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Message From the Councilman
Greetings Residents of District 6-

OFFICE OF COUNCILMAN
R. DANIEL LAVELLE

Proudly Serving:
California-Kirkbride
Central Northside
Downtown
Fineview
Hill District
Manchester
Parts of Oakland
Perry Hilltop

As we enter the new year I wanted to take a moment to both highlight some of
our accomplishments from last year as well as project forward some of our
work for this year. What follows is not a a comprehensive report of what we
accomplished last year, but rather highlights of some of our accomplishments
on the second half of the year. In addition, we have much to look forward to
in the new year.
First and foremost, now that we have passed the legislation to create the
Housing Opportunity Fund, we must now commit to securing its funding. I
look forward to working with my colleagues to find the appropriate funding
streams. We will also be working on legislation to curb noise at night in
downtown Pittsburgh as well as legislation to ensure local residents benefit
from the development that occurs in their communities. I also look forward to
moving forward with the development of the Lower Hill, the Garden Theater
block and other housing developments across District 6. As always, please do
not hesitate to contact our office if you have questions and/or concerns.
Here's to a new year working together.

Lavelle Creates Housing Opportunity Fund

Uptown

Councilman Lavelle legislated the creation of a Housing Opportunity Fund for the city of Pittsburgh. The ordinance requires the
city to set aside a minimum of $10 million each year for the creation and preservation of affordable housing.
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The fund will help stabilize and foster mixed-income neighborhoods, encouraging newcomers and helping long-timers stay put
amid higher property values, taxes and market pressures. Aid offerings could include down-payment assistance, home rehabilitation
and foreclosure prevention.
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Lavelle Presents at Harvard University
On Saturday, October 22, 2016, the Harvard
University Graduate School of Design hosted
a two part workshop entitled “Gentrification
by Design, shaping Neighborhood Change.”
The Workshop look at three major cities: Los
Angeles, Chicago and Pittsburgh. The purpose was to learn about different ways can
residents influence the trajectories of gentrification in their communities.
Councilman Lavelle spoke about his work in
the city both from a legislative and advocacy
perspective. He also discussed the use of
community based tool kits and community
benefit agreements as a way to help guide development for the betterment of residents.

Hill District awarded $500,000 Choice Neighborhood grant.
In June of 2016, the US Department of Housing and Urban Development awarded the
City of Pittsburgh a $500,000 Choice Neighborhood Grant for the redevelopment of the
Bedford Dwellings housing complex in the Hill District. The effort was lead by Councilman Lavelle in conjunction with the Hill CDC, Hill Consensus Group, Hill House Association, City of Pittsburgh and the Pittsburgh Housing Authority.
There are a number of goals associated with the grant: replace older public housing with
mixed-income housing, improve educational outcomes for youth in the neighborhood,
increase public safety and increased commercial activity.
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Allegheny Dwellings Update

2017 City Budget Highlights

Allegheny Dwellings is undergoing a four Councilman Lavelle worked hard to ensure
phase redevelopment. Phase one has already this years budget would enhance core city
began with the relocation of tenants and will and district issues. Highlights include:
continue through 2017 with the demolition
• Increased staffing for Police (892 officof 97 units and construction of 65 units on
ers) and firefighters (656)
Federal Hill Extension; 45 will be affordable
and 20 market rate.
• Increase in paving budget
The second phase is projected for 2020. The
final two phases should begin in 2022 and is • Repairs to Robert E Williams Park
projected to take until 2025 for completion.
• Improvements to Manchester Field
In all, the original 272 will have been replaced with new affordable units with an ad• Green Infrastructure for Sampsonia Way
dition of 100 new market rate units.
•

Increase to the pension contribution

•

Salary for Park Ranger for Market Sq

Housing Development Updates
This does not reflect all the housing developments in the District but rather highlights
a few unique and important ones.

Central Northside

There is new housing to be developed on
East Jefferson St. by Mr. and Mrs. Roger
Humphries. At the time of this writing, they
Manchester
currently have 2 townhomes units completed
and up for sale. The goal is to sell those
units and develop 6 more on Carrington
Street, and 3 more units on E jefferson St.
For those interested in inquiring about the
units for
sale, contact the
The Housing Authority recently acquired the Humphries
Hope VI development and is currently work- directly at
ing to repair the properties both inside and
412-321out. Many thanks to the Hope VI tenant
1069.
council for their work and diligence in helping make this possible.
(Continued on page 4)
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Upper Hill

Fineview

Councilman Lavelle and The Schenley
Heights Collaborative are working on the
development and redevelopment of homes
for ownership in the Upper Hill District.
Phase I is new construction and phase II is
scattered site rehabilitation. If interested in
purchasing a new home, call the agent,
Lavelle Real Estate, Inc. at 412 621-2992.

Fineview Citizens Council (FCC) recently
completed the redevelopment of 19 Lanark. The goal is to prevent the displacement of residents in the Allegheny Dwellings by providing replacement housing as
an option to those
residents. With 19
Lanark being completed, the FCC is
looking to continue
the project by redeveloping other homes
in the neighborhood.

Renovated August Wilson Park Unveiled to
the Public
In August of 2016 the new August Wilson Park, formerly
known as Cliffside Park, was unveiled. Located right
around the corner from the historic August Wilson home, the
August Wilson park stands as a testament to the community's resilience after years of work to rejuvenate a once worn
down play area.
We encourage all to visit the park, commemorate the legacy
of August Wilson, enjoy the spectacular hillside views, interact with neighbors, residents and families in an inviting,
healthy, vibrant space.

Garden Theater
Block
The Garden Theater
Block renovation project is being developed
by Garden Theater
Block LLC, a partnership between Trek Developmen and Q Development.
The URA recently
granted approval for a
loan for the renovation
of the Bradberry Building and the Garden
Theater. The Bradberry
building will be converted into 16 apartments, and commercial
tenants are currently
being sought for the
Garden Theater building.

OFFICE OF COUNCILMAN R. DANIEL LAVELLE

PAGE 5

Wylie & Fullerton opened on Lower Hill
A ribbon "connecting" ceremony was held
on October 7, 2016 to commemorate the
completion of the first phase of the Lower
Hill District infrastructure project. Federal,
State, County and City officials were
present for the historic event.
Councilman expressed enthusiasm over the
development, while heeding caution that
this is only a first step in redeveloping a
Lower Hill that is truly of benefit to the
Greater Hill and the City of Pittsburgh.

Downtown Dog
Park
Councilman Lavelle,
working with the Downtown CDC, is pleased to
announce the opening of
Downtown's first dog
park, located by the Rachel Carson Bridge between the 10th St Bypass
and Fort Duquesne Boulevard.
We are all excited about
the development of an
amenity that will strengthen the sense of community
Downtown.

Councilman Lavelle Creates
Victims Assistance Coordinator Position
Councilman Lavelle, working with Public Safety Director
Wendell D. Hissrich, has created a new position in the
Public Safety Department to assist victims of traumatic
events.
The Victim Assistance Coordinator will be responsible for
ensuring that victims of crimes and/or domestic violence
investigated by the Pittsburgh Police, as well as victims of
national or man-made disasters, are afforded the
opportunity to received emergency services and ongoing
support.
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Councilman Lavelle’s 2016 Legislative Summary
In addition to the Housing Opportunity Fund, below is a list of additional legislation
sponsored by Councilman Lavelle in the second half of last year:
2016-0006: Ordinance requiring developers to provide an affordable housing impact
statement when submitting their project development plans to the city.
2016-0034: Ordinance amending the Pittsburgh noise code limiting heavy impact construction operations to the hours between 8am – 6pm.
2016-0231: Ordinance decriminalizing the possession of a small amount of marijuana.
2016-0934: Resolution extending the Uptown Interim Planning Overlay District by six
months to May of 2017.
2016-1035: Resolution allocating funds for installation of "Shot Spotter," technology to
cover the Northside, Hill District and the West End.

