUBBLES’
FROM ORDINARY CITY MAIN

Hundreds of Plttsburghers, afoot, in
strect cars, automoblles and in other
vehlcles, who have made pilgrimag
to Ilowe Spring, FIifth avenue, at
Highland avenue, will learn by this
story that they were, the wvilcums of
jtheir imaginations. :

sany familles In the East End and
Squirrel Hill districts, who have be-
ljeved that they could drink nothing in
the way of water unless it camo from
the Howo Spring; Plttshurghers who
took hig thermos bottles filled with its

and others will he surprised to know
that for the past soveral years they
have beon drinking just plain old Pitls-

—

e Wi o e i WY {;ﬂmm

. o

-with o whole lot of pride that it was

sparkling water when on a journey,|

burgh water—the kind that pours from |
kitchen faucets. ! ]
Supt. Charleg Findley of the city's.

Bureau of Water, ndmitted yesterday

the water from c¢iiy malns that tasted
s0 good to a lot of anua pura connois-
HeUrs. T

. Beveral years ago an--epldemic of
typhold fever was traced to the 'r:nﬁ-
taminated water of the spring and the
Health Bureau closed it A elty water
lne was tupped and connected to the
outlet pipes and the aupply was un-
failing, No test bas bheen. made re-
contly to see If the ground -water Is

pure,
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Bill Levis/Paost

Benedum staircase landing will be retained.

side will never be the
same. Greystone, the former prop-
erty of oil wildcatter Michael Late
Benedum — 7% parklike acres on
a high terrace above the intersec-
tion of Fifth and South Highland
avenues — is in radical
transformation

Until recently the mansion was a
Chatham College dormitory hall
with meeting rooms. The property,
given to the college in 1960 by the
Claude Worthington Benedum
Foundation, is now owned by
Greystone Associates — Ernest,
Gearge and Richard Stern, owners
of Cinemette Corp. of America, and
architect Arthur Lubetz

They will turn the 23-room house
into six apartments and will re-
place the green terrace with 46
town houses, the whole being called
Greystone

Drawing based on rendering by Craig Scott of Arthur Lubetz Associates shows town houses on terrace

dwardian mansion put to’

Twenty-seven of the new three-
stary structures will have double
garages and will face Fifth Ave-
nue. Thirteen others, slightly larg-
er, will climb a gently graded new
road, that leads to the top of the
knoll. The land around the mansion
will be subdivided into three single-
family lots

Greystone, the largest mansion
remaining on Fifth Avenue, was
sold by Chatham College for §1.7
million. Budget for the new devel-
apment is $10 million. Some of the
town houses along Fifth are ex-
pected to be ready for occupancy
by late October,

Looking at a bulldozer scooping
out the terrace, Lubetz explained,
“We are supplying the natural
landscape with an urban land-
scape.” Much delicate negotiation
has gone into convincing Grey-
stone's wealthy Woodland Road
neighbors of the feasibility of this
plan. All of that was settled before

. Mansion is at top.

Os use

the first spade was lifted.

Lubetz, whose firm, Arthur Lu-
betz Associates, has just completed
the 17-story Lincoln Towers, an
apartment for the elderly near
Lincoln Tunnel in northern New
Jersey, walked through his latest
challenge, the empty and bedrag-
gled grand rooms of Greystone
The 1911-12 Edwardian mansion
was designed by WH. Vantine,
about whom little is known except
that he must have been somewhat
odd

We are allowing the house to
stay almost intact,” Lubetz said
It will still be grand driving up the
hill and through the gates at the
back of the house” Lubetz and
Associates recently saved delails
of the original large house at 5030
Fifth Avenue when they converted
it into condominiums

Al Greystone, elaborate plas-
tered ceilings in the 17th-century
(Continued on Page 19

Arthur Lubetz
stands in <kylit
marhle solarium.

i i calnl e S ol e
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THURSDAY MORNING,

= JULY 13, 1905

MRS. ELIHU ROOT,

Wie of the new secretiry of wiate, mnd who will be the first lsdy of the
cabinet set.

FALL SCHEDOLE 0UT.

WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA GOLF
ASSOCIATION ANNOUNCES
DATES OF MATGHES.

BUSY TIME FOR GOLFERS.
e

BROOKLINE

THE 15-MINUTE SUBURB

is being shaped up rapidly to what is
everybody’s idea of a metropolitan city.
The work of installing its three-quarters of a million dollars worthof traction and

L'l_L is p wonderfully. People who saw the ltsic of des
last weck:xpr:n unbounded surprise as they enter the property this week

Reduction Sale
in
Tennis Goods
On Thursday and Friday.
(Lawer Fiser)

“The McCreery” Kackets.
“Duguesne” \um 81.80.
*“Belmar" 1.50.

|g Betty's Morning Chat §

SOCIETY
EVENTS.§|

TO WORK ON GHILDREN.

Total Abstainers® o Adopts

“Bellevue™ “  2.00...
“Shadyside” =  3.00..
“Oakmont™ - 4.00.
Lll\llpd -nutl‘l of Wright & Ditson and B.
G. I. Championship Tennis Balls,
#3.50 per donn.
Value

McCreery and Company,

Wood Street at Sixth Avenue,
PITTSBURGH.

y-made Linen Pattern Walsts.
Embroldered or open work designs,

Value #5.00.
Hand embroidered Linen Jackets. “Frocks
and Frills” mod mmed with lace,

& .
Value $10.50.

Hand embroidered Linen \\'-i-t Patterns,
$3.75 to £10.

Orders accepted for m-king waists of these
patterns.

McCreery and Company,

Wood Street at Sixth Avenue,
PITTSBURGH.

Lingerie Sale,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
(Feurtn Fioars
Corset Covers.
Nainsook, trimmed with lace and embroldery, |
Oc, 75¢, $1.00 and $1.25,

Fine qualities of Nainsook finished with em-
broideries, Valenciennes or Torchon laces
and ribbons.
Low neck, Elbow sleeves, |
$1.00, 0 and 81 ﬂa |

Values &

Petticoats,
Made of Cambric trimmed with embroidery
insertion and ruffl

Vall
Chemises.
Nainsook. Fitted or full back. Trimmed
akirt,

050,
Values $1.25 to 81,45,
Drawers.
insook. Finfshed with full rufies of em-
broidery or lac d  embroidery in-
sertions,

D5e.
Value 21.25,

McCreery and Company,

Wood Street at Sixth Avenue,
PITTSBURGH.

They become ardent in their praise when they behold how much has been complel
of what was unfinished at the time of their previous visit.

Photograph of Brookiine Soring. on Berkebire Ave.. Brookline.

The great Spring on Is being walled In Ro-
manesque style and beautifully parked. A nice width of the frontage adjoin-
ing either side of It on Berkshire Avenve has been reserved for the public.
Flowers and trees have been planted. The water is pure, sparkling, ice
oold, and as Inexhaustible as that of the famous Howe Spring on Fifth
Avenue, in the East End.

We publish accompanying this announcement a photograph of Brookline Spring
as it appears t One of the temptations to stroll on the granolithic-stone sidewalks
of Brookline is the knowledge that you may stop at this spring and drink water that's
as pure as the smokeless, fogless, dustless air that you will breathe.

What does the preservation of this wonderful spring signify? It signifies that
we are not only bending our energies to establish improvements of m:q:mludr: like the
great Brookline T-railed, double-tracked trolley and Brookline’s twenty-five miles of Porter-
block paved streets, macadamized streets, sanitary sewered streets, granolithic-stone side-
walks, city-water mains, gas-mains and electric-lighted streets, but that we are quick to
introduce any valued luxury that will contribute to the property’s unusualness and to the
welfare of the people who locate on it

Why are we doing all ihis? Wouldn’t the ex-
penditure of a smaller fortune suffice to sell the
property and satisfy the purchasers? It might.
But our great motive is one of evolution, not of
experiments and risks. By putting under and on
top of Brookline’s ideal highlands the finest im-
provements any human being will have everseen,
we make Brookline CITY REAL ESTATE instead of a PART-
JALLY IMPROVED ALLOTMENT, as would have satisfied the
ambition of the average promoter.

ewered streets. in a locas
T'his f that!
uction of later

Even a
tion fike Fire
City real estate m

m: THINK OF THAT! Try to

This matchle

price 1 who buys it
cance tham appears at first glance

Park before you can get anything 10 compare with it
All this CITY REAL ESTATE JUST 15 MINUTES FROM THE PITTS-

BURG POSTOFFICE OFFERED AT POPULAR PRICES makos a proposi-
tion that Is bound to stand unparalleled for many a year to come.

k at the Bawm Grove
You cannot find its e

If you cannot get out during the day, come sce Brookline's grand panorama of improvements under the Electric
Lights,
Take the new Brookline cars anyvwhere on Smithficld Stree at the Union, B & O or P & L. E. depots, You'll
B deskig thtngh The Tunnel and riding into the property b \ realize it
don e lots, having building restricti

terms of 5 per cent down and 235 per cent monthly, with no

Fer Further Information, Free Car Tickets, Etc., Sca The

FREEHOLD REAL ESTATE CO.,

SROOKLINE OFFICE OPEN 3¢ Floar Times Bids., 334 Fourth Ave., Plttsburg, Pa.
EVERY EVENING TILL ®. Agent for West Liberty Improvemont Company.

= 1 el “Fhene 1970 Court. : or 1l Phome 5 M. Le
TELEFHONES | CITY OFFICE—Jiel] 'Thane 1070 Court,  BROOKLINE OFFICE—Bell Thome 50 it Lebanon.

e
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HOWE SPRING WATER ‘BUBBLES’
FROM ORDINARY CITY MAIN

Hundreds of Plttsburghers, afoot, in
strect cars, automoblles and in other
vehlcles, who have made pilgrimag
to Ilowe Spring, FIifth avenue, at
Highland avenue, will learn by this
story that they were, the wvilcums of
jtheir imaginations. :

sany familles In the East End and
Squirrel Hill districts, who have be-
ljeved that they could drink nothing in
the way of water unless it camo from
the Howo Spring; Plttshurghers who
took hig thermos bottles filled with its

and others will he surprised to know
that for the past soveral years they
have beon drinking just plain old Pitls-

—

e Wi o e i WY {;ﬂmm

. o

-with o whole lot of pride that it was

sparkling water when on a journey,|

burgh water—the kind that pours from |
kitchen faucets. ! ]
Supt. Charleg Findley of the city's.

Bureau of Water, ndmitted yesterday

the water from c¢iiy malns that tasted
s0 good to a lot of anua pura connois-
HeUrs. T

. Beveral years ago an--epldemic of
typhold fever was traced to the 'r:nﬁ-
taminated water of the spring and the
Health Bureau closed it A elty water
lne was tupped and connected to the
outlet pipes and the aupply was un-
failing, No test bas bheen. made re-
contly to see If the ground -water Is

pure,
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Do

ONLY TWO CITY SPRINGS
“ IE NOT CONTAMINATED.

Howe and Snyder Waters Do Not
Contain Any Typhoid

Germs.

Superintendent J. F. Edwards, of the
health department. vesterday announced
that after tesis had been made of the
water from the springs and private wells
in the cityv it was found that nearlyv all
are contaminated with typhnid germs. He
believed this to be one reason for the
great number of typhoid casss being re-
ported daily.

The Howe spring, in Fifth. near Shady
avenue, and the Snvder spring, in |
Schenley park, are pure, but so far as |
have been examined the rest have been
found to contain typhoid germs. |

Springs found impure are: Frick spring, |
opposite entrance to Schenley park:
spring at 7639 East Herron avenue; spring |
in Cherokee street, 10 rods above Ossipee
street; spring in Soho street, near Fifth
avenue and Jumonville street; watering
trougn in Second avenue, near Tenth |
street; iron pipe springs at Hastings and |
Edzerton sireets; spring formed by |
whisky barrel at 7504 Trevanion streat,

Superintendent Edwards said that while
the Howe and Snyder springs are pure
now they might become contaminated at |
any time, and that the ohly safe way is |
to boil the water.

: e

v
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Opposite the entrance to Carnegie Institute. The picture shows now the sprin

=
has been mutilated by workmen. Residents of the district have appealed to
H. C. Frick to have the spring restored.
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WATER SUPPLY
RUNNING LOWl

Officials Ask Citizens To |’
Use as Little As
Possible.

Following a conference yesterday
in the city treasurer's office between
. council, city engineers, representa-
E  tives of the Red Cross 2nd other wel-
., fare activities, and all department |
' heads, the water bureau representa-
tives emphasized the necessity  for |
economy in the use of water. '

Exhaustion of reservoir reserves will |
, probably take place this morning. |
The hizher areas of the city will suf-
. fer first, and the lower levels will be
- the last to be without supply.
The key to the whole situation in |
1 supplving the filtration plant with
- raw water hinges on the resumption |
of activities at the Ross primary
pumping station. It is estimated that
it will take not less than 48 hours to |
cet the pumps started.

Scores of men and the most com-
petent engineers and pumping equip-
ment were rushed to stations yester-
day, particularly to Ross station, to
drain them so that the machinery can |
R he cleaned. Electricity is already |
L. available for everv plant except one,
k- so far as that source of power 1=
ri needed.

a This fact and other vital informa-
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HisTorIC REVIEW COMMISSION

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

HISTORIC NOMINATION FORM

HRC Staff Use Only

Fee Schedule

Please make check payable to Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh

Date Received: oooovoe Individual Landmark Nomination: $100.00
Parcel NO.: oo District Nomination: $250.00
LYY= Lo

Zoning Classification: .........ccccccvevvveiieeiieesieennn,

BIAG. INSPECION:.....vvoviiviii 1. HISTORIC NAME OF PROPERTY:

CoUNCIl DIStIICE: ceeveveeee e e eeeieee e e e e The Voeqﬂv Sprinq

2. CURRENT NAME OF PROPERTY:
The Spring Hill Spring/VVoegtly Spring

3. LOCATION

a.
b.

C.

Street: Damas St. near the intersection with Homer St.
City, State, Zip Code: Pittsburgh, PA, 15212
Neighborhood: Spring Hill

4. OWNERSHIP

d.
e.
f.

Owner(s): City of Pittsburgh
Street: 414 Grant Street
City, State, Zip Code: Pittsburgh, PA Phone: (412) 255-8850

5. CLASSIFICATION & USE — Check all that apply

Type Ownership Current Use:
X Structure [] Private — home Spring

[] Building [] Private — other

X site X] Public — government

[] Object [] Public - other

[] District [] Place of religious worship

6. NOMINATED BY

a.
b.

Name: Matthew W.C. Falcone

Street: 1501 Reedsdale St., Suit 5003

City, State, Zip:_Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233

Phone: (412) 256-8755 Email: mfalcone@preservationpgh.org




7. DESCRIPTION
Provide a narrative description of the structure, district, site, or object. If it has been altered over time, indicate the
date(s) and nature of the alteration(s). (Attach extra pages if necessary.)

If Known:
a. Year Built: Circa 1912

b. Architectural Style: Vernacular

c. Architect/Builder:  Person Unknown - City of Pittsburgh

Narrative: see attached page 7. Description”

8. HISTORY
Provide a history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include a bibliography of sources consulted. (Attach extra
pages if necessary.) Include copies of relevant source materials with the nomination form (see Number 11).

Narrative: see attached page "8. History"

9. SIGNIFICANCE
The Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances, Title 11, Historic Preservation, Chapter 1: Historic Structures, Districts, Sites and
Objects lists ten criteria, at least one of which must be met for Historic Designation. Describe how the structure, district,
site, or object meets one or more of these criteria. (Attach extra pages if necessary.)

Narrative: see attached page "9. Significance"

The structure, building, site, district, object is significant because of (check all that apply):

1. [ Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity;

2. X lIts identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the
cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development
of the City of Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United
States;

3. X lts exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or
craftsmanship;

4. [] Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh,
the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

5. X Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

6. [X Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;
7. [X Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of

the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the
United States;




8. [X Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement
significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may
lack individual distinction;

9. [X Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related
theme expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that
may or may not be contiguous; or

10. [X] Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing
an established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City
of Pittsburgh.

X In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or
object that meets any one or more of the criteria listed above shall also have
sufficient integrity of location, design, materials, and workmanship to make it worthy
of preservation or restoration.”

10. NOTIFICATION/CONSENT OF PROPERTY OWNER(S)

1.3(a)(2) Community information process.

Preceding submission of a nomination form for a District, the Historic Review Commission shall conduct
at least one (1) public information meeting within or near the boundaries of the proposed district, that
shall include at least one (1) member of the Department of City Planning and one (1) Commission
member, to discuss the possible effects of designation. Notice shall be given to the owners of property in
the proposed district in accordance with Section 1.3(b) below. The final public information meeting shall
be held no more than six months before the nomination form is submitted.

1.3(a)(1)(a) Subsection F.

In the case of a nomination as a Historic District, by community-based organizations or by any
individual, but in either event the nomination shall be accompanied by a petition signed by the owners of
record of twenty-five (25) percent of the properties within the boundaries of the proposed District.

- Please attach documentation of your efforts to gain property owner’s consent.-
11. NUMBER AND SUBJECTS OF PHOTOGRAPHS INCLUDED WITH THE NOMINATION FORM: Please Attach
12. LIST OF SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS SUBMITTED WITH THE NOMINATION FORM: Please Attach

13. NOMINATION FORM PREPARED BY:

a. Name: Preservation Pittsburgh

b. Street: 1501 Reedsdale St., Suite 5003

City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233

Phone: (412) 256-8755 Email: info@preservationpgh.org

e

e. Signature:




HisTorIC REVIEW COMMISSION

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

HISTORIC NOMINATION — INSTRUCTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE NOMINATION FORM

1.

2.

Indicate the original name of the property if it is currently known by a different name; e.g. Union Station.
Indicate the current name of the building or district, e.g. The Pennsylvanian.

Indicate the street address for a building. For districts, attach a separate sheet listing the street address of each
property included in the nomination and a clear street map of the area showing the boundaries of the
proposed district.

Indicate the owner of the property and his or her mailing address. For districts, attach a separate sheet listing
the owner of each property and his or her mailing address.

Check the classification as indicated.

a. “Historic Structure” means anything constructed or erected, the use of which requires directly or
indirectly, a permanent location on the land, including walks, fences, signs, steps and sidewalks at
which events that made a significant contribution to national, state or local history occurred or which
involved a close association with the lives of people of nations, state or local significance; or an
outstanding example of a period, style, architectural movement, or method of construction; or one of
the last surviving works of a pioneer architect, builder or designer; or one of the last survivors of a
particular style or period of construction.

b. “Historic District” means a defined territorial division of land which shall include more than one (1)
contiguous or related parcels of property, specifically identified by separate resolution, at which
events occurred that made a significant contribution to national, state, or local history, or which
contains more than one historic structure or historic landmarks, or which contains groups, rows or
sets of structures or landmarks, or which contains an aggregate example of a period, style,
architectural movements or method of construction, providing distinguishing characteristics of the
architectural type or architectural period it represents.

C. “Historic Site” means the location of a significant event, a prehistoric or historic occupation or
activity, or a building or structure whether standing, ruined or vanished, where the location itself
maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the value of any existing structures.

d. *“Historic Object” means a material thing of historic significance for functional, aesthetic cultural or
scientific reasons that may be, by nature or design, moveable yet related to a specific setting or
environment.

Indicate the person(s) responsible for the nomination. Please note: According to the Historic Preservation
Ordinance:

Historic Review Commission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 — (412) 255-2243 4




“Nomination of an

area, property, site, or object for consideration and designation as a Historic Structure,

Historic District, Historic Site, or Historic Object may be submitted to the Historic Review Commission by
any of the following:

The Mayor
A Member
A Member
A Member
The Owner
nomination

®ao0 o

of the City of Pittshurgh

of the Historic Review Commission

of the City Planning Commission

of the Pittsburgh City Council

of Record or any person residing in the City of Pittsburgh for at least one year (for the
of a Historic Structure, Site or Object)

f. A signed petition of 25% of the owners of record (for the nomination of a Historic District)

7. Write a physical description of the nominated property or district. Include the following information as

applicable:

architectural style(s)

arrangement of architectural elements
building materials

method(s) of construction

visual character

street pattern

density

type and arrangement of buildings
topography

history of the development of the area

8. Provide a narrative history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include the following information when

available:

History of the development of the area;

Circumstances which brought the structure, district, site, or object into being;

Biographical information on architects, builders, developers, artisans, planners, or others
who created or contributed to the structure, district, site, or object;

Contextual background on building type(s) and/or style(s);

Importance of the structure, district, site, or object in the larger community over the course
of its existence.

Include a bibliography of all sources consulted at the end. Where historical information is
uncertain or disputed, reference sources in the text.

9. Listed below are the categories and criteria for historic designation as set forth in the Pittsburgh Historic
Preservation Ordinance. Describe in detail how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of the
criteria.  According to that legislation in Section 1.4 of the Pittsburgh Historic Preservation Ordinance,
Criteria for Designation, a building must meet at least one of the following criteria in order to be designated:

1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event or activity;

2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural,

histor
Pittsb

ic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of
urgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity,
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship;

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual

work

is significant in the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of

Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

Historic Review Commission
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5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement significant to the
cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may lack individual distinction;

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme
expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may
not be contiguous; or

10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of
Pittsburgh.

In addition, the ordinance specifies that “Any area, property, site, structure or object that
meets any one or more of the criteria listed above shall also have sufficient integrity of
location, design, materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or
restoration.”

10. The nomination must be accompanied by evidence that the nominator has made a good-faith effort to
communicate his or her interest in the historic designation of this landmark or district to the owner(s) of these
properties. Describe how this was done, and attach evidence that the owner(s) of the nominated landmark or
of the properties within the nominated district have been informed of the nomination. This may include a
copy of a notification letter with a mailing list, a letter confirming phone calls, or a petition signed by affected
property owners.

11. Clear photographs of the nominated buildings or districts should accompany the nomination form. The
applicant shall include photographs of all elevations of an individual building and its setting, or the front
elevation of each building in a district. In the case of closely spaced buildings or rowhouses, several
buildings may be included in one photograph. Each photograph must be labeled with the street address of the
building(s) and the month and year the photograph was taken.

12. Copies of major supporting documents should accompany the nomination form. Such documents may
include, but are not limited to:

historic photographs;

historic and contemporary maps;

historic or contemporary texts describing the subject property or district;

historic or contemporary texts describing people, places, or events that comprise the
historic context of the subject property or district.

e Oversized materials (such as architectural drawings) and materials too fragile to copy may
be accepted.

PLEASE NOTE: It is the responsibility of the nominator to provide the Historic Review Commission and its Staff
with information sufficient to fairly evaluate the nomination. Incomplete nomination forms will not be accepted.
Fee must be included. Nominations must be submitted in both electronic and hard-copy format.
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CHECKLIST: INSERT NAME OF PROPERTY HERE

X #1-6 Nomination Form: Address, Ownership, Classification, Nominator Info.
X] #7: Description
X] #8: History
X] #9: Significance

= #10 Consent of Property Owners

X

#11 Photographs of Property: numbered and labeled

= #12 List of Supporting Documents

X Fee

Hard-Copy nomination

X

X Electronic nomination (Word Format for text).
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Voegtly Spring (“Spring Hill Spring”) Addendum
7. Description

The site of Voegtly Spring (Fig. 1) in the Spring Hill neighborhood is located on the bend of
Damas St. about 30 yards east of the intersection with Homer St., directly across from the
former firehouse, which now houses Steel City Boxing. In 1912 a rectangular concrete structure
was built into the side of the hill to concentrate and control the flow of the spring, this structure
is approximately 106” tall and 86” wide (Fig. 2). The spring structure sits back about 39 inches
from the sidewalk, and the shale wall to the right of the spring is about 70 inches from the
sidewalk.

In the center of the concrete structure there is a rounded-arched opening that recesses into the
structure. At the center of this opening is a brass spigot from which water flows and two metal
brackets protrude from the left side and another metal latch on the right side of the opening. A
metal bottom lines this opening and allows water, which spews in a constant stream from the
spigot, to drain. Outside of this opening is a shallow, rectangular sill, which protrudes from the
fagade of the structure (Fig. 3).

The top of the concrete structure is defined by a rectangular lip that protrudes from the facade
and delineates the stone assemblage that sits atop the concrete spring, bridging the gap
between the tufa above and the spring structure below. This section is roughly the width of the
concrete structure below and appears to be comprised of a mix of the surrounding slate and
concrete. In the center of this portion of the structure there is a small, square metal door,
hinged at left and with a latch on the right side of the panel.

The spring structure is located on parcel id # 47-K-193 and is owned by the City of Pittsburgh.

8. History

The property upon which the spring sits was part of a fairly large tract of land that William
Robinson Jr., the first mayor of Allegheny City, sold to Nicholas Voegtly Jr., John Voegtly,
Mathias Voegtly, and Nicholas Voegtly in March 1863." At the time this land is identified as
being in Reserve Twp. Part of this tract that is referred to as the Voegtly Farm Plan was sold to
George Hetzel Sr. in 1864.% The rest stayed in the hands of various Voegtlys. The part of the
"Farms" tract where the spring is now located was transferred to Nicholas Voegtly who died in
1864. Nicholas Voegtly's heirs were Anne (his widow), Elizabeth Voegtly Steiner (his daughter),
Sarah Voegtly Crone (his daughter), Nicholas A. Voegtly (his son), John Voegtly (his son), and
Mary Voegtly Hetzel (his daughter and wife of Charles A. Hetzel). Following the death of their
mother, the Voegtly heirs owned the property as tenants in common. In December of 1921 the
“Nicholas Voegtly Heirs Plan” had been surveyed and recorded in the County Plan Book.? In this
deed the properties were partitioned in an equal manner to the various heirs: Lot 11, which now

! Note: The “Voegtly” name appears with various spellings in deeds and historical maps: “Voegtly,
Voeghtley, Voegtley.”

2 Plan Book #3, p.54, County Building, Pittsburgh, Pa.

® Deed Book Vol. 2069, p.527, County Recorder's Office, Pittsburgh, Pa.



houses the spring, was assigned to John Voegtly. John died without heirs and left his share to
his sister Sarah V. Crone.

Sarah stipulated in her will that all the remaining portions of her estate were to be evenly
divided between the Tuberculosis Hospital of Pittsburgh at Leech Farm and the Allegheny
Association for the Improvement of the Poor. The two charitable groups, by the 1930s had
come under the jurisdiction of the City and the Family Welfare Association of Allegheny
County. The other heirs made an agreement with the City and the Family Welfare Association
so that the properties were transferred to the remaining Voegtly heirs, in return each agency
was paid $5000.*

Lot # 11, which had been assigned to John Voegtly in 1921 was sold, along with several other
lots, to one Irene Riebling in on January 8, 1931.> Four days later on Jan. 12, 1931 Irene Reibling
sold Lot # 11 to Elmer J. Voegtly who was the son of Nicholas A. Voegtly and the grandson of
Nicholas V. Voegtly. This is the name that appears on the lot in the Sanborn and Hopkins maps
of the site where the spring is located.

It is suspected that one of the Voegtlys or some residents of the hill took it upon themselves to
channel the natural spring that ran from the top of the knoll down through the Robinson
Street "gulch" to Butcher's Run that ran through Spring Garden.®

Natural Spring History

According to maps of Allegheny City printed until 1882, a stream ran down from the top of
Spring Hill, ran through the intersection of Humboldt St. (now Homer St.) and an unnamed
street (how Damas St.) and down into modern day Spring Garden (Fig. 4). In 1912 a rectangular
stone and concrete structure was built into the shale hillside alongside Damas St. (formerly
Robinson Road) to harness the flow of water beneath the ground to provide easy access to
drinking water for the residents of the neighborhood and surrounding area (Fig. 5).

This spring provided a valuable and much needed source of clean water to the under-served
population on Spring Hill. Before Allegheny City was annexed by Pittsburgh in 1907, the public
water distribution system consistently had difficulty meeting the increasing demand for clean
water by a growing population. System capacity limits and the challenge of hilltop
neighborhoods contributed to this strain. Many areas like Spring Hill had to rely on natural
springs for access to clean water. Because Allegheny water system used tanks and gravity flow
to create water pressure, it did not service the residents of Spring Hill until holding tanks were
installed in 1886 and 1897, but even “these tanks were drained as fast as they were filled.”’

Perhaps the spring’s most valuable, though less frequent, function was to provide clean water to
nearby hospitals and doctors’ offices. Residents remember that hospitals and citizens from
across the City of Pittsburgh became especially dependent on the spring in Spring Hill during the

* Deed Book Vol. 2445, p.38, County Recorder's Office, Pittsburgh, Pa.

® Deed Book Vol. 2437, p.501, County Recorder's Office, Pittsburgh, Pa.

¢ John Canning. Email Correspondence, 8 October 2010, to Charles Gamper. Transcript in the possession
of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.

" Jordan, Bruce W. “The Allegheny City Water Works, 1840-1907.” The Western Pennsylvania Historical
Magazine. January 1987 vol. 70, No. 1. pp.29-52. See also, Map of Water Distribution System 1882.



1936 flood. The 1936 “St. Patrick’s Day Flood” knocked the Ross Street Pumping Station, which
fed the city’s primary filtration beds, out of service due to equipment damage and power
outages. This caused the city’s supply of drinkable water to reach dangerous levels, and The
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette reported on March 21, 1936, “All authorities agreed that water
situation was the most serious confronting the city.”® To mitigate this threat to the health of the
city, the City Water Bureau urgently warned the citizenry to conserve water. Residents,
businesses, and hospitals did everything in their power to avoid using city water. Springs like
the one on Spring Hill therefore became an invaluable resource to the community.

Based on personal recollections, the spring water was tested and shut off sometime in the
1950s. A number of residents report that the water was compromised after new homes were
built above the spring site. One of the houses above the spring, the house built on lot 47-L-44,
was constructed in 1957 and may have contributed to the contamination of the spring.’ A
photograph from a Pittsburgh Press article dated December 28, 1952 confirms that the spring
was still in use in the early 1950s (Fig. 6).° It is reported that during this time the spring water
developed a distasteful odor and became a yellowish orange color. According to Mrs. Fohl, a
young resident in college at the time got the water tested and found it to be contaminated. The
water was initially closed off with a combination of rags and wooden boards. These boards,
however, were frequently torn off because people wanted to get to their precious water. In
order to prevent this, the spring was finally sealed up by filling in the opening with a layer of
concrete. It is still unclear as to who actually completed the work to seal off the spring with a
layer of concrete. However it happened, the neighborhood was sad to see their beloved spring
lose its functionality.

9. Significance

2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural,
historic, architectural, archaeological, or related aspects of the development of the City of
Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

As described in the “History” section above, the spring was constructed on the property
owned by the Voegtly family, a prominent family that played an influential role in
Allegheny City’s, and Pittsburgh’s, early development. The patriarch of the family,
Nicholas Voegtly, Sr., was best known for his philanthropic efforts throughout the lower
North Side. His donated land for the creation of the Voegtly Evangelical Church
(established in 1833) and the Voegtly Cemetery, now both lost. In a petition addressed
to Pittsburgh City Council on April 3, 1912 the authors state that a spring located on “the
old Voegtly Place...has supplied the people of that section with the purest water for the
past fifty years.”*" This implies that although there was no physical structure on the
site, the Voegtly family had an informal arrangement to allow residents to enter on to
their private property since roughly the 1860s. As a result of this petition, the City

& “Water Supply Assured City, Pumps Running.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. March 21, 1936.

° Allegheny Assessment Report for 47-L-44.

10“No Teeth Anyway,” The Pittsburgh Press, December 28, 1952.

11 B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm,
Robinson Road, 24™ Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.



formally asked the Voegtly heirs their permission to construct a permanent catch basin
at the spring, which was granted on May 7" 1912.%

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style, or design distinguished by innovation, rarity,
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship;

Roth defines vernacular architecture is defined as “a category of architecture based on
local needs, construction materials and reflecting local traditions. At least originally,
vernacular architecture did not use formally-schooled architects, but relied on the
design skills and tradition of local builders.”*® The history, design, and construction
surrounding the Voegtly Spring fit within this definition. The lower portion of the spring
appears to be constructed entirely of concrete and recent restoration efforts seem to
reaffirm this. (Fig. 7). The top of the spring appears to be composed of cement and
rocks from the immediate hillside, possibly left over from when the street was regraded
(Figs. 8 & 9). No record exists that indicates who constructed the spring, although in a
letter addressed to Joseph G. Armstrong, Director of the Department of Public Works,
the Superintendent of the Department identifies that the structure to be constructed is
a “Type B. watering trough” although no additional records or schematics were found to
illustrate more design particulars.™

The design of the spring, however, is relatively simple. It lacks ornamentation and
decoration like its concrete material counterpart at Howe Spring despite being
constructed at roughly the same time. Of the three remaining natural springs in the
City, Voegtly Spring is the only one which does not employ adhere to a formal design
style.

5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques distinguished by
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design or detail;

As Allegheny City sought to provide its citizens with a distribution system for clean
drinking water, it consistently had difficulty meeting the growing needs of its increasing
population. Both the limited size of distribution pipes and hilly terrain complicated
distribution to the areas higher points. According to an 1882 Water Distribution Map,
Spring Hill had no distribution pipes that served its citizens. In order to meet the needs
of the community, the local residents harnessed a nearby stream. After 1882, a stream
that ran from the top of Spring Hill through—or under—the intersection of Homer (then
Humboldt) and Damas (unnamed at the time) disappears from maps of the area.”® By
1912, a rectangular stone and concrete structure concentrated the flow of what became
the spring on Spring Hill. Even after the first water tanks and pipes were installed in the

12 Charles A. Finley, Bureau of Water Superintendent, Letter to Joseph G. Armstrong, Esq. Director,
Department of Public Works, June 3, 1912.

3 |eland Roth, American Architecture, A History (Boulder, Co.: Westview Press, 2001), pp. 330-332.
1 Charles A. Finley, Bureau of Water Superintendent, Letter to Joseph G. Armstrong, Esq. Director,
Department of Public Works, June 3, 1912.

1> See Hopkins Maps 1872-1939



area in 1886, “these tanks were drained as fast as they were filled.”* The spring
therefore remained the neighborhood’s primary and preferred source of drinking water
until it was shut off in the 1950s.

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;
According to National Parks Service, an archeological resource is defined as:

(a) Archaeological resource means any material remains of human life or
activities which are at least 100 years of age, and which are of archaeological
interest.

(1) Of archaeological interest means capable of providing scientific or
humanistic understandings of past human behavior, cultural adaptation, and
related topics through the application of scientific or scholarly techniques such
as controlled observation, contextual measurement, controlled collection,
analysis, interpretation and explanation.

(3) The following classes of material remains (and illustrative examples), if
they are at least 100 years of age, are of archaeological interest and shall be
considered archaeological resources unless determined otherwise pursuant to
paragraph (a)(4) or (a)(5) of this section:

(i) Surface or subsurface structures, shelters, facilities, or features (including,
but not limited to, domestic structures, storage structures, cooking structures,
ceremonial structures, artificial mounds, earthworks, fortifications, canals,
reservoirs, horticultural/agricultural gardens or fields, bedrock mortars or
grinding surfaces, rock alignments, cairns, trails, borrow pits, cooking pits, refuse
pits, burial pits or graves, hearths, kilns, post molds, wall trenches, middens) *’

The spring on Spring Hill fulfills this definition as construction can be dated to
1912."® The structure also represents an important adaptation by the local
residents to life on a hilltop that received little public water supply. By
harnessing the stream and concentrating its flow into the spring’s current
structure, the residents improved their quality of life through easier access to
clean water. The spring also functioned as a useful rest-stop for horses that
were used to haul firetrucks and other important materials and resources to the
top of the hill.

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of
Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

The spring on Spring Hill played an important role in the communication by saving lives
during the aftermath of The Great St. Patrick’s Day Flood of 1936. On March 17, 1936
Pittsburgh was ravaged as the three rivers exceeded 40 feet of the usual levels. Aside

18 Jordan, Bruce W. “The Allegheny City Water Works, 1840-1907.” The Western Pennsylvania Historical
Magazine. January 1987 Vol. 70, No. 1. pp.29-52. also see Map of Water Distribution System 1882.

17 National Park Service. “Part 7 - Protection of Archaeological Resources,”
http://www.nps.gov/history/local-law/43cfr7.htm

'8 Photograph of Bergmans in front of the spring. ¢.1917.



from immediate rescue efforts, local authorities’ greatest concern was a water famine.
Despite the presence of water everywhere, there was very little clean water to drink
because a number of the city’s water facilities were damaged. Officials urged the
population to conserve water and boil whatever water they used from the city’s
system.’ The Spring on Spring Hill was never compromised during the flood and
residents from across the city of Pittsburgh flocked to the neighborhood to get clean
water. In fact, the line at the spring grew so long that some Spring Hill residents had to
wait until 11pm to get water for themselves. This provision of water helped reduce the
burden on the City’s water system to mitigate the threat of a water famine.

Mrs. Fohl remembers, “Spring Hill became the place to go to. We were without power
for over a week and they told us we had to boil all our water, but we didn’t have to
worry about that. The spring got so crowded that some people would have to wait until
11 o’clock at night to get their water. Hospitals would come with their trucks and big
containers to get the water they needed. It should have been in the paper, but | guess
word of mouth was enough for it to get really crowded.”*

The spring water more directly saved lives by providing clean water to local hospitals,
who sent truckloads of large containers to collect the water needed to treat their
patients and contribute to the city’s recovery effort.

19 “Water Supply Running Low.” The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. March 20, 1936.
% Bee Fohl. Oral Interview, 07 October 2010, by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near Bee Fohl’s
Residence. Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.



8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or settlement
significant to the cultural history or traditions of the City, whose components may
lack individual distinction;

Pittsburgh’s hilly and uneven terrain has challenged its citizens to innovate throughout
its history. The Spring Hill spring represents one community’s ability to adapt to their
unique needs and the earlier lack of water distribution, which was difficult because the
system depended on gravity flow from tanks. This spring made life on the hilltop
sustainable. The development of hilltop neighborhoods is a unique characteristic of
Pittsburgh and rather uncommon across the city. The spring on Spring Hill contributed
to the development of one of Pittsburgh’s hallmark qualities.



9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural, archaeological, or related theme
expressed through distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may not
be contiguous

The history of natural springs within the City of Pittsburgh is exceptionally complex and one
marked by a notable absence in peer-reviewed literature. This is, perhaps, because of the
nature of the springs themselves, an ever-shifting narthex between the natural and built worlds,
as well as because of their fragmented of their presence throughout the City.

Geological & Early History

Natural springs have played an important part in human development and their history in
Western Pennsylvania, particularly in Pittsburgh, is no exception. Western Pennsylvania is
marked with a number of springs that stretch throughout Appalachia, many of which are now
marked by small towns bearing their names: Berkley Springs, Seven Springs, etc. What sets the
springs within the City of Pittsburgh apart from their rural counterparts is the confluence of
topography, population density, and cultural interaction.

During Pittsburgh’s early development, these springs provided European-American settlers a
generally clean source of drinking water and some of the earliest roads in the area, Nemacolin
Trail and Forbes Road, cut through the forest and purposefully remained near to some of the
larger springs, like Snyder Spring, to provide fresh drinking water to travelers.”* And Western
Pennsylvania was littered with many different geological types of natural spring from which
early settler could choose. The simplest spring, according to Stanley N. Davis, a professor of
geology at Stanford University sets forth, is one where the land surface intersects the water
table of an area, which is a common feature in hilly Pittsburgh and is the type of spring we see in
Voegtly Spring (Fig. 10). These springs, however, are largely dependent on the amount of
rainfall the area receives and can run dry. Additionally, the ground material may not provide
adequate filtration, leaving the water susceptible to disease and parasites.?> Ancient tectonic
activity in the Appalachians also create another type of spring whereby geologic faults (a
fracture in the earth’s crust where subsurface rocks have broken and slid past one another)
bring deep ground water to the land’s surface where it is discharged (Fig. 11).%

Unfortunately, records of springs and the role they played in Pittsburgh’s early development are
obscure and the first we see them enter into the official records is at the end of the 19" century.
In a petition to Pittsburgh City Council dated April 3, 1912 the petitioners mention that “On the
old Voegtly Place is a spring that has supplied the people of that section with the purest of

2! Charles McCollester, The Point of Pittsburgh, Production and Struggle at the Forks of the Ohio,
(Pittsburgh: Allegheny Commercial Printing, 2008).

%2 Stanly Davis & R.J.M. DeWiest, Hydrology, (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1966).

% Francis H. Chapelle, Wellsprings, a Natural History of Bottled Spring Water (New Brunswick, New
Jersey, and London: Rutgers University Press, 2005), pp. 34-37.



24 This would place the spring as serving a function in the

water for the past fifty years or more.
community around 1860, which is the oldest document reference to a spring within Pittsburgh
(then Allegheny City). Similarly in an advertisement printed in the Pittsburgh Daily Post on July
26, 1893 from E.M. Hukill, president of the Apollo Spring Water Company challenges the public
of Pittsburgh’s East End to prove claims that the company obtains its bottled water from Howe
Spring.”> What is particularly significant about this article is that it pre-exists the construction of
the Alden & Harlow spring on the site by three years, indicating that the spring was an active
water source to the community before a formal structure was dedicated on the site and

confirms elements of a later article which recounts the spring’s ancient history.?
Popularity & Form

Technological advances at the dawn of the Victorian Era helped to spur development outside,
and in the further reaches, of the City. It is during this time we see established springs, like that
in Thaw’s Spring in Beechwood take on a new form (Fig. 12). From the etching of the spring
from the Pittsburgh Press dated May 14™ 1899 shows that the once natural spring has now
been enclosed in stone, elevated for greater access, and encircled by a large pond to capture the
unused run off.?”” This image directly contrasts with that of the Pittsburgh Daily Post etching
from August 8, 1897 which shows the “Sylvan Avenue’s Natural Spring” in which a flowing
stream of water can be seen emerging from just under the tree roots (Fig. 13).%

We see a similar attention to springs paid in the trolley line suburbs that arose during this time.
From July 13" 1905’s Pittsburgh Daily Post, we see an advertisement for Brookline, the “15-
Minute Suburb” with an image of the newly renovated Brookline Spring on Berkshire Ave. The
image of the walled spring shows a well-manicured garden on either side of a wide promenade
encircling the spring and several well-dressed figures gathering just in front of the spring (Fig.
14). The author states the preservation of the spring:

...signifies that we are not only bending our energies to establish improvements of magnitude,
like the great Brookline T-railed, double-tracked trolley and Brookline’s twenty-five miles of
Porterblocked paved streets, macadamized streets, sanitary sewers streets, granolithic-stone
sidewalks, city-water mains, gas mains and electric-lighted streets, but that we are quick to
introduce any valued luxury that will contribute to the property’s unusualness and to the welfare
of the people who locate on it.”’

This contrast of a list of modern amenities with an image of a newly renovated spring draws
attention to the changing place that springs played to the Victorian mind. No longer were

% B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm,
Robinson Road, 24" Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.

% «A Chance for an East Ender.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, July 26, 1893.

% «Gen. Howe Fountain.” Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.

27 «Sketches at the Springs.” The Pittsburg Press, May, 14, 1899.

%8 «Hazelwood Hill Springs.” The Pittsburgh Daily Post, August 8, 1897.

2 «Brookline, the 15-Minute Suburb.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, July 13, 1905.



springs a necessary, functional part of a community but one used for defining a community and
creating a sense of place. Interestingly the Freehold Real Estate Co. who took out the
advertisement use the Brookline Spring to convey a sense of luxury, going so far as to claim “the
water is pure, sparkling, ice cold, and as inexhaustible as that of the famous Howe Spring on
Fifth Avenue, in the East End.”

The equation of luxury and Howe Spring is not without merit. Since its inception as a publically-
accessible spring after the Johnstown Flood, Howe Springs was meant to convey a sense of
grandeur that permeated the Gilded Age aesthetic. The exact design of the original version of
Howe Springs has, unfortunately, not been recorded so its precise design and interaction with
Fifth Ave. can only be speculated. We do get a sense of some of the spring’s early history from
the Pittsburgh Press’ October 18™, 1896 article which states the natural spring sat near fifty feet
back from Fifth Ave., and it was an “Indian Settlement” and after the property was acquired by
General Thomas Howe, it was renamed “Greystone” spring. The first recorded structure was
designed by one of the nation’s most prominent architectural firms, Alden & Harlow
(constructed by John Shreiner of Allegheny for $5,000), and has been thoroughly documented.
The Pittsburgh Press describes the future structure by stating:

The fountain will be in the form of a semi-circular polished granite wall, 20 feet in
diameter and nine feet high, with the end of the wall flush with the pavement on Fifth
Avenue. In the center of the fountain and rising somewhat higher than the rest of the
wall is a square tower-like well, which contains the fountain proper. On the entablature
beneath the curved cornice appears the inscription “Howe spring, erected to the memory
of Thomas M. Howe.” Beneath this is an elliptical niche, four feet high and 1 foot deep,
in the center of which, carved in bas relief, is a swimming dolphin. From its open mouth
the water will issue. A broad granite basin will be place beneath it to catch the water.>

This description is supported by the numerous lithographs and photographs of the spring
(Figs.15-20). We are given a clue as to why such an elaborate structure was created for the
springs by the actions of Thomas Howe's wife after his death. His wife was responsible for the
creation of the Alden & Harlow addition to the spring and in an effort to ensure the spring will
forever provide water to the public and honor her husband’s memory offered the spring, and
surrounding land, to the City along with an endowment of $75,000 managed by a board of
trustees® . For reasons unknown, this plan failed to materialize but it is clear that the Howe
Family wished that the spring would continue to be accessible to the public. In the sale of
Greystone to the Benedums, the Howe descendants included a strong stipulation requiring for
the upkeep of the spring and that the public may continue to freely access its water.*

%0 «Gen. Howe Fountain.” The Pittsburgh Press, October 18, 1896.

81 «Amateur Sports.” The Pittsburgh Press, September 28, 1896.

% Deed of Sale from George W. Guthrie et al to Sarah Nancy Benedum, 27 December 1910, Allegheny
County, Pennsylvania, Deed Book vol. 1695, pp. 127-130. County Recorder's Office, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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Through a series of unfortunate, if not suspect, circumstances the Alden & Harlow Howe Spring
met a rather unceremonious demise shortly after Benedum acquired the property in 1910. On
April 5, 1911 the Pittsburgh Daily Post reported that after the water in Howe Spring was
founded to be impure by the City Water Bureau, workers — perhaps inadvertently or on purpose
— destroyed the spring house that fed the spring. Howe’s descendants, who “...in refusing
substantial offers for the strip of ground, which has a frontage of 100 feet in Fifth avenue, to
insure the public of perpetual access to this source of a pure natural water supply...” quickly
took action against the City and the current owner.* By April 6, the architect working on
constructing the new Benedum Estate, W.H. Van Tine, had proposed a new design for the spring
house, averting further crisis.>* On April 7" it was reported that in addition to the replacement
of the spring house, plans were made for the construction of a new spring on Fifth avenue and
that these plans already had the approval of the public works department.* The spring
designed and constructed by W.H. Van Tine in 1912 is the Howe Spring that remains with us
today (Fig. 21). While it is an exceptional example of the system of springs that existed in
Pittsburgh it does call attention to the public-private relationship surrounding these springs.
Perhaps nowhere was this relationship more evident than with in the many parks around the
City.

Springs in Pittsburgh Parks

Due to the topographical nature of the City, natural springs were, and continue to be, a common
feature in most neighborhoods. It was in many of the newly formed parks, however, that the
natural springs would become an attraction, often adopting structural and stylistic elements to
reflect popular design and aesthetic trends. This was particularly true of the Victorian Era, when
park design centered on creating a balance between the perception of the natural world and a
heavily manicured green environment. The trend is largely viewed as a reaction against
society’s rapid industrialization and has a visual manifestation in the use of natural materials.

Highland Park’s “Rustic Spring” is, perhaps, a prime example of this aesthetic (Fig. 22). The
spring is quite literally off the beaten path, partially situated in an alcove obscured from view by
a railing composed entirely of unrefined, untreated wooden branches that appear to be quickly
succumbing to the vines and undergrowth they frame. Here only the newel post, consisting of
an upended log, shows signs of refinement in that its crown has been refined to a point. Near to
it, the balusters of the railing are placed at sporadic intervals and at differing angles, which
sharply contrasts to the strong horizontal lines of the stairway on right. The spring itself is
framed by rocks and boulders of various sizes, which appear to support a recess into the hillside
and what appears to be a cup hanging from a string is the only hint of a manufactured object in
this scene.

% “\War on Over Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 5, 1911.
# «plan to Improve the Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 6, 1911.
% «To Protect Howe Spring.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, April 7, 1911.
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While the Rustic Spring is exceptional in its devotion to a “rustic” aesthetic, it is by no means
alone. We see a very similar visual in the Spring at Carnegie Lake (Image 23), Tunnel and Spring,
Highland Park (Fig. 24), and Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood (Fig. 25). At all of these springs, we see
the same visual elements the help to create, and define, a motif — hewn stones, unrefined
wooden railings, and manicured ivy and other “wild” vines heling to seclude the natural springs.
In addition to providing a rustic aesthetic, it should be noted that this would also help to keep
the water cool. Review Park also contained a spring that reflects this rustic motif in its “Rustic
Spring House” (Fig. 26). Here we are presented with an image of a spring house that appears
largely constructed of natural materials. The walls of the springhouse appear to be made of
untreated lathe on a wooden frame, which supports a roof thatched. The same textured used
to depict the roof appears to continue to envelop one of the sides of the building, suggesting
that the springhouse supports robust vegetation similar to the views of “Rustic Spring” or
“Spring at Carnegie Lake”. It is also apparent from this etching that the springhouse was open
on at least two sides and that a path leading to both suggests it was designed for ease of access.

The use of unrefined material for the construction of this springhouse is also reminiscent of
traditional Native American dwellings local to the region like an Iroquois longhouse (Fig. 27) or
Lanni-Lenape and Shawnee wigwams (Fig. 28). As Marilyn Evert sets forth, this visual
connection was not coincidental but reflective of a larger societal interest in Native American
culture before the turn of the 20" century.*® While Riverview Park’s Rustic Spring House and
much of the information surrounding its existence has been lost to us, the Catahecassa
Monument (formerly fountain) in Schenley Park remains and is an excellent example of the
revival of interest had in shaping this prominent spring.

The Catahecassa Fountain (Image 29) is roughly-hewn granite monolith with a bas-relief bust of
Chief Catahecassa located above a bronze plaque bearing the inscription:

Catahecassa, Blackhoof, war chief of the Shawnees, was present at the defeat of Braddock in
1755 and took part in all subsequent wars until the treaty of Greenville in 1795, after which he
remained a friend and ally of the United States.

The original structure that graced Snyder’s Spring as depicted in the Pittsburgh Press article
dated May 14, 1889 consisted of a small stone alcove, immediately adjacent to a small pathway
leading up to the Neill Log Cabin (Fig. 30).>” The location of the Catahecassa Monument in other
depictions would indicate it was connected to the same spring.

The current location of the stele, in comparison to historic photographs, indicates the original
surrounding landscaping has been either removed or altered and the placement of the fountain
—or width of the adjacent road — altered. An article in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette dated
December 17, 1928 indicates that the effigy of “Chief Catahegasso [sic]” was damaged and

% Marilyn Evert, Discovering Pittsburgh’s Sculpture (Pittsburgh, Pa.: University of Pittsburgh Press,
1983), p.196.
37 «Sketches at the Springs.” Pittsburgh Press, May 14, 1899.
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repaired in 1922 and that vandals had, during the night of December 16™, 1928, “demolished
[the] stone effigy”.*® Demolition and vandalism proved to be a constant threat for all of
Pittsburgh’s springs but much larger forces were at play which would ultimately lead to their

demise.
Decline

Changes in technology, society, and political pressure at the turn of the 20" century would
ultimately lead to the decline of Pittsburgh’s many springs. Despite their aesthetic value, they
were increasingly seen by the City of Pittsburgh as a public health hazard and one by one were
ultimately converted to public water sources, deactivated, or destroyed. The natural springs
around Pittsburgh once provided natural and relatively clean drinking water to countless
neighborhoods but with the City’s population booming and industrial activity on the rise, they
became a dangerous, if not deadly, contributor to one of the worst public health crisis in the
City’s history, typhoid.

According to Tarr & Yosie, at the turn of the 20" century Pittsburgh had the highest death rate —
well over 100 deaths per 100,000 persons compared to the average for northern cities of 35
deaths per 100,000 persons — of America’s largest cities.*® These rates were even more
staggering in working-class sections of Pittsburgh which attracted large numbers of immigrants
and African Americans. As a 1909 Pittsburgh Survey article notes, “those who could not afford
to buy bottled water continued to drink filth”.*® To counter this epidemic, residents were
advised to boil all drinking water but much more aggressive steps were ultimately taken by
Pittsburgh’s City Council, Pittsburgh’s Health Department, and several private foundations. It
was during this period, roughly 1890 to 1900, that the private springs in and around Pittsburgh
were closed.

We see one this new negative view of the springs from Director E. M. Bigelow in an 1897 article
in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette whose headline reads “Increase of Typhoid Causes Director
Bigelow to Act — All Springs Considered Dangerous”. It is here Director Bigelow proclaims that
“within the next three weeks it is my intention to have all of the springs in the city chemically

74 Testing of all springs on a regular basis

analyzed and such tests will be frequently made.
would continue on a regular basis and results, which were often grim, were regularly published
in the paper. For example, in an article published in the Pittsburgh Daily Post from September

22, 1906 states that “Only Two City Springs Are Not Contaminated” **

% «\/andals Ruin Effigy.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, December 17, 1928.

% Joel Tarr & Terry Yosie, “Critical Decisions in Pittsburgh Water and Wastewater Treatment,”in
Devastation and Renewal, ed. Joel Tarr (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2003), pp. 70-74

“0 Clayton R. Koppes and William Norris, “Ethnicity, Class, and Mortality in the Industrial City: A Case
Study of Typhoid Fever in Pittsburgh, 1890-1910,” (Journal of Urban History May 1985) 11: p.271.

1 «Spring Water Analyses.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, July 9, 1897.

2 «Only Two City Springs are Not Contaminated.” Pittsburgh Daily Post, September 22, 1906.
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It was clear that once a spring was contaminated, it was closed, often permanently, to the
public. In some extreme cases we see springs that had a structural component, like the Frick
Spring located opposite the entrance to the Carnegie Institute, was destroyed by city workmen
(Fig. 31).* Interestingly, this destruction was relatively uncommon and exceptions to the trend
of closing public access to these springs can be found. In Spring Hill, the regrading of Robinson
Road (now Damas Street) by the Department of Public Works also eliminated a natural spring
used by the community. This led to a public petition being filed with Pittsburgh City Council and
the creation of a new spring structure (a “Type B. watering trough”) in 1912 (Fig. 32).** While
the creation of a community spring during a period focused away from their use may seem
unusual, its location (just below farmland) and the overwhelming public support may account
for its creation. During roughly the same period we also see the temporary closure and partial
destruction of the tremendously popular Howe Spring, which was met with a tremendous
amount of controversy and public outcry. It is perhaps because of this spring’s popularity that it
was not announced until 1916 by the city’s Bureau of Water that the natural spring feeding
Howe Springs has been closed and replaced by water from the city water supply.*

Despite the health concerns surrounding springs, there were times that the springs would serve
an important need in the community, particularly when the City’s water mains were
compromised. It’s recorded that at several times during the early 20" century when a water
line would break, there would be a public rush on the springs, most notably Howe. At Voegtly
Spring, residents vividly recall the role the spring played during the Great St. Patrick’s Day Flood
of 1936. On March 17, 1936 Pittsburgh was ravaged as the three rivers exceeded 40 feet of the
usual levels. Aside from immediate rescue efforts, local authorities’ greatest concern was a
water famine. Despite the presence of water everywhere, there was very little clean water to
drink because a number of the city’s water facilities were damaged. Officials urged the
population to conserve water and boil whatever water they used from the city’s system. *® The
spring on Spring Hill was never compromised during the flood and residents from across the city
of Pittsburgh flocked to the neighborhood to get clean water. In fact, the line at the spring grew
so long that some Spring Hill residents had to wait until 11pm to get water for themselves. This
provision of water helped reduce the burden on the City’s water system to mitigate the threat
of a water famine. Mrs. Fohl remembers, “Spring Hill became the place to go to. We were
without power for over a week and they told us we had to boil all our water, but we didn’t have
to worry about that. The spring got so crowded that some people would have to wait until 11
o’clock at night to get their water. Hospitals would come with their trucks and big containers to
get the water they needed. It should have been in the paper, but | guess word of mouth was
enough for it to get really crowded.” The spring water more directly saved lives by providing

* “The Frick Spring.” The Pittsburgh Press, July 17, 1906.

“ petition, correspondence, etc. Voegtly Spring.

** “Howe Spring Water ‘Bubbles’ from Ordinary City Main.” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, August 16, 1916.
% «“\Water Supply Running Low.” The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. March 20, 1936.
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clean water to local hospitals, who sent truckloads of large containers to collect the water
needed to treat their patients and contribute to the city’s recovery effort.”’

Today natural springs still exist across all of Pittsburgh but only a handful of springs that once
had a structural component remain. Springs within the City, whether they be natural,
constructed, or a hybrid of both played an integral role in Pittsburgh’s history. They assisted in
the settlement of Pittsburgh, played an integral part in both promoting, and perhaps hindering,
the overall health and wellbeing of its residents, provided a social gathering point for our
communities, and were often the benefactors of some of the most philanthropic endeavors of
Pittsburgh’s most prominent citizens. Of all of the springs mentioned in this section it should be
noted that only Howe Springs, Voegtly Spring, and Catahecassa Fountain (Snyder Spring) remain.
Of these only Voegtly Spring has natural spring water running through it.

*" Bee Fohl. Oral Interview, 07 October 2010, by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near Bee Fohl’s
Residence. Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.
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10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh.
The very name “Spring Hill” indicates that this spring represents—what used to be—the
neighborhood’s most recognizable feature. The spring provided a sense of identity and pride
among the Spring Hill residents as they saw how many people, including hospitals, enjoyed and
sometimes depended on their water. Bee Fohl reflected, “That is a landmark. Focal point of the
whole hill...it’s even in the name. Spring Hill has layers as you go up and the spring is right in
the middle. It was the highlight to me of the hill. The spring united all areas of Spring Hill and
the Cityview neighbors. It was a social meeting place where you chatted with your neighbors as
you waited in line and filled up.”

The spring also served as a gathering place for residents, who can still attest to the outstanding
quality of the water provided by the Spring Hill Spring. Gertrude Karolyi, who moved to Spring
Hill in 1923 at the age of 8, testifies, “Everybody would come to get this magic water.” Longtime
resident Jean Miller confirms, “You cannot believe this water.”*® For some time a communal tin
cup was used to drink directly from the spring.*

Some residents did not know what faucet water tasted like until much later in their lives. For
example, Bernice “Bee” Fohl explains, “I don’t know of anybody who drank faucet water up
there. We never thought of drinking faucet water...ew!” The first time Mrs. Fohl ever drank tap
water was after she got married in 1949 and bought a new house. Even then, she always had a
container in her kitchen. A common household task throughout the neighborhood was to fill up
jugs of water to meet a family’s domestic water needs. This frequent use made the spring site a
social center and a source of unity between the neighbors from various ethnic groups and
religious congregations.

The spring water served more than just the domestic needs of local households. Clergy from the
local churches would use the spring water for their holy water.”® Additionally, the horses that
pulled firetrucks, hucksters, and other carts up the hill would always stop at the spring for a rest
and a drink. A trough was placed in front of the spring to serve this specific purpose.

Visual and textual evidence would also indicate that the neighbors of Spring Hill identify the
spring as a distinctive physical feature that helps define their community. Neighbors would
frequently photograph themselves by the spring (IMAGES 4-8) and a neighborhood petition
today, as in 1912, asks that City Council preserve the Spring as an integral part of their
neighborhood.”

“8 Jean Miller. Oral Interview, 11 October 2010, by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near Jean Miller’s
Residence. Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.

* Gertrude Karolyi. Oral Interview, 12 October 2010 by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near
Gertrude Karolyi’s Residence. Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C. Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.
%0 Jim Doe. Oral Interview, 7 October 2010, by Rayva Virginkar and Charles Gamper near Jim Doe’s
Residence (immediately across from the spring). Partial transcript in the possession of Matthew W.C.
Falcone, Pittsburgh, Pa.

1 B.A. Overbeck & Harry C. Koehler, Petition for the Preservation of Spring on the Old Voegtly Farm,
Robinson Road, 24™ Ward, City, Petition, April 3, 1912.

16



10. Integrity

Voegtly Spring retains a good deal of structural integrity and has recently undergone extensive
restoration work. The catch basin for animals has been entirely lost, as has the stone which
once sat in front of the spring that served as a shelf.
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Voegtly Spring (“Spring Hill Spring”) Images

Fig. 1. Damas St., July 5, 2016. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone

Fig. 2. Voegtly Spring (a.k.a. Spring Hill Spring), July 5, 2016. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone



Fig. 3. Voegtly Spring (a.k.a. Spring Hill Spring) Catch Basin, July 5, 2016. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone



Fig. 4. Allegheny City Water Distribution Map, Detail. 1882. Source:



Fig. 5. Voegtly Spring (a.k.a. The Spring Hill Spring), Fred & Wilbert Bergman. 1927. Source: Around
Troy Hill, Spring Hill, and Reserve Township.



Fig. 6. No Teeth Anyway. December 28, 1952. Source: The Pittsburgh Press.



Fig. 7. Voegtly Spring (a.k.a. Spring Hill Spring) Restoration in Progress, May, 2016. Source: Spring Hill
Civic Association Facebook Page.



Fig. 8. Building Demolition (Damas Street), April 12, 1912. Source: Pittsburgh City Photography
Collection: http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-

idx?rgnl=ic all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpic
hswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=h
picpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&ql=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-
715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-

0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496& maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=g
etsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-
715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191



http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all&xc=1&g=imls&sort=dc_da&c=hpicasc&c=hpicchatham&c=hpiccma&c=hpiccmnh&c=hpichswp&c=hpicmonroeville&c=hpicnpl&c=hpicoakmont&c=hpicphlf&c=hpicpitcairn&c=hpicpointpark&c=hpicpso&c=hpicrsc&c=hpicusc&back=back1468520779&q1=damas+street&chaperone=S-HPICASC-X-715.122536.CP+20090624-CP-0465.TIF&ox=0&oy=0&lastres=2&res=2&width=750&height=496&maxw=3000&maxh=1985&subview=getsid&view=entry&viewid=20090624-CP-0465.TIF&entryid=x-715.122536.cp&cc=hpicasc&quality=m800&resnum=1&evl=full-image&image.x=213&image.y=191

Fig. 9. Voegtly Spring Crown, July 5, 2016. Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone



Fig. 10. How Springs Develop Where the Land Surface Intersects the Water Table. Source: U.S. Geological
Survey.



Fig. 11. How Geologic Faults Can Bring Deep Ground Water to land Surface, Where it Discharges from
Springs. Source: U.S. Geological Survey.
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Fig. 12. Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 13. Sylvan Avenue’s Natural Spring, August 8, 1897, Source: Pittsburgh Daily Post.
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Fig. 14. Brookline Spring on Berkshire Ave, July 13, 1905, Source: Pittsburgh Daily Post.
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Fig. 15. Howe Spring, c. late 1890s, Source: Pittsburgh’s Shadyside.

Fig. 16. Howe Spring, 5" Av., Pittsburg, Pa., East Liberty, Postmarked April 29, 1909. Source: Postcard.
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Fig. 17. The Howe Spring, on Fifth Avenue, date unknown, Source: Chatham University Archives,
publication unknown, single page removed from book.
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Fig. 18. Pictures Taken at The Howe Spring, March 29, 1908, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 19. The Howe Spring, in Fifth Avenue, December 18, 1910, Source: the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette.
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Fig. 20. Howe Spring, Fifth Avenue, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 21. Howe Springs, August 3, 1914, Source: Pittsburgh City Photographer

Collection: http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-

idx?rgnl=ic all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;ql=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpic
cmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpa
rk;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;|
astview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
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http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF
http://images.library.pitt.edu/cgi-bin/i/image/image-idx?rgn1=ic_all;xc=1;g=imls;sort=dc_da;q1=Howe%20Spring;c=hpicasc;c=hpicchatham;c=hpiccma;c=hpiccmnh;c=hpichswp;c=hpicmonroeville;c=hpicnpl;c=hpicoakmont;c=hpicphlf;c=hpicpitcairn;c=hpicpointpark;c=hpicpso;c=hpicrsc;c=hpicusc;back=back1468522326;size=20;subview=detail;resnum=1;view=entry;lastview=thumbnail;cc=hpicasc;entryid=x-715.143915.cp;viewid=20100120-CP-0093.TIF

Fig. 22. Rustic Spring, Highland Park, Pittsburg, Pa., Postmarked May 5, 1912, Source: Postcard.
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Fig. 23. Spring at Carnegie Lake, Highland Park, Pittsburgh, Pa. East Liberty, Date Unknown, Source:
Postcard.

Fig. 24. Tunnel and Spring, Highland Park, Pittsburg, Pa. Postmarked October 4, 1912, Source: Postcard
(Published by the Pittsburgh News Company , Pittsburg, Pa.).
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Fig. 25. Thaw’s Spring, Beechwood, May 14, 1899, Source: the Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 26. Rustic Spring House, Riverview Park, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 27. The Iroquois Longhouse, retrieved July 5, 2016, Source: Native American
NetRoots.com: http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081

Fig. 28. Shawnee Dome-shaped Wigwam, Date Unknown, Source:
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http://nativeamericannetroots.net/diary/1081

Fig. 29. Catahecassa Stele, May 7, 2016, Source: Matthew W.C. Falcone.
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Fig. 30. The Spring, Main Drive, Schenley Park, May 14, 1899, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 31. The Frick Spring, July 17, 1906, Source: The Pittsburgh Press.
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Fig. 32. Voegtly Spring (a.k.a. Spring Hill Spring), 1940, Source: Councilperson Darlene Harris’ Office.
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HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION
Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

NDIVIDUAL PROPERTY HSTORIC NOMINATION FORM

1. HISTORIC N AME OF P ROPERTY:
Bayard School
0.

F h 1
HRC Staff Use Only
HRC Staff Use Onl Please make check payable to Treas-
Date Received ., urer, City of Pittsburgh
Parcel NO .t oo Individual Landmark Nomination:

Ward e
Zoning Classiflcation: .....ccccevveviennnn.
Bldg. InSPector: oivieviecieieeieeieeieenns
Council DiStrict: ..coooceoeiiiiiiiiieieiiceiens

2.CURRENT N AME OF P ROPERTY:
(111} 4830 Hatfleld Street

3. LOCATION
a. Street: (MMMT483 0 Hatfleld Street
b. City, State, Zip Code: [IIIIPittsburgh, PA 15201
c. Neighborhood: [IIMMLawrenceville, 9th Ward

4. O WNERSHIP
d. Owner(s): MWylie Holdings LP
e. Street: 5170 Butler Street

f. City, State, Zip Code: [Pittsburgh PA 15201 [TT] Phone:
(412)621-468511

5. CLASSIFICATION AND USE —Check all that apply

Type Ownership Current Use:
Structure X Private —home [MMBuilding not in use [TI
District P r 1 v a t e — o t h e 1
X (1
Site P u b 1 i c —
government (LTI
Object Public - other (1]
Place of religious worship
[ITTT]




6. NOMINATED BY:
a. Name:_[IITl.awrenceville Stakeholders [
b. Street: [MTMTP.O. Box 40151 []
c. City, State, Zip:_[1IPittsburgh, PA 15201 [T]
d. Phone: ([412) 687-0342 06r412-681-3418 Email: []

keith@cochranassoc.com[or cpetersonl 55 @yahoo.com [11]

7. DESCRIPTION
Provide a narrative description of the structure, district, site, or object. If
it has been altered over time, indicate the date(s) and nature of the
alteration(s). (Attach additional pages as needed)

If Known:
a. Year Built:[¢a. 1874 []

b. Architectural Style: JN;
Italianate (111
c. Architect/ Builder: JN;
Unknown [T}
Narrative: [[ISee continuation sheet 1 [1J
8. HISTORY
Provide a history of the structure, district, site, or object. Include a

bibliography of sources consulted. (Attach additional pages as needed.)
Include copies of relevant source materials with the nomination form (see
Number 11).

Narrative: [[See continuation sheet 2 1[I

9. SIGNIFICANCE

The Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances, Title 11, Historic Preservation,
Chapter 1: Historic Structures, Districts, Sites and Objects lists ten
criteria, at least one of which must be met for Historic Designation.
Describe how the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of
these criteria and complete a narrative discussing in detail each area of
significance. (Attach additional pages as needed)

The structure, building, site, district, object is significant because of
(check all that apply):

1. Its location as a site of a signiflcant historic or prehistoric
event or activity;

2. Its identiflcation with a person or persons who significantly
contributed to the cultural,  historic, architectural,
archaeological, or related aspects of the development of
the City of Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic
region, or the United States;



3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall
quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship;

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer,
engineer, or builder whose individual work is significant in
the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the
State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United
States;

5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design
techniques distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness,
or overall quality of design or detail

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological
resource;

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or
events in the history of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of
Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood
development or settlement significant to the <cultural
history or traditions of the City, whose components may
lack individual distinction;

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural,
archaeological, or related theme expressed through
distinctive areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects
that may or may not be contiguous; or

10. Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or
presence representing an established and familiar visual
feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of
Pittsburgh.

Narrative: [[See continuation sheet 3 1[I

10. INTEGRITY

In addition, the ordinance specifies that "Any area, property, site,
structure or object that meets any one or more of the criteria listed
above shall also have sufficient integrity of location, design, materi-
als, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restora-
tion. (Attach additional pages as needed)

Narrative: See continuation sheet 4

11.NOTIFICATION/ CONSENT OF PROPERTY OW NER(S)

1.3(a)(2) Community information process.

Preceding submission of a nomination form for a District, the Historic
Review Commission shall conduct at least one (1) public information
meeting within or near the boundaries of the proposed district, which
shall include at least one (1) member of the Department of City Planning
and one (1) Commission member, to discuss the possible effects of

3



designation. Notice shall be given to the owners of property in the
proposed district in accordance with Section 1.3(b) below. The flnal
public information meeting shall be held no more than six months before
the nomination form is submitted.

1.3(a)(1)(a) Subsection F.

In the case of a nomination as a Historic District, by community-based
organizations or by any individual, but in either event the nomination shall
be accompanied by a petition signed by the owners of record of twenty-
flve (25) percent of the properties within the boundaries of the proposed
District.

- Please attach documentation of your efforts to gain property owner-s
consent.-

** The nomination of any religious property shall be accompanied by a
signed letter of consent from the property=s owner.

Keith Cochran informed Wylie Holdings LP of Lawrenceville Stakeholders+
intent to nominate the property on July 26, 2016.



12. PHOTO LOGS: Please Attach See continuation sheet 5
13. BIBLIOGRAPHY: Please Attach See continuation sheet 6

14. NOMINATION FORM PREPARED BY:

a. Name:_[1IKeith Cochran [T

b. Street: [IIM1 25 39th Street(]

c. City, State, Zip: [IPittsburgh PA 15201 (11}

d. Phone: (412[) 681-3418 71 Email: [TTkeith@cochranassoc.com [T]

e. Signature:

a. Name: _[[Carol Peterson [T}

b. Street: (1172 46th Street [TT]

c. City, State, Zip: [IPittsburgh PA 15201 11}

d. Phone: ([412) 687-0342 1111 Email: [cpetersonl 55 @yahoo.com [T}

e. Signature:




HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION
Division of Development Administration and Review

HSTORIC NOMINATION —INSTRUCTIONS

INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILLING OUT THE NOMINATION FORM

Indicate the original name of the property if it is currently known by a
different name; e.g. Union Station.

Indicate the current name of the property

Indicate the street address for the property. For districts, attach a
separate sheet listing the street address of each property included in the
nomination and a clear street map of the area showing the boundaries of
the proposed district.

Indicate the owner of the property and his or her mailing address. For
districts, attach a separate sheet listing the owner of each property and
his or her mailing address.

Check the classifilcation as indicated.

a.

"Historic Structure‘ means anything constructed or erected, the use
of which requires directly or indirectly, a permanent location on the
land, including walks, fences, signs, steps and sidewalks at which
events that made a signiflcant contribution to national, state or local
history occurred or which involved a close association with the lives
of people of nations, state or local significance; or an outstanding
example of a period, style, architectural movement, or method of
construction; or one of the last surviving works of a pioneer
architect, builder or designer; or one of the last survivors of a
particular style or period of construction.

"Historic District° means a deflned territorial division of land which
shall include more than one (1) contiguous or related parcels of
property, specifically identifled by separate resolution, at which
events occurred that made a signiflcant contribution to national,
state, or local history, or which contains more than one historic
structure or historic landmarks, or which contains groups, rows or
sets of structures or landmarks, or which contains an aggregate
example of a period, style, architectural movements or method of
construction, providing distinguishing characteristics of the
architectural type or architectural period it represents.

"Historic Site‘ means the location of a signiflcant event, a
prehistoric or historic occupation or activity, or a building or
structure whether standing, ruined or vanished, where the location
itself maintains historical or archaeological value regardless of the
value of any existing structures.

Historic Review Com mission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 —(412) 255-2243
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d. “Historic Object‘ means a material thing of historic significance for
functional, aesthetic cultural or scientiflc reasons that may be, by
nature or design, moveable yet related to a specific setting or
environment.

6. Indicate the person(s) responsible for the nomination. Please note:

According to the Historic Preservation Ordinance:
"Nom ination of an area, property, site, or object for consideration and
designation as a Historic Structure, Historic District, Historic Site, or Historic
Object may be submitted to the Historic Review Commission by any of the

following:

opoos

The Mayor of the City of Pittsburgh

A Member of the Historic Review Comm ission

A Member of the City Planning Comm ission

A Member of the Pittsburgh City Council

The Owner of Record or any person residing in the City of Pittsburgh
for at least one year (for the nomination of a Historic Structure, Site
or Object)

A signed petition of 25% of the owners of record (for the nomina-
tion of a Historic District)

7. Write a physicaldescription of the nominated property or district. Include
the following information as applicable:

« architectural style(s)

« arrangement of architecturalelements
* building materials

* method(s) of construction

*+ visual character

* street pattern

« density

* type and arrangement of buildings

* topography

* history of the development of the area

8. Provide a narrative history of the structure, district, site, or object.
Include the following information when available:

* History of the development of the area;

« Circumstances which brought the structure, district, site, or
object into being;

« Biographical information on architects, builders, developers,
artisans, planners, or others who created or contributed to
the structure, district, site, or object;

« Contextualbackground on building type(s) and/or style(s);

* Importance of the structure, district, site, or object in the
larger community over the course of its existence.

* Include a bibliography of all sources consulted at the end.
Where historical information is uncertain or disputed,
reference sources in the text.

9. Listed below are the categories and criteria for historic designation as set
forth in the Pittsburgh Historic Preservation Ordinance. Describe in detail

how

the structure, district, site, or object meets one or more of the

criteria. According to that legislation in Section 1.4 of the Pittsburgh
Historic Preservation Ordinance, Criteria for Designation, a building must
meet at least one of the following criteria in order to be designated:

Historic Review Com mission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 —(412) 255-2243
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1. Its location as a site of a significant historic or prehistoric event
or activity;

2. Its identification with a person or persons who significantly
contributed to the cultural, historic, architectural, archacological,
or related aspects of the development of the City of Pittsburgh,
State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

3. Its exemplification of an architectural type, style or design
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality
of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship;

4. Its identification as the work of an architect, designer, engineer,
or builder whose individual work is significant in the history or
development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania,
the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

5. Its exemplification of important planning and urban design
techniques distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, Ofr
overall quality of design or detail;

6. Its location as a site of an important archaeological resource;

7. Its association with important cultural or social aspects or events
in the history of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania,
the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States;

8. Its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood development or
settlement significant to the cultural history or traditions of the
City, whose components may lack individual distinction;

9. Its representation of a cultural, historic, architectural,
archaeological, or related theme expressed through distinctive
areas, properties, sites, structures, or objects that may or may
not be contiguous; or

10.Its unique location and distinctive physical appearance or
presence representing an established and familiar visual feature
of a neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh.

10. In addition, the ordinance specifies that "Any area, property, site, struc-

11.

ture or object that meets any one or more of the criteria listed above
shall also have sufflcient integrity of location, design, materials, and
workmanship to make it worthy of preservation or restoration.*

The nomination must be accompanied by evidence that the nominator has
made a good-faith effort to communicate his or her interest in the historic
designation of this landmark or district to the owner(s) of these
properties. Describe how this was done, and attach evidence that the
owner(s) of the nominated landmark or of the properties within the
nominated district have been informed of the nomination. This may
include a copy of a notification letter with a mailing list, a letter
conflrming phone calls, or a petition signed by affected property owners.

Historic Review Com mission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 —(412) 255-2243
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12.Clear photographs of the nominated buildings or districts should

13.

accompany the nomination form. The applicant shall include photographs
of all elevations of an individual building and its setting, or the front
elevation of each building in a district. In the case of closely spaced
buildings or rowhouses, several buildings may be included in one
photograph. Each photograph must be labeled with the street address of
the building(s) and the month and year the photograph was taken.

Copies of major supporting documents should accompany the nomination
form. Such documents may include, but are not limited to:

« historic photographs;

* historic and contemporary maps;

« historic or contemporary texts describing the subject
property or district;

« historic or contemporary texts describing people, places, or
events that comprise the historic context of the subject
property or district.

* Oversized materials (such as architectural drawings) and
materials too fragile to copy may be accepted.

PLEASE NOTE: It is the responsibility of the nominator to provide the Historic

Review Commission and its Staff with information sufficient to fairly evaluate
the nomination. Incomplete nomination forms will not be accepted. Fee must
be included. Nominations must be submitted in both electronic and hard-copy
format.

Historic Review Com mission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 —(412) 255-2243
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CHECKLIST: INSERT NAME OF PROPERTY HERE

#1-6 Nomination Form: Address, Ownership, Classification, Nominator
Info.

#7: Description
#8: History
#9: Significance
#10 Integrity
#11 Consent of Property Owners
#12 Photographs of Property: numbered and labeled

#13 List of Supporting Documents

Fee
Hard-Copy nomination

Electronic nomination (Word Format for text).

Historic Review Com mission
200 Ross Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 —(412) 255-2243
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Continuation Sheet 1
Description:

The former Bayard School at 4830 Hatfield Street occupies a parcel measuring 100’
wide on the southeast side of Hatfield Street, extending 100’ deep to Blackberry Way.
The building is two stories in height and of brick construction. It has a low-gabled roof,
the material of which cannot be seen from street level. The building’s wide box gutter is
supported by scroll-sawn Italianate brackets, most of which are paired. The building
rests on a dressed stone foundation, to which a concrete veneer has been applied and
is scored to imitate dressed stone.

The facade, facing Hatfield Street, is seven bays wide. The first story has a centered
entrance with a round-arched opening of smooth-faced stone topped by a keystone.
The opening has been filled with brick and concrete block. There are three segmentally
arched window openings on each side of the entrance. Each window opening has an
arched, protruding soldier course lintel. There are seven of the same window openings
on the second story of the facade. The openings have stone sills. Most of the facade
window openings have been fully or mostly filled with brick or concrete block; some of
the brick or concrete block infill areas have glass block inset. The easternmost window
opening on the first story retains an original two-over-two light double-hung wood sash
window.

The facade features two carved stone plaques below the low gables, above the level of
the second story windows. The eastern plaque reads, “SEVENTEENTH WARD PUBLIC
SCHOOL.” The western plaque reads, “WASHINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL [illegible].”

The building’s southwest elevation is five bays wide. The first story has a centered
entrance that has been filled with concrete block. It is flanked by two segmentally
arched window openings on each side. Like the facade window openings, they are
segmentally arched with protruding soldier course lintels and stone sills. The window
openings, from left to right, have been filled with brick, hollow tile, and concrete block.
Four of the second story window openings are fully or partially filled with what appears
to be particle board. The central opening is filled with brick.

The southeast (rear) elevation, facing Blackberry Way, is six bays wide. All of the first
story and second story window openings retain their segmental arched form, with
protruding soldier course lintels and stone sills. All six of the second-story window
openings and two of the six first-story window openings retain stone sills. The first story
window openings have been filled with particle board and concrete block. Four of the six
second story window openings are filled with tin, brick, or concrete block. One of the
second story window openings is filled with an original four-over-four light double-hung
wood sash window. Another is not filled.

The northeast elevation is five bays wide. The first story has a centered entrance that is
fitted with metal double doors. The entrance is sheltered by a small porch roof that is



supported by large scroll-sawn Italianate brackets. The entrance is flanked by two
window openings on each side. The four window openings on the first story and the five
on the second story are segmentally arched, with protruding soldier course lintels and
stone sills. All of the first story openings have been filled with concrete block, and all of
the second story openings have been filled with brick and glass block.



Continuation Sheet 2
History:

The section of Lawrenceville that is bounded by Butler Street, 48th and 49th streets,
and the Allegheny River is one of the longest-developed parts of the neighborhood
outside of the original plan that extended from 38th to 41st streets. George Bayard laid
out that part of his property as the Town of Hatfield in the late 1830s, and began selling
50 by 100 foot lots. Hatfield was named for the Bayards’ farm along Butler Street. In
1840, Bayard and his wife, Ann, conveyed Lot 14 in the Hatfield plan to the school
directors of Peebles Township, in which Hatfield was located, for $250 (Allegheny
County Deed Book 201: 562). The lot measured 50 feet by 100 feet and was the east
half of the parcel on which the Bayard School stands. It is likely that the township school
directors soon commissioned a school on the lot, although no known records document
that early building.

In the 1840s, the development of Hatfield accelerated as a result of the establishment of
the adjoining Allegheny Cemetery, just south of Butler Street. Saint Mary’s Cemetery,
bordering Allegheny Cemetery, was established circa 1850. A number of stone cutters
and their families made their homes in Hatfield by 1850, and some lived and owned
property there into the late 19th or early 20th century. Other commercial sites at Hatfield
in the 1840s included a tavern in the 4800 block of Butler Street and a rope walk near
the Allegheny River. During the 1860s and early 1870s, Lawrenceville grew to envelope
Hatfield, and local memory of the former independent town faded. Lawrenceville,
including the former Town of Hatfield, was among the eastern neighborhoods that the
City of Pittsburgh annexed in 1868.

The Washington School Sub District of Pittsburgh, the school district for what is now
Central Lawrenceville, purchased Lot 13 in the Hatfield plan for $3000 on April 10, 1871
(Deed Book 274: 113). With that purchase, the 17th Ward school board owned the
entire 100 by 100 foot parcel on which the Bayard School now stands. The Bayard
School was constructed in or about 1874.

The 1986 National Register of Historic Places nomination for the Pittsburgh Public
Schools Thematic Group, including the Bayard School, stated that “There have been
three primary eras of school building in Pittsburgh. Prior to 1911, each ward of both
Pittsburgh and its sister city Allegheny (annexed in 1907) had its own separate School
Board elected by the constituents and charged with the complete operation and
maintenance of the schools. From 1911 to 1934, a centralized School Board hired a
Superintendent of Buildings to oversee building construction and maintenance. And
from 1935 to 1954, the centralized School Board employed an in-house architectural
staff.”

The new Bayard School replaced two earlier, smaller buildings that were depicted on
the property on the 1872 G.M. Hopkins plat map. The need for a larger school building
was a result of population growth in Central Lawrenceville in the late 1860s and early



1870s. The Bayard School’s elaborate carved stone front entrance surround, stone
plaques below the front gables, and stone foundation were almost certainly products of
the Central Lawrenceville stone carving industry that had flourished since the early
years of Allegheny Cemetery and the Town of Hatfield.

Continuing population growth in Central Lawrenceville left the Bayard School
inadequate to serve its neighborhood soon after it was built. The 17th Ward school
board requested bids for the construction of a third story addition to the building in 1881.
The addition was never built, possibly because the board had the three-story Foster
School built on Main Street in the early 1880s. Also in response to overcrowding at the
Bayard School, in 1881 the 17th Ward school board ordered that 96 children who lived
in the 18th Ward (Upper Lawrenceville) be expelled from the school and made to attend
public school in the ward in which they lived. The Pittsburgh Post reported that the
board’s action was “owing to popular complaint,” presumably by parents of 17th Ward
children who attended the Bayard School.

During the Bayard School’s first two to three decades of existence, most of the children
who attended the school had roots in the British Isles. In the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, the neighborhood around the school became home to many residents of
Croatian birth or descent. Perhaps because the nearest Croatian Roman Catholic
church and school were across the Allegheny River in the borough of Millvale, a number
of the neighborhood’s Croatian families sent their children to the Bayard School.

The Bayard School educated children of Central Lawrenceville until 1939, when the
Pittsburgh School District closed it and 14 other aging buildings. After the closing, 300
or more parents petitioned the School District to reopen the school, to no avail. The
School District conveyed the building to Cooked Foods, Inc., for $6000 on July 22, 1941
(Deed Book 2693: 548). After several conveyances among prepared food businesses
and their principals, title passed to Rudolph C. Raida Jr. and Wayne V. Thompson in
1990 (Deed Book 8395: 50) and to Wylie Holdings LP in 2011 (Deed Book 14710: 96).



Continuation Sheet 3
Significance:

The former Bayard School at 4830 Hatfield Street is significant under five of the
Pittsburgh Code of Ordinances criteria for historic designation.

1. The property is significant as a site of historic activity. The Bayard School is an
example of a neighborhood school building that was constructed during a time of
unprecedented population growth in its community. The building was listed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1986 as part of the Pittsburgh Public Schools
Thematic Group. The National Register nomination stated that the 49 school buildings
“clearly reflect evolving national trends in both architectural design and educational
philosophy.”

3. The property is significant as an example of an Italianate style schoolhouse. The
1986 National Register of Historic Places nomination stated that the 49 school buildings
“clearly reflect evolving national trends in both architectural design and educational
philosophy.” The nomination added that the 49 buildings “reflect local conditions which,
on one hand, caused pre-1911 schools to reflect the city’s rich diversity because of
ward-based control and funding...”

The 1986 Pennsylvania Historic Resource Survey Form for the building stated that
“Bayard School is significant as one of Pittsburgh’s oldest school buildings and as an
unusual, if awkward, design.”

4. The property displays the work of an unidentified stone carver who was almost
certainly associated with Central Lawrenceville’s 19th century stone monument industry.
Carved and cut stone were used in the building’s arched front entrance, facade plaques,
and foundation. Central Lawrenceville’s stone monument industry supported Allegheny
Cemetery, which is a block away on Butler Street and listed on the National Register of
Historic Places, and the adjoining Saint Mary’s Cemetery.

8. The property is significant for its exemplification of a pattern of neighborhood
development and settlement in Lawrenceville. The Bayard School was built to replace
an earlier school because of rapid development and population growth in Central
Lawrenceville in the post-Civil War era. The building was larger than Lawrenceville’s
pre-Civil War schools, yet small in comparison with the schools that would be built in the
neighborhood at the turn of the turn of the century and later.

10. The property’s location and distinctive physical appearance make it an established
and familiar visual feature of Lawrenceville. The building stands out because of its size,
situated on a block of comparatively modest houses built between the 1840s and circa
1890, and original exterior Italianate features.



Continuation Sheet 4
Integrity:

The former Bayard School at 4830 Hatfield Street retains sufficient integrity of location,
design, materials, and workmanship to make it worthy of preservation.

The building occupies its original location, a 100 by 100 foot lot extending from Hatfield
Street to Blackberry Way.

The building retains integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. Despite some
unsympathetic alterations such as filling original window openings with concrete block
and other materials, the building’s original use as a public school is evident to residents
and passers-by. Its form and scale, Italianate style, brick construction, and stone
plaques make clear that it was a school built in the post-Civil War era.

It should be noted that the integrity of the former Bayard School has improved in the
past several years. In the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the building had two one-
story additions, which were recently removed. One of the additions covered
approximately the eastern third of the facade, and the other extended along the entire
depth of the west elevation. The additions were present when the building was
determined to have sufficient integrity to be listed on the National Register of Historic
Places in 1986. The recent removal of the additions restored the building’s original form,
and revealed original window openings.



Continuation Sheet 5
Photo log:
1. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, facade. Looking south. May 2016.

2. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, facade detail: “Seventeenth Ward Public
School.” Looking southeast. May 2016.

3. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, facade detail. Looking southeast. May 2016.

4. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, original front entrance detail. Looking southeast.
May 2016.

5. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, southwest elevation and southwestern end of
facade. Looking east. May 2016.

6. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, northeast elevation. Looking west. May 2016.
7. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, foundation detail. Looking northwest. May 2016.

8. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, southeast (rear) elevation. Looking north. May
2016.

9. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, schoolchildren at front entrance. Circa 1905.

10. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, southeast (rear) elevation. Looking northwest.
1929.
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1. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, facade. Looking south. May 2016.



2. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, facade detail: “Seventeenth Ward Public
School.” Looking southeast. May 2016.



3. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, facade detail. Looking southeast. May 2016.



4. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, original front entrance detail. Looking southeast.
May 2016.



5. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, southwest elevation and southwestern end of
facade. Looking east. May 2016.



6. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, northeast elevation. Looking west. May 2016.



7. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, foundation detail. Looking northwest. May 2016.



8. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, southeast (rear) elevation. Looking north. May
2016.



9. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, schoolchildren at front entrance. Circa 1905.



10. Bayard School, 4830 Hatfield Street, southeast (rear) elevation. Looking northwest. 1929.
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Benefits of Redevelopment Areas

Receive priority for certain public funding sources

e Can facilitate the ability to secure grants used for affordable housing and public infrastructure

mmed  Leverage commercial bank loans

* Banks receive Community Reinvestment Act credits for lending to redevelopment area projects
® Banks can receive a waiver of HVCRE Capital Requirements for projects in Redevelopment Areas

Gain access to the Strategic Investment Fund (SIF), Program Related

Investment (PRI)

* SIF - Private sector source of financing for real estate projects with significant impact
* PRI — Foundation funding of development projects

med  Additional Public Input Within Land Disposition

* Any sale of URA property will require approval from City Council

memy  Prerequisite for a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District

* The URA can help invest in public infrastructure by issuing TIF bonds

Building Pittsburgh with Ur'd |



Common Questions

Does this affect my taxes?

No
Does this go on my deed/affect my title?
No

Does this give the City or URA additional powers to acquire property?

* No, in fact it forces the URA to get City Council approval for any sales of property in those areas.

Does this change zoning?
*No

Why was this area selected?

e Potential for future projects, whether they be public space additions, infrastructure improvements,
potential infill development in a commercial district or affordable housing developments

Building Pittsburgh with Ur'd |



Existing Redevelopment Areas — 8% of the City

Redevelopment Areas > _ 48 - N
Date: 10/13/2016 é

Active Redevelopment Area

; P Neighborhoods

Building Pittsburgh with Ur'd |



Meetings Attended

- Squirrel Hill
o June 16, 2015 — Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition - Board Meeting
o April 22, 2015 — Briefing with Councilman O’Connor
o March 10, 2016 - Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition - Community Meeting
- East Allegheny
o July 23, 2015 - Briefing with Councilwoman Harris
0 August 6, 2015 — Briefing with Chris Rosselot from Community Alliance of Spring
Garden/East Deutschtown (CASGED)
0 September 29, 2015 - CASGED - Economic Development Committee
o January 5, 2016 - Meeting with Mark Fatla NLC
o February 10, 2016 - CASGED Monthly Meeting
o October 11, 2016 — CASGED Monthly Meeting
o October 11, 2016 - East Allegheny Meeting
Hill District
April 23, 2015 - Briefing with Councilman Lavelle
June 25 2015 - Hill District Quarterly Meeting
September 2, 2015 — Hill District Quarterly Meeting
September 11, 2015 - Hill Consensus Group Meeting
April 4, 2016 - Hill CDC Development Review Panel
July 8, 2016 - Hill Consensus Group Meeting
September 23, 2016 - Hill CDC meeting
October 14, 2016 - Hill Consensus Group Meeting

O OO O0OO0O0O0o0Oo
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Basic Conditions Reports
Murray-Forward Study Area

City of Pittsburgh Planning Commission
October 18, 2016

Mark A. Patrick :: KU Resources, Inc.

412-469-9331 :: mpatrick@kuresources.com




Background

= The Basic Conditions Reports focus on existing
conditions in the Murray-Forward Study Area within the
City of Pittsburgh as they relate to the criteria for an area

In need of redevelopment pursuant to the Pennsylvania
Urban Redevelopment Law.




PA URL Finding of Blight

= A finding of blight under Section 2 of the PA URL does
not afford the power to condemn property in the Study
Area through the power of eminent domain.

= PAAct 34 of 2006, the Property Rights Protection Act,
amended the PA URL and the Eminent Domain Code to
limit the eminent domain powers and lists several
conditions that must be met before condemnation may
take place.

= These conditions were not studied or applied to the
Study Area. Rather, the original PA URL definitions set
forth in Section 2 of the PA URL, as further reiterated In
the Tax Increment Financing Act, were employed.

“ www.kuresources.com




PA URL Finding of Blight

= The PA URL outlines seven characteristics of blight, the
documented presence within a designated Study Area of any
one of such conditions of blight as defined in the PA URL is
sufficient to warrant certification of the defined area.

Inadequate Planning of the Area
Excessive Coverage of Land by Buildings

Unsafe, Unsanitary, Inadequate, or Overcrowded
Conditions of Dwellings

Lack of Proper Light, Air, and Open Space
Defective Design and Arrangement of Buildings
Faulty Street or Lot Layout

Economically or Socially Undesirable Land Uses

www.kuresources.com




Murray- Forward Study Area

= The Study Area lies in the southern portion of the
Squirrel Hill neighborhood of the City of Pittsburgh.

= The Study Area is generally delineated by Interstate 376
(Parkway East/Squirrel Hill Tunnels) to the south,
Pocussett Street to the northwest, Forward Avenue to
the north, and Shady Avenue to the east.

= The Study Area includes 49 separate parcels of land
that encompass approximately 11 acres according to
Allegheny County real property records.




Murray-Forward Study Area Boundary
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Murray-Forward Study Area
Defective Design and Arrangement of Buildings

= The original layout of the commercial buildings on the northern side
of Forward Avenue between Murray Avenue and Eldridge Street in
the “Study Area” present challenges for conversion or reuse.

= The commercial frontage on 5813-5819 Forward Avenue (Parcel
87-G-210) of the L-shaped building on this site is trapezoidal in
shape with the eastern-most end of the building significantly
deeper than the western-most end. This design limits the
building’s reuse potential.

= 5835 Forward Avenue (Parcel 87-G-193) has 85 feet of frontage
on Forward Avenue, its maximum depth is approximately 24 feet,
and the depth of the eastern-most end of the building is actually
less than 7 feet

= The former Squirrel Hill Theater building (Parcel 87-G-155) is not
economically or physically adaptable to other potential uses.

“ www.kuresources.com




Murray-Forward Study Area - Faulty Street Layout

= Intersection of Murray Avenue, Forward Avenue and Pocusset
Street

= The complicated five-leg intersection of Murray Avenue, Forward
Avenue and Pocusset Street characterizes a faulty street layout
In the Study Area.

RS
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Murray-Forward Study Area - Faulty Street Layout

Forward Avenue between Beechwood Boulevard and Murray
Avenue is wide and has four lanes. The configuration encourages
drivers to accelerate to enter the Parkway. Drivers exiting the
Parkway must quickly transition from the high speed of the
Interstate to an urban street which can also lead to conflicts.

www.kuresources.com




Murray-Forward Study Area - Faulty Street Layout
I =

= Acute and Odd-Angled Intersections

= Several of the intersection configurations require unorthodox
traffic movements within the Study Area.
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Murray-Forward Study Area
Faulty Lot Layout-Small, Irregularly-shaped Lots

= There are two very small parcels, 87-K-33 and 87-F-282, in the
Study Area. Each of these lots is triangular in shape and currently
vacant. Parcel 87-K-33 is approximately 1,200 square feet (sf) in
size and Parcel 87-F-282 is slightly less than 3,000 sf in total area.

= 5835 Forward Avenue (Parcel 87-G-193) is irregularly shaped; and,
although it has 85 feet of frontage on Forward Avenue, its maximum
depth is approximately 24 feet, and the depth of the eastern-most
end is actually less than 7 feet.

= 2700 Murray Avenue is a 3,000 sf, irregularly shaped lot that
currently contains a small dry cleaning building. The small size and
awkward shape of this lot limit replacement uses.

“ www.kuresources.com



Murray-Forward Study Area- Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant Buildings and Land

= Vacant buildings, under-utilized buildings, and vacant
land in the Study Area represent economically and
socially undesirable land uses.

= Vacant land comprises nearly 23% of the total parcel
area within the Study Area. The key location of some
of this vacant land represents a blighting condition
that discourages investment in the area.




Murray-Forward Study Area- Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant and/or Underutilized Commercial Structure

= 5824 Forward Ave (Parcel 87-G-155) The Squirrel Hill Theater
was a neighborhood institution and asset for many years but the
building is currently vacant and deteriorating.

“ www.kuresources.com



Murray-Forward Study Area- Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant Land

= There are currently eight vacant parcels in the Study Area.
These parcels are not only visually unappealing, but they
contribute relatively little to the tax base and represent potential
health and safety risks. Some of these vacant lots have been in
that state for some time.

www.kuresources.com




Murray-Forward Study Area- Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant Land

= Parcel 87-F-215 - This parcel is the only vacant parcel in the Study Area located
within a residentially-zoned area. Zoned R2-L, the site fronts on Pocusset Street,
but with the existing fencing, the orientation is more toward the commercially-
zoned Lifetime Auto on Forward Avenue.

= Parcel 87-F-218 - This property is one of the former valet parking lots that served
Poli's Restaurant. This lot is adjacent to the Forward Avenue on-ramp to the
Parkway East.

= Parcel 87-F-282 - This property is a small 2,900-sf vacant parcel located at the
western limit of the Study Area adjacent to the Parkway East and Parcel 87-F-218.
This small parcel is currently owned by the City of Pittsburgh and by itself is
undevelopable.

= 2704 Murray Avenue - Parcel 87-F-320 - This vacant property is the site of the
former Burton L. Hirsch Funeral Home

= Parcel 87-G-46 - This 9,200-sf vacant property is the second of the former valet
parking lots for Poli's Restaurant.

= 2607 Murray Avenue - Parcels 87-G-65 and 87-G-66 - Two vacant parcels that
were the location of Poli’'s Restaurant

= The western portion of Parcel 87-G-155 - The building formerly on this site was
consumed by fire along with the former Poli’'s Restaurant building.

“ www.kuresources.com




Murray-Forward Study Area
Review of Findings

= Based on the analysis of the existing conditions in
Murray Forward Study Area, conditions are present
within the Study Area which address three of the seven
characteristics described in the PA URL.:

= Defective Design and Arrangement of Buildings

= Faulty Street or Lot Layout
= Economically or Socially Undesirable Land Uses




Basic Conditions Reports
East Allegheny Study Area

City of Pittsburgh Planning Commission
October 18, 2016

Mark A. Patrick :: KU Resources, Inc.

412-469-9331 :: mpatrick@kuresources.com




Background

= The Basic Conditions Reports focus on existing
conditions in the East Allegheny Study Area within the
City of Pittsburgh as they relate to the criteria for an area

In need of redevelopment pursuant to the Pennsylvania
Urban Redevelopment Law




PA URL Finding of Blight

= A finding of blight under Section 2 of the PA URL does
not afford the power to condemn property in the Study
Area through the power of eminent domain.

= PAAct 34 of 2006, the Property Rights Protection Act,
amended the PA URL and the Eminent Domain Code to
limit the eminent domain powers and lists several
conditions that must be met before condemnation may
take place.

= These conditions were not studied or applied to the
Study Area. Rather, the original PA URL definitions set
forth in Section 2 of the PA URL, as further reiterated In
the Tax Increment Financing Act, were employed.

“ www.kuresources.com




PA URL Finding of Blight

= The PA URL outlines seven characteristics of blight, the
documented presence within a designated Study Area of any
one of such conditions of blight as defined in the PA URL is
sufficient to warrant certification of the defined area.

Inadequate Planning of the Area
Excessive Coverage of Land by Buildings

Unsafe, Unsanitary, Inadequate, or Overcrowded
Conditions of Dwellings

Lack of Proper Light, Air, and Open Space
Defective Design and Arrangement of Buildings
Faulty Street or Lot Layout

Economically or Socially Undesirable Land Uses

www.kuresources.com




East Allegheny Study Area

= The Study Area is comprised of significant portions of

the East Allegheny and Spring Garden neighborhoods of
the City of Pittsburgh.

= The area includes 1,110 separate parcels of land which
total approximately 48 acres of total parcel area
(excluding streets and other public rights-of-way)
according to Allegheny County property records.




East Allegheny Study Area Boundary
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East Allegheny Study Area — Unsafe, Unsanitary,
Inadequate or Overcrowded Conditions

= There are abandoned and dilapidated structures
throughout the study area that characterize unsafe,
unsanitary, inadequate, or overcrowded conditions.

= Vacant, unsecured row houses attract criminal activity
and are targets for arson which puts all houses in the
row at risk.

= Vacant row houses share walls with occupied adjacent
residences which puts these structures, and their
occupants at risk.

“ www.kuresources .com



East Allegheny Study Area — Unsafe, Unsanitary,
Inadequate or Overcrowded Conditions

820 Vista Street - An abandoned, boarded-up, and dilapidated three-story yellow-
sided duplex located on a steep section of Vista Street approximately 200 feet west of
Madison Avenue. The structure is not well secured, and in its existing condition will
not be economically feasible to renovate

804 Constance Street - A vacant row house. The deteriorated and unsafe condition of
this structure is particularly evident at the rear of the building on Ahlers Way. From that
perspective, the structure is overgrown with vines, open and not well-secured.

904 Constance Street - An abandoned boarded-up brick row house which shares
walls with adjacent occupied residences.

916 Constance Street - An abandoned boarded-up brick row house that shares a wall
with 914 Constance Street, an occupied residence.

728 Cedar Avenue - A vacant brick duplex located at the corner of Cedar Avenue and
Foreland Street adjacent to Allegheny Commons. This property is located at the
western limit of the Study Area just across Cedar Avenue from Allegheny Commons.
The rear portion of the structure is a wood-framed addition that is in an advanced state
of deterioration.

506 Foreland Street - An abandoned, unsecured three-story insulbrick-sided row
house. Insulbrick was a widely used siding material in the early to mid-twentieth
century that consists of a fiberboard sheathing coated with tar and an embedded
granular material. That material has been associated with an increased hazard for fire,
and in the case of 506 Foreland Street, there are occupied residences on both sides.

www.kuresources.com




East Allegheny Study Area — Lack of Proper Light, Air,
or Open Space

= The lack of open space in the Spring Garden section of
the Study area is confirmed by Pittsburgh City Planning
Data, which shows open space as comprising less than
3% of the land.

= The Open Space, Parks and Recreation Plan, a
component of Pittsburgh’s Comprehensive Plan, rates
the quality of existing parks and open space in the Study
Area as only “fair.”




East Allegheny Study Area — Faulty Street Layout
I =

= |nterstate 279

= |-279 divides the East Allegheny/Deutschtown area into two separate
areas. The |-279 right-of-way consumes over 8 acres of land within the
Study Area, forming a depressed barrier between the two sections that
is over 300 feet in width. Access between the east and west sections is
limited to a two-way underpass at East Ohio Street; a two-way bridge at

Tripoli Street; and a one-way bridge at East North Avenue.
' _
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East Allegheny Study Area — Faulty Street Layout

= Intersection of Spring Garden Avenue, Vinial Street, and Concord
Street

= The irregular intersection of Spring Garden Avenue, Vinial Street,
and Concord Street is oddly configured and confusing. Traffic
can approach the intersection from six directions, and directional
and street signage is deficient.

! o v R
| <. ‘/ 5 1 .:.-I"'.: + S ' Tt
i : ) s oot mi e
¥ il
—

¥ = — -
.
» -
n e . .
www.kuresources.com



East Allegheny Study Area — Faulty Street Layout

= Rickenbaugh Street

= Rickenbaugh Street is located in East Deutschtown that carries
traffic between Suismon Street and Ahler’'s Way. The narrow
street is two-way, and passes through the Florian Cabinet
building as it makes a tight turn. : 9
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East Allegheny Study Area — Faulty Lot Layout

= Small and Irregularly Shaped Lots
= Small-Size Lots

— 36% of the parcels in the Study Area are less than 1,000 square feet in size.
Many of these lots are less than 500 square feet in size. Developing or
otherwise reusing these lots will likely require that they be consolidated with
other lots to create larger lots that are economically feasible to use.

= Triangular Lots

— The area where East Deutschtown and Spring Garden come together at Vinial
Street produces triangular lots that are difficult to use effectively. Similarly,
Spring Garden Avenue’s configuration also leads to some triangular lots
furtlhgr up the valley. Examples of these small triangular lots in the Study Area
include:

— 1035 Vinial Street (Parcel 24-F-118)

— 1050 Spring Garden Avenue (Parcel 24-F-162)
— 1103 Spring Garden Avenue (Parcel 24-F-195)
— 910 Wettach Street (Parcel (24-K-188)

— 1005 Vinial Street (24-K-344)

— 801 Vinial Street (Parcel (24-K-182)

“ www.kuresources.com




East Allegheny Study Area — Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant and/or Underutilized Structures

= Vacant, deteriorating buildings, or buildings not utilized to their greatest
potential negatively impact the social environment, degrade prospective
tax revenue, reduce surrounding property values, and contribute to
neighborhood blight within the Study Area:

— 926 Peralta Street (Parcel 24-K-219) - Vacant three-story brick
Victorian row house on Peralta Street in East Deutschtown.
According to Allegheny County records, the property was sold in 2015
for only $16,000 and is currently shown as tax delinquent.

— 1414 Spring Garden Avenue (Parcel 47-R-88) - Reportedly once a
tannery.

— 901 Chestnut Street (Parcel 24-K-12) - A Vacant commercial building
located at the intersection of Chestnut Street and Suismon Street in
West Deutschtown.

“ www.kuresources.com



East Allegheny Study Area — Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant and/or Underutilized Structures (cont’d)

907 East Street (Parcel 24-3-37) - Vacant former gasoline station located on East
Street adjacent to 1-279 in West Deutschtown. As a former gasoline filling station,
the site is considered a brownfield, and with that concerns about past use and
potential contamination are blighting influences in the community.

812 Concord Street (Parcel 24-E-166) - Former Allegheny Social Hall building on
Concord Street in East Deutschtown. The Allegheny Social Hall was built in the
early 1900s and has been vacant for many years. There have been proposals to
reuse the structure that have not moved forward.

800 East Ohio Street (Parcel 24-N-142) - The former Workingman’s Savings Bank
known more recently known as ARC House. Both historically and architecturally
significant, the building has been vacant since 2006.

Unused Upper Floors of Commercial A number of commercial structures have
occupied commercial space on the first-floor street level, but are vacant on the
upper floors. Vacant upper stories present challenges for reuse.

www.kuresources.com




East Allegheny Study Area — Economically or Socially
Undesirable Land Use

= Vacant land comprises approximately 30% of the properties in the Study
Area. Examples of this condition within the Study Area include:

= 818-826 Madison Avenue Parcels (24-J-200, 203, 204, 206, and 207)
— This site is comprised of five vacant commercial lots under common
ownership at prominent and visible location on Madison Avenue
along 1-279.

= Phineas Street and Guckert Way Lots - Vacant lots under separate
ownership fronting on Phineas Street and Guckert Way between

Phineas Street and East Ohio Street.

= 808 - 850 East Ohio Street - Formerly part of the East Ohio Street
commercial district; now separated from the now more intact commercial
area in the western section.

= Vacant Lots on Madison - Five contiguous vacant lots that are under
single ownership on the north side of Phineas Street and fronting on
Madison Avenue at |-279.

“ www.kuresources.com




East Allegheny Study Area
Review of Findings

4

Based on the analysis of the existing conditions in East
Allegheny Study Area, conditions are present within the
Study Area which address four of the seven
characteristics described in the PA URL.:

= Unsafe, Unsanitary, Inadequate, or Overcrowded
Conditions

= Lack of Proper Light, Air, or Open Space
= Faulty Street or Lot Layout
= Economically or Socially Undesirable Land Uses




City of Pittsburgh DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING Date Filed:
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION AND REVIEW (ZONING)

Office of the Zoning Administrator

200 ROSS STREET+ THIRD FLOOR * PITTSBURGH ¢ PENNSYLVANIA + 15219 (Zoning Use Only)

The Development Review Application can be used for the following:

e New Construction of a Primary Use Structure larger than a 2-Family Dwelling. (Including new Non-Residential
Primary Use Structures);

e Any project or development that requires a Land Operations Permit;
e Any other types of work not listed under the Walk-Through and Zoning Applications.

GENERAL INFORMATION
1. Property Owner Name: Alcoa Phone Number: ( 412 ) 553-4545
Address: 201 Isabella St. | City: Pittsburgh State: PA Zip Code: 15212
2. Applicant/Company Name: Boyd Bryant, Design Box Phone Number: (412 ) 610-2325
Address: 4327 Butler St. | City: Pittsburgh State: PA Zip Code: 15201

Applicant/Contractor ID:(assigned by the City) Colite

. Development Name:  Alcoa Corporate Center - Pittsburgh

. Development Location: Northshore

. Development Address: 201 Isabella St., Pittsburgh, PA 15212

a  u s~ W

. If applicant is proposing a change to the Zoning District, the following is required: (Attach Zone Change Petition)

Proposed Zoning District:

Present Use of Site:
(Select from attached list)

7. If a Certificate of Occupancy exists, the following is required:

Certificate of Occupancy# Date Issued: Existing Use of Property:
201 Isabella St., Pittsburgh, PA 15212 201 Isabella St., Pittsburgh, PA 15212 | Corporate Office Headquarters
8. Estimated Construction: Start Date: 09/01/16 Occupancy Date: / / glézrfgigé Project Cost: $ 50,000.00

Use the attached Worksheet to continue answering the questions. For additional reference in answering Items 9-12 go to
pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/zoning/ and select the link for the City Zoning Code maintained at the Municode.com website.

9. Proposed Use of Site (Select from attached list): 81

10. Select the Type of Work:
O New Construction, New [ Renovation, Interior
O New Construction, X1 Renovation, Exterior

O Change in Use Only O Renovation, Change in Use

11. Describe the Development: A new Arconic high wall sign to be added to the south facade of the Alcoa Corporate Center on

on the North Shore of Pittsburgh; as well as a replacement sign for the existing Alcoa sign

12. Is a Land Operations Permit needed? O YES KINO

(See the Bureau of Building Inspection (BBI) website for activities requiring a Land Operations Permit, http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/bbi/)

VOUCHER #: Page DRA-1 MAY 2013
(Zoning Use Only)




City of Pittsburgh DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION AND REVIEW (ZONING)

Office of the Zoning Administrator

200 ROSS STREET+ THIRD FLOOR ¢ PITTSBURGH ¢ PENNSYLVANIA + 15219

LAND AND BUILDING INFORMATION

13. Proposed Number of New Structures or Building Additions: X N/A
[0 Residential O Commercial [0 Recreational O Industrial O Institutional

14. Gross Floor Area:

Existing to be Razed: 0 sqft

Existing to be Retained: 0 sqft

Retained Area to be Renovated: 0 sqft

To be Constructed: (2) High Wall Signs  778.5 sq ft

Building Footprint: approx. 60,000 sq ft sqft
15. Height of Structures: Existing Proposed

Stories Feet Stories Feet

Main Structure 6 Stories 114 ft

Proposed Addition/Extension

Provide Accessory Structure Type(s) and Height(s): N/A

16. Number of Dwelling Units: N/A

Existing to Remain: Proposed:
17. Lot Area: approx. 99,500 sq ft
18. On Site Parking: & N/A
Existing Proposed

Full (8 12" x 19")
Compact (7 V4" x 16")

Handicap (13 2" x 19")

Off-Street Loading Spaces: & N/A
Actual:
Required:
19. Please check any of the following items that will be part of the proposed work: O N/A
[0 Demolition O HVAC (Interior) O HVAC (Exterior) K Electrical [ Fire Alarm
O Fire Protection/Sprinklers O Deck Construction O Commercial Cooking Hood X Sign

20. Please check the following items that pertain to any work proposed on private plumbing:
(i.e. plumbing between a public sewer or water line and a building, including plumbing inside the building).

[ Repair or Replace Existing Plumbing O New Construction of Plumbing & No Plumbing Work is Proposed

VOUCHER #: Page DRA-2 MAY 2013
(Zoning Use Only)




DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING

City of Pittsburgh
DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION AND REVIEW (ZONING)

Office of the Zoning Administrator
200 ROSS STREET+ THIRD FLOOR ¢ PITTSBURGH ¢ PENNSYLVANIA ¢+ 15219

- DEVELOPMENT REVIEW APPLICATION

WATER AND SEWER INFORMATION

NOTE: The term "sewer” refers to sanitary sewers, storm sewers and combined sewers owned by the City of Pittsburgh.

For reference in answering Items 21-24, please refer to the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority’s Procedures Manual for Developers (available
at www.pgh20.com).

21. Please indicate the number (e.g. 0, 1, 2,...) of each of the following sewer and/or water items that will be part of the work: N/A

New Water Service Connection(s) Termination of Existing Water Service Tap(s)

New Sewer Service Connection(s) Termination of Existing Sewer Service Tap(s)

22. Will the proposed work change the current water consumption and sewer discharge of the building or site?

O YES XINO

23. If the Development includes the construction of main sewer and/or water lines, then the Applicant is required to select a course
of action with regard to ownership of those utilities:

O Applicant requests PWSA to accept ownership of the sewer mains and/or water lines
O Applicant retains private ownership of sewer mains and/or water lines

i Not Applicable (Development does not include construction of sewer mains and/or water lines)

24, If Yes to the first or second statement in Item 23, then identify the type of property where the sewer mains and/or water lines
will be constructed:

O Public Property, Existing City Street O Private Property [ Not Applicable
O Public Property, New City Street to be constructed as part of the development/project

WORK IN AND AROUND THE CITY RIGHTS-OF-WAY

25. Please select the following items that apply to the proposed work:

O Applicant requests to change or designate the name of a City Street.

[0 The proposed work includes a private structure (e.g. deck, porch, awning, sign, etc.) encroaching on a City dedicated right-of-way.

[0 Modification or reconstruction of City curbs.

[ Design and construction of a new street where the Applicant will request the City to accept ownership of the street.

0O Applicant requests the City to vacate an existing City street/sidewalk so the Applicant can use the property for private development.

O The proposed work will create an obstruction of traffic on City rights-of-way.

[ The proposed work includes the excavation of a City street or sidewalk.

O The proposed work includes the placement of a demolition dumpster in a City right-of-way.

O The proposed work includes the addition, deletion and/or relocation of City street lights in a City right-of-way.

26. Applicant will be applying for a Visitability Tax Credit? O Yes O No

Applicant Signature: 43»/]17}»\»—\-

VOUCHER #: Page DRA-3 MAY 2013
(Zoning Use Only)




High Wall Sign
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4327 Butler Street Pittsburgh PA15232
Boyd 412.610.2325 « Scott 412.606.1105
boyd@designbox.co e« scott@designbox.co



DESIENEEIBDX

colite

October 3, 2016

Arconic Pittsburgh

High Wall Sign

=R premlock St by e m\\'%\‘“,/// g
Mattress Factory Museum £ & Allegheny - B
B General Hospital =
c% Z 2 a2 worth QU Z ®
3 2 B cloise St {ripot g =z
S\ % e o GL
\wanid hve % %, = % @
pennsy et 3
st o @
gena” b oo St
W worh pve National Aviary & \ m ‘02;‘ g one \
e -
geech MY Children's Museum . S ?r'; puery St
of Pittsburgh ™ 33 ynatt
2 =4 sey S
age St 3 2 press'®)
estern ME £ £
Z %
NS
z idge Ave £l om0’ =
® Ridd u sU p—
p—— — &
S G . o
s O —————— Ly '- &
— (e T The Andy } 2o
Reedsdale St &, /w Warhol Museum = '\‘-_\ % l?}d*‘
Allegheny (1] L Alcoa Corporate Center A &
asino @ North Side ssd“ e
Heinz Field a2 / =)  PNCParks S \ ) s
¥ \ 2 &
Stage AE ¥ i David|L. Lawrence . S A | L5
Carnegie Science Center & ot Al Convention Center ™ LN 579, IR ETT)
N Shot® |} L fif 20
\'\k Pittsburgh 7] .%'
\ = 2
| - D et W
Allegheny [1A] £o &
B I|I L, , Benedum Center for g
| = the Performing Arts N
F
} Wood Street [1] /I.f %&
g Gateway (1] DOWNTOWN A Jt?. g\\m?‘
w “lly N HPtak &
S, Market Square A, Pitte [« e 1 <
i, & = % EETTS UL G centre ave
/ PPG Industries & 4 ]
B %q. pr 4 %"'74 Steel Plaza (1) .. Qe®
‘:‘} /,:-f". s CONﬁpL Energy Center & Col
e = 4D od . -
g ; o) 6oc "'?0,-6 Fifth Ave
=] (~] e
¥ G aab' ’5@ i) Forbes Ave Far
- & Z Iy Ny 1 H
2 & T L/ TRl A Duquesne 7]
-7 = e = = o
f (=] University Sil
& 5
< 5 3
& = % e = -

Current Code for High Wall Signs
919.03.M.7 - GT and DR Zoning Districts

(c)Only the name of the building or business shall be mounted higher than

forty (40) feet above grade and may face in all directions but shall not be

roof mounted nor project at above the roof peak or parapet wall, shall not

exceed in face area forty (40) square feet or two (2] percent of exposed facade

area whichever is larger, shall be limited to four (4] per building, shall include

no motion or animation, shall not exceed a luminance of 2,500 nits during daylight
hours between sunrise and sunset, shall not exceed a luminance of 250 nits

at all other times, shall permit electronic illumination with no motion or animation,

and shall be subject to design review and approval by the City Planning Commission.
All applications shall include certification that the sign will comply with luminance level
standards at the time of application and must certify again that the sign is operating
in compliance with the standards prior to issuance of an occupancy permit.
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Photo Rendering
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— Existing ALCOA Sign
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Proposed Signs

— Replcement ALCOA Sign

— New ARCONIC Sign
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C OI i t e Existing and Proposed Comparison
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Existing Building Elevation, South Facade ~"

]
C OI I t e Square Footage Calculations & Allowances

Total Square Footage of South Facade of Building = 39,292.21 sf

2% of Bulding sf =785.84 sf
— Existing ALCOA Sign
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scale 1/32"=1'-0"

12'-0" r 23'-41/2"

_ _ Existing Alcoa Sign

o | Logo Mark 12’-0” x 12’-0” = 144 sf
120 ' 3-8" Logo Type 3’-8“ x 23’-4.5" = 85.7 sf
| Total = 229.7 sf
Scale: 3/16” = 1’-0”
— Per Email - Total Square Footage is 39,082 sf

2% =781.64
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Building Elevation, South Facade ~"

COI ite Proposed Signs

Total Square Footage of South Facade of Building = 39,292.21 sf
2% of Bulding sf =785.84 sf

— Replacement ALCOA Sign —— New ARCONCIC Sign
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Replacement Alcoa Sign

Logo Mark 11’-6” x 12’-9.5” = 1471 sf
Logo Type 7°-1.5” x 29’-4" = 209 sf
Total = 356.1 sf

59!_6"

-1 172"

Proposed Sign Layouts and Sizes

Replacement Alcoa Sign
New Arconic Sign

Total Square Footage of Signs

Sign Allowance
2% of Building Facade

16"2“

New Arconic Sign

Logo Mark 11’-10” x 16’-2” = 191.3 sf
Logo Type 5’-4“x 43’-4” = 231.1 sf
Total = 422.4 sf

Scale: 3/16” = 1’-0”
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—_— N
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356.1sf
422.4 sf

778.5 sf

785.84 sf
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Existing Alcoa High Wall Sign, Close Up
Ghosted White Line shows approx. size of replacement sign

Photo from Downtown side of River, existing view
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