
Name  Pittsburgh 
Resident 

Action Comment 

Patrick Beckhorn Yes Remove Columbus was a delusional racist slave owner who caused 
genocide, so why exalt him by erecting and protecting a large 
public monument to him? One would only do that if they 
were ignorant of history. Well, they might do it if they were 
ignorant of history, but they would also do it if they were a 
racist piece of shit... 

Rohit Kartan Yes Remove  

Emilia Farmerie-Rishel No Remove  

Ty Hinkle Yes Remove  

Karsen Shoger Yes Remove The Columbus statue glorifies the history of colonialism, 
which caused extreme amounts of harm to native peoples in 
America as well as the environment in America. It is time to 
let go of these relics that glorify a destructive history, filled 
with violence and death, as many other cities across America 
are doing. Keeping the Columbus statue broadcasts a clear 
message exalting the history of lack of care for humanity of 
colonists and imperialists. If we want to stand by the ideals of 
equity and social justice, removing this symbol of inequity 
and harm from our city. 

Daniel Galvin Yes Remove The Christopher Columbus statue in Shenley Park should be 
immediately removed with all expediency - which is why the 
process of replacement or alternation, and accompanying 
delays, is unacceptable as well.  The fact that it has remained 
there this long is an embarrassment to Pittsburgh, and an 
insult to the native people whose land this was for thousands 
of years.  For native people - including friends of mine whose 
viewpoints I greatly value - this is tantamount to a statue of 
Hitler in a Jewish neighborhood, or a monument 
commemorating the cross-Atlantic slave trade being erected 
in a black neighborhood.  People should be ashamed it has 
taken this long to act.  There is no real decision to be made 
here - no valid and contradictory viewpoints to be weighed.  
It is either action to remove the statue, continued public 
praise of genocide, or cowardice.  Please act to remove this 
stain, and do so with utmost haste considering the gravity of 
this public embarrassment. 



Levon Ritter Yes Replace Replace the stair with an Italian American from Pittsburgh 
who has not committed war crimes, violent crimes, genocide, 
or sexual misconduct AND contributed to the arts, medicine, 
science, or another major field in a significant way. 

Rebecca Tasker Yes Remove  

Gregory Osgood Yes No Action  

Skylar Rella Yes Remove  

Madison Broadbelt Yes Replace  

Sabrina Sukhin Yes No Action It’s a beautiful statue on a beautiful stretch of street that I 
frequently walk past. It’s a part of history. 

Rachel  Yes Replace I strongly urge the City of Pittsburgh to replace this statue. 
Why keep it up to revere the shameful parts of our history? 
We can learn, reflect, and remember our mistakes 
throughout history without honoring or revering people who 
contributed to what can be considered a genocide. I would 
like to see it replaced by a Black female historical figure or a 
work of art commissioned by a Black female or non-binary 
Pittsburgh artist. A mistake was made in the selection of the 
artist who painted the Ellsworth Avenue gay pride mural this 
past year, please select an artist or sculptor FROM the 
community being represented by a new statue to create a 
piece to replace the current statue. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Patrick Healy Yes Remove No amount of vague cultural pride certain Italian-Americans 
feel around a statue of Christopher Columbus outweighs the 
embarrassment and anger held by Pittsburghers who 
understand the reality of Columbus' role in the genocide of 
indigenous people. The statue's original purpose is irrelevant; 
it currently exists as a monument to white supremacy, which 
we cannot afford to maintain. 

Jason Ficorilli Yes Replace Put a pretty animal there instead 

Lauren  Yes Remove There is no need for this monument to still be present in the 
City of Pittsburgh in 2020. It should be removed first and 
immediately, with plans of a replacement to follow at a later 
time. 

Natalie Pyle Yes Remove Or replace. Why have a statue of someone who caused so 
much harm and violence when we could celebrate an 
amazing person who fought for justice, or even a statue of a 
great Pittsburgher 



Aden Halpern Yes Remove Taxpayer dollars should not go towards preserving the image 
of someone personal responsible for the genocide of the 
native peoples of this last. 

Lyss Stainer Yes Remove  

Eliana  Yes Remove  

Robin  Yes Remove  

Shreyas Vasudevan No Remove It is imperative to remove the Christopher Columbus statue. 
As a former resident of Oakland, it would bring me great 
pride knowing that my community no longer bears such a 
scar, by honoring a truly evil mad who’s egregious history 
shall be glorified no longer. In a time when the entire country 
is waking up to the racial injustices that have perpetuated for 
so long, it is imperative to remove the monument to a man 
that started the centuries of white supremacy on this land. It 
would be wonderful to replace this statue with various other 
commemorations of honorable italian-Americans, or to use 
this as an opportunity to properly honor the indigenous 
people who originally lived in Pittsburgh before and during 
European colonization. Regardless of what is done with the 
space of where the statue is now, it is most important to get 
rid of such a horrid monument in our wonderful city. 

Carolina Oros Yes Remove  

Prem Rajgopal Yes Remove  

Erin Kelly Yes Replace  

Peter Gibson Yes Remove  



Tara Kaloz Yes Replace It is important to learn from history—to learn, listen, and 
make valuable changes. It’s important to represent a legacy 
of doing the most right thing, and taking action when needed 
or presented with an opportunity to do so.  
 
Replacing the Christopher Columbus statue with a more 
inclusive and symbolic statue is a relatively small, but 
impactful, action we can take now. This action shows that we 
are learning, we are listening, and we are considering all the 
facts in order to do what is good for the community.  
 
Replacing the statue is more than a physical act.  It is a 
symbolic gesture that we, as a community, are willing to take 
the steps to help all our neighbors feel welcome and at home. 
It is a gesture that speaks volumes. It shows kindness. It 
shows consideration and inclusivity. And it shows that we are 
willing to look at our histories, acknowledge some hard 
truths, and take control of the narrative. It shows we are 
willing (and capable) to make changes, small and grand, that 
tell the community we care—that we have heart and that we 
want to tell a better story moving forward. 

Dan  Yes Alter Rather than removing historic artifacts where the subject had 
ties to racial injustice, create a national moniker, medallion or 
some kind of a plaque that denotes affiliation with this dark 
side of our Nation’s history. However, this solution should be 
a [universal] consistent solution applied to statues, bridges, 
street signs, buildings, etc., across the country. The marking 
should also include unique serial numbers whereby the public 
can access a national data base, and by serial number, read 
the back story that is a detailed record of their 
association/role in racial injustice. 

Jose Oros Yes Replace  

Daniel Stock Yes Replace  

Shannon D Yes Replace  

Aaron L Mackler Yes Remove Because the statue causes pain for some people.  And would 
be better in a less public place. 

Ryan O Yes No Action  

Joel Mackler Yes Replace Giuseppe Garibaldi 



Lorraine 
Newman 

Mackler Yes Remove While the statue is a magnificent work of art, it ought not to 
be displayed on City-owned property, knowing what we now 
know about Columbus and his enslavement and genocide of 
native populations.  It was given with good intentions, but is 
now a hate symbol.  
 
As a Jew, I am also angry to learn that the funds for 
Columbus's two voyages were paid for with funds 
expropriated from the expelled Jews of Spain.  Only three 
days before Columbus's departure was the deadline for all 
Jews to leave Spain (the Alhambra declaration), which had 
been their home for over 1500 years.  Further, Columbus's 
trip was for the glory and enrichment of Spain and Ferdinand 
and Isabella, who instigated the Inquisition in Spain  infamous 
for the severity of its torture and persecution of both Jews 
and Muslims.   
 
I am sympathetic to Italian-Americans who claim Columbus as 
an important symbol of belonging in this country and who, 
too, have endured great persecution, even lynching, and 
discrimination.   However, the severe pain to part of our 
society suggests that Italian-Americans might have to forego 
this particular sculpture.  Perhaps the Columbus sculpture can 
be given a permanent home on private property.  And 
perhaps, the City can erect another, more worthy, monument 
to contributions of Italian-Americans on public property. 

Dori Oshlag Yes No Action Keep statue intact, do not remove. 

Ruchi  Yes Remove  

Andy  No Replace While Christopher Columbus may play an important part in 
the history of the Western Hemisphere, he was also a brutal 
colonizer who brought death and disease to many of the 
places he visited. Learning his place is fine, but in today’s 
world Columbus is not a figure who should be venerated with 
a statue. He’s not much of hero and was funded by the 
Spanish crown, anyway. I would much prefer to see the 
statue removed and replaced with something that actually 
represents one or several Pittsburgh natives. 

Sean Bittner Yes Replace  



Morgan Gilmer Yes Replace Columbus’s legacy is one of colonialism and genocide. The 
City of Pittsburgh can not consider itself a global leader while 
upholding and celebrating the legacy of this man. The statue 
ought to be removed and replaced with another statue. 
Contextualizing the statue in a museum may be a good 
middle ground for the community. Placing that statue in a 
place of prominence alienates our friends and our neighbors. 
The City of Pittsburgh owes it to their residents to remove 
this man’s statue. 

Breen Masciotra Yes Remove I selected remove because I'm not sure what might be 
implied by selecting replace. I do think that our City would be 
enriched by more public art so I would support an inclusive 
expression of creativity and culture in this location. 

Kaylee R. Yes Replace I’d like to see the statue replaced with an interactive art piece 
created by a person of color. Or a memorial that reminds the 
people of Pittsburgh that they can live and work in this 
community thanks only to those who were sacrificed due to 
colonialism. We should honor those people, not the ones 
who murdered them. 

Mia Bristol Yes Remove Remove!! 

Michael Wandling Yes Replace  

Finn murphy Yes Remove I believe the statue should be removed at the very least. 
Columbus was a nasty man and the Italian American 
community deserves better than to be represented by 
someone who murder3d and enslaved millions. The statue is 
harmful towards Native American people as well, glorifying 
someone who near completely wiped out the indigenous 
Taino people. For those reasons, I believe the statue must 
come down. If others wish to replace it I'm fine with that 
given appropriate involvement of Native American and Italian 
American communities. 

Brendan Sullivan Yes Replace It is inappropriate to lionize colonizers. I've selected "replace" 
as my preferred action because it's a perfectly good spot for a 
statue and there are people deserving of the celebration. 
Christopher Columbus is not one of those people. 

Nicolette Pawlowski Yes Remove  

Vic Costikyan Yes Remove The idea that Christopher Columbus "discovered America" is 
colonial thinking. Native Americans discovered America when 
they immigrated here thousands of years ago through the 
bering strait. This statue openly celebrates a man who 
committed genocide and did nothing to advance our 
civilization. 



Christopher P. Yes No Action Removing this or any statue is bowing down to the pressures 
of cancel culture, an action that will be regretted in years to 
come when more common sense comes into play. Current 
sociopolitical issues have nothing to do with Columbus. 

Elizabeth Morasco Yes Replace  

Brennan Doyle Yes Remove Christopher Columbus was a rapist and a murderer who 
should not be celebrated by anyone. 

Catherine Pavlov Yes Replace Hire a local bipoc artist to make new art for the spot! 

Adam V No No Action  

Steven Barbery Yes Remove The evil that was done to the Indigenous people at his 
decisions and hand should not hold him in a place of honor.  
However, if removal is too costly then altering it significantly 
to mark both the discovery of the new world and the 
oppression of the native peoples.  Let the truth speak loudly 
both the good and the evil. 
I am a white coded Native American that still feel the pain of 
abuse to the Native Community. 

Tyler Semler Yes Replace Columbus does not represent Pittsburgh, he represents an 
awful and painful past for indigenous peoples. The statue 
should be replaced with a monument to the indigenous 
peoples who were displaced by Allegheny and neighboring 
counties. 

Cassandra Semler Yes Replace Columbus was a rapist and colonizer who led to the death 
and slavery of indigenous peoples. There are so many better 
representatives for Pittsburgh  to have immortalized in stone. 
He does not represent this city or what this city's values 
should be. 

Richard Glass Yes No Action  

Richard Glass Yes No Action  

Sophia Carpenter Yes Replace Christopher Columbus played a key part in the foundation of 
America but today we realize that his tactics and thinking 
were flawed. Instead of continuing to celebrate and praise his 
mindset, let’s celebrate the people that their actions defined 
and shaped the city of Pittsburgh for good. It’s time that we 
recognize the people that were influential to our community 
and represent the diversity and character of Pittsburgh. 

Laurel Roberts Yes Replace Replace it with a statue dedicated to the Native Americans 
who actually discovered Pittsburgh. 

Samantha Amberg Yes Remove Idolizing Christopher Columbus also idolizes the colonization 
and oppression of native and indigenous peoples. Take it 
down. 

 



Jason Simmons Yes Replace   

Jonny Allen Yes 

Remove I've lived in Pittsburgh for over 11 years now and it's 
inexcusable that this monument to a monster is still up. 

Katherine   No Remove   

Sophieq   Yes 

Remove Why are we glorifying racist murderers? There are so many 
other people in history we could honor. 

.   No No Action   

Samara Rosenberg Yes Remove   

Mary Keane Yes No Action   

Samantha Tran No Remove   

Chelsea   Yes Remove   

Kathryn Treese Yes Replace   

Lauren wholey Yes Remove   

Dastyn   Yes 

Remove Maybe something like a fountain or a tree could be planted 
there instead! 

Laura Gasper No 

Remove 
Removing or replacing. Some sort of potted plant would be 
fine as a replacement, or keep empty until we can find a 
statue to replace if that is what the community wants. I'd like 
to see the statue go to a museum for education purposes. We 
need to teach our children the truth about our country's 
history and stop the indoctrination of white supremacy in our 
schools and communities. Removing statues like this are 
necessary steps towards that goal. 

Mikey Morrissey Yes 

Replace I wholeheartedly agree that the statue should be removed, 
but I would like to see something replace it. It would be great 
if it was replaced by something that represents the 
indigenous tribes that used to live in the Pittsburgh area. 

Daniel Buch No Remove   

Alison Kraeck Yes Remove   

Morgan Carlisle Yes Remove   

Alexander Downing No Replace   

Sarah   Yes Replace   

Sera Passerini Yes Remove   

Max   Yes Remove   

Iain Johnston No 

Replace This man has been use to justify and glorify a culture 
genocide and ethnic cleansing. Replacing this with an 
indigenous leader or other BIPOC leader from Pittsburgh and 
retiring the Columbus statue would help community 
relations. 

Lucia Mogilyansky Yes Remove   

Madison   No Replace   

Lindsay   Yes Remove   

Madeline Hice Yes Remove   



Ingrid Miller Yes 

Replace A statue of a man who committed rape, slavery, and genocide 
should have no place in the city of Pittsburgh. The statue 
should be taken down at the very least, and preferably 
replaced by the statue of a historical figure who advocated 
for civil rights, not mass murder. 

Bellamy Sprenkel Yes Replace   

Judy James Yes Remove   

Rose Leonard Yes Remove   

Emily Lewis Yes 

Remove 
Not only am I opposed to the legacy of Christopher 
Columbus, I don’t really see how he is relevant to the City of 
Pittsburgh and why we have a statue of him in the first place. 
It shouldn’t be here, we shouldn’t be celebrating a rapist and 
murderer. I implore you to please remove it and replace it 
with a statue worth having - our beautiful city has plenty of 
worthy candidates to choose from. 

Lauren Germosen Yes 

Remove There is no reason a Christopher Columbus statue should still 
be erect in 2020. We should instead have a statue of an 
indigenous hero or a black hero of history. 

Kelly McQueston Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus did things that are unspeakable and 
should NEVER be a role model. 

Jaden McMillian Yes Remove   

Anthony Guthrie Yes 

Replace 
The pedestal and stairs leading to the current statue are still 
functional and can serve a better purpose. There are 
countless other figures more deserving of such an honor in 
one of Pittsburgh’s most beautiful public spaces. It is 
important that all of history be remembered, especially from 
the countless other perspectives of the people affected most 
negatively by historical events. However, not all of history 
deserves to be proudly displayed or celebrated. 

Vanessa Vought Yes 

Replace A suitable replacement should be found that embodies the 
true spirit of equality! 

Lydia Wildrick Yes 

Replace Please replace this stature with one of an American hero and 
not a murderer. 

Erica Conner Yes Replace   

Andrew Bloomgarden Yes 

Remove Columbus committed horrendous acts of violence 
intentionally against the native peoples of the Americas, far 
more than even the contemporaries of his time thought 
appropriate. We should not honor him with a monument in 
our city. 

Drew Praskovich Yes 

Replace Replace with an Iroquois leader or photographer, Charles 
“Teenie” Harris 

Brittany   Yes 

Replace Christopher Columbus is a horrible example of America 
history, much much better examples and role models can go 
here instead, possibly ones that have ties to Pittsburgh 



Julia Miraglia No Replace   

Stephen Marziale Yes Remove   

Eric Probola Yes Remove   

Mark Sciubba Yes 

Alter You should alter the statue and put a giant asterisk over 
Columbus to Mark his place place in history as flawed. 

Katie Meehan No Replace   

MJ Flott Yes 

Remove This statue is long overdue for removal. Christopher 
Columbus was a genocidal criminal and absolutely nothing 
commemorating him has any place in the public sphere 

Sophia Marshall Yes 

Remove 
I would prefer the replacement of the statue with art and 
information honoring the Osage and Shawanwaki/Shawnee 
natives from whom this land was stolen and whose peoples 
suffered from the violent, racist, and genocidal colonialism 
largely set forth by Columbus. That said, I think it is of utmost 
importance to remove the statue as soon as possible. 

Caitlyn McNulty Yes Replace   

Andrew Volz Yes Remove   

Erin Smith Yes 

Replace I believe the statue should be replaced with representation of 
the tribes first indigenous to the Pittsburgh area. 

Anne Silbaugh No Remove   

Ryan Sabolcik Yes Remove Why would we celebrate genocide? 

Emily Meehan Yes Remove Replace is fine too 

Michael Urich Yes 

Remove The statue is a stain on Pittsburgh and does not represent 
what should be "the most livable city". It makes me ashamed 
that Pittsburgh glorifies colonization and mass genocide. It 
needs to go. 

Kassandra Scearce Yes Remove   

Kathy Zhang Yes Remove   

Bob Geiselhart No 

Replace Statues are not history. They are a glorification of a historical 
figure or event. Remove the statue. 

Megan Cohen Yes Replace   

Avi grinberg Yes Replace Replace with a bipoc memorial 

Michael McDaniels Yes Replace   

Sarina Chow Yes Replace   

Mackenzie   No Replace Replace this out dated racist statue. 

Danielle Frank Yes Remove   

Eleanor Feingold Yes 

Replace I love this statue, and bike past it every day on my commute. 
But unfortunately it represents a glorification of genocide, 
and it is time for it to go. Maybe it can be replaced by 
something that recognizes the contributions of Italian-
Americans and the discrimination they historically faced in a 
different way. 

Tanisha Joseph Yes Remove   

Kara   Yes Remove   



Brandon Wilson Yes 

Remove Columbus' brutality was known in his own time and should 
not be venerated or celebrated. 

Sarah Gaitens Yes 

Replace Instead of memorializing the man who started genocide of 
indigenous people all over the continent, it would be 
wonderful to have something that commemorates the lives 
of the indigenous who were lost and recognizes that the land 
this statue stands on was once the home of the 
Haudenasaunee Nation. Or a statue to commemorate a 
Haudenasaunee hero or leader. Or really anything besides a 
false idol who directly contributed to the continued 
destruction of the Americas and the cultures of it's original 
people. 
Let's stop the spread of false history and memorialize those 
who truly deserve this honor. 

Lydia   Yes Remove   

Ryan Staust Yes Remove   

Mary Huzinec Yes 

Replace I think it would be entirely appropriate to replace Columbus 
with a statue honoring local Native American tribes! 

Alexandra Plummer Yes 

Replace Replace this symbol of hatred with one of hope and light - 
perhaps with a piece of artwork or monument in honor of the 
millions of indigenous lost to Columbus’s genocide. 

Janelle   Yes Remove   

Adam Shorr Yes Replace   

Andrew Brunson Yes Remove Replace eventually, but removing is the top priority 

Molly Hughes Yes Remove   

Jen Norton Yes 

Replace I would suggest replacing the statue with a different historical 
figure. Perhaps an influential person of color from Pittsburgh 
would be much more appropriate than a statue 
memorializing a genocidal imperialist. Also, maybe a vote by 
the citizens of Pittsburgh could decide who the new statue 
should be? 

Sean Settle Yes Remove   

Lacie Cherry Yes Replace   

Stephanie Levine Yes 

Remove It is disgusting and embarrassing to display a monument to a 
colonizer who inflicted so much pain and violence against 
indigenous people. This statue must be removed immediately 
at the initiative of the city, rather than at the hands of those 
who oppose the statue. It will come down regardless, so it is 
better for the city to remove it preemptively and on its own 
terms. 

Kaitlin DeOre Yes Replace   

Catherine Tittmann No No Action   

Amy   No Replace   

Maggie Slavin Yes Remove If there’s a viable option for replacing, that is fine, too. 



Gillian Nanni Yes 

Remove He led a mass genocide of indigenous people and did so 
based solely on greed and power. Why is that something we 
would celebrate or honor someone for? Remove or replace. 

Emma Wooten Yes Remove   

Kevin Marston Yes 

Remove I am the 4th generation descendant of Italian immigrants. I 
am a practicing Catholic, like those 4 generations before me. 
My religious beliefs form the core of my life, and my identity 
as Italian is very dear to me. I went to Pitt for 4 years, and 
often saw this statue while walking to Phipps or the park. 
I don't want this statue to stay. Columbus doesn't represent 
the best of what Italian could be -- he is reminder of how one 
of our own heralded the annihilation of 90% of the native 
population on the continent. He represents the dangerous 
ignorance with which Europeans took land and ignored the 
suffering of the fellow children of God by discounting them as 
often nothing of the sort. I do not think he was an evil man, 
only ignorant -- that said, he was no great man either. He is 
not a saint in the Church by any stretch, and thus any 
devotion that would warrant wanting to keep this boastful 
reminder of the deadly pride that ruined a meeting of 
peoples seems unfounded. 
This is what I feel on the matter. Take it down. Replace it if 
that's preferable -- but please take it down. 

Ann Kraszewski No 

No Action 

Erasing history is so wrong, in my opinion.  We learn from our 
history- good and bad.  If it were not for Christopher 
Columbus - there would not have been an America.  America 
is because he "accidentally landed in America" while 
searching for a trade route to China.  He is to be recognized 
for that.  Spain- did not have knowledge about the Vikings 
voyage.  There is good and bad individuals in every society 
and in every gathering of people.  If someone is telling you 
otherwise, I believe they do not live in the real world. 
Because of "his discovery" America became a refuge for many 
people seeking persecution in Europe - if you look at the 
history of many of the colonies- you will see that.  Yes, it is a 
disgrace in our history, for the poor treatment of Native 
Americans.  Rather than erasing history - these protestors 
and our society as a whole need to focus on helping our 
brother/sister Native Americans.  Form a group called "Native 
American lives matter" and volunteer and donate resources - 
don't tear down and destroy.  That is only perpetuating the 
evil abuse of man against each other by destroying the 
livelihood and lives of others who had nothing to do with 
what has happened in our past and present day. 



Kathryn Couser Yes 

Remove 
I think replacing would also be a viable option if replaced with 
something that more accurately represented the people of 
the USA as a whole and celebrates the backgrounds and 
traditions of those oppressed throughout history rather than 
celebrating those that oppress them. If that is not viable, 
simply removing it will suffice. 

Gesina Phillips Yes 

Remove 
The legacy of Columbus is one of genocide and cruelty. This is 
evident from firsthand accounts and his own journals. This is 
not a figure we should accord a place of pride. Nor are 
references to Columbus being a supposed Italian-American 
hero figure compelling, given that Columbus himself was not 
Italian-American (I say this as someone from an Italian-
American family). Please listen to those who want to begin to 
redress the wrongs of our country's past (both in this small 
and symbolic way and through systemic change) rather than 
those who prefer tradition over equity. Remove the statue. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Matthew O'Brien Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus brutalized natives and should be 
remembered poorly and celebrated not at all. 

Joely Lawless Yes Remove   

Rebecca McCracken No 

No Action Good or bad, Columbus was a key historical figure.  There is 
no need to make any changes. 

Jennifer Weeks Yes 

Remove I do not feel my Italian heritage is honored by the memory of 
someone who committed crimes against humanity. 

Coral Ellshoff No 

Remove I've lived in Pittsburgh off and on for the last ten years. It's a 
touchstone in my life as a progressive beacon and a kind 
place. Removing the Christopher Columbus status is a 
meaningful first step for Pittsburgh to dismantle our country's 
white supremacist paradigms. Don't roll your eyes - from the 
simplest statements of Columbus "discovering" the North 
American continent to his egregious and toxic acts of 
enslaving indigenous people, Columbus's actions where the 
epitome of putting European interests before the human 
rights of brown people. And putting his likeness on a pedestal 
sends a message that this is okay. We can honor Italian 
heritage in Pittsburgh without doing that. 

Greg Garrison No 

No Action Enough bowing to cancel culture. Our history is our history. 
Live with it and learn from it! 

GREGORY NARAJKA Yes 

Replace If the statue stays, there MUST be a placard or other signage 
clearly stating that Columbus caused untold human suffering 
and is not to be lionized. 

Elizabeth Garrison No No Action   



Christopher 
V George Yes 

Remove When your brutality is so severe that even the Spanish crown 
(!) was worried about rumors (confirmed in 2006 with 23 
unique primary testimonial documents) about slavery and 
mutilations, you should not represent the city of Pittsburgh. 
 
The lynching of Italian Americans in 1891 New Orleans was a 
horrific event in the history of the United States that lead 
some fellow Italian Americans to embrace a white 
supremacist position to try to earn the respect of a White 
Anglo Saxon elite in the U.S. The Columbus statues around 
the country are part of that legacy. It should be removed. 
Replacement is fine as well, but I could chose only one option 
in this web form. 

David Morales Yes 

No Action 
Christopher Columbus did what no one had done before. We 
remember him for being a pioneer in his field and helping 
bring about what we know as America today. We should 
honor that and strive to be like him in our respective fields. If 
we only focused on the bad parts of every person, there 
would be no more heroes. 

Debbie Natali No 

Alter Why are we replacing history? I don't know if there is a 
plaque and if there is, what it says. But he is a historical figure 
of the United States of America.  So instead of erasing history, 
why not simply state his actual role in our history? 

Olivia Horgan Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus was not a hero, he was an invader, a 
rapist, a murderer. He does not deserve to be 
commemorated anywhere, let alone in my home town. 

Edwin Everhart Yes 

Remove A public statue glorifies the person it depicts. Glorifying 
Christopher Columbus means turning our backs on 
Indigenous people, even though Indigenous people have 
always been (and remain today) just as deserving of respect 
and consideration as anyone else. And yes there are 
Indigenous people in Western Pennsylvania today. Glorifying 
Columbus means celebrating violent, genocidal European 
conquest. Glorifying Columbus means that we consider white 
people to be the only citizens who matter, whose story 
should be told in public spaces. Every day that they stand, our 
monuments make a statement of what we value. I hope that 
my fellow Pittsburghers do not value sexual abuse, 
kidnapping, slavery, genocide, colonialism, or other awful 
things that Christopher Columbus himself did, and that 
Christopher Columbus' legacy stands for. We must keep 
Columbus in our history books. We must not keep Columbus 
on our pedestals. 

Allison spear Yes Remove   

Emily giudici Yes Remove   



Charity Desimone Yes 

Replace we need to replace this statue with someone or something 
that is more representative of the city of Pittsburgh culture. 
Inclusitivioty is key and REMEMBER BLACK LIVES MATTER! 
INDIGENOUS people were here before colonization took over 

Luke Fritz No Alter Move to Carnegie Museum 

Pablo Salazar Yes 

Remove Christopher Colombus was a racist murderer who was not 
American and never even set foot on today’s United States. 
He probably thought Pennsylvania was India. Any monument 
to him is wrong and should be removed immediately. 

Laura F Yes 

Replace There are countless other public figures, many from 
Pittsburgh that have helped our community, that could be 
honored with a statue instead of Columbus 

Kerri Barron Yes 

Replace The statue should be replaced with a statue commemorating 
the five Iroqouis tribes that inhabited the Pittsburgh region. 

Marijude Lowman Yes 

No Action I worked at Phipps for 8 years, and I'm a current volunteer. 
There is a history lesson to be learned about the correlation 
between Columbus and the Conservatory. I really enjoy 
telling visitors about the connection. This all makes me 
heartsick to see it vandalized! The statue never bothered 
people before, everyone needs to grow up and do something 
constructive and not destructive! I work at the Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History and things are changing there 
too! THE STATUE STAYS, CANCEL CULTURE GOES!  Marijude 
Lowman 

Kim Rentler Yes Remove   

Graham Gregorich Yes 

Replace 
The City of Pittsburgh has always represented strength, hope, 
and growth. We are also a city with great public parks and 
places. What Columbus represents is the antithesis of what 
out city stands for, and statues honoring him are an insult to 
the people who've worked hard for centuries to make our city 
beautiful. I would be incredibly proud of my city if it were 
bold enough to recognize the evil this statue represents, 
grow, and change the space. Thank you 

Maggie Murphy No Remove   

Susan VanAlstine Yes Remove   

MaryKate Freeman Yes Replace   

Ryan Gott Yes 

Remove 
Columbus had nothing to do with Pittsburgh. His legacy is one 
of genocide and racism. He'll live on forever in history books - 
let's let it end there. Remove this statue. Include the land 
where the statue was into the parcel that is rented by Phipps. 
They will do a much better job caring for this space and 
making it a place to welcome everyone. Under the city's care, 
this land is always filled with weeds and just looks terrible 
compared to Phipps behind it. 



Charlie Orr Yes 

Remove 
The statue will come down either way, and I think it would be 
most appropriate for the City to take initiative before its 
constituents take matters into their own hands. Perhaps the 
Italian-American community can assume its private 
ownership in a museum where people can go to "discover" 
that Christopher Columbus sailed under the Spanish flag and 
couldn't have had an Italian identity considering his 
birthplace of Genoa wasn't part of Italy until the 19th century 
(after French rule under Napoleon in 1797, three years after 
Pittsburgh's incorporation). Italian-Americans have plenty 
else to take pride in without also celebrating, albeit 
inadvertently, the forced erasure and subjugation of 
countless Native peoples.  
 
In the case that "Alter" is the popular choice, I would suggest 
removing his head. In the case that "Replace" is the popular 
choice, I would suggest a similarly sized Heinz ketchup bottle. 
In my opinion, it's a truer representation of the Italian-
American influence on the international spice trade, as catsup 
was appropriated from eastern Asia and the fish base 
replaced with more available/desirable tomatoes... and then, 
of course, popularized by some of Pittsburgh's favorite 
capitalists. Perhaps also symbolic of the blood shed by the 
statue's predecessor. Buon appetito! 

Samantha Schatten Yes 

Remove 
Christopher Columbus never stepped foot anywhere near 
Pittsburgh. His 1492 journey he’s known for landed him in the 
Caribbean. I see no reason why we must keep a statue up of a 
man who contributed to the genocide of thousands of 
people, especially when he has absolutely no relevance in 
Pittsburgh. Remove it or replace it but it has no home here. 

Anna Daniels No Remove   

Elizabeth Donaldson Yes 

Remove 
Remove the statue. If any of the Carnegie Museums or local 
universities would like to house it, they should keep it at eye-
level with a placard that notes the atrocities of colonialism. 
We have so many wonderful leaders, writers, artists, and 
heroes from Pittsburgh: let’s honor those with legacies worth 
celebrating. 



Jamie Pierson, Phd Yes 

Remove There are so many amazing Pittsburghers that could be 
honored with a statue and the fact that a man who never 
stepped foot in Pittsburgh or even the United States is 
honored is a disservice to the many great women and men 
that made this city and country what it is today. In addition to 
the fact that Christopher Columbus had never been to the 
United States, the absolutely disgusting acts that he and his 
fellow men perpetrated on the individuals already living on 
the Caribbean islands, which he, therefore, did not discover, 
is reprehensible. He kidnaped, enslaved, and stole from the 
indigenous population. This should not be honored. We can 
teach the history, which we do so incorrectly by celebrating 
it, without honoring it. The legacy of Columbus should not be 
one of pomp and statues, but one of remorse and 
atonement. He is not the reason that the United States is 
here or even North America. He is the reason that the tribes 
of the Carribean are not here. 

Jon   Yes Alter   

Madeline Colker Yes 

Replace Replace w something Commemorating the native Americans 
who lived here 

Nick Chehade Yes Replace   

Ben Hoover Yes 

Remove There is no reason a Columbus statue should be in Pittsburgh, 
or anywhere. 

Sagar Rawal Yes 

Replace 
Remove the statue because Christopher Columbus didn’t 
actually discover America and also was the perpetrator of 
genocide. Replacing him with a statue honoring the 
indigenous people who were originally in Pittsburgh would be 
a great change and would also do a great service. Thank you 
for hearing me out, hope you all have a great day and push 
history in the direction of justice and love. 

Emily Lackner Yes Remove   

AJ Arnett Yes 

Replace There are lots of great candidates to replace this statue. 
Pittsburgh can represent ourselves better than a man who is 
a symbol of genocide for so many! 

Gabrielle Strong Yes 

Replace I believe that replacing the statue with a historical statement 
that includes the effects upon indiginus populations as a 
result of Columbus' actions & a replacement statue of local  
indiginus leaders/groups would be appropriate. 

Abi Hunter Yes 

Replace Replace it with a statue of an indigenous leader like should 
have been done years ago. Columbus committed genocide so 
let’s not glorify him, it’s not 1820 

Tresa Rentler Yes Remove   

Amanda Henton Yes Remove   

Sydney Rinderknecht Yes Replace   



Laura Brillman Yes 

Remove The racist legacy of Christopher Columbus does not reflect 
Pittsburgh's values of inclusivity and openness. Columbus 
contributed to the genocide of Native people who should feel 
just as welcome here as anyone else, and to memorialize him 
is to isolate those whose histories he tarnished. 

Grace Davey Yes Remove   

Stephanie Litwack Yes Replace   

Jane Lasak Yes Remove   

Akshaya Raman Yes 

Remove Represents genocide, racism, and colonialism. Needs to be 
removed 

Cassidy Turner Yes 

Remove 
The statue is like an ugly scar on what is an otherwise 
beautiful park. It does not teach history, but instead glorifies 
a man who raped, murdered, and pillaged the indigenous 
people of this continent. I believe it should be removed, or 
replaced with a memorial to the indigenous tribes that 
originally lived in the Pittsburgh area. 

Maya Muenzer Yes Remove   

Asha Edson Yes 

Replace There is a distinct difference between remembering history 
and glorifying a mass murderer and rapist. Christopher 
Columbus represents violence, colonization, and genocide. A 
statue of him not only reflects poorly on the city, it sends a 
message to our indigenous citizens that we don’t care about 
their feelings and their history. We prefer to eternalize their 
oppressor than listen to them. Removal is non-negotiable. 
Replacement is urged. 

Ellen mccullough Yes Remove   

Mia Rosenfeld Yes 

Replace A brilliant opportunity to feature a monument honoring the 
Osage and Shawnee land that Pittsburgh occupies 

Richard Taylor Yes 

Replace Why are we celebrating someone that caused harm and 
violence. Columbus was a slave trade, rapist, and murder. 
This statue could easily be replaced with any number of 
Pittsburghs heroes. Why continue uplifting someone who is a 
terrible person and isn't from our community? 

Tricia Potter Yes Remove   

Pierce Johnson No 

Remove Columbus is a literal rapist of indigenous people, which he 
recorded in his journals. We should not, as a society, 
memorialize rapists in the City of Pittsburgh or anywhere. 
What else needs to be said? 

Alexandra Lee Yes Replace   



Zach McGraw No 

Replace 
He is crucial to history, however, he is not a hero.  Statues 
should be reserved for people that should be role models.  
For people that we should aspire to be.  People who 
exhibited so much evil should not be manifested into a 
physical form for admiration.  The glamorization of him and 
his crew and misconceptions that follow firmly set root in 
children’s minds through early education.  The picture that is 
often painted in these early lessons is false and discredits the 
horrors that him and his people brought with them that 
clearly had massive impacts beyond their lifetime.  Keeping 
the statue as it is where it is reinforces the idea that he is 
framed as a hero.  These types of misconceptions are not 
excusable for children to be taught or for adults to stick to.  
We can do better.  For those that follow us, we must. 

Stephanie ryan Yes Replace   

Olivia Enders Yes 

Remove There is no reason as to why we cannot immediately remove 
this statue. Given that this land was stolen from Native 
Americans, its presence is both offensive and violent. 
Removing the statue is true progress; we recognize our 
history and wish to wrestle with it through necessary action. 

Stella Chung Yes 

Remove This is ridiculous that we even have to debate this. Yes I want 
to remove a statue of a rapist who committed genocide of 
indigenous peoples and enslaved them. There are plenty of 
other Italian Americans to have statues of 

Nicole Landreman Yes 

Remove remove it and replace it. Why do we even have a statue of 
Christopher Columbus? He has nothing to do with Pittsburgh 
history and is not someone I want to glorify. It is 
disappointing that this is even an issue. We should be 
glorifying people who weren't responsible for the deaths of 
thousands of people. Just goes to show how tolerant 
Pittsburgh is of racism and hate. 

Remi Fine Yes Remove   

Olivia Basile No Remove   

Virginia Gouck Yes 

Remove Columbus is a stark symbol of hate. He was responsible for 
the slaughter of millions, and the multigenerational trauma of 
more. Our society’s sick idolization of him and miseducation 
about him needs to end, and we can start by removing him 
from his pedestal in our city. 

Matthew Smith Yes 

Remove Why celebrate a genocidal maniac who didnt even land in 
North America and should not be celebrated or idolized. I do 
not accept him for what he did to the natives. I vote to 
remove it. 



Jonah Pfeifer Yes 

Remove Columbus needs to be removed.  
 
If the statue is eventually replaced with a statue of a notable 
Black figure, I would also support that. 

Sarah Lemanski Yes 

Replace At the very least the statue must be removed. Ideally it is 
replaced with a statue honoring the Native Americans on 
whose land we now reside with added context as to the 
treaties or takeover of this land. 

Sandhya Ramachandran Yes Remove   

Hannah Cruickshank Yes Remove   

Brandon G. Yes Remove Please remove this statue. 

Alyssa Lisle No 

Remove 
US History has glorified Christopher Columbus’s 
“contribution” to the development of the world. In reality, 
Columbus raped, enslaved, and murdered Indigenous people 
in the name of White Supremacy, completely eradicating 
entire cultures and groups and instigating generational 
community trauma. By maintaining this statue, Pittsburgh is 
saying to the world that we believe these actions are worthy 
of the honor and admiration associated with statues, and 
further isolating and traumatizing the descendants of his 
victims. This divisive monument has no place in a city that 
claims to accept, love, and cherish all Pittsburghers. There is 
no other option than to remove the statue. 

Avery Feingold Yes 

Remove The legacy of Christopher Columbus is one of genocide, 
whitewashed. It is important to recognize the contributions 
of the Italian American community and the discrimination 
they have faced, but this is an unacceptable figure for that 
purpose. 



Dan Yablonsky Yes 

Remove “As soon as I arrived in the Indies, on the first Island which I 
found, I took some of the natives by force in order that they 
might learn and might give me information of whatever there 
is in these parts.” 
 
This is a quote from Columbus’ journal after he arrived in the 
Bahama Islands and encountered the Arawak people. More 
on the story of how he continued to enslave, rape and pillage 
these native people and lands that would come to be known 
as the America’s in Chapter 1 of Historian Howard Zinn’s 
famous book, “The People’s History of the United States”. 
Which can be read here: 
https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinncol1.html 
 
Very simply, this legacy of genocide  and pain is something 
that we must begin to face as a Country. We must re-educate 
ourselves and we must re-educate our children. The removal 
of this Columbus statue is a necessary part of this long, 
difficult process. But it should not be understated that change 
and growth come from a multifaceted learning process. In 
addition to removing this statue, we must re-write the 
textbooks, re-work lesson plans, and re-examine our media 
portrayal of Columbus and his legacy.  
 
But within its power, the Art Commission has power over a 
single piece of that complicated process. The decision I would 
encourage the Commission to make is to remove the statue, 
and make space for conversation about our public values, 
public space, and collective memory.  
 
Thank you. 

Sam Schurer Yes 

Remove Remove it. The celebration of genocide should end and we 
should honor people who deserve to it 

Olivia   Yes Remove   

Olivia Larson No 

Remove I believe the statue should be removed. Christopher 
Columbus committed atrocities against Native people, and he 
is most certainly not worthy of being memorialized as a 
statue in the city of Pittsburgh. It’s removal is a step in 
towards a more ethical future. If it is replaced, I think that it’s 
replacement should feature a worthy person and specifically 
a person of color. That is the legacy we want to share, not 
one of genocide and slavery. 

Laura Licari Yes Remove   

Maggie Negrete Yes 

Remove I’ve read his journals. He is no icon to Italian Americans and 
began centuries of genocide and subjugation. 



Sara A Springer Yes 

Remove 
Christopher Columbus set a pattern of destruction in the 
Americas. The statue symbolizes his incredible violence and 
the genocide of indigenous peoples. So the fact that it has 
such a prominent place in the city is horrifying. This city is at 
the intersection of three rivers named by Indigenous people-- 
before Pittsburgh existed, native people built on this exact 
land and traded along these rivers. There is enough inherent 
violence that went into building this city. Today, the city lacks 
indigenous guidance and inclusion. The least we can do is 
remove this disrespectful monument. 

Bethany Brubeck Yes Remove   

Currier Wolfe Yes 

Replace 

Christopher Columbus sailed the ocean blue in 1492, at the 
behest of Spanish crown, to find new trade routes. Instead of 
India, he landed in the Caribbean (and eventually Central and 
South America, never setting foot on North America). During 
his lifetime, he enslaved, brutalized, and committed genocide 
against indigenous populations, most notably the Taíno. After 
his death, a myth of valiant discovery grew around his 
persona and his atrocities were either venerated or ignored 
into near non-existence. Further, the mythos of his persona 
was used to further silence criticism of other colonizations 
and genocides of enslaved and indigenous people. 
The monuments to this myth are symbols that glorify the 
atrocities committed by Columbus and those like him. I 
consider it an affront that my city might take pride in this 
legacy. Columbus has also been taken as a symbol of pride for 
Italian-Americans, however I must admit that most Italian-
Americans I know are nice, good people who would never do 
the sorts of things Columbus did. 
I would ask that the city replace statue with a symbol that 
celebrates the indigenous populations of this great nation, 
acknowledges their plight, or that highlights the 
wonderfulness of the actual Italian-American community 
(although there are other sites in our city that are perhaps 
more poignant for them). If the city cannot bring itself to 
replace the statue, then I would ask that we at least remove it 
and the tacit approval of genocide it generates. 

Carol Nichols Yes 

Replace Christopher Columbus didn't even come anywhere near 
Pittsburgh. We should replace it with a statue of an actual 
Pittsburgher who is a great role model, ideally a BIPOC. 

Seppy Johnson Yes No Action   



Jonah 
McAllister-
Erickaon Yes 

Remove 
Christopher Columbus is widely recognized as having 
perpetrated atrocities against the indigenous peoples he 
encountered in the Americas. His becoming a symbol of the 
Italian American community is complex, and not without an 
overshadowing as white supremacy and racism.  
The statue should be removed. If there is a feeling that there 
needs to be a statue that celebrates Italian American heritage 
better options should be explored 

Richard Krisher Yes Remove   

Rachael Harrison Yes 

Remove It's sad that there is even a question as to whether or not it 
should be moved. 

Cole Salberg Yes Replace   

Ethan Gertzman Yes Remove Time to remove the stains from history. 

Merlyn   Yes 

Replace 
Although Christopher Columbus has his own holiday and is 
one of the first people we learn about in history, I believe 
memorializing him excuses the actions that took place when 
he “discovered” America. I think keeping the statue makes it 
seem that Pittsburgh as a city also excuses his actions. I 
believe a statue of Jonas Salk, or another prominent figure of 
Pittsburgh should replace the current statue. A statue 
memorializing how great Pittsburgh is and not one that 
simply implies we turn a blind eye to a cruel past. 

Alexandra Malady Yes Remove   

Michelle Hillock Yes 

Replace I propose replacing this statue with a reputable public figure 
from pitt such as Mr. Rogers or Jonas Salk and if not to fix it 
by removing it completely. 

Kiley Verbanac Yes 

Replace 
I would like to see it replaced with Elsie Hillman. A woman 
before her time, who has had an everlasting impact on the 
University of Pittsburgh and women in politics. If not Elsie, 
someone else who benefitted the University of Pittsburgh 
such as a famous alumni - possibly Salk. Either way, Columbus 
has not much to do with Pittsburgh or the University who 
primarily inhabits Schenley Park. The statue there does not 
have any significance to us. 

Grace   Yes Remove   

Mia Nitekman Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus stands as a symbol of cultural 
demolition, murder, and white ethnocentric status quo. The 
city of Pittsburgh is a diverse and growing demographic that 
does not conform to nor is reflected by this kind of 
iconography. What marks the neighborhoods we live in 
should be what we stand for - inclusion, recognition of 
minority contribution, and celebration of rightful land 
ownership. 

Lexie   Yes Remove Please destroy now thanks 

Claire Mitchell Yes No Action   



Elizabeth   Yes Remove   

Hannah Svelling Yes Remove   

Caroline Morawski Yes 

Replace I think it is important the statue of Christopher Columbus is 
removed and replaced. 

Sophie Hasty Yes Remove   

Sally McCauley Yes 

Replace Christopher  Colombus is a colonizer who murdered and 
raped indigenous people and does not have a purpose on 
campus. He should be replaced with an indigenous person. 

Jeremy Kanter Yes 

Remove Get rid of it. We don't need to honor a man who was 
responsible for the torture, enslavement, and slaughter of 
indigenous people. 

Stephanie Gagne Yes Remove   

Michael D Butler Yes 

Replace Columbus's record is bloody and ugly. He incontrovertibly 
committed genocide with his policies of enslavement and 
murder against the Arawaks. He does not deserve our respect 
or admiration. His statue should be replaced, perhaps by an 
Italian more worthy of admiration, and perhaps even a 
Pittsburgher. 

Cailin Brashear Yes Replace   

Joshua Schneider Yes 

Replace 
Christopher Columbus committed genocide against Native 
people. Honoring this legacy in any way, shape, or form does 
not represent the values of Pittsburgh. This statue should be 
replaced with an individual whose legacy has positively 
shaped this region. Black, Indigenous, and people of Color get 
so little recognition for all they have done to advance our way 
of life in this country. We should honor these 
accomplishments instead of allowing a symbol of hate and 
oppression to stand in the shadow of our great city. 

Shoshannah Stone Yes Replace   

Sara Ali Yes Remove   

Caroline Westrick Yes Remove   

Maggie Caffrey No Replace   

Charlotte Koerner Yes 

Replace Would love to see it replaced with something related to 
indigenous peoples; doesn’t necessarily have to be a specific 
person 

Hannah Blizzard Yes Remove   

Molly Moore Yes Remove Remove it! 

Francesca Baisden Yes Remove   

Tejal Patel No 

Replace As a University of Pittsburgh alum, I feel strongly that the 
Christopher Columbus statue should be removed and 
replaced by a statue of a person of color whose contributions 
are important to the city of Pittsburgh as that is more 
reflective of the community values. 

Isabelle   Yes Remove   



Richard L. Weiss No Replace Remove or replace.  Put the statue in a museum. 

Emerson O’Donnell Yes 

Replace The veneration of Columbus—a violent slave taker who 
foreshadowed the arrival of the rest of colonial Europe in the 
new world—is not right. We have to live with the 
consequences of our ancestors’ actions but we do not have to 
hold up the worst of them as heroes. Let’s replace the 
Columbus statue, which stands outside a place that 
celebrates the diversity of plant life, with a statue that honors 
the native people, who developed and managed the 
incredible environmental wealth that the colonists used to 
build their “new” country. 

Rachel Kaffey Yes 

Replace Replace the statue with a worthy candidate. Not someone 
who murdered, raped, and pillaged native people. Maybe 
choose a Pittsburgh native that made significant 
contributions to the community, preferably a woman or POC 
since we do not see enough of those identities represented. 

Sharon Kelly Yes Remove   

Maria Ali Yes 

Replace 
Christopher Columbus represents colonialism, murder of 
indigenous peoples, and racism. We as American people 
should stop glorifying him. I believe his statue should be 
removed, and replaced by someone who represents 
innovation, change, equality, and justice for American people 
and residents of Pittsburgh. If no suitable replacement can be 
agreed upon, the statue should at the very least be removed. 

Arthur W Mueller Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus’s legacy is one of genocide. He has no 
place in Pittsburgh and his likeness should not be displayed in 
any public space in the city of Pittsburgh. 

Jason Ferrante Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus was a rapist, murder, pretty terrible 
explorer, and does not represent the italian community. This 
statue has to go. 

Bird   Yes 

Replace This piece of history upholds genocide, white supremacy and 
the legacy of imperialism that the western world has waged 
against all peoples since the Romans. It's time to replace it 
with a black or indigenous person or people who show real 
excellence for this city. 

Madeline Kim No Remove   

Paige Devlin No Replace   

Jay Ting Walker No Remove   

Eli   Yes Remove   

Brooke Ross Yes Remove   

Colin Del Duke Yes Remove   



Marjorie Liese Yes 

Remove 
I've lived in Pittsburgh for 67 years; I've probably walked past 
the statue hundreds of times. The statue is offensive; it 
should definitely be removed.  Perhaps it could be donated to 
the Heinz History Center, if they can accommodate it.  
Replacing it would also be great, if consensus could be 
reached between all segments of society in our city, so no 
one is offended by the replacement. 

Madison Ricker Yes Remove   

Lindsay Heck Yes Replace   

Emma Shirey Yes Replace   

Maura Kay Yes 

Remove 
The statute provides no benefit to the city; it only serves to 
harm through Native erasure, miseducation by forgiving 
(celebrating?) genocide, and physically taking away from the 
amazing public features it surrounds. 
No group should celebrate exploiting/murdering another 
group as positive heritage.  
And don’t move to the museums - they are much too pretty 
for it. 

Valeri   Yes 

Replace We know that Columbus performed genocide over the native 
people who are still mistreated in this nation. Let’s not forget 
our history but not allow that history to be our legacy into the 
future. 

Willow Moorefield Yes Remove   

Natalie Petrini Yes Remove   

Sarah Kilpatrick Yes Remove   

Ekaterina Slozina Yes 

Remove Remove or replace this statue with something else there is no 
reason to glorify a murderer and colonizer 

Erin Cannon Yes Replace   

Nadia Jones Yes Replace   

Stephanie   Yes Remove   

Chelsea Coutts Yes 

Remove The current statue honors Columbus and needs to be 
removed. Knowing the history, we as a city should not be 
honoring this terrible figure in the year 2020. 

Katlyn Breen Yes Remove   

Emily Foster Yes 

Replace We should not honor colonizers. Glorifying Christopher 
Columbus distorts history and ignores all the 
pain/genocide/exploitation that he brought to the people of 
this land and this county. 

Matthew Swenson Yes Remove   

Johanna Smith Yes Remove   

Jessica Winter Yes Remove   



Sean Donahue Yes 

Remove I can't believe that this is even a debate.  Christopher 
Columbus is well known at this point to have been a 
murderous, colonial rapist, and the fact that we have a statue 
celebrating him (in a city on a continent he never set foot on, 
no less) is repulsive and completely indefensible. 

Sebastian Echeverri Yes 

Remove 

I am an American citizen, and I was born in Colombia. My 
home country was named after Columbus, and I would 
rename it if I could. While many of us were taught that 
"Columbus discovered America" and that the story stopped 
there, this was a egregiously inaccurate history. There were 
already thriving societies in Hispaniola (where Columbus 
landed, not mainland America) and Columbus actively 
enslaved and genocides these people. He was denounced by 
the Spanish royalty (who employed him, not Italy) for his 
cruelty, even in the 15th century. Once we learn any ounce of 
truth about this man, I find it impossible to be proud of him 
as any part of our heritage (be it Italian or Colombian, in my 
case). Why do we hold up a person that we know has 
committees such horrible acts? In removing the statue, we 
are not asking to erase history. Instead, we are asking to tell 
the complete story, and to re-evaluate our opinion of a 
person based on the facts about them. A statue of Columbus, 
if one should exist, should be placed in a history museum, 
where his full story can be told in context. There are many 
other Italians that are deserving of public honors and statues. 

Jack Ohrman Yes 

Replace I strongly believe that this statue be removed and ultimately 
replaced. It is a false narrative painting Columbus as a good 
man or even as the person who “found” America. It is 
misleading to educate our children this way and does a 
disservice to our ability to grow as a nation. There are so 
many great Pittsburghers that I believe it would be no 
challenge to find someone is wasn’t a murderous, racist pig to 
build a statue of. 



Blair Humienny Yes 

Replace Remove and replace.  
 
1) Columbus kidnapped a Carib woman and gave her to a 
crew member to rape. He has a diary entry about beating this 
woman unconscious with a rope when she resisted having sex 
with him. 
 
2) On Hispaniola, a member of Columbus's crew publicly cut 
off an Indian's ears to shock others into submission 
 
3) Columbus kidnapped and enslaved more than a thousand 
people on Hispaniola 
 
4) He committed mass genocide (Source: Bartolomé de las 
Casas, a Catholic Priest who witnessed the events at the time 
they occurred and transcribed Columbus’s journals)  
 
3) Columbus sold 9- and 10-year-old girls into sexual slavery 
(Source: His letters) 

Amy Lynn Greek No 

Remove We don’t need a statue for such a divisive figure. We should 
remove it. If necessary, replace it with something celebrating 
indigenous peoples of the are. 

Simon P. Yes 

Remove 
Please remove this statue. Columbus was not American at all 
and never set foot in Pittsburgh, he was a fraud, he was 
violent, and he did not 'discover' this country. He is not 
someone to metaphorically or literally look up to. This statue 
is an embarrassing stain on our city, and it must go. I'd be 
happier to see an empty space over this guy. 

Ryan Rice Yes 

Remove I support the removal of the Christopher Columbus statue. 
We should not be celebrating genocidal rapists or white 
supremacy in general. Take that statue down! 

Gabriel Ackman Yes 

Remove I believe that in order to teach future generations the truth of 
history, we must be able to re-evaluate monuments and 
public fixtures when necessary. Christopher Columbus, along 
with many other historical figures, have long since been 
realized by history to represent traumatic, ugly facts that, if 
known as conventional wisdom at the time of this statue’s 
creation, would bar the creation of this monument. I stand 
with the public and my neighbors in asking for its removal. 
Thank you for your time. 

Gina DeAngelo Yes 

Remove Pittsburgh loves to call itself a welcoming city. We should not 
have monuments to genocide. 

Beth Silver Yes Remove   

Frankie   Yes Replace   

Mikayla Kisner Yes 

Remove We must acknowledge the atrocities this man committed and 
that we don't learn history from statues. 



Megan Guidi Yes Remove   

Andrea   Yes 

Remove I knew Christopher Columbus was a rapist and murderer in 
first grade and I told my teacher so. Whoever built this statue 
should’ve educated their selves like I did. 

Zubin   Yes Remove   

Andrew Eagle No 

Remove 
I may live outside city limits but I work and spend time in the 
city and want it to be a place I can be proud of. It is not yet. It 
won't be until monuments to slavers are removed, and more 
importantly modern injustices are halted and communities 
refunded. Remove the statue, defund the police, eliminate 
food deserts. 
Make Pittsburgh the progressive place it likes to claim it is. 

Teagan Malakoff Yes Remove   

M. Christine 
Benner Dixon Yes 

Replace We have a choice of who we honor, of whose history we tell 
and how we tell it. The history of Columbus is not terribly 
pertinent to our city, except that he modeled a policy of 
violence and disregard for indigenous life that was emulated 
by many colonists across North America. We have the choice 
to deemphasize his name and elevate other people (or 
principles) more prominently. Seek out an indigenous artist to 
create a statue to replace this shrine to a violent and hard-
hearted man whose accomplishments cannot outweigh the 
enormity of his crimes. Celebrate a story that isn't already 
cemented in our mythos. We have a choice. Our acts of 
memory and honor can be free from obligation to what has 
been done before. 

Georgia Crowther Yes 

Remove I strongly prefer that this Christopher Columbus statue be 
removed immediately given the genocide Columbus 
committed on our native peoples in Allegheny.  Though I 
know there are those who will defend the statue based on its 
historical value, I argue that historical significance is not a 
sufficient reason to celebrate a hateful character with a 
monument (We do not celebrate dictators or people that 
have attacked our country despite their historical 
significance). No good deed can justify the murders Columbus 
committed. Every day that this statue remains standing sends 
the message that we value colonization and an imagined 
white-washed history more than the lives of the millions that 
preceded us. Though I am not against replacing this statue in 
the future, I think the priority should be its immediate 
removal. 

Riley Bean Yes Remove   



Brandon Bohrer Yes 

Replace 
Italian-American heritage is often used as an excuse to 
maintain statues which are also symbols of colonialism and as 
such rightfully upset people of many different heritages. As 
someone with Italian-American heritage, I do not like to see 
that heritage get used as a cover for colonialism. If there are 
going to be statues of Italian-American figures, they should 
preferably be statues that can serve as symbols of civil 
progress. I would be happy to see statues of Italian-
Americans who were actually involved in their struggle for 
inclusion during the first Red Scare or during the anti-Catholic 
era. Another option would be a statue involving people from 
multiple groups which have been oppressed at different 
times, but it's important that statues with multiple racial 
groups do not imply a racial hierarchy (see: Teddy Roosevelt 
statue in New York). 
 
At the same time, no historical figure is totally pure, so I'm 
also okay with simply removing the statue or having a statue 
that is not of a historical figure. Statues of historical people 
should be presented in context, whether in museums or with 
informative exhibits around the statue. 

Justin Pearl Yes 

Remove Christopher Columbus was a slaver, he sold children into sex 
slavery. His needless brutality was infamous even during his 
own lifetime. 

Kelly Brown No 

Remove I am a Pitt alum and visit the city often with my husband (also 
an alum) and young daughter. Leaving this statue up is a 
blight on the city and it should be taken down. I certainly 
hope the history lessons are more accurate when my child 
starts school and we can move to the right side of history. 

 

 



               
Name 

  Pgh 
Resident? 

Action Comment 

Joanne Hart Yes Remove   

Kevin Jones No Replace I don't currently live in the city but I do still work in the 
Friendship/Shadyside area. I think it's silly to have a statue of 
Columbus in a place like Pittsburgh. He did not really discover the 
American continent and has little role in the actual history of our 
country. I feel like there are so many great Pittsburghers or even 
Pennsylvanians that we could have a statue of instead if we'd like 
to celebrate historical figures. I chose replace mainly because 
there's already a place for a statue in Schenley Park but I 
wouldn't be against the removal either. Thank you for your time. 

Koby Wheaton Yes Replace   

Marnie Leist No Replace As the Director of the Shawnee Tribe Cultural Center in Miami, 
Oklahoma, I suggest the City and citizens explore their history 
and what it means to them, to our nation, and to the tribal 
sovereign nations. Columbus, and other colonists, starved, 
intentionally transmitted deadly diseases, subjected people to 
racist policies, and enforced religious persecution and systemic 
economic oppression. Policies that are very much present today.  
 
Statues of violent colonists support the continuation of colonial 
domination, while ignoring the oppression and subsequent 
removal of tribal nations from their homelands. Shawnees are 
not there to protest or weigh in on the matter of the statue 
because all Native American nations were removed from their 
homes with the passing of the 1830 Indian Removal Act.  
 
Natives Americans are not a lost ancient people. They are citizens 
of 574 federally recognized sovereign nations. They are nurses, 
teachers, first responders, lawyers, scientists, chefs...They reside 
all over the United States and the world. They do not look or 
dress a certain way or talk in a stereotypical manner. Each nation 
has their own identity, beliefs, religion, and language. 
 
Perhaps consider finding something new to create! Commission a 
new statue, even add it next to the statue of Columbus to 
encourage discussion and exploration of our past, present, and 
future. The alternative is to perpetuate racial stereotypes and 
ignore the history of your community. 

Frankie Houser Yes Remove   

Arina Prakapenka Yes Remove This statue represents the colonization and genocide of 
indigenous peoples. This statue has no place in Pittsburgh or 
anywhere and it needs to be removed IMMEDIATELY. Thank you. 

Julia Erickson Yes Remove   



Alexandra Fagelson Yes Replace Please replace this statue with a tribute to the Native Americans 
who lived here before William Trent built the first European 
fortification at the fork of the Ohio. Columbus never came here 
and he wasn't even the first European to set foot on this 
continent, much less the first human to make his home in what is 
now the city of Pittsburgh. Remove the statue and replace it with 
something that honors to first people in this land. 

anna thompson Yes Replace   

Jesse Fulkerson Yes Replace We shouldn't have statues of people who propagated the rape 
and enslavement of the Arawak people in Pittsburgh 

Dori C Yes Replace   

Csilla Thackray Yes Replace   

Alison Mahoney Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was responsible for the genocide of native 
people and the enslavement of millions of Black folks. We should 
not memorialize this monster. 

Anthony Cenname Yes Replace   

Emy   Yes Replace   

Jahmaine Hatten Yes Replace He is not a hero. He was the cause of the genocide of the native 
Americans and he was a pedophile. 

Chris Loschinskey No Replace This statue honors the man credited with founding America. It is 
a beautiful work of Pittsburgh sculptor Frank Vittor  & his Italian 
heritage. Mr Vittor devoted his life to sharing & promoting the 
arts in our community. It represents a unity in the diverse make 
up of our country & that is what makes our area of Pennsylvania 
so special.  
Look for the beauty before us rather than being offended. 

Rachel Lange No Replace I live in the wider PGH region. Christopher Columbus is not 
someone to be celebrated. It promotes an untrue version of 
history. Columbus treated indigenous people brutally. He didn't 
discover North America. Let's keep the facts straight, and not 
force people to look at this evil person. 

Julia Daugherty No Replace   

Mike Fischer Yes Replace Replace and modernize.  Perhaps something about the 
indigenous people of our area. 

Andrea Hunter   Replace   

Carrie Shields No Replace   

Linda Thoma No Replace Please stop removing our history, good and bad! 



Pavel Gaydos Yes Replace I think the best way to do this is to replace the Columbus statue 
with a monument stating that “this was the spot of a statue to 
Christopher Columbus, which was voted to be taken down by the 
people who now call America home. His legacy is one of 
misrepresentation throughout history, which is only NOW in 
2020 becoming a conversation of value to the citizens of the 
nation that he was given credit for founding.” Education is 
important, because without it we allow our nation’s history to be 
our wins and not the ugly truth behind it’s origins, which have 
not disappeared as white America has hoped, but continued, 
burning a hole through the center of our union. To quote the 
brilliant and shockingly relevant (to some) James Baldwin, “the 
people who settled the country had a fatal flaw. They could 
recognize a man when they saw one. They knew he wasn’t 
anything else but a man; but since they were Christian, and since 
they had already decided that they came here to establish a free 
country, the only way to justify the role this chattel was playing 
in one’s life was to say that he WAS NOT a man. For if he wasn’t 
then no crime had been committed. That lie is the basis of our 
present trouble.” No one can be healed, of the violence against 
black and brown people, or the white guilt that remains from 
those who have benefitted quietly, but shamefully, fearing for a 
similar fate.. no one can be healed until the truth of our 
collective history, can be taught, accepted, processed and atoned 
for. 

Conor hannon Yes Replace   

Bryan Burtner Yes Replace Honoring a a perpetrator of genocide does not celebrate 
anyone’s heritage. It defiles and disgraces our city, and it stands 
in brazen defiance of anyone who wishes to view Pittsburgh as a 
place of welcome, community, justice and equality. Stop standing 
up for white supremacy and the wealthy, and start standing up 
for the people and soul of Pittsburgh. 

Julia  Mirek Yes Replace   

Chris Conicella Yes Replace   

Felicia Cooper No Replace I was a long time resident of Pittsburgh until recently. I can say, 
even from afar, this continued homage to genocide and pain is an 
intensely painful reminder that America upholds imperialism. The 
violence this man enacted is a shameful mark on our history and 
we need to be able to look to other examples of leadership. 

Jackie Harnish Yes Replace   

Jeff French Yes Replace   

Michael Lippke Yes Replace Columbus was a jagoff!! Get that out of here and replace it with a 
fountain, everyone loves a nice fountain. Pittsburgh is better 
than this! 

Jane Goodstein Yes Replace   

Jonathan Vasquez Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a violent colonizer who slaughtered 
the Taino people: 



Ryan Kaldari Yes Replace It is long past time for Pittsburgh to stop celebrating Christopher 
Columbus, a man who personally enslaved hundreds of native 
Caribbeans and brutally repressed any rebellion, often by 
mutilation or murder, all for the sake of personal profit. This is 
not left-wing propaganda or political correctness, it's historical 
fact. The idea that we have to debate whether or not to remove 
a statue of a brutal slave-trader is insulting and demonstrative of 
the type of society we live in, where European lives and history 
are put on a pedestal, while indigenous lives and history are 
swept under the rug. 

Gregory Sprowls No Replace He was of no particular importance to the city of Pittsburgh, nor 
the state of Pennsylvania, and not the nation of the USA. 
 
He never set foot here, and didn’t “discover” anything. He 
misguided his boats looking for the shores of India & Asia, into 
the Bahamas. 
 
He then set up the tribute system wherein native tribes were 
expected to pay gold to his crews, under penalty of death, rape 
and torture. 
 
The devastation left in his wake decimated a population of 
300,000 down to ~500. 
His ship historians recorded the monstrosities of 
dismemberment, impalements and beheadings, on men, women, 
children and BABIES. 
 
He is not a figure to be admired, or honored. 
He is a monster, painted in a favorable light by interest groups. 

Jody Handley Yes Replace I am an Italian-American. My mother flies the Italian flag at her 
house, and her kitchen is an homage to Italian-American ideals 
(and cooking!). Columbus is not, and never will be, an 
appropriate symbol of those ideals: he committed genocide of 
indigenous people with cruel lack of regard for their fundamental 
humanity. 
 
The statue is pointless, and represents nothing more than 1) a 
small group of Italian-Americans' need to see any Italian with a 
statue; and 2) an affront to the thousands of people he 
murdered, and those of us who have no desire to venerate such a 
man. Editing a plaque to give him "context" is not enough, and 
the statue will no doubt continue to be vandalized until the 
committee develops the backbone to remove the statue.  
 
If we replace it, it should be replaced with a memorial to local 
indigenous tribes who were pushed out by Europeans. Columbus 
never set foot in Pittsburgh, and means next to nothing to people 



here except by association with his country of birth. It's not 
enough to excuse his presence in our park. 

CJ Anderson No Replace   

Adele Stefanowicz Yes Replace   

Fiona Loudon No Replace   

Liana Maneese Yes Replace There should be healing work. The statue should be removed and 
people educated about why and why he was a horrible person. 
I’m ashamed we don’t see the deeper issue here and that is that 
in America we honor racists, rapists, and murderers. Columbus 
trafficked and engages in sexual acts w children as young as 9. As 
a historian I am sick about this. Remove, educate, replace! 

Kenneth Hall No Replace please do not remove the statue. I lived and taught in the city 
schools for twenty seven years. I is as much a part of this cities 
history as any other statue we have. don't let the politically 
correct people take over and run our city. 

Matthew Wein Yes Replace The Christopher Columbus statue serves no purpose apart from 
perpetuating hagiographic lies that have long comprised this 
country's White supremacist origin mythology. This work 
celebrates an objectively awful person whose contributions 
toward the betterment of humanity we now collectively 
acknowledge as somewhere between aggressively bad and 
abjectly evil.  
 
While Pittsburgh has more than its share of Frank Vittor's work 
on public display, the marker commemorating the artist's 
connection to the region is an entirely separate question, and 
should be treated as such. 



Emma   Yes Replace This has been a discussion for years. How many times do the 
public need to comment on this statue? It would be amazing to 
have a statue that commemorates Pittsburgh in a way that is full 
of pride and a true legacy. It could be a statue that is in 
conjunction with Phipps! The next step could be anything with a 
community-based spin, but we do not need to celebrate 
Christopher Columbus in a city that was built on immigrants. I am 
Italian-American and his legacy with Italians is not a history we 
should be upholding. We should all be ashamed of what he did, 
and what Italians did in his image. 

George Delestienne No Replace Please stop the insanity 

Janexi Lopez Yes Replace   

Alex McElravy Yes Replace   

Justine   Yes Replace Even people in Christopher Columbus’ time were appalled 
reading the contents of his journal. He enslaved the native 
populations with cruelty and treated them less than human. He 
raped and beat them and killed thousands with disease. He 
paved the way for the trans Atlantic slave trade. There is 
absolutely zero reason to honor him with a statue and I am 
absolutely disgusted every time I pass by it. 

Dylan   Yes Remove   

Lorraine   No Replace   

Ella   Yes Replace   

Sean Whitney Yes Replace   

Bailey Donovan Yes Replace Christopher Columbus committed horrific atrocities and should 
not be glorified by our city. 

Ashley   No Replace   

Paula Wiley Yes Replace Publicly centered statues are objects of deification that we as a 
city and society should be putting a critical lens over. If we want 
to show an intention of deifying a historical figure, we must be 
responsible in our justification and critically consider what 
message we are sending with the glorification of the figure's 
actions. Christopher Columbus has indeed been deified in 
America at the expense of the exposure of the true nature of his 
"discovery": pillaging, spread of disease, enslavement, and 
erasure of ancient cultures. Our glorification of his image goes 
hand in hand with our own history of taking the land that wasn't 
ours and erasing the history of those who lived here before us. 
Removing deifying statues is a tiny but meaningful step toward a 
future where we can reconcile our actions as colonizers and the 
actions of those before us. 

Caroline Bennett Yes Replace   

Jacob Pekarovich Yes Replace   

Charles Bennett Yes Replace   



Brennan Kaye No Replace The last ten and most formative years of my life were spent in 
Pittsburgh; it's home to me. Pittsburgh can and should make the 
choice to be better than standing for a statue of a genocidal 
white supremacist. Pittsburgh has no future if it chooses to cling 
to a deluded and evil past. Tear it down. Columbus was an evil 
man whose deeds we must not misconstrue. 

Max Labovitz Yes Replace   

Joshua Sturman Yes Replace Why is there a statue for a guy who's solution to being lost was 
murder? Take it down 

Philip Johnson No Replace The legacy of Christopher Columbus is disease, genocide, rape, 
and slavery for the indigenous peoples whose land and lives were 
stolen to enrich the already wealthy. If a replacement statue is to 
be considered, it should reflect this bedrock truth upon which 
America was made into what it is today. 
 
For those who desire a statue commemorating Italian Heritage, 
perhaps an Italian figure less emblematic of full-scale genocide 
would be a better reflection of said heritage. 

Eric Tatusko Yes Replace   

Phillip   Yes Replace Stop trying to remove our nations history, we are not rewriting 
history here we are trying to preserve it so our children and their 
children can learn from our fortunes and mistakes. Stop letting 
Nazi like brownshirt tactics mold our city, this is Pennsylvania not 
california. Whats next? 

Barb Abraham Yes Replace The statue stands for our history of freedom who fought for our 
country. It also stand for our inheritance as to which how this 
country evolved. This statue is a part of history, as is everything 
in the history books in which our local school teach to the 
children all over the world. People who disrespect these statues, 
disrespect who fought for our America Freedom, including all 
cultures, from the Indians, to whom will fight today for our 
freedom. 

Branwen Shoop Yes Replace   

Juliette Lopez Yes Replace We should not be memorializing a racist colonizer. 

Victoria Grieve Yes Replace   

Erin Marshall Yes Replace Replace statue with Edwin Nathaniel Harleston, the first 
publisher of the Pittsburgh Courier, one of the leading black 
newspapers in the United Staes in the 1930's, or Robert Lee 
Vann, the first editor of the Pittsburgh Courier 

Nautia jack Yes Replace   

Aidan Beatty Yes Replace Please replace this with a statue of someone not guilty of 
genocide, perhaps a statue that also helps rectify how the 
iconography of our city excludes people of color and women. 



Alice Dzimiera No Replace Regardless of what you feel about Columbus he’s a part of our 
history. We can’t continue to tear down these statues because 
the “offend” some people. I don’t live in the city limits of 
Pittsburgh but I work in Oakland. I’m eating breakfast in Schenley 
Plaza before work & will walk up to Phipp’s Conservatory past the 
Columbus statue. I always enjoy seeing all the buildings & statues 
in Oakland. I was upset when they tore down the Steven Foster 
statue. What will you tear down next in Oakland? ...the dinosaur 
statue outside the museum? I’m sure that offends someone! 

Jermiya Gaines Yes Replace   

Michelle Bachy Yes Replace   

Nikki Kemp Yes Replace Please consult with the Council of Three Rivers American Indian 
Center or other Native American leaders to determine what 
should replace the statue. 

Hannah Breidenbaugh Yes Replace   

Fiona Jacobs Yes Replace   

Lauren Skillinge Yes Replace By celebrating Christopher Columbus with statues or other 
memorials, we are contributing even further to the erasure of 
the Native Americans who inhabited the land Columbus claimed 
to “discover” for decades - and even centuries in some parts - 
long before 1492. Please remove this statue from my 
neighborhood. 

Maura Maloney Yes Replace   

Luke Stratton Yes Replace Replace the statue with a statue celebrating indigenous people 

Edison mckeah No Replace   

Luke Schmitt Yes Replace   

Sophie   Yes Replace   

Jim Styles Yes Replace   

You do not 
need this 

  Yes Replace STOP IT! 

Janet Boring No Replace Statues all across the US are a part of history.  Removing statues 
doesn't change history. Raise funds to erect a statue for peace, 
minorities, or current times. 

Robert Folino No Replace Stop trying to erase history just because of this progressive 
political culture to remove items that appear offensive in today’s 
climate. Italians worked hard to build Pgh and the surrounding 
area. It would be a slap in the face. I’m proud of that statue when 
I went to Pitt and even now when I visit that area. I’m 75 years 
old and this nonsense must stop!! 

Mara   Yes Replace   

Tahel Axel Yes Replace Immediate removal of this statue, which is a daily reminder of 
the racism of this county and city, is a necessary step, that should 
be followed with further moves toward reparations and land-
back to indigenous peoples. 



Christopher Ahacic No Replace History is a funny thing. No matter how hard you try to remove 
the bad things that people have done, they still happened. This 
also the case  for the good that people did. By removing the 
statue you will have accomplished nothing. The things he did still 
happened and hiding the past so that we cannot learn from it just 
breeds more unnecessary ignorance. Why not leave the statue 
up and educate people? Or allow their own curiosity to take hold 
and they learn something? No matter what you decide someone 
will be offended. I’m of the opinion that people should not try to 
sterilize history. It happened there’s nothing you can do to 
change it. 

Natalie Shaffer No Replace Many people believe that we will be altering history by replacing 
this statue with something else. But we would actually be 
“righting” history. For too long, we have glorified historical 
figures that attributed to mass amount of genocide and 
colonialism. This is not okay to teach to our children. 

Twain Byrnes Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a bad person who should not be 
immortalized. I'm impartial when it comes to placing something 
else in its stead, but I do wish for this statue to be gone. 

Adam Browning Yes Replace Christopher is a villain of the crown of a foreign power. He killed 
thousands of innocent people and should not be held in such 
high esteem! 

Sarah Grossman Yes Replace Replace with a statue to highlight a Black or Brown Pittsburgh 
icon (example Teenie Harris or femme icon). If no funding to 
replace, crowdfund or REMOVE COLUMBUS 

Sophia Colarusso Yes Replace   

Charles Griego Yes Replace Replace with a historical figure from Pittsburgh. 

Michael Scott Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is not worthy of a monument. He began 
the process of colonization of indigenous lands throughout the 
Western Hemisphere, which continues to this day. Given the 
complexity and ambiguity of history, I think a statue of someone 
like Gelelemend (aka John Kill Buck, 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/blogs/national-museum-
american-indian/2018/05/22/1778-delaware-treaty/) would be 
appropriate. 

Calvin Wamser Yes Replace   

Cathleen Kichi Yes Replace We cannot erase history. Rather, we should acknowledge it and 
learn from it. This has gotten out of hand. Leave the statues be. 
Arrest and prosecute those who vandalize public property. 

Lynne Goerner Yes Replace I used to live right next door to Schenley park, and I still visit 
regularly. Knowing that the park is finally free of a statue of a 
murderous racist idiot would be extremely gratifying. The only 
contributions Columbus made to the world were death, violence, 
and hatred, and we'd be far better off condemning him in the 
margins of history books instead of glorifying him in public parks. 
Remove that statue as soon as possible. 



CORINNE SHETTER Yes Replace Replace with a monument honoring the native peoples of this 
region. I am an Italian American,  and I see no reason to continue 
honoring a genocidal monster like Columbus. 
 
Alternatively, donate the corner to Phipps 

Rachel Romac Yes Replace there are never enough mister rogers statues in this city and this 
would be a great time to replace the columbus one with another 
one of fred rogers!! 

Salena Binnig Yes Replace Christopher Columbus enacted genocide against an entire 
community of people. The longer we honor him with statues and 
holidays, the longer we oppress the indigenous people he sought 
to destroy. 

Sandeep Rajan Yes Replace   

Sadye   Yes Replace I think that this statue should jo longer be up to symbolize the 
genocides this country was built on. Instead we should have a 
discussion with the community of Native Americans in 
Pittsburgh. See who would be the right person to memorialize at 
this location. Pittsburgh is known to have one of the first uses of 
Biochemical warfare. The British commanders gave blankets 
which were infected with  smallpox to the tribes here and waited 
for their enemy to weaken before striking and winning the battle 
of Fort Pitt. We might want to be careful what we celebrate. 

Shuli Dernis Yes Replace I feel like this is a pretty obvious choice. As a progressive society 
we have generally reached a consensus about the legacy of 
Columbus and ilthat he should not be honored. 

Matthew Leech No Replace You can't erase history.... Even if you remove a statue! 

Marquis Hawkins Yes Replace He was a racist and terrorist and we should stop honoring those 
people. Let's honor people who uphold the values we believe in 
or represent what we as a city, state, and nation aspire too be. 

Morgan Puterbaugh Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is a horrible person and we should not 
celebrate him. He has been celebrated by white people like me 
for long enough. It is time we celebrate BIPOC and those that 
truly built this nation from the ground up. 

Elizabeth Medwid Yes Replace Enough of this tearing down the history of this county please! 



Basil Russo No Replace The Italian Sons and Daughters of America  (ISDA) was founded in 
the City of Pittsburgh by Italian immigrants in 1930. The 
organization still maintains its national headquarters in its home 
office at 429 Wood St..  The ISDA has grown to become one of 
the largest Italian American Fraternal associations in America.   
The ISDA has some 12,000 members and followers in Allegheny 
County, many of whom live in Pittsburgh.  
     The idea of erecting a monument in Pittsburgh to honor 
Christopher Columbus was discussed as early as 1909 by the 
city’s Italian immigrants.   In 1925 earnest efforts were made to 
attempt to collect the $65,000. that the Italian American 
community needed to fund the cost of the statue.   Over the 
years these immigrants struggled to gather meager contributions 
from their poor brethren throughout the city, many of whom 
were members of the ISDA.   In 1956 they reached their goal and 
the statue was dedicated in 1958.    
    As you consider the fate of the statue, you must consider the 
strong emotional connection it has to Pittsburgh’s Italian 
American community, and the insult you would be inflicting on 
them if succumb to the demands of those who choose to rewrite 
American history to have it conform to their own misguided 
social and political agendas.  We all need to remember that 
Christopher Columbus’ bold journey opened the door to more 
than 500 years of immigration by people from around the world 
seeking a better life for their families.  That is his legacy. 

Erin Skoog Yes Replace There are much better Italian role models to celebrate, however I 
believe we should honor an ancestor of native decent (Osage or 
Shawnee) since these were the people displaced during 
colonialism. 

Fabiana Licata Yes Replace   

Margaret Herzog Yes Replace I believe the statue should be removed and a new statue of a 
Pittsburgh figure should take its place. 



Frank Bienkowski Yes Replace I would say that at this moment, we’re not sure of who we are as 
a nation. We are facing the hard truth that the impression of 
America that’s been sold to us since grade school, as champions 
of “liberty and justice for all”, has been shattered and exposed. 
Beyond merely falling short of those ideals, the United States was 
established economically and socially on a basis of enslavement 
and genocide. The visibility of police murders of black people has 
crystallized an accumulation of countless examples of brutal 
oppression into a clarity that  our foundational system, though 
not named so explicitly as slavery, has changed only slightly in 
degree and not at all in principle.  
And so we are in conflict as a nation between those who want to 
hang on to a phony image of ourselves as the land of the free, 
and those of us who are willing to confront our true history so 
that we might be able to live by the noble principles laid down so 
artfully in our founding documents. For now it is clear that 
Christopher Columbus was not the history book hero who 
“discovered America” but an original exploiter, rapist, murderer, 
destroyer of indigenous cultures. Take the statue of him down 
until we decide whether we want to continue to live out his 
horrific legacy or to rediscover ourselves as a nation whose 
presentation is not antithetical to its reality. To live honestly is 
hard, to deny our truth as a people is costly and potentially fatal 
to any sense of democrac y we have ever strived for. 

Todd Faltin Yes Replace Leave it up, but add a crowd of wild, hungry animals that existed 
prior to, during, and after Columbus. We need to leave on display 
a visual of what we do to oppressors, robber barons and 
colonizers whose self-serving acts have been propagandized into 
an embarrassing, bootlicking narrative that forcibly defines the 
American experience.  
This artistic alteration will help prevent future Columbus-like 
figures from seeking fame and power while giving an equitable 
example for the 99%. 
And put a velociraptor up there as the first to strike! This town 
loves dinosaurs! Sure, it's a ridiculous scene, but so is installing 
and defending memorials to colonizers, thieves and white 
supremacists. 

Anonymous 
due to liberal 
violence 

  Yes Replace   

Paul   No Replace We learn from the past. Removing a statue changes nothing. The 
statue is also a beautiful work of art. Education!!! 

Phil Jacoby Yes Replace There is simply no good reason to have a statue of Christopher 
Columbus. The possibly positive things he represents are 
questionable and uncertain at best. What he mostly represents is 
horrifying cruelty and injustice. The statue must be removed. 

Karen Mueller No Replace   



Colleen Mccarthy Yes Replace   

Jenna Mears Yes Replace   

Rebekah Joy Murray Yes Replace I suggest that you ask the Council of Three Rivers American 
Indian Center for their assistance in choosing a replacement 
statue, and follow the wishes of their community. 

Lauren Montgomery Yes Replace   

Hannah Riley Yes Replace This is part of our history as a nation. Shame on anyone for 
wanting to erase our history. 

Thom   No Replace Statues are a symbol of history!! They all should remain 
unharmed where they stand. 

Spencer Gogol Yes Replace   

Noah Riley No Replace   

Ali Leech Yes Replace Leave our history and art alone! 

Jared Pleibel Yes Replace   

Lindsey   Yes Replace Christopher was a terrible human being and therefore should not 
be put on public display anywhere. 

J Shaffor No Replace   

Komalpreet Kaur Yes Replace   

Ella Benec Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is a sign of colonialism and racism, and 
this does not represent our city. Remove it!! 

Julianna Cooper Yes Replace I want the statue removed and replace with a memorial to the 
native people whose land was stolen from them in the Pittsburgh 
area. 

clove roses Yes Replace the statue is racist, disrespectful, & hurtful.  the council of three 
rivers american indian center should be given choice in this 
matter- they should be able to choose what is displayed where 
the columbus statue stands as this is their land 

Melissa Hackman No Replace No need to remove.  This is history and should not be erased. 

philip caruso Yes Replace   

Susan Miller No Replace   

Richard Barber Yes Replace While most of us learned a romanticized version of Columbus' 
exploits, the truth of his time in the Americas was quite different.  
He and his crews tortured, enslaved, and killed native people in 
their quest to dominate the region.  He wiped out entire families 
and villages.  By standards of any era, he was a mass murderer 
and evil personified. 
 
I understand that Italian-American communities have long 
celebrated Columbus' role in the history of the Americas, but I 
would argue they have far better figures to honor.  Just as many 
Southerners revere symbols of the slave-holding Confederacy 
without considering the pain and anguish this history holds for 
our country, those who choose to celebrate Columbus choose an 
incredibly inappropriate part of their history. 
 
The City of Pittsburgh should not honor such a man. 



Dawn Kramrech No Replace   

Colleen Everett No Replace I don’t think we should take away the importance of what 
Columbus did to discover America and get trade going. I think we 
should add to the story and convey what it cost the Native 
Americans and other Natives he encountered. Tell the whole 
story not just the positive aspect. 

Marita Johnson Yes Replace If you will not remove, you must acknowledge the genocide, 
trauma, and destruction this man inflicted upon indigenous 
residents of the land. 

Roz Thompson Yes Replace   

giovanna   Yes Replace   

Jalyne Marie Perry Yes Replace   

Kaia Iverson Yes Replace   

MICHALENE MILLER Yes Replace   

American Citizen No Replace We can't erase history. Leave it be and learn from it. 

Cara Kennedy No Replace   

Ann Stanton Yes Replace   

M L Franz Yes Replace   

Michael Rind Yes Replace   

Molly Tiplady Yes Replace   

Katherine Bienkowski Yes Replace I would like to see the statue replaced with one of a person 
native to the land—either someone specific or representative of 
the Native people who lost the land they were living on in this 
area after Christopher Columbus.  There could be a plaque 
explaining why the CC statue was replaced. 

Elizabeth Porchiran No Replace   

Anne Harder Yes Replace   

Breanna DeCaro Yes Replace   

John Craig Yes Replace   

Leiana Vaughan No Replace   

Sarah Koros Yes Replace Please replace this abhorrent statue with a commissioned public 
art piece by an indigenous person. 

Sarah   No Replace The Columbus statue needs to be removed as it currently serves 
as a permanent reminder of the horrible crimes committed 
against the indigenous people of this country. The crimes and 
abuse of white men need no longer to be romanticized and 
celebrated—they need to be condemned and only the removal of 
the Columbus statue can achieve that. 

Claire Truscott Yes Replace   

Katie Hirsh No Replace I believe the statue should be placed in a museum or similar 
historical/educational location where the context and history of 
the statue can be explained without publicly glorifying Columbus’ 
actions. 

Andalushia Reilly No Replace   

Elaina Giaudrone Yes Replace   



Stephanie Absey No Replace Learn from history..... 

Laura Aguera No Replace I've lived in the greater Pittsburgh area my whole life, including 
13 years in my house in Oakland, 15213. My employer is a 
university in Oakland. This statue is an abomination out of step 
with our time, glorifying the moral corruption of colonizing 
nations and the evil actions of colonizing individuals. It 
symbolizes theft, rape, and the most profound disrespect of 
human beings and natural resources at every level. This statue 
statue of "Columbus," or however he styled himself, is conflated 
inappropriately with the value of Italian immigrants and the 
Italian American community, but is a poor representation of their 
value or the many contributions they and their descendants have 
made to America and American life. The statue is an 
inappropriate commemoration of their legacy. At the very least, 
we must remove this statue.  At best, we can replace it with a 
monument that reflects the values of our diverse Pittsburgh 
community and honors the human beings and natural resources 
that we now, with the wisdom of historical scholarship and 
hindsight, seek to preserve. 

Scott Rummel No Replace The very idea that a statue of a person of such historic 
significance as Christopher Columbus should be removed or 
altered is completely idiotic. Let us be completely honest, no one 
in the North American continent would be where we are today 
without this man's significant historic impact. For good or ill, 
every black, yellow, red, brown, white, or green man, woman and 
child on this continent, Columbus' endeavors led to the birth of 
our great nation. It is not perfect, but it is growing and changing 
everyday towards, to borrow a phrase from Abraham Lincoln, "a 
more perfect union." It's time both sides of this debate realize 
two things. First, there is only one race, the Human Race. Second, 
it is everyone's history and should be remembered, honored and 
taught, good and bad, so we can keep growing as a nation. We 
grow by honoring the good, so it may continue. We grow by 
remembering and learning about the bad, to prevent it from 
happening again. 

Mary Ellen Hunsberger No Replace   

Allison Turner Yes Replace   

Marci Maleski Yes Replace Columbus’ legacy is built on falsehoods. There is nothing noble, 
nothing to be celebrated. 

Cindy   No Replace Isn't that what terrorists want? Erase our history and rewrite 
there own? We've already removed so much of our history at 
one point in time it is what we believed in regardless, and we 
need to leave them all be and stop allowing sensitive Sally to 
erase our history 

Alexander Marchetti Yes Replace   

Mu Hsar Eh Yes Replace   



Dawn Karger No Replace Christopher Columbus was an imperialist and a human trafficker. 
He did not "discover" the Americas; he is responsible for the 
genocide of countless indigenous people.  
He is not someone we should be celebrating with a statue. 
Remove the statue permanently. 

Bethany Piatek No Replace   

Hannah Reiling No Replace   

Carl   Yes Replace   

Daniel Ungee Yes Replace Columbus is almost singlehandedly responsible for the near-
genocide of indigenous people in the Caribbean and so-called 
North America and for beginning the practice of importing 
enslaved human beings for use as disposable labor. Columbus is 
romanticized by reactionaries and white supremacists using 
dogwhistle language (i.e. "he's an Italian American icon") and 
outright lies (i.e. he never set foot in mainland North America).  
Statues are not tools for learning history, they are tokens of 
esteem and reverence; Christopher Columbus deserves nothing 
of the sort. His legacy is one of brutality of the lowest order, and 
he should be remembered only as an incompetent fool and a 
cruel, murderous colonizer. 

Jennifer Burna Yes Replace   

Hannah Berg Yes Replace   

Logan Showalter Yes Replace I’m not sure who to replace him with. Maybe ask the non-white 
community who they’d like to see him replaced with. 

Rosemary Iwuanyanwu Yes Replace I think the statue should be replaced or removed. If replaced I 
think something that speaks more towards equity or progress 
should be put in its place. Pittsburgh itself has been proven to 
not be equitable based on hard facts. There are two different life 
experiences lived in Pittsburgh based on individual demographic. 
I think a change in statue is a great step in the right direction 
towards rebuilding and rectifying the city. It also shows support 
and caring to the patrons of this city. It’s important that we be 
united especially now, and a replacement statue is a statement 
that shows support for this equity 

Jennifer Stevens Yes Replace   

Caitlin   Yes Replace It is clear that the time is now to show the country that there is 
hope for a more equitable tomorrow. To show that steps are 
being taken to dismantle the white supremacy narrative that has 
shaped the nation. I feel that any statue of a historical figure that 
was known to commit atrocities should be replaced with one 
who was known to have fought for good. Especially people of 
color. We are a diverse nation and should honor that diversity. 

Roy Rodgers Yes Replace   

Kristin klucevsek Yes Replace   

Sarah Hainer Yes Replace I would vote to remove or replace this statue (with a BIPOC 
individual) 



Hannah Weintraub Yes Replace   

Donna Dineley No Replace Please instead put someone worthy of recognition for their work 
to better humanity. 

Gayle Temple No Replace As a former resident of Pittsburgh, I would love to see a 
replacement- perhaps of Native Americans in its place as we do 
have a rich history on that or to increase representation of our 
black members a prominent figure from black history. 

Rusann Anderson No Replace I believe the statue should be left alone. It’s part of our history. 

Lori Roush Yes Replace If anything, maybe Amerigo Vespucci should be erected. He was 
the one who truly discovered America. Hence the name. 

Amber C Yes Replace The fact that this man who embarked on occupied land, stole to 
claim as his while murdering, torturing, & destroying the 
innocent people already here is actually celebrated is absolutely 
appalling. History should know his name but remembered as the 
hateful, savage he actually was. Not falsely hailed as some hero 
who did good towards his fellow man. 

Robert Wierzbowski Yes Replace It’s time to grow up and interact with real history, not the altered 
version we were indoctrinated with in schools. This isn’t an 
attack on whiteness or Italians, but a recognition that an ethical 
city doesn’t revere a genocidal, racist man with statues. We don’t 
need to look up to him, or even our imaginary, made up stories 
about him. The Italian community is strong and valuable without 
Christopher Columbus.  
 
4th generation Pittsburgher, born here. 

Maggie Oberst Yes Replace   

Darla Kalanonvicz No Replace I've been there and see absolutely no reason for removal etc. 
Flthe vandals should be arrested. What's next? The statues and 
monuments in the Allegheny cemetery? This bowing to please a 
few needs stopped. It's history it's a memorial and maybe it 
means something different to all pittsburghers as it should. But 
not removed. And put a camera to catch the vandals. I've always 
been proud of the burg but not lately. This pc bs needs to stop. 
Why are you letting a minorities opinion ruin our city. Give an 
inch and they take a mile. Frankly I don't go to the city or parks 
anymore because of it. Where's the pride of our history and 
heritage gone? Our bldgs our monuments and all the people 
living and visiting. We celebrated and cherished our differences. 
We acknowledged the good and the bad. Now we are told it's 
racist by a few for being proud of it all and they want our 
monuments to be removed. Bull. They will never be satisfied. Are 
the beautiful bldgs next? Because they will say a racist built it or 
owned it. It's past time to put a stop to this madness. 

Mike   No Replace   

Nicole Kersey No Replace   

Scott lewis No Replace   



Mark Estermyer No Replace Removal of a statue is probably the most dumb minded, ill 
spirited, entitled act possible. DON'T give in to the Marxist mob! 

Danielle   No Replace   

Correne   No Replace   

Ian Voysey Yes Replace The time for the myth of Columbus is past. We do not need a 
statue to this man, and it's painful enough for enough people 
that I think the place should be left empty for a while rather than 
immediately filled. It should be removed without fanfare and as 
soon as possible. 

Danny Budai Yes Replace It’s part of history and there shouldn’t even be a question as to 
why it should stay, quit giving into these terrorists and trying to 
make them happy, we need to keep our history. 

Mitchell 
Robert 

Flint No Replace   

Domenic Mariani No Replace This statue is an artwork.. Until recently, Columbus was a non-
issue; people viewing the statue viewed it as artwork. It is a 
beautiful work of art.  
Also I believe that We cannot nor should not alter history 
because we don’t agree with it, nor the person making that 
history. Columbus should be viewed in the history of his time, not 
ours. Whether you agree with it or not, Columbus made history 
and opened the way for European expansion into the Americas. 
How the native people were treated by the Europeans was a sin; 
this cannot be undone. Far better to focus on the future, not the 
past. The past should be a learning experience, so that we are 
not “doomed to repeat it”.  
Far better for people to focus on the future and our relationships 
with our fellow citizens. 

Sheryl   No Replace It's not just a representation of history, it's a piece of art. It 
should not be destroyed. If the majority wants it removed, please 
find another home for it. Maybe some place like Bloomfield 
where many Italians live, or outside/inside of a museum. 

Bernard Orient No Replace   

Nicole Pierce No Replace   

Kathryn Roecklein Yes Replace Books are for history, statues are for honor. Who we honor will 
change as our country changes. I’m a patriot, but honoring 
Columbus sends a message that colonialism is to be honored. 

Mary Ann Ferezan No Replace Please show the rest of the country that the city of Pittsburgh 
have intelligent people and have respect for our country’s 
history. Don’t be a follower but be a leader to others what is the 
right thing to do 

Tamara Shaffer No Replace You can't really know where you are going until you know where 
you have been. 
 
Maya Angelou 

Jessica Swearingen Yes Replace When you get rid of history you are doomed to repeat it!!! 



Ed white Yes Replace   

Timi Miller No Replace   

Ryan Canty Yes Replace   

Alicia Allyn Bobcheck Yes Replace I think the statue of Christopher Columbus should be replaced 
with a statue of Christopher Meloni. Seriously. As an Italian-
American, I have much more pride in him than I do in Columbus. 

Maaz Mansori Yes Replace   

Amelia Cessna No Replace I lived in Pittsburgh for 15 years, including Little Italy Bloomfield, 
so although I am now a Denver transplant, I am aware of the 
history of the Columbus statue near my old employer, Phipps 
Conservatory. We must now honor Indigenous People’s Day and 
reconcile with the violent past of Columbus’ legacy. 

Donna Mead No Replace Educate the citizens on the story behind the statue. Don’t erase 
history,teach it. 

Deana   Yes Replace   

Armbruster   Yes Replace   

Anna Frantz Yes Replace This statue is deplorable. Remove it now- take action. 

Alyssa Stone Yes Replace First course of action is to remove it, then after it's finally gone 
we can focus on replacing it with a better figure! This statue 
needs to be taken down. This man only represents evil. There's 
not one good thing this colonizer contributed to anything, so why 
would the city want to keep up a statue like that? 

Devon Tuttle Yes Replace   

Teresa Davison Yes Replace   

Eileen Lee Yes Replace   

Pittsburgh Resident Yes Replace   

Kevin koval No Replace   

Angela Didomenico No Replace It's the 2nd time in America every one hates the Italian people. I 
would not feel safe being in the park to look at the statue with 
my family because I already know that there are dangerous 
people lurking who hate us based on my roots it's obvious since it 
keeps being vandalized. This is not just a Pittsburgh problem it's 
all over the country. It would be very difficult to pack up and 
move over seas. Italians did a lot for America. Growing up my 
elders told me that people treat Italians unfairly and I always 
thought they were living in the past because I didn't see it. It's 
easier when you don't see it because I thought we came so far 
instead just a step back. When I was young if someone 
vandalized something they were arrested. If you didn't have 
something nice to say you didn't say anything. I haven't been to a 
Columbus day parade in YEARS because of all the negative energy 
all the hate and it was always so much fun when I was young. I 
would need a public apology and EXTRA security to ever return. 
No matter what anyone does or says can't change the fact that 
their was a Christopher Columbus and it now and always will be 
an Italian holiday 



Rick Maine Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is the same as Adolf Hitler. Imagine having 
a big Hitler statue in that spot; would you be okay with it, would 
the Jewish community be okay with it ? I see no reason to 
celebrate someone who enslaved others and didn’t discover the 
Americas. His presence/image hurts the Native and African 
American communities. 

J. Satariano Yes Replace Christopher Columbus didn’t land in America, so I don’t 
understand why he upsets people so much. 

Charlie Echard Yes Replace   

Sarah Shoup Yes Replace This statue should be replaced with an educational monument 
that explains the history of the nations in this area, as described 
and dictated by representatives of such.  Failing that, it should be 
removed, as this man was a historical example of genocide, 
slavery, rape, deliberate disease spreading as a means of war, 
torture, and the worst aspects of colonialism.  Not to mention, 
the main justification for his continued prominence in the 
cultural narrative is “discovering America,” which is 
demonstrably false from several angles.  To leave this statue as it 
is, is to continue an antiquated, factually false, and frankly 
offensive and racist historical narrative.  At best, it would be 
replaced with a monument designed by the nations displaced by 
settlers in this area.  The next best thing would be nothing at all.  
The third option, which is frankly the best of the remaining 
offensive options, would be to do the absolute bare minimum 
and amend the statue to explain the cultural devastation that 
this historical figure actually wrought and figuratively represents. 

Carolyne Whelan Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was no hero. He was a murder and a 
rapist. He has no ties to Pittsburgh and his legacy of brutality has 
no place in my beloved park. What about Rachel Carson? She 
would fit in perfectly, watching over the entrance to our haven of 
solitude that is home to so many creatures. Or Mary Lou 
Williams, whose musical legacy would fit in well near the field 
that hosts a summer concert series and many romancing and 
guitar-strumming crooners. Heck, even Homestead hero Jeff 
Goldbloom would be a terrific watcher of our woods, I’ll gladly 
picnic by his feet and ponder if nature will find a way. Public art is 
important, and celebrating the best of our history is essential for 
illuminating the steps we still need to take. We don’t accomplish 
that with a narcissistic monster, we accomplish that with the 
story of how and why that monument was toppled. 

Sara Matvey Yes Replace   



Thaddeus Pellegrini Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is a symbol of intrepidity and fearlessness. 
He is a symbol of raw determination against daunting odds, and 
of courage in the face of death. To remove this statue would be 
to admit that these principles are not valued by the people of 
Pittsburgh. Further, to remove a statue of a historical figure 
because they do not embody the moral principles of the modern 
time is despicable and historically revisionary. To do so would be 
to cave to the historically ignorant, anti-American mob and 
solidify the Peduto administration as craven and cowardly.  
Christopher Columbus is an important symbol to the Italian 
American community, of which I am a part, who the city of 
Pittsburgh owes a debt to for playing a critical role in the heritage  
of our great city. If you remove this statue, you shit on the graves 
of my ancestors. You dance over their bones, and show utter 
disrespect to the Italian Americans who built the city of which 
you are only a part. Do not remove this statue. 

Thomas Barnette-
Contreras 

No Replace   

Kent   Yes Replace If we remove this statue, we remove history.  When will we learn 
context of the times instead of trying to destroy history? 

Shaelin spahle Yes Replace   

Quinn Cozzens Yes Replace Christopher Columbus represents genocide and colonialism. He 
represents stolen land and intentional murder of indigenous 
populations. The use of smallpox to kill indigenous people is well-
documented. To uphold Columbus in a city where, at Fort Pitt, 
indigenous people were intentionally infected with smallpox is 
unconscionable and has no place in the United States' so-called 
most livable city. If the statue is replaced, it should represent one 
of Pittsburgh's numerous non-white, non-genocidal communities 

Alan Hart Yes Replace Columbus was not an honorable person. He was a mercenary for 
the Spanish crown who committed mass murder and other 
crimes against the indigenous people of the West Indies in his 
lust for gold, launching a hemisphere-wide age of genocidal 
conquest of the peoples of the Americas. He should not be 
honored by a public statue. 

John Jendrzejewski No Replace   

Jim Kateluzos No Replace I think Jonas Salk would make for a better statue. Especially since 
he discovered the polio vaccine at Pitt U, which is near the park, 
and he made it so the vaccine was free. We need an inspirational 
figure like that in today's pandemic. 

Sari White No Replace The statue is art and should be left as is. 

Haliyat Oshodi Yes Replace   

Andrew Mackenzie Yes Replace   

James Doyle No Replace Love the idea of a Gene Kelly Singing in the Rain statue (idea 
credit @JanePitt) 

Zoë abersold Yes Replace   

Joseph Ravas No Replace if you take that down.  Remove one of Martin Luther King 



Rachel Floyd Yes Replace   

Joel Rosenbaum Yes Replace   

Linda Roney No Replace Good or bad Christopher Columbus is a part of America’s history 
and a statue cannot be blamed for the problems going on in our 
country today. 

Quincy Swatson Yes Replace No one responsible for the amount of genocide, blatant disregard 
for human life, and pure evilness ought to be honors in 
Pittsburgh. Here, in the “most livable city” we have an 
opportunity to continue to trail-blaze social justice, social reform, 
and societal reconciliation.  
 
We should honor Black Pittsburgh leaders for equity like; Nate 
Smith who fought for black workers to be allowed in the union at 
job like three rivers stadium, Rev. LeRoy Patrick who lead the 
integration of city pools; maybe Alma Speed Fox or Dr. Helen 
Faison who help the desegregation of public schools would all be 
welcomed and viable option. 

Kim Wilson No Replace Like it or not, this is part of our history. You can’t change it or 
erase it. You are only going to cause more hatred by taking it 
down. I don’t understand why you feel the need to divide the 
country anymore than it already is. 

Joann Fichter Hodder Yes Replace The statue is a part of history. You can not erase it, you can only 
learn from it. I am sick and tired of the criminal loudmouths 
destroying our city and our country. You don't agree with a 
statue, look the other way. People need to understand culture 
and society was very different in the past. What you deem as 
past wrongdoing, you try and make better in the present. 
Removing this statue does nothing for anyone. What will it prove 
and also where will it end. If the destroy and remove way of 
thinking is not stopped, I fear everything that we view as 
American will be taken away. 

JP   Yes Replace Byeeee 

Deanna Lee Yes Replace   

Barbara   No Replace All statues are part of US history for all people, not one specific 
race. 

Daniel Menges Yes Replace   

Emma Waite Yes Replace   

Aliana Rao Yes Replace History has proven Christopher Columbus to be an evil and ill-
willed man and he has no place in a city like Pittsburgh. 

Judy mackin No Replace Please do not remove history. Add other symbols. Stop the 
negativity. 

Susan Roardarmel Yes Replace   

Dana Smith No Replace No Action.  History is  full imperfect leaders.  Columbus as a man 
may have been flawed, but his impact on history as an explorer 
and discoverer,  which the statue reflects and signifies, is 
significant and the statue should remain. 



Jordan   No Replace   

Cheryl Surdick No Replace   

Kendal Johnson Yes Replace   

Lydia Massey Yes Replace   

Michael Murphy Yes Replace   

Maya   Yes Replace   

Lucia Miller Yes Replace   

Mary Maxwell No Replace Our statues depict our history, their story is our guide.  Tearing 
down, moving or allowing vandalism needs to be against the law. 

Rebecca Simon Yes Replace This should have been taken down a long time ago. We are way 
too behind on this action. Columbus is not a hero and should be 
recognized as the horrible man he was. Symbols like this are so 
dangerous and disrespectful. By leaving this up, you’re erasing 
the history of genocide and trauma brought on by Columbus and 
other colonizers onto Native Americans throughout Northern and 
Central America. 

Sarah Hengel Yes Replace Please remove this statue ASAP. 

Tyson Balmer Yes Replace   

Desetta Palmer No Replace Removing these statues is the most absurd thing I have heard of. 
You don’t remove history whether you like it or not. Leave the 
statues alone!! 

Aiden Murtha No Replace If its about the history just put in a museum. :) 

William Marchl Yes Replace Why not replace it with a statue of someone who actually 
accomplished something? A native, August Wilson or Rachel 
Carson? Warhol? Michael Keaton, Jeff Goldblum? Kids love Jeff 
Goldblum. Make him pay for it. I don’t know. Choose literally 
anyone who didn’t enslave, rape, and murder people. Why was 
this even here in the first place? 

Katie Betz Yes Replace   

capri catania Yes Replace   

Sam Soergel No Replace   

Kevin King Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was revered originally to celebrate Italian 
heritage and to better integrate Italians into American society, 
which we have since accomplished. The true history behind the 
man is much more widely understood now than before, and as a 
society in the current age, we must move on and not celebrate 
that particular legacy. We should replace the statue with 
something that better represents our collective values, racial 
justice being among them. 

Robert White Yes Replace   

Matthew Frazier Yes Replace It’s history that we should not be glorifying threw status. It can 
remain in history books but even then it should be changed. The 
history should include all that happened and not sugar coat it. 

Rachel Libros Yes Replace Christopher Columbus established a policy of genocide on this 
land. It is an embarrassment for the City of Pittsburgh to 
celebrate and honor this legacy. The statue must be removed. 



Sam Zucker Yes Replace America wasn't discovered by Columbus. There were already 
people living here and their ancestors are still here. I'd like to 
replace it with a sculpture by an artist from the Osage or 
Shawnee tribes that lived here. 

Susan Cheng Yes Replace   

Dorthea Geroulakos Yes Replace   

Christopher Foss Yes Replace Replace it with literally any indigenous American, or Jonas Salk, 
Fred Rogers, character actor Bill Nunn, or basically anyone from 
Pittsburgh who didn't commit genocide 

Stephen Vandrak Yes Replace   

Kalani Wojciechowski Yes Replace history isn't perfect. Learn from it, but don't  erase it. 

Neve Monroe-
Anderson 

Yes Replace   

Giovanna Guarnieri Yes Replace   

Ezra Stolz Yes Replace   

Anthony May Yes Replace   

Zachary Harris Yes Replace It's ridiculous that I even have to write this, but Christopher 
Columbus was a genocidal colonizer. A statue honoring him is an 
affront to just about everybody. There is no historical value in 
keeping it; to quote the Internet somewhere, people do not learn 
history from statues. Christopher Columbus is not in any danger 
of being removed from textbooks, which is how people DO 
actually learn history. I understand that Pittsburgh's Italian 
American community is particularly upset about this issue, to 
which I have to wonder: what do Italian-American Pittsburghers 
have in common with a European racist from 500 years ago? The 
only appropriate answer is: hopefully nothing! Take the statue 
down and replace it with a non-genocidal Italian. Take it down 
and replace it with a statue honoring an unsung Black 
Pittsburgher. Take it down and replace it with a sculpture that's a 
bunch of shapes! Just take it down. It's 2020. 

Sydney Martier Yes Replace I want the statue to be removed, but I don’t want the space to be 
empty. So I think it should be replaced with a more worthy 
candidate. 

Chloe   Yes Replace   

McGarrah Wilson Yes Replace   

Jessica Sorick Yes Replace   

Jessica wolfe Yes Replace   



Christopher Reaper Yes Replace At this point we need to recognize that Columbus was an awful 
human being. His actions as governor of Hispaniola were so 
outrageous and shocking that he was returned to Spain as a 
prisoner. He wasn't even a very good navigator, not only 
underestimating the circumference of the world but being 
convinced that he landed in the East Indies long after 
indisputable evidence that he didn't was clear. He literally 
discovered the Americas through accident and incompetence.  
 
We can recognize his role in the European discovery of the 
Americas without elevating him into mythical heroic personage. 
It's time we had a clear and honest evaluation of the man and 
decide if we, as a city, believe him worthy of this sort of honor. I 
happen to believe that he isn't and I would encourage all people 
to learn about the person from a neutral source before making 
their decision. 

Sarah Vine Yes Replace Our statues should reflect our values and the parts of our history 
that deserve veneration. The mythology around Columbus hides 
his brutality and that false narrative should not be continued. 
There are many other worthy people in history that we could 
choose to celebrate. 

Taylor   No Replace   

Rowan Wilkens Yes Replace I mean, all racism/genocidal history aside, Columbus didn't even 
do much. We celebrate him for "discovering" this continent when 
he wasn't the first to do so, and he literally came here on 
accident. celebrate someone better. 

Meghan   Yes Replace   

Sandi Welch Yes No 
Action 

  

Johanna Klotz Yes Remove   

Anita arguello Yes Remove It's been too long, the unjust elevation of monsterous men, the 
statue erections of men unworthy of praise and remembrance.... 
remove columbus immediately or shame on you then and now! 

Ricarda Hill Yes Remove   

Zeynep Ozkaya Yes Replace   

Alex Jackson Yes Replace   

Liv   Yes Remove   

Vincent Zeng Yes Remove This is not a symbol that the city of Pittsburgh needs to display 
publicly in any way. Christopher Columbus should not be 
venerated by such a monument (or at all). Please remove this 
statue as soon as possible. 

Alexis Buncich No Remove   

Matthew 
Kurtis-Allred 

Wyatt Yes Remove Sculptures are made for artistic or political reasons. This status is 
to falsely lay claim to history and attempt to create a narrative 
that is no longer needed. We no longer need to lie about our 
history to accept other cultures. 



Alaina Smith No Remove   

Kachina Mooney Yes Remove It’s time we face the hard truths of our past and make amends to 
move forward toward an equitable future for everyone. 

Mariana Olmeda Yes Remove   

Rachel O'Neill Yes Remove   

Brian Byrd Yes Replace There are many public figures from Pittsburgh, that should be 
commemorated with a statue. We don’t need this statue. Maybe 
the city can sell the statue. 

Mildred Myers Yes No 
Action 

  

meredith mehta Yes Remove   

Allison Grissom Yes Remove   

Amber   Yes Remove Pittsburgh used to be one of the most polluted cities in America. 
Now, it is beautiful and restored. If only there was a way to get 
rid of the poisonous symbol of racism, too! REMOVE THE STUPID 
STATUE SO WE CAN ALL MOVE ON. 

Robin Sowards No Remove Germany doesn’t have statutes of Hitler, we shouldn’t have 
statutes of Columbus. It’s appalling that in 2020 this is even a 
conversation we need to have. 

Caraline   No Remove   

Joseph Glassbrenner Yes No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus discovered America. 

Alexandra Nowalk Yes Replace   

Katherine Buick No Replace There are other leaders who deserve recognition who did not kill 
Indigenous people and colonize America. It’s time for the white 
supremacy (Italian in this awe) society we live in to get taken 
down a few pegs. 

Elisabeth Heffner Yes Replace Please replace statue with one honoring the lives of the many 
Native American tribes who inhabited Pittsburgh. 

Bridget Hughes No Replace   

Bridget Hughes No Replace   

Rachel Turnbull Yes Replace   

Hannah Gilbert Yes Replace   

Jelisa Naomi Lyde No Replace   

Katie Smith Yes Replace   

Claire Raines No Replace   

Sam   Yes Replace   

Giulianna Lamanna Yes Replace The Columbus statue should certainly be removed. It might be 
nice to replace it not with another statue of someone else, but 
with a tree to provide shade, maybe with a small garden around 
it. Maybe Phipps Conservatory could set it up, since they’re so 
close by! Just an idea. 

Lauren Jasper Yes Replace   



Erica Davis Yes Replace There are so many ways to celebrate Italian history without 
consequently celebrating the brutal conquering of Native 
American tribes. The fact that this statue sits so close to two 
institutions of higher learning makes it all the more disappointing 
that it was not already removed. 

Jason Godesky Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was one of the most vile human beings in 
history, and should not be honored by anyone, anywhere. 
Removing it is critical, but replacing it would be fine, too. Perhaps 
we could honor some true Italian-American heroes, like Sacco 
and Vanzetti. Or something to honor the Native American 
inhabitants of this land who were displaced by the genocide that 
Columbus began. But even if we don’t replace it with anything, it 
is critically important that at the very least we tear down that 
wretched statue. 

Rebecca Rust Yes Replace   

Madeline Barber Yes Replace   

Makayla McIlvee Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was not a heroic man. I am disappointed 
that the city I live in has a statue in his honor. 

Sarah Kipling McKay Yes Replace   

Brian Nuckols Yes Replace After consulting the historical evidence, it is clear to me that 
whatever virtues Columbus may represent the statue must be 
replaced. From accelerating the genocide of the Taino people to 
numerous examples of brutal beatings and rape his legacy is an 
egregious example of human rights catastrophe. A statue 
honoring this legacy is a stain on Pittsburgh, and a slap in the face 
to people of color.  
 
The statue must be removed and replaced with a local hero like 
abolitionist, journalist, and physician Martin Delany. 
 
Thank you! 

Sarah Tiffany-
Appleton 

No Replace   

Jeff Madison Yes Replace I would hate to see the Columbus statue go. I think it's one of the 
nicest statues in the city when including the pedestal it's on. I go 
look at it whenever I go to Phipps just to admire the 
craftsmanship of it. It wows me ever time. I even dragged my 
parents there one day. It's not like it's in a prominent spot like 
the Foster statue was. My parents started going to Phipps when 
it was still free and also lived in Shady Side for five years and 
didn't even know Pittsburgh had a Columbus statue until I 
showed it to them several years ago. We have a national holiday 
celebrating Columbus so I'm not sure what removing the statue 
accomplishes. 

Eden McQueen Yes Replace Absolutely outrageous to have a statue of Columbus in public as 
though he were a hero, rather than the ruthless perpetrator of 
atrocities that he actually was. Take it down as soon as possible. 



Kristin Komazec Yes Replace   

Molly O’Toole-
Sobczak 

Yes Replace Absolutely get rid of this racist/offensive statue. A genocidal 
colonizer like Colombia is not someone who deserves 
glorification and this representation of him is an embarrassment 
to our city. 

Jennifer Knowles Yes Replace He is a symbol of murder and oppression and he needs to be 
taken down for me to feel safe in this community. 

Annalisa DiPaolo No Replace   

Vienna DiPaolo No Replace   

Rosalia DiPaolo No Replace   

Kathleen DiPaolo No Replace   

Paul Bowden Yes Replace This statue is a hurtful monument to someone who committed 
genocide.  It deceives young people about the history of our 
country and hides the fact of the extermination of indigenous 
peoples who lived here before Columbus. Maybe it can be put 
together with all of the other mendacious monuments that 
should be taken down, or have been taken down already, to 
educate the public about the lies that monuments can tell. 

Henry Borish No Replace   

Giorgio DiPaolo No Replace   

James Geary Yes Replace Fuck that statue <3 

Philip Hnatkovich Yes Replace   

Michael Roth Yes Replace Columbus is not a hero and has no relationship to Pittsburgh.  
There is no good reason for us to have a statue of him. 

Brenda Rush Yes Replace   

Quinn Shannon Yes Replace   

Gloria MacLean Yes Replace The statue gets vandalized every year. It’s more trouble than it’s 
worth!  
Also, the enlightening of our society as to the true history tells us 
we should probably not glorify him. The glorification happened as 
a result of revisionist history and we can’t go back to our 
previous ignorance. 

Sara Thompson Yes Replace   

David Clagett No Replace   

Katie Crossen No Replace   

Jennifer   Yes Replace Please replace this statue with a figure we can respect. We can 
do better. 

Cortney Ressler Yes Replace Christopher Columbus should not be glorified. I can’t imagine 
anyone successfully debating that when actual facts are involved. 
Our children need to stop being misinformed and taught sugar 
coated lies in school. The majority of adult Americans refuse to 
believe the truth about this horrible man because of things they 
were taught in elementary school. 

Marion Holmes No Replace   

Caroline Nicolian Yes Replace   



Alison Winters Yes Replace   

Elena DelVecchio Yes Replace   

Kegan Heiss Yes Replace I believe this statue should be removed because celebrating the 
legacy of Christopher Columbus does not represent the values of 
our modern society.  Inits place I believe a contemporary artist 
should be commissioned to design a sculpture that represents 
America’s struggles to overcome its history of racial injustice. 

Robert Maddock Yes Replace Ś 

Katie Sasinoski Yes Replace This statue has to go. I don’t live far from Phipps Conservatory, 
well within walking distance, so I have to look at this eyesore 
whenever I want to go on an otherwise pleasant stroll. I am an 
Italian American, but so what? Christopher Columbus never 
represented me or Italy, he represented colonialism, the idiotic 
notion of white supremacy, and abuse. He brutalized the people 
that already lived here when he landed here (on accident, by the 
way, the incompetent buffoon) in 1492 and does not deserve 
praise for “discovering” this land because he stole it, plain and 
simple. His legacy is directly responsible for the marginalization 
of indigenous people today, forcing people out of their tribes and 
onto reservations and into rampant poverty, disease, addiction, 
and abuse. Why should we be reminded of that every single day? 
Why should he be celebrated for causing my BIPOC brothers and 
sisters pain? I don’t care if something gets put in it’s place, but 
the statue has to come down first. 

Aysha Salter-Volz Yes Replace   

Jacqueline Richey Yes Replace I am sorry that Italian Americans have taken Christopher 
Columbus as their hero. He found some Caribbean islands for 
Spain, quite an accomplishment. He was supposed to explore 
them, but instead he brutally conquered one of them. His 
treatment of the indigenous people was despicable, and his 
memory should not be honored with a statue. Take it down! 
Besides, recent research shows that Columbus was Portuguese, 
not Italian. 

Joseph Luke Paulina Yes Replace   

Nigel   Yes Replace There are honestly so many better Italians to idolize than that 
genocidal rapist piece of shit 

Robertludwig   No Replace Columbus was a terrible man. Bringing slavery to people where 
ever he set foot on their land 

Abigail Kroon Yes Replace   

Kathleen Herbstritt Yes Replace   

Charity Kheshgi Yes Replace It's time that we stop venerating colonizers and murderers. 

Jordana Rosenfeld Yes Replace   

Valerie Merlina No Replace   

Odile Enslen Yes Replace I think you should replace him with someone who actually 
represents science in some aspect since it’s in front of Phips. 

Isabel Landers Yes Replace   



Christopher Marx Yes Replace The Columbus statue should be removed. Monuments' purpose 
is to celebrate and commemorate their subjects. They elevate 
and legitimize their subjects. Columbus is not worthy of such 
commemoration in the US. His is not the "discoverer" of the 
Americas. His campaigns against the indigenous peoples living 
here for thousands of years were brutal, violent, and racist. 
 
For problematic figures of history one must weigh their atrocities 
vs their impact in the historical context. He was not an American; 
he did not discover America; and he played no critical role in the 
founding of the US. He was only introduced into the US discourse 
in the late 1800's as part of a normalization effort by Italian 
immigrants. He is a footnote in the broader context of the 
founding of the US - and his contribution to the nation is not 
nearly enough to outweigh his violent, racist, imperialist mission 
in the Americas. His elevated prominence here is an insult to the 
people he abused. 
 
The historical plaque qualifying it as a work of art by important 
local Frank Vittor such does not do enough to contextualize the 
monument this way. In its current place, it is a celebration of 
Columbus first and a work of art second. 
 
As such, I propose the statue replaced with someone of local 
importance such as Bigelow, Schenley, or Phipps. Then, the 
statue be moved and recontextualized in a proper art context 
such as the History Center or Carnegie MOA where it's obvious 
it's not a monument, but a work of art. 

Shannon loughner Yes Replace   

Nathaniel Fedor Yes Replace The idea of Columbus as being worthy of a statue has been 
problematic for a long time. He was not a good man, he was not 
a smart man, he actively participated and persued in the selling 
of children for obscene purposes. He was rich and stumbled into 
a continent, he is worthy of being forgotten. 

Madeline McGrady Yes Replace I stand in solidarity with the Council of the Three Rivers Indian 
American Center in calling for the removal of the Columbus 
Statue in Schenley Park. 

Michael Ferry Yes Replace Replace the statue with someone who actually contributed 
something to the city or country. Bobby Strayhorn was an 
intersectional artist from Pittsburgh who was already 
unrecognized for his contributions to jazz music when he was 
alive. There are plenty of important and influential people of 
color that should be recognized rather than someone decreased 
the value of our country. 



David Berkowitz No Replace As a member of the greater Pittsburgh area and regular visitor to 
the park, I do not feel a statue commemorating someone so 
integral to the organized enslavement of human beings reflects 
the values we hold dear. I believe the city could decide on a 
statue of somebody much more worthy to stand in Schenley 
Park. 

Kyra Baillie Yes Replace   

Reagan Harper Yes Replace   

Lerae Kroon Yes Replace   

Colin anderson Yes Replace This statue is a disgusting symbol of white supremacy and 
imperialism and it must go ASAP 

Sidharth Iyer Yes Replace The history of the glorification of Christopher Columbus does not 
stem from the actual actions of Columbus himself. He, along with 
those who came after him, entered this portion of the world and 
committed genocide. The statue stands as a reminder that this 
country still presents him as a hero, which is not okay. We only 
choose to honor Columbus because of the past anti-Italian 
sentiment that is no longer substantially there anymore. Now all 
that's left is a symbol of hate towards all populations that were 
impacted by genocide in this country. 

Ryan Barnes Yes Replace   

Leigh   No Replace   

Emma Rehm Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a reviled figure responsible for 
genocide. Every argument against removing the statue is a 
statement in support of white supremacy - a statement saying, in 
essence, white people do not care about the harms we have 
caused nor the harms we continue to cause. Can we for one 
moment consider that if people are harmed, it is our 
responsibility to acknowledge that harm and work to make 
amends? Removing this statue is the smallest action toward 
acknowledging harm and making amends, and the fact that it is 
requiring so much discussion speaks volumes about how much 
this city prioritizes non-white people.  
 
Remove it. 

Gonzalo Bird Yes Replace Please remove as it symbolizes white supremacy. 

Tyler Bickford Yes Replace We should not publicly honor this man who did so much harm 

Krista Cogan Yes Replace Although I respect the history of the statue and the pride of 
Italian Americans (I am one myself) in the myth of Christopher 
Columbus, the time has come to retire him. The documented 
truth is that the man was nothing like the myth. He was cruel and 
murderous and sold children to rich men - all historically 
documented in his own words. This statue is a relic of a naive and 
bygone era. It is not erasing history to remove him from a place 
of reverence and respect that the man does not, and never did 
deserve. We know better. His time is done. Further, he has no 
ties to our fair and vibrant city. Let us replace him with a statue 



of a true Pittsburgh hero. (I suggest Jonas Salk, but there are 
many.) 

Theresa Baughman Yes Replace If you are going to replace the statue, please choose a woman 
instead. Being so near to Phipps property it makes sense to 
honor a female scientist or botanist, although there are plenty of 
women of color who have made incredible attributes to the 
world that deserve lifting up. Do not replace this statue with 
another racist, or another white male figure. We have more than 
enough of those laying around. 

courtney plumley Yes Replace   

Dan Davis Yes Replace Christopher Columbus slaughtered and enslaved people. To 
honor him is blatant white supremacy. The fact that this is even 
up for discussion is ludicrous and the city of Pittsburgh should be 
ashamed. 

Sarah wasilewski Yes Replace Our country was built upon the backs of slaves and while we are 
not the ones who physically did so, we are the ones who have the 
power to right those wrongs. Now is the time to stand with our 
black brothers and sisters, showing them that we do not revere 
slave owners and colonizers and instead value their lives and 
contributions to our beauty of city. Pgh is ranked as the WORST 
city for black women in the Us. Removing this statue won’t fix 
those problems, but it will make a statement and help push the 
dialogue further. We love to say that Pittsburgh is “Stronger than 
Hate”, let’s prove it. 

Paige Rees Yes Replace   

Charlotte Yano Yes Replace Columbus was a genocidal murderer, not someone worthy of this 
level of celebration. Historic, yes. Honorable, no. Find something 
else that would celebrate the worthy contributions of Italian 
Americans. 

Dante Burns No Replace Colombus doesn’t even have a strong tie to Pittsburgh. Just 
replace it with something more meaningful to this great city. 

Gary Westmoreland Yes Replace   

Alison Chilcott Yes Replace   

John Lepley No Replace Please remove the statue and replace it with a tree and flowers. 
Columbus was a murderer. His celebration as a representative of 
Italian-Americans is derived from flawed historical memory that 
is based on myth and nostalgia. 

Caitlin Schroering Yes Replace   



Thomas Jackson Yes Replace Perhaps we can find a different Italian-American to honor in 
place of Columbus. That was the original purpose of honoring 
Columbus in this country, since 1492 there have been many 
much better Italian immigrants that we can hold up as an 
example. 

Anna Coufal Yes Replace   

Christopher Laychak Yes Replace History does not need erased, but it does need relearned. 
Columbus is not a man to be revered. He’s a violent colonist who 
“discovered” a land that had already been inhabited for 
generations. I say, remove the thing and put up a statue of a local 
native figure who deserves to be remembered. 

Nelida Plaza Yes Replace   

Carson Folio Yes Replace I'd enjoy seeing a statue or some kind of piece of art in this space, 
it's perfect for such, however it should not be christopher 
columbus. We should not celebrate a man who is responsible for 
genocide of native american people, he is no "saint". 

Leah Beveridge Yes Replace Columbus and his men enslaved, tortured, raped, infected, 
forcefully converted, and murdered Native Americans. He should 
not be celebrated or honored by having his own statue. 

Don Orkoskey Yes Replace The rapist and murder statue has got to go. It's insanely 
offensive. It should have been removed a long time ago. 

John Newman Yes Replace Columbus brutalized indigenous people. The myth of Columbus 
wasn't even popular until the end of the 19th century. We 
shouldn't be encouraging the next generation to look at genocide 
as something we reward with posthumous glory in a park. Please 
remove. 

Sedona Walker Yes Replace We should replace the statue of Columbus with a statue to honor 
the indigenous tribe(s) that lived in Pittsburgh originally. 
Indigenous people should be involved in the selection and 
replacement of the new statue. 

Kay Driggs No Replace It is disrespectful to our indigenous communities or any other 
POC to continue to keep this monument. He was imprissoned in 
his own time, because he was such a terrible person. 

Joanna Obuzor Yes Replace I would like to see the statue replaced with other artwork. The 
existing statue should be moved to a museum or other facility 
where it can be displayed while properly noting the damaging 
history around Christopher Columbus. 

Kathleen Painter No Replace Remove the statue and make a new home for it in a museum. 

John Mamas Yes Replace   

Natalie S Yes Replace   

Courtney Chapin Yes Replace i would also support replacing it with a statue that isnt harmful- 
but first we have to get it out of there 

Rachel Schaffer Yes Replace It is honestly ridiculous that this is even a discussion. Remove the 
statue. I'd suggest replacing it but we don't have the momet right 
now and it would be ridiculous to waste taxpayer dollars on a 
replacement when there are people starving in the streets. 



Lisa Belloli No Replace   

christina ong Yes Replace   

Elyssa Pollio Yes Replace   

Ceci Ebitz Yes Replace   

Gabrielle Rubinstein Yes Replace This statue is a constant reminder of the genocide of indigenous 
people. It does not represent the values Pittsburgh and our 
community should honor: values of respect, justice, and safety to 
name a few. Remove this offensive and outdated statue! Plus it’s 
not pleasant to look at in any way. 

Eric Schulte Yes Replace Columbus terrorized indigenous peoples by violently colonizing 
and enslaving them. His statue is a symbol of hate in our 
community that needs to come down! 

Alex Chin No Replace   

Kim Meyer Yes Replace   

Nathan Phillips Yes Replace   

Olivia Zane Yes Replace   

Cory Stillman Yes Replace Replace with a statue of a historically significant indigenous 
figure, or an influential person of color within the Pittsburgh 
community. 

Tatiana Chichilla Yes Replace Columbus was a rapist and slaver whose actions were abhorred 
even in his own time. There is no reason to have a statur of him 
anywhere. 

Randall hall Yes Replace I believe that the violence and oppression of our indigenous 
people throughout the Americas at the hands of Christopher 
Columbus overwhelms any possible celebration of his 
exploration. I am 39 years olds and this has been widely known 
and spoken of since I was in high school and able to understand 
more complex history.   
I understand the desire of Italian-Americans and other people to 
want to simplify the story of Columbus and overlook the horrors 
of his actions which included outright slavery and murder of 
Caribbean natives. But to do so also suggests slavery “wasn’t that 
bad” or “the discovery is worth the human cost”.  I don’t think 
it’s necessary to debate these issues to recognize that celebrating 
Columbus with a statue in a neighborhood with an extremely 
diverse student, worker, and resident population is ignorant.  
I suggest local residents of South Oakland and members of the 
Italian-American community in Oakland and Greenfield suggest 
possible replacement figures and a historical figure worth 
celebrating replace Columbus with a new statue.  
Thank you for listening and I hope the issue is taken seriously. 



Warren Davidson Yes Replace Statues of Christopher Columbus were erected across the United 
States in the period 1880-1920 as a way of symbolizing (or 
arguing for) the acceptance of Americans of Italian descent. 
(Pittsburgh was a bit late to the effort.) Italian immigrants had 
been looked down on, and in some cases even lynched. Putting 
up statues of an Italian was a way of recognizing the 
advancement of Italian-Americans. We know now, though, that 
Christopher Columbus was a perpetrator of genocide against 
native populations - hardly someone we want to be celebrating. 
In keeping with the original purpose of the Columbus statue, let’s 
replace it with a celebration of Italian people and culture in the 
US. For example, a statue of the Italian-American writer of 
wonderful children’s books, Tomie de Paola, who died this year. 
A statue of him with spaghetti pouring out of  the “magic pasta 
pot” from one his Strega Nona books would be a fun monument, 
and point to the Italian origin of the pasta that has become so 
prominent in American culture. 

Kristan Abeshouse No Replace As an American of Italian heritage, I think we need to remove this 
monument. 

Lindsay Dragan Yes Replace The Columbus statue needs to come down. He violently 
colonized, enslaved, and exploited the indigenous peoples of the 
Americas, and set off a mass genocide of said peoples. As a proud 
Italian-American, I don’t buy the argument that Columbus is an 
example of Italian excellence. He isn’t. The represents humanity 
at its worst. Why not replace the statue with an example of a 
good Italian-American, like Pittsburgh’s own Bruno Sammartino? 
As far as the Columbus statue is concerned, it should be crushed 
to pieces and/or thrown in the river. Pittsburgh is faced with 
another opportunity to lead by example. Rise to the challenge 
and don’t mess it up. 

Max Garber Yes Replace There is very little taught in our schools or seemingly publicized 
about the native people who were here before any europeans. It 
would be fitting to have something honoring them. 

Leah Whitacre No Replace There is no good reason for us to celebrate and honor a statue of 
someone who destroyed and abused Native communities. This 
would be a great opportunity to erect a statue honoring the Black 
men of Pittsburgh that served as the first EMTs at Freedom 
House in the 1960s. 

Jeff Ruby Yes Replace   

Patricia Tran Yes Replace   

Amy Risko No Replace It is time we acknowledge our country’s history and begin to tell 
the truth. We can choose as a community to not honor the 
genocide and conquest that this statue represents. 

Lindsey Bieda Yes Replace   

Margo Smith Yes Replace Pittsburgh doesn't need a statue of a man who primarily brought 
enslavement and disease to the Americas. 



Patrick Dunn Yes Replace Remove the statue first, then replace it with a new display piece 
that is also voted on by the public. 

George Karam Yes Replace Christopher Columbus represents the origins of European settler-
colonialism in the western hemisphere. He is the catalyst that set 
off countless imperial projects, most notably the 13 British 
colonies and eventually the United States of America. It is vitally 
important to critically examine the atrocities (and the people that 
are responsible for them) that define our history, our present, 
and very likely our future, if we do not subsequently reject and 
dismantle those worst elements of our society. 

Shane Gring Yes Replace Columbus terrorized indigenous people by violently colonizing 
and enslaving them. Pittsburgh has so many other people and 
stories to be proud of and celebrate publicly. 

Tom Watson No Replace Honoring Christopher Columbus with a statue is problematic due 
to the violence he perpetrated upon indigenous peoples, the 
launch of the transatlantic slave trade, and the purposeful 
introduction of lethal diseases. 

Julia Pirie Yes Replace   

Adam Leibowitz Yes Replace There are better people to honor. 

Natalie Watson No Replace There is nothing Columbus did for this city. There is nothing 
Columbus did for this nation. Columbus never set foot in North 
America. Where he did travel he brought genocide. 

JOSEPH REED Yes Replace   

John Van Horn Yes Replace   

Stephen Timko No Replace We must undo the whitewashing of one of history's greatest 
monsters. What he is notable for ("discovering America") is also a 
lie, so there's no reason to keep his statue. 

Bryan Thompson No Replace   

Trevor Bublitz Yes Replace We shouldn’t have statues of genocidal rapists in our city. It’s 
tacky 

Trevor Wilson Yes Replace   

Ian Harris No Replace Move to museum. Replace with John Brown 

Christine Cargnoni No Replace I am a native of Pittsburgh and although I live in Florida full time, 
I still call Pittsburgh my home. I cheer for the Pittsburgh teams as 
well as visit on a regular basis.  My son still lives there and we are 
both graduates of the University of Pittsburgh. I take great pride 
in my Italian heritage.  Italian Americans petitioned for 
recognition in the form of Christopher Columbus. My view of this 
statue is our heritage and contribution to the US melting pot, not 
just the actions of one man.   Thank you for your consideration. 
Christine C. Cargnoni 

Katherine Ptak No Replace   

Ellen oordt Yes Replace   

Chloe S. Yes Replace   

Isabelle Carpenter Yes Replace   

Aimee Everett Yes Replace   



Cas Pellegrini Yes Replace This is a Frank Vittor statue!  You must not remove it!  Regarding 
Columbus' history, much more time needs to be spent 
considering context, verification of accusations, Italians who 
would feel insulted, etc.. before making such a drastic, 
permanent change. 

Cheryl Kotowski Yes Replace   

Kacee McKnight Yes Replace   

Jennie Vorhauer Yes Replace I am positive we can choose a less horrific figure to 
commemorate. If not just put up some abstract art. 

Michelle Soto Yes Replace I would very much support this statue being taken down!  As a 
former PPS teacher, I would prefer our statues to be 
memorializing other folks, perhaps like Maria Monetssori or 
Galileo to highlight our cities amazing italian heritage. 

Gordon   Yes Replace   

Katie West Yes Replace If you truly care about the residents in our city, you’d remove the 
statue 

Bridget Seery No Replace   

Katherine 
Anne 

Davoli Yes Replace Being an import only a few generations back, I do not feel it is my 
place to suggest what alterations or replacements would be 
appropriate to turn this horror into something that might repair 
our relationships with or satisfy the needs of indigenous peoples 
of this region.  Rather, I would defer to them on the matter.  But I 
support its removal, replacement, defacement, or alteration 
however they see fit. 

Andrea Ketzel Yes Replace From childhood, we are taught misinformation about the history 
in our country. Columbus is no exception to lies of our past. The 
historic oppression of Minorities, People of Color, Women and 
Indigenous People should not be celebrated in monuments. 

Jack Taylor Yes Replace The Christopher Columbus statue represents and celebrates a 
genocide that is hurtful and harmful to many Americans and 
Pittsburghers. By allowing the statue to stay up, we are 
participating in the white-washing of history and the erasure of 
indigenous culture and struggle. Take down the statue now! 

Cindy Strosser No Replace Celebrating Columbus as the "discoverer of the new world" is so 
wrong on so many levels. 

Cricket Houser No Replace Allow indigenous artists to design a public art piece to replace 
the statue and financially compensate them fairly for it. 

Zach Trozenski No Replace The statue should be removed. Full stop. We as a city should take 
a stand and not praise genocidal imperialists (who have zero ties 
to our city) but should instead honor indigenous peoples who are 
of critical importance to our region and our shared history. It’s 
important to learn from our mistakes and acknowledge that the 
Columbus statue should not be there and rectify it. 

Margot Spiker Yes Replace The Christopher Colombus statue represents a man and a history 
that oppressed, killed and denigrated indigenous peoples and 
cultures. This statue can only serve to hurt our fellow citizens and 



remind people of a very harmful part of our past. It must be 
removed. 

Matt Very Yes Replace   

Cindy Crabb Yes Replace   

Amber Hartung No Replace   

Johnny   Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a colonizer who never saw or stepped 
foot in North America whose presence resulted in the 
enslavement, displacement, and genocide of millions of 
Indigenous people. Why is he memorialized in a statue in 
Pittsburgh (also a major site of genocide of Indigenous people, 
but with a different specific context), other than to uphold a 
fantasy of white supremacy and european domination? No one 
should be proud to have him as their ancestor. Those who are, 
are not people who make me feel safe or welcome in Pittsburgh. 
Pittsburgh is full of white supremacy, and this 
poll/statue/conversation is a prime example. Remove the statue 
and reach out to Indigenous people to learn about why it's 
important to do so. Pay them for their time and labor. To be 
accountable for the harm one has caused, one first has to stop 
the current violence. 

Lori King Yes Replace   

Christopher Langer Yes Replace   

Mike Boylan No Replace Born and raised in Pittsburgh. Spent most of my life there despite 
now living in CA. The statue should be removed, or be replaced 
with a more appropriate figurehead, and not one that 
memorializes oppression and acts of violence against minorities. 

Kacie Hodgdon No Replace   

Andrea Laurion Yes Replace Definitely take that statue down as soon as possible. It would be 
nice to honor a Black person from Pittsburgh who isn't an 
athlete. 

Katherine Ickes Yes Replace Replace with an indigenous person, woman, POC, literally anyone 
other than him. 

Jacob Klinger Yes Replace Rapists and murderers do not deserve to be honored. How the 
fuck are y’all gonna say Pittsburgh is Stronger Than Hate and still 
roll with this, or act surprised when our cops keep moving how 
they do? Symbols matter. And while you can’t undo much of the 
harm that Columbus and his ilk did - genocides are permanent - 
you open the door for some reparation when you acknowledge 
that they deserved, and always deserved, a watery grave. 

Jessica   Yes Replace Remove the statue of Christopher Columbus and replace it with a 
local historical figure instead. 

Maribeth Hamel Yes Replace   

Shanna Mckaveney No Replace   

Jeremy Durman Yes Replace Replace with a black historical figure 

Mazza   Yes Replace Genocide is not to be celebrated 



Joseph Adiutori Jr. Yes Replace This statue isn't just about one man, it's about history, culture, 
community, art and architecture. I would entertain new signage 
to provide context of Christopher Columbus' legacy, but also the 
context under which the statue was constructed. This is a unique 
piece of art history and it should be allowed to age in place. 
 
"At Pittsburgh's first celebration of Columbus Day, in 1909, an 
occasion marked with parades, fireworks and banquets, plans 
began for a monument to Christopher Columbus... 
 
The location selected in 1926 was in a circular enclosure between 
the park's two main approaches at Forbes Avenue. The site, 
which would have placed Columbus at the very front of the park, 
was rejected by the DPW Director and the Art Commission, the 
latter advising that it would seriously interfere with the view of 
the Schenley Memorial and would not harmonize with the 
development of the entrance. 
 
In 1958, after almost fifty years of effort, the statue was 
unveiled. 
 
Frank Vittor, Italian-born local sculptor with a preference for the 
heroic and colossal, produced this Columbus Sculptor in five 
months of around-the-clock work. It is one of his largest pieces in 
the city. Vittor's brother, Anthony Vittor, carved the ornamental 
detail on the granite base. 
 
Note: Most of Vittor's grandiose pieces have been lost or 
destroyed." 
 
Reference: Discovering Pittsburgh's Sculptures. Pittsburgh: 
University of Pittsburgh Press, 1983. 
https://historicpittsburgh.org/islandora/object/pitt%3A31735057
894895 

Sydney DuBose Yes Replace   

Hilary Buttenfield No Replace   

Holly Best No Replace   

Leslie Johnson No Replace Leave the statue and add a plaque that updates public opinion 
about Columbus. Stressing his racial transgressions but also 
stating he is long credited with being an explorer who 
“discovered” the continent or whatever he can rightfully be 
credited with. We can’t ditch all our early historic figures who are 
both good and bad. 

Anna cunningham No Replace   

Lauren Kowalski Yes Replace   



Hannah Landesberg Yes Replace This monument sends a message that we continue to overlook, 
make unsafe and insecure, many members of our country and 
community. It is a despicable statement. We are given an 
opportunity now to enact change. There are many histories to be 
honored, to actually inspire the common person. This is not one 
of them. This is a heritage to be ashamed of, and we cannot even 
begin to amend the genocide of the Native American people, or 
the wrongs that continue to impact their communities. This is a 
symbolic gesture. These ills will no longer be passively accepted. I 
say melt it down. It doesn't belong in a museum. 

Angela Gagnon Yes Replace   

Clare Strosser Yes Replace   

Cory Clemente Yes Replace The Columbus statue has absolutely no business being displayed 
like it is, and is a disgrace to the entire Pittsburgh community. It 
should be removed, and should’ve never been put up in the first 
place. We need to do better as a community. 

Brenner Burkholder Yes Replace The statue is a reminder of the violent colonization of indigenous 
people in the Americas as well as globally. Take  it down. 

Trieste Devlin Yes Replace I believe the Columbus statue should be removed ASAP as a start, 
with time for the community to discuss the content of a possible 
new statue to replace it. The removal is the most important step 
for me. Columbus was a colonizer who didn't even "discover 
America", whose legacy is one of hurt. I'd rather see a statue 
centering someone local to Pittsburgh who has made a positive 
difference for our city. A Black leader perhaps? Or a statue to 
commemorate the work protestors are putting in at this time to 
bring positive change and safety? First thing first, Columbus has 
to go. 

Sarah Kuhn Yes Replace As a nation, we must face our brutal, hateful, racist and violent 
past in order to create a better future. Super- racists like 
Christopher Columbus must no longer be revered and put on a 
pedestal ( literally) in our general public consciousness. We must 
lift the wool off of our eyes collectively and refresh our 
“heritage”. It is irresponsible to have a statue like this anywhere 
but a museum, where his legacy can be explained in a manner 
that is truthful and inclusive of  the dark side of his story. The 
youth must be taught that he raped &  murdered thousands of 
indigenous people. This is not something that should be 
celebrated but learned. Native American people native to this 
area should be consulted on what they might like to see put in 
it’s place. 

Emily Lynn Forney Yes Replace   

Alex Topper Yes Replace This statue should be removed at a bare MINIMUM. and replaced 
by one of the many figures of color if historical importance to the 
city of Pittsburgh. 

Elika Gowda Yes Replace   

Jenna   Yes Replace   



Raeann MacNeil Yes Replace   

Matt Britton Yes Replace Surely there's a better historical icon for a statue than Columbus. 
It's not like he's connected with the city in any meaningful way, 
and the man has a laundry list of reprehensible behavior to 
include being admonished in his own time for his brutality. We'd 
be better off with no statue than keeping this one, but I see no 
reason we can't use the space to celebrate someone worth 
celebrating. 

Leyna Quigley Yes Replace   

Maija Mednieks Yes Replace Christopher Colombus never set foot in the United States, was 
imprisoned in Spain for his cruelty, and on top of all the genocide 
was a child rapist who got a posthumous pardon because the 
United States needed a mythological founding figure that wasn't 
from England. 
 
His continued presence as a statue is an affront to basic human 
dignity, and is a contribution to the overlooked atrocities of this 
country's past. 

Zach Hartman Yes Replace   

Neville Caceres Yes Replace Christopher Columbus and everything he represents is very 
disrespectful to me and my culture. I am from Puerto Rico, one of 
the first places he landed on, and spent a decent amount of time 
there. He along with his entourage almost completely wiped out 
my Native Taino ancestors. Contrary to popular belief, disease 
didn’t wipe out Caribbean natives, but rather the overworking 
and torture killed them. They greeted the Spanish foreigners with 
nothing but open arms and gifts, and instead were given death 
and decimation of their people. Since there weren’t enough 
Tainos left to exploit, that’s when the African Slave trade began. 
Then the continuing enslavement and torture of some of my 
other ancestors began. 
 
To myself and many others, Columbus doesn’t represent 
freedom and exploration, but instead, death, destruction, and 
enslavement. He represents the colonial mindest that has ruined 
so many cultures. He represents the culture that was taken away 
from my Taino and African ancestors. He represents everyone 
else that contributed to these atrocities. So when I look at a 
statue of Columbus, I feel the weight of my ancestors, centuries 
of generational trauma, and it hurts. I’m reminded of everything 
that happened. I’m reminded that our society praises him and 
everything he represents, which directly disrespects my very 
existence, one that was sought to be held down in society and 
dehumanized. To keep his statue up contradicts many beliefs 
America claims to hold. 

Heather Conrad Yes Replace   

alyssa hollabd Yes Replace get this out of here. 



Chad Beisner Yes Replace   

ross caruso Yes Replace   

Alexander Johnson Yes Replace I would encourage the statue to be replaced with a notable Black 
or Indigenous person, perhaps specifically from the Pittsburgh 
area. 

Elias Low Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a violent man who symbolizes the 
brutal destruction of colonization and annihilation of Indigenous 
peoples in the Americas. We must not honor his name. 

Ciro Black No Replace As an italian-american, I am disgusted any time this wretched 
man is used as a symbol of our heritage. Please remove this 
statue and dispose of it. It has no historical significance and will 
continue to be a memorial to the man as long as we continue a 
white washed version of his history generation after generation. 
If you want to replace the statue with other italian-american 
figures, I would personally love one of Nicola Sacco and 
Bartolomeo Vanzetti, who were falsely accused of murder and 
then executed because they were italian immigrants and their 
political beliefs. 

Timothy Broman Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is emblematic of the worst of white 
privilege. The story we learn is of an intrepid explorer, opening 
up new worlds. Refusing to believe the Earth was flat. When in 
reality, everyone knew the world was round and Columbus was 
stupid enough to think it was SMALL. Only the existence of the 
Americas saved him and his crew from starvation and death. 
Columbus failed upwards in history like no one else. He should be 
remembered for nothing more than opening an age of pain and 
suffering through his ignorance, and we don't need statues for 
that. 
 
I also hope that votes for "Remove" and "Replace" are combined 
to be counted as votes *against* leaving the statue in place, 
rather than a cynical way to divide the anti-statue vote to help 
keep it in place through a strict plurality interpretation of the 
outcome of this vote. 

Lauren Taylor Yes Replace   

Ryland Mettee Yes Replace   

Alexander Orenstein Yes Replace Pittsburgh is not a city to celebrate a genocidal maniac. Get that 
affront to basic human decency out of our city. 

Daniel Carroll Yes Replace   



Laura Brun Yes Replace Please remove and/or replace the Christopher Columbus statue. 
This is a blight on our community. There is no Pittsburgh-specific 
tie to Columbus, nor any reason to keep this statue besides the 
fact that it has previously been here. That's not a good enough 
reason. There are so many powerful, educational figures in 
Pittsburgh's history who would be more valuable to honor and 
who would ACTUALLY be lost to history without this local honor. 
Teenie Harris, August Wilson, Mac Miller, Vanessa German, Julia 
Warhola, Thaddeus Mosley (a sculpture of him OR by him), 
Michael Chabon (right across from the Cloud Factory!), George 
Romero, the list goes on of possible Pittsburghers who would be 
amazing to honor in this location. Why not? 

Dillon Lareau Yes Replace We should not be honoring such an awful person with a statue in 
our lovely city. Please remove the statue. 

Laura Abbott Yes Replace   

Jaime Taylor Yes Replace   

Gregory DeCarolis Yes Replace Who we choose to honor from our past speaks volumes about 
where we are at present and where we want to go in the future. 
We must take the opportunity to remove this symbol of white 
supremacy from our city. The lie that a European “discovered” 
America was historically used to justify the genocide of 
indigenous peoples and the theft of their land, and it continues 
to shape xenophobic attitudes today. The very names of our city, 
state, and country are likewise legacies of the systematic erasure 
of all but white men. Removing the statue won’t magically undo 
these injustices or the many others that pervade our society 
along racial and ethnic lines. However, it’s a small step in the 
right direction. It boils down to a simple choice: should we 
continue to honor racists, rapists, murderers, and colonizers like 
the one currently on a literal pedestal in Schenley Park? I say no. 

Joyce Donadee No Remove Please remove this statue from our park.  It represents to me a 
man who brought disease and death to a whole population of 
people.  As a former teacher I want our children to see statutes 
of people who are role models for them. 

Jessica Guan Yes Remove   

Sarah McCormick Yes Remove   

Emily Durham Yes Remove Christopher Columbus was a racist and a murderer, and to 
celebrate him is to whitewash the US's violent colonialist history. 
It is abhorrent that we still have his statue erected today. It 
MUST come down. 



Ethan Gladding Yes Replace The legacy of Christopher Columbus is built on fiction. None of 
the voyages Columbus took from Spain ever set foot in the 
United States, he traveled to many of the modern Caribbean 
countries and landed in Mexico where his crews were known to 
take local people prisoner, extort valuable trade goods from 
them, and brutalize their populations including raping and 
enslaving them. The only part he plays in the history of this 
continent is one of violent subjugation of native peoples.  His 
cruelty was even known and admonished even in his own time 
when during a voyage Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand 
removed him from governorship of the colonies he established 
following reports of his use of mutilation and torture to maintain 
control, because of this he and his brothers were imprisoned on 
their return to Spain.  
 
Christopher Columbus has no place in our town squares, his 
contributions are part of the brutal history  of colonization and 
the systematic genocidal exploitation of the native populations of 
the Americas by European powers. He should be discussed in 
context with slavery and the irreparable harm sanctioned under 
colonial governments and not given a place of honor.  
 
Remove this statue from our city park it has no place on a 
pedestal in a civilized society. 
Replace it with someone who embodies the modern spirit of 
Pittsburgh, perhaps "Edward Michael 'Mike' Fincke" the 
Astronaut, or those in the medical field like Rachel Carson or 
Jonas Salk, Maybe music Billy Strayhorn. 

Sara Coffey Yes Remove This statue is outdated and has to go. 

Giaco Gentile Yes Remove   

David Bowers Yes Remove   

Jacob Levy Yes Remove As a resident of Italian heritage, I understand the pride that 
comes with said heritage. Yet I feel no connection to the 
Columbus State like so many claim, rather I feel shame and 
disgust every time I walk or drive past it. Pittsburgh itself has 
been home to many great Italian-Americans such as Dan Marino 
and Italian immigrants such as Bruno Sammartino. Christopher 
Columbus on the other hand has no connection to this city and 
no reason to be here. Why we feel the need for a statue of a man 
who did nothing for this city or its people and rather murdered, 
raped, and stole from indigenous people is beyond me. History is 
taught through text and carried by voice, not through useless 
statues. This statue serves as little more than a symbol of 
colonialist/imperialist ideas that are rooted in racism, prejudice, 
and hate. This statue has no place in a city that claims to be so 
"open" and "equal" when it clearly does little to live up to those 
characterizations. I love this city and I love the people, but it's 



because of that love that I believe we can and SHOULD do better, 
so those of my fellow citizens, that may not feel as welcome and 
loved as I do, know that they are being heard and appreciated. 

Lydia   Yes Replace I believe the Christopher Columbus statue should be removed 
and replaced with something that highlights the positive and 
inspirational parts of Pittsburgh’s history. Whether that is a 
cultural work of art or a new statue of an individual who made a 
positive difference in our city or our country’s history. Whatever 
is put there in replacement of the Christopher Columbus statue 
should bring awareness and respect to the diversity in our 
community. 

Gabrielle Hill Yes Remove   

Luna Lauther No Remove   

Ethan Baker Yes Remove   

Emily Zuris Yes Remove   

Anya Reiser Yes Remove   

William Howison Yes Remove Christopher Columbus is one of the people responsible for the 
ongoing genocide of Native Americans. This man should not be 
celebrated. He was a slave holder and a murderer. 

Scott Bricker Yes Replace There are many people Pittsburgh should be celebrating who 
don't have ties to genocide. I would like to offer someone or a 
group associated with the Underground Railroad which 
Pittsburgh played animportant role. However, if it must be 
replaced by a statue of an Italian or Italian American here are 
some ideas https://www.huffpost.com/entry/italian-americans-
who-fou_b_8280484 

Sean Coxen Yes Remove The Christopher Columbus statue is an ongoing and daily slap in 
the face to our Indigenous neighbors and a celebration of the 
theft of their land, destruction of their cultures and massacre of 
their ancestors and living relatives. 
This would be an easy way for this city to do something good, 
that should have been done long ago. Take the damn statue 
down. 

Andrew Krivansky No Replace I would be fine with Remove or Replace. If it does get replaced, it 
should be replaced with a statue honoring a person of color from 
the Pittsburgh area who has made an impact on the world. 



Mazen Megahed No Remove   

Jordan McCann No Remove   

Benjamin Case Yes Remove It's 2020. Do we really want to continue celebrating a fictional 
history of our country? Christopher Columbus arrived in this 
continent by accident and sought exploit the resources and 
enslave the people here to enhance the wealth and power of 
European monarchs. That set in motion a long series of events 
that would lead us to today, and that history is important to tell 
and tell accurately. Columbus statues just perpetuate a false 
history, and that is increasingly painful to a lot of people. Time to 
take down these statues. 

Justine Mamrol Yes Remove   

Melissa Ford Yes Remove   

Ruth Marshall Yes Remove   

Danielle Calling Yes Replace   

Izza Choudhry Yes Remove   

Rileigh Dowling Yes Replace   

Nicole Auerbach Yes Replace   

Kristin Yahner Yes Replace Would love to see the statue of Columbus replaced with a statue 
dedicated to the indigenous peoples who lived in the Pittsburgh 
area prior to colonization. 

Ragini Rangan Yes Remove   

Ethan   Yes Remove   

John Bell Yes Remove We should not honor colonizersand we do not need another 
symbol of white male supremacy. 

Maham Ahmed Yes Remove   

Gabrielle Norton-Moore Yes Remove Please remove this rapist monster's statue as he should not be 
commemorated for his genocide and monstrous actions! 

Sri Akkineni Yes Remove   

Julia Raytselis Yes Remove   

Aaron Pavlick Yes No 
Action 

  

Sarah Thornton Yes Remove   

Beej   Yes Remove The statue serves no purpose but as a reminder to the racist and 
genocidal legacy of its subject. Most residents aren't even aware 
of where in Schenley Park the statue is located. I've lived closer 
to this statue than just about any other Pittsburgh resident, and 
for 10 years I did not even know where the statue was located. 
Why bother keeping this divisive and pointless relic around to 
brew more anger and contention? What connection does 
Columbus have to Pittsburgh, to the residents of Oakland, to 
Schenley Park? None.  
 
If this is a matter of Italian pride, there are better Italians to 
choose from. Giuseppe Garibaldi never committed a genocide, 
and is in fact the originator of the modern sense of Italian pride. 



So why not a statue of a true Italian hero instead of a genocidal 
lost sailor? 

Mike McCarthy Yes Remove   

Laura Salgarolo No Remove   

Tyler McAndrew Yes Remove I think you'd better tear that thing down before the people do it 
for you. 

Stevie Gallo Yes Remove Christopher Columbus is a joke of a historical figure and the way 
the US has chosen to idolize a imperialist rapist and murderer is 
beyond me. This statue has no place in Schenley Park and should 
be removed and not replaced. Statues are also just dumb and 
ugly plant a tree instead 

Owen Kahn Yes Replace Replacement suggestion: Statues of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo 
Vanzetti. 

Mev Howison Yes Replace   

Samuel Gespass Yes Remove   

Michael Phillips Yes Remove   

Casey Madden Yes Remove bitchtopher colombitch 

Andrew MacLeod Yes Alter If you've ever seen problematic old Looney Tunes cartoons (think 
Bugs Bunny nips the Nips), they have a disclaimer at the 
beginning. They own up to the fact that the cartoon is offensive, 
but have a sentence there like "To modify or erase it would be to 
pretend it never happened". I say keep it, but with a plaque like 
that disclaimer 

Kylie McCutcheon No Replace Columbus and his men enslaved many native inhabitants of the 
West Indies and subjected them to extreme violence and 
brutality. Columbus wasn't the first to discover the New World 
and ultimately didn't have anything to do with Pittsburgh 
specifically. Why leave a statue of a person that represents so 
much negativity, when it could be replaced with someone with 
ties to Pittsburgh that represents something positive 

Ellyana Gomez Yes Remove   

Wesley   No No 
Action 

  

Harper Keith Yes Remove   

Joel McCarthy Yes Remove Columbus was a genocidal psychopath who murdered, enslaved, 
and tortured the indigenous people in the Americas. He was so 
brutal that he even got thrown in jail by his employer the Spanish 
crown. He has no place being honored by a statue in our city. He 



should be consigned to history textbooks to be studied with the 
worst abuses of colonialism. 

Martha Smee Yes Replace   

Lindsey   Yes Remove   

Bryan Pendleton Yes Replace   

Emily Ebling Yes Remove   

julia koehl Yes Replace Christopher Columbus committed genocide 

Bailey Brown No Remove It's time to acknowledge this continent was built on violence and 
conquest, and question what we can do to heal the wounds done 
unto our native people and the land. 

Dov CB Chernomorets Yes Remove   

Megan Lovett Yes Remove   

Alissa DePiro Yes Remove Columbus was a racist colonizer, responsible for the murder and 
death of indigenous peoples. I don't want a statue to him in my 
city. 

Sean Jamison Yes Replace There are other people who are cooler than Columbus. Replace 
Columbus with Pitt legend Tony Dorsett!! 

Leigh Bukowski Yes Remove   

Thomas Obusek Yes Replace I think it's only right in this day and age of acknowledging our 
country's morally bankrupt history, to replace this monument 
erected to honor a racist genocidal colonizer, with, perhaps, a 
monument to honor one of the millions of people oppressed and 
slaughtered by him and those who took after his bloody example. 

Harisa Martinos Yes Replace   

Haley Maher Yes Replace   

Alison Oehler Yes Remove I strongly believe the Christopher Columbus statue should be 
removed.  He represents a tragic history of colonialism and 
slavery and should not be celebrated with a large statue in a 
public place in our city.  If we are truly aiming to be "the most 
livable city" in America, we need to remove openly racist and 
offensive landmarks and should replace them with monuments 
to people who have been historically underrepresented, so we 
can be proud of our landmarks and learn from them! 

Emilee Betz No Remove   

Jen   Yes Remove   

Hugh O'Neill Yes Replace I'd rather we had a statue of just about anyone or anything else, 
but I think that Andy Warhol would be a good and relevant figure 
of celebration to the city Pittsburgh and their people. 

Melissa lancellotti Yes Remove   

Brandon Brewster Yes Replace   

Ameloa rosenstock Yes Remove   

Chade Darby Yes Remove   



Nicholas Redondo III Yes No 
Action 

Let’s not try to rewrite history to appease a group of 
hypersensitive mental midgets who are completely unaware of 
their nation’s history or the understanding of what makes this 
nation so great. 

Crystal Hall Yes Replace   

Dustin Butoryak Yes Remove We simply cannot idolize people who not only condoned but 
participated in rape, murder, and theft of land and property. It is 
incorrigible, and this statue does not represent the beliefs of the 
people of Pittsburgh. 

Chris Lisle Jr No Replace I think it should be replaced either with Amerigo Vespucci (who is 
the actual person that discovered America) or someone 
influential in American history (Harriet Tubman, Susan B. 
Anthony, John Lewis, etc). 

Sammantha Parsons Yes Remove I think it is an insult to have a Columbus statue in our city, it 
should be removed and replaced with a real hero. 

Daniel Giosta Yes No 
Action 

Columbus Day and statues of Christopher Columbus honor 
contributions of all Italians who came to America seeking a better 
life for themselves and their families. Columbus statues were 
erected to symbolize anti-racism and anti-Italian sentiment in the 
late 1800s and early years of the 20th century. During those 
years Italian immigrants were clubbed and fatally shot; relegated 
to second-class citizen status. 

Joshua Rosen Yes Remove   

Stephanie Klotz Yes Remove   

Joshua Zhanson Yes Replace This statue of Christopher Columbus, a man who contributed 
directly and indirectly to the genocide of millions of indigenous 
peoples, should be removed as soon as possible. Ideally, this 
statue could be replaced by a statue by a BIPOC Pittsburgh 
sculptor, but the first priority is to remove this statue 
immediately. 

Teryn Vardoulis Yes Replace I believe this statue should be replaced by a positive role model 
that contributed to all groups of people in our society. 

Hess Velnias Yes Remove   

Elijah Hughes Yes Remove   

Adam Thomas Yes Remove   

Beyvan Schantz Yes Remove   

Daniel Evans Yes Remove   

Brittany Martin No No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus is history - he is the reason this country is 
now ours. It is shameful that a country should try to erase its 
history, just because someone is offended. We all have faults - it 
is our faults and the people of history's faults that we should 
learn from - not hide from. 

Aoife Mcbride Yes Replace   

Giuliana Galati Yes Remove   



Sam Nigh Yes Remove Replace with a statue of a nice frog instead. Who doesn't love 
frogs? 
 
Seriously, level this statue. Wipe it from the face of the Earth. 
This statue is a harmful symbol, and glorifies a man who 
"discovered" a new continent through rape, murder, and pillage. 
 
It should not be controversial. There is no purpose for this statue 
to exist than to perpetuate racism. This is not politics. This is not 
being "politically correct." This is about removing glorifying 
symbols of evil souls. 

Sophie Shack Yes Remove   

Emily Sespico Yes Remove   

Gabriela Cadahia Yes Replace There are countless indigenous historical figures that could 
replace the Colombus statue, which holds little relevance to the 
city of Pittsburgh and equally little importance to its residents. 

Any Johnson Yes Remove   

Keilah Vidal Yes Remove   

Phoebe   Yes Remove   

Harmony Sullivan Yes Remove I'm glad to be living in a time when we are finally, as a society, 
acknowledging that those we once thought of as heroes are 
actually responsible for atrocities and should be seen as such. 

Virginia Mulky Yes Replace   

Koa Reitz Yes Remove   

Perri Hollar Yes Replace   

Linda Vacca Yes No 
Action 

Leave things alone.  History is what it is. 



Alina Harbourne No Remove Christopher Columbus, anti-Semite and bigot: “ YOUR 
HIGHNESSES, as Catholic Christians and Princes who love the holy 
Christian faith, and the propagation of it, and who are enemies to 
the sect of Mahoma [Islam] and to all idolatries and heresies, 
resolved to send me, Cristóbal Colon, to the said parts of India to 
see the said princes … with a view that they might be converted 
to our holy faith …. Thus, after having turned out all the Jews 
from all your kingdoms and lordships … your Highnesses gave 
orders to me that with a sufficient fleet I should go to the said 
parts of India …. I shall forget sleep, and shall work at the 
business of navigation, so that the service is performed.” 
 
Christopher Columbus, slaver: “(The native people) ...do not bear 
arms, and do not know them, for I showed them a sword, they 
took it by the edge and cut themselves out of ignorance. They 
have no iron. Their spears are made of cane… . They would make 
fine servants…. With fifty men we could subjugate them all and 
make them do whatever we want.“ 
 
Christopher Columbus, homicidal monster: Notes from a priest 
who accompanied Columbus, “They took infants from their 
mothers’ breasts, snatching them by the legs and pitching them 
head first against the crags or snatched them by the arms and 
threw them into the rivers, roaring with laughter.... With still 
others, all those they wanted to capture alive, they cut off their 
hands and hung them round the victim’s neck, saying, “Go now, 
carry the message.” 

Dane Holtz Yes Replace   

Kaitlin Sweeney Yes Remove   

Lisa Varecka No Replace Columbus' statue should be replaced any of the following Italian 
Americans from Pittsburgh:  
the late Richard Caliguiri, Pittsburgh 54th mayor; NFL Dolphins 
Hall of Fame quarterback Dan Marino; crooner Perry Como;  Joe 
Negri from Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood or Steelers fullback Franco 
Harris. 

Lara Haase Yes Remove   

Katherine McFarland Yes Remove   

Faith Ruck Yes Replace This statue should removed and replaced by a dedication to all of 
the Indigenous nations that have historically called the Pittsburgh 
area their home (Shawnee, Osage, Monongahela, and more) 

Mark   Yes Remove   

Kristin   Yes Remove   

Nathan Raabe Yes Remove What Columbus brought to American history is imperialism and 
death. 



Adina Hilton Yes Replace The legacy of Christopher Columbus is not a proud one. Our city 
should be a place of community, kindness and and safety for 
everyone. Columbus murdered thousands of indigenous people 
and was proud of that killing. 
We should replace the statue with a Pittsburgh resident who 
bettered the city and the community in some way. What does 
Christopher Columbus have to do with Pittsburgh? We should 
honor a Pittsburgh community leader or activist that made real 
change in our city. 

Jessica Jones Yes Replace Please consider replacing with something honoring the 
indigenous people of Pennsylvania. 

Lucy   No Replace   

Alysha Lieurance Yes Remove There shouldn't be statues valorizing people who raped, 
tortured, and enslaved people. This isn't a hard concept. 

Adam Butkus Yes Replace I wish the statue was of a local woman, and there are plenty to 
choose from. 

Ron Lunde Yes Remove If people knew the true history of Columbus, they would want a 
different statue. We should divide the problem into subproblems 
and solve them independently. First remove the statue, next 
decide if we want something else there, then decide who or what 
that should be, and then commission it. This doesn't need to be 
difficult-- it is just basic problem solving and project 
management. 

Rachel Mejalli Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a terrible man who did many terrible 
things and we should not be honoring him with a statue. The 
statue needs to be removed and can be replaced with a more 
honorable person and someone who actually did good. 

Christina howell Yes Remove   

Nathan James Yes Replace I think it needs to be replaced with a symbol that promotes 
diversity and true quality. 

Terra Ferderber Yes Remove Remove it. 

Katie Johnson Yes Replace I would love to see the statue replaced with public art that 
commentates the experience and culture of the indigenous 
peoples who lived on this land long before Christopher Columbus 
and other white colonizers came to claim it as their own. 

Joey Leonard Yes Remove   

Dylan Kersten Yes Remove   

Clay Stasenko Yes Remove   

Jarrett Hawrylak Yes Remove   

Tori Coughlan Yes Remove   

Casey Kilroy Yes Replace   

Joshua   Yes Remove   

Casey Weaverling Yes Replace I would like a new statue dedicated to a virtue or ideal like unity, 
hope, or care. But I also want the current statue taken down asap 
and want that regardless of what may or may not become its 
replacement 



Kalie Frisky Yes Remove It’s a shame we idolize someone who stole land from people and 
then created a negative narrrative 

Jake G Yes Replace Please replace this statue with a statue of someone better. Some 
great options: Mac Miller, August Wilson, Mr. Rogers and Mike 
Tomlin. Thank you for your consideration 

Natasha   Yes Remove   

David Gray Widder Yes Replace The Christopher Columbus Statue does not belong in Pittsburgh. 
Columbus did not discover North America, but instead facilitated 
the near-extinction of many of the Indigenous folks already 
present through mistreatment, slavery, and disease.  
 
I ask that the Pittsburgh Art Commission commission a Native 
American artist to replace the old statue with one acknowledging 
and celebrating the indigenous history of the Pittsburgh area. 

cassia priebe Yes Replace Replace with a statue of Roberto Clemente! 

Nathan Lampenfeld Yes Replace Replace with a statue honoring Indigenous tribes of Pittsburgh. 

Lindsay Mullen Yes Remove columbus was a rapist and a murderer. why are we celebrating 
this? 

Jesse Soracco No Remove   

Erin fullerton Yes Replace   

Pam Dowling Yes Replace   

Adam thomas Yes Remove No more monuments to murders! 

Tyler Chilcott Yes Remove   

Allie   Yes Replace Replace Columbus with a local indigenous person 

mackenzie draper Yes Remove   

Jessica Bevan No Remove   

Nadia Wojcik Yes Replace   

Krystina Krysiak Yes Remove   

Delaney Arbore Yes Replace   

Fred Mergner Yes Alter I feel that removal of the Christopher Columbus statue sends a 
message that erases the legitimacy of 528 years of history, and 
the societies created in that time, in the Western Hemisphere.  In 
its worst form, it would suggest that the United States and all 
Western Hemisphere countries should not exist.   
We cannot erase, rewrite or change history, but what we can do 
is thoughtfully discuss, understand and learn from history in 
search for a better future. 
I suggest that a new plaque be placed on the base of the 
Christopher Columbus statue that stimulates thoughtful 
discussion of our history. 
Removal of the statue and pretending the history doesn't exist 
will teach us and future generations absolutely nothing.  What is 
the old saying?  "Those who forget history are doomed to repeat 
it." 



Catherine Salvatore Yes Replace We need to replace this statue with one that honors one of the 
MANY notable BIPOC Pittsburghers of our city’s past/present.  
Through doing so we show that as a city we believe BIPOC youth 
not only matter, but can and will ascend to greatness as their 
ancestors have, despite innumerable obstacles. Representation 
matters. 

Claire Singer No Remove I just moved out of pittsburgh a few weeks ago and I think it’s 
essential that the statue  be removed - as a city with a strong 
tradition of white nationalism and supremacy, it’s important we 
reckon with our history and work with organizers to make a 
change. The art world plays a key role in that and there is no 
reason we should be venerating a colonizer who led to the 
deaths of so many indigenous people! 

Roger Day Yes Alter Add a couple of other statues of equal size, 
representing the victims of Columbus's genocide and theft, 
with a historical plaque listing some of his crimes.  For example, 
from wikipedia: 
"accusations of tyranny and incompetence on the part of 
Columbus had also reached the Court. Queen Isabella and King 
Ferdinand responded by removing Columbus from power" 
"Columbus once punished a man found guilty of stealing corn by 
having his ears and nose cut off and then selling him into slavery" 
"a woman [was] paraded naked through the streets and then had 
her tongue cut out for suggesting that Columbus was of lowly 
birth" 
"many natives were killed, and then paraded their dismembered 
bodies through the streets" 
"Because of their gross misgovernance, Columbus and his 
brothers were arrested and imprisoned upon their return to 
Spain" 

Rebecca Aguilar-Francis Yes Remove   

Maria Mangano Yes Replace Replace with a monument to indigenous peoples! 

Taylor Grieshober Yes Remove   

Jessica Gold Yes Remove Our city’s public art should represent the values we as a 
community want to uphold. The Christopher Columbus statue 
does quite the opposite; it valorizes a figure who was responsible 
for immense violence against Indigenous people and the ruthless 
colonization of their land. As a Jewish woman in Pittsburgh, I feel 
that our recent “Stronger Than Hate” motto will continue to ring 
hollow until we reckon with the history of racism in this city, 
make  significant changes, and heal collectively. Removing the 
Christopher Columbus statue alone doesn’t do that, but it is a 
powerful and symbolic move in the right direction. This work is 
challenging and painful, but it is so important, and I believe in our 
ability to do better. 

Robin Thomas Yes Remove   

Erin Anderson Yes Remove   



Jennifer Sosa Yes Remove I live close to schenley park and I do not want my child to grow 
up seeing this statue that praises the actions of Christopher 
Columbus.  Children need positive role models who do not have 
innocent blood on their hands. 

Anne Gormaley Yes Replace It should be replaced with a monument that honors the First 
Nations people that this land was stolen from (Osage) and the 
Osage should have full power over what the monument would be 
and say. 

Isabella Bedard Yes Remove   

Jamie Leonardi No Replace There are many more fitting people to pay tribute to than this 
tyrannical man who was responsible for the death of hundreds of 
thousands of people.  (And I’m a native Pittsburgher of of Italian 
heritage.) 

Haley Arbore No Remove   

Rache   No Remove   

anisha reddy Yes Remove   

Christian Freeberg Yes Remove   

Helena Richie Yes Remove   

Stacey Becker Yes Remove Altering the statue is meaningless; Columbus should not be a 
public memorial, even if he is somehow contextualized properly.  
The statue should be removed as quickly as reasonably possible.  
My preference would be for local artists who are people of color 
to be given the lead voice in eventual discussion about a 
replacement that would honor Pittsburgh's Black and Indigenous 
communities. 

Chelsea Lefever Yes Replace I'd like to see the statue replaced with something that truly 
honors the indigenous people of this area, before the invasion 
and destruction of the area caused by Columbus. There were 
many tribes in this area before colonization. I'd like to see a 
statue that honors that. 

Jeanean Naqvi Yes Remove   

Kristine   No No 
Action 

Save history. Those who don't know history are doomed to 
repeat it. 

Dallan Halkias Yes Remove   

Isabel Ksenak Yes Replace I think that the statue should definitely at least be taken down. 
Christopher Columbus was a raging racist who was a big player in 
starting slavery in the United States when he helped to colonize 
the country. I think the statue should be replaced with the statue 
of a civil rights leader to counter this racist statue with a real 
American hero. 

Emily   Yes Remove   

Lingwei Cheng Yes Remove I hope Pittsburgh do more to acknowledge the Native American 
heritage around the city. It will not only be a just thing to do but 
also bring more diverse cultures and histories to enrich the 
identity of the city. 

Emily   Yes Replace   



Daniella Trimble Yes Remove As a proud Pittsburgh citizen, I believe that this city can find a 
better alternative than a man who committed genocide and rape 
to celebrate in our public spaces. 

Isabella Demo Yes Remove   

Sophie Lane Yes Remove It is embarrassing that it still there due to the atrocities he 
committed. 

Austin Hackman Yes Replace Replace by asking bipoc communities what they'd want to see. 

Samuel Miller Yes Remove I’ve live in Pittsburgh for 25~ years and I’ve hated that statue 
since I went to Phipps for an elementary school field trip. This 
statute in conjunction with our education about CC only 
further establishes this narrative that we accept him and his 
accidents. Get him outta here 

Pegah Zarandi Yes Remove   

Ashley Fersch No Replace   

Molly   Yes Replace Replace the statue of this monster with someone who actually 
means something or is significant to Pittsburgh 

Sheridan Feck Yes No 
Action 

  

alyx   Yes Remove tear it down. maybe replace it idc. 

Seth Kornbau Yes Remove   

Chelsey Engel Yes Replace I live in Brookline and work in downtown Pittsburgh. I've been a 
life-long Yinzer, a proud Italian, and seeing Christopher Columbus 
treated like a hero makes me sick. I would love to see this statue 
removed and replaced by one of many amazing Black leaders this 
city has been blessed to share a town with. Stay blessed. 

Jorie Bagnato No Replace The history of Columbus is inaccurately portrayed in history 
books in this country. He is not worthy of a statue in his honor. 
This statue should be removed and replaced with a more noble 
and respectable individual. 

Susan Wiedel Yes Remove Remove the statue. 

Hana Uman Yes Remove   

Lakshmi Amin No Remove   

Ian Price Yes Replace The statue needs to be replaced with one that better represents 
the times and the needs of current citizens. The symbol of 
Washington Irving's mythical Christopher Columbus helped 
Italian-Americans integrate into US society; speaking as an 
Italian-American that integration is complete and the statue no 
longer serves the purpose it once did. The historical Columbus is 
not a person to venerate publicly. A person or symbol that helps 
us move forward with our current challenges would be more 
appropriate. Given the climate crisis, I suggest replacing the 
statue with one dedicated to Rachel Carson, a Pittsburgh native 
who for decades past and to come is a luminary in environmental 
issues. This is particularly appropriate for Schenley park, adjacent 
to Phipp's Conservatory. 



Claude Corbett Yes Remove Christopher Columbus committed a genocide of indigenous 
people a long with being a pedophile and a rapist. 

Jake G Yes Remove   

Nate Huffman No Replace   

Emily Kiernan Yes Replace   

Lindsey Muth Yes Replace Replace or remove. 

ana valades No Remove Remove this statute of genocide. 

Emily Vanderveer Yes Remove   

Mark Hupkowicz Yes Remove Christopher Columbus was an Italian explorer, and his funding 
came from Spain. Italians may not have fully been held in high 
regard throughout America's more recent history. His actions led 
to the white exploration of North America, and with that, a 
forwarding and cascading effect on the indigenous peoples of 
North America. Sadly this also introduced indentured servitude 
due to a need for labor. As a country whose core values are to 
protect and care for the people of this country regardless of race 
or ethnic background, to those same people, the statue is a 
reminder. A reminder of a dark history. Even if, as a white 
person, you nor your family may not have direct lineage to 
anyone that may have contributed to the horrors that looms over 
this country's past, for many that statue serves as a reminder. A 
reminder of genocide. A reminder of slavery. a reminder of civil 
rights that are still being fought to this day. As Americans we 
should be better than to have a statue that's stands also as a 
symbol of lost heritage. as a white American I can trace my roots 
of my ancestry back through Europe. Statue such as these remind 
people that their heritage is lost to time through forced 
relocation of ancestors. It's not fair and it's not American to 
subject fellow Americans to such reminders. Thank you for your 
understanding and time 

Ryan Wolf Yes Replace   

Megan Swackhammer No Replace I would like to see this statue removed and ideally replaced with 
one of a BIPOC who had an impact on Pittsburgh. Columbus was 
not truly the first European to come to the US and committed 
horrible crimes against the native people he encountered when 
he did get to the US. It would be wonderful to have someone 
truly admirable memorialized that we could all look up to. It 
would also allow black or indigenous children to see someone 
who looks like them and made an impact on our city being 
remembered and celebrated instead of yet another white man. 

Janke Mains-Mason Yes Remove If the vote is to replace, please don’t just replace with another 
racist person//colonizer. Also consider taking this time before the 
vote to learn about Cristobal Colon and the genocide he brought 
upon Native Americans. 

Bob Clark No No 
Action 

  

Nicole Richardson Yes Replace   



Lisa Wolfe Yes No 
Action 

While I wouldn't be in favor of a new Columbus statute, I don't 
feel the current one should be removed. Rather, I believe he was 
an explorer and adventurer who did some inappropriate things in 
a very different time. We should use this statute to assist in 
teaching history, warts and all. Likely without Columbus' 
exploration many of us would not be living here, and while he 
shouldn't be exalted as a hero who did no wrong, he can help to 
teach us about both the good and bad of the heritage of many of 
those of European descent living in this area. 

Jessica Toth Yes Remove Remove!!! 

Julie Cruz Yes Remove Christopher Columbus was responsible for  terrible treatment of 
America’s indigenous population and should not be celebrated. 
Take it down! 

Kelly McMasters No Replace   

Nika Finkelsteyn Yes Remove Reverence for Christopher Columbus in the form of public 
idolization is at best outdated, and at worst abhorrent and 
inhumane. The atrocities that Columbus committed against 
humankind should not be celebrated with statues nor holidays, 
regardless of whether or not his mistakes led to the 
establishment of our country. 

Dana Patsey No Remove   

Robin Clement Yes Remove   

Peter Makary No Replace   

Tyler Mannion Yes Remove Beyond the obvious horrors Columbus has wrought, he has no 
connection to Pittsburgh. 

Jennifer Glazer Yes Remove   

Cary   Yes Remove   

Jonathan Burgess Yes Replace I’d love to see this statue replaced with either a public sculpture 
or a statue honoring someone with an actual connection to 
Pittsburgh. 

Chanel Greenlay Yes Replace   

Kaitlin Kerr Yes Remove   

Christopher Johns Yes Replace While Columbus is certainly an important historical figure, 
placing a decorative statue of him in a public setting, a setting in 
no explicit way meant to teach the bracket of history 
encompassing him, implies that he is someone to be celebrated 
and admired. It takes very little time reading the factual 
information about the acts he committed to determine that he is 
not. He clearly considered personal gain the primary motivation 
for the atrocities he committed, which were often reported as 
appalling, even in his less-enlightened era. The most important 
step in correcting this is unquestionably the removal of the 
statue, though replacing it in addition (assuming funds are not a 
major concern) could be an effective and important statement as 
to the type of person who IS someone to admire. Altering it 
would carry an air of trying to "disguise" or put a "pretty face" on 
the mistake of erecting the statue in the first place. 



Megan Miller Yes Remove   

Grace Poling Yes Remove   

Katherine Millard Yes Replace I suggest the committee look into replacing Columbus with a 
statue of August Wilson, an important Black Pittsburgh figure. 

Aanchal   Yes Remove   

Ryan Ferrante Yes Remove   

Eric Duffy Yes Replace There are many Italian-American PGHers that deserve a 
memorial and Columbus ain’t it 

Guillermo Santiago Yes Remove   

Jennie Benford Yes Replace   

Robert Salera No No 
Action 

I am a native Pittsburgher, an Italian-American, and the great 
grandson of immigrants. This statue represents more than just 
Christopher Columbus. It represents the contributions of Italian-
Americans. People like my great-grandfathers, who came to this 
country for a better life and worked as janitors, factory workers, 
and coal miners. And their sons, who fought for this country in 
World War II. And my father, a Vietnam-era veteran. And my 
brother, a Navy veteran.  
 
Italian-Americans represent the very best of what the American 
dream means. To remove this statue would be a slap in the face 
to us. 

Jae Lynn Yes Replace Replace the statue with a historical figure with a more positive 
legacy, or replace it with a statue of a famous Pittsburgher. 
Maybe a Gene Kelly statue? 

Naomi Greenberg Yes Replace It’s time to take down this symbol of Whitewashed History and 
replace it with a new statue or piece of art that represents under-
represented important historical figures, especially brown, black 
and indigenous womyn. 

Donovan   Yes Replace Please replace ether statue of Columbus with one of the many 
great African American scientists or artists who call Pittsburgh 
home. Lots of places have statues of racist ok Columbus...but 
how many statues of August Wilson are there? 

mario   Yes Remove We know the evil he did and represents in this world. Take it 
down. 

Joshua 
Michael 

Patton No Replace Christopher Columbus should not be honored or remembered as 
anything other than one of history's villains. A friend of mine has 
the idea that this statue should be replaced with one of Roberto 
Clemente, or (at least) another Pittsburgh figure. At this point, I'd 
welcome a statue of Sienna Miller instead of Columbus. 

Maddie McGrann Yes Remove   



Mary Chase Yes Replace I am a born and raised Pittsburgher from South Side who spent a 
lot of time in Oakland growing up.  I have a great deal of 
childhood memories around Phipps, Flagstaff Hill and Schenley 
Park.  This statue is a crucial part to none of them.  It only stands 
as a vague background image, essentially interchangeable with a 
statue of any other person.  As an adult I would love to see it 
replaced with someone who is a true credit to Pittsburgh—
Columbus never even stepped so much as a foot in Allegheny 
County. I believe a proper replacement is a secondary 
conversation, though off the top of my head I can think of at least 
a dozen worthy and relevant Pittsburghers who would be 
excellent candidates to showcase our local spirit. 

Heather Hackett No Remove Although I don’t live in the city limits, I’ve lived in the city proper 
for the better part of my 19 years in Pittsburgh and would love to 
see our community take a stand by aligning together to remove 
this statue. Thanks for engaging residents in this process. 

Simon Fite Yes Remove   

Jeff Kaplan Yes Replace   

Tiffany Merriman-
Preston 

Yes Remove When we erect a statue in a public space, we’re sending a 
message to everyone who encounters it about who is to be 
revered and respected and raised up on that platform. This 
statue does not reflect the values we should embrace as a 
community, and it is causing harm. Let’s take it down, in order to 
make space for the people it has harmed, and aspire to 
something better as a community. 

Sara Crawford Yes Replace We live on stolen land. How about a tribute to this concept? 
While giving preference to an indigenous artist?Christopher 
Columbus is an abominable representation of the character of 
this country. We need to take a stand against our past, by 
rebuilding the future. 

Jennifer Layman Yes Replace Please remove this statue and replace it with a statue of 
Nonhelema, a Shawnee chieftess. 

Jillian Fleckenstein Yes Remove It's blatantly racist outdated and misinformed garbage. 

Daniel ryave Yes Replace We have so many more deserving Pittsburgh heroes that deserve 
a statue. Roberto Clemente! Mr. Rogers! Mario Lemieux! Michael 
Keaton! 

Alan Bower Yes Replace There have been many other people throughout history that 
have had a more positive and visible impact on our society. The 
time for lauding murders and pillagers like Christopher Columbus 
has passed. 

Robert Lucas No Replace I work in Oakland and frequently walk through Schenley Park on 
my lunch hour, passing right by the Columbus statue and Phipps.  
I have always found it strange that Columbus is celebrated there 
with zero connection to our city or that fine park. That statue 
should be replaced by a statue of someone of historical 
significance to Pittsburgh, ideally a person from a minority or 
disadvantaged group. 



Barbara Warwick Yes Replace Replace it with a plaque or artwork honoring the native people of 
this area. And plaque should also include a comment reminding 
people that the new work replaces the CC statue that stood there 
before and why that statue was removed. 

Jennifer McGlothin Yes Replace As an Italian American, I would love to see someone worth 
honoring. This statue needs to go. 

Justin Beveridge Yes Remove   

Keren Wheeler Yes Remove Please remove this statue. This statue stands for mass murder 
and land theft. Even Columbus, Ohio has removed a Columbus 
statue. To the extent that the statue was intended to honor 
Italian heritage in Pittsburgh, there must be a better 
representation, for example, a prominent person of Italian 
descent who has contributed to this city. 

Brianna Tomci Yes Remove As a Puerto Rican woman, the history of Christopher Columbus 
for my people and I is very traumatizing. This man murdered my 
people, raped them, and took their land. The idea of having him 
as a statue only supports these ideals. We can learn about the 
history without having this statue traumatizing the ancestors of 
the people affected by this history. 

jackie   Yes Replace   

Bill   Yes No 
Action 

Leave it be. FUCK!! Don’t you assholes have anything better to 
do? If it gets taken down you should be ashamed of yourselves. 
Fuck you fuck Pedildo fuck blm. 

Mark Robinson Yes No 
Action 

  

John Mattie Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is a myth and contributes nothing to the 
historical legacy of the Americas but violence and abuse. As this 
is the location of the former Forbes Field, I recommend a 
commemorative statue of humanitarian efforts of Roberto 
Clemente, a brave, compassionate Pittsburgher who faced 
adversity and discrimination and nonetheless strove to serve his 
community and help others. 

Joseph Sandler Yes Replace There are plenty of black Pittsburghers who could be honored 
instead of Columbus, who has literally nothing to do with this 
city. 

Julian Dunn Yes Remove Remove it or replace it.  He was an atrocious figure who should 
not be celebrated. 

Kristyn Felman Yes Remove The statue should be removed or replaced as the celebration of a 
mass murderer is offensive to descendants of those impacted as 
well as to decent people of all origins.  There is much Italian 
American history to celebrate but the “discovery” and 
subsequent destruction of this country’s first civilization does not 
qualify. 

Julia Zebley No Replace This is a layup, please remove this statue, also get rid of the 
holiday although I'd still like the day off. Can't we have 
Juneteenth or something off instead? 
 



Replace it with Roberto Clemente or Willie Stargell instead, they 
didn't commit genocide. 

Scort   No No 
Action 

The band wagon and mob approach to things that happened in 
our past has gone too far. We can learn from the mistakes, and 
the positives that came from those before us. 

Peter Webb Yes Replace America can only progress in civil liberties if she reconciles with 
her colonial history 

Adam Rauf Yes Replace please replace this statue with someone who would represent 
pittsburgh's history and values better, like Roberto Clemente or 
Fred Rogers.  Thank you! 

Robert Wallace Yes Replace The city of Pittsburgh should not honor Columbus, who 
perpetrated genocide on the native population of the island of 
Hispaniola. Plenty of famous Pittsburghers are more worthy of a 
statue, so this statue should be replaced with a statue of a 
famous Pittsburgher. Roberto Clemente already has a statue, but 
he would be an appropriate choice given the proximity of the 
statue to the former location of Forbes Field, where Clemente 
played most of his career as a Pittsburgh Pirate. 

Sam Pace Yes Replace This statue celebrates the colonial massacre of the native people 
of this country... the first and original inhibitors of this land.  It’s 
time to come to terms with our past, and make positive changes 
that reflect our real history....  
thanks 

Aasta Deth No Replace It would be great to have the statue replaced with a significant 
person of color, to Pittsburgh or nationally. But if the funds aren’t 
available for replacement, then removal would be optimal. 

Sarah Tandean Yes Replace   

Alyssa   No Replace   

Sydney Reyes Yes Remove   

Janet Lunde Yes Remove I live in Squirrel Hill and travel past the Phipps frequently. I hate 
seeing that statue of a man who enslaved, raped, and committed 
genocide: 
 
"Population figures from 500 years ago are necessarily imprecise, 
but Bergreen estimates that there were about 300,000 
inhabitants of Hispaniola in 1492. Between 1494 and 1496, 
100,000 died, half due to mass suicide. In 1508, the population 
was down to 60,000. By 1548, it was estimated to be only 500." 
("Columbus: The Four Voyages, 1492-1504", by Laurence 
Bergreen, quoted in Vox.) 
 
That statue is an affront to indigenous people, and to anyone 
with a conscience. Whatever statues of historical figures that the 
city displays publicly should not be of people of his ilk. 
 



He wasn't even such a great explorer. Every educated person in 
his time knew that the Earth was round. His argument was that it 
was much smaller than had been calculated, so that it would be a 
quick voyage to the Indies. He was wrong. 

Sophia Basse Yes Replace   

Emily Stoner No Replace   

Janessa Walter Yes Remove   

Tricia Burmeister No Remove   

Robyn Smigel Yes Replace Replace with Native American representing the original 
occupants of the land where it stood. 

Kassi Horton No Replace   

Denese Colangelo Yes Remove This statue needs removed. It’s harmful to the Black community! 
Period 

Regan Moore Yes No 
Action 

I honestly could care less. However. There is too much unrest in 
this country and to a degree Pittsburgh, and all of Allegheny 
County. Removing will cause violence. 

Theresa Lesnoski No Remove   

Jeremy Norwood No Remove   

Rachael Ellis No Replace   

Dana Schultz Yes Replace This is not what the city of Pittsburgh stands for. 

Johanna Rennhoff No Remove   

Rob ross No Remove   

Alara Benedict Yes Remove Replace with 

Daniel Sun Yes Remove   

Maura Frank Yes Remove   

Keanna Cash Yes Remove   

Jessica Ghilani Yes Replace By replace I mean with someone else who has immediate 
relevance to Pittsburgh and who does not have such controversy 
and violence attached to their legacy. 

Leah Humes No Remove Replacing would be ok, too! But let’s not celebrate colonization, 
racism and genocide. Let’s build a monument to something that 
speaks to the good in humanity. 

Alisar Mustafa Yes Remove   



Jamil Tomlin Yes Replace August Wilson could use a statue ..... 

Jessica   Yes Remove   

Zachary Barber Yes Remove   

Matt Gibeaut No Remove As you may know, Columbus never set foot upon our country. He 
didn’t discover this continent. AND he was solely responsible for 
the death of thousands of humans that were here long before 
him.  
We don’t need to memorialize this person. He didn’t contribute 
to the advancement of humankind.. thank you 

Carolyn Hunter Yes Replace Replace with Black figure 

Sean Lehr-Nuth Yes Remove Christopher Columbus committed genocide he should not be 
celebrated. 

Hannah Sahud Yes Alter I think that public art is important.  I assume that removing it 
means nothing in it's place.  And that replacing it is much more 
costly than altering it.  No action is not appropriate in this 
political climate.  I recommend altering it.  Keeping the statue 
and altering the plaque to note what is celebrated about 
Columbus and what is controversial about Columbus.  Things are 
not black or white -- they are often gray. This is a chance to. 
acknowledge and address that. 

Melissa DeCecco Yes Remove Christopher Columbus was despite the sugar coated history 
taught in schools a monster even by the standards of his day. The 
narrative these statues represent are ones of colonialism, theft 
and genocide rather than of pride and heritage for Italian 
Americans (of which I am one.) Seeing this statue and others like 
it actually makes me feel ashamed to see dark parts of our 
history sanitized as some sort of glorious chapter rather than 
dealt with and atoned for. 
 
While I would advocate for something else to take its place, with 
out a clear plan for what that is, I'm hesitant to cast my lot for 
that option. 

Matthew Keller Yes Replace Replace with a statue that represents the amazing diversity of 
our community. 

Chloe   Yes Remove Christopher Columbus was not a hero and does not deserve to be 
remembered as one. 

Kathleen Gaines Yes Remove   

Jackie Baker Yes Remove   

Sharon Hlawati No Remove History has shown Columbus to be a despicable man unworthy to 
be glorified. He left carnage in the islands he sailed to. Find a 
Native American to honor. Long over due! 

Michael Dilla Yes Remove   

Hannah Bartus Yes Remove   

Leah Hungerman Yes Replace   

jennifer   Yes Remove   



Joanne Richardson Yes Remove I also support replacing the statue, but the first priority is its 
removal. 

Victoria Homza Yes Remove It’s terrible to continue to idolize a person who raped and 
pillaged native people and lands. It’s horrific to subject people to 
a statue like this out in the open to the public. We should be 
honest, but ashamed about this characters role in our history. 
Surely we can come up with a more positive way to teach our 
history and prove we value life. 

Ian Morrison-
Hogg 

Yes Remove   

Jeremy huwe Yes Replace Christopher Columbus’s legacy is one of colonisation, slavery, 
rape, and genocide and is not one to be celebrated. In terms of 
European navigators he was really not that significant, after all he 
didn’t know he was in the Americas, and he didn’t prove that the 
earth was round, the Greeks had calculated its circumference 
2000 years earlier. He has caused far more pain than is worthy of 
celebrating. 

Gabriella Bayne Yes Remove   

Jennifer Roche Yes Remove While I acknowledge the impact Columbus had on our history, 
and belief that should be acknowledged, this man wrecked chaos 
on this land and more so on the native inhabitants. He is no hero 
and should not be revered as such. To protect and educate about  
the history of our country we need to properly and accurately 
acknowledge it, and not make heroes out of those who do not 
deserve it. 

Marcia Rapchak Yes Remove We should not venerate those who commit genocide 

Kayla Miller No Replace Simply put: it is time. While I can appreciate that this statue is 
art, it is history, and it is something worth remembering in and of 
itself, it does not need to be on display as a cornerstone of our 
communities here in Pittsburgh. I went graduated from Pitt in 
2014, and I've seen the statue many times. It doesn't inspire a 
sense of connection with history for me, and I'm sure many 
others feel the same. While everyone is problematic at times, the 
representation of Columbus as a cornerstone or any sort of 
important part of America's history is categorically false. We 
don't need him to be there. We can remember the artist, the art, 
and even the movement to get rid of the statue. But we should 
replace him with something that binds our community together 
with love, not something that divides our community. Thank you 
for your considerations. 



Maria Wheeler-
Dubas 

No Remove We don't need the statue, and its presence is a painful reminder 
and even celebration of a deadly history to our indigenous 
community members.  
 
I think the statue is a relic from an era with a misguided 
understanding of history. Besides the fact that Columbus was 
hardly the first European to reach North America (the Nordics 
beat him by ~ 500 years), he was a gross character even by the 
standards of his own time. Even legendary Queen Isabella hated 
him for his unscrupulous management style and his crimes 
against indigenous peoples. I can understand that in the early 
20th century, Italian Americans were discriminated against and 
needed a figure to latch on to. Columbus just happens to be a 
very problematic one. 
 
The statue can easily be moved to a museum where the proper 
signage and accurate explanation of history can accompany it. It 
doesn't need a position of glory in the middle of Schenley Park. 

Willow Quillen Yes Replace   

Colleen Storm Yes Remove   

Robert Sedgewick Yes Replace   

John   No Alter To save money, I would like to see a large plaque affixed to the 
statue itself explaining the savage brutality that he committed to 
indigenous peoples. 

Cori Frazer No Remove Remove the statue commemorating a violent colonizer whose 
journeys resulted in untold deaths of indigenous people in the 
Americas. 
 
Further, stop spending public funds to repair frequent vandalism 
that is representative of Pittsburgh's unheard resoundingly 
calling for the statue to be removed. 
 
Or, you know, you could alter it and cover it appropriately in red 
paint, reminding those who pass of the violence Columbus used 
his life to bring to the indigenous people of this continent. 

Katharine Carlson Yes Remove   

Sofia   Yes Remove   

Matthew Berwick No Remove   

Martha Riecks Yes Remove   

John Nagle Yes Remove I knew even before the latest awareness how awful Columbus 
was.  To be fair, he also offed a number of upity your Spaniards 
who were sent to take over his fiefdom. 

Sean Hannan No Replace Use this as an opportunity to support working artists today and 
replace it with a new sculpture that can be enjoyed by everyone. 

Lara Stunkel Yes Replace There are so many amazing Pittsburghers we could honor here 
instead. I would especially love to see a Native American person 
honored instead of Columbus. 



Priscilla Montoya Yes Remove   

Abigail Duclos No Remove   

Samantha Rutledge Yes Remove I think the statue of Christopher Columbus should be removed. 
We should not glorify the accomplishments of a colonizer, 
murderer, and rapist. I would not be opposed to the statue being 
replaced by a statue of a BIPOC who has made legitimate 
contributions to our country and specifically the city of 
Pittsburgh. As a University of Pittsburgh alumni and former 
Oakland resident for 4+ years, I think it is well past time for the 
statue to be removed or replaced. 

Calvin Chan Yes Replace Replace the Columbus statue with another statue to honor 
Pittsburgh Italian-American heritage 

Michael   Yes No 
Action 

Pitt and CMU have already destroyed the ethnic Italian 
neighborhoods in Oakland, now you want to take down their one 
statue. It’s wrong and accomplishes nothing. 
If you actually care about Native Americans quit doing Lip Service 
gestures like this and do something about the disparity in 
standard of living, incarceration and abuse of Power by child 
services agencies who are 10x more likely to remove children 
from a Native American home than a white persons. 

Noa Jet Yes Remove   

Dan Bise No Remove Remove this genocider. 

Diane Anderson Yes Remove   

Jeimy   Yes Remove   

Olivia   Yes Remove Remove or Replace 

Walter Donnellan Yes Remove Removing statues is not erasing history, but removing praise for 
figures we should not be idolizing. 

Benjamin Truckenbrod Yes Replace The Christopher Columbus statue should be replaced by a 
memorial for indigenous people from the Ohio River valley. 

Hannah Feth Yes Replace   

Kristina Hout Yes Remove   

Rachel   Yes Remove   

Douglas Weaver Yes Replace Replace with a statue of an indigenous person who's land this 
was before European colonizers settled here and 
murdered/removed them all. 

Joe Pasqualetti Yes Remove Hi yeah this is a bad statue and removing symbols of Columbus 
does not invalidate the existence of Italian-Americans. We can 
still happily exist, and move on without clinging to a really bad 
dude who imprisoned people, cut off hands, and committed 
numerous other crimes. 

Meg Cummings Yes Remove There is no reason to keep any monument to a man who 
murdered, enslaved, and raped his way through the Western 
world. There is no argument for keeping a statue that acts as a 
condonation of genocide. There are much more deserving figures 
in history (both of the US and Pittsburgh). 

Paul Kim Yes Remove   



Tara Snyder Yes Replace   

Jeffrey Johnston Yes Replace I would like to object to the poll, as it is designed to split the 
votes of people who agree that change is necessary into three 
separate categories. All options other than “no action” should be 
grouped together when deciding whether action is needed, and 
only then should the individual options be taken into account 
when deciding what type of action should be taken. 
 
The statue should be replaced. 

Christopher Mitchell Yes Remove A brutal murderer, torturer, and slaver. He did not "discover" 
North America anymore than I have "discovered" Beyonce.  
 
He was personally responsible for hundreds of thousands of 
deaths, if not millions, in the search for gold.  
 
He has never set foot on the area of land known as the United 
States of America. That misunderstanding is based in how we lie 
to children that he has anything at all to do with this country.  
 
Taking down a statue isn't rewriting history, it's understanding 
the difference between history and a fairy tale meant to make us 
forget about one of the biggest crimes against humanity to ever 
take place. 

Paul Luniewski Yes Remove   

Kaitlin Kerr Yes Remove Columbus has no place being revered. Remove it and long term, 
potentially replace. 

Kristina Paris Yes Replace   

Ginger Geizura No Remove   

Bradley Balach Yes Remove   

Rebecca Geizura Yes Remove   

Bailey Wilson Yes Replace   

Ash Chan No Remove This statue memorializes a terrible person & generations of 
violent history and harm. Colonization and the impact of white 
supremacy has been the bedrock of our country and democracy. 
We cannot act like it did not happen or undo what has been 
done, but we can be honest, change our behavior and 
perspectives, do/ be better to create a more equitable, just, free, 
and abundant world. Thank you. 

Emma Krofcheck Yes Remove   

Riley McGrath Yes Remove   

Jamie sullivan Yes Remove   

Sarah Tarkoff No Replace   

Angela Bowman No Replace I'm in support of public art at this location, but disagree with 
statues depicting people, particularly those of whose actions 
were less than ethical 

Sierra Hedrick Yes Remove   



Michael Ribblet No Remove   

Vic Jackson No Remove   

Carolyn Windler Yes Replace There is no room for vandalization, but as a community we can 
do a much better job to support marginalized and minority 
populations and restructure the way we teach history, which for 
so long has been from the white nationalist perspective. This 
statue is a symbol of that. Let’s use these opportunities to 
support good morals and be leaders in the change our nation is 
undergoing. Let’s be on the right side of history. 

Mira Bhayroo Yes Remove I don't think Columbus is a good representation of our country, 
given that destroyed the way of life of millions of indigenous 
peoples across the Americas. He is not a good representation of 
Italian Americans, I don't understand why Italian-Americans 
would want him as a representative given his horrific actions and 
opinions about native people. Also, Columbus never set foot in 
the United States, he traveled to what is now the Caribbean and 
South America. Why do Americans want a statue of him if he 
never came here? I think we should remove the statue 
altogether, we don't need a monument to colonialism next to our 
beautiful park. As a city, it shows that we reject the idea that 
white history is the only history and we acknowledge the 
atrocities of the past. It is also a statue, so we should not be up in 
arms about protecting it. 

Etana Laing Yes Remove   

Amanda Godsey No Remove   

ELINA ZHANG Yes Remove History is ongoing and intrudes into the present. Having the 
Columbus Statue in our city is a disgrace to the indigenous folks 
of Western PA and a reminder of the violence that took place 
centuries ago, and continues to take place. Remove the statue: it 
is the first step to healing and a public gesture of compassion and 
care for the Native community. 

Emily Horstman Yes Remove   

Tanner Cole Yes Replace Either remove or replace. I think a piece of art honoring 
indigenous people is fitting. Or maybe a piece dedicated to the 
natural beauty of the land and waters in our area as they were 
before European settlement. 

Katie Freedy Yes Replace   

Alexandra Mykita Yes Remove Given Columbus's violent and racist history that has nothing to 
do with the United States or our region, removing this statue is 
vital to respecting native history. Replacing the statue with 
something that would honor Indigenous people would be an 
amazing way to honor the true founders of this land. 

Mollie W Yes Replace Please replace the statue with a different important historical 
figure who was not involved in the murder and enslavement of 
human beings. 

Celia   Yes Remove   



Anthony Lehmann Yes Remove America is a nation of immigrants. Columbus was a brutal 
colonizer. We can celebrate our rich and diverse heritage without 
making gods of evil men. 

Pete   Yes Replace While I understand native people's objections to the deification 
of Christopher Columbus, the City of Pittsburgh is a multi-ethnic 
city of immigrants with an unfortunate anti-Catholic and anti-
Italian history. That doesn't justify putting up statues of 
Columbus, but it does, I think, warrant a statue of an important 
Italian Catholic, or at least Catholic, failing the Italian, figure. I am 
confident that worthy such people exist, but failing everything, 
put JFK if you can't find an appropriate yinzer. 

Emma Geisler Yes Remove   

Rachel Harris No Remove   

Anne Lynch No Remove   

A Eckhardt No Replace   

Celena Todora No Replace   

Ike Adibe No Remove   

Wendy Parkulo Yes Remove   

Emma Kazmierczak No Replace   

Ashley Close Yes Replace   

Carl   Yes Replace   

Zachary Luettgen Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is a part of this nation’s history, a history 
whose bloodshed and terror brought upon those native to the 
land it occupies are ignored; it is a history of broken promises 
whitewashed, reforged, and promoted by statues like this and 
the narrative inherit in their presentation and placement. History 
should not be forgotten, but a history like this should not be 
glorified. That is why this statue of Christopher Columbus should 
be removed and replaced by one that celebrates the true 
American spirit, of overcoming adversity, of pursuing dreams; it 
should be replaced by a statue celebrating someone who had all 
the promises made to them broken, and yet they persevered. 

Mark Buttweiler Yes Replace   

Naeem Aziz Yes Remove   

Michael Fawaz Yes Remove Columbus stands for the colonization, exploitation and pillaging 
of an entire races (multiple) of indigenous peoples. Before 
Columbus and his “discovery” there was a much smaller slave 
trade between Africa and Europe. The colonization of the 
Americas drastically increased the use of African slaves by 
Europe. If we move away from a Eurocentric view of Columbus, 
we can see he was not a discoverer. He was an invader and 
instigator of slavery and genocide. Remove the statue. 

Zach Rinker Yes Replace   

Timothy Sheehan No Replace Christopher Columbus was responsible for the death and 
genocide of thousands of indigenous people, and as such should 



not be glorified with a public statue. The statue should be 
replaced with someone more deserving 

Zachary Tolbart No Remove The statue of Christopher Columbus is not worth fighting to keep, 
it is a statue celebrating a person who has very little relevance to 
the city of Pittsburgh or in fact the United States. His only legacy 
in this country is the continuous oppression and genocide (be it 
physical and cultural) of the indigenous peoples of this country. 
Whatever reverence there is Columbus from a subset of the 
Italian American community in Pittsburgh, it is again dismissing 
the incredible amounts of human suffering this man inflicted on 
Taíno peoples is too much to just bury under the rug as him being 
"Man of his time". I'm annoyed anytime I go to park to go down 
to museums or library and have to see that statue, there are far 
more laudable people to dedicate a statue to. Get rid of it and 
then maybe find someone of value to this area to celebrate. 

sofia huang Yes Remove The fact that this statue continues to stand is a marker of the 
racist, colonialist history of our city and country. We should be 
outraged at this injustice and collectively decide to remove the 
statue immediately. 

Ginny Beck Yes Remove   

Pedro Trevino Yes Remove Hispanic and indigenous citizen here. Constant triumphant 
reminders of a violent rapist’s glorious destruction of indigenous 
people have no place in a Free World. The statue is removed or 
the people remove it. 

Wesley Eckstein Yes Remove I believe we should remove the Christopher Columbus statue 
from Schenley Park. The man was a genocidal mass murderer 
that was only concerned with securing more wealth for himself 
and his employers. He committed crimes against the native 
population that when read about today make any human being 
feel sick to their stomach. This is not a man that should be 
memorialized in one of our cities parks. The only place for this 
man's history is within our museums and history books where his 
role in European colonization can be fully contextualized and 
understood. It is 2020 and well past time to move on from this 
guy and to recognize him for what he really was. I've moved on, 
our neighbors that have taken the streets have moved on, and 
now our politicians and public institutions need to listen to us. 
Society is changing and I want to see Pittsburgh leading the way 
and not stuck in the past. 
 
I'm all for replacing the statue with something else but feel that 
the decision should be left up to Pittsburgh's minority and 
indigenous populations. Those members of our community have 
been the most hurt by our memorializing of Columbus and 
therefore should be given first say as to what is to become of 
that spot. 



Elizabeth Dunn No Replace this statue continues to glorify and pay homage to slavery, 
colonization and the erasure of indigenous people. please replace 
this statue with something that is a true honor to native people 
who inhabited the land. 

Aaron   No Remove If replaced, please choose an indigenous or POC of recognition 
please, any abolishinists or native Americans deserve to be 
memorialized, not genocidal maniacs 

Dominika Oliver Yes Remove It is time to move on from Columbus.  Maybe a Fred Rogers 
statue would be more appropriate 

Sarah Svirsky Yes Remove   

Ashley Herman Yes Remove   

Cecelia Johnson Yes Remove   

Amy Kanell No Remove   

Camille Falcone No Remove As a University of Pittsburgh alumna and former employee of 
Phipps Conservatory, seeing the Columbus statue on my walks in 
Schenley filled me with shame. I experienced Pittsburgh as a 
welcoming city, but having a prominently displayed memorial to 
a colonizer that never even set foot in the present day USA does 
not support that characterization. There are plenty of other 
Italian Americans to memorialize. Pick one that did not commit 
genocide. 

Alexa Sharpe Yes Alter While I don’t believe we should celebrate the actions of 
Christopher Columbus, I also don’t believe we should erase the 
history of his actions. I believe we should keep the statue intact 
and replace signage to tell the story of his horrific actions, in the 
hopes that it will help educate about and prevent us from 
allowing such actions to happen again. Erasing history is not the 
answer. Rewriting it is. 

Alexandra Allen Yes Remove I fully support removing the Christopher Columbus statue - he 
was a colonizer who committed genocide against indigenous 
peoples and his legacy should not be publicly glorified or 
celebrated.  
 
I also support replacing the statue with another statue better 
reflective of modern values, such as a prominent Native 
American figure, or even a beloved Italian-American figure to 
increase buy-in from the community. 

Claire Rocca Yes Replace   

Stephanie   Yes Remove   

Julia Phraner No Remove As a just-outside-the-city dweller, this statue is a dark mark on 
the city of Pittsburgh. It's not unique, creative, or historically 
accurate. Let's be a city that ends the glorification of racism, 
genocide, and slavery. 

Zach Lewis Yes Remove Columbus is a historical figure with direct ties to the genocide of 
Indigenous people. This statue is a constant reminder of the loss 
of millions for no reason other than colonization. 



Sherilyn Saporito Yes Replace Remove or replace. I am Italian American and I do not celebrate 
Columbus as a part of my heritage. Columbus was a murdering, 
raping, pillaging, invader who does not deserve to be celebrated 
and memorialized in a statue. It is an embarrassment to 
Pittsburgh to still display his image and the false statement that  
"discovered America". There are many, many Pittsburghers who 
should be celebrated and memorialized instead: a memorial to 
honor the indigenous people who lived on this land before white 
people forced them out, August Wilson, Rachel Carson, Josh 
Gibson, Nellie Bly, Billy Strayhorn, Gene Kelly, Charles "Tennie" 
Harris-- there are so many wonderful options that Pittsburghers 
can be proud of! 

Madison Brewer Yes Replace I want it gone. Christopher Columbus should not have a statue in 
a major park in Pittsburgh. There are a million other 
Pittsburghers that would make great statues. 

Maria Proto Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is now widely known as a troublesome 
historical figure as he was not the first to “discover” America, he 
led the genocide of native Americans, and he claimed land that 
already belonged to others. Columbus has no significant ties or 
meaning to Pittsburgh. There are other prominent figures who 
have done more for Pittsburgh to display in the park. Fred 
Rogers, Rachel Carson, Jonas Salk, Andy Warhol, Andrew 
Carnegie, Mary E. Schenley, Andrew Mellon, Henry Frick, Nellie 
Bly, Charles “Teenie” Harris, Daisy Elizabeth Adams Lampkin, Mac 
Miller, just to name a few, are people with positive legacies who 
could be celebrated instead. Plus there are many local artists 
who could be commissioned for a new statue, bringing this city 
into modern times. 

Dominique ellison Yes Remove It’s time 

Julia Mericle Yes Replace I believe this statue should either be removed or replaced with a 
statue honoring indigenous Americans. 

Martina Battistone Yes Replace I would like to remove it and replace it with a civil rights figure, 
such as Medgar Evers. 

Lauren Morris No Remove Christopher Columbus does not deserve a place of monetary 
reverence by the City of Pittsburgh, or the people who live and 
pay taxes in it. I urge the Art Commission to remove it. If the final 
vote is to replace, please replace the statue while taking into 
consideration the viewpoints of the minority communities that 
are most deeply affected by statues of men who oppressed their 
ancestors. Please defer replacement choice to the Native 
American people in this community. Their input is most valid in 
this situation. Colonial oppression was initiated by Christopher 
Columbus, when he & his eradicated the Taino people. His 
voyage paved the way for more colonizers to arrive and murder 
the indigenous people of the American continent by the millions. 
Remove this idol to a rapist and murderer. 

Amber Stenman Yes Remove   



Michael Calderon Yes Remove Christopher Columbus is a symbol of oppression and slavery to 
many people. While I understand the Italian American 
community looking upon him as a symbol of Italian success, I 
think the negative symbolism is more far reaching and damaging. 

Naomi Morris Yes Remove   

Lindsay Vilsack Yes Replace The statute should be removed immediately, as it romances a 
violent and vile person who enslaved Indigenous people and 
decimated Native populations in the Americas through the 
introduction of disease. Many cities and some states have 
replaced Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples’ Day, and 
curriculums around the country are shifting to a more honest 
teaching of who Columbus was and what he did. He didn’t 
“discover” America - there were Indigenous folks living and 
thriving here already. He wasn’t even the first European here - 
Leif Erickson was. This statue is a celebration of colonialism, 
exploitation, and pain. It does not belong anywhere, and it 
should be removed and eventually replaced with a public art 
piece honoring Indigenous peoples, made by an Indigenous 
artist. 

Sivan Nizan Yes Replace Work with the Council of Three Rivers American Indian Center to 
replace the statue 

Courtney Duzyk Yes Remove   

Beth Root Yes Replace   

Aaron Lindberg Yes Remove Christopher Columbus committed atrocious atrocities and is not 
a model figure to celebrate.  The narrative that he “discovered 
the Americas” is a false one and he is responsible for the 
genocide of native peoples. 

Alex Macias Yes Replace I suggest that the statue be removed or replaced by an art piece 
done by a black or indigenous artist that honors the history of 
black or indigenous people in Pittsburgh. 

Kara Lowry Yes Remove   

Allison Reckless Yes Remove   

Camille Goleb Yes Replace Take the racist rapist down and replace with someone we can all 
look up to. More Mr Rogers, or perhaps Harriet Tubman or 
another civil rights leader. 

Kristen   Yes Remove   

Ben Mercer Yes Remove   

Bonnie Fan Yes Replace These statues represent a violent and genocidal legacy. In cities 
like Chicago, the lengths that the city went to protect these 
statues resulted in further violence against Black youth and 
brutal arrests. Pittsburgh should take the opportunity to remove 
and replace this statue with work commissioned of Black or 
indigenous artists. 



Maxwell Hill Yes Replace Replace with a statue or piece of art that contributes to the 
healing to the damage caused by the Columbus Statue to BIPOC 
communities.  Work with the Council of the Three Rivers 
American Indian Center to identify an artist or existing piece of 
art to replace. Also work with them to identify other public works 
of art seen as offensive 

Luna Plaza Yes Remove   

Jaclyn Gelzheiser No Remove   

Jalina McClarin Yes Replace   

Katy Albert Yes Remove   

Bill Battistone Yes Replace I would like to see the statue replaced with something more 
indicative of an inclusive Pittsburgh community. Preferably 
something with a direct connection to the history of the city. 

Alyssa Cypher Yes Remove   

Jesse Wozniak Yes Remove Monuments to genocidal colonizers have no place in a civil 
society 

Amanda Casey No Replace   

Marlo Perry Yes Remove   

Sam Wallach Hanson Yes Replace   

Anne Alcorn No Remove Christopher Columbus was an avid world explorer but a racist 
and enslaver.  His discoveries  enabled him to beat, rape, enslave 
and kill off entire native populations with disease and 
environmental distraction.  Even his own people put him in 
chains for this as he was a known tyrant.   
 
Because of his need to “discover” new worlds in the name of 
white supremacy and labeling native tribes “Indians” many 
cultures have been lost to history and people brutally murdered. 
 
This statue has no place in the world.  It stays that we accept his 
racist and murderous actions.   
 
Please remove this Statue and consider putting one up in favor of 
our local Native American Tribes.  They have a wealth of 
knowledge to share with us and it is their country. 

Sarah   Yes Remove   

Brian Kennedy No Remove   

Sarah States Yes Remove Columbus is the epitome of colonialism and the destruction of 
Indigenous populations. There are far greater people to honor in 
that spot. Please take it down. 

Skyler Bennett Yes Remove This is just a no brainer. We shouldn’t erect statues of colonizers 
who perpetrate genocide. We don’t see any statues of Hitler, 
Mussolini, Dutarte, Stalin, Pol Pot, Idi Amin, etc. There are loads 
of documentation detailing the atrocities committed by 
Colombus and those who followed him, and it is ridiculous to 
have any sort of positive dedication to him in this city. He was an 



evil character in history that catalyzed the extermination of an 
entire indigenous culture. Fuck that guy. Take it down. 

Wendy Lloyd Yes Remove   

Chenen Niu Yes Replace We have so many local public figures, historic or even present 
day, that represent Pittsburgh and our values so much better 
than an Italian explorer chartered by Spain. He never even 
stepped foot anywhere near Pittsburgh! Therefore I think there is 
no reason why we should recognize him when there are plenty of 
yinzers worth celebrating. 

Darien Skifstad Yes Replace It's factually evident at this point that Christopher Columbus was 
not the hero we were told he was in school for far too long. It's 
time Pittsburgh joins the rest of the world in acknowledging this 
fact. I think it's a good place for a statue so I would vote to 
remove it and then replace it with an actual hero, such as 
Roberto Clemente perhaps. 

Jen Albaugh No Remove Columbus and his men brutalized and enslaved native people on 
this continent, killing thousands of indigenous people and 
bringing disease to this land. We should instead honor the 
original indigenous people of this land, who were killed at his 
hands. 

Megan Hannigan Yes Remove   

Nikki Finch Yes Remove   

Yona Keich Cloonan Yes Replace   

Jenna Tishler Yes Replace Christopher Columbus is responsible for stealing land from the 
Native Americans and depleting their population in an act of 
genocide. The lasting impacts of his efforts are the inequities and 
hardships faced by Native peoples today who live as second class 
citizens on their ancestral lands. We should not honor Columbus 
for his actions. Instead, we should replace the statue with one of 
the many Americans who fought to advance the rights of 
marginalized peoples. The replacement statue should be chosen 
with community input. Though I would prefer a good 
replacement, I would also be okay with removal. 

Kevin May No Remove We need to start by taking down symbols of bigotry that are on 
our doorsteps if we want the rest if the country to make the 
same changes 

Grace Waldow Yes Replace   

Jennifer Breen No Remove Remove 

Michelle Campbell Yes Replace Definitely remove it, and if there's room in the budget, replace it 
with a statue of someone who actually brought about positive 
change. 



Eric Ricci Yes Replace I would love to see a sculpture of Frank Vittor himself here, I 
think that’d be a great way to honor his legacy while not 
upsetting people with a statue of Columbus 

Lauren Connolly Yes Remove   

Christine Nalitz Yes Remove   

Kevin Kiley Yes Remove take it down - take down this monster of history. He did nothing 
worth celebrating. 

Rachel McAdams No No 
Action 

  

Sarah McGoldrick No Remove   

Joel Heiney No Remove   

Valerie Gobao Yes Remove   

Nate Lurie Yes Remove   

Miranda Richardson Yes Remove He was a horrible person & we shouldn’t be celebrating him by 
having his statue up! 

 



Name   

Pgh 
Residen
t? Action Comment 

Annamarie 
Cerniglia-
Sullivan No 

No 
Action 

I agree with a statement made by the ISDA - Italian Sons and 
Daughters of America 
"For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are." 

Rosalie Garfinkle Yes Replace 

Replace the statue with a sculpture created by a Pittsburgh 
artist. Over the last several years, and especially the last 
several months, Americans have come to realize that statues 
of people do not age well and require historical context 
beyond a simple plaque that is often overlooked. A work of 
art can be timeless, does not need an explanation, and can 
be interpreted multiple ways by a broad audience. Uplift the 
Pittsburgh art community by allowing artists to submit 
thoughtful work that can be erected here instead. 

Nyla Khan Yes Replace 

Replace with a memorial to the local indigenous people who 
Columbus’s actions helped destroy and marginalize. The 
Adena tribe or Hopewell tribe. Consult the Council of Three 
Rivers American Indian Center. 

Tara Mirabile No 
No 
Action 

To remove this statue is an insult to the Italian American 
community. Shame on you! 

Wendy Schiller Yes Remove 

The statue doesn’t reflect our community’s current values, 
where truth and context in historical events are important. 
The statue adds to a false narrative and should be removed. 
Perhaps now is the time to end the practice of erecting 
statues in the first place. 



Amber Harrington No Replace 

Christopher Columbus is not a hero that should be 
celebrated. Statues of historical figures are supposed to 
represent our town and what we stand for as a community. 
By taking a trip down to Phipps and seeing a statue dedicated 
to someone who raped, pillaged, murdered, and tortured 
indigenous populations can bring an unwelcome feeling to 
marginalized groups. Pittsburgh is supposed to be a 
welcoming community to everyone and erecting a statue of a 
disgraced explorer/murderer does not represent that. Real 
history belongs in the history books, no one is learning 
anything from a statue touting Columbus as a hero. As for 
many Italian Americans saying that Columbus is a 
representative of their heritage, it’s because they too, have 
been lied to. As someone of Italian descent, who’s had family 
that emigrated to America, I do not look to Columbus as a 
symbol of hope for those traveling to America. I look at him 
as a poor example of an explorer. Someone who pretended 
to discover an already inhabited land. Someone who brought 
new disease to indigenous communities. A man who 
enslaved, terrorized, and killed people somehow made it into 
the history books as a peaceful man who discovered new 
lands. We got it wrong- the way we teach America’s children. 
We shouldn’t get it wrong to continue the charade and allow 
a statue of this man to represent our community.  I think 
with the statue being so close to Phipps, a perfect person to 
replace the Columbus statue is Rachel Carson. 

Dover Augusto Yes 
No 
Action 

We can erase our past by removing monuments. We should 
focus on creating opportunities for today and tomorrow. 

Genevieve Ferrante No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus is a part of our history. Educate 
yourself on who he was and not fabricated stories. 

Roberta Reis Yes 
No 
Action   

Sarah Stulga No Remove   

Alison Hnatow Yes Remove I vote to remove the Christopher Colombus statue 

Ginger 
Brooks Takahashi Yes Remove 

I ask the Art Commission to approve removal of the 
Columbus statue, in support of Decolonize Movements 
across the nation. This monument valorizes and centers 
white supremacist values. 

Dean Allen No 
No 
Action   

Cory Ensle No Remove   

Rita Patanaude No 
No 
Action   

Teresa Garofalo No 
No 
Action 

I am against removing the Christopher Columbus statue.  
Anyone who believes that it should be removed does not 
know the history and purpose of the statue. 

Briana Rodriguez Yes Replace 

I think the statue should be replaced to represent the 
ancestral stewards/caretakers if the land. While pittsburgh 
was home to many nations because it was an important 
point of cross-roads because of the three rivers, a 
replacement should represent that diversity and pay homage 



to the rivers as a living being breathing live into the earth for 
us all. 

Albert Garofalo No 
No 
Action 

I am strongly against removing the Christopher Columbus 
statue.  I feel that it is ridiculous to even consider removing 
the statue.  Removing the statue would be allowing a vocal 
minority of people to force their will on the majority for no 
legitimate reason. 

Dev jhaveri Yes Replace   

Lily Hanig Yes Remove   

Anita Connelly No 
No 
Action   

Sarene fisher Yes Replace   

Philip Rizzo No 
No 
Action   

Carol French No 
No 
Action   

Arthur Allen Yes Remove   

Joe Romano No Alter 

I grew up in Pittsburgh and have visited Schenley Park many 
times. Please leave the statue where it is, but add an 
interpretive sign providing context to Columbus's life and 
why he is considered a controversial historic figure. 

Dr Joseph Shumar PHD No 
No 
Action 

My family is from the Pittsburgh area. To date, I have family 
in the Pittsburgh area of Italian background. 

Rachel Thompson No Replace 

We should absolutely remove the Columbus statue. Also, any 
replacement should heavily involve prominent leaders from 
the community that the replacement is intended to honor or 
represent. Please do not tokenize or romanticize BIPOC from 
a white perspective. 
(P.S. I live just outside the city line, and I am in that area 
frequently. I’m not technically a current city resident, but I 
am not an outsider either.) 

Guy Garofano No 
No 
Action 

Besides being an important symbol for Italians & Catholics 
the issue really goes beyond that to this question: Was it a 
good thing that Western Civilization (with all its faults) & 
Christianity came to the Americas? I answer absolutely yes. If 
you disagree then you oppose the entire premise of the 
United States of America.  Thanks for taking the time to read 
this. 

Sharon   No Remove   



Bob Turri No 
No 
Action 

There are 18 million Italian Americans, 50 million Hispanic 
Americans, and countless others who cannot live with the 
idea of these statues being removed. This is our Status and 
Freedom being taken away by a self-defined enemy who is 
hiding in the dark. I have many E-friends in Spain who are as 
angry about this as we are, here in the U.S. Do you think that 
this only affects Pittsburgh? 
 People around the world are watching, and they are not 
feeling kindly toward you. If Christopher Columbus is 
removed, the matter will not come to an end - it will be the 
BEGINNING. There are many courts above you, and many 
days and years to come. There will be MILLIONS of angry and 
hurt people, and many who will be frightened because of the 
past that they had to come here to get away from.     
 There will be no forgiving and no forgetting. Do the right 
thing and quit your attack on us and our statues. 

JOANN STERGIOU No 
No 
Action 

OF WE REMOVE THE STATUE OF OUR FORFARTHER THEN WE 
ARE ERASING THE HISTORY OF THIS GREAT NATION.THEN 
THEY WILL WANT TO REMOVE THE WASHINGTO 
MONUMENT  THE LINCOLN MEMORIAL GRANTS TUMB.WHY 
NOT ERASE THE HISTORY OF THE WORLD? WHAT A 
DISGRACE ...THAT MAN BROUGHT US HERE OUR  
GRANDPARENTS BUILT THIS COUNTRY WITH THEIR HARD 
WORK FOR THE NEXT GENERATION S COULD LIVE IN LOVE 
AND PEACE.PLEASE DON'T REMOVE THAT BEAUTIFUL 
STATUE OF THE MAN WHO BROUGHT US ALL HERE. 

Kristin Garbarino Yes Remove   

Steve Maiorano Yes 
No 
Action   

Robert cane No 
No 
Action 

Realize that these statues mean a lot to the Italian American 
community and that taking them down just pleases a little 
segment of the population while disrespecting and angering 
a whole other. 

Robert Gabbianelli Yes 
No 
Action Please preserve American history and Italian heritage! 

George Lapore No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus is part of World history and should not 
be hidden or dictated by a few uneducated Rebel Rouser. 
There are many lessons to be learned from Christopher 
Columbus's Voyage and discovery of the Caribbean islands 
and South and Central America and the integration of Europe 
and what is now America. The crimes the revisionist assigned 
to Columbus we're committed by the Spaniards not under 
Columbus's ruel or disobeying Columbus's orders. Read the 
4th voyage of Columbus or  by Christopher Columbus Quest 
for Jerusalem by Carol Delaney or Columbus a hero by 
Raphael 

Mariette Williams Yes Remove   

Maria 
Iovieno Swieciki No 

No 
Action   

Anna Meurer Yes Replace 
Our priority should be to reduce harm, especially in a way 
that is supported by those who were harmed. 



Elena Marinelli No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Traficante No 
No 
Action 

The accusations against Christopher Columbus are 
unsubstantiated and false. He is being blamed for actions not 
true. Columbus is and remains an icon of millions of 
American-Italians. He opened up the western hemisphere to 
the world. It would be a great tragedy, to destroy, or remove 
his statue. 

Francesco   Yes 
No 
Action 

I am an Italian-American boy, my parents migrated here to 
the US; that statue is important to us Italian Americans, 
please don't remove it! 

Valeri DeCastris No 
No 
Action   

Frank LoRe' Jr No 
No 
Action This is part of proud Italian History. 

Steven Cetra Yes 
No 
Action   

Samantha Burke No 
No 
Action   

Heather Sage Yes Remove   

Sherry Hicks No 
No 
Action   

Ciera Swetof Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus did not find America or really do 
anything for it. He only committed a mass genocide and stole 
a whole culture. This man does not stand for Pittsburgh and I 
think we can do better as a city. People like Mr. Rogers, 
August Wilson, Rachel Carson, are all people from Pittsburgh 
that we can show off much better. 

Mark McDade No 
No 
Action 

Simply put, If people would do some real research and not be 
swayed by those who have agendas base on untruths, we 
would not be having this discussion!!! 
           Mark E. McDade 

Juliana 
Casciato Link No 

No 
Action   

Liz   Yes Replace   

Marianne Peri-Sack No 
No 
Action 

People visiting Europe are impressed by many things but 
foremost, I believe is the history that is shown in its artwork 
and structures. If we give in to the people that are calling for 
the destruction of our artwork, etc. we will have  no history 
or beautiful artwork for future Americans and visitors to our 
country to enjoy.  Columbus lived more than 500 years ago 
and no one can deny that his voyage when men thought the 
world was flat was a courageous and worthwhile venture.  I 
have been very proud of him and my Italian heritage since I 
was a child. Please don't take that away from us. 

Maria Hurst No 
No 
Action   

John O'Connor No 
No 
Action   

Fran Giannuzzi No 
No 
Action   



Grace Bodnar No 
No 
Action   

Helen Pratt Yes Remove   

Marilee Marcantonio No 
No 
Action   

Roy Cordato No 
No 
Action   

Barbara Griffin Yes Remove   

nancy schaefer Yes Replace   

Mark Karney No 
No 
Action   

Nicole Egelhoff Yes Remove 

From Wikipedia: "Because of their gross misgovernance, 
Columbus and his brothers were arrested and imprisoned 
upon their return to Spain from the third voyage." 
 
The legacy of Christopher Columbus is brutality and 
genocide. If the statue is to remain, at least mutilate it in the 
way he had so many natives of the Caribbean mutilated (and 
provide the historical context): cut off his hands, his ears, and 
his nose. 

Madeline Orfitelli No 
No 
Action Please leave Christopher Columbus alone 

Bob mccarrell No 
No 
Action   

Frank Cipolla No 
No 
Action 

Stop this. Columbus is a hero to all Italian Americans. He 
never landed in what is now the United States of America, he 
did not bring slavery to the United States of America and he 
can’t be judged by 21st Century standards. Please end this 
mining of history for fresh outrage. 

Denele Biggs Yes Remove   

Judith Early No 
No 
Action We cannot continue to erase or rewrite history. 

Claudia Cull No 
No 
Action   

Christyann Edlinger No 
No 
Action   

STEPHEN SMALLEY No 
No 
Action   

Sarah Hamilton No Remove   

Dina Sclafani No 
No 
Action 

Do not let Marxism and discrimination against Italian 
Americans, and our founding country’s history by Columbus 
be removed or erased.  This is treason and an injustice to 
America. There are a lot of FALSE INFORMATION that goes 
against the truth about Columbus and the discovery of 
America. Shame to those who support the elimination of our 
nation’s history! Keep the statue up of Christopher 
Columbus! 



Emily   Yes Remove 

Chistopher Columbus was a violent man. He did not 
"discover" America and that is misinformation. There are 5.5 
million American Indian/Alaskan Natives in this country that 
are well aware of the violence that was brought upon the 
first peoples of this country. We do not need to continue to 
celebrate someone who has caused so much harm to others. 

Kaitlin Nedwidek Yes Remove   

Kitoko Chargois Yes Remove   

Ginny Gardner No 
No 
Action Stop erasing history . No action 

Jennifer Cerully No Replace 

There are so many outstanding figures in history from 
underrepresented groups that deserve recognition. It’s time 
to memorialize or honor one of them over Christopher 
Columbus. 

Salvatore Mangano No 
No 
Action 

I would like to introduce myself to you. My name is Salvatore 
Mangano. I Iive in Saddle Brook,  NJ. 
I am a past National President of UNICO National, the largest 
Italian/American organization in America.  
I am writing with great concern about the possible removal 
of the Columbus statue in your Community.  
 
That statue was erected in honor of all the work our kind of 
people are noted for in helping make America a great nation. 
It would be sacrilegious to remove the statues dedicated to 
Italian/ American pride. 
The discrediting of Columbus is not based on truth. It's made 
up strictly of hearsay. Also, in America you are innocent until 
proven guilty. Where is the physical evidence to prove what 
some people think about Columbus. How do you blame the 
mistakes of an entire group on one man? You can't judge a 
15th century man with 21st century values.  
 
We are pleading with you and the rest the municipal 
government body to put aside any plans to dismantle this 
statue. 
Respectfully,  
Salvatore J Mangano, PNP 

Lee Varelas Yes Remove   

George Latella No 
No 
Action 

Columbus is a great symbol of the Italian-American people. 
Our ancestors fought hard to have these statues erected and 
they are works of art. People judging the year 1492 and it’s 
societal norms with 2020 principals and views makes 
absolutely zero sense. Any removal of Columbus statues is a 
direct insult and prejudice against Italians. 

Richard Fanno No 
No 
Action statue should remain 

Patricia Mocello Yes 
No 
Action 

The statue is a piece of Art Work by a famous Italian 
Immigrant Sculptor who resided in Pittsburgh.  There are 
numerous pieces of his art in the city.  The Christopher 
Columbus statue should be preserved and protected as a 
tribute to him and to all Italians living in the city. 



Jay confalone No 
No 
Action sons and daughters of italy 

Benvenuta Pardini No 
No 
Action 

Leave our Columbus Statue where it is!!!  What is happening 
to this country - if others want Indigenous Day, let them have 
it but LEAVE OUR COLUMBUS STATUE WHERE IT BELONGS 
HERE IN AMERICA!!!! 

Salvatore Circosta No 
No 
Action 

Columbus is a symbol of the Italian culture in America. It was 
created as a holiday due to America’s largest lunching, which 
was towards Italians. Italian Americans are patriots, we are 
law abiding, we are proud. Attacking Columbus is an attack 
on all of us. I support my friends in Pittsburg trying to save 
our culture. Please don’t allow a democratic vote suppress 
our heritage, culture, and ethnicity. 

David Mauro No 
No 
Action   

Matteo Gemelli No 
No 
Action   

Miriam Gemelli No 
No 
Action   

Stefania Filigheddu No 
No 
Action   

Marcellino Gemelli No 
No 
Action   

Arlene Nunziati No 
No 
Action   

Dominick Giammarella No 
No 
Action 

Leaving the statue preserves the Italian contribution made to 
the U.S. 

Nick sanzo No 
No 
Action   

Daniel Biery Yes Remove   

Rachel   No 
No 
Action   

Andrew Benchek Yes Remove 
He was a colonizer to had no regard for natives.  He 
murdered and raped natives. 

DONALD GALANTE No 
No 
Action 

YOU MUST NOT REMOVE THE CHRISTOPHER COUMBUS 
STATUE OR ANY STATUE OF OUR PAST HISTORY.  STATUES 
SERVE US IN THE LEARNING PROCESS  WEATHER GOOD OR 
NOT GOOD BUT IT IS A LEARNING PROCESS WHICH WE NEED 
TODAY MORE THAN EVER BEFORE.  THE EVENTS IN 
QUESTION ABOUT MR. COLIMBUS HAPPEN SOME 500 YEARS 
AGO. AND NO ITALIAN NEEDS TO BE PUNISHED AT THIS 
TIME.  FOR THOSE WHO DO WISH THE STATUE TO E 
REMOVED , SHOULD BE REMINDED THAT SOME OF OUR 
LARGEST CONLICTS HAVE BEEN SETTLED IN A PEACEFUL WAY 
AND WE LEARNED FOR OUR PAST WITH FORGIVENESS NOT 
TEARNING DOWN RELATIONSHIPS.  JUST LOOK AT THE 
PROGRESS OUR COUNTGRY MADE IN THIS LIGHT DURING 
WORLD WAR II WITH THE JAPANESE.  PLEASE CONSIDER MY 
REQUEST.   DONALD GALANTE 

Natalie Sweet Yes Remove Please remove the statue 

Michael Larson Yes Remove   



Doug Sorensen No 
No 
Action   

Cynthia Gabbianelli Yes 
No 
Action 

Please don't remove this important piece of history. This is 
OUR Country 

Rafael Ortiz No 
No 
Action 

Columbus was not the criminal revisionists claim today he 
was. Please, take the time to read the sources and see for 
yourself. Note, I said SOURCES; not websites or memes 
(which is what detractors are using as "authority." If this was 
the statue of MLK Jr I'm sure you would not be even asking 
what to do. Please, do the same for the Italian-American 
community. Thanks! 
-Rafael. 
Author of "Christopher Columbus the Hero- Defending 
Columbus from Modern-day Revisionism." 

Gina   Yes Replace 
Remove immediately and replace in the future in 
consultation with indigenous members of the community. 

Tereneh Idia Yes Remove 

There’s no reason to celebrate this distorted and violent 
history. It’s time to center Indigenous peoples in this region 
and have them lead this process. We need to tell the truth 
and heal. Remove this monument to violence. 

Ralph Capaccio No 
No 
Action   

Michael Giammarella No 
No 
Action 

The statue of Christopher Columbus should stay in Schenley 
Park. Removing the statue would be an affront to all decent 
Italian-Americans in Pittsburgh, the state of Pennsylvania and 
elsewhere in the US. Columbus had nothing to do with the 
decimation of American Indians as well as the Taino people 
living in Hispaniola from 1492 to the mid-1500 when the 
explorer was returned to Spain in chains on trumped-up 
charges made by the very people who were directly involved 
in committing crimes against the native population. This is 
the position taken by Bartolome de las Casas, the Spanish 
clerigo, who arrived in Hispaniola in early 1502 and stayed in 
the new world for much of his life to observe the atrocities 
committed by Spanish settlers with the tacit and often open 
support of the Spanish Church and the Spanish monarchs.  
The Columbus statue must stay in its place and be protected 
from those who do not know their history who are bent on 
vilifying the reputation and accomplishments of a great 
mariner. 

Nerissa Freeman No 
No 
Action 

This statue represents the contributions made by Italian 
Americans in the United States.   We can't allow the 
complaints of the minority to influence history.  We must 
stand strong and proud as Americans. 



Randall Pichierri No 
No 
Action 

i am a italian American. My grandparents came from 
southern italy in 1921.went through Ellis island and were 
treated poorly here in the Usa.They looked down on the 
southern italian immigrants. They took the proper channels 
thru Ellis Island .They worked hard and had prosperity. Not 
rich but owned a home and a car.The American 
dream.Columbus day was a big event for them .Pride for the 
Italian people an Italian founded America. The Immigrants 
didnt have much money back then to put up a Christopher 
Columbus statue .They all pooled their money together to 
put most of them up Across America. They  did the proper 
thing to erect them.got permission through the towns city 
hall and had a ceremony after they were created.so i dont 
see how or why there is an issue with these statues 
remaining. They worked hard and had the American 
dream.they did all the hard jobs most people wont 
do.making sky Scrapers   Building roads  ,carpenters, and so 
many other things. So please leave thier legacy alone.they 
paid the price for it to stand and be left alone 

Valentino 
Dennis Lombardi No 

No 
Action   

Louis Galdo No 
No 
Action 

As a very proud Italian American Christopher Columbus 
Holiday and Statues exemplifies the meaning of our culture 

Larry brennan No 
No 
Action   

Wanda Smith Yes 
No 
Action   

Joel Hirowitz Yes 
No 
Action   

Marijke Hecht Yes Remove 
This statue is offensive and misrepresentative of our nations 
history. It should be removed immediately. 



Mario De Lorenzo No 
No 
Action 

When I look at the Columbus statue, I see my journey to the 
US. I see when in high school I used to speak no English and 
all my Italian American friends and more used to help me 
out. Also, I see all the contribution of Italians in the US, such 
as when Filippo Mazzei said “All men are created equal”, 
when the Piccirilli brothers came in NYC and built many of 
the most famous American statues such as the Abraham 
Lincoln statue in Washington, or when Dario Antonucci 
projected all the safety protocols of the capsule that sent the 
first man on the moon. For me, the statue of Christopher 
Columbus in Marconi Plaza means not only the integration of 
the Italians in the US but also the importance we had and we 
will have in the community. The statues were built as a token 
of the end of Italian segregation and integration of Italians in 
the US and they were built after 11 Italians were lynched in 
the greatest lynching in American history. Even the Italian 
community suffered of segregation, discrimination and 
redlining in the US but nobody teaches you that so the 
statues are there the teach us about that history. Nowadays, 
the statue inspires new generations of immigrants to come in 
the US looking for new opportunities and the Italian 
American see their trip to the US when they look at the 
statue. For future generations, the statue can still represent 
the integration of Italians in the US, inspire new generations 
of immigrants, and teach us many centuries of history. 

Leonardo Cicero Yes 
No 
Action 

I like to compare AMERICA to most AMERICANS. If we're 
HONEST we ALL can look back at our past and see that we 
should have done things differently and be proud of the 
wisdom we've gained that makes us the GOOD people we 
have become today!  
GOD BLESS AMERICA!  
And Columbus too! 

anya frazier Yes Remove   

Carlo DiCesare No 
No 
Action   

Sara Noel Yes Remove 

Columbus represents the outdated and false narrative that 
America was “discovered.” This idea is disrespectful and 
dehumanizing to native communities and a statue 
celebrating this is not only insulting to native communities 
but also to the intelligence of our own citizens. 

Charlotte Mirabile No 
No 
Action   

Vito Cedro No 
No 
Action   

VERA GIROLAMI No 
No 
Action   

Francis Marino Yes 
No 
Action 

Don't adjust 528 years of history simply to appease modern 
fads and appetites.  History is not revocable or adjustable, it 
is what it is. 



Patricia 
Elaine Bowers No 

No 
Action 

When my family came here in 1918, after their stay at Ellis 
Island they settled in Pittsburg, PA. The statue of Christopher 
Columbus was a statue of coming to America for a better life. 
We as Italian Americans feel this represents more than what 
others think. It's the hardships, the family left behind, it's 
new beginnings in an unfamiliar country, it's the blood, sweat 
and tears of our families. Taking down that statue like other 
states and cities is appalling enough but for one that means 
so much to me and the thousands of Italians in this country 
all for disobedient, thugs and misguided people is so wrong 
on many levels. I pray that you stand with us and keep the 
statue where it is and for what it means. Thank you, 
sincerely, Patti De Cofano Bowers 

Vincent Sellito No 
No 
Action   

Anna Weber Yes Remove   

Nancy 
DiFiore Quinn No 

No 
Action 

Taking down Columbus statues is an absolutely disgraceful 
act!  Please do not do it. 

Joseph Agresti No 
No 
Action 

The statue is a symbol to all Italian Americans regarding their 
heritage and their contributions to building this country. 

Mark DeNunzio No 
No 
Action 

For 500 years Columbus was revered in this country and is 
revered in most other countries in the Western Hemisphere.  
What happened to change that in the United States within 
the last 30 years?  The answer is the writings of Howard Zinn, 
who has ignored facts to rewrite his own version of history. 
   The Native Americans seem to despise Columbus.  What 
are there reasons?  Columbus never met a native American.  
He never stepped foot in the United States nor is he 
responsible for any atrocities toward Native Americans. 
   Columbus has become a convenient scapegoat for those 
that have issues with Western European colonization of 
North America.  The Native Americans have suffered 
undeniable injustices, but their issue should be with the U.S. 
government of the late 1700's and 1800's that supported the 
doctrine of "Manifest Destiny" to justify western expansion 
across the American continent.  Columbus did not deny them 
citizenship or force them onto reservations in the name of 
the greater good for the United States. 
   There are plenty of people and groups that deserve the ire 
and the resentment of the Native Americans and I am sorry 
for their plight, but to focus all this rage and anger on one 
Italian American because it is convenient is wrong.  Should 
we blame all smoking deaths on the Native Americans for 
introducing tobacco to the world?   
   In conclusion I ask the City of Pittsburgh to make the tough 
and currently unpopular choice to allow the statue of 
Columbus to stand. 

ROBERTO BONGO No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus is part of history and important to our 
Italian heritage.  Please let it remain up for us to remember 
all that us Italians accomplished in America. Whether you like 
him or not he is part of American history as well 



Giuseppe Orsini Yes 
No 
Action 

For many residents of the area, including myself, the 
Columbus statue represents unity and is a symbol of 
overcoming Anti-Italian sentiment that plagued the area at 
the time of the statue’s erection. Any opposition stating that 
this is a symbol of white supremacy is laughably ignorant to 
the historical facts. 

Orvella Morgan No 
No 
Action 

Please keep Christopher Columbus for our children & grand 
children. 

Dario Gagliano No 
No 
Action 

Please save the Columbus statue. For us Italian Americans he 
represents the sacrifices we made to be accepted as fully 
Americans, especially after the 1891 lynching of 11 Italian-
Americans, which is why President Harrison issued the first 
federal Columbus Day proclamation. 

Rosetta Beyersdorf No 
No 
Action 

It is an insult to all Italian immigrants who worked so hard for 
America!!! 

Rev R Adam Forno No 
No 
Action 

I've already sent my statement via email. There's room at the 
table for everybody. Keep the Columbus statue in place and 
allow the Americans  of Italian descent to celebrate their 
heritage  through this symbol. All  lives matter! 

Anthony Mallama No 
No 
Action   

Andrew Calvetti No Replace 

If a memorial must be made to the heritage of the land in 
question, I would be delighted to see Pittsburgh honor the 
membership and memory of the First Nations that made 
their home here for centuries before European colonialism. 

Robert Wolfee No 
No 
Action   

Rose Wetzel Yes Replace 

We, the people of Pittsburgh, are urging you to remove this 
statue of a man who ushered in an era of mass murder, 
sexual assault, cruelty and oppression of first nations people 
across the US, with lasting effects into the present. Do the 
right thing, and replace this statue with one of a BIPOC hero 
from this area, to show that Pittsburgh is turning a new leaf 
and wants to respect and celebrate our BIPOC neighbors! 

Jocelyn Hartnett Yes Remove 
Christopher Columbus is guilty of atrocities. He should not be 
depicted in triumphant glory anywhere. 

Ronald Carbone No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus has and always will be a symbol of the 
hardships our Italian families had to overcome. Just like any 
other culture . We came to America for freedom, a better 
life, and freedom of religion. Christopher Columbus is not 
just an explorer and there are many lies being spread about 
this man who was intricatal in million of people coming to 
the west to start new and better lives.  Our heritage must be 
kept and recognized just like anyone else’s 

Shannon   Yes Replace   



Cynthia Gabbianelli Yes 
No 
Action 

Dear Mayor Peduto, 
 
  
 
The Columbus Statue was dedicated in Schenley Park in 
1958, the same year I was born. It represents our proud 
Italian heritage and was paid for by the Italian immigrants of 
the community, much like your grandparents who you so 
proudly depicted in your commercials when campaigning for 
mayor. I was able to relate to your Italian grandparent 
segment of the commercial, it touched my heart and won my 
vote. 
 
  
 
I am a life long resident of Allegheny County and have been a 
City resident since 1969 when my parents moved to 
Greenfield. I recall our many family visits to Schenley Park 
always taking time for the Columbus Statue which of course 
was larger than life to me at the time. After marrying my 
beautiful Italian wife we moved to Squirrel Hill and have lived 
in the same house for over 34 years where we raised our two 
sons Gino and Carmine. Like my parents we had many family 
outings to Schenley Park always making it a point to see the 
Columbus Statue. 
 
  
 
It would be truly disheartening for all Italians, especially 
Pittsburgh Italians, if the Columbus Statue were to be 
removed. Please see the attached it may help in your 
decision and please do not remove the Columbus Statue. 
 
  
 
Respectfully, 
 
  
 
Bobby and Cindy Gabbianelli 

Truby Chiaviello No 
No 
Action 

I went to undergad at W&J in Washington, PA and spent 
considerable time in Iron City. It's like a second home. I took 
many art history classes with Mr. Hugh Taylor, who taught us 
about many fine statues in Pittsburgh, in the neo-classical 
tradition, such as the one on Christopher Columbus. 
Pittsburgh remains one of the great cities for Italian 
Americans. To remove the statue would be a disgrace to 
great public art in Pittsburgh and the legacy of Italian 
Americans there. 



Breanna Whiting Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is not a man that should be glorified 
with a statue. His actions led to the killings of thousands of 
Native Americans. It is a shameful part of our country’s 
history and founding and he should not be memorialized for 
his actions. Build statues of the people he stole land from 
and murdered, honor those people. 

Tao Flaherty Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus has no positive associations with 
Pittsburgh. Any statue we put up should celebrate how we 
are a city of immigrants that came together, Black and white 
people working to integrate into a stronger city. Columbus is 
a symbol of colonialism not growth. 

Anna Woomer Yes Replace 

Monuments are designed to be looked up to, both literally 
and culturally.  The intention of a monument is to be 
representative of a community, of values, and as inspiration 
for the future. While people are not statues, but instead 
complicated people who’s best day or worst day is not 
representative of who one is as a whole being.  Putting any 
person on a pedestal is precarious, but that allowing people 
who’s treachery outweighs their triumph seems even more 
dangerous. In the case of the Christopher Columbus statue, 
my conclusion is that the statue should be removed, because 
even in his time Columbus was seen in the end as violent and 
dehumanizing of many groups, and current day response to 
his character is at best extremely mixed.  On the other hand, 
it is important to hear out where everyone is coming from, 
especially in a democratic republic society.  Those on the 
opposing side of the issue are frustrated that an Italian 
historical landmark would be being removed, especially with 
the United State’s poor treatment of Italian Americans, 
especially during emmigration in the 19th century. Thus, the 
conclusion I come to is that the monument should be 
removed, and there should be a second forum that discusses 
what a more progressive and Italian (at least in part) 
monument could be. 

Ellen Leone No 
No 
Action   

david schlosser Yes Remove   

Olive Williams Yes Remove   

Frank DeFrank MD No 
No 
Action   

Lola   Yes Remove   

Frank Travisano No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Verardi Yes Remove 

This statue absolutely needs to go. As an Italian-American, I 
have heard people in my community decry the idea as an 
insult to our heritage. The frank truth is that Columbus's 
brutal legacy of violence against indigenous peoples is 
nothing to take pride in. This is a symbol of genocide and 
rape and must be acknowledged as such. 



Rich DiSilvio No 
No 
Action 

My daughter lived in Pittsburgh for many years, a city our 
entire family holds dear, and to hear of this intolerant 
attempt to remove the Columbus Statue is shameful. 
 
As noted by Michael Graham, a CBS News contributor:  
A new Marist poll finds 56 percent of Americans admire 
Columbus and support Columbus Day. They reject the idea 
that it’s a holiday about slaughter and enslavement. 
However, if we really want to commemorate horrifying, 
unspeakable violence and oppression in the Americas, we 
have the perfect contender: “Indigenous People’s Day.” 
 
“Long before the white European knew a North American 
continent existed, natives of the Northern Plains were 
massacring entire villages,” says George Franklin Feldman in 
the book “Cannibalism, Headhunting and Human Sacrifice in 
North America.”  
 
Graham goes on to cite “Slavery and Native Americans in 
British North America and the United States: 1600 to 1865,” 
by Tony Seybert, “Most Native American tribal groups 
practiced some form of slavery before the European 
introduction of African slavery into North America.” 
 
Most Americans agree with Michael Graham and many 
scholars, namely that brutal ritual killings by the Aztecs and 
cannibalism by the Carib tribes further testifies to the 
savagery that natives engaged in, yet the malcontents of 
today never mention in their racist attacks. The reality is, all 
races have committed crimes upon humanity, and the New 
Word was not Paradise before Columbus’ arrival. The 
Columbus statue Must Remain! 

Kayla Portis Yes Remove I would like this offensive statue removed. Thank you! 

Anne Jin Yes Remove   

Alex Brant No 
No 
Action 

I am a former 5-year resident of the city. My family 
immigrated there from Italy 
over 100 years ago. Alternatives include a contextual marker. 
Removing the statue solves zero problems. In fact, Pittsburgh 
could use the resources that would be required to remove 
the statue to invest In underserved neighborhoods. 

Emily Martin Yes Alter   

mario petrilli No 
No 
Action   

Courtney Mazo Yes Remove   



Brian Patacchiola No 
No 
Action 

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:  
 
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.  
 
For months, members of the Italian American community 
have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled 
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country 
with little resistance from police or city leadership.  
 
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin 
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and 
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The 
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 
prompted the creation of the holiday.   
 
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against 
discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by 
lawless protesters.  
 
We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and 
heritage that we fought and died for. 

Eugene AJ Vittone No 
No 
Action 

There is no logical reason for removing statues of famous 
people. The Columbus statue at the entrance to  
Schenley Park served as a inspiration to me when I attended  
he University of Pittsbu 

Louis Mennel Yes Remove We can do better 

Mark ODonnell No 
No 
Action   

Mandy Smith No Replace   

Richard Celli No 
No 
Action   

Arthur Bianculli No 
No 
Action   

Caroline Carlson Yes Replace 

It would be nice to see this statue replaced with a monument 
to a BIPOC individual or group of people who made valuable 
contributions to the city. 

Ralph Contini No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

John Bomarito No 
No 
Action 

The art commission should not be making decisions that 
marginalize the contributions that Italian-Americans have 
made, to appease the agenda of a vocal minority. 

Ronald Mazzei No 
No 
Action   



L Baran No 
No 
Action 

Dear Arts Commission Committee, 
 
Italian-Americans have had enough abuse and slander over 
the decades. They, too, have known discrimination in labor 
and housing. They have also known lynching as in the 
infamous lynching of eleven Italian-Americans in New 
Orleans in 1891. 
 
They are immensely proud of where they have come since 
then. And, they have done it through outright hard work, 
assimilation, and living in accord with the American dream - 
and promise. 
 
They celebrate Christopher Columbus as an explorer, as a 
representative of Italian adventuring spirit, and as the 
individual responsible for this continent becoming realized by 
European sovereigns who didn't even know it existed. 
 
Was he a perfect human being? No. Are you? That answer is 
also “No.” 
 
Removal of that Christopher Columbus statue would 
symbolize that Italian-Americans are lesser citizens than 
those who find it “offensive.”  
 
So, stop this nonsense. Focus instead of better education and 
historical context, rather than knee-jerk pandering to the 
latest contingent of offensive folks. 

Audrey Bodenlos Yes Remove   

Daniel Ekern Yes Remove 

Columbus was a demon and any representations of demonic 
energy (and  brutal colonizers) should be removed 
immediately. 

elayne Swift No 
No 
Action   

MARY 
Rosaria ALEO No 

No 
Action   

Michelle Rivera Yes Remove   

Jenn 
Kendall-
Morris Yes Remove   

Elaine Balio No 
No 
Action   

Emanuele Alfano No 
No 
Action   

Sarah Wasageshik No Remove 

As a Native American living in the Pittsburgh area, I know 
that Christopher Columbus is not the "discoverer of 
America". This statue needs to be moved to an installment 
that can capture the full background of his voyages from 
Spain, and the impact to the native populations he 
encountered. 

Danielle Jewell No 
No 
Action   

Mari Hertzberg No 
No 
Action   



Nancy Del Bianco Yes 
No 
Action   

Elizabeth Hunter Yes Remove 

Please remove this statue due to the fact that he is a racist 
killer who didn’t do any of the things claimed in our history 
books. He shouldn’t be celebrated. 

mary innamorato No 
No 
Action   

Dennis Del Bianco Yes 
No 
Action   

Cheryl Sgarlata Yes 
No 
Action 

Please do not remove, replace or alter the Christopher 
Columbus statue.  Thank you. 

Candice Edmondston Yes Remove   

Charlene veronie No 
No 
Action This is history. Please don’t destroy. 

Matthew Silva Yes Replace 

Due to all of the slaughter and poor living conditions 
columbus brought upon the native people of the americas, 
the statue provides an innacurate view on the acts of 
columbus. Thus, we should replace the statue with a symbol 
of hope and power for either marginalized ethnic groups, or 
groups of people that often dont get attention (those that 
struggle with their mental health) 

Dayton Walker Yes Replace Christopher Columbus was a rapist and slave trader 

Ilse   Yes Remove   

Sachin Paka Yes Remove the city should put something that honors  the osage nation 

Brianna Ellison Yes Remove 
Replace the statue with homage to the original inhabitants of 
Pittsburgh, the Osage Nation. 

Kathleen Kapres Yes 
No 
Action 

We are erasing our past history which is unforgivable.  
Children will have no knowledge about the beginnings of the 
greatest country ever formed. 

Angelo Ciambrone No 
No 
Action   

PJ De Rosa No 
No 
Action   

Angelo Ciambrone No 
No 
Action   

Dylan Nagy Yes Remove   

Gloria Curcio No 
No 
Action 

Please continue to recognize the profound positive impact 
Columbus has had on the development of this nation. It is 
hard for us to imagine hat it is like to sail off into the 
unknown. Today we have the world at our fingertips, and are 
always connected. The bravery, imagination, and drive of 
Columbus and the men who sailed with him cannot and 
should not be denied or belittled. Theirs was a different 
world. Please continue to honor these achievements. They 
are, and Columbus is, a part of our history. 



Robert 
Victor Presutti No Alter 

While I don't currently live within the city limits, I was born in 
an Oakland hospital, went to university at Pitt and Duquesne, 
and currently work downtown. I am a direct descendent of 
Italian immigrants from the Abruzzo region, I hold dual US-
Italian citizenship, and am nearly fluent in the language. I am 
36 years old. 
 
Concerning the Columbus statue issue, I'd implore all 
stakeholders to take a moderate stance. On one hand 
Columbus statues were erected as a symbol of Italian 
integration into the United States. At the time, people didn't 
know the entire history of the man himself, other than he 
was an explorer. He became a symbol to Italians in America. 
Yet, as more information about his actions have come to 
light, it is obvious he was brutal and petty, even for the 
standards of the times in which he lived. 
 
Italians are one of the many immigrant groups to Pittsburgh. 
If Columbus is truly a source of sadness for other immigrant 
groups in the city, then I say as a younger Italian American 
that the statue should be altered. The goal of the statue is to 
celebrate Italian Americans, not cause pain. Perhaps the 
statue could be altered to depict an Italian immigrant family 
instead of Columbus. Or even further, perhaps it could be 
altered to depict a general Italic style. 
 
At any rate, I think the statue should remain a representation 
of Italian American integration, but I don't mind removing 
Columbus from the statue. Younger Italian Americans don't 
"hang their hat" on Columbus. 

McKenzie   Yes Remove   

Ella Horner Yes Remove   

Mya Burns Yes Remove 

Pittsburgh does not have a need any longer for a statue that 
has the connotation of racism and colonization for many. We 
can either remove the statue, or replace the statue with one 
of a BBIPOC relevant to the Pittsburgh community. 

Lilly Werling Yes Remove   

Vaun   Yes Replace   

Neila McElfresh Yes Replace   

Lillian McDermott Yes Replace   

Lynne Baran No 
No 
Action 

ALL heritages..NOT JUST ONE.. need to be recognized for 
their own history.  Please do not take down the statue.  
Christopher Columbus discovered America.  PERIOD! 

Thomas Bednarz Yes Replace 

The statue represents aggression through colonization and 
should be replaced I'm favor of something that honors our 
heritage as a city and region. 

Joseph Walkiewicz No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Tomasello No 
No 
Action   

Evi Malagise No Remove   



Melissa Franklin Yes Remove 
Please get rid of this dingbat.  I'm Italian.  This jagoff needs to 
go! 

Bruce Guinn No 
No 
Action 

Let's all leave the statues alone. Columbus, Steven Foster, 
Teddy Roosevelt, and all Confederate ones. 
Don't give in to any protesters. The United States 
government doesn't negotiate with terrorists why negotiate 
with the terrorist protesters. The needs of the many 
outweigh the needs of the few, or the one. 

Dominick Lepri No 
No 
Action   

Sara G Yes Remove   

Melanie Stangl Yes Remove   

Soukaina Eljamri Yes Replace 

Statues are symbols of praise and honor. Is genocide 
honorable? Is rape, murder, and theft honorable? If you have 
answered NO to these questions, then ask yourself why this 
statue exists. History is important and we should absolutely 
be reminded of the horrors committed by historical figures, 
like Columbus. But, people do not learn history from statues 
nor should they. Remove this statue and replace it with one 
of a historical figure who has actually done real good and has 
been forgotten. Someone who won't have the privilege of 
being featured in history books. Someone who represents 
the values of this city and its people. That person is NOT 
Christopher Columbus. 

Lexi Grubbs Yes Remove   

Gabrielle Augustin Yes Replace   

Jack Group Yes 
No 
Action 

This is a piece of history that deserves to be preserved for all 
Americans to enjoy!! 

Tony Marino No 
No 
Action   

Amanda Dunbar Yes Remove   

Dan Trocchio No 
No 
Action 

I am a member of the Knights of Columbus.  Our group's 
name was inspired by Christopher Columbus as a great 
Catholic explorer and symbol of triumph over the oppression 
of Catholics and immigrants.  It is absurd for those that say 
they seek the same ideals, to want to remove the statue. 

Alex Fajgier Yes Remove   

Palak Patel Yes Remove 

This figure is an extremely offensive statue that shows a very 
dark period of American history and needs to be taken 
down!!! 

Pamela 
Dorazio Dean No 

No 
Action   

Sharon Cerrone No 
No 
Action   

Hillary Roeback Yes Remove Bc he was a bad person. 



Lorraine Lombardo No 
No 
Action 

Our Christopher Columbus Statue was recently removed 
from the famous Coit Tower in San Francisco. Many of us 
Italian Americans were upset that the San Francisco Arts 
Commission took it away in the middle of the night with no 
warning.  We were not allowed to surround the statue and 
protect it as we had planned. Many of us were taught that 
Christopher Columbus represents the pride, hard work of 
blood, sweat and tears our ancestors and families went 
through to make good in America. They were also 
discriminated against to the point that many of us were not 
taught our mother Italian language. Many lived in fear. We 
were told, “we live in America now, so we speak English.”  To 
see the statue ripped away as if it meant nothing is 
heartbreaking. Please leave your Christopher Columbus 
statue alone. Leave history alone. Many Italians from Italy 
are angry and horrified to see what has happened to these 
statues across America. We feel ashamed to try and explain 
what is going on here. Leave the statue alone, it was put 
there for good reasons long ago. We are proud and have 
great respect for our heritage. 

Emilio Iannelli No 
No 
Action 

I am of Italian decent, my parents came to this country thru 
the proper channels, and became proud U. S. Citizens. I feel 
that the Christopher Columbus statue should stay where it 
has been for many, many decades, to honor the italian 
people in this USA.  Emilio Iannelli 

Marian Mccann Yes 
No 
Action   

Meredith Maloney Yes Remove 
It is time to remove symbols of the violence of this countries 
origin, which continue to haunt us to this day. 

Katie Jordan Yes Replace 

Removing the statue of Christopher Columbus sends the 
message that the City of Pittsburgh does not idolize 
colonizers or support the actions of individuals and systems 
that were responsible for the deaths of thousands of 
indigenous people. Keeping the statue up is disrespectful to 
indigenous people past, present, and future whose people 
were wrongfully removed from their lands and whose lives 
were oftentimes cut short due to European colonizers such 
as Columbus. 

Evelyn Furrick Yes Replace   

Keith Moyer No 
No 
Action   

Randy Vail No 
No 
Action   

shay   Yes Remove It shouldn’t be presented to anyone . 

Rebekah Skweres Yes Remove   

Scarlet Farina Yes Remove   

Ben Schachter Yes 
No 
Action 

Do not remove the statue. Do not replace the statue. No 
context is needed. 

Giuseppe Buscaino No 
No 
Action   

Lynn Hyatt No 
No 
Action   



Renee D Yes Replace   

Phyllis milkowski Yes 
No 
Action   

Karen Hayes No Replace   

Brandy   Yes Remove 

Please remove this. Putting it in one of the museums is an 
option. But please take this down. We should not be 
honoring this man. I know this is hard for white people to 
hear but our very existence on this continent is atrocious. 

Janise   Yes Replace 

I feel a statue that better represents all people of Pittsburgh/ 
America would give a more positive reaction to visitors and 
locals  alike. It would be nice to have something there that 
dosen't glorify such a dark part of our history. I'd love to see 
something there that gave all people joy! 

Evan DiBiase Yes Replace   

Brian George No 
No 
Action 

This statue is part of Italian-American history. It should NOT 
be removed. 

Alyssa Lynn No Remove 

Removal or replacement is best. We cannot allow this city to 
perpetuate racism by glorifying someone like Christopher 
Columbus. Thank you for considering this statue as the 
problem it is. 

Austin Middleton Yes Remove 

Stop putting up statues, period. Put up a monument to 
commemorate a movement but putting something on one 
person will always leave you open to more criticism that you 
cannot escape. If you put up MLK people would talk about his 
adultery and other flaws, but if it’s for the civil rights 
movement it’s easier to defend 
 
 
 
Or, put that money into educating people on intersectional 
civil rights, inequality, or social programs that will actually 
prevent crime (defund the police already thank you) 

Terry Boring Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a cruel and brutal tyrant. He 
never should’ve been depicted as an admirable figure in 
history. I am a white, Italian Republican and this should not 
even be a political matter, it is a historical one. 

Raymond Robinson Yes Remove 

I would consider placing the statue in a museum where 
proper context could be provided.  
 
Having him perched above people in the park communicates 
a specific message. It says that we hold this figure up. I don't 
think we should hold him up based on all of what he did. Put 
it in a space where his contributions AND atrocities can be 
noted. 

Christine Thomas No 
No 
Action 

There is not GOOD reason to remove the statue! It has been 
a part of our culture for years. Let's learn from our history 
instead of removing it. God Bless 

Dan McNelis Yes Remove   

Anthony Aveni No 
No 
Action 

We need to preserve our history, not remove it. Removing, 
replacing or altering the Christopher Columbus statue would 
be a disgrace to our country. 



Annette 
Kadar-
Weyant No 

No 
Action   

Roger Romero Yes Replace Replace with someone culturally important to the city 

Deanna Shank No 
No 
Action   

Tracey Hnat No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 
Stop tearing down history. Help people understand history 
and why we can and should be better. 

Casey Cunniff Yes Replace 
Chris Columbus is not from Pittsburgh, has never been to 
Pittsburgh and is not pertinent to our fair city in any way. 

Diane Balestrino No 
No 
Action 

This represents an alteration to American Hx.  Whether we 
agree with our forefathers is not the question.  We need to 
embrace all opinions and not try to erase part of our 
heritage. 

JOHN ROLAND No 
No 
Action   

Louis Armagno No 
No 
Action 

If you remove the statue, aren't you also erasing decades of 
the Italian-American struggles to overcome their own racial 
inequality and treatment? And "why?" Because Christopher 
Columbus was not perfect.  Well, then you'd better take 
down every statue in America, including those of every color 
and creed, because you won't find one person without faults 
or sins...we are human beings. We don't raise statues of 
people because they are flawless, but because of what 
they've accomplished for the good of the people. And we 
need heroes, to elevate ourselves and our children to 
become greater human beings through the example they've 
set..."despite their faults!"  God speed you with this difficult 
decision. 

Sophia Rebarchak Yes Remove   

Adam DePuglia No 
No 
Action   

Douglas Marvin No 
No 
Action 

I am a lifelong resident of Allegheny County and lived within 
the city limits from 1947-1998. I worked at Universities in 
Oakland until my retirement in 2013. I have been a member 
of The Heinz History Center, Clayton, WQED, and am still a 
member of PH&LF. I have deep, long, and committed ties to 
the cultural history of Pittsburgh. 
Walking in Schenley Park, and ,yes, walking by The Columbus 
Statue was a lunch-break activity for me during my working 
years. I am quite familiar with the history of that statue and 
many other patriotic monuments  in Schenley Park. I am also 
knowledgable about the history and formation of Schenley 
Park itself. Altering this statue or ‘relegating’ it in any way 
would display a complete disregard for history and culture. 



This would be comparable to The Vandals sacking Rome, 
EXCEPT WE would be our own ‘vandals’. 

Jeffrey Hall No 
No 
Action 

This statue is an important reminder how this country was 
started and should remain in place for future generations. 

Jack Pischke No 
No 
Action   

Leonard Picone Yes Alter 

Our history is important . Many people revere Columbus. 
Like it or not. He is a hero and a pioneer. 
Nothing can change that. 

John Bellizia No 
No 
Action 

I grew up in Pittsburgh and still consider it home as I visit 
several times a year to see family.   
I am begging our leaders to please preserve our history and 
emphasize/offer education instead.    So that those that 
would want to tear down the Columbus statue can learn that 
the reason the statue stands is not indifferent from the cause 
they are attempting to forward by tearing it down.  We need 
unity, dignity, and understanding not more violence and 
senseless destruction.   The use of these negative negotiating 
tactics should not be rewarded with results that encourage 
such behavior.   
 
Thank you for your time, I appreciate your diligent efforts to 
serve the community.  John Bellizia 

Crescenzo Petrilli No 
No 
Action 

My father was a proud Italian Immigrant. He was at the 
ceremony when the statue was put into place. He went every 
year on Columbus Day to visit the statue. It was for Columbus 
himself but pride in his Italian heritage. The Italians helped 
build this country they should be respected. Leave the statue 
be. 

Alexis Green Yes Replace Remove this statue! 

Nathan Schatzman No Replace   

Vicky Feeney No 
No 
Action 

As a former resident I feel i is my obligation to voice my 
concerns over the removal/destruction of history and art. 
The statue doesn't just represent a man but a people and 
struggles we as Italians faced. It brings pride and honor not 
just to Columbus's struggle and actions but those struggles 
and actions Italians faced arriving in the USA. To remove it 
for one groups misbegotten outrage would be to erase a part 
of history that trully played a part in the building of this 
country and her freedoms. 



Roger Cherubini No 
No 
Action Leave the statue as is!!! 

Thalía 
Muñoz-
Malavé Yes Remove   

Maycie Johnson Yes Remove 

I am a Native American woman living in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. My family and I are enrolled in the Apache 
Tribe of Oklahoma, but we are also part Caddo and Kiowa. 
When we moved to Pittsburgh from Oklahoma I quickly 
noticed how there were little to none Native people. No one 
looked like us, no one looked like my family members and 
people from my hometown. Living in Pittsburgh has given me 
the ability to share my Native culture and the story of my 
people with those who do not know the true history of who 
Indigenous people are. Due to white-washed 
education..many people do not know who Columbus truly 
was. He was a murderer, a rapist, a liar, a treaty breaker. He 
encouraged genocide, and stole our land. He tried to kill us 
all off. He did not succeed, and I am here to proclaim that 
this is Native land and Columbus failed. 
 
 He does not deserve to have his own day out of the year and 
he most certainly does not deserve a statue to “honor” him. 
Every time I see a Columbus statue, all it does is remind me 
of the pain my ancestors went through when he and his 
people came to our land.  
 
We are still here. We are resilient.  
#YouAreOnNativeLand 

Cynthia Tam Yes Remove   

Luke hulbert Yes Remove   

Dante Goglia No 
No 
Action   

Frankie Johnson Yes Remove   

Luke Marciniak Yes Remove   

Marcus Henderson Yes Remove   

Paige Murphy Yes Remove   

Natasha   Yes Replace 

I believe there can be a statue that reflects our city in a more 
positive way in lei of the Columbus statue. We have such a 
rich history in Pittsburgh, let’s represent it in a better way. 

Thomas Lausi No 
No 
Action 

I was born in Pittsburgh and graduated from the University of 
Pittsburgh.  I would be very disappointed in Pittsburgh if the 
statue was removed. 

Sydney   Yes Remove   

John Brennan No 
No 
Action 

Prefer you not to further divide the people of Pittsburgh & 
Allegheny County by removing the statue. Thank you. 

George Klingensmith No 
No 
Action   

Jacob Britsch Yes Remove   

Lisa Sottile No 
No 
Action 

Italian heritage must be preserved in every city across the 
United States. 

Max Spitzer Yes Remove   



Lyndsay Edmondston Yes Remove   

Brandon Badger No Replace   

Pablo Anton Yes Remove   

Elaine florio No 
No 
Action   

Jack McClain Yes Replace   

Catherine Dennis No 
No 
Action   

Abriella Crowder Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a colonizer known for the many 
atrocities he brought to the indigenous people of America. 
He does not deserve a statue, and Pittsburgh should not be 
proud of a man guilty of such atrocities. 

Michele Liberatore No 
No 
Action   

Andrew ONeill No Replace 
As someone who visits Pittsburgh frequently and recreates in 
these spaces, I think that my input is valid. 

Chris Taormina No 
No 
Action 

Please do not allow ignorance take away  a chance for a 
teaching point on why monuments exist.  An icon can still 
resonate positivity through a nation even with a major flaw 
in them.  Showcasing the icon does not mean one is praising 
the flaw.  Let us learn from our past and not try to hide it. 

Tom D Yes 
No 
Action No Action 

Charlotte Larson Yes Remove   

Rachelle Coleman No 
No 
Action   

Michael Frank No 
No 
Action 

The history of the United States is what made this nation the 
best in the world. That history is punctuated with good and 
bad, all of which is ours. To erase that history we lose 
ourselves.  Our history, blemishes, cuts and bruises, all need 
to be preserved for all. 

Shaira Amin Yes Remove   

Frances Mastrandrea No 
No 
Action   

Wilhelm Piskorowski No 
No 
Action   

Maria Mastrandrea No 
No 
Action   

Cynthia Piskorowski No 
No 
Action   

DAVID PAWLAK No 
No 
Action 

As a proud member of the Knights of Columbus I consider the 
removal of the Christopher Columbus statue an affront 
against Christianity and an attempt to erase our country's 
history. We've become an "offended" society. It's time to 
stop. 

Olivia Perfetti Yes Replace 

Please replace the Christopher Columbus statue with a statue 
honoring indigenous peoples. It is the VERY LEAST we can do 
to acknowledge the genocide Columbus took part in when 
this land was colonized. We should honor those who were 
murdered as well as all of the indigenous folks alive now who 
still fight for their rights every day. 



Leese Hartman Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a racist who called the indigenous 
people he found already living here “ obstacles”, (this from 
his own diary). He also participated in the slave trade, 
stealing men and women and children from what is now The 
Dominican Republic, forcing them across the sea and into 
bondage, torture and death. He participated willingly in the 
brutal killings of thousands of native peoples, and brought 
disease that is responsible for wiping out thousands of native 
people. He stole this land and murdered and raped and 
pillaged. He started and supported a genocide.  Not a legacy 
to celebrate. At all. Please remove this statue. 

Walter Haim Yes Alter 

Now yinz oughtta take 'em dahn cuz Columbus was a jagoff 
n' never even been to Picksburgh. Whach'yinz oughtta do is 
keep the podium n' put up somethin' better, like Roberto 
Clemente, or one of Franco catchin' the football, or Rick 
Sebak, or even better yet, the statue ain't even that far from 
the Schenley Dinosar Park. Yinz oughta put up a big ol bronze 
velociraptor. That'll keep them pather statues over by the 
bridge piers humble n'at. 

Karen Sellitto No 
No 
Action 

You people are pathetic.  Isn't there anything better to do 
than destroy monuments in an attempt to alter history? 
Are you kidding...history has been written and Christopher 
Columbus is a significant part of that history.  You morons 
need to get a life...get a job and stop all the damn protests 
that are destroying our Nation and accept what it is...History, 
heritage, culture AND art. 

Tessa Karel Yes Remove   

Woan-ling Cheng Yes Replace   

Cheri Malloy No 
No 
Action   

Antoinette Brkovich No 
No 
Action   

Kevin Parent No Remove 

The Columbus statue represents the genocide of the 
Indigenous people of America who lived here before 
Europeans “discovered” the land. The statue should be 
removed. 

William knoll Yes 
No 
Action 

It is a beautiful statue. Nothing is not going to offend 
someone. Let  common sense prevail. Columbus is like all of 
us flawed but so much braver and determined than almost 
everyone. Maybe all of us are here because of him. 

VIncent Ponzio No 
No 
Action   

Jeannie Martin No 
No 
Action   

Francesca Scafidi No 
No 
Action   

Debra Puzak No 
No 
Action   

David Puzak No 
No 
Action   



Matt Ulakovic No Alter 

My grandparents and ancestors took great pride in focusing 
their italian heritage and contributions to the US. This statue 
is one of those ways which shone their pride. They were hard 
workers; also ostracized as less than American in their day. 
 
Rather than removal, their should be a new stone tablet 
erected with the statue to illustrate the complexity of the 
Italian and Colombus story. 

steve goldcamp No 
No 
Action   

Sabrina Khan Yes Remove   

Alan Lucas No Remove   

Jennifer Day Yes Remove He was a thief and a murderer. Get rid of it. 

kelly McGivern No 
No 
Action 

i live outside the city proper but wanted my opinion heard.  
the statue should stay.  It is part of our county's history. 
monuments were errected for a reason, to remember events 
and the past.  I do not agree with some monuments in this 
country but i still want them to stand proudly where 
errected.  if we give into every protest or something that 
offends someone there will be nothing to remind people of 
the past.  only way to not repeat errors is to remember the 
past.  leave the statue of Columbus up and in place. 

Ryan McKelvey Yes Remove 

I hope the Art Commission and the City of Pittsburgh 
understand the importance and value in removing the statue 
of not only a known brutal colonizer but also a man who was 
directly involved and responsible for child sexual slavery. 
How is it possible that this statue, and many others like it, 
still stand erect and in hideous tribute to bondage, 
domination, and slavery?! He has no place in our city. And he 
stands there near the property of the Conservatory?!? A 
place of growth and life?!? A community space, a place for 
everyone?!? Why do these monuments and statues still 
freely stand in our city? Because white supremacy allows 
itself to be replicated at all costs!  
 
Remove the statue and all others like it. To my fellow 
neighbors who find virtue in the person’s legacy, I would ask 
you to re-examine history and think about who we’ve been 
told to honor and respect, and who we’ve been taught were 
barbarians and enemies. 
 
Perhaps the Art Commission can work on righting at least this 
one very misguided wrong.  
 
Thank you,  
Ryan M. McKelvey 
born & raised in McKeesport  
educated & matured in Pittsburgh  
concerned but proud Bloomfielder 

Lawrence H No 
No 
Action   



Thomas PAWLAK No 
No 
Action 

I strongly oppose the removal, replacement or alteration the 
statue 

Ellenore Merchant No Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a contemptible and pathetic man. 
His likeness belongs on no statue, and he has no right to be 
honored by our society in such a manner. 

Michele Altieri No 
No 
Action   

Barbara Agresti No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus is a tribute to all that my Italian 
ancestors have done for America over the years, and 
deserves to remain in the Park.  For what reason would you 
even consider taking it down.  That statue has nothing to do 
with what is happening today and you all know it,  Get Real 

Emily Gianni Yes Remove   

Curtis Eshelman No 
No 
Action History is history and we should not erase it but learn from it. 

Michael Valasek No 
No 
Action 

I live in the Pittsburgh suburbs in New Kensington and am a 
4th degree knight in the Knights of Columbus. I find it a 
travesty they we need to listen to the minority bleeding 
hearts and to take action based on their ridiculous notions of 
injustice.  History is history and when erase it good or bad we 
are doomed. 

Romita D Yes Remove   

Laura Ambrogio Yes 
No 
Action   

Roseann scalise No 
No 
Action 

I grew up in Oakland on Dawson street and would walk thru 
Schenley Park almost daily and pass the statue. I am of Italian 
decent...my father and mother immigrants.   I can’t 
understand how for decades a statue never offended anyone 
but now all of a sudden it means something offense.  What 
about all immigrants and people that it means something 
special too?  Do our opinions not matter.  If it offends 
someone then don’t look at it,  Vuglar Graffiti offends me but 
I don’t look at it. There is art work around the city I think is 
stupid .... There a lot of things in the world I don’t like and 
find offensive but I don’t go destroying them or getting rid of 
it.  That’s what makes America what it is....our differences.  
We need tolerance and people need to learn they can’t have 
their way every time they have their feeling hurt or find 
something they don’t like. 



Zachary Michaels Yes Remove 

The Christopher Columbus statue should come down. I 
personally am not concerned on what replacement happens, 
if there is no replacement at all. My primary concern is that 
we remove the statue from public, and not celebrate a figure 
responsible for suffering. Columbus being seen as a brutal 
colonizer is not revisionism, he was tried for crimes by his 
benefactors in Spain in his own lifetime.  
 
We are obviously at a point of great tension as growing 
awareness and activism around racial injustice pushes up 
against the complacency of mainstream society. The statue 
may only be a symbolic example of white supremacy, but 
symbols have power, and I hope that by defeating our 
complacency, and no longer letting a symbol of oppression 
stand, that we help ourselves rise to the challenge of 
addressing the injustices and inequities that inform our 
society on the material level. 
As we look back at our history, and how we represent it, let 
us ask how we hope history shall represent us. When future 
generations learn of the turmoil that sparked across America 
reaching new heights in 2020, that our city simply dug it’s 
heels into the ground and allowed complacency to win out? 
That even symbolically, we rejected justice? Or do we want 
them to know that we strived to be honorable, to begin a 
process for racial justice? I hope that we choose the latter, 
and that be being willing to think critically about our past, we 
open the door to building a better future 

Richard Gaiani No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

S. Liberto No 
No 
Action   

Helen Rakvic No 
No 
Action   

Carol Fiorelli No 
No 
Action   

Sean Brooks Yes Remove 
Pedophile,rapist,murderer! You can't discover something if 
there are people already there. 

Christopher Guignon Yes Replace 

The space occupied by the C. Columbus statue should be 
replaced with a statue or comparable artwork that 
commemorates or recognizes the contributions of a BIPOC 
figure or group of individuals. 

James Gouker No Replace 

The lower sculpture, itself, is a beautiful representation of 
the fluid movement of water  and a gorgeously rendered 
vessel. It is of the greatest shame it is in commemoration of a 
horrible, evil human who does not deserve the revisionist 
history he received. For the art, it should be preserved, but 
not in a public space. The sculpture needs to be replaced. 



gregory knorr No 
No 
Action   

Kit Stookey Yes Remove   

Bryan Micklr Yes Remove 

Remove and rehome to storage. Given Columbus’ legacy of 
mistreatment of indigenous people of the Americas and the 
Caribbean the commemoration of his image is wholly 
inappropriate—the statue belongs neither in public space 
nor a museum. 

Anthony Pultrone No 
No 
Action 

I am opposed to the removal of statues for any reason. 
Statues were erected to honor someone for their 
achievements.  We all have good things we have done, and 
bad things we have done.  History is full of explorers, 
religious leaders, politicians, inventors, and so on who did 
great things, yet many (if not most) of those people did 
things that, today, would be considered politically incorrect, 
immoral, unethical, and so on.  This does not mean we 
should tear down the monuments to them for the good they 
did or the greatness the were.  Otherwise, just about EVERY 
statue on the planet should be torn down for one reason or 
another.  We are all human and we all make mistakes.  But 
those statues should remind us of the great things that our 
forefathers and ancestors did -- the explorations, inventions, 
the tremendous risks taken and lives lost in pursuit of a 
greater good, and so on.  We should use these statues as a 
basis for learning about our history not wiping it under the 
carpet by tearing down the statues.  Unfortunately, it seems 
that in today's society, people don't want to learn about or 
from the past, they want to erase it as though it never 
happened.  And then go forward and repeat a lot of the same 
dangerous or fatal mistakes that we should have learned to 
prevent or avoid by learning about and thoroughly 
understanding history and how we got where we are today. 

James Schweinberg No 
No 
Action   

Victor Kastelic No 
No 
Action   

Joseph Amodei Yes Remove We can be better, please remove this statue. 

shawn jones No 
No 
Action 

The discovery of America was exceptionally great. Land of 
the free and this is our home 

Karing Coyne Yes Replace 

Columbus is no one's hero. He's needs to be removed... then, 
ideally replaced with aone of the many women of color that 
we should all look up to. 

Amanda Scott Yes Remove   

Tony Di Battista No 
No 
Action   

J Blum No 
No 
Action 

I'm at my summer home but do not need any statue 
locations changes. 
This is history; it can't be  
Ignored.  It a teaching opportunity.  Children and adults can 
learn what happened In our country and hopefully not 
REPEAT those things in life that were wrong. 



Richard Urbin No 
No 
Action   

Debra Basso No 
No 
Action   

Don Gualtieri No 
No 
Action 

I used to live in Pittsburgh and have moved cross state.  2 of 
my children have returned and attend the University of 
Pittsburgh.  I cannot believe that this is even a debate.  The 
leaders of Pittsburgh are a disgrace.  Get control of your city.  
Educate the public.  Christopher Columbus changed the 
world.  What has any one of us done that would even come 
close.  If we don't honor this man, whom should we honor.  
Put aside your petty politics.  In a day where we honor every 
person for being the first to do this or that, this man actually 
did a first that matters.  This is a great country and this is a 
great man.  If we try to erase the memory of Columbus, we 
have certainly become an Orwellian society. 

Debra Basso No 
No 
Action   

Laura Perkins Yes Remove 

How can Pittsburgh be a Welcoming City if we glorify a 
person that not only lead to the oppression of native peoples 
in present-day United States but also in other countries? I 
work at a local NGO that serves the immigrant community. I 
have heard from many community members how great it 
feels when they see the "No matter where you are from, we 
are glad you are our neighbor" sign. It really makes them feel 
safe and in community. That is the very least we can do as 
neighbors and as elected officials. By glorifying a man who 
put us on the road to genocide not only in the United States 
but even MORESO in Central America and the Caribbean, we 
are reminding them of the oppression they fled and telling 
them that they are not safe anywhere because, and I can 
verify this with multiple anecdotes from my work experience, 
people that glorify Christopher Columbus are literal threats 
to the livelihoods of Pittsburgh's immigrant community. Our 
community receives death threats, and those are encouraged 
by the racism embodied by Christopher Columbus. Take it 
down. 

Valerie Pollard Yes Remove   

Marci Sacramento No 
No 
Action   

Phyllis 
Malatesta 
Malpas No 

No 
Action 

As a second generation Italian/American and a member of 
the ISDA (originally from Cleveland, Ohio.)  
Please maintain Christopher Columbus statue in honor of the 
Italian/American heritage, among the diversity of all peoples. 

Keely Lombardi Yes Replace 

The statue should be replaced with a commemoration of the 
indigenous peoples that are native to the Pittsburgh area 
including but not limited to the Hopewell tribe, Adena tribe, 
and Monongahela people. 

Mary Giulianelli No 
No 
Action It causes  no harm to anybody. 



Joseph Latess No 
No 
Action 

Just like other symbols of our diverse heritages in the US, 
Italian Americans are proud to embrace the contributions of 
Christopher Columbus and we have the right to celebrate our 
heritage in this way, just as others are given the right to 
celebrate theirs. 

Frank Basso No 
No 
Action   

Paul Peng Yes Remove   

Donald Turowski No 
No 
Action 

Removal of the Columbus statue would be an incorrect 
action in my opinion.  Columbus was a positive person of the 
past and his statue should remain. 

Adam Hayes Yes Remove 
We should not be celebrating a man who is responsible for 
countless deaths of indigenous peoples. 

Ruth DiMare No 
No 
Action 

My Husband and his family came to this country and worked 
hard and were discriminated against. They were proud of 
their heritage. Columbus was 5centuries ago. Let the Italians 
get the recognition they deserve 
 
Y 

Sandy Marra No 
No 
Action   

Mary   No 
No 
Action 

With the recognition of Christopher Columbus came the 
acceptance of the Italian people by the United States of 
American.   The Italian Americans had been a population 
looked upon with prejudice and unfairness. 
Does anyone remember Sacco and Venzetti and how they 
were treated.   
For years in history books we learned that Christopher 
Columbus discovered American and we learned a rhyme 
about it.  Now with new information from a journal that may 
or may not have existed, he is portrayed as a man who 
perpetrated horrible offenses.  Information may be 
discovered about other historical figures that some people 
may be offended by and those statues will also have to be 
removed.   
Pretty soon we will be rewriting history to suit what we are 
not offended by. 
History cannot be changed by removing statues.  We need to 
look at history as a learning experience. 

Lynn Mitcheltree No 
No 
Action 

This is history, history is ugly and we learn from history. You 
are catering to a Marxist organization, that is doing the same 
thing the Nazis did in Germany before they started killing 
Jews. 

Antoinette Petrucci No 
No 
Action 

This statue is part of our history and serves as a reminder of 
the significant contributions made by fellow Italians over the 
centuries.  Please keep it. 

Sara   Yes Replace 
Remove and replace with a Black or POC historical figure who 
has postiviely impacted the city or greater Pittsburgh area. 



James Burczewski No 
No 
Action 

My mother was 100% italian.  The paperwork from when 
both her mother and father immigrated here shows both 
were "southern Italian"  ie....brown skin.    
Italian americans were on receiving end of racist oppression 
from late 1800's until mid 1900's.  
Columbus day was proclaimed due to racist lynchings of 
Italians...  
Removing this statue would be announcing the continued 
racial hatred of italians, and animosity towards Italians by US, 
just like the New York times condoned the racial hatred 
against Italians.   
 
Just because Pittsburgh forgot about the racist treatment & 
lynchings of Italians...the rest of us don't.    
 
Plus...Howard Zinn was a dirty lying communist. 

Sierra Wimer Yes Remove   

Monica Buchanan No 
No 
Action 

Basically - ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!!  While I do not live in 
Pittsburgh now, I have in the past.  My son is a graduate of 
Duquesne Univ.!  My brother has lived in Pittsburgh his 
entire adult life & continues to live there with his family - 
almost 35 years.  My older sister also lived in Pittsburgh for a 
number of years.  KEEP THE STATUE RIGHT WHERE IT IS!!! 

Terry McGivern No 
No 
Action 

We are entitled to celebrate our heritage and 
accomplishments, just as all other groups are. Leave the 
statue alone! 

Martin Celedonia No 
No 
Action   

Angela 
Greco Honchar Yes 

No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 



Alex Pietropaolo No 
No 
Action 

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: 
  
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. 
  
For months, members of the Italian American community 
have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled 
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country 
with little resistance from police or city leadership. 
  
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin 
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and 
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The 
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 
prompted the creation of the holiday. 
  
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against 
discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by 
lawless protesters. 
  
We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and 
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died 
for. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
Regards, 
  
Alex Pietropaolo 



Concetta Pietropaolo Yes 
No 
Action 

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: 
  
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. 
  
For months, members of the Italian American community 
have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled 
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country 
with little resistance from police or city leadership. 
  
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin 
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and 
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The 
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 
prompted the creation of the holiday. 
  
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against 
discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by 
lawless protesters. 
  
We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and 
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died 
for. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
Regards, 
  
Concetta Pietropaolo 



Elizabeth Pietropaolo Yes 
No 
Action 

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: 
  
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. 
  
For months, members of the Italian American community 
have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled 
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country 
with little resistance from police or city leadership. 
  
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin 
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and 
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The 
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 
prompted the creation of the holiday. 
  
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against 
discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by 
lawless protesters. 
  
We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and 
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died 
for. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
Regards, 
  
Elizabeth Pietropaolo 



Vince Pietropaolo No 
No 
Action 

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: 
  
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. 
  
For months, members of the Italian American community 
have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled 
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country 
with little resistance from police or city leadership. 
  
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin 
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and 
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The 
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 
prompted the creation of the holiday. 
  
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against 
discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by 
lawless protesters. 
  
We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and 
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died 
for. 
  
Thank you for your consideration.  
  
Regards, 
  
Vince Pietropaolo 

R Miceli No 
No 
Action 

This statue represents the struggle of Italian immigrants in 
the early years of this country. The comments about His early 
years in the 14,000 and beyond have no Documentation 

David Graziani No 
No 
Action 

I am the Vice President of the Cesare Battisti Lodge #27 in 
Schererville Indiana , although I do not reside in Pittsburgh 
our fraternal Italian club is a member of the Italian Sons and 
Daughters of America also known as the I.S.D.A. The I.S.D.A. 
does have their offices in Pittsburgh. All of us of Italian 
descent are very proud of our heritage and will not stand for 
the disrespect being shown to our culture and history. My 
father was born in Italy and fought very hard to acclimate 
himself to the American lifestyle. along with my 
grandparents, he taught us to be proud of our heritage and 
stand up for ourselves as he had when people called him 
derogatory names and would not hire him for work to 
provide for our family. Christopher Columbus is part of our 
history and culture. Italian Americans are now a BIG part of 
the American culture . Please vote No Action on the 
Columbus statue and let us Italians retain a BIG part of our 
culture. Thank You  David Graziani ,  
                                                                                                                             
Vice President/Cesare Battisti Lodge #27 



Katie West Yes Remove 

I support the full removal of the statue from where it stands 
but also support relegating these statues to historical care to 
create educational content not only about the true nature of 
the depicted figure but the history of memorialization of 
historic figures. This also allows more opportunities for 
conversations and learning opportunities surrounding issues 
of race. By removing these statues and recognizing and 
educating about the inequities and atrocities committed by 
them or in their name we can create a more well informed 
and inclusive city. 

Ben stapinski Yes 
No 
Action 

Leave our history alone , this is ridiculous  
1492 come on , next they will want to tear down the 
pyramids and Rome ,  
If you have no history you have nothing 

Angela   Yes Remove   

Joseph Lettrich No 
No 
Action 

By even considering removing this statue shows the Italian-
American people great disrespect.  Maybe the people that 
are calling for removal of this statue should actually read and 
study history instead of listening to the opinion of the 
radicals that insist that their opinion is right.  We have no 
right to change history or rewrite it.  How about some 
common sense.  You cannot alienate one group of people 
because another group has a different interpretation of 
history. 

Gary LeRoy No 
No 
Action Please save the Columbus statue, it’s our history!! 

Enio 
Anthony Tozzi No 

No 
Action 

The Columbus statue has been  in its location for many years 
and is part of our Italian culture.  It should not offend 
anybody and is a symbol of our freedom and free of 
persecution.  Pleas let it remain where it is. 

Michael ferranti Yes 
No 
Action   

Brett Shumaker Yes Remove 

Columbus didn’t discover America and there’s no reason to 
celebrate him. He was a murderer and a tyrant and any quick 
google search will tell you that. 

Elio D’Errico Yes 
No 
Action 

Columbus statues have been a symbol that represent the 
contributions Italian Americans have made to our country, as 
well as serving as a remembrance of the hardship, prejudice 
and bigotry our ancestors had to overcome in their quest to 
find a better life for all of us in America. We are entitled to 
celebrate our heritage and accomplishments, just as all other 
groups are. 
If people are offended, don’t look at it!! 



Stephen Weiss Yes Remove 

The main purpose and function of statues is not to teach 
history, but to bestow honor on the individuals represented. 
It's why statues of Saddam Hussein were toppled along with 
his brutal regime--not to ignore or erase the history of his 
brutality, but to hopefully celebrate new possibilities. It's why 
we learn about Hitler, Stalin, Pol Pot, and Pinochet--all 
without erecting statues. One day, if civilization lasts long 
enough, our great-great-grandchildren will learn about the 
horrors of Donald J Trump. But, God have mercy, may they 
never have to stare up at a statue of the Donald scarfing 
down a bucket of KFC! 

Michelle Stovka No 
No 
Action 

Columbus statues have been a symbol that represent the 
contributions Italian Americans have made to our country, as 
well as serving as a remembrance of the hardship, prejudice 
and bigotry our ancestors had to overcome in their quest to 
find a better life for all of us in America. We are entitled to 
celebrate our heritage and accomplishments, just as all other 
groups are. 

Sarah Schroeder Yes Remove 

I cannot support the city monumentalizing a murderer and 
tyrant. Keeping this statue up celebrates slavery and racist 
genocide, amongst other horrors brought to America by 
Columbus. It should be removed immediately. 

Brian Miller No 
No 
Action   

Denise Komoroski No 
No 
Action   

Barry Thomas No 
No 
Action   

Gary Colosimo Yes 
No 
Action 

This Statue represents my Italian Heritage, and I respectfully 
ask that it not be removed. 
I would never ask for any monument representing anyone's 
heritage to be removed. 
Thank you, 
Gary Colosimo 

Elaine Kristan No 
No 
Action   

Mike Fetchero No 
No 
Action   

Sam Castorani No 
No 
Action 

Disgraceful that  you are considering this action.  History 
cannot  and should not be erased. 

Erin Kelly Yes Replace 

I support replacing the Christopher Columbus statue. There 
are many other individuals, including individuals of Italian 
descent, including those from Western PA, who could be 
honored. 

Nicole Lucas No 
No 
Action 

I have lived and worked in Pittsburgh for the majority of my 
life.  I have the right to display my heritage just as much as 
everyone else.  Removing statues will not resolve the issues 
faced by our country at this time. 



Nancy Ritthamel No 
No 
Action 

I grew up in Pittsburgh and still have family and friends there. 
I come back every year. My parents were both Italian 
immigrants and this statue represents the struggles 
immigrants faced coming to this country though they were 
proud to become Americans 

Kolleen Gregorio No 
No 
Action   

Louis Caracciolo No 
No 
Action Protect Columbus and all other statues... 

Richard Gawaldo No 
No 
Action   

Mary Jean Phillips Yes Replace 

Not only does this statue memorialize and celebrate the 
atrocities at the very foundation of our nation, and thus must 
be removed, but also it is a esthetically displeasing and 
always has been. Mr. Rogers would be better there in 
Oakland, perhaps. Or Guyasuta. 

John Parker Sr No 
No 
Action Help save our history 

Janet Nagel No 
No 
Action   

Teryl Mcgough No 
No 
Action   

Matthew Banks No 
No 
Action   

James Boyle No Remove 

Christopher Columbus is responsible for the murder of 8 
million Native Americans.  His "soldiers" were permitted to 
rape Native American adults and young adults as a reward 
for good service.  He does not deserve to be honored. 

Karen Yuko No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

Rosalie Barsotti Yes 
No 
Action   

Ashley Lentz No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Valerio No 
No 
Action 

After all these years, leave well enough alone to protect our 
heritage.  You can't change what happened in the past. 

Kristen Whitlinger Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a genocidal colonizer. Take it 
down and replace it with a statue honoring a Pittsburgh 
native, even better an unsung Black Pittsburgh-er. Take it 
down and replace it with a statue that honors a movement, 
an event... anything that is not a historical villain. 



Roseann Cirelli No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are, 
and if you remove the Columbus statue, you are denying or 
rights as Italians and Italian-Americans to do so. 

Joanna Sasso No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

Patricia Bellizia No 
No 
Action History can not be erased. 

John Musolino No 
No 
Action   

Carlino Giampolo Yes 
No 
Action Statement is already on record. 

Joe Dill No 
No 
Action WWJD? 

Anthony Sunseri No 
No 
Action 

I grew up in McKees rocks and my family are proud Italian 
immigrants and standby the true history of this country and 
what Christopher Columbus did needs preserved... Do not 
touch that statue... It is a history that the generations 
deserve to be preserved. 

carol rogers No 
No 
Action   

Jayne Bartolotti No 
No 
Action Please leave the statue! 

Joseph Lucchino No 
No 
Action 

As my statement I am going to quote Professor William J. 
Connell (Seton Hall Univ.) who also has authored several 
books on this and related subjects-- "we neither 
commemorate Columbus' birth nor his death, but rather the 
date of his arrival in the New World. …. marking "the first 
encounter that brought together the original and future 
Americans.  A lot of suffering followed Columbus' landing on 
San Salvador, and a lot of achievement, too. It was a 
momentous, world-changing occasion, such as has rarely 
happened in history."   Many immigrants(particularly Italians) 
to this country and Catholics have been and are influenced 
by his vision to find a place that people could come to live 
and work in a better place than where they came.  Think long 
and hard before you begin tearing down statues of people 
who were never thought to be perfect.  We may never put 
another statue anywhere if you start using  that standard. 

Eric Worthing Yes 
No 
Action 

I am a member of the ISDA and I believe the Columbus statue 
should remain in the park.  You can't change history! 

Jayne Bartolotti No 
No 
Action   



Carolyn Mariano No 
No 
Action   

Noah 
Pillion-
Gardner Yes Replace 

Please remove the statue of Christopher Columbus and 
replace it with a statue that honors the rich history of Native 
Americans that made western PA their home before they 
were forced to leave by Europeans. 

Michael Brant No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus has been wrongly accused for actions 
taken against the inhabitants of the island where he landed 
in 1492 and subsequent years. Professor Carol 
Delaney(retired from Stanford Univ.) wrote a book entitled 
"Columbus and the Quest for Jerusalem". Her research was 
very detailed and included an examination of the diary of 
Columbus as well as his personal letters, which are housed in 
the library in Genoa, Italy. This book along with The Diario of 
Christopher Columbus' First Voyage to America 1492-1493, 
and Ferdinand Columbus' "Admiral Christopher Columbus" a 
biography of his life, will contradict the erroneous beliefs 
that are being spread by  many people who try to lead 
mayors , city councils, , governors, and  others to believe in 
this false information, resulting in the removal of his statues 
and name from many areas of the country. This is not right. 
Christopher Columbus' life should be celebrated and not 
vilified. 

Laura Cramer Yes Remove   

Lori Lavalle No 
No 
Action 

Do not remove the statue. Christopher Columbus discovered 
this land we call America. Do not touch the statue. 

Sean Stephens Yes Replace   

Dennis Noworyta No 
No 
Action   

Erin Joyce No Remove 

While I technically live about 40 minutes away from 
Pittsburgh, I have long considered it my city.  
Removing or replacing statues doesn't erase history or undo 
harm, but we certainly don't need statues exalting  the 
people responsible for said harm. Christopher Columbus 
enslaved and trafficked human beings, subjecting them to 
grotesque violence. He was responsible for the near 
genocide of the Taíno people. It's extremely inappropriate 
for the city to be honoring him in such a fashion. The statue 
should be removed or replaced. If replaced, it should be with 
a statue created by a person of color, as people of color were 
his primary victims. 

Martin Celedonia No 
No 
Action   

Louis Aliberti, No 
No 
Action 

I called in Pittsburgh as a Sales Electrical Engineer for 
Decades as a Manufacture's Rep.  Many of the companies we 
represented are headquartered nearby. Trying to change 
History by removing Statues is only adding fuel that hurts the 
USA. 



Antonietta 
Pietropaolo Farrah No 

No 
Action 

Columbus stands to recognize the many immigrants who 
arrived in the four centuries after him.  His statue is a 
statement AGAINST bigotry in American History that led to 
the lynching of 11 Italian (Sicilian) immigrants in New Orleans 
during a time when Italian immigrants were described as 
'enemy aliens.' Do the right thing Pittsburgh 

Patricia Bevack No 
No 
Action   

Maria 
Valenti palijaro No 

No 
Action   

Janet Settembro No 
No 
Action 

I have been deeply disturbed by the protesters taking down 
the beautiful statues that are in our parks, cities, and towns.  
These statues are a work of art and beauty and will not be 
duplicated in our present day statues.  I am asking you to 
leave the statue alone in the park.  Christopher Columbus 
represents our history of the USA and the achievement of 
Italian Americans in the USA.  I am assuming that many 
Italian Americans in the Pittsburgh Area donated their hard 
earned money to erect this statue.  Also,  Christopher 
Columbus ventured out into the world to explore new lands 
thus learning new things along the way.  He could be a 
motivation tool to our young people to improve themselves 
by exploring new things and learning about new ideas.  
Please do not remove this statue. 

Linda Franco No 
No 
Action   

Clara Weibel Yes Remove 

I hope that the "remove" and "replace" options end up being 
counted together, as the important action step moving 
forward is to no longer be glorifying Columbus. Although the 
"alter" option might allow people to learn about the darker 
history behind him and his violent conquests, it does not 
address how the very nature of pubic monuments dignifies 
their subject. I believe the statue should be removed because 
the message it sends does not align with what Pittsburgh 
should stand for. I would also like to see more collaboration 
with Natives so that removing the statue is not only symbolic, 
but a meaningful step towards decolonization. 

Elizabeth Whittington Yes Replace   



Philip Spampinato No 
No 
Action 

It is ironic that an emblem of the struggle of Italian 
immigrants to be treated like "all men are created equal" is 
being considered for removal. I grew up in Pittsburgh and 
learned at an early age that Italians were second class 
citizens. In my youth, I spent time in Bloomfield, where my 
grandparents lived. In that section of Pittsburgh, I fit in, but 
when I went to high school in the suburbs, it was different. I 
wasn't a white, anglo-saxon, and, even worse, I wasn't a 
Protestant.  Over time I also learned about events like 
Columbus Day celebrations that helped give Italians a boost 
up in society; to give Italians a place when they weren't 
welcome in many places.  Italians in America adopted 
Christopher Columbus as a symbol of their legitimacy and of 
their struggle to belong.   More than a famous explorer, 
Columbus became a focal point for the aspirations of Italian-
Americans who wanted to celebrate their Italian heritage and  
claim their part of the American Dream.  From my 
perspective, none of that has changed. Columbus Day and 
Columbus statues remain symbols of coming to this country, 
filling the jobs no one wanted, working hard to give your 
children a better life and finally being accepted into society. 
We should remember and we should celebrate that history. 
And, perhaps, we should take this opportunity to educate 
America about this side of Columbus; not only the foreigner 
who disrupted and damaged Native American lives, but the 
symbol of the aspirations of immigrants. 

Drew Bone No 
No 
Action   

Casey Maher Yes Replace   

Emily Foster Yes Replace 

Please replace the Columbus statue with a figure that 
accurately represents the pride of our city. Columbus was a 
colonizer whose actions led to the deaths of thousands of 
Native people and the near eradication of their culture. No 
one should have pride in that. If Italian Pittsburghers want 
the statue to represent them they can pick an Italian figure 
who doesn’t represent genocide.  
 
Thank you 

Brenda Meli Yes 
No 
Action 

I DO NOT AGREE AT ALL - THIS HAS TO STOP!  BY 
CONTINUING TO ALLOW THIS IT'S GOING TO LEAD TO FAR 
MORE WORSE SITUATIONS - LEAVE HISTORY ALONE!  WE 
TAXPAYERS AND RESIDENTS ARE SICK OF THIS 

Daniel Strinkoski Yes 
No 
Action   

Joyce Mariani No 
No 
Action   

william kelly No 
No 
Action 

why succumb to anarchists and neer do wells? call buddy 
fortunato publisher of italian tribune of w orange nj to learn 
true facts of cristoforo columbo. 

Mary 
Monica-
Meyers No 

No 
Action   



Gail Nemeth No 
No 
Action all Christopher Columbus statues should stand 

Elaine Marie Moutafakis No 
No 
Action 

Please do not allow violent minorities to use intimidation to 
force their demands on peaceful citizens.  Keep the 
Columbus statue. 

Karen 
Cuozzo Connor No 

No 
Action   

Valerie C No 
No 
Action   

Jack Riley No 
No 
Action   

Dennis Fiorelli No 
No 
Action   

Sherry Kastelic No 
No 
Action   

Janet Trem Yes 
No 
Action 

I think it is a disgrace to remove a part of our history. I am 
not Italian, Columbus discovered this country. You can not 
take that away, or to the Italian heritage's symbol of the 
prejudice and bigotry they had to overcome to find a better 
life for all in America. Why would you deny anyone that right. 
Why would you want to disgrace this country, by disgracing 
the person that had the courage to discover this country. 

KERRIE BANKE No 
No 
Action   

Clyde Dawson No 
No 
Action   

Renee   No 
No 
Action 

For the love of all Italian's everywhere...stop this silliness and 
leave Columbus where he stands in Pittsburgh.  You have NO 
right to remove any statue within their community. Find 
something constructive to do with the people's money.  Help 
the homeless, clean up the streets, and help find a way to 
stop people from destroying communities.  This is senseless 
and sad.  If you tear down Columbus what will the select, 
uneducated morons want you to destroy next.  Stop this 
madness and educate the public on the world at the time 
Columbus was walking it.  Stop cow-towing to a few 
crybabies who just was attention, beacuse if you don't they 
will never stop having things removed. 

Carmen Biondo No 
No 
Action   

Frank Genovese No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Pugliese No 
No 
Action   

Robert Rizzo No 
No 
Action   

Rose Nalepa No 
No 
Action   

Francine Pugliese No 
No 
Action   



Paul  Oddo Jr No 
No 
Action 

As an American of Italian descent I heartily oppose any 
removal, replacement or alteration of any statue of 
Christopher Columbus, located anywhere in the city of 
Pittsburgh or in the United States. Columbus is an integral 
part of the history of the United States (and the world) and, 
accordingly, deserves the recognition he so richly deserves 
for his part in the discovery, exploration and subsequent 
development of the American continents, both north and 
south. 

Robert Schiavone Yes 
No 
Action Why would you remove a piece of history??? WHY??????? 

Mark Francis Spence No 
No 
Action 

Please, do not take down the statue of Christopher 
Columbus.  Hate is not cured by hate. 

Katie Sikorski No 
No 
Action   

Renee Breiding No 
No 
Action 

I am of Italian descent and proud of my heritage.  I strongly 
disagree that removing statues is this country's answer to the 
on-going issues.  We need to preserve and teach our children 
the history behind these statues.  Removing them doesn't 
remove the hate, it only emboldens those who wish to 
destroy everything that this country was founded on.  "God 
chose the color of your skin.  You choose the content of your 
character."  I stand behind the Italian community of the 
greater Pittsburgh area to NOT REMOVE the Columbus 
statue.  If my mother was still alive she would be appalled at 
this act.  So I am casting a NO ACTON vote in memory of 
Clara Christina DiSabatino! 

Neil Garguilo No 
No 
Action 

As an American of Italian descent I am appalled that you are 
thinking about taking down your Christopher Columbus 
stature.  He was a great man and we all would not be here if 
it was not for his courage.  You are insulting me and my 
heritage if you remove his statue. 

Paul lorincy Yes 
No 
Action   

David Huffman No Remove   

Mimli 
Roychoudhur
y No Remove   

Peter Rafaniello No 
No 
Action   

Michela Perna No 
No 
Action   

Mario Maraldo No 
No 
Action   

Wanda Guthrie Yes Replace   

Tom Tambellini Yes 
No 
Action 

I think it's an absolute travesty to even consider removing 
this statue. Our ancestors were not perfect, but they were 
the visionaries and trail blazers of their time. Let he who is 
perfect be the one to begin removal of this grand statue. 
Who will be that person? 



Katherine Pirilla Yes Remove 

If the city of Pittsburgh is to replace the statue at a time 
when public funding is no longer under such strain as it is 
during the pandemic, I would support erecting a statue in the 
image of Billy Strayhorn or Charles Teenie Harris. 

Edie Schneider No 
No 
Action   

John Gentilcore Yes 
No 
Action   

Christine 
Musella Peruzzini No 

No 
Action 

I respectfully request that the Statue remain, so that future 
generations can remember and honor an immensely 
important aspect of our American history.  Let the statue 
continue to stand to recognize the contributions of our 
Italian ancestors, who discovered a new world and who 
helped create the uniqueness that is the United States. 

Antonietta Gentilcore Yes 
No 
Action   

Martina Tatalias Yes 
No 
Action   

Angela 
Lazzaro Rombach No 

No 
Action 

This statue needs to stand until further discussion can be 
held. All citizens should have an opportunity to peacefully 
debate the merits for both keeping or removing it. We live in 
the USA, where democracy is the fiber of our beliefs and 
principles. Too often we succumb to the pressure of the 
loudest among us without collectively coming together to 
peacefully reach a compromise. 

Sabrina Tatalias Yes 
No 
Action   

Rachel Leftwich No Remove   

Basil Tatalias Yes 
No 
Action   

Carol Lee Ponzio No 
No 
Action Thank GOD for Columbus!!!! 

Dina Tatalias Yes 
No 
Action   

Gina Illuzzi No 
No 
Action We need to learn from our history. 

Henry Grady No 
No 
Action 

Tributes to those that built and settled our Great country 
need to remain and be maintained so all Americans are made 
aware of how our Great Land and our Freedoms originated 
so we may all enjoy the hard work and sacrifice of those who 
came before us. 

Julienne Howard No Remove   



Angela De 
Marco Manzi No 

No 
Action 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I would ask that you leave the statue 
of Christopher Columbus in its place with no alteration.  As a 
child of Italian born naturalized Americans, I am deeply 
saddened and disturbed by continued national efforts to 
downplay the symbols of my and other Italian born families 
who came to this country in search of a better life for 
themselves and their children.  Those who landed here from 
Italy faced marginalization and were also victims of racism.  
The endless actions to vilify Columbus by removal not only of 
the statues but of the holiday in his honor as well is a 
continued effort to discriminate and is no less racist to Italian 
Americans in 2020 America.  I would hope you will take these 
thoughts into consideration when making your decision. 
Thank you for your time and attention.  Angela De Marco 
Manzi 

Aaron Zimmerman Yes Remove 

Our city should not be glorifying a man who committed 
brutal genocide and horrible atrocities. Nor should we be 
celebrating someone who didn't even do what he's so 
famous for, considering he wasn't the first European to step 
foot in North America. Build a statue for Leif Erikkson. Or Jeff 
Goldblum 

Martin Celedonia No 
No 
Action At what point do we stop removing history, and what's next? 

Richard Ponzio Sr No 
No 
Action 

Be Pittsburgh STRONG....like former Mayor Richard Caliguiri, 
my friend!! 

William Depner No 
No 
Action 

Black Lives Matter co-founders are openly Marxist, 
admittedly employing Marxist strategy. Tearing down 
historical monuments is a Marxist trick to rewrite history. A 
society that does not know its history is like a aperson with 
amnesia. It can be brainwashed with a new ideology. When 
Marxists overthrew Lenin in Russia, aMao in China, they tore 
down their statutes to erase history to write a new ideology. 
 
     Public officials who remove monuments to erase history 
to overthrow the US. violate their oath of office to uphold & 
defend the US. Constitution.  They are subject to 
impeachment. 

Joan Bellisario No 
No 
Action 

Although I do not currently live in the city limits, I  did for 
most of my life, and I feel that the actions of the city have an 
huge influence on the entire county.  I have always been 
proud that the city honors Christopher Columbus with this 
statue, reflecting their view of the important contributions 
that Italian Americans have made to this lovely city. It would 
be sad to see the city remove or alter the statue showing 
disregard for the entire Italian American population here and 
throughout the whole USA.  Let us be a beacon of light and 
an example of a city ready to protect and preserve the 
historic values of all of our ethnic cultures, not just a few.  
Not the least of the charms of this metropolis are the rich 
heritages and ongoing celebrations of many of our diverse 
immigrant communities.  Don't dishonor this statue. 

Pasquale Illuzzi No 
No 
Action This is about history. 



Ron DiMichele No 
No 
Action   

Phylicia McMillan Yes Remove   

Maren Van Cleave Yes Replace 
If you have nothing to replace it with, I would rather you just 
remove it and have nothing there. 

Raymond marinpetro No 
No 
Action   

Nick Wytiaz Yes 
No 
Action   

Justin McKeag No 
No 
Action   

Pamela Tsapalas No 
No 
Action   

A. Francis Williams Yes 
No 
Action 

This is not right to try to remove and/or alter the past. 
History is history and the next thing you know someone will 
hate Jesus Christ and demand that be removed or altered as 
well. William Penn owned slaves; I ask you now should we 
change the name of Pennsylvania ??!is getting way out of 
control.  When will it stop? One person writes a fictional 
book that characterizes Christopher Columbus as s bad 
human being instead of a hero and  because that sentiment 
is repeated for 25 years then everyone just assumes it’s true.  
When someone decides to writes books that vilify George 
Washington Carver and Frederick Douglass, etc. will we then 
destroy their legacies as well? Think about it long and hard 
before you create a situation that will come back to bite you. 

Hope Dix No Remove   

Carmen Tomci No Alter   

Lisa Marshall No Remove 
Remove it to a museum. Honor Italian Americans in another 
way that is not attached to Columbus 

George Jacobs No 
No 
Action 

You must continue to honor Christopher Columbus as an 
explorer.  You cannot rewrite history and remove him from 
the past.  He deserves to be honored and remembered by all 
Americans. 

Gabriella Rosalina No 
No 
Action   

Matt Bonanno No 
No 
Action   

Maria Calla No 
No 
Action   

Michelle Christopher No 
No 
Action   

Gina Di Bello No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 
History should never be torn down and forgotten.  It should 
always be something we learn from, whether believe it is 
right or wrong. 



Philip Christopher No 
No 
Action 

We have a right to celebrate our Italian culture.  By removing 
this statue you are saying we are not relevant in building this 
great nation. Shame. This is racist. 

Margaret Kennedy No 
No 
Action 

Pittsburgh is sometimes a class trip city and in years past we 
have visited the Christopher Columbus statue...Thank you for 
your consideration. 

Vernetta Gaiani No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

Gayle Christopher No 
No 
Action You are showing prejudice against the Italians. 

Richard Wolf No 
No 
Action The Christopher Columbus statue should remain intact 

Deanna Mammina No 
No 
Action   

PHILIP 
ANTHONY CAROSELLI No 

No 
Action 

As a former lover of Pittsburgh, and a member ISAD I find it 
absolutely deplorable that a statue of Christopher Columbus 
is being removed for special interest groups. What about my 
Italian heritage. I vote NO ACTION. 

Mia Petrocelli No Remove 

As a 2nd generation Italian American, and granddaughter of 
2 Italian immigrants who resided in Pittsburgh for many years 
after their journey to America, I am ashamed to have 
Christopher Columbus as a representation of my heritage in 
this country. By leaving this state up and continuing to 
celebrate this man, we are condoning and celebrating the 
horrendous acts he committed against other human beings. 
By celebrating Columbus, we are celebrating the racist 
genocide of natives, land robbery, slavery, serial rape and 
torture. This is not acceptable, and this statue, along with all 
statues of Columbus around the US, should be removed. 

Karen Goodfellow Yes 
No 
Action   

Fred Ramundo No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. 

Dolores Giunta No 
No 
Action   

Enrico Stazzone No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Basso No 
No 
Action   

Ralph Cantal No 
No 
Action Let he who is without sin cast the first stone 

connie del signore No 
No 
Action   



Joe kapura No 
No 
Action 

Our heritage must be understood preserved and protected. 
Christopher Columbus was not the  villan he is made out to 
be. He was a couageous man who deserves our respect for 
his role in history. 

Walt Drennan Yes Remove   

Karen Haid No 
No 
Action   

DENNIS SCHILLING No 
No 
Action   

Amy Abbott Yes 
No 
Action 

Enough is enough! This is a symbol to Italian-American 
Americans! 

Sam maksimchuk No 
No 
Action   

Nicholas Ricci Yes 
No 
Action   

Larry Reilly No 
No 
Action 

No reason to touch it leave it alone. The city should be a 
shame that this is brought up. People who don’t like the 
statue don’t come and look at it and if someone wants a 
statue of someone then put it up and let them pay for it. 
Enough is enough!!!!!! 

Edward Hammill No 
No 
Action Quit trying to placate everybody. 

anonymous   Yes 
No 
Action   

Theresa maksimchuk No 
No 
Action This is getting out of hand. Enough already. 

Peter Camarda No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

patricia kurneck Yes 
No 
Action   

Julianne Veltri No 
No 
Action   

Elizabeth   Yes Replace 

The Christopher Columbus statue should be removed.  An 
appropriate replacement might be a monument to the native 
peoples who inhabited our area before the arrival of 
Columbus.  I believe it’s imperative that monuments in our 
built environment demonstrate respect to all people 
including victims of genocide such as indigenous people, 
marginalized and repressed ethnic and racial groups, and 
women. Memorializing men like Columbus who caused 
millions of people to suffer and die, whether directly or 
indirectly, is irresponsible to continue at this time of 
reckoning with the racism, xenophobia, and misogyny of our 
culture. We need to set the best example for our children 
and that necessarily involves telling our children the truth 
about our history and actively telling the stories of people 
who have been systematically repressed or vanquished. 



Anthony iorio No 
No 
Action   

Mary Colao No 
No 
Action   

Nancy Balzano No 
No 
Action   

Richard Iannazzi No 
No 
Action   

Giovannia 
Hanslik-
DiVirgilio No 

No 
Action 

I live next to WORCESTER, MA., where they also tried to take 
our CRISTOPHER COLUMBUS statue down. 
The statue which stands in front of Union Station, was 
defaced with red paint and the word GENOCIDE spray 
painted in large letters. 
It was immediately cleaned by city workers.  
At the next city council meeting it was voted on whether or 
not to replace or remove the statue. 
2 agreed with replacing it with a INDIGENOUS statue and 8 
said it should remain. 
It also was determined that this motion to remove never be 
brought up again and the decision is final. 
A similar action and determination was made regarding our 
COLUMBUS day parade a couple of years ago. 

Anthony Andreoli No 
No 
Action 

This statue symbolizes American virtues such as bravery, 
perseverance, and adventurism.  It is also a symbol to those 
who descend from Italian immigrants and our 
accomplishments in the United States.  Removing this statue 
would be an assault on America and Italian Americans. 

Kathy Orloski No 
No 
Action 

The removal, replacement or altering of any of our 
monuments, statues, flags, etc is unacceptable.  You cannot 
change history and if it offends you, then please remove 
yourself from our great country.  In most cases, go back to 
the countries you are running from because they were 
oppressive and leave our values in place.  If you don't like our 
values, go back to yours.  I will not miss you or your rabble 
rousing. For the few that are causing such unfathomable 
misfortune to the many, shame on you!  I hope the money 
you are getting paid to keep everyone on edge comes back to 
bite you in the butt!!!! 

Julia   Yes Remove 

This statue stand for everything that is wrong in America. The 
over looking of loves that were murdered for the sake of 
privilege and a “free” land which was never free and is still to 
this day only free to some 

Johanna sfiscko No 
No 
Action 

This is a disgrace to do this. Rome still has its coliseum Paris 
has Versailles and the palace de concord. This is history. You 
learn from history. This is part of the Italian American history 
and culture. Please respect all cultures. 

Paula 
Pantaleo 
Wilk No 

No 
Action 

As an Italian American this statue is a part of our ethnic 
history and should be maintained. By altering it in any way it 
is racism against Italian Americans. 

helen nalepa Yes 
No 
Action   



mike nalepa No 
No 
Action   

James Malloy No 
No 
Action   

Lou Sostilio No 
No 
Action 

Dear Board, very sad to hear that yet another statue 
honoring the spirit of the Italian-American heritage in this 
country is potentially being removed. It’s sad that the 
“Cancel-Culture” mob mentality can decide what they agree 
with and don’t agree with - what’s next, the White House, all 
statues? My family fled fascism under Mussolini and the 
removal of statues was very prevalent under Mussolini and 
Hitler. What’s next, book burnings? Once you remove one 
statue then many more will follow as everyone is “offended” 
by everything these days. The statue represents the Italian 
American culture that helped build this country. Hopefully 
you don’t take that away along with many immigrants who 
fought for this country like my grandfather did to get his 
citizenship. In closing, I do appreciate the process of voting 
and the fact that Pittsburgh has class unlike Baltimore, 
Boston and Chicago and others that allowed mobs to knock 
down statues  
Respectfully, LD Sostilio 

Joseph Sarkees Jr No 
No 
Action 

I visit this beautiful monument and park, every fall when I 
visit Pittsburgh. 

Concetta Hutton No 
No 
Action 

This is history. Good, bad or indifferent, it’s historical. We 
should all be learning and keep learning. You think hiding it 
will change. Not... 

John Bistran No 
No 
Action   

Bernadette MonteCarlo No 
No 
Action   

Julia Daniels No 
No 
Action 

I am an Italian born citizen that feels racially attacked 
because my history is being stripped away from every part of 
this country. Columbus is blamed for something that he did 
not start. Why is no one angry at the Vikings? They were here 
before Columbus. Please leave the statue. 

Marilynn Engleman Yes 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus is part of our heritage - altering 
removing or redoing any part of this historical figure defeats 
the purpose of the statue in the first place  
Please leave it be. 



Donald Marinelli Yes 
No 
Action 

We Italian-Americans have had enough abuse and slander 
over the decades. We, too, have known discrimination in 
labor and housing. We have also known lynching as in the 
infamous lynching of eleven Italian-Americans in New 
Orleans in 1891. 
 
We are immensely proud of where we have come since then. 
And, we have done it through outright hard work, 
assimilation, and living in accord with the American dream - 
and promise. 
 
We celebrate Christopher Columbus as an indomitable 
explorer, visionary, and representative of Italian adventuring 
spirit. Was he a perfect human being? No. Are you? That 
answer is also “No.” 
 
Removal of that Christopher Columbus statue would 
symbolize to us that we Italian-Americans are lesser citizens 
than those who find it “offensive.” That, bluntly, would not 
sit well with us. And, we would utilize that outrage at the 
ballot box and with our own initiation of things we find 
offensive - and there are many. 
 
So, stop this nonsense. Focus instead of better education and 
historical context, rather than knee-jerk pandering to the 
latest contingent of offensive folks. 
 
If you truly knew your history you would see that what is 
occurring in the USA today is akin to the “Cultural 
Revolution" that occurred in China between the years 1966-
1976. The Chinese today consider that movement an abject 
disgrace, completely wrong-headed, and an utter failure.  
 
As we say in Italian; “Abbastanza!” (i.e, ENOUGH!) 
 
Donald Marinelli, Ph.D. 
5505 Fifth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA. 15232 

Robert Palmiere Yes 
No 
Action   

Loren Marino No 
No 
Action   

James Zaccone No 
No 
Action   

Emily Baranik Yes Remove   

Enio Tozzi Jr No 
No 
Action   

Anthony Colega No 
No 
Action   

Kathy Trombetta Yes 
No 
Action 

we are entitled to celebrate our heritage and American 
history. 

Victoria Raugi-Ortega No 
No 
Action   



Felicia Cianciarulo No 
No 
Action   

Eugene Lucci No 
No 
Action 

JOSEPH SCIORRA (on NPR 10/12/2019): "One has to 
remember that when Italians arrive here in the late 1880s in 
mass - we're talking about 4 1/2 millions who come - Italian 
immigrants who come between 1880s and 1924 - they 
encounter America that is xenophobic, that is engaging in 
acts of violence against immigrants. One has to remember 
the lynching in New Orleans of 11 Italian Americans in 1891 
so that Columbus becomes this figure that Italians latch on to 
as a way to get a foothold in this incredibly hostile 
environment that they find themselves in." 
Please do not take away an Italian-American 
holiday/statue/remembrance to satisfy the thirst of others to 
falsely denigrate and cancel history. You can give some their 
due without taking away from others who are deserving. 
Columbus was a great man, an adventurer, a risk taker, 
where other persons would not. People must be judged in 
light, and in the context, of their times - anything else would 
be ludicrous. 

John Peca No 
No 
Action   

Greg Dunaway No 
No 
Action 

Our country and community has no future if it weren't for 
our past.  Whether that past be good or bad, we need to 
teach and acknowledge it.  Our area has been built in part by 
the hard and dedicated work of Italian Americans.  Not only 
would removing the statue be erasing our actual history it 
would also be disrespecting Italian Americans in our 
community who's ancestors helped build it. 

Marsha Lang No 
No 
Action 

We cannot keep erasing history.  We need to learn from it so 
that it is not repeated. 

Donn George No 
No 
Action 

Leave our history alone!  We all learn to be better because of 
history! 

Larry Sellitto No 
No 
Action 

How dare you continue to try to negate history.  Removing 
the statue in Schenley Park does not remove the history and 
legacy of the man being recognized.  It only caves to the 
pathetic values of those who are attempting to have the 
statue removed. Many of you would probably have difficulty 
spelling the man's entire.  Just followers of a current 
dystopian nightmare going on in our Country today.  Do what 
right and preserve the statue...or get the he'll out of the way 
if history...you can't rewrite it 
So live with it! 

Daniel Disilva No 
No 
Action 

Removing statues is not solving any problems. You are only 
fuelling the Marxist efforts of these anarchists and 
iconoclasts. 

Kenneth Kolnicki No 
No 
Action 

Thank God Christopher Columbus and Europeans discovered 
America. Otherwise, in those days, it would have been the 
Moors; the Russians; or the Chinese. Of course, if any of 
those discovered, and kept, America under their rule, we 
wouldn't be having this discussion---the protestors would 
have no rights! 



Dom Faust No 
No 
Action   

Janine Giarrusso No Alter   

Joseph Cosentino No 
No 
Action   

Mary Ann Conti No 
No 
Action   

James Mathieu Jr No 
No 
Action   

Eugene Trunzo No 
No 
Action 

We should not give into mass hysteria that is going on today. 
It seems the far right is trying to tear down any pride we 
have in our country, in our religion, and in our everyday life. 
Pride in our country is being diminished every day. They take 
a knee when we should be respecting the flag which is a 
symbol of our patriotism. People that we believe to be 
heroes are being looked at for the fine tooth comb for things 
they did they were acceptable during their life span. Show 
me someone that says they’re perfect and I’ll show you a big 
fat liar. The statue of Columbus should remain intact and 
other heroes throughout history should remain intact. Please 
let us hang onto some pride and some dignity in our lives. 

Aurelio enea No 
No 
Action This shows are ignorant you are about history 

Ian Petrulli No Replace 

As an Italian American, I don't think Christopher Columbus is 
the right person to be honoring with a statue.  First of all, he 
was not the first European to "discover" America.  Second of 
all he brought forth a wave of destruction for the local 
indigenous tribes in the Caribbean and beyond.   I 
understand the history of why Italian Americans honored him 
in the past, but now that people know more about him as a 
historical figure, I believe it's inappropriate to be honoring 
him with a statue.  I would rather see a true Italian American, 
Fiorello LaGuardia, honored. 

J Palmisano Yes 
No 
Action   

William Tocci No 
No 
Action 

I grew up in the Pittsburgh area and find the Idea of 
removing any statue of historic relevance to be repugnant. 
Leave it alone! 

Carol Zeitler No 
No 
Action   

Matthew Foglia No 
No 
Action   

Carol Salvatori No 
No 
Action Time to stop this nonsense!! 

Victoria Cantal No 
No 
Action 

Leave Christopher Columbus alone.  He is a symbol of our 
ITALIAN HERITAGE 

Anthony   Yes 
No 
Action   



John Del Duca No 
No 
Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a 
symbol that represent the contributions Italian Americans 
have made to our country, as well as serving as a 
remembrance of the hardship, prejudice and bigotry our 
ancestors had to overcome in their quest to find a better life 
for all of us in America. We are entitled to celebrate our 
heritage and accomplishments, just as all other groups are. 

Will Cicciu No 
No 
Action The statue needs to remain STANDING 

RoseMarie Storniolo No 
No 
Action   

Joseph Bronge No 
No 
Action   

Kathy Panneton No 
No 
Action   

Patrick Terito No 
No 
Action   

Jason Sacramento No 
No 
Action   

Pietro Castelli No Remove   

Andrew Colvin No 
No 
Action   

William Connors No 
No 
Action   

Denise Stone No Remove   

Mary Ann Connors No 
No 
Action   

Angel Burr Yes Remove 

We need to remove this statue it’s offensive and children are 
only taught abt one part of him he killed many ppl and stole 
this land. 

Rani   No Replace   

Rafael Figueroa Yes Replace   

Erin Slattery No Replace 

I would love to see it replaced with someone that represents 
BLM or has died at the hands of police brutality, in an effort 
to memorialize their life and know that they did not die in 
vain. 

William Niels Yes Remove Please make status of Teenie Harris 

Sarah Rizk Yes Remove   

Lindsey Zubritsky Yes Replace   

Stephanie Creasy Yes Remove 

I have already provided email and verbal testimony to the art 
commission. This statue must be removed at the request of 
thousands of Pittsburgh residents. Italian Americans who 
want this statue to stay can be honored by erecting a statue 
of a different Italian American whose legacy of violence, 
racism, and genocide doesn't harm Indigenous people and 
other people of color. We must remove this statue. 

Delaney   Yes Replace 
Columbus was a rapist who stole land. He should not be 
celebrated or admired. Instead replace him. 



Isaac Smith Yes Remove 

A statue representing racism, xenophobia, and genocide has 
no place in our public spaces. This statue had done and 
continues to do harm against Indigenous peoples and other 
people of color. We can honor and celebrate Italian American 
heritage in a way that does not decrease the safety and 
inclusion of BIPOC. This statue must be removed. 

Erin McLaughlin No Remove   

Benjamin Kirk Yes Remove   

Jess Cox Yes Replace 

Statues venerate heroes and Christopher Columbus is a 
significant part of U.S. history but that does not mean he 
should be venerated nor does it mean that he is a hero. 

Ryan Katz Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus did not discover America, he only 
opened it to a brutal and violent era of colonialism and the 
genocide of indigenous people. Continuing to honor him in 
any way is incredibly insulting to the victims of Columbus' 
actions and their descendants, who should not be forced to 
live in a society that glorifies a monster responsible for the 
murder, rape, enslavement, and genocide of their ancestors. 
The history of Columbus belongs in books and classrooms 
where it can be placed in context and properly understood. 
Statues are meant to celebrate people, and Columbus is not 
a person worth celebrating. He was a violent mass murderer, 
condemned even in his own time for being excessively 
violent and exploitative towards indigenous populations. 
Taking down this statue is the bare minimum that should be 
done to show oppressed peoples that their lives and 
struggles matter, and will not simply be ignored when it is 
inconvenient to address them. Removing any and all statues 
of racist colonizers is the clear path forward. 

Anne Buzzelli Yes Replace 

Replace Columbus, a perpetrator of genocide, with a local 
person from the BIPOC community, from present day or the 
past, who represents equality, compassion and courage and 
who might serve as a role model for each person who walks 
by. 

Yamit Lavi Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was a colonizer and wreaked havoc on 
the indigenous peoples in the Americas. He didn't "discover" 
America, nor was he even the first colonizer to even step foot 
on this land. We should not be celebrating a man that 
enslaved native peoples and committed violent atrocities 
against them. Instead, I think that  Pittsburgh city officials 
should work with Native Americans in the area to find a 
different person to honor with a statue. 

Ben Shurtleff Yes Replace   

Ron Onesti No 
No 
Action 

This is a national concern that affects Italian Americans 
everywhere. 

Ellen Conrad Yes Replace 

The Columbus statue represents the USA’s history of 
colonialism and violence against indigenous people that 
should not be honored or celebrated. I think this statue 
should be replaced with a statue of another person 
(preferable a POC) that has lived for the betterment of all 
people. 

Amanda   Yes Replace   



Kathryn Carney Yes Replace 

I think the Columbus statue should be removed as a symbol 
of genocide and extreme violence to the indigenous peoples 
of North America (Turtle Island).i recommend replacing with 
a statute that commemorates a notable person of color 
(BIPOC) from Pittsburgh’s history to better reflect the values 
of this city. Thank you. 

Estella Shaffer Yes Replace Please replace this statue with one of Byrd Brown. 

John Feeney Yes Remove   

Nicole Roush Yes Remove 

Generally, I think statues are a waste and unnecessary but 
especially for glorifying a murderer who didnt discover 
anything that wasn't already known to the people living in 
America. Christopher Columbus is a prime example of white 
washed history. Taking down this statue is a step in the right 
direction towards respecting native people and telling 
truthful history. Pittsburgh should support both these things. 

Andrew Watts Yes Replace 

My wife and I have lived in Oakland for over three years now 
and consider this statue to be a disgrace to the 
neighborhood. Too many residents and visitors associate 
Columbus with a legacy of genocide and white supremacy for 
this statue to continue as a part of the neighborhood. Please 
replace it with a monument to commemorate the Osagee 
people who once lived in this area. Or simply remove it if 
sufficient funds are unavailable. 

Karina Mueller Yes Remove   

Laina Rominski Yes Remove   

Kelly Dennis No 
No 
Action 

Removing a statue does not erase history. It is because of our 
history that we, as a country, are where we are today. 
Removing historical mementos, references, statues, etc is the 
most blatant form of censorship, and a direct statement that 
only SOME heritage can be represented but not ALL.  Where 
does it end???? who decides which ethnicity, religion, race 
deserves public recognition?  Removing these types of public 
nods to a particular ethnic group is oppressive to that group 
for certain. 

Katie McCarthy No Remove   

Hannah Swoish Yes Remove   

Christina   Yes Replace 

Remove or replace. We all know Christopher Columbus was 
evil. Come on. Do better. It’s 2020. In this political/social 
climate? 

Carlos Turcios No 
No 
Action   

Bill Buchko No Replace 

If the statue remains, it should be given a plaque explaining 
why it was erected and the current knowledge and beliefs 
surrounding Columbus.  Otherwise, I think it should be 
replaced with something less controversial. 

Bethany   Yes 
No 
Action 

Please leave the statue alone and where it is. No need to 
remove it. 

Linda 
Venneri Smith No 

No 
Action   

Robyn Coggins No Replace 

I would like to see a statue honoring an underrepresented 
person or group that Columbus harmed replace the existing 
statue. 



Laura Zahren No 
No 
Action   

david devlin No 
No 
Action 

christopher columbus discovered America-period.  he should 
be recognized for that-period.  any subjective opinions 
should be a personal thing. 

E Parent No 
No 
Action   

Lowell Shaw Yes Replace   

Lauren   Yes Replace   

Thomas Wanko No Replace 

Times change, we no know Columbus as someone who 
treated Native people brutally and set the path others would 
follow.  We should no longer celebrate the man.  I propose 
replacing his statue with one honoring Native peoples. 

John Cihon Yes 
No 
Action   

Melissa Kovalcin Yes Alter 

The statue should be removed, replaced or alter. Christopher 
Columbus is not a hero, the statue is offensive to many. We 
can’t rewrite history, however we can clarify and educate on 
past transgressions. I am of new world ancestry. 

Michael Slattery No 
No 
Action   

Julia Sciullo Mullen No 
No 
Action Keep and protect our country's history 

Lydia Yoder Yes Remove   

Stephanie Felton Yes 
No 
Action   

Isabelle Serbin Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is not someone to be proud of. 
He was a monster that slaughtered indigenous people for his 
own gain. The very history he is "known for" isn't even the 
truth as he did not discover the North American continent, 
much less America. 
Statues do not encourage education, they are monuments to 
people deserving of honor and respect, Columbus does not 
deserve either. 
There are countless other Pittsburghers deserving of a statue 
in their honor, like the Freedom House Ambulance service or 
Josh Gibson or Bill Strayhorn or Daisy Elizabeth Adams 
Lampkin. There is no reason to keep a statue that brings 
attention to a killer, especially when removal and 
replacement is so easy. 

Molly Watterson Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a murderer. He decimated native 
populations in the Americas with violent subjugation in 
pursuit of gold. Remove this statue. 

Katelyn Tabone Yes Replace   

James Packard Yes 
No 
Action   

Marcus Washburn Yes 
No 
Action   

Jeff   Yes 
No 
Action I would prefer the statue not be moved 

Alexandra Beschorner Yes Replace   



Richard Gullo No 
No 
Action 

The statue is important part of our heritage. Don't let the 
radicals win. 

Abbie Shoemaker Yes Remove 

The Christopher Columbus statue is a symbol of white 
supremacy, racism, and destruction. Be on the right side of 
history. Take the statue down. 

Joe Gizoni No 
No 
Action Stop being pawns 

Beth Hilbert Yes Alter 

I think it is fair and appropriate to add a plaque providing 
further historical context about Columbus, which can foster 
learning and conversation . What is NOT fair is to remove the 
statue, and deny future generations to experience it thru the 
lens of THEIR own time. The statue belongs to the City’s 
residents, past, present, and FUTURE. Please do not remove 
the statue. 

Maureen Copeland Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus needs to go. Replace this statue with 
something that honors those that were here before the 
Europeans. 

Mark D’Alesio Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is by no means an appropriate 
representation of the Italian-American culture. To many 
people, he represents hatred and intolerance. Thus, he has 
no place as a cultural representative and definitely has no 
place in Pittsburgh. 

Taylor Thomas Yes Remove   

JAMES NIED Yes 
No 
Action   

Danielle 
Graham Robinson Yes Replace 

It is time to put history in its proper place. Our monuments 
should reflect a truthful history. If we're not willing to portray 
Christopher Columbus as a colonizer and thief, then he needs 
to come down. 

Julie Englert No Remove   

Lydia Aceto Yes Replace   

Álvaro 
Carrillo-
Sanchez Yes Replace   

Stephen Grebinski Yes Remove   

Thomas   Yes 
No 
Action   

Katerina Distler Yes Replace 

Replace Christopher with something that will celebrate the 
native people that were originally living on this land. Before 
the Europeans “colonized” them. 

Michael bonnono Yes 
No 
Action   



Andrew Minton Yes Replace 

The movement against Columbus has been growing for years 
and isn't tied to the BLM movement, but certainly this is a 
time for action. In the 21st century the celebration of 
Columbus has no place. It makes no sense. Columbus was not 
a success story and we shouldn't treat him as such. We 
should no longer celebrate a man whose expressed purpose 
was the exploitation of people and resources. The man 
though he had landed in India and died without ever realizing 
that he was wrong - that's why our country is named for 
Amerigo Vespucci who actually realized that Columbus was 
wrong.  
Columbus is not worth celebrating, and his statue instead 
stands for centuries of colonization and murder. His actions 
lead to the destruction of the people's and civilizations who 
came before us. The American people know virtually nothing 
about the native people whose land we now inhabit, and 
honoring Columbus sends the clear message that they aren't 
worth knowing about. 
It is long past time that we started accepting that our history 
is problematic and the first step is acknowledging that 
Columbus was no hero. He does not need to be enshrined at 
Schenley Park.  
I am a firm supporter of Public art, but there are less hateful 
subjects who are more deserving. Columbus' statue could be 
replaced by any number of notable Italian Americans, or 
Native Americans.  
This is an opportunity to show case something new and 
better, and I hope it isn't missed. 
Please replace this statue with something we can be proud 
of. 

Katharine Horowitz Yes Remove 

We should not celebrate Christopher Columbus. His life had 
an undeniable influence on our current reality, but his 
actions and all those actions that ripple out from the results 
of his conquest, killed, enslaved, infected, dispossessed, and 
displaced tens of thousands of people of both Indigenous 
American and Black African descent. Those facts should be 
abhorred, not celebrated, regardless of the fact of the 
shaping character of his deeds on our society. Taking down 
the statue represents a small step towards seeking 
reparations for the Black and Brown people impacted by the 
actions of all of the institutions of structural racism that have 
lasted through the years and continued to stand as a symbol 
of disenfranchisement. 

Lia   No Remove   



Felipe Gómez Yes Replace 

Columbus was a documented murderer, rapist, and slaver. 
"Many point out that Columbus’ arrival signaled the 
beginning of a genocide against Native Americans, where he 
enslaved, brutalized, and killed thousands of Native people, 
according to both his own diaries and letters, and those of 
people with whom he traveled, historians have said." 
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/us/the-christopher-
columbus-statue-why-its-an-issue-right-now/ar-BB15zY7i 
 
If, as reported, the Italian American community is truly 
offended by the removal of this statue, it should be replaced 
by another Italian or Italian American symbol that does not 
carry the legacy of suffering and violence this one does. 

Stephanie Pavlick Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a genocidal murderer who 
directly caused thousands of people to be slaughtered in 
North America. There is absolutely no reason to continue 
honoring his legacy. There are so many incredible people we 
could choose to honor that have not killed thousands of the 
original inhabitants of this land for profit. 

Kirsten Moller No Remove   

Carly 
O'Connor-
Terry No Remove   

Leah Picker Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus brutalized the indigenous population 
of the Americas and it's embarrassing that this statue still 
stands as a monument to that. It is long overdue for removal. 

Farah Khan No Remove 

I don’t live in Pittsburgh anymore, but I did as a student. This 
statue is an eyesore and embarrassing - a commemoration of 
a man whose history doesn’t mean the same thing for all of 
our citizens. To some, this statue serves as a reminder of lost 
heritage and the violence that came from colonization as well 
as validation that our community does not care about the 
interests of those we have marginalized. 

Frank Palmiere Yes 
No 
Action   

James O'Toole Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus gained fame on the back of genocide 
and war crimes. As our country reckons with its white 
supremacist legacy, it's important that we reconsider the 
figures we choose to memorialize and celebrate. There are 
many Pittsburghers whom it would be more appropriate to 
enshrine here, particularly those from our Black community; 
Daisy Lampkin or August Wilson would be good choices. 
Please no Mr. Rogers, his iconography is already far overused 
here. 

Sienna Cittadino Yes Remove No reason this statue needs to be here. 

Anna Marie Rettger No 
No 
Action 

The Columbus Statue is a tribute, not really to Columbus, but 
to Italian Americans.  Please do t take that away from us! 

Elina Malkin Yes Remove 

This statue does not represent the community of Pittsburgh, 
and represents a figure who caused incredible pain to the 
indigenous peoples he encountered. 

Daniel John Zombek Yes Remove   

Dana Del Bianco No 
No 
Action 

Is the City if Pittsburgh to sink to the level of the Taliban by 
removing artwork that they suddenly disagree with? 



Karrin Rutledge Yes Remove He was a murderous colonizer and rapist. 

Judith Giobbi No 
No 
Action 

We live in Fayette County, but we spend a lot of time and 
money in Pittsburgh-- participating in the Great Race and 
other 5k races, dining, enjoying events in the Cultural District, 
shopping in the Strip, psrticipating with our grandkids on the 
Gingerbread contest, etc. Our son and his wife are Pitt 
graduates, and our granddaughter is a Pitt freshman.  We are 
members of the UPMC health system. We are also active 
members and officers of the Italian Sons and Daughters of 
America, and our national office is on Wood St. in Pittsburgh.  
PLEASE LEAVE THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS STATUE IN 
PLACE IN SCHENLEY PARK.  Do not give in to these strident 
detractors.  Columbus, like him or not, is part of our history.  
Taking down the statue does not change the history. 

Blair Stackhouse Yes Remove 

The Christopher Columbus statue has no place in our parks. 
There shouldn't be monuments to slave traders. We should 
be better than this. 

Gabriel Wexler Yes Remove   

Luke Palamara No Replace 

Christopher Columbus' voyage led to the death of millions of 
Native Americans.  America was also already 'discovered' 
before him.  While Christopher Columbus is no doubt an 
important part of history - there are so many better figures 
we could be celebrating.  Please replace! 

Amanda Cox Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus is a controversial figure that has been 
accredited for discovering the new world, while history 
contradicts this statement. Columbus did not even find any 
United States land, he found some islands and then 
proceeded to murder rape and enslave those people. I do not 
want to honor a man that has engaged in such atrocities. We 
should instead replace the statue with a prominent native 
American either local or nationwide, or memorial for all of 
the indigenous peoples who were displaced during 
colonization. 

Emmanuel DeAnda Yes Remove   

Glenn foglio No 
No 
Action 

I live in Alleg county and this statue must stay.  
I am a proud Italian american and this proposed action is a 
disgrace. 

Taylor   No Remove   

Allee Peters No Remove   

mackenzie whatule No Remove 
Christopher Columbus took land that was not his and claimed 
for his own. This does not belong in pittsburgh. 

Staci   Yes 
No 
Action   



Tom Begandy No 
No 
Action 

Hind site is 20-20. 528 years after Columbus discovered 
America, many are up in arms over this explorer/discoverer 
of America. As later biographies have been written about 
him, some based on fact, some on conjecture, it is hard to 
definitively know what is fact or fiction. Often times, 
misinformation is written about &/or taught in schools & 
colleges based upon emotionally-based learning experiences 
instead those based on historical facts. Example, in the mid-
1970s, a new discipline, psychohistory, worked its way into 
social sciences & humanities, 1st as a theory related to 
psychotherapy, & then applied to the study of history. It’s a 
controversial topic, but appeals to writers looking for another 
approach in researching historical data, adding human 
behavior & the resulting consequences on current society to 
past events. This is hypothetical, historical fiction under the 
guise of historical fact. However, we don't know what life 
was like over 500 years ago; certainly it was vastly different 
than today. With the removal discussion of this statue, we 
are trying to use the lens of life and cultural today to 
evaluate a world, people, and a person 528 years before we 
existed. We must use history to not only learn about the 
past, but also to instruct about the future. This is a teachable 
moment, let's use this moment, and future years, to teach & 
educate about Columbus, his times, his life, his contributions. 
If it must be moved, move it appropriately to the Heinz 
History Center. 

Breanna Poklemba Yes Replace   

Brian Beacom No 
No 
Action   

Josephine Morgano Yes 
No 
Action   

Joseph Morgano Yes 
No 
Action   

Melissa Jenereski Yes Replace Replace with a statue of a Native American 

David Pesacreta Yes 
No 
Action   

Jackie Martin Yes Replace 

As a proud Italian-American, I am certain that we can find an 
Italian-American hero to replace this statue with. The things 
that Columbus did in his life had a tremendously negative 
effect on so many people. His is not the legacy we want to 
stand in any part of our beautiful city. Please tear this statue 
down and replace it with some piece of art created by a 
Pittsburgh artist and agreed upon by the city of Pittsburgh at 
large. Thank you. 

David Sprenkel Yes Remove 

Statues are mostly about celebrating, much less about 
history.  We should decide who and what we celebrate.  
Columbus and what he brought to this land and her natives 
should not be celebrated by us any longer.  We know too 
much and understand better. 

Vivienne Fairfax Yes Remove   

Mariah stuttler Yes Remove Remove or replace 

Amanda Sawyer Yes Replace   



Elaine Healy Yes Remove   

Len   No 
No 
Action   

Elle Ullah Yes Remove   

Marissa Homer No Remove   

Andrew Henry Yes Replace 

A statue that honors contributions of the indigenous or 
African American communties of the Pittsburgh area should 
be errected in the statues place. 

Harriet Smith Yes Remove   

Brooke Pistella Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is not a hero. He killed and raped 
hundreds of Native Americans. These are not the actions of 
someone who deserves to be forever memorialized. Take it 
down! 

Samantha Bridge Yes Remove   

Katie McMahon Yes Replace   

Alex Beddall Yes Replace 

There are so many other wonderful Pittsburgh natives who 
have contributed to the development of our city, state, and 
country who are worthy of this statue's spot. I suggest 
Virginia Proctor Powell Florence, a trailblazer in both African-
American history and the history of librarianship, who 
attended Pitt University and is the first black woman in the 
United States to earn a degree in library science. 

Nicole Neiman Yes Remove   

Steven Hochberg Yes Remove   

Francesca Morgano Yes Replace   

Maris Cuddeback Yes Replace   

Samantha Harris Yes Replace 

Please replace with a Pittsburgher of color who has had a 
positive effect on the city and the world. May I suggest a 
monument in honor of the Freedom House Paramedics? 
They changed the world in such a wonderful way. Thank you. 

Brandy Houghton No 
No 
Action   

Caroline Heres Yes Remove Show to your city who you value! 

Julia Morgano Yes Remove   

Michael Lauer Yes Remove   

HENRY EDWARDO Yes 
No 
Action   

Jay   Yes Remove   



Mary 
Margaret Isabella No 

No 
Action 

As an Italian American, I take great pride in Christopher 
Columbus. The allegations that he was the cause of disease, 
enslavement and killing indigenous  people is not founded in 
fact.  He was known to have disciplined his men that did 
harm or acted in a harmful manner to the  native of the 
Caribbean.  He traveled in a time when  countries enslaved 
conquered people, did slaves exist in Jesus's time?  Was it his 
fault?  Did disease follow Columbus? It may, but anytime 
people move to new lands the possibility of infection follows.  
My grandfather had the Klan burn a cross on his front yard, it 
was not right, but history shows it has happened.  Where 
would we be without Columbus finding the "new world"? 
Was Leif Erickson and his explorers  not guilty of such. But 
Columbus was the one credited with finding our LAND. A 
place of hope  and life of all races and he should be  honored, 
not removed from the public places. On another issue, the 
move to remove items from public places because the 
person may have been a slave owner, is turning history to 
something that , if placed in today's light, was wrong, but in 
their century, was normal. and that should NOT negate the 
good they did.  But for Columbus, I would request you vote 
for NO ACTION.  Thank you for considering this point of view 
and considering the true history and not false stories 
produced by the current  actions of those who have not 
looked deeply into history and turn it to allow them to malign 
and destroy our history. 

Nicholas Hall Yes Replace   

Drew Armstrong Yes Remove 
This isn’t re-writing history, this is not publicly celebrating 
someone who actively brutalized an entire group of people. 

Meridith Kula Yes Replace 

I would like to see a memorial perhaps to the peoples who 
lived in this area before white men. Or really a celebration & 
acknowledgement of any non-white non-male figure of 
important to Pittsburgh, of which there are many. 

Gabriel Cisternas Yes Replace   

Sott Roller Yes Remove   

Ayesha Firdous Yes Remove   



Scott Riess Yes Replace 

It's simple really: Columbus is not a person who should be 
celebrated. I'm sure you know the reasons- genocide, 
murder, kidnapping of free people of this continent and the 
islands surrounding it.  In addition, what purpose does this 
statue serve where it is? Columbus has no connection to 
Schenley park, Phipps, Oakland, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania... 
what is the point of this being here? Whom is it serving?   I 
know the artist has more of a connection, but still.  Kids and 
families walk by this spot going from the parking lot into 
Phipps Conservatory, if there is to be a statue there, it should 
be of someone parents can be proud to talk to their kids 
about.  I don't have a specific person in mind- but maybe a 
Pittsburgher? Or someone connected to plants and 
horticulture?  Probably a person of color, Pittsburgh has few 
statues dedicated to non-white people.  And probably it 
should be someone Pittsburgh has not lionized elsewhere 
(Clemente, Rachel Carson, Teenie Harris, etc.  Good choices 
but they have plenty of attention).  I cannot think of a 
suitable replacement because we often are not taught about 
people of color in America.  In addition, the exaltation of one 
person is suspect- how about a statue that celebrates groups 
of people, like the Black and immigrant Pittsburghers who 
were servants of the rich robberbaron families who lived in 
this area?  How about Black steelworkers?  Least 
controversial, railroad workers (the train goes right under the 
bridge).  Good luck! 

Nikita Patel Yes Remove   

Julianna Rinaldo Yes Replace   

Sarah Pfeffer Yes Remove   

Alex Giobbi No 
No 
Action 

My Wife and I visit Pittsburgh often. We are members of 
Phipps and attend many events in  Pittsburgh. Please keep 
the Columbus statue  in place. 

Rhiannon Morich No Remove   

Jacob 
Griffith-
Rosenberger No Remove   

Monte   Yes Remove   

Julianne Veltri No 
No 
Action   

Chanelle Labash Yes Remove   

Nikita Kedia Yes Replace   

Michael Natelson No 
No 
Action 

History must be taught. The magnificent Columbus statue 
comemirates the uniting of the world's peoples, and the 
courageous act of sailing west to find the east. These acts 
should not be forgotten. 

Angela Hood No Remove   

Emma Benjaminson Yes Remove   

Chara Williams Yes Replace   

Thomas Hoffmier Yes Remove 

At best it is out of place.  It has no relevance to anything in 
the surrounding area.  At worst it is offensive to many 
people.  Get rid of it or replace it with a statue of Rachel 
Carson. 



Moshe Nadoff Yes 
No 
Action   

Rebecca Brown Yes Remove Christopher Columbus is not somebody to build statues for. 

Rebecca Minorini Yes Remove   

Lauren Henry Yes Replace   

Lily Kaufman Yes Remove   

Louis Barr Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus, while presently a fixture in the 
American psyche, is not in fact a historical figure who should 
be honored in any way, especially not with a physical 
memorial, not even one that puts his atrocities and 
historically accurate life story of misdeeds and exploitation 
into context through alteration of the original celebratory 
installation. Removing this statue is not erasing history, it is 
correcting a misplaced honor bestowed on a horrible man by 
a regrettably uninformed generation in the 1950s. 

Megan Ponter Yes Remove 

Celebrating Christopher Columbus requires you to ignore a 
history of racism, violence, and genocide. I do not think our 
city should promote such a man. 

Judy 
Kuechenmeis
ter No Remove   

Virginia Young Yes Remove 

I find it truly disgusting that the City of Pittsburgh has 
allowed a statue of Christopher Columbus to be presented 
for so long in a public context that displays the colonizer as a 
hero, rather than the violent thief, slave trader, and 
murderer that he was, who was also terrible at math. Tear it 
down. 

Reltih Floda Yes 
No 
Action 

We should keep this statue because glorifying the mass 
genocide of Native populations is part of our proud, glorified, 
always morally justified, American hErITagE 
#KeepAmericaGreat 
 
Sincerely, 
Reltih Floda 

Richard Mercer Yes Remove 

I am a resident of the City of Pittsburgh, and I urge the city to 
remove its Columbus statue at Schenley Park.  
The Columbus statue may, or may not, be a well-crafted 
sculpture; I don’t know.  But, a public monument should be 
historically accurate and not a celebration of flawed and false 
stories we were taught in grade school.  Columbus was no 
hero. He practiced slavery, theft, oppression and murder.  
Pittsburgh does not need a monument to this man. 

Lisa Carter Yes Remove   

Ryan 
Johnson-
Evers Yes Replace   

Siddhi Anne Shockey Yes Remove   

Summer Lyons Yes Replace 
Please replace with a statue honoring the indigenous peoples 
of this area. 

Daniel Lewinter Yes 
No 
Action   



Edward Donnelly III Yes Remove 

Given what we know today of CC's actions and the horrible 
consequences to the indigenous peoples the statue should 
be removed. 

Young Grguras Yes Remove   

Christopher Bandy Yes Replace 

My top three suggestions for replacement: Mary Schenley, 
Rachel Carson, and a statue honoring native peoples who 
were displaced. 

Annie Abernathy Yes Remove   

Raven Hilfiker Yes Remove   

Michael Cornell Yes Replace 

Remove or replace is fine with me. I’ve never understood 
what it was doing there. Columbus has nothing to do with 
Pittsburgh, Schenley park, Phipps, or anything in town. 
Clearly there was no art commission when it was installed. 
Please get rid of it. Honestly I find it kind of offensive and 
ugly. 

Stuart   Yes Remove 

Although we all have been taught that Columbus sailed the 
nina, the pinta, and the santa maria up the ohio river while 
drinking sangria's his time in Pittsburgh was short, and not 
memorable enough to warrant a statue. 

Paul Sciullo Yes 
No 
Action 

Please do not remove the Christopher Columbus Statue, 
please protect it. 

Lorence   No Remove 

Racist figures like Columbus must be taken down if this 
country is ever going to get past it's racist history. I'm from 
Penn hills, and I'm tired of these racist monuments. 

Julia Sciullo Yes 
No 
Action 

Please do not remove the Christopher Columbus Statue, our 
history is what helps us to correct our mistakes. If you erases 
our history , you erase the chance to teach our future 
generations how to live peacefully with each other. 
If you erase our history we will have to start all over again, 
we learn by our mistakes. 
 
Thank you, 

Lisa Coe Yes Replace   

Ann Cipriani Yes 
No 
Action 

The history of this statue is even more important as the 
statue itself. The sculptor has other beauriful works 
throughout our arwa including the Blessed Mothers at Queen 
of Heaven and Calgary cemeteries. It is also an Italuan 
heritage statue valued greatly by the Italian Americans in Pgh 
and throughout. Keep it and just chanfe wording if necessary 
to reflect the Italian connection. 

Shakir   Yes Replace   

Pamela Segal Yes 
No 
Action   

Katherine Colwell Yes Replace 

Remove or replace with something more appropriate. 
Columbus harmed people and is not a part of this lands 
history to be proud of. Please get rid of this monument to 
violence. 



Kathleen Doyle Yes Remove 

if one of Columbus’s crew members, Bartolemé de las Casas, 
became so disenchanted with the atrocities of the European 
conquerors that he turned on Columbus and his mission, why 
can't Italian Americans living in Pittsburgh venerate a more 
noble Italian to celebrate their heritage? 
 
why are the Italian Americans living in Pittsburgh supporting 
a man who committed genocide against an entire people? 
 
why would the Italian Americans living in Pittsburgh take 
pride in supporting a man who sold children to become sex 
slaves? 
 
why would the Italian Americans living in Pittsburgh want to 
associate themselves with the history of an annihilation of a 
people, and culture, of a language? 
 
why are we, as a city, allowing a continuation of a celebration 
while cities across this entire country are distancing 
themselves from Christopher Columbus? 
 
why are we still talking about this? 
 
why has not more been done? 
 
it is time to remove this statue. 

Miriam Finkel Yes 
No 
Action   

Ari Finkel Yes 
No 
Action   

Faith Hersey Yes Remove   

Zeca Gonzalez Yes Remove 

The man commited genocide. He did so gleefully, and 
without remorse. That's not someone we should honor with 
a statue. There's nothing complicated or difficult about this. 
It does not require nuance. We shouldn't hold onto fake 
heroes, it's time we all moved on. 

Jennifer Willson No Remove 

Come on. Why is this a conversation? Genocide=bad. Put it in 
a museum, along with a plaque about how woefully ignorant 
we’ve been to celebrate this nonsense for 5 centuries. When 
you know better, do better. Pittsburgh, we know better. 

Kurt Hosbach No 
No 
Action   

Sebastian   No Replace 

Christopher Columbus has no connection to Pittsburgh 
history, and honoring him with a giant statue in one of the 
most diverse areas of Pittsburgh represents an endorsement 
of a colonial white supremacist worldview. The statue should 
be replaced with a monument honoring a Pittsburgher who 
made history in this area of town. I would suggest Roberto 
Clemente or Jonas Salk, because the site of Forbes Field and 
the University of Pittsburgh are right across the bridge from 
the statue. 

Anthony Aniszewski Yes Replace   



Karen jacobs Yes Remove   

Austin Kuntz Yes Remove It's not even worth the pokestop. 

Allison Glick No Replace 

Not only was Christopher Columbus responsible for the 
inhumane treatment of American Native people and so 
should not be revered, Pittsburgh has many of their own 
positive historical figures who do deserve a statue in a 
prominent place. 

Ellen K Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is built on myth and false history that 
glazes over his atrocities. Even of the colonialists, he’s an 
extra bad one. Why honor him? Is this what we want to 
remember? Or do we want to be remembered for integrity? 
Do you want to be the people who keep that statue up? I 
wouldn’t want to be. There are much better uses for that 
space as well. It could be turned into a more facilitated public 
space (whether with a replaced statue or a whole different 
kind of space). The walk from Oakland to Schenley is long, 
and it would be nice to have that be a nice seating area with 
a different less jarring monument maybe too. 

Ben Tolman Yes Remove   

Aimee Kay Yes Remove   

Ellen Sanin Yes Replace   

Cortney Divito No 
No 
Action 

I do not think history should be erased.  Good people have 
done bad things.  It doesn't make it right, but it gives us an 
opportunity to learn from the past and do better.  People 
shouldn't be erased, and neither should history. It can 
however, provide an opportunity to have open and honest 
conversations about ethics, and how the world isn't easily 
divided into perfectly good, and perfectly bad.. there's a bit 
of a blend of both 

Erin Lane Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus slaughtered indigenous people for 
monetary gain, glory, and pure sport. He cut off the hands of 
people who refused to do his slave labor. He oversaw the 
murder and rape of thousands. It is disgusting to revere him 
in a statue. He has a place in history, and that is purely within 
books and in classrooms, where what he has done can 
thoroughly be unpacked. His place is NOT on a pedestal. 

Donnie   No 
No 
Action 

QUIT GIVING IN TO ALL THESE CRY BABIES THESE ARE PIECES 
OF HISTORY THAT HAS NEVER AFFECTED THEM BUNCH OF 
WHINNY PUSSYS 

Christopher Ashley Yes Remove 

Columbus history of exploiting  indigenous and African 
people is well known. I don’t see why a person who has 
absolutely nothing to do with the history of Pittsburgh is 
being honored here. 

Carol Windfelder No 
No 
Action 

Stop Canceling Culture.  Leave the statue for the hard 
working Italians in the city. 
Do not take it down.  I grew up and lived most of my life in 
the city. 

Marissa 
Barr-
Hartman Yes Replace   

Jennifer Santry No Remove   



Audrey Crompton Yes Replace 

Out of respect to the black and indigenous people of color 
that live in Pittsburgh, the Christopher Columbus statue 
should be replaced with someone that celebrates the 
contributions their ancestors gave to this country and city 
which were then capitalized upon and claimed by white 
colonists. This state should represent someone from the 
Monongahela Tribe, the Seneca Tribe, or the Delaware 
people who were instrumental in the survival of white 
colonists within the steel valley before its resources and 
bounties were unearthed. 

Maria Ressler Yes Replace 

Please remove the statue of this horrific genocidal colonizer, 
whose biggest accomplishment was mistaking one continent 
for another. Please replace it with a statue representative of 
Pittsburgh's rich, diverse history - especially representative of 
those indigenous to the area and their heritage. 

Dakota Tigney Yes Replace 

Having someone who didn’t even come to the United States 
who represents the erasure of native Americans and the start 
of slavery in the Americas I would rather a inventor, artist, or 
positive activist that represents Pittsburgh to replace him. 

Andrew Schlegel Yes Remove 
This statue sucks! Looks like shit, plus Columbus was an 
absolute monster! 

John Leskovich Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was a genocidal rapist and enslaver 
who was so cruel even in his own times that he was arrested. 
The City of Pittsburgh absolutely should not celebrate or 
honor him with a public statue. I do believe that statues add 
value to public space, which is why I feel we should replace 
Christopher Columbus with another statue. Perhaps a 
memorial honoring Pittsburgh's indigenous heritage, or 
anything else from Pittsburgh's diverse history. But 
regardless: we cannot continue to celebrate Columbus. 

Aashna Sibal No Replace   

Ankita Sibal Yes Remove   

Hayley Woodman Yes Remove   

Robert Sabanas Yes Replace 

This statue depicts an absolutely horrible man with 
absolutely no connection to the City of Pittsburgh 
whatsoever. It's presence in this city is nothing more than a 
memorial to colonialism and mass-enslavement. Replace it 
with a statue of a person or people who actually deserve to 
be on a pedestal. 

Alyssa Farrell No Remove   

Melinda Ciccocioppo Yes Replace 
The statue should be replaced with one of a BIPOC 
Pittsburgher 

Jennifer Diemer No Remove   



Christopher Forde Yes 
No 
Action 

Art, at its core, exists to spur discussion. Varied and 
passionate opinions alongside a safe place to express them 
are critical components of a healthy functioning society. 
Removal or alteration of this piece of art would deny current 
and future generations the opportunity to share their views, 
their opinions, and their interpretations with each other and 
would be a great disservice to our city’s residents. It is my 
opinion that rather than hide this piece from view, denying 
the complex and productive discussion that it can trigger, it 
should be left in place permanently. Serving as a beacon for 
open discussion, the piece may (should) at some point be 
accompanied by a nearby open and interactive space, 
marker, or monument celebrating a diverse set of views 
rather than seeking to choose a “winning side” and the 
piece’s erasure from history. It is, again, my opinion and 
great preference that this piece of art be left in place to 
continue to serve as a thought and discussion-provoking 
work. 

Aaron Kinsey Yes Remove 

I just truely believe it is time we move past our reverence for 
those who did little but cause pain and suffering for Native 
Americans. Our history is filled with those who subjegated 
and perverted the people and culture of this land- and 
Christopher Columbus is a shining example of our 
unwillingness to address the situation. Growth and healing 
starts when we stop making excuses for the suffering he, and 
many others, caused. 

Jeremy   Yes Replace 

Being the questionable history of Columbus and his actions, I 
think it more appropriate to have a person commemorated 
whom had a positive history to our country, state, or city. 

Marianna   No Replace 

I grew up in Pittsburgh and I disagree with having a statue of 
Christopher Columbus knowing the violent history of how he 
oppressed, mistreated and killed many of the native, 
indigenous peoples. Additionally, this aspect is not often 
taught in schools and having a whole statue of him is 
offensive to native peoples. 

MacKenzie hiltpold No Replace 

I graduated from the university of Pittsburgh in 2019. I see no 
reason to keep this statue. Replace it with someone more 
relevant to the campus/school. 

leslie   Yes Remove   

Elizabeth Whiteman No Remove   

Nicholas 
Patrick Bersin Yes Replace   

Alex Osgood Yes Replace 
It would be wonderful to see a monument to the Natives 
who lived here before white people stole their land. 

Michael Murphy Yes Replace   

Marnie Johnson Yes Remove 

I’m sick of this false narrative that Christopher Columbus was 
a hero. it’s been proven and it’s time to realize that he was 
nothing but a genocidal maniac. 

Andrew Bellesis Yes Remove 

We should not have statues venerating people who 
committed a genocide. I think that this statue should be 
removed and possibly be replaced with a statue of somebody 
who fought for racial justice. 



Kolby   Yes Remove   

Will Weiner No Replace 
Replace it with a statue of Bruno Sammartino, a real Italian 
hero from Oakland! 

Nikolai Peacock Yes Remove   

Bill Price Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus has no connection to Pittsburgh 
history, and honoring him with a giant statue in one of the 
most diverse areas of Pittsburgh represents an endorsement 
of a colonial white supremacist worldview. The statue should 
be replaced with a monument honoring a Pittsburgher who 
made history in this area of town. I would suggest Roberto 
Clemente or Jonas Salk, because the site of Forbes Field and 
the University of Pittsburgh are right across the bridge from 
the statue. 

Nathaniel Feuerstein Yes Remove 
Why keep a statue to a murderer who enslaved indigenous 
people? 

Kyle Costello Yes Remove   

Robert Damewood Yes Replace 

Replace with a statue of someone all Pittsburghers can be 
proud of, like Rachel Carson or Jonas Salk. 
 
Or if you want to celebrate Italian heritage, how about a 
statue of Michelangelo, Da Vinci, Masaniello or Gramsci - 
someone we can all admire. 

Don lobozzo No 
No 
Action you are removing history 

Susan Jaap No 
No 
Action 

The statue is an important part of our history. He was an 
imperfect person as we all are, but removing the statue will 
not undo what was done so long ago. 

Alexander Friedland Yes Remove   

Susan Basista No Remove   

Maxx Gregg Yes Replace 

Replace this with a statue of a true Pittsburgh legend Bruno 
Sammartino. It was immigrants like him that make this 
country great not the the racist people who found it. 

Taylor   Yes Remove   

Isiah Brown Yes 
No 
Action   

Da'vante Johnson Yes 
No 
Action   

Anna Miller Yes 
No 
Action   

Jenna van hout Yes Remove 

I support removing the Columbus statue in the park. He’s a 
symbol of colonialism and the suffering of indigenous people. 
Columbus may be a figure to remember in western history, 
but the script is wrong and he has been celebrated for far too 
long. 

John gilbert Yes 
No 
Action   

Bryan Gilbert Yes 
No 
Action   

Diane Gilbert Yes 
No 
Action   

David William Yes Remove   



Matt   Yes 
No 
Action 

Removing a statue won’t stop racism and Christopher 
Columbus is nothing but a scapegoat 

Danielle Gensler Yes Remove   

Sara Ginsburg No Remove Take it down. It's time. It's been time. 

Matthew Luby Yes Remove 
Columbus doesn’t represent the people of this city. Allow the 
Italian American community to host it on private property. 

Edgar O'Connell Yes Replace   

Emily Scherer Yes Replace   

Linda Carter No 
No 
Action 

Save it!  Who is it hurting? If they are an American Citizen 
then get on with your life! 
Keep it!!! 

Jennifer Herbine No Replace   

Beth Garfold No 
No 
Action 

This statue has been there for many years and was part of 
my childhood. 

Haleigh Hatfield Yes Remove   

John villegas Yes Replace 
I think it is inappropriate to have a murderer shown as a hero 
need I say more?! 

Evan Varrato Yes Remove 

As an Italian American, I feel his legacy does not promote the 
values and identity of Italians and Italian Americans and 
should absolutely not be held up as a heroic.  I’m ashamed to 
be ancestrally linked to him. 

Brandy Dugan No Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a slave owner and did not 
“discover” America. He should not be memorialized and this 
statute should be removed. Thank you. 

Allie   Yes Remove   

Michael Cosentino Yes Remove 
Columbus was a violent slave-trader, and did not discover 
America. Honoring him is a disgrace to all Italian-Americans. 

Brenna Carse No Remove   

Destinie Locke Yes Replace 

Columbus represents hate and oppression towards 
indigenous people. Pittsburgh is supposed to be stronger 
than hate. We should replace the statue with a tribute to 
minorities. We’re in a crucial time right now and as a city we 
should be on the right side of history. 

Mireille Mobley No Remove 

I work at CMU In a building facing the park where the statue 
can be seen. I have to say that I continue to be shocked that 
this man is celebrated as some hero. The genocide, brutality, 
and sins of this man and those he led have no place other 
than history books. Please remove the statue 

Amanda Raczkowski No Remove 
Christopher Columbus is the epitome of white male privilege 
and has no right to be honored with a statue, day, or parade. 

Ann shade Yes 
No 
Action It’s a part of history!! LEAVE IT!! 

Ash M Yes Replace 

Please remove the statue and house it in a place that is open 
to the public (ie a museum or museum-like space) which 
includes the full history and context of the man and the 
statue with input from the community. This would allow us 
to document and learn from, as opposed to erase, our 
history. Please then replace with a statue of Mona Lisa Vito 
from My Cousin Vinny. 

Katrina Eames No Remove   



Giovannina Caprara Yes 
No 
Action 

Please do not rewrite history. Leave the statue alone and 
leave the liberal socialist nonsense to NYC and Portland. 

Emilie Spruill No 
No 
Action 

Please do not try to erase or rewrite history. Leave the statue 
alone. 

Lisa Mitten No Remove 

I am a Pittsburgh Native American (Mohawk) though I live in 
Cheswick today. I lived, went to school, and worked in 
Oakland and Pitt for over 30 years. Columbus is responsible 
for unleashing a genocide on my people. Some of us are still 
here, but we are invisible to Pittsburgh, despite the Council 
of Three Rivers American Indian Center, which has been in 
existance here for nearly 50 years, and an excellent 20-year-
old exhibit in Carnegie Museum that celebrates the local 
Indian community. Have any of you seen it? And I know you 
have no control over Pitt's Nationality Rooms, but why aren't 
Native Americans represented there? Oh, that's right... We're 
in a Natural History museum with all of the other dead 
animals.  But I digress.... Just please remove the Columbus 
statue. Thank you. 

Ashley Shafer Yes Remove   

Kara McKeon Yes Remove 

There is no need for our community to put a colonizer on 
display, with the intention on honoring his “contributions.” 
His legacy is slaughter and the erasure of many indigenous 
cultures. The statue has no place anywhere, including our 
city. 

Nick drom Yes Replace   

Ariana   Yes Remove   

Chelsea Bodack No Replace   

Laura Rock Yes Remove 

As an Italian American I find Christopher Columbus to be the 
very worst archetype of a person. Please take this statue 
down ASAP. 

Beatrix Bagin Yes Remove   

Brittany Thurman No Remove   

Lea Tsoubanos No Remove 

I lived in Pittsburgh for 7 years - it is a city of love, kindness 
and tolerance. Removing this statue sends a message that 
confirms all of that to the rest of the country and the 
residents of Pittsburgh. 

Niquelle   Yes Replace 

We know Columbus ravaged the land and indigenous people 
of this country. This statue should very clearly be replaced 
with a figure from any of the regional native peoples. 

Meeraj   Yes Remove   

Mora Harris Yes Replace   

Shannon Thompson Yes Replace 

We do not have to venerate a historical figure simply 
because he was an historical figure. The statue should be 
replaced with someone who made important contributions 
to the history of Pittsburgh, such as Teenie Harris. 



Amelia Benson Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus to many people represents a legacy of 
racism and oppression. Why should we continue to 
memorialize a man who to do many inflicted such evil. We’re 
the City of Pittsburgh. I was a transplant to this city in 2014, 
and I stayed because this City to me has always carried a 
strong sense of community and caring. If we want to uphold 
that neighborly decency it’s time to change with a new 
understanding of our country’s shared history. Couldn’t   we 
have a statue of Fraçois Clemons instead? 

Katherine   Yes Remove   

Elizabeth Casey No Replace   

Ally Quinn No Remove   

Lauren McCaughan No Replace 

Columbus is no hero. All statues, monuments, etc of him 
should be immediately replaced across the nation. He 
represents the worst of “America”. He did not discover this 
land. The native peoples were here and thriving long before 
he arrived to enslave them and destroy their way of life. 
Pittsburgh, we can do better and teach our children the true 
history of this person’s destruction of Native peoples’ 
communities and culture. Having lived in the city for 30 
years, it would be an excellent step forward. Put up a an 
Osage Or BLM statue. Anything to honor the lives lost to 
horrific violence at the hands of white people. Seriously, Yinz! 
Take it dahn! 

Katie Miller No Replace 

The statue is historically inaccurate. Columbus did not 
discover America. He committed genocide through germicide 
and murdered hundreds of native Americans. He legacy does 
not deserve to be honored with a statue. Replace him with 
someone who did good, or of something to honor the Native 
American tribes of Pennsylvania. 

Ryan Hancharik Yes Replace   

Carly   Yes Remove   

Amber Edwards Yes Remove   

Mary Rodack Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus had no effect on the US lands and was 
a cruel human being. If anyone wants to keep the statue for 
"historical purpose," then the statue should be Amerigo 
Vespucci. Accurate representation of history would be 
indigenous people who arrived thousands of years ago.  
There's no reason for us to celebrate Columbus. The statue 
celebrates a disgusting, barbaric man. We do not need to 
honor that anymore 



Clark Munson Yes Replace 

I would vote to replace or remove the statue. I grew up 
thinking that celebrating Columbus was fine and normal, but 
when I learned about the terrible, evil acts he did to the 
people on this continent, I decided he should not be 
celebrated with beautiful statues in beautiful places. Upon 
arrival at Caribbean Islands, he round up free men and 
women from their homes and demanded they mine for gold. 
Some gold was found. He forced the residents to mine more. 
If they didn't meet their quota of giving him gold, he cut off 
their hands and feet! He'd do this until he'd cut off enough 
hands and feet and he was satisfied there was no more gold, 
and then he'd go to a new island. (I learned this from 
historian James Loewen and would recommend his books) 
I don't know if such acts were considered barbaric or just the 
rights of the powerful at the time. But either way, such 
people can be written about and taught about, celebrated 
for the unprecedented things they accomplished, while also 
not hiding the evil things they also did. But there is absolutely 
no way they should be celebrated with beautiful statues on 
pedestals in our time. 

Lauren Perwas No Remove   

Darcy Mautino No Replace 

The statue should be replaced by a statue that honors the 
indigenous people who were slaughtered as a result of 
Columbus. At the very least, the plaque should be replaced, 
as “discoverer of America” is factually incorrect, racially 
problematic, and ignores the many people who lived here 
before he came to this continent. 

Mia Baranowski No Replace   

Lulu   No 
No 
Action Ridiculous that this is even being voted on. 

Kate 
Vander 
Wiede Yes Remove   

Madelyn Lawson No 
No 
Action   

jasmine   Yes Remove   

Christopher Condon Yes Replace 

I don’t what to replace it with, but preferably a statue or 
sculpture by a black/indeginous/POC PGH artist. Just get rid 
of the Columbus as least 

Jocelyn Kirkwood Yes Replace 
Please replace this statue with something honoring First 
Nations people’s. 

Sukhpal Kaur Yes Remove   

Cassidy Soboslay Yes Remove   



Abby Diamond Yes Replace 

The Christopher Columbus statue in Schenley Park should be 
replaced immediately. Columbus was a figure of violent 
conquest, destruction, rape, murder and oppression. Any 
celebration or memorial of his image has no place in 
Pittsburgh.  
 
I would like to suggest that the statue be replaced with the 
figures of the three Indigenous Lenape (Delaware) leaders 
who signed the Treaty of Fort Pitt: White Eyes, John Kill Buck 
(Gelelemend), and Captain Pipe (Hopocan). The Treaty of 
Fort Pitt was the first ever formal treaty between the 
Indigenous American people and the United States of 
America. A monument to these three men would be deeply 
significant acknowledgement for the city of Pittsburgh, and a 
meaningful reminder that our city has always occupied 
Native land. 

Kira   Yes Remove   

elliot mcgregor No Remove 
Why should we honor someone with a statue who was a 
colonizar and racist? 

Susanna Deemer Yes Remove 
Let’s stop with the monuments to the oppressors. They don’t 
need anymore positive coverage. 

Thomas Leleck II Yes Replace 

This statue should be replaced with someone who brought 
positive change to this country and ideally this region.  I 
would suggest a statue of an indigenous person or BIPOC 
who had a positive influence in Western PA or the greater 
area. 

Summer 
Miller-
Walfish Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus did not “discover” America. Not only 
that but he caused incredible amounts of pain and suffering. 
Pittsburgh should no longer honor a man like this. 

Olivia 
Messina Leleck II Yes Replace 

The statue should be replaced by an important BIPOC 
historical figure, such as a civil rights activist or indigenous 
leader. Christopher Columbus led efforts of genocide, 
slavery, land robbery, and rape that should not be celebrated 
and lauded with a statue. 

Joseph Dimasi Yes Remove   

Gabby Odusanya Yes Remove   

Jonathan Monroe Yes Alter 

I dunno man, like I dont fuck with colombus but this is one 
pretty ass statue. Maybe just wipe the name plate/replace 
anything identifying him with a plaque honoring native 
populations, but as a piece of sculpture I think that it should 
stay. Shits beautiful, just has an ugly context 

Rachel Ecoff Yes Remove Colonialism should not be celebrated. 

Jillian SinkO Yes Replace   

Michael Berger Yes Remove   

Deborah El Yes Remove Please remove it it is offensive and racist. 

Amanda Hershberger Yes Replace 
we need more positive figures in public instead of vile 
historical figures like Columbus. 

Suzanne Harris No Remove   

Hannah Frink Yes Remove   

Patte Kelley No Remove 
He did not discover America and was responsible for the 
annihilation of indigenous people. 



Stephanie Ryan No Remove 

This statue celebrates the genocide of countless individual 
people and countless entire cultures. A statue implies that 
someone should be celebrated, revered, and looked up to; 
statues should not be used to commemorate genocidal 
historical figures. 

Molly Schneider Yes Remove   

Lucas Copeland Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was a cruel man who committed 
horrendous crimes against the people’s of the Americas and 
isn’t a figure we should idolize. 

Dani Kramer No Replace 

Pittsburgh has a wealth of historical figures to honor with a 
monument, as well as a wealth of local artists to do the job. 
Columbus is a stain on our history,and does not need to be 
memorialized. 

Carolyn Pallof Yes Remove   

Jennifer Martin Yes Replace   

Allison Wallace Yes Remove   

Meg Caldwell Yes Remove   

Karlin Lamberto Yes Remove   

Steven Moon Yes Remove 

there is no reason for Pittsburgh to glorify a genocidal settler. 
There are plenty of other folks, Italians even, who could be 
put up, but better yet make a statue of another one of the 
black women not selected to replace stephen foster... 

Keith Moore Yes Replace 

Columbus was responsible for the genocide of Native 
Americans. We should not be honoring him. Replace the 
statue with something to honor the indigenous people who 
lived here before before colonizers arrived. 

Colin Hagendorf Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a cruel a vicious man. He should 
not be celebrated or canonized in public statuary. The notion 
that the United States was “discovered” is, in itself, a 
colonialist concept that is ignores the full lives led by the 
indigenous people of this land (the Monongahela here in 
Pittsburgh) prior to Columbus’ arrival. Though even if we 
accept that logic as valid, he wasn’t even the first explorer to 
arrive at or chart this land. At this moment, municipality 
must contend with its current adherence to this nation’s 
racist past. In this moment Pittsburgh should do the right 
thing and remove this statue. 

Elena Swecker Yes Remove   

Rebecca Miller No Remove 

For too long we have celebrated a man who dehumanized 
and killed the Native American people. There is nothing 
about him that should be celebrated, the native Americans 
should be celebrated and we must do better to show their 
part in history. Their history is our history and for too long we 
have brushed them off as uncivilized, we must correct our 
wrongs if we ever want to live peacefully in the country 
again. 

Andrew Connolly Yes Remove Tear it down and replace it with a black or indigenous hero. 

Anna Schell Yes Remove   

Emma Tobias Yes Replace   



Sophia Kachur No Replace 

Even if it cannot be replaced, removal at the very least is 
needed. Columbus exploited and ravaged the americas, 
endangering, enslaving, and murdering many indigenous 
people. It's irresponsible to leave this statue up when it 
represents so much destruction and hate towards indigenous 
communities. 

Robert Handel Yes Remove   

Rachel Smyth No Remove 
Christopher Columbus was a racist tyrant who deserves no 
positive recognition. 

Nicolas Velasquez Yes Remove 

There is nothing to celebrate about Christopher Columbus. 
He was a poor navigator and started a genocide. Disgrace 
that he is still represented so much. 

Allie Logue Yes Remove 

It is past time to set an example for the present and future 
generations that we do not condone, memorialize, or seek to 
benefit from the power structures that this type of statue 
reinforce. 

Sarah Danforth Yes Replace Replace with a statue decided by the seneca people 

Lauren Anderson Yes Replace 
Anyone that doesn’t glorify colonialism and genocide would 
be an improvement. 

DaVaughn 
Vincent-
Bryan Yes Replace 

This land was not discovered, it was colonized. Replace a 
memorial or symbol other people who were the indigenous 
caretakers of this land 

Jennifer Mathias No Remove   

Holly Anderton Yes Replace 

Continuing to honor Columbus with a statue is an insult to 
our shared humanity.  Let's honor someone who uplifts us 
and represents our best instead of Columbus who represents 
greed and violence. 

Centa Schumacher Yes Replace 

I think this is an opportunity for Pittsburgh to celebrate a 
great African American or Indigenous luminary—not only for 
this immediate moment, but for perpetuity. 

Katie Bowie Yes Remove   

Jerry Greek Yes Remove   



Moses Hetfield Yes Replace 

While I fully support honoring our Italian American 
community with a statue, it doesn't make sense for that to 
happen with a Columbus statue. Columbus was born in 
Genoa, but sailed across the ocean on behalf of the Kingdom 
of Spain, not as a representative of Italy (which did not yet 
exist). He never set foot on our continent, much less in our 
city. Ferdinand and Isabella, the architects of the Spanish 
Inquisition and hardly bleeding-heart liberals, were so 
disturbed by the brutality of Columbus's system of slavery in 
the Caribbean that they had him arrested and imprisoned. 
Columbus is personally responsible for the near-extinction of 
indigenous people in much of the Caribbean, which would 
now be termed genocide, and his actions set a precedent for 
the broader genocide against indigenous peoples in the 
Americas. 
Is this who we want to lift up as a role model for our 
children? Is this how the Italian-American community wants 
to be represented? Surely we can find actual Italian-
Pittsburghers worth commemorating! Joe Negri? Franco 
Harris? The Primanti brothers? Or literally any Italian-
American in Pittsburgh who was a good community member 
and never committed genocide? It's embarrassing that our 
city celebrates someone as horrible as Columbus, and given 
the lack of any Pittsburgh connection, there's no reason to 
have a statue of him here. 

Sam Quatrini Yes Remove 

Statues by nature commemorate and glorify the subject - I 
think this is a much larger issue in that from such a young 
age, we‘re taught an extremely watered down version of 
how our nation was established. White supremacy isn’t a 
new trend, it’s clearly been a way of thinking since the 
inception of our country (and long before that). It seems 
small, but tearing down this statue is one step closer to 
eliminating the fallacy of a superior race. 

Beth Boroumand Yes Remove 

Historically, Christopher Columbus committed atrocious acts 
against the indigenous populations for the sole purpose of 
increasing his own wealth. That is NOT something we should 
honor or celebrate in our city. He and everything he did goes 
against our core values as a city. 

Kar DEL No 
No 
Action 

WHAT IS THE REASON YOU WOULD WANT TO ALTER OR 
DELETE A LARGE AND IMPORTANT PART OF OUR HISTORY? 

Danielle Burns Yes Remove   

Gisele Aoun No Remove   

Pete Chambers Yes Remove   

Michele Gittleman Yes Remove   

Kyle O'Neill Yes Remove Get rid of it and destroy it. 

Carmen Tomci Yes Remove   

Nicolette Tomci Yes Remove   

Thomas Tomci Yes Remove   

Gretchen Swecker Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus committed genocide and has no place 
in our community, especially in such a prominent place 
where universities and the community should be welcoming 
all people. 



Kia keyes Yes Remove   

Riley Mahon No Remove   

Stacie Davis Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was a slaver and brought imperialism 
and genocide to the Caribbean. His exaggerated importance 
in American history does us no favors and glorifies a person 
who doesn’t deserve it. Public monuments should reflect the 
legacy of people who have truly inspired, healed, educated, 
or protected their communities. A human trafficker who 
accidentally landed in the Bahamas 600 years ago is none of 
those things to Pittsburgh. Let’s stop giving public accolades 
to people whose legacies are racism and death. They don’t 
deserve them. 

Ciarán Williamson Yes Remove 

Definitely at least remove, if replaced maybe something that 
is celebratory of something or someone we are collectively 
proud of as a city specifically? 

Stephanie Cui Yes Remove   

Yvette Yescas No Remove 

As an alum of the University of Pittsburgh, I support the 
removal of the statue, to demonstrate a commitment to the 
physical and philosophical dismantling of white supremacy. 

Mary Fox No Remove   

Erin Stauffer Yes Replace   

Stella   Yes Replace   

Richard Philips Yes Remove 

Needs to go. Monuments to monsters have no place; it has 
neither commemorative nor educational value, and is an 
affront to every person fighting for equal rights in America. 

Rahuel Rojas Yes Remove   

Shelby Baker Yes Replace We can and should do better. 

Erik Freeman No 
No 
Action 

I've lived in Oakland and Shadyside for the last five years. The 
Stephen foster statue shouldn't have been removed and 
neither should the Columbus statue. Both added beauty to 
Schenley Park and served as benchmarks that I could point to 
and inform my friends about history. Now Stephen Foster is 
just a name that most students in the area ignore. Columbus 
may have been a problematic figure by today's standards but 
my position is that his flaw highlight one of the many 
downsides to hemispherization. By trying to erase all vestiges 
to intrepid Spanish and Italian explorers and settlers, we will 
only be left blanket statements of genocide and land theft 
rather than the nuanced cooperation and eventual co-opting 
of native labor. Columbus shouldn't be hailed as a saint but 
the spirit of an explorer willing to take risks that reward all of 
humanity should live on. I find vandalism towards 
monuments and structures heavily repugnant and by 
removing them, it is only a continual endorsement of their 
distasteful behavior. Oakland was historically an Italian 
neighborhood and it isn't a sin that they should have an 
Italian figure that helped begin the thread that is our 
American history. 

Elijah Hudlow Yes Replace 
I believe it should be replaced by someone who didn’t 
commit genocide. Preferably someone from Pittsburgh. 

.   Yes Remove   



Natalie Griffin No Replace   

Samantha   Yes Replace   

Olivia Blazeck Yes Remove Monsters of history belong in textbooks not pedestals 

Virginia Beck No Remove 

I worked in Oakland for the last 6 years and I absolutely am 
appalled that this statue remains standing in this city. We 
claim to be the "most livable city" and regularly tout our 
openness to immigrants and refugees, yet we have a statue 
to a person who committed genocide; this is not hyperbole, 
it is factual information. Please take the public outcry about 
this seriously and remove the statue. p.s. an addendum to an 
earlier question on the survey - I do not live within the city of 
Pittsburgh, but I live just outside the city in Swissvale and do 
my shopping, socializing, work, and so on within the city. 

billie   Yes Remove Someone who commits genocide should not be honored. 

Rich   Yes 
No 
Action History 

Ryan M Yes Replace   

Rebecca   Yes Remove 

This statue represents genocide, rape, and destruction of 
indigenous people. I’m appalled that it has lasted this long in 
this city. It needs to be removed—no ifs, ands, or buts about 
it. 

Eliana Beigel Yes Remove 

The statue is a monument to white supremacy-- the way 
racism shapes every story we tell to and about ourselves and 
the world. He didn't "discover" a "new" world. We know this. 
We all know better than this. Columbus was not an 
honorable man and his legacy is one of untold pain and loss. 
In lifting him up we attempt to ignore and erase that legacy. 
Columbus was not a hero and he does not need yet another 
statue. 

Laura Swanson No Remove   

Alyssa DeFusco Yes Replace 
It should be replaced with a statue honoring a native person 
from the area. 

Robin Troy Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus enslaved and sold the indigenous 
people. There is no way he should be honored with a statue. 
He caused the death and destruction of millions of people. 
Surely Pittsburgh is better than this. 

Matthew Nemeth No Replace   

Megan Fritz Yes Replace 
I live near this statue and request that it be replaced with a 
statue honoring the indigenous peoples land we are on. 

Dan Lipnitz Yes Replace Replace with Native American leader 

Angela Mazzocco Yes Remove 

Remove this statue as soon as possible.  Then, listen to 
community voices to replace it with someone worth 
honoring. 

Laura Shaffer Yes Remove   

Katie   No Remove   

Angela Semple Yes Remove Very long overdue. 



Henry McKay Yes Replace 

This statue was erected to help Italian Americans earn the 
respect of the dominant white culture of the day. I think that 
mission was accomplished, as Italian Americans can function 
in our society generally free of ethnic prejudice. So we no 
longer need this statue.  
 
Why not use the space to perform a similar kind of ethnic 
advocacy? Make it a reminder of the indigenous people who 
have lived in Western PA for millennia before Columbus, and 
even Lief Eriksson, arrived. Not a monument to a single great 
man, towering over us, but a celebration of a whole people, 
whose land we live on, and who are still here. 

Katherine   Yes Replace 

Replace the statue with a choice statue from the values of 
the people. Someone famous for putting together a more 
creative and harmonious city. 

Ann Norman Yes Remove 

He was involved in a genocide. Time to remove it, as it just 
brings up sad memories. And it's so close to a place people 
want to have weddings. If you want to get serious and do a 
historical-type commemoration of a very bad, but very 
significant moment in history, so it somewhere else rather 
than right there near the wedding venue. 

Robert Caddy Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus murdered hundreds if not thousands 
of people. There are many people worthy of statues that 
glorify their lives, he is not one of them. 

Heather Heitzenrater Yes Replace   

Ian Resetar No 
No 
Action 

Monuments are an opportunity for us to look back at history 
and learn from it, both good and bad. The statue has merit. If 
the symbols depicted are not actively used to oppress or 
discriminate, and the individual depicted is historically 
relevant, then removing will do little to no good to for the 
community. In contrast, leaving it stand will provide an 
opportunity to learn from the positive aspects of (both of 
enterprise and exploration in the face of uncertainty) and the 
deplorable aspects (slavery and oppression) inexorably linked 
to it. Aspects that are so closely tied to America's history as a 
whole that forgetting them is inexcusable. Reducing 
Columbus to his worst actions is woefully ignorant. Hiding 
the atrocities we as a race have committed will only serve to 
perpetuate them. 

Amanda Lore Yes Replace   

Lauren Caddy Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus' "legacy" is a fig leaf of mythological 
grandiosity that does little to hide his blatant racism and 
genocide. Pittsburgh deserves better. Instead of glorifying 
yet another murderous white man, let's honor those who 
actually embody what Pittsburgh strives to be. Let's build a 
statue for the Iroquois who lived here first. Or Pauline 
Wormster Frank, an early civic leader. Or Lois Weber, the 
first American woman film director. Or Phoebe Brashear, an 
astronomer and optical instrument maker. Columbus has 
literally nothing to do with Pittsburgh: historically, presently, 
or in the future. Let's highlight someone relevant to local 



tradition, someone our children can aspire to as a symbol of 
moral character and community service. 

Sebastian Carpenter Yes Remove   

Noa   Yes Remove   

Jasper Flint Yes Replace 

Replace with statue of any civil rights activists. Whoever you 
choose did more to """discover"""""" the united States than 
some colonizing racist rapist that gets lauded for something 
he failed to do. 

Laura Lacey Yes Remove 
Remove the image of a genocidal theif from Pittsburgh. He 
does not deserve a statue celebrating him. 

Jhoeny lamonde No Remove 

Please remove or replace this. He raped and murdered 
indigenous people and it’s available by primary source of his 
own account. The statue represents the oppression and 
extermination of my people and basically the initiator of the 
Atlantic Slave Trade. It’s important to take steps to rectify 
wrongs and make amends. 

Drue Glaser Yes Remove   

James Cunningham No 
No 
Action   

Sabrina Angelo Yes Remove 
As a citizen of the city of Pittsburgh, this statue is a disgrace 
to our community and our heritage.  Take it down. 

Donna V Holmes Yes Remove   

Allison Fleming No Replace 
We all know what Christopher Columbus did... find better 
representation. 

KathleenOBri
en   Yes Replace 

Just replace it with something that’s not about colonialism or 
remove it and plant some elephant ears or a nice tree.  We’re 
all tired of celebrating white guys. 

Jennifer Stalnaker Yes Remove   

Noelle   No Remove   

Jill   No 
No 
Action It’s part of our history. Period. 

Amy Yearwood Yes Remove   

Cassandra Ziegler No Remove   

Douglas Bae Yes Remove   

Brynne Landis Yes Remove   

Pearl Ruschak Yes Remove   

Stacey Jo Bonenberger Yes Remove   

Arsh Kumaran Yes Replace   

Brian Lakefish Yes Remove   

Haley Buchanan Yes Remove   

Sarah Krzeminski Yes Remove   



Abby   Yes 
No 
Action Why would you remove it leave it alone 

Roxanne Nitti No Remove 
Christopher Columbus is a symbol of violence. We do not 
need statues of men that stole land and brutalized natives. 

Jordyn Garlow Yes Remove   

Emily Gabelt No Remove 

I frequent in Pittsburgh as I live in Brownsville. We should not 
have a statue dedicated to praise someone who dominated 
genocide. Things like this belong in a museum. Not to be 
praised and placed on the streets as a grim reminder of what 
this man actually did. 

Jamie Lee Patterson Yes Replace   

Danielle Pruss Yes Replace 

I think the Columbus statue should be replaced with a statue 
commemorating the young black EMTs of the Freedom 
House Ambulance Service, the nation's first paramedic 
service, which originated right here in Pittsburgh's Hill 
District. 
https://www.npr.org/sections/codeswitch/2015/03/01/3897
98498/how-pittsburghs-freedom-house-pioneered-
paramedic-treatment 

Erin Collopy Yes Remove I also think the statue should be defaced.  For reparations. 

Laura Oknefski No Replace   

Kelly horvath Yes Remove 

Respectfully requesting the removal of this monument to a 
dark and ugly chapter of our nations history. Christopher 
Columbus enslaved, raped and murdered the indigenous 
Taino and other native tribes. He didn’t even truly discover 
America. It’s time we memorialize people who are worth it 
and learn from the dark and bloody history of our nation’s 
past without memorializing it in bronze. 

Daniel Brown Yes Replace 

Remove the current statue and replace with a prominent 
Pittsburgh native (August Wilson, Billy Porter, Mac Miller, 
Michael Keaton, Jackie Ormes, Joe Manganiello, and/or Fred 
Rogers) Someone we can be proud of. Not this genocidal 
colonizer 

Randa   Yes Replace   

Niki Penberg Yes Remove 

Speaking as a Pittsburgh resident of Italian heritage, I'm 
strongly for the removal of this statue. We don't need to 
celebrate a colonizer and a murderer of indigenous people. If 
Pittsburgh can instate Juneteeth as a holiday, I think we can 
also make the right choice to get rid of the Columbus statue. 

Carolina 
rosario Mozee Yes Remove 

It is entirely unsettling and disgusting for the glorification of a 
colonizer (i.e. murderer) to be perpetuated right next to a 
campus that values inclusivity and diversity. 

Pauleen Wise Yes 
No 
Action 

All these statues are a part of history and have been there for 
a long time you cannot remove history or rewrite it and no 
one today has nothing to do what happened all those years 
ago so why waste people's tax dollars and time. Remember 
Christopher Columbus discovered America what's next we 
can't have or defend the American flag that Betsy Ross made 
or we will no longer celebrate Columbus Day. Columbus Day 
celebrates the anniversary of Christopher Columbus' arrival 
in the Americas on October 12, 1492. 



Gaurav Balakrishnan Yes Remove   

Emily Wingfield No Remove   

Terry Eckman No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus founded America. He was a brilliant 
man. He was from a poor family, educated himself and knew 
different languages. He spent a long time educating himself 
in the Spanish court just to be heard by the king and queen 
of Spain. He traveled unchartered waters and discovered the 
Americas. He also chartered the course traveling back and 
forth. Why destroy our great past and great people who 
contributed to it Our country is great and so is our heritage. 

Miya Gossett No Replace   

Abby   Yes Replace   

Hannah Rosche Yes Remove   

zana   Yes Remove   

kasia thomas Yes Replace   

Hannah Pierskalla Yes Replace Replace it with Franco Harris 

Joe Bechtold No 
No 
Action   

Molly Montgomery Yes Replace 

My choice would be to remove the Columbus statue, and 
then replace it with a historical figure more relevant to 
Pittsburgh/PA, and preferably someone less horrific and 
savage :) 

Jessica Vescio Yes Remove   

Taylor   No Remove   

Jocelynn Williams Yes Remove   

Ruth Hallas Yes Replace   

Quinn Kobelak Yes Remove 

I request that the City remove the Columbus statue.  I believe 
it is a monument that effectively celebrates genocide and 
colonialism.  It should not, ya know, be put "pride of place." 
 
Please remove it. 
 
thank you, 

Debbie julian No 
No 
Action 

We must stand strong and not let our history be erased. Who 
knows what is next. We have already given too much. 

Jaime Martinez Yes Replace   

Bethany   Yes Remove   

John Hollihan Yes Remove   

Kathie Hollingshead Yes Remove   

Kelly Schenk Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus is affiliated with the many evils that 
comes alongside colonization and the genocide of Indigenous 
people. Transitively, statutes and celebrations of this man 
and what he is equated with is traumatizing for many, many 
of our neighbors in Pittsburgh. 
 
Statutes should be used to honor people from Pittsburgh, 
and in this context, the statute should be replaced by one 
celebrating the many BIPOC that hail from Pittsburgh. 



Daniel Hatfield Yes Remove 

Our culture's veneration of Columbus is based on an 
ahistorical and one-sided understanding of the man, his 
accomplishments, and his role in history. We can find better 
individuals, movements, and events to memorialize in 
statuary. 

Cerra Catania Yes Replace   

Heather Nilson Yes Remove   

Alexandra Rape Yes Remove   

Uma Shah Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a terrible person with little 
positive impact and should not have a statue immortalizing 
him. 

Shawna Kent Yes Alter 

I could envision another statue being built, representing the 
Native Americans who lost their lives and their land in 
Pittsburgh, along with a plaque with information about their 
community, customs, history, their interactions with white 
settlers, etc., and if there are any descendants living here. It 
would be inspiring to start visualizing the other histories 
here. Art is a wonderful way to make that happen. 

Thomas Edwards Yes Remove 

History is proving Columbus wasn't the first European in the 
new world.  History needs to continue to be examined and 
rewritten as new facts prove themselves out.  The youth of 
America deserve to learn the truth, though truth could 
continue to change as more discoveries are made, etc. 

Emeline Maslow Yes Remove   

Jermaine   Yes Remove   

Jaylee Witcher Yes Remove   

Erin Tobin Yes Remove 

Remove and replace after a public process similar to the one 
done for the Stephen Foster. That was a great process. Also, 
thank you for doing this effort. It is long overdue. But I know 
its just another thing that the City has on its to do list which 
is long and complicated. I am glad to see the Art Commission 
addressing this. Thank you. 

Kathleen Heuer No Replace   

Kacie stewart No Remove   

Andrew Porter Yes Remove   

Catherine Kulandaivel Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was a horrible, horrible person who is 
burning in hell right now if there is one.  
 
He raped women. He cut off childrens hands. He brutally 
murdered with no regard for human life.  
 
THERE SHOULD BE NO STATUES OF HIM ON OUR STREETS. 

Natasha   Yes Remove   

Michael Stafford No Replace   

Joesy Brigham Yes Remove 

Reward people for not removing it themselves yet by having 
it taken down. Christopher Columbus has nothing to do with 
Pennsylvania or the city of Pittsburgh. If we need a statue of 
a white man in that spot my vote is for Mr. Rogers because 
he's wholesome and from the area. Andy Warhol would also 
be a great option because he grew up in North Oakland. 



Grace Nitchman Yes Remove 

That man should not be honored for the pain and destruction 
he brought on to this soil. His actions belong in textbooks to 
be taught in school, not literally on a pedestal for being a 
murderer. 

Devin   No Remove 

Technically I live in Dravosburg but I'm so close and spend all 
my time in this city. There is just no need for this statue and 
what it falsely represents. 

Freedom Foster-Grady Yes Remove 

Christophee Columbus enacted genocide against indigenous 
peoples. He is a symbol of white supremacy and honoring 
him is an insult to the people he tortured and murderred. It is 
inexcusable to have a statue celebrating a man who enacted 
genocide 

Lane   No 
No 
Action 

If you think Christopher Columbus statue should go then 
certainly should the Viking statues for inflicting decease pre-
Columbus and all of the Nordic, Dutch, Britannia, and 
German statues who actually set foot here and butchered 
the indigenous people of North America.  
Stop excusing the sins of people’s by blaming others. You are 
not redeemed. Y doing so. 

Nancy Harvey No Remove   

Jessica Erceg Yes Remove   

Zachary Benkovitz Yes Remove   

Jessica W Yes Replace 

This is a dated statue celebrating someone who we know 
harmed many of our communities ancestors. This would be a 
great opportunity to commemorate a statue of someone 
who has directly impacted the Pittsburgh community; like 
"Mary Cardwell Dawson,  a musician, teacher, and founding 
director of the National Negro Opera Company, [who] 
devoted her life to bringing opera to African-American 
audiences." 
 
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/the-history-of-
influential-black-women-in-pittsburgh-is-deep-and-still-
being-written/Content?oid=16645947 

Alex Cauley No Replace 

REMOVE and REPLACE with an Italian-American (or really 
anyone) who actually had a positive impact on our area! Or 
any Pittsburgh leader or community icon who made our area 
a better place. 

Shelby Heisler Yes Replace   

Crystal Wilson No Remove 

Columbus did not discover America, not was he the first 
person from the Eurasian continent to land in the Americas. 
Columbus led mass murder and should not be celebrated. 

Joy Katz Yes Remove   

Matthew Grant No Remove 
It’s time to take stuff like this down. We don’t need statues 
to remember any historical figure. That’s why we have books. 

Rosella ealy No 
No 
Action   

Ris Adams Yes Remove 
The statue should be removed and preserved in the history 
museum 

Connor Freer Yes Replace 
Replace it with a monument to the indigenous people of 
Pennsylvania whose homes we took when we settled here. 



Anne Casper Yes Remove 

The statue of Christopher Columbus represents the murder, 
rape and genocide of the first peoples who resided on this 
land for thousands of years. Pittsburgh should know its 
dishonorable history of genocide regarding Fort Pitt, 
smallpox blankets, the French and Indian War, etc. We stole 
this land and now glorify our inhumanity with this statue. 
Columbus was a murderer and the catalyst for one of the 
biggest genocides our world has seen. It is unacceptable to 
display this statue. Atone for your evils Pittsburgh, don't 
perpetuate them. 

John Wallace III Yes Remove   

Anne Houston No Replace   

Sarah   No Remove   

Phil Snyder No Remove 

The man was a genocidal slaver and rapist, denounced even 
in his own time. He "discovered" a land that was already 
inhabited. He should be forgotten. 

Ross m Yes Remove 

christopher columbus is a wretched person. Terrible, a 
murderer, lead his ment to sexually assault and brutalize 
indigenous people. 

Lavender 
Wanjiru Wachira Yes Remove   

Samantha Faulds Yes Remove   

Sara Rodriguez No Replace 
There are many honorable people who could be exemplified 
in place of this statue. 

Kelsey Verderber Yes Replace 

This man didn't even discover America. What he represents 
goes against everything Pittsburgh says it believes in and 
there are so many other, more worthy people that should 
stand in his place. 

naila   Yes Remove he’s a rapist 

Mark Salvas No 
No 
Action 

Do not remove the statue, good or bad we must learn and 
preserve our history as a country or we are bound to repeat 
our mistakes. 

Danielle   Yes Remove   

Leslie Tuk No Remove 

Christopher Columbus didn't discover American. This 
perpetuates a false history. We should recognize that this 
land was stolen and a people destroyed. 

Meagan Koleck Yes Remove 

The Columbus statue idolizes and normalizes genocide, rape, 
hatred, and deceit. Celebrating Columbus continues to 
damage and dismiss Native cultures. Columbus's name, 
image, and historical representation aims to convince society 
that his actions and beliefs are acceptable. Pittsburgh should 
be ashamed of its participation in honoring this villain. The 
claim that Pittsburgh is a sanctuary city is an embarrasing lie 
as long as the city remains complacent in the removal of 
corrupt and dangerous historical figures. The teachings of 
Columbus and colonialism are shamefully inaccurate. City 
officials must take action and change the way the city 
represents itself to the public as well as the historical 
falsehoods taught in the educational system. Removing the 
Columbus statue is the first step to building a safer and 
progressive community. 



Catherine Tighe Yes Replace Replace it with a black or Native American hero/figure. 

Amy Commander Yes Remove   

Jay Moser Yes Replace 
Replace it with a Pittsburgher we are all proud of. August 
Wilson perhaps. 

Molly Davidson Yes Remove   

Chance Lytle Yes Replace   

Christian Modrak Yes Remove   

Emmitt Peters No Remove   

Kaylyn   No Replace   

Sophia Napolitano Yes Replace   

Brooke Duplantier Yes Remove 

It is deeply disturbing and upsetting. I hope that PGH will 
make the right choice to remove this symbol of colonization, 
violence, and genocide from our beautiful park spaces, 
meant to be enjoyed by EVERYONE. 

Gina Bilello Yes 
No 
Action 

Hello my name is Gina Bilello.  I find Highly offensive that you 
would even consider removing this statue!!  It looks 
beautiful.  I find it very racist against Italian American People.  
For years, we have been celebrating this day!!  What is the 
change all of a sudden?? Did history change itself? No it did 
not.  Some people may be offended that he had slaves.  Well 
in those days that was the norm!  and history does not 
change itself. If they are insulted, so be it.   I am not happy 
about these "lies" all of a sudden and criminals that want to 
remove it and steal our day!!!!  Please leave Christopher 
Columbus alone.  Let indIgenous have their own day and 
statue. PLEASE DONT STEAL OURS!!! 

Marika DeLozier Yes Remove   

Gina DeAntonis Yes Remove   

Taylor Russell Yes Remove   

Michael   Yes Replace   

Patti Simmons No 
No 
Action He is a special man who should be revered by all. 

Kaila   Yes Replace 

Remove or replace! There are other extraoridnary figures to 
idolize that didn’t have to rape and murder to make their 
history. Historically, Columbus was an idiot lol 

Joe Davies Yes Remove   

Rachel Stachelrodt Yes Replace 
Replace the stature with an indigenous individual from the 
Allegheny/Seneca/etc. region. 

Phillip Atkins Yes Remove 
We shouldn’t look up at his likeness, only down at a textbook 
with context. 

Mari DelGreco Yes Remove   

Rachel Reed Yes Remove   

Taylor Smith Yes Replace   

Brandon   No Replace 

There’s no reason to continue displaying this monument 
when we know the true origins of this individual and how 
history manifested in there favor. There’s no reason for us to 
continue to celebrate a day that isn’t just. Instead we should 
replace this individual with a figure who represented 
progression in society and justice for all. 

Abbey Rossman Yes Replace   



Heather Neylon No Replace 
replace bith his statue and parade and replace it with 
celebrations of indiginous folks 

Beth LaGamba No Remove   

DEWEY GUIDA No 
No 
Action 

May " God Bless America " and protect our future by 
honoring our past . Columbus died 515 years ago and if it 
wasn't for this brave and courageous man , our lives would 
be so different . He founded America - plain and simple . The 
Anarchist , looters, rioters and radical Left can not change 
our past nor influence our future or the future of our children 
. I blame spineless , left wing politicians for taking such a 
weak position on these matters . They are pitiful and should 
be ashamed of how they serve the citizens that they 
represent . The left media are no more than puppets 
spreading propaganda for the new socialist Democratic party 
. This mentality did not just happen over night . WE allowed 
this to happen because we are too afraid to stand up for 
what America is all about . Apathy has set in and if we allow 
more bullying and lawlessness to continue , America will fall 
from within ! Yes , tear down our ( Statues ) history , take a 
knee when the National Anthem is being played , take " In 
God We Trust " out of our lives and the America haters will 
win .  They want America to fall from within . Time is running 
out and now is the time to take a stand . Pittsburgh , let the 
COLUMBUS statue stand as is , and protect our history 
because it' s a beautiful story . GOD BLESS AMERICA !! 

Nicolas paris Yes Remove   

Jesse   Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was not even a hero in his own 
lifetime, he died in prison a hated man. The atrocities he 
committed against the indigenous nations of America is heart 
wrenching. Reading his own accounts and stories of how he 
loved the smell of burning Native American bodies should be 
unsettling to any anyone. There are so many better options 
of historically important people. Columbus was a fraud, and 
the way he is celebrated today is founded on a completely 
false narrative. 

Seth Culp-Ressler Yes Replace   

Alexandra Krynski No Replace   

Daniella Plumb No Replace 

In my opinion this statue needs replaced with someone (or 
even something) that represents black culture in our city. If 
nothing of significance can be conveyed then other cultural 
ideas relative to the city should be displayed. Columbus was 
not the first person to discover the continent. He was also a 
horrible human being. Continuing to honor him is not the 
right move. We need to think about the kind of legacy we 
want to leave and Columbus certainly isn't it. 

Catherine Garfinkel No Replace 

Our neighbors have made known the deep injury that this 
historic person has caused to their ancestors, and to them.  
The choice is clear - remove it.  If funds allow, replace with 
something else. 



Rebecca Suehr-Mason Yes Replace 

This statue should be removed and replaced with a different 
monument to someone who deserves it. Christopher 
Columbus is not someone we should look up to or exalt with 
statues and monuments. He was a rapist and a slave trader, 
he was a pedophile and a murderer. He committed genocide. 
And he also was not the first European person to discover 
the Americas. He also has no historical ties to the city of 
Pittsburgh and so I don’t see the point of us having a statue 
of him here where there is no historical context to be 
celebrating this horrible man. I think that our space would be 
much better suited to celebrating a historical Pittsburgh 
native or somebody who contributed to our area‘s growth. I 
also think that this is a fantastic opportunity to celebrate the 
people of color who are from our area and maybe choose to 
erect a statue of somebody like August Wilson or something 
instead. Or perhaps even a monument to the natives whose 
land this originally was and who we have basically eradicated 
from the area. Perhaps it would be a humbling monument 
and a reminder that our past in Pittsburgh is not without it’s 
own sins.  I think we should use our city’s statues and 
monuments to celebrate the history of our city and educate 
about our accomplishments and shortcomings rather than 
celebrate one of the most violent murderous men that ever 
lived. 

Angela Rusnak No Replace 

I believe this statue should be replaced with an influential 
BIPOC figure, perhaps one with a special connection to 
Pittsburgh or one who does not get much recognition 
otherwise. We should not glorify violent colonizers with 
statues like the current one. 

Cassandra Geckle No Remove 

The Christopher Columbus statue is an insult to all the Native 
people who died or were displaced by settlers brought over 
by Columbus. It erases the horrors he personally oversaw, 
which were horrific even to his contemporaries. This man 
was not a hero. He wasn't even the first person from Europe 
to visit these continents - he was just the first to turn it into a 
business venture. Having a statue that commemorates him in 
such a positive light does an extreme disservice to his actual 
legacy.  
 
If you choose to replace it, please consider honoring the 
Native tribes of the area (for instance, the Monongahela). 



Elizabeth MacLean No Replace 

I grew up in Pittsburgh and I still have family here and call it 
my home.  As such, I know how much this city has grown, 
and I have even been referred to as “promoting Pittsburgh” 
by strangers in Philly because I hold it very close to my heart.  
Pittsburgh is a city unafraid of acknowledging its faults, and 
then going above and beyond to repair damage done.  This is 
one opportunity to show what it is to be a Pittsburgher - 
acknowledge that CC was a genocidal racist who did untold 
harm to Indigenous people, and replace the statue with a 
memorial to the Indigenous people native to Pittsburgh land.  
Give a space to those who survived the generations of 
systemic oppression and genocide to mourn what has been 
lost.  Pittsburgh can grow stronger from this. 

Sara Mariacher Yes Replace 

As Americans begin to become aware of the evil history of 
colonization, now is the time to remove statues elevating 
figures like Columbus to hagiographic status, especially given 
the heinous acts of which he was the instigator.  I 
recommend that the Columbus statue be removed and 
replaced with a statue honoring an iconic Black Pittsburgher, 
such as Robert Lee Vann (editor of the Pittsburgh Courier), 
Mary Cardwell Dawson (founder of the National Negro Opera 
Company), or playwright August Wilson.  Just around the 
corner at the Carnegie Museum and Music Hall, Pittsburghers 
of European descent have been able to see statues of 
Shakespeare and Bach -- respected figures of the arts that 
have given writers and musicians goals to aspire to for 
decades.  It's well past time we recognize the work of such 
figures from the African diaspora, as well. 

Brendan Brown Yes Replace 

We shouldn’t celebrate genocide.  We should honor positive 
aspects of our heritage and pay homage to those we 
transgressed. 

Abby Gubernat Yes Remove   

Hannah Labovitz No Remove   

Stacey McSorley Yes Replace   

Mark Eiler No 
No 
Action 

I don’t believe anything should be done with the statue.  
It’s a part of history and should remain the way it has for 
many years. I also think that people should learn more about 
our history before wanting to remove or replace something 

Daria mochan No Replace   

Gretchen Swabe Yes Remove 
Remove the statue, erect a statue of a non-controversial 
figure (a BIPOC, ideally) in its place 

Nick   No 
No 
Action 

If any city takes down one statue because someone don't like 
it they should take down all them. This includes other 
historical figures, athletes and even animals because there is 
always gonna be someone who dislikes something. My 
opinion not that it matters but leave history alone and 
someone or some group thought it was a good idea to honor 
a historical figure and that alone is historic. 



Stephen Laskaris Yes Remove 

As an American of Italian descent and a resident of 
Bloomfield, I wish to add my voice to the multitude calling for 
the removal of this statue, which does not commemorate 
Italian immigration to the cities and towns of the Americas, 
but instead seeks to sanctify the violent conquest of the 
indigenous peoples of these continents. 

Deanna Darras No Replace 

I’m very often in Pittsburgh and stay with family in 
Shadyside.  I love walking the city and the parks and seeing 
the statue of Columbus is heartbreaking when I know how 
open, welcoming, and diverse Pittsburgh is.  Remove and 
replace the genocidal conquistador, please. 

April Mazur No 
No 
Action 

Repair the statue and any other historical statue that was 
damaged. Give jail time and fines to any person damaging a 
statue. 

Julie Burns No Remove   

Scott Kowalski Yes Replace 

Replace with someone that was a positive influence in 
Pittsburgh. Someone that took the time to help others 
instead of themselves. 

Rachel Fishback Yes Remove 

We know he wasn’t the first European to “find” America. We 
know he “found” America by accident. We know the 
atrocities he committed on the indigenous people whose 
land he stole, how he brutalized them. We know better than 
to venerate him. What use does his statues serve? None. 

Carter Norris Yes Remove 

Columbus literally committed genocide and rape of native 
americans, what’s to celebrate about that? do you want to 
condone what he’s done? also he’s dumb he meant to go to 
India 

Autumn Greba Yes Replace 
Columbus is far from the hero he is made out to be. Replace 
with a respectful statue of an Indigenous leader. 

Andrea Hubbard No Replace 

I am a Phipps membership holder and I hate having to see 
the statue of Columbus in an area of beauty and peace. He 
needs to be removed and replaced with an indigenous or 
minority hero, we have too many statues of white men. 

Chelsea Fischerkeller Yes Remove 

Please remove or replace this statue with something more 
meaningful that can actually make our community feel 
proud, instead of ashamed. 

Morgan   Yes Remove 

That monument to genocide and colonization should be 
removed and destroy immediately. And during COVID 
taxpayer money does NOT need to go towards replacing it. 
Once we're in the clear from the pandemic im sure people 
would be fine with buying a new statue that celebrates 
someone who wasnt a mass murder. Indigenous Lives Matter 

Allison Mosher Yes Remove 
Christopher Columbus was a murderer and slaver and having 
a statue honoring such a tyrant in our city is disgusting. 

Marc Teklinski No 
No 
Action   

Dylan C No Remove Tear it down , please 

Julie Daw Yes Remove   

K Heron No Remove   



Linda Schifino Yes Replace 

I think it best to replace the Columbus statue with that of an 
Italian-American with ties to Pittsburgh. One good choice 
would be Bruno Sanmartino who, while born in Italy, 
adopted Pittsburgh as his home. Sanmartino was a well-
respected athlete who loved the city as much as 
Pittsburghers loved him. After retirement, Sanmartino 
founded the Bruno and Carol Sanmartino Foundation which 
has supported the struggle against hunger and homelessness 
in SouthWestern PA.  The choice of Sanmartino to replace 
the Columbus statue provides a strong connection to our city 
as well as a gesture to the Italian-American community. 
Thanks for the opportunity to weigh in on this issue. 

Carlie Davison Yes Replace 
I think it would be best for the statue to either be removed 
or replaced. 

Avery Devine No Remove   

Justin Westley Yes Remove 

Monuments are artworks that influence our communal 
memory. They signify what events, people, and ideas are 
important to a community rather than a simple retelling of 
history. By affect, we identify with our monuments similar to 
the way we identify with our communities.  
 
However, communities change. Their morals change. We 
have an opportunity to reshape how a community chooses to 
remember itself. The impact of Columbus’ legacy is clear and 
heinous. It is time to remember him differently. 

Casey Quinn Yes Remove   

Kacey Young No Remove   

Bilb Ono No Remove   

Chris Gridley Yes Remove   

Meg G No Remove 

While I may not live in Pittsburgh anymore, I did grow up 
there. I believe that this statue should be removed and 
thought should be given to what will replace it. 

Allison Burns Yes Replace 

I think it would also be really great if the replacement statue 
were created by a local artist of color. We have an 
abundance of talent in the Pittsburgh area, so why not honor 
our community’s potential for decolonization by taking an 
active step towards uplifting BIPOC voices in our own 
community? 

Indigo Baloch Yes Remove 

This statue is a blemish in our city. It shows how racist and 
backwards we are. While other cities are removing their 
statues, by keeping ours, we’re saying racism has a home 
here. And it absolutely doesn’t. It’s disrespectful to BIPOC in 
this city and tells white supremacists that they can continue 
inflicting harm. We must do better. 

Liv Blair Yes Remove   

Samantha Dvora Yes Replace 

Replace with a statue ornart piece tributing the Black 
community of Pittsburgh that is responsible for the creation 
of modern EMTs. They are heroes of this city that fought for 
the creation of a system that saves millions of lives in this 
country. 

Elizabeth   Yes Replace   



Emily Mente Yes Alter 

I would like to see comprehensive information about 
Christopher Columbus added near the statue. I want 
information about his treatment of indigenous people, why 
Columbus has been memorialized in white communities in 
the US, what lasting harm is done by idolizing him, and 
information about this statue specifically. I want information 
included about why this statue was commissioned in 
Pittsburgh and what was happening during that time in the 
city that allowed it to be built. 

Teresa DePace Yes Replace   

Jocelyn Hillen Yes Remove 

I chose remove bc I can’t think of a good replacement option 
other than the Osage land Pittsburgh sits on. Or maybe Mr. 
Rogers? Regardless, Columbus’s time has passed. Donezo. No 
more celebration of colonialism. 

Max Robby Yes Remove 

put it in a museum. Poor symbol to celebrate or represent 
the city of Pittsburgh. 400+ years of written or known history 
in the region, and Columbus has little, if any, role in it. And 
there are many better uses for public space than a big ole 
statue. 

Eric Werner Yes Remove   

Mary   Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus has nothing to do with Pittsburgh and 
is controversial for obvious reasons. I don't want my 
neighbors or myself to have to walk by a slaver on a pedestal. 
That is so cruel especially to our black neighbors. The debate 
and defacement will not end (and shouldn't) until this is 
replaced/removed. We have so many amazing Pittsburghers 
who are worthy of recognition. It's time to evolve. I'd also 
like to thank the activists who brought this to the city's 
attention and are fighting for a more inclusive Pittsburgh. 
They have done more for Pittsburgh than Columbus ever has 
and they should be up there, not him. 

Candace Hill No Remove 

In favor of removing and not sure what I would do with it, 
but it should not displayed on public land. If it were replaced, 
how about a native peoples leader or Mr Rogers or a leader 
of color from Pittsburgh!! Thanks for you consideration. 

Clinton Montague No 
No 
Action   

Tom Conroy Yes Remove 
He was a slave trader and murderer of Indigenous peoples. 
What more needs to be said? 

Emily Faber Yes Remove   



Lisa Pawelski No Alter 

I married Pittsburgh 34 years ago after Pitt Med, & currently 
live in O’Hara. Spouse works in Oakland. Many cities include 
their suburbs in their population so they pack more clout. 
Your intake Qs limited response to city residency as yes/no. 
Please listen to the ‘burbs equally? 
 
Like most everyone my age, I “learned” that Columbus 
discovered America, that there were native Americans here, 
and that these primitives needed conversion (Catholic 
school). We now know we need to re-educate outside of the 
Eurocentric approach to history and culture, and respect 
indigenous peoples.   
 
“No action?” No way. You set a precedent with Stephen 
Foster (and missed a huge opportunity to educate the world 
about this ABOLITIONIST—granted the sculpted image was 
troubling). 
 
“Remove?” Cost-effective but side-steps the issues.   
 
“Replace” or “alter?” Of course. As an educator I wish we 
could design something that incorporates the statue minus 
the heroic plinth, bringing citizens along to understand our 
evolved notion of  
history and the necessary humble respect for peoples.  
 
But groom suggests that a park should be for mental rest and 
relaxation, and that we should avoid being overly didactic. So 
a substantial educational piece might not be welcome there. 
 
Any room at the Carnegie for decommissioned city pieces? 
Establish a woke courtyard somewhere to educate?  
 
Restore the fountain. (Nonfunctional since I can remember.) 
Diversity Plaza? Pittsburgh Melting Pot Plaza? EthniCity? 
Forward. Thanks. 

Steve degenaro No Remove   

Hunter   Yes Replace   

Jerry May Yes Remove Any above option is preferred to "no action". 

Ruben Niculcea Yes Remove   

McLain Vincent Yes Remove   

Ariel   Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus should not be celebrated. He brought 
death and devastation to the Natives. His statue should 
either be removed, or replaces with a statue of someone 
who contributed to the history and culture of Pittsburgh, 
and/or to minorities. 

Lauren Zito Yes Remove 

This statue means nothing. This man was not a hero.  
Pittsburgh needs to be on the right side of history. It needs to 
come down NOW. 

Alonzo Lemus Yes Remove 
We shouldn't praise/remember a murderer. The narrative 
the people receive in school of Christopher Columbus is a lie 



and should know the truth behind everything he did to the 
natives. 

Linnea 
Warren may Yes Replace   

Kyle Winkler Yes Replace 

I'm sure there are other ways to honor Italian Heritage, if not 
in the artisanship alone of the Italian sculptor (and other 
Italian works), than to continue to mistakenly present 
Christopher Columbus as a hero and "discoverer" of North 
America. 

Kimberly Bondi No 
No 
Action 

It is reprehensible that there are people in this country trying 
to change our history.  Whether the history is good or bad, it 
is still history and we should be learning from that history not 
trying to erase it. 

Jazz Sexton No Remove 
Christopher Columbus' legacy is one of racism and genocide. 
His statue should be removed. 

Jessica Mason No Replace Mr. Rogers please, or a Pittsburgh leader of color. 

Neil Johnston Yes Replace   

Mohammad Ali Yes Remove 

September 17th is actually my birthday and I can think of no 
better gift than to remove a figure that popularized the 
genocide of indigenous people and to take one very strong 
step towards more unity within the city. 

Emily   Yes Replace 

As an Italian American, I am horrified that Christopher 
Columbus is represented as a celebrated figurehead. His 
legacy is irrefutably rooted in murder, genocide, 
colonialization, domination, rape, imperialism, the erasure of 
indigenous peoples and culture, and on and on. It is morally 
reprehensible that Christopher Columbus statues, parades, a 
federal holiday, and school textbooks still herald his historical 
footprint as “heroic.” Pittsburgh: we must do better for our 
communities, for our world. 

Cayla Turner Yes Replace   

James Sparkman Yes Replace   

Sarah sindler Yes Replace 
Remove the statue and replace it with work of an indigenous 
artist! 

Eddy   Yes Remove   

Diana Bacallao Yes Remove   

John Famini No 
No 
Action 

I am fed up with all the anti Christopher Columbus rhetoric 
all over America. It is like racism againt Italians again. That 
means that I am offended. 

Nick Orsborn Yes Replace 

I think it is long overdue to remove this statue. He was not an 
inspiration or a hero. Let’s replace with someone who truly 
lived a life and values that we are proud of. 

Kelly Rottmund Yes Replace   

Deborah Cinkan No Replace It needs replaced with a tribute to native americans. 

Jeff Green Yes Alter 

Keep history. Good or bad. Let the plaque reflect both the 
good and bad sides of the person.  
 
It’s like the Holocaust. We should never erase it. Teach it, or  
it’s doomed to repeat itself. 



Myron Glova No 
No 
Action Ridiculousness with this! Statues harm no one!!! 

Dionne Flinn Yes Replace   

Caitlin Nagelson Yes Remove 

It’s vital that this statue is removed as it is a constant 
reminder to indigenous people of horrifying massacres and 
loss of their land. Celebrating Columbus is celebrating rape, 
genocide, and theft. Take the statue down. 

Jay Bird Yes Replace 

Alexander Berkman and Emma Goldman sitting together 
would be a valuable replacement. His letter from prison to 
Emma and her important place in American (and 
international) labor relations, human rights, prison reform, 
and philosophy cannot be ignored. I can't imagine a more 
poignant location for them than here in Pittsburgh, in the 
garden. They wanted to be together forever. Their friendship 
was very beautiful. 
 
Certainly remove the statue altogether is a good alternative. 

Katie Power Yes Remove   

Elizabeth Rowland Yes 
No 
Action I am opposed to removing the statue. 

Claire Steiner Yes Remove 

Statues teach our children about our history and values. 
What do we want to teach them?  This statue represents a 
brutal history- Christopher Colombus terrorized, raped and 
murdered indigenous people. He was a scourge upon the 
American continent. We should teach our children about his 
crimes, but we should not place him upon a pedestal to uplift 
and memorialize him. When our children see statues or visit 
museums, I want them to see that our country values life, 
freedom, and equality. Christopher Columbus represents the 
antithesis of equality and respect for life. I strongly support 
removing his statue. 

Angie Galla Yes Remove   

Jonathan Meck Yes Remove   

Jennifer Porter Yes Replace 
Replace the statue with a tribute to an important native 
american person from Pennsylvania. 

Jerry Berteotti No 
No 
Action 

Christopher Columbus and any form of education or honor 
about him are a part of our history. All forms of education 
towards our history and background are important and have 
helped form the  great country we are today. 

Lisa   No 
No 
Action 

Our history may not be perfect but it’s our history. We’ve 
come such a long way as a society. We are decent people, we 
are hard working citizens, we are thankful for all the 
sacrifices given to us for America to be free. Don’t change 
history. Discuss it, learn from it. Move in from it. 

Cassandre Conti No Remove 

Thank you for taking the time to listen to the public on this 
issue. I lived in the city for many years, a few of them just 
blocks from this statue. It’s time for the statue to go. 

Selena Kaplan No Replace   

Mairead   Yes Replace   

Trevor   Yes Remove   



anthony ferraro No 
No 
Action WHY NOW? Very stupid suggestion. 

Huw Messie Yes Remove   

Samantha Bruner No 
No 
Action 

this is history. We need to keep American history alive, for 
our youth! 

D. Wood No 
No 
Action 

Why are we getting rid of historic people statues? I believe 
history is in the past for a reason to learn and move on.  we 
should move on from it and learn to change the way we will 
live, not get rid of everything that created this country.  Quit 
reliving the past and continue to learn from it.  Protesting 
and vandalism historic figures or places is not the answer.  
We are not living thousands of years ago where there are 
slaves anymore, which slaves were all colors not just blacks. 
Look to the future and not go relive the past.  Just leave 
history alone.  You are destroying artist work that are dead 
and can’t defend their work just because of your actions and 
thoughts.  Not fair to those artists passed away. Shame on 
this world 

Megan Ortego Yes Remove Please remove this statue. 

Hannah Labo Yes Remove   

Shawn Lake No 
No 
Action 

As a former Pittsburgh resident, I would be very saddened to 
see this important piece of history go or change. Please leave 
it as it stands. 

R. Milliron Yes Remove 

We can recognize the history of our continent but let us not 
forget the horrific acts and atrocities carried out by men like 
Christopher Columbus. The honor we bestow to men like him 
with statues such as this one, erases histories of the 
oppressed. If we continue to perpetuate a story of the past 
that is incomplete it will further privilege Eurocentric beliefs 
and systems of that oppress BIPOC. I support the removal of 
this stature and would encourage  the art commission to 
remove this statue along with others that allow the single 
stories of white colonizers to dominate how history is 
portrayed. 

Shelby Smith Yes Remove 
Christopher Columbus’ racist, colonizing actions should not 
be glorified with this statue and it should hence be removed. 

Sarah Coghlan Yes Remove   

Tyler Lantzy No 
No 
Action 

The statue should remain up. It is a piece of history and art. 
Just because people disagree with it does not mean it should 
be taken down. Christopher Columbus is an important 
person in our history. Statue helps people learn about him 
and give people a chance to engage in learning history. 
History in itself can be nasty (meaning that the past is not 
always nice), but just because it is not nice does not mean we 
censor it and destroy it. It’s more important for people to see 
the statue and learn about the history of Christopher 
Columbus so they can become more engaged and learn more 
about US history and World history. If it gets taken down 
then people will be unable to enjoy this piece of art and learn 
from it. 



Shannon Kelsh Yes Remove 

It is a racist statue. It does not celebrate any yinzers, it is an 
antiquated monument to colonialism and murder. Pittsburgh 
does not stand for Columbus’ actions and should not 
commemorate him. 

Regis Kearney No Replace 

Christopher Columbus is responsible for the brutal genocide 
of native Americans. We should erect statues of men who 
have committed such atrocities. I would prefer a statue of 
MLK or Malcom X be built in its place. 

Anita   No 
No 
Action stop touching our history! This is absolutely  ridiculous. 

Paul McGowan No Replace 

I think replacing it with a statue or monument honoring the 
Native Americans who first inhabited our great city  would be 
more fitting than a statue celebrating a man who never 
stepped foot anywhere near our city. If the Italian population 
are up in arms then maybe a statue of Franco Harris instead? 
Either that or I’m sure we could find an important Italian 
Pittsburgher to honor rather than a guy who really didn’t do 
the thing we credit him with doing. 

Jim Attanucci No 
No 
Action you cant rewrite history 

brandie shroyer No 
No 
Action 

it is a national symbol of our lives. And dont hurt a soul like 
whats the purpose of removing it. he's the one that 
discovered the americans. 

Zach   Yes Replace 
Would like to see a replacement that has a local connection 
to honor social justice efforts. 

Michael Bolam Yes Remove   

Erin   No Remove   

Clare Walters No Replace 

Christopher Columbus is a murderer who should not be 
glorified. His statue should be replaced, perhaps with Gene 
Kelly. 

Natalie Trapuzzano No Remove 

As an alumni of the University of Pittsburgh, this statue has 
always been a shameful mark on a city that claims to care 
about education and equity. 

Tiffany Murla No 
No 
Action   

Eric Leach Yes Replace Gertrude Stein instead 

Antonio Iusi No 
No 
Action 

We cannot allow our history and heratage to be removed 
from books and statue. 
This is the USA 
Not a new country 

Rosemarie Maholage No Remove   

Melanie Good Yes Remove 
Removing is not erasing history—it’s erasing misplaced 
honoring. 

Tailor Package No Replace   

Alison   Yes Remove 

Remove - morally objectionable and offensive monument to 
colonialism, genocide, and slavery. Located on occupied 
Osage land. 



Jennifer Egri Yes Alter 

I would like to see the statue altered to reflect the atrocities 
committed by Columbus, have a plaque explain what was 
done and why it was so terrible, and what lessons could be 
learned from this history. If this is not possible, I would 
replace Columbus with something related to Native 
Americans and the sacrifices they were forced to make, and 
then what lessons could be learned. 

Stephanie Kear Yes Replace 
Replace with a local hero whose fame doesn’t come from 
genocide or on the backs of racism. 

Geena Brink Yes Remove   

Shayna Ross Yes Replace 
The statue should be replaced with a prominent 
Pittsburgher, preferably a person of color. 

Emily Walter No Replace 

I don't live in PGH but people I love do. I stand against the 
myriad legacies of oppression initiated by Columbus's 
exploration (and the empire that funded him.) I want my 
loved ones to live in a city which refuses to enshrine 
ignorance and greed. Tear Columbus down and plant a tree 
in his place. 
 
Thank you. 

Burns Amanda No Remove   

Abbey Farkas No Remove   

Beth Newman Yes Replace 

First, we know that he was not the first European here and 
secondly, we should be ashamed of what European explorers 
did to the Native American population. 

Melanie Callahan No Remove 

I have lived in Pittsburgh since coming to Pitt in 2007, 
although I temporarily moved out to help my Mom during 
the COVID pandemic. Regardless of my location, Pittsburgh is 
my home, and I believe our city should take down the 
Columbus statue. We all grew up with the lie that Columbus 
discovered America, when in reality he was a racist who was 
responsible for violent colonization of Indigenous people. He 
does not deserve a statue. I have walked by this statue many 
times and am glad to have the opportunity to say TAKE IT 
DOWN. 

Brandy Gridley No Remove 
I grew up in Pittsburgh and lived there for 18 years so I still 
have some emotional attachment. Remove it. 

Thea Barrett Yes Remove   

Niciaa Jestine Yes Remove   

Linda Maus No Remove 
It's far past time we reconcile our ugly past and stop revering 
looting, raping murderers. 

Krystal Harwick Yes Replace 

Replace it with a statue honoring one of the many many 
black figures who shaped this country’s history like the 
Freedom House Ambulance Co or August Wilson 

Madelyn McAndrew Yes Replace 

I wish there weren't statues in this city celebrating people 
who were responsible for genocide. As someone with Italian 
heritage, it disheartens me that someone so evil is held up as 
a symbol of my heritage and culture. There are many Italians 
and Italian Americans who have done great things in 
science/art/etc. and are more than deserving of the kind of 
public celebration that statues entail. 



Anthony DiNardo No 
No 
Action 

I was the former Nat'l President of the Sons of Columbus, Inc. 
My father and mother were members of the Columbus 500 
along with other Italian Americans who were officers of other 
Italian American Organizations plus Italian American 
Contractors who devoted there time and money to restore 
the Columbus Statue in Schenley Park. That statue represents 
all the Italian Americans in the City of Pittsburgh and 
surrounding areas. The statue should remain standing in the 
park where it has been for a number of years. 

Paula Hildenbrand No 
No 
Action   

Mark clowney Yes Remove 
This is long overdue. Columbus was a disgusting human even 
by his own times standard. Get it OUT! 

Erin O'Rourke Yes Replace 

As someone who frequents Schenley Park, I am strongly in 
favor of removing and replacing the statue of Christopher 
Columbus. Columbus' legacy is one of genocide and terror for 
Indigenous people, and he never set foot in today's United 
States. The statue should be replaced by a statue of the 
public's choosing. 

Emma Hundertmark Yes Remove   

Justin   Yes Remove   

Emma Baum Yes Replace Replace with statues honoring BIPOC Pittsburgher! 

Brad Lee Yes Remove   

Hailey Houtsinger Yes Remove   

Richard Wendel Yes Replace   

Dominic Victoria Yes Remove 

Members of the Art Commission, 
 
I write to you today as a lifelong Greenfield resident, PPS 
graduate, Pitt student, and Italian American strongly in favor 
of removing the statue of Columbus that has towered over 
this community for years. I am a Pittsburgher before all else 
because the people of this city have done more for me than I 
could possibly state. I would like to use my limited time to 
speak from the perspective of an Italian American, as our 
supposed representatives in the local media have chosen to 
take the side of tyranny and injustice. Reading the words of 
Mr. Guy Costa and Mr. Basil Russo disturbed me deeply. As a 
member of this community, I denounce their stances as ugly, 
hurtful, and ignorant. We should absolutely have pride in our 
true heroes, our ancestors who worked to improve their lives 
WITHOUT destroying the lives of millions. I ask fellow Italian 
Americans to step back and listen to the peoples whose 
histories are now defined by pain and suffering because of 
Columbus. Do not be blinded by your allegiance. We have 
plenty of other heroes to look to for inspiration. I am proud 
of my ancestors who worked in steel mills, cleaned houses, 
and drove trucks just so I could speak out today as a 
privileged and educated American. I will never find pride in 
this bigoted tyrant, nor should anyone. Now, after hundreds 
of years of denial and lies, it is time we face our past, and 
take a firm stand against our worst. 



 
Thank you for your time. 

Teresa Pizzella Yes Remove   

Dan Wetmore Yes Replace 

Monuments can be nice, sure let's replace rather than 
remove. About Christopher Columbus: I am not interested in 
the reality or historical significance of this individual. Clearly 
folks have taken issue with their role and actions in the past. 
While I find this pursuit somewhat pointless, (there will 
always be different takes on Columbus (the current liberal 
viewpoint very negative), and it's not clear cut as with 
confederate generals) I simply ask: why is this figure 
important to Pittsburgh and/or Schenley Park? I think they're 
rather unimportant, and one would be hard pressed to 
substantiate claims to the contrary, other than the 
elementary notion that "it's why we're here". Take it down 
for that reason alone! Let's honor someone from Pittsburgh 
who represents our people better. I cannot say who, but save 
a robber baron, most options are better than Christopher 
Columbus. 

John   No 
No 
Action   

Meghan   Yes Replace We shouldn’t be glorifying him. 

Andi Calcagno Yes Remove 

Columbus didn’t even discover America. The fact that 
memorialize a truly horrible person under the guise of a fact 
that we teach kids cause it’s an easy quick answer is 
mystifying. TAKE IT DOWN. 

Ella Mizera Yes Remove Replace him with a Pittsburgher who actually helped people. 



Ronnie   Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a colonising racist, a slaver, and a 
violent tyrant and should not be celebrated in our society. 
This statue has no place in Pittsburgh, nor anywhere in the 
United States that has any decency. Tear it down. I would 
vote to replace it if I trusted that it would be replaced with 
something to honor Indigenous Native Americans, but until 
that time it must be removed. 

Matthew Rubin Yes Remove Columbus is a genocidal slaver rapist 

Camille Interligi Yes Remove 
Columbus is a colonizer and we do not need to celebrate 
him. 

Jeff   No 
No 
Action   

Lauren Kopta Yes Remove Keeping the statue up is abhorrent and offensive. 

Terence Braun Yes 
No 
Action 

It’s apart of history! Good, bad or in between 
Removing it doesn’t change history 
People should stop being so stuck in the past and be grateful 
for how far we’ve come together 

Lauren Johnson No 
No 
Action   

Bradley Allen Yes Alter 

The sign discussing Frank Vittor needs to be a fixed to the 
base of the statue if the artist is the reason for the statues 
preservation. 
      There also needs to be a plaque with more focus and 
discussion on the history of Columbus, perhaps a narrative 
discussing the historical positive and negative aspects of the 
individual’s life. 
    Am I to understand this as a monument to the man or the 
artist? Is this a celebration of Italian heritage? Is this a 
celebration of Discovery? 
       A good example of this precedent can be found at the 
Louis and Clark statue in Charlottesville, Virginia.  Correct the 
message, why is this individual worthy of the public space? 
Because he is Italian? Because the sculptor who created it is 
important? Does the statue provide us with a revised 
history? Is the statue propaganda or What am I supposed to 
understand from this artifact? There clearly needs to be 
more information at minimum discussing in greater detail, 
“The Who” and “The Why”. 

Johnna Lefebvre No Remove 

He was not a good person and it sends the wrong message, I 
don’t live in the city but I go to the city a lot and that’s not a 
message that should be shown in Pittsburgh. 

Grace Randall Yes Remove   

Jamie Fergus No Replace 

The list of candidates that would better suite the spot of 
Columbus is a long one. What about a tribute to the steel 
workers of the city? A tribute to all the  brilliant scientists 
that have come through our city? Columbus an asshole and is 
responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent 
indigenous people. Why would we want to honor that? 

Dom Villella No 
No 
Action Leave the statue alone and quit trying to rewrite history. 

Patricia Wacaster Yes Replace   



Finley Geist Yes Remove 
Remove the racist statue and replace it with a statue of 
someone actually worth glorifying 

Brad kerr No 
No 
Action   

Jimmy   Yes Remove 

Columbus killed and brutalized a lot of native Americans, it 
makes me deeply uncomfortable and seems racist to have a 
statue honoring him 

Talea   Yes Remove   

Kathleen Connor No Replace 

I am not opposed to having the current statue auctioned off 
to be displayed within actual historical context. Many 
stonemasons of Italian descent helped build Pittsburgh. I 
would love to see the replacement honor them. 

Audrey   Yes Replace   

Donna Delestienne No 
No 
Action Don’t screw with history 

Ellie Levine Yes Replace 
remove or replace it with one done by an indigenous or black 
artist and pay them very well! 

Mitchell DeRubis Yes Replace   

Jules Stresing Yes Remove   

Maeve Blessing Yes Remove 

We don’t need a statue of someone who has no relationship 
to our city. In addition, history shows he was not a good 
person. I hope we can replace the statue with someone who 
has real ties and a positive impact on PGH. At the very least 
this statue should be removed as quickly as possible 

Patrick Schwab Yes Replace   

Suzan Creely Yes 
No 
Action   

Jared   No 
No 
Action 

Trying to take away American history whether positive or 
negative is wrong. It's still American history and the figures 
that shaped our history should be recognized in Schools, 
statues, etc. Cancel culture shall not destroy America. Just 
because kids don't learn real history anymore like I did in 
school does not mean that the people or in some  cases 
heroes should not be recognized. Stand against cancel 
culture and stand for American history to be preserved 
forever. You can't erase history no matter how many 
anarchists or our politically correct culture tries. 

Jeneen   No Replace 
Replace the stature with something honoring the indigenous 
people that Columbus enslaved. 

Cristian   Yes Remove   

Stephanie Garrison Yes Replace 

This statue memorializes a murder and colonizer whose 
morals and ethics should not be upheld. He should not hold a 
place of importance in my city. When trying to learn more 
about the native people who called this land home before 
colonization, it was difficult, and that shouldn't be the case. 
As someone who completed graduate level studies in 
Pittsburgh, I was never required to know their names or their 
histories. I suggest a memorial to the native people of 
Pittsburgh and the Public Art Commission should hire and 
pay well representatives from native tribes present on this 
land to help plan and create an appropriate memorial. 



Nick Nicholas Yes 
No 
Action Ridiculous proposal. A waste of everyone’s time. 

Taya Jackson Yes Remove 

WE WILL NOT CELEBRATE THE MURDER OF INDIGENOUS 
PEOPLES. WE WILL NOT LOOK UP TO A MAN WHO STOLE 
OUR LAND. WE REFUSE TO BE BLATANTLY DISRESPECTED BY 
WHITE SUPREMACY. CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS WAS A 
WHITE SUPREMACIST. 

Elliot Edmiston Yes Replace Replace this statue with one of Teenie Harris. 

Rachel Nunes Yes Remove   

John   Yes 
No 
Action 

enough with this cancel culture crap from these brats that 
hate America.  
If you forget the past you are doomed to repeat it. And these 
retards want to dive head first back into the failed ideology 
of Communism that had killed millions and helped no one. 

Devan Mercurio Yes Remove 

As a third generation Italian-American, I want this statue 
taken down of Christopher Columbus. He is not a symbol of 
Italian pride but instead a symbol of genocide and oppression 
of the Indigenous people of the Americas. 

Mallory Hudson Yes Remove   

Jonas Wissere Yes Replace 

Surely we can find a Pittsburgh resident or worthy 
contributor to our historical and modern society who is 
known for things other than utter incompetence (e.g., 
misguessing the circumference of the world by almost half) 
or cutting the hands off those he enslaved. Christopher 
Columbus has very little to do with our city. Let's find 
someone to celebrate who contributed to our current way of 
life in a positive way, yes? 

Tracy Becker No Remove   

Rob Toom Yes Remove   

Erika Dowd No Replace 
I would like to see the Three Rivers Indian Council involved in 
the process of deciding what to do with the statue. 

Rachel Bouchard No Remove   

Megan Bell No Remove   

Smitha Prasadh Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus has been revealed to be a racist 
monster of the most depraved sort. To honor him is flat-out 
disrespectful to all Native people - of whom there are many 
in Pittsburgh and western PA - and completely dismisses the 
direct role he had in facilitating the centuries of genocide 
that they have endured across the Americas. There are many 
more Italian Americans that can be honored happily and 
without any guit, especially ones with connections to 
Pittsburgh. It's time to let go of the emotional connection 
people have to Columbus, and update their knowledge and 
awareness of, as well as ways to show respect for, the 
diverse landscape that makes up Pittsburgh and SW PA. 

Whitney Philipps Yes Replace 

We have a responsibility to not only do right by our 
ancestors, but to be a better ancestor than we have had. We 
are living in a historic moment and being given a chance to 
re-examine our history and envision a more equitable future. 
Take the chance. Not doing so would be shameful. 



Gregory Billy Yes 
No 
Action   

Theodore Williams Yes Remove   

John Gaetano No 
No 
Action 

Words cannot express how stupid and thoughtless an idea 
this is.   For God sake he discovered America 

Jeffrey McCafferty Yes 
No 
Action 

We can’t change history- acknowledge it, educate about it, 
appreciate the art that it is 

Joshua park Yes Remove Do not honor this racist murdering tyrant any longer. 

Tyler Stelmack Yes 
No 
Action   

Jimmy Johnson No 
No 
Action 

This is a disgrace that the inmates run the asylum to even 
have survey. If you learned anything in history, Columbus 
never stepped foot in America. What was done to the 
American Indians was not by his authority. If the mayor 
stopped hiding behind his skeletons and his voters agenda he 
would of stopped this deliberation when ever it was 
mentioned. 

Daniel Krill No Replace   

Stephen Musciano No 
No 
Action 

Our Hostory is our Hostory and you cannot change the good 
or the bad but if you understand the time period and 
embrace the changes that have been made for our 
communities because of our history. Then we must strive to 
write our New history  moving forward and honor those that 
make changes for the betterment of our communities! 

Candice Lee No Remove   

Dennis DaPra No 
No 
Action   

Josh Mator No Remove 

I live north of the city in the same county, it’s embarrassing 
my closest major city celebrates one of history’s greatest 
monsters. 

Karley Parker Yes Replace   

vanessa adams Yes Remove   

Osama Klueva Yes 
No 
Action   

Mariah Gigler Yes Remove   

Beth Beres Yes Remove   

Rianne Lindsey No Replace 

Someone historically significant to the city that made a 
positive impact on it should replace Columbus. This city is in 
desperate need of more art amplifying POC and minorities, 
so that person should also fit that description. It would be a 
shame to just completely remove a statue and not use the 
space for something new to be celebrated. Hell, it doesn't 
even have to be a statue, but some piece of art or anything 
that can fill an educational role should replace it. 

Dave Levy No 
No 
Action   



Fitzhugh Shaw No Remove 

I’m a mixed-blood native and white person. From the time I 
was a small child, my family taught me about the atrocities 
that Columbus committed on natives in the Caribbean. I 
learned that the “discovery” of the Americas was not 
something to be celebrated, but mourned. For myself and 
those like me, it’s incomprehensible that Columbus would be 
lauded with statues and holidays. His memory is incredibly 
painful to so many people. Moreover, it’s strange and 
arbitrary that Pittsburgh displays a statue having nothing to 
do with the city’s history. We don’t have statues of 
Conquistadors, British merchants, or French traders. 
 
At the same time, I do understand that Italian-American 
residents of the city would want to honor their heritage, 
particularly because they too have been victims of systemic 
racism. To honor the Italian-Americans who built this city, 
Pittsburgh should replace the Columbus with an Italian-
American Pittsburgher. This could be a person who makes us 
*all* proud to be from Pittsburgh and has brought the city 
global renown. 

Sierra Brandegee Yes Remove   

Kristen Spirl Yes Remove   

John Munizza No 
No 
Action   

Robert Rondinelli No 
No 
Action   

Jerry Veshio No 
No 
Action   

Megan Fair Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus committed atrocities that should bring 
shame, not pride, and his local connection feels abstract and 
unrelated. Why keep up a statue of someone whose actions 
led to genocide when we could use that space to honor any 
of the amazing Pittsburghers who have contributed to our 
city and the world? Rachel Carson, the first ever EMTs who 
began in the Hill District, a statue for workers and labor 
unions who have shaped workers’ rights right here in PGH! 
Keep Columbus in a museum where his actions can be 
remembered accurately—but don’t take up beautiful public 
space with a statue of someone whose existence caused 
unimaginable harm, especially when we could use that space 
for so many other important, neglected 
Pittsburghers/Pennsylvanians/folks with actual ties to our 
region. 

John Santoriello No 
No 
Action   

Pat Pecora No 
No 
Action   

Donald Conde No 
No 
Action 

Part of our nations and city's heritage and history. NO 
monuments or statues should be removed.  
Thank you. 

Paul Bazzano Yes 
No 
Action 

It is a piece of our history! Without history we have no 
country!  LEAVE IT ALONE 



Tony Randazzo No 
No 
Action   

Emily Balsamo Yes Remove 
I am Italian-American and I recognize Columbus as a 
perpetrator of genocide! 

Rona Chang Yes Remove   

Brooke Gwin Yes Remove 
Absolutely remove. Columbus didn’t discover anything. This 
is  Osage and Shawnee land. 

Rachel Rosnick Yes Remove   

Jessica Uphold No Remove   

Genna   Yes Remove   

Nino Sunseri No 
No 
Action   

Catherine Balsamo Yes Remove 

I am so disappointed in the current stance of many fellow 
self-identifying Italians who have spoken up in support of 
keeping up a monument honoring someone who committed 
genocide.   Read the first 20 pages of the People's History of 
the US if you are still supportive of celebrating that guy.   
 
ISDA: if damaging a hunk of earth that looks like genocidaire 
Columbus is a "hate crime" per your standards, imagine how 
horrendous and unacceptable and worthy of condemnation 
someone who actually kills people for their ethnicity is.  
That's Columbus.   
 
Our people tend to have plenty of affection for our own 
culture and people - neither our spirit nor self esteem will be 
broken by this statue coming down.  And there are so many 
other awesome Italians we could celebrate if desired who 
didn't do such horrible things to other people. 
 
I encourage anyone still supportive of this statue to please do 
their due diligence of educating themselves and listening to 
why people are upset by celebrations of Columbus before 
taking action in support. 

Ashley Campbell Yes Remove 
It represents a time where an entire culture was stolen and 
many of the original settlers raped and murdered! 

Erika Hedin Yes Remove 
The statue of Christopher Columbus statue has no place in 
Pittsburgh. 

Crystelle   No Replace   

Tierra Ross Yes Remove Let’s end hurtful history! 

Matthew Miller No 
No 
Action   

Athena Xenakis Yes Remove   



Lauren Aul No Replace 

As a life long, generational resident of the city of Pittsburgh, I 
feel there is no reason to have a statue commemorating 
Christopher Columbus. As I paraphrase from Google, a quote 
I whole heartedly agree with, he was a "cruel invader, a 
reckless adventurer and a fraud" and I belive an empty space 
would be better than honoring this dishonorable man. 
 
I offer a suggestion for replacement, a local Black woman 
who historically and socially changed the lives of many 
people around her and nationwide.   
"Mary Cardwell Dawson, musician, teacher, and founding 
director of the National Negro Opera Company, devoted her 
life to bringing opera to African-American audiences. At her 
Homewood music school, the Cardwell Dawson School of 
Music, hundreds of African-American youth trained to sing 
opera in the early 1900s."  
 
Thank you for your consideration, 
Lauren Aul 
 
2803 Bethel Church Road 
laur_aul@yahoo.com  
(412) 498- 1273 

Julie O’Hara Yes Remove   

Jake B Yes Remove 

Get it the heck out of dodge! This statue only embodies 
Racism and the erasure of Indigenous People on their own 
soil. It has no place in modern society. 

Tessa Eline Yes Remove   

Daria Fiochetta Yes Remove   

Emily Rebelo Yes Remove 
The city of Pittsburgh should not honor colonizers and the 
historical context of racism and genocide in this country. 

Justin Komp Yes Remove   

Megan Marshall No Replace   

Alyssa Cummin Yes Replace 
Please replace with a statue that is representative of the 
indigenous people who originally lived in this area. 

Cecelia Hembrough Yes Remove   

Valerie Trate Yes 
No 
Action We need to keep our history. 

Abigael Siecibski Yes Replace   

caroline vidic No Remove   

Kayla   Yes Replace   

Cameron Caputi Yes Replace 

As an Italian American, I understand the value of 
representing Italian historical figures in our city. However, I 
believe Christopher Columbus represented the worst of 
Italian culture, his sadistic tactics do not represent my 
cultural pride or Catholic identity. I would love to see 
Pittsburgh put up a statue of an influential Italian American 
with ties to the city instead. 

Tina Rogers Yes Replace 
I think this statue should be removed and replaced with a 
better symbol. 

Paige Anderson Yes Remove Open to replacing it too, or altering it by decapitating him. 



Chloe Brown Yes Replace 

This statue should be replaced with a statue of a famous 
BIPoC (Black, Indigenous, and/or Person of Colour) activist 
from Pittsburgh. A committee of BIPoC activists should be 
assigned to choose what new person to depict and celebrate. 

Morgan Smith Yes Remove   

Jonathan 
Dana Sperry Yes Replace 

Given Pittsburgh rich history, I do not understand why 
another person that better represents the values, hopes and 
aspirations of this proud city can not be found to be in this 
place of honor. We do not need a statue of Columbus to 
remember him; however, there are many people within our 
shared history that deserve the spotlight to bring them out of 
the shades and into our collective memory. 

Erin nigiser Yes Remove   

Abigail Carpenter Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus shouldn’t be someone that we glorify 
in an American city - he caused trauma for large groups of 
people and that is not something to romanticize. 

Kim Herceg Yes 
No 
Action 

enough is enough with erasing our history. this is a part of 
history just like the other statues. leave it alone 

Jamie Martina Yes Replace Replace with Catherine Delaney 

Brett Wagner No Remove 

I grew up in Pittsburgh and while I recently moved away, the 
‘burgh remains close to my heart. Pittsburgh likes to pride 
itself on being a friendly place for anyone to raise a family 
(‘most livable city’ accolades left and right), but the 
continued presence of statues like this do a lot to counter 
that claim. 
 
Removing Columbus is not an erasure or history, but on the 
contrary it is finally coming to terms with and acknowledging 
historical figures in all their flaws. Those defending the statue 
ignore the hate, pain, raping and pillaging that Columbus 
brought to the the Americas in his lifetime. Much like the 
confederate flag, close guarding of Columbus has become a 
white supremacy dog whistle as a way to make Indigenous 
people feel unwelcome. 
 
Pittsburgh has a lot of work to do in terms of truly being a 
livable city for people of all races and walks of life, but the 
removal of this statue is an important part of the process. 

Michael Knight Yes Replace 

The complexity of who Christopher Columbus was in reality 
versus who we have symbolized him as does not match. This 
mismatch isn't addressed in this statue and if it were we 
likely would not want that in our great park. I would love to 
see Roberto Clemente, Mr Rogers, or Jeff Goldblum. 
(Honestly much more Jeff Goldblum than you would 
imagine.) 



Carmella Mullen No 
No 
Action 

First I was born, lived in Pgh for many years! 
We need to STOP this removal of statues & trying to erase 
history, more importantly my connection  to Columbus with 
my Italian Heritage! If people or orgs want to add Statues 
that’s fine but don’t remove or destroy others!! Let’s look @ 
the good that he did not always the negative. Don’t forget 
we are not PERFECT we are HUMAN! 
Respect & preserve (Italians), history, contributions, 
struggles, discriminations, art, families! 
The sad part of this is the false narrative that people seem to 
have about Columbus!He didn’t do all that they say, more 
over he was a great Explorer, Christian&contributed much to 
our history! So please put aside our differences & look @ 
what can bring us together.PLEASE do not remove our 
Statue! Don’t be swayed by this mob mentality that are out 
on the streets today, who are doing violent & criminal acts 
today! Be strong,stand up & RESPECT the blood, sweat & 
tears of the Italians who worked hard,raised the money to 
build this great piece of art!!  
In addition, Columbus is recognized world  
wide, as there are many Statues for his achievements, 
National Holiday, cities, streets,etc. 
To ALL, please do your homework, research & learn about 
not only Columbus but other historical people!  Before you 
know it as you see out there today, they want to remove 
Washington, Lincoln, Franklin, Roosevelt, Jesus, Saints & 
where does it stop!! 
Let’s start here be an example that we accept our differences 
& respect each other!! 

Alexandra Dobell Yes Replace 
I think a replacement is a great compromise! But it should 
definitely be removed... 

Alyssa Zimmerman Yes Remove   

Heather White Yes Replace   

Andrew Clarke Yes Alter   

A   Yes Remove   

Preena Patel Yes Remove   

Carol Tiani No 
No 
Action   

Jason Andrews Yes Replace 
It’s pretty obvious you should replace it. Even if peduto isn’t 
doing the best job. This one is a no brainer 

Charles Kapfhammer Yes Replace 

I believe, first and foremost that we need to remove this 
statue. It perpetuates a white washed history of america and 
the ideals of colonialism and christianity. It should be 
replaced by a statue that will tell the story of someone who 
believed in equality and community. 
 
In my opinion, it should be replaced by a statue of Fred 
Hampton a hero of the people and for the people. A man 
who believed in solidarity among marginalized groups, 
fought against tyranny, and brought together people in a 
time of distress. 

Cortney seltman Yes Remove   



Ostap Lutsiv Yes Remove   

Molly Borger No 
No 
Action   

Mary Toner Yes Remove   

Michael Yeager Yes Remove This is a shame to still have the statue in place. 

Nancy martin-silber No Replace 
Honoring a violent, oppressive, cruel man is wrong. Let's 
replace with a better representative of Italian culture. 

Jordan Mangione Yes 
No 
Action It’s not that important 

Isabelle Ouyang Yes Remove 

We should not have a statue of a man who’s strongest legacy 
is catalyzing the genocide of Native peoples and stealing their 
land. There are many histories in Pittsburgh, and Native land 
history is far more important than a man who has little to 
nothing to do with Pittsburgh today, having never actually 
set foot here. We could start by giving land back to Native 
Americans, and celebrating our strong history of immigration 
by being welcoming to undocumented immigrants. 

Shawn Robinson Yes Remove   

C Biondi Yes Remove   

Zoey Myers Yes Remove   

Chelsea Comiskey Yes Remove Genocidal leaders should not be glorified in public spaces. 

Tanzim Ahmed Yes Remove 
Remove or replace with something that contributes to the 
community 

Diana Abougalieva Yes Remove   

Noel Rangel Yes Replace 

It's offensive to have a statue to honor and man who brought 
death, disease, and destruction to the native peoples. 
Replace it with a tribute to those who were here before the 
colonist. 

Nina Moss Yes Remove   

Michael Brueggman No Remove 
The statue represents the worst of the Europeans colonizing 
the Americas 

Susan Thomas No 
No 
Action   

Kathryn Gregor Yes Replace 

I am writing to request any statue of Christopher Columbus 
on the City of Pittsburgh property, like the one in Schenley 
Park, be immediately removed. It is time that we as a nation 
stop glorifying the mass genocide, both literally and 
continued culturally, of the indigenous people. The white 
supremacists of today are direct descendants of his actions. 
Ideally, this would be replaced with a statue celebrating local 
community contributions to the indigenous peoples and 
Black residents working to make this city truly livable for all. 

Ariel Barlow Yes Remove   

Matt   Yes 
No 
Action Leave it! 

Amanda Peters Yes Remove   



Victoria Albacete No Remove 

Christopher Columbus is most well-known for his “discovery” 
of America—a landmass already home to thousands of 
indigenous peoples. What he was most /responsible/ for was 
the genocide of the Taino people in the Caribbean and it’s 
ongoing consequences. His own crewmembers disavowed his 
violence! Columbus’s actions should not be glorified with a 
statue; it /must/ come down. 

Annette Yauger Yes Replace 

Replace this statue of this horrendous man with literally any 
historical figure that has a history in Pittsburgh. Or since it is 
located near Phipps, maybe something to do with that. 
Anything will do, as long as it isn’t a person who has 
committed such heinous acts as he . 

Ava D C Yes Remove   

Samantha Mohler No Replace 

I lived in Pittsburgh for 10 years, on Meyran Ave in S Oakland 
for much of it. I visited Schenley Park multiple times a week 
and had a pass to Phipps Conservatory. The park, especially 
Phipps, were my sanctuary. It was my tranquil place to 
escape my school and work problems. I do not think a statue 
commemorating a colonizer belongs in such a place (or 
anywhere for that matter). Why not honor someone a little 
more relevant to the city's history, a naturalist, or an activist? 
I think that would be much more uplifting for the general 
public. Thank you. 

Areej Ali Yes Remove 
I would also be okay with you replacing it with many of the 
influential people of color from pgh 

Alex Neal Yes Replace 

Replace the statue with an influential Native American 
person rather than removing the statue space entirely. Give 
back to a people who we have ripped so much away from.. 

Dominique Carino Yes Replace 

Columbus was a genocidal monster and doesn’t deserve to 
be on a pedestal. At the very least this statue should be 
removed immediately. I would love to eventually see it 
replaced with someone more deserving, perhaps an homage 
to the indigenous peoples of this land. 

Max Jaffe No Remove 

Some who oppose the removal of statues refer to it as an 
attempt to "erase history," but we don't learn history by 
staring at statues. Erecting a monument to someone goes 
beyond merely acknowledging the historical impact of that 
person. What and who we chose to memorialize speaks to 
our values as a culture. What does it say about us if we 
continue to have grand statues of a man responsible for the 
massacre and enslavement (including sexual slavery of 
children) of countless people? These crimes are not 
footnotes to the story of Columbus. They ARE the story of 
Columbus. 

Katherine Tuminello No Remove 
Please remove this symbol of hate, genocide and rape. Thank 
you. 

Julia   No Remove   

Kaylee Williams Yes Remove   



Andrea Koleck No Remove 

I grew up outside of Pittsburgh. I attended Lenape 
Elementary school and celebrated Native American History 
enthusiastically every year. As children, we took pride in our 
proximity to Pittsburgh and thought we were keeping the 
history of Native peoples alive. We were were not taught 
that we were sitting on stolen land, that the history we were 
celebrating was inaccurate. We were not taught that you 
cannot respect Native history without an awareness of the 
current realities of reservation life and that when we 
celebrated Columbus Day with skits and days off school, we 
were celebrating a man whose own words condemn him as a 
genocidist, a rapist, a man whose entire worldview was to 
exploit. Statues do not teach history, they celebrate leaders. 
The statue of Columbus puts on display the worst of our 
values. We have an opportunity to correct a mistake of our 
personal history—it’s time to finally take it. 

Jacob Reinhart Yes Remove   

Emily Nebel Yes 
No 
Action   

Emily Elisco Yes Remove 
There is no reason this statue should still be standing. Come 
on guys 

Ed pinto No Replace   

Samantha   Yes Remove   

Kai Huizenga Yes Remove 

This is a testament to a colonial, racist, and violent history. 
Please move towards justice for our BIPOC community and 
remove ASAP! 

Paul Moossy Yes Remove Put up Mr Rogers instead 

Andrea   No 
No 
Action   

Ranjan Mahanth Yes Remove   

Anna Bieberdorf Yes Remove   

Mia Alcorn Yes Remove 

The Christopher Columbus statue should be removed for two 
reasons: firstly because he was an atrocious murderer and 
should not be memorialized and secondly because it will be 
cheaper and safer for the City of Pittsburgh to remove it than 
for it to remain and continue to be vandalized 

Santo Cerminaro Yes 
No 
Action 

It would be a disgrace to remove that statue. In the slap in 
the face to all the Italians and friends of Italians that help 
fund the statue. To honor all the work blood sweat and tears. 
Such a positive dedication to be removed by such a negative 
ridiculous request to remove it. The ItaliansHave done so 
much to bring Pittsburgh to the greatest city in the United 
States to be proud of all of the residence accomplishments. 

Darya K Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus was a imperialist, genocidal rapist who 
wiped out the entire population of Hispaniola. He is not 
someone to be admired fondly; I suggest the alternative of 
replacing the statue with one of Nate Smith, a Black 
Pittsburgh labor organizer, activist, and advocate. He is 
credited with racially integrating the construction sector of 
this city through organizing protest, disruptions, and 
negotiations with Pittsburgh city government in the 1970s. 



He would be a person to admire and honor, who uplifted the 
people around him. 

Megan Zonker Yes Remove   

Rose Parente No 
No 
Action 

Leave it alone. This removal of statues is a disgrace. You are 
removing history and guess what you just can’t erase it. 
These statues never were an issue and now some people 
have an issue and decided to start riots, protests, shootings 
and destruction and you say ok let’s take them down. What 
kind of person/political person are you if you let a few people 
scare you into doings things they want. You are a bigger 
disgrace than anything else. 

Jane   Yes Remove   

Anna Mihalko Yes 
No 
Action   

Caroline Seery Yes Remove   

Anthony scampone No 
No 
Action 

My entire family is from Italy 
What right do I have erase my culture and history  
Because of today’s weak people u want erase history 
 
Let’s all then erase all people history and their culture 
 
When will this stop 
 
America is named after a Italian  
Then change the name to a blank piece of paper 
 
Quit being weak and afraid  
Show some courage 

Silas Hasselbrook Yes 
No 
Action 

The slavery that Columbus was a part of is certainly not to be 
condoned. However, this statue commemorates a man who 
aided in discovering the continent in which we live, and that 
is something worthy of commemoration. Everyone who has 
done great things have also done bad things. If it becomes 
our criteria of allowing statues of persons who have not done 
anything bad, then there should be no statues. Yet, we can 
celebrate the good things people have done, and celebrate 
that part of our history. We can, also, hope that God brought 
people who made mistakes to recognize their faults and seek 
the forgiveness that is in Christ Jesus. We continue to pray 
for this today with our current leaders, while also affirming 
the good things they do. 



Kathryn 
Santamaria Geiselhart No 

No 
Action 

The history of the Columbus statute has been ignored and 
replaced.  It represents a time in this country when Italian-
Americans were discriminated against yet they rose above 
and lived the American dream.  Their love and respect for 
this country they called home is not to be denied.   It is a 
lesson we all could learn. 

 



Name   
Pgh 
Resident? Action Comment 

Sarah Chormanski Yes Remove   

meredith harrison Yes Remove the statue glories a racist past that should not be celebrated 

ally coleman No Remove   

Blanca chavez No Remove 

It is a daily act of supporting white supremacy and the genocide 
of indigenous communities across the Americas to have this 
statue standing. 

Taylor Jefferson Yes Remove   

Leeana Myers No Remove 

It is incredibly offensive and insensitive to continue to exalt a 
person responsible for the genocide and cultural desecration of 
so many sacred groups of Native Americans.  Like most places 
in this country, Pittsburgh still has a ton of work to do in order 
to secure equity for marginalized groups that have been 
neglected for too long.  Removing the Columbus statue is an 
essential move toward acknowledging the damage done to the 
indigenous peoples of the United States.  This statue has no 
place in the year 2020, nor does it belong in a city that claims to 
be one of the “most liveable”.  Please honor the wishes of the 
people on whose stolen land we live today, and REMOVE the 
Columbus statue from Schenley Park. 

Jordan Gonzalez Yes Remove   

Kate Myers No Replace   

Mathilda Savocchia No Replace   

Kelli Slogan Yes Remove 

The Columbus statue is long overdue to be removed. If a 
replacement could be installed with local public artists in mind 
that would be great, but at the very least it should be removed. 

Katie Nagy Yes Replace   

Emily Graves Yes Remove 

Having a statue like this is a symbol of racism and represents 
the genocide of a vulnerable population. This isn’t something 
that should be celebrated at any level of significance. I am 
urging you to please remove this statue. 

Joanna Weiss Yes Remove 

It’s essential that we as Pittsburghers take this step to remove 
the Columbus statue, in a act of reparations for the Native 
people who lived in and tended to Pennsylvania before it was 
known as such, and who have since been displaced, killed, and 
lost much of their history through colonialism. 

Olivia Weiss Yes Remove   

Samantha Melvin Yes Remove   

Nathan Barnes Yes Remove   

Tim Jones Yes Remove   

Elaine Rybski Yes Replace 

Please replace with someone who hasn't committed atrocities 
against other humans.  Perhaps someone who has tried to 
actually help humanity. 



Patrick Woods Yes Remove 
Columbus did nothing for Pittsburgh lets put up a Pittsburgher 
who actually did good. 

Erica Guthrie Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is not an American hero. His legacy is 
one of colonialism, violence, and terror against indigenous 
people. The city of Pittsburgh should not have a statue that 
serves as a display of admiration for this man. If we want 
something that acknowledges Christopher Columbus, we 
should acknowledge the injustices that he and his legacy have 
caused. 

Samantha Stowe Yes Replace 

I believe the Christopher Columbus statue is a sad reminder of 
the of what the Indigenous people of America experienced and 
continue to experience.  It should be replaced with a 
respectable member of history, preferably honoring an 
Indigenous hero. 

Stephanie Fello No Remove   

john goetz No No Action 

This is an important part of our Italian American heritage, and a 
source of historical pride in the community.  The statute is 
neutral. 

Daniel Critics Yes Remove   

Michelle Smith Yes No Action   

Sudhee   Yes Remove   

Amanda Colangelo Yes Remove   

Lizzie Crumley Yes Remove 

The first step should be removing the statue. Afterwards, the 
area could be reworked to either include another figure or a 
remembrance garden. Keeping the statue just drives a further 
wedge in our community. It's also vandalized every year which 
takes time and money to clean up that could better be spent 
elsewhere. 

Marcele Reola No Replace 

I am a Sicilian American.  Christopher was one of the first 
Italians recognized in schools. I never felt proud of his 
discoveries.  This was even before I knew of his violence, rape 
and thievery of indigenous people. There are other statues that 
we could place there. How about an indigenous person or a 
statue of a nature goddess. We no longer need to celebrate and 
literally put on a pedestal another sadistic person. Tx 

Laura. Swanson No Remove   

Tany Haynes Yes Remove   

Andrea Cruz Yes Replace   

Sydney Stephenson Yes Replace 

It is not right to memorialize a man who stood for terrible 
things like raping and pillaging. He is a hated figure in the 
Native American and Latinix community. A figure from African 
American history should be honored instead. 

Nicole   Yes Remove   



Peter Sidoti No No Action 

I am not sure why we must destroy the reputation of historic 
figures, especially those who have contributed so much.  Why 
not, build statutes of others who we honor today? 

Danielle Slacker No Replace 

I would prefer to see this space used to uplift the values our 
country holds dear, while preserving historical facts. I feel that 
holding Columbus in high regard is a form of white washing our 
history. We know better and, therefore, should do better. 

Hannah Heisler Yes Remove We need to stop glorifying colonizers and genocide. 

John   Yes Replace   

Kristin Koptiuch No Remove 

It’s about time to acknowledge that our nation’s founding in 
colonial conquest and genocide of its indigenous inhabitants Is 
not a matter of unremitting pride. Removal of the statue of 
Columbus would be an acknowledgement of this fraught 
history, not its erasure.  Relocate it to a museum with 
contextual info that invites viewers’ reflection on the long and 
complex legacies of this history. 

Jennifer Detchon Yes Replace 
replace with a piece of art from an indigenous artist. Or an 
exhibit on indigenous plant life. 

R W BRASHEAR No No Action 

ALL should be ashamed to think of removing such a statue!!!!!   
I am president of a historical society.  Pittsburgh is becoming a 
terrible place!!!!    YOU will see history repeat itself.   Those 
removing statues will be the cause. SHAME SHAME on 
Pittsburgh!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Molly goodheart Yes Remove   

Mark Demore II Yes Replace   

Emily   No Replace   

Elizabeth Green Yes Remove 

It is past time to put to rest the dangerous, colonialist narrative 
that Columbus “discovered” anything. I am an Italian-American 
and I believe there is no honor in upholding the idea that 
Columbus is some kind of hero to be lauded and celebrated 
every year. This untrue mythology around Columbus is a bone 
thrown to our people by patriarchal white supremacy after 
generations of exploitation, violent oppression, and the forced 
assimilation of our Italian immigrant ancestors. Let the dead die 
and make room for true heroism. There are any number of 
Pittsburgh heroes yinz could pick to replace that statue — 
Rachel Carson, Mr. Rogers...Hell, put Troy Palomalu up there 
instead of this guy. 

Victoria Kline Yes Replace With an indigenous statue 

Sarah 
Kramer Frioni No Remove   

Shannon Mitchell Yes Remove   



Patricia Donohue Yes Remove 

Both my father and grandfather were life-long members of a 
Catholic fraternal organization called the Knights of Columbus 
which was founded by Irish American Catholics in large part to 
combat anti-immigrant and anti-Catholic bigotry in the early 
20th century.  They chose Columbus as their figurehead 
because they believed he represented a Catholic person 
instrumental in the European founding of the Americas.  But 
their choice of Columbus was based on the myth of Columbus, 
not the historical reality.  In reality, Columbus as the governor 
of the “Indies” engaged in the brutal exploitation, enslavement, 
subjugation and murder of native peoples.  Even in his own 
time, his actions were recognized by people like Bartolomeo Las 
Casas as crimes against humanity:  “Such inhumanities and 
barbarisms were committed in my sight as no age can parallel.”  
While my father and grandfather may have been ignorant of 
this history, we today are not.  Clearly and emphatically 
Columbus cannot be a symbol of Catholic immigrant pride and 
achievement. However we chose to remember and honor the 
complicated histories of our European ancestors here in 
Pittsburgh and elsewhere, we must unequivocally reject the 
crimes committed against the indigenous peoples of the 
Americas. The statue must be removed. 

Tess   Yes Remove   

Iva Lesh Yes Remove We should not celebrate this man. 

Maria DeRenzo Yes No Action 

It saddens me a great deal that a proposal to have this statue or 
any other statue removed as the action serves no purpose.  The 
statue represents history, a reminder that this country was built 
by immigrants and we are one big melting pot.  When looking 
at this statue as well as others, I do not see hatred, racism or 
inequality so again, what purpose does it serve in having it 
removed.  I immigrated to this great land in 1969 at the age of 
8.  My parents sacrificed all they had for their children and to 
provide a better future for them but primarily for us.  This is the 
reminder I have when I look at the statue of Columbus . Let’s 
not cave into the meaningless demands that are being made 
with no purpose but to create more division.  We have all 
evolved from history that contributes to who we are today.  So 
leave history where it belongs and start making forward steps 
for a better, stronger future for ALL!! 

Norbert Cieslinski No No Action   

Sarah Barbeau Yes Remove   



Antonio Russo No No Action 

For the past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a symbol 
that represent the contributions Italian Americans have made 
to our country, as well as serving as a remembrance of the 
hardship, prejudice and bigotry our ancestors had to overcome 
in their quest to find a better life for all of us in America. We 
are entitled to celebrate our heritage and accomplishments, 
just as all other groups are. 

Forrest Vinson Yes Remove   

Susan Lofaro Yes Remove   

Julia   Yes Remove   

Bethany 
Welch Luttrell No Remove   

Gregory Valli No No Action 

All historical figures must be viewed in the context of their 
times.  We are living in dangerous times, where the definition 
of "acceptable behavior" shifts so rapidly that we will 
constantly be forced to erase our history to appease any vocal 
minority.  This is a slippery slope for any society.  In addition to 
this, Columbus is a source of great pride for the Italian-
American community and has been for quite some time.  That 
sense of pride should not be taken away by that same vocal 
minority, who it seems will never be content. 

Arianne Means Yes Remove   

Katie Kaplan Yes Remove 

The statue should be permanently removed, as Columbus was a 
historical figure who caused and committed mass genocide of 
and enslavement of indigenous peoples. It’s important to stop 
perpetuating lies about his historical place within the history of 
the untied states, and taking away the statue is a good first 
step. There are so many great and deserving Italian historical 
figures who could be memorialized in a statue, to help people 
learn and feel proud of their heritage, but Columbus is not 
someone to honor or be proud of. 

Gesina Peterman Yes Remove 

The history of Columbus is bloody and wrong. He was tried for 
his crimes in his lifetime. It’s also messed up the reason we 
know him is so people wouldn’t discriminate against Italian 
immigrants. 

Anastasia DeSimone Yes Remove   

Matthew Ussia Yes Remove 

Don't make this statute like the name of the Washington NFL 
team.  We all know that eventually a change has to be made. 
Just rip off the band-aid already instead of drawing this out for 
years. 

Omolade Olubowale Yes Remove   

Victoria Khersonsky Yes Remove   



Suzanne Shannon Yes Remove 

Knowing the history of colonization, attempted genocide, 
murder, and rape that this statue represents it's painful to see 
my city still struggling with a decision. It's painful to walk past 
this statue. It's embarrassing to have to tell my non-local 
community, 'its only a nice place to live for some'. I beg you to 
remove this statue. 

Sonia Wellington Yes Remove   

Nicholas Ciotola No Replace 

See my op-ed in the Pittsburgh Trib for more on my idea. The 
city should erect a new bronze statue on the very same site. I 
envision a three-figured sculpture of an unnamed Italian man, 
woman, and child inspired by those iconic Library of Congress 
photographs of Italians arriving at Ellis Island, valises in hand, 
determination in their eyes. We’d be removing a statue of an 
elite figure only tangentially connected to the real Italian 
immigrant experience with a statue directly representing ALL 
immigrants. This would be called the "Pittsburgh Italian 
Immigrant Statue" and include a dedication plaque not to 
Columbus but to the Italians of Pittsburgh. This statue would be 
a long-overdue tribute to the “birds of passage,” the thousands 
of young Italian men who came to Pittsburgh and laid the 
foundation for later chain migration of relatives and friends. It 
would also memorialize the central role of women, so often 
overlooked in the immigrant narrative. The third figure, the 
child, would emphasize the bonds of family as central to the 
immigrant experience, then as now. The granite base of the 
current Columbus statue featuring relief carvings of sailing 
ships might even be retained as the base for this new 
immigrant statue so that there is a still a tangible connection 
with the original installation from 1958. Italian immigrants who 
came to PIttsburgh - like my grandparents - viewed themselves 
as adventurers who crossed the ocean to explore a New World, 
just as Columbus had done. 

Madeline Ficca Yes Replace 
By having this statue in the public you are displaying a symbol 
of genocide, this shouldn’t have to be explained. 

Mandy Steele No Remove   

Sandra Pampena Yes No Action   

Fred Fowlkes Yes No Action I would like the statue to stay.  NO ACTION 

Rose Hall Yes No Action   



Gabby Gilmer Yes Replace 

There are plenty of other great Italians who did not attack and 
murder Indigenous people.  As someone who identifies as both 
Italian and Native American, I feel very strongly that both sides 
can be honored. Here are some suggestions: 
Galileo Galilei 
Verdi 
Dante 
Leonardo de Vinci 
Artemisia Gentileschi 
Laura Bassi 

Allison Lienemann Yes Remove   

Nicole Troy Yes Remove Colonization = Racism 

Rachel Jiejun Yes Remove   

Citizen of Pittsburgh Yes Remove   

Joelle   Yes Remove   

Luke Negron Yes No Action   

Atticus Crowley Yes Remove   

Tye Silverthorne Yes Replace 
It should be taken down and replaced with a statue of a notable 
Native American from the region. 

Nicole   Yes No Action   

Larissa   No Remove   

Kirsi Jansa Yes Remove   

Louis Reynolds Yes Remove 

Columbus does not warrant a statue.  He didn’t discover 
America (the Vikings, then the Portuguese did). He did 
however, begin a horrible genocide in the Americas. 

Gail Sunderland Yes No Action 

All history is important.   Nothing should be removed.   
  All people are imperfect and George Washington sacrificed a 
lot to lead our troops during the revolutionary war and as the 
first president. 
  Christopher Columbus was another notable person and should 
be remembered.  The problem so often is that people are 
looking for perfection and they are no such persons, living or 
dead. 

GUY GALASSO Yes No Action 

I do not understand the need for people to all of a sudden try 
to re write history ,in what is the view of a few, of the way 
things transpired all these years ago. Changing these things  via 
a knee jerk reaction, without merit is dangerous , out of line , 
and in my opinion , completely wrong. Things that had been 
decided years ago and over the course of many years and by 
many people, should not be arbitrarily changed by a few that 
seem to want to glory hunt as though they want to 
singlehandedly change the world. As a lifelong resident of 
Pittsburgh and a proud United States citizen I am appalled at 
nerve of these decisions that are impacting our history and our 
future. Where does it end ? 



Casey Seamus Yes Remove 

While in the past it was seen as momentous and praise-worthy 
to include an icon of Italian heritage in the  American mythos 
and founding tale of our nation, such a time has long since 
passed. His genocidal treatment of the Native American 
populations everywhere he and his pursuant conquistadors set 
foot on this land; the contemporaneous horror felt at what 
Colombus had done in Spain's new colonies (his treatment of 
the natives being so beyond the pale he would be imprisoned 
after his Third voyage by orders of Queen Isabella, before 
receiving a pardon six weeks later from King Ferdinand); and 
the long history of genocidal policy from all colonial powers in 
the Americas have since cemented his role as one of mankind's 
most destructive single individuals.  
 
Monuments stand as a commemoration of past deeds we, in 
the present, consider praise-worthy. Simply because we 
considered certain attributes to be such does not mean we 
must continue to do so. These statues require constant 
maintenance, contstant labor applied to them, in order to 
remain standing. Performing such labor is an active vote of 
confidence in that which is being labored upon, and which it 
represents. 
 
This statue was erected to celebrate the traditions/culture of 
an immigrant community that had been historically disparaged 
and oppressed, like so many other immigrant communities in 
our country's history. Therefore, there must exist among them 
a hero who hasn't been responsible for genocide. Make a 
statue of them. 

Stephen Gian Yes Replace Replace it with a statue of mac miller 

Kyle Thorpe Yes Replace 
Either remove it all together, or replace with a statue of Galdalf 
the White 

Adrianna Oh Yes Replace Replace with other notable figure. 

Jack Ohrman Yes Replace 

The Columbus statue must, at the very least, be removed. His 
treatment of natives and minorities is nothing to honor or 
celebrate. He was a horrible man and his statue has no place in 
this city. I do believe that we could find a number of great 
Pittsburgh’s who could have a statue To replace this one. 
August Wilson for example. But without a doubt this statue 
must be torn down. 

Kait   No Replace   

mariann zottola No No Action Leave the statue alone. 



Phoebe Walczak No Remove 

I am an art historian working with the Associated Artists of 
Pittsburgh. As someone dedicated to preserving art, 
documenting its creation, and making the arts a space for 
education, I believe the statue of Columbus should be removed. 
By removing this statue from its pedestal at Schenley Park, we 
are literally removing Christopher Columbus from his pedestal 
in history. As a figure who contributed to major genocide of 
indigenous peoples, and did not "discovered" this continent as 
is often taught (it has been inhabited by indigenous people for 
millennia and visited by other Europeans before him), his place 
in Schenley Park perpetuates white supremacy in our city. 
Should he be removed, we would not be "rewriting," or 
"removing" history, as some may argue, but rather telling it 
more truthfully and accurately - and even adding to it.  
Removing the statue adds to the history of the statue as a work 
of art. Art is a reflection of the time and circumstances under 
which it was built, and its interpretation changes as society 
around it changes. This statue was erected, reflecting a certain 
point in our city's history, by removing it, we then add to that 
history and reflect this point in our city's history, one that is 
more conscientious, dedicated to righting the wrongs of the 
past and no longer celebrating the genocide of the indigenous 
peoples who came before and telling a false history in which 
Columbus was a hero, not a colonizer. 

Joseph Fiorentino No No Action   

Chris Norris Yes Remove 

Having a statue inherently venerates the person being 
depicted. Christopher Columbus was a monster of history who 
committed genocide and other atrocities. Removing his statue 
will not make us forget history, the calls for it's removal are 
because people are finally coming to terms with history. If need 
be, it can be placed in a museum and replaced with someone 
who deserves to be lauded like Fred Rogers, August Wilson, or 
Dr. Jonas Salk. 

Bobby Cleveland Yes Remove Historic monsters belong in textbooks, not on pedestals. 

Finishia Barnett No No Action   

Deborah Katz Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus initiated a genocide. We should not 
honor him with a statue. We should remember the history but 
not elevate him as a hero. 

A Anthony Bianchi No No Action   

Delilah Bourque Yes Replace   



Charles Sclafani Yes No Action 

Do not remove the statue of Columbus. Columbus is a great 
hero who discovered America. We should be grateful to him. All 
immigrants who have settled in the USA over many centuries 
owe Columbus a gratitude. We will not be here in this great 
country USA without Columbus. Columbus did not have slaves 
or abused the natives. The indigenous people had slaves, 
practiced cannibalism and were always at war between their 
tribes. Slavery existed before Columbus and after Columbus. 
The slave trade was stared by the Africans who sold their 
people to the French, Portuguese, Spaniards, English and 
Dutch. They brought slaves to the USA, Central America and 
South America. 
Columbus was a very religious person and navigator who 
discovered more than 50 islands in the Caribbean. He was a 
navigator. Yes, injustices took place but they were done after 
Columbus by the Spaniards Conquistadores, the French, the 
English and the Dutch  who conquered Latin America, Central 
America and North America. It is an injustice to history , to 
Columbus and all mankind to disrespect  him. Coulmus 
He 

Carlin Christy Yes Remove I have previously provided a statement. Thank you. 

Allison Hoffman Yes Remove Fuck that guy. Racist ass 

Akira Ormes-Strong Yes Remove 

This statue is a propaganda piece for a genocidal imperialist. It 
being erected does nothing for public knowledge of historical 
facts and everything to tacitly endorse a glorified, whitewashed 
version of history and, by proxy, the events that actually took 
place. 

Marisa Floro Yes Replace 

I would like to honor the history of the people who inhabited 
this land prior to the arrival of Christopher Columbus and the 
colonizers who in their mission of expansion killed and stole 
from the human beings who lived in North America. 

Quinn Volpe No Remove   

Megan Lemonds Yes Remove Columbus should not be celebrated. 

Henry Yocco No No Action 

I respectfully ask the Art Commission to consider the negative 
impact that the Removal of the Columbus statue will have on 
the Western PA Italian-American community. A proud 
community that has, and still plays a pivotal role in our region. 
The statue is more than a historical representation to many 
Italian-Americans. It is a focal point of ethnic pride. A tangible 
presence that we too belong. Public recognition of our many 
contributions. My grandparents left Italy and settled in our 
region to make a better life for their family. Leaving behind 
many hardships. One of which was the suppression of fascist 
ideologies. Monument vandalism and forceful demands   Thank 
you for adhering to our democratic principles by holding this 
forum to consider all relevant opinions. 



Megan McElhaney Yes Remove   

Alex Thomas Yes Remove   

emmiley stern Yes Replace   

Bridget McCoy Yes Replace   

Debbie Scatena No No Action 
Born & raised in the city of Pittsburgh.  Leave history alone!  
Leave Christopher Columbus statue right where it is! 

Theodore Staats Yes No Action 
You do not erase history nor compare morality of today to 500 
years ago. 

Dr Joe Stahlman No Alter 

Hi, As a Native educator and museum director, I am opposed to 
the removal of the statue. However, the current perceptions of 
Columbus and his exploits mask the true impact that his landfall 
in the Caribbean has had in our conceptions of colonialism. I 
feel there needs to be a plaque added to the current statue 
stepping modern Americans through some of traumatic events 
that took place since 1492. As a Native person I don't feel the 
need to rewrite history or make others believe my view of 
history, but create a space to have an open and honest 
discussion of Columbus. Nya:weh! Joe Stahlman, 
joe.stahlman@sni.org. 

A Gardini No No Action   

Kamalei Miller-Kaohi Yes Remove   

Ken Austrawski Yes No Action   

Kathy Sterling No No Action   

Beverly Sterling No No Action   

Joann Chernotowich Yes No Action   

Caroline Sheedy Yes Remove   

Alexandra steele Yes Remove   



Alexis Yakemovic Yes Remove 

As documented by many historians, Columbus was a slave 
trader and raider responsible for thousands of deaths of 
indigenous people in his quest bring gold and riches to Spain 
(ironically not Italy, a country he abandoned in his quest for his 
own personal wealth).  
When gold wasn't as plentiful in the places he raided, he forced 
every member of the community to work until death to mine 
what little existed. We don't even need to look to historians to 
interpret Columbus's despicable actions, we can turn to his own 
journals. Upon meeting the first indigenous people he 
encountered, he wrote "They would make fine servants. With 
fifty men we could subjugate them all and make them do 
whatever we want" and "Let us in the name of the Holy Trinity 
go on sending all the slaves that can be sold". He turned a blind 
eye, and perhaps even encouraged, when his men began raping 
girls as young as nine. 
This horror is at the very bedrock of our country and should not 
be celebrated but denounced and rooted out. Italian members 
of our community deserve a better representation of cultural 
heritage. The statue is a bloody wound in the vibrant 
neighborhood of Oakland, which has long served as our city's 
melting pot.  
As a life long resident of Pittsburgh, I am embarrassed and 
ashamed of this statue. It is imperative that we follow dozens 
of other cities in taking down monuments to war criminals and 
build a new way forward. 

Jake Trettel Yes Replace   

nelson soracco No No Action 

It is disgraceful to even think of  removing this or any existing 
statue. 
Where will it end ??? 
If you remove one................you remove them all. 

Emily Weise-King Yes Remove 

We shouldn't be honoring him. I haven't seen suggestions for a 
different statue to replace it, so let's take it down and figure 
that out later. 

Alison Virgi No No Action Preserve our History 

nick Lanzilotti No No Action 

The Columbus Statue recognizes the many immigrants who 
helped build America over four centuries. It also is a powerful 
statement against pervasive bigotry. The statue represents the 
blood, sweet and tears of all who have built our country. 
Columbus was sympathetic toward all cultures including those 
of Native Americans. To remove the statue that stands for anti-
discrimination and anti-bigotry would be a travesty and 
epitomize the highest level of hypocrisy. 

Louis Cappa Yes Remove   



Elizabeth Labacz Yes Remove 

Honoring Christopher Columbus is not only historically 
inaccurate, but deeply antithetical to the values this city 
espouses. Columbus committed genocide, and regardless of 
what he may have accomplished (which, again, is significantly 
less than his legend would have us believe), it is greatly 
surpassed by the evil deeds he committed. Teach his actions in 
history books, but statues are not historical documents; they 
are honors, and Columbus deserves no laurels. 

Allison Rowland Yes Remove   

Michael D'Angelo Yes Remove   

Ross Reilly Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus massacred natives who welcomed him 
and his crew with open arms. He also did not do either the 
thing he set out to do (discover a new trade route to the east) 
or the thing with which he is often credited (discovering 
America). It's an abomination that we, as a society, are still 
paying tribute to this genocidal maniac and cut-rate explorer.  
 
Also, I would note that one of the commenters from the last 
commission meeting on this topic, Basil Russo, is a resident of 
the Cleveland area in Ohio. He is also the president of the 
Italian Sons and Daughters of America, a group with wide 
reach; I would urge the commission to ensure that all 
comments received in this process (including those at and 
before the time of the last meeting) are from Pittsburgh 
residents and not from people within Russo's nationwide 
audience. 



marc rattay No Remove 

To the members of the Pittsburgh Art Commission, 
 
It should be essential that we reckon with the history of this 
country, and if so, we should review and reconsider the 
purpose and impact of monumental artworks. We create 
monuments to make a public memory of someone, something, 
or some event, whether good or bad. What then, is the purpose 
of the Christopher Columbus statue?  It is clearly meant to 
honor his legacy, but what exactly are we honoring? 
 
A monument to Christopher Columbus is a monument honoring 
a slave holder.  A monument to Christopher Columbus is a 
monument honoring the imperialist colonialism that led to the 
genocide of indigenous people in this country.  A monument to 
Christopher Columbus is a monument to our community's 
failure to recognize the harm this man has caused. Are we 
really a community that celebrates this legacy, this evident 
history?   
 
By removing this statue, the City would be taking a step 
towards ameliorating and recognizing the harm done through 
the theft of this land, and the legacy and ongoing harm left by 
slavery in this country.  In removing this statue, the City would 
be recognizing the impact and harm this monument and others 
like it have, not just on those living in and near Pittsburgh, but 
across the country. 
 
If we reckon with our history, than it should be obvious that 
this statue ought to be removed, and in our reckoning, perhaps 
we can find a more appropriate figure to celebrate with this 
public space. 
Thank you. 

Frank Livulpi No No Action 
I believe some statues don't belong but Christopher Columbus 
is NOT one of them!  Leave him alone. 

Kathryn Gasior No No Action 

As a proud Italian American, I find the attempt to erase our 
history abhorrent and ignorant to the greatest degree.  
 
Are you aware that in anticipation of the rise of the evils of the 
USSR and the Nationalist Socialist German Workers Party (the 
Nazi party), Lenin and Hitler destroyed, removed, or altered 
statues that they did not agree with or like? 
 
"Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it. Studying history is necessary to avoid repeating past 
mistakes." If you can't see the value in the words of George 
Santayana, a Spanish-born man who became an American 
author, your hubris will bring you many more issues than just 
arguing about a statue. 



LA Zaleski No No Action 

Get to work council. Clean up the streets, the drugs, the 
garbage. Stop worrying about trying to be PC and wasting 
taxpayer $$$. Come on now. 

Robert Gasior No No Action 
I grew up in Pittsburgh and would like the statue to remain as-is 
where it is located. 

Robert Gasior No No Action 
I grew up in Pittsburgh and would like the statue to stay where 
it has been my entire life. 

Mary Beth Gasior No No Action 

Schenley Park is a treasure to the city. The history —-
irregardless of who did what when—must be preserved. Please 
keep the statues where they are! Canceling our history is 
dangerous. 

Margaret Lampenfield Yes No Action   

Marilee   No No Action 

I do NoT support the removal or altering of the Christopher 
Columbus statue!!  
 
Leave this statue alone and embrace our great American  
History 

John Calvelli No No Action   

Daniele Passalacqua No No Action 

I kindly request you not remove the statue of Christopher 
Columbus. I am strongly against the removal of this statue 
because that is a slap to the face of Italian-Americans. At what 
point do we stop removing statues? The statue of Christopher 
Columbus is a symbol to the Italian Americans of what sacrifices 
they have made to come to the "new land" (America). 

Dawn Hargraves No Remove   

Maria Grinko Yes Replace   

Melanie Licnerski No No Action 
History is important, please don’t remove or try to erase 
history. 

Tony Clifton Yes Remove   

Jane 
Shirreffs Durkin No No Action   

John Gavel No No Action 

There is not logic or utility in retroactive judgement of historical 
figures like Columbus and many others who are endeared by 
people of a variety of races and creeds. 
Removing a statue does nothing to address grievances of the 
oppressed.  
If any action must be taken, consider posting signage that 
speaks objectively to the historically accurate concerns of those 
opposed to its exposition.  Use this as a model for all other 
historically notable figures who have been publicly recognized 
and have been imperfect humans such as Frick, Carnegie, Dr. 
King, Mellon at al. 

Charles McGinn No No Action 
Heritage monuments should not be altered or removed to 
satisfy a social trend that is temporary in nature . 

Timothy Zinn Yes No Action   

Donna DePaul No No Action   



David Feazell No No Action 

Columbus represents the Italian achievement in world 
exploration.  Italy ran no slave ships nor slave trade.  The 
countries chiefly engaged in slave trade in the Americas 
(England, Spain).  Italian heritage memorials should not be 
targeted to right these tragic historical wrongs. 

Jonathan rivera Yes Remove 
remove/alter switch to a diffent statue. The mas was a monster 
and we honor him. It belongs in a museum, not a park. 

Paul David Cwynar No No Action   

Laura Conte No No Action   

Isabella DeIuliis Yes Remove   

Lisa Ventro Falgione Yes No Action   

Rivers Leche No Remove 

As a person of color, when I see the Christopher Columbus 
statue all I think of are the millions of Indigenous, Black, and 
other POC people who have suffered because of the 
colonialism, destruction, disease, and countless other harmful 
physical and ideological plagues he brought to the Americas. 
Seeing the statue actively makes me feel like my identity is less 
valuable to the city than it’s whiter and wealthier residents. 

Lola Jett-Beachley Yes Remove   

Valerie Gaydos No No Action   

Judith Manfredi No No Action 

People (many of Italian descent) raised a lot of money for the 
creation and placement of this statue.  There should be security 
lighting for the site.  The city or Parks Commission should 
protect it from vandalism as they would any other public 
structure. 

Maggie 
Ginter-
Frankovitch Yes Remove 

Please remove the statue of Columbus - it is a harmful 
glorification of a man who committed mass murder and the 
false notion that he “discovered” America. I would ask that you 
put the statue in a museum or storage, and possibly pick a 
better person to be put in Columbus’ place (hopefully a BIPOC 
statue of a local Pittsburgh role model!) 

Marie Pampena No No Action   

Patricia Luisi No No Action   

Luke Henry Yes Remove 
The false narrative being told by white people has to end. Tell 
the whole of history, not the sanitized version. 

Len DeLuca No No Action 

We celebrate Columbus as a symbol of accomplishment, which 
is emblematic of Italian Americans' own long fought and 
continuing battle with prejudice in American society.  It is unfair 
to erase the context of why we currently celebrate this holiday 
over the actions taken by a 15th century action. 



Todd Bogdanovich No No Action 

What will be next? The Spanish-American War statue just down 
the road? Because that war led to the American colonization of 
the Philippines. Or perhaps the Robert Burns statue thats also 
along the same road? Burns was a Scotsman, and it was 
Scotsmen (General Forbes and Major Grant) who conquered 
this region for Great Britain. Perhaps we should also change the 
name of Forbes Avenue and Grant Street, and replace them 
with the names of indigenous chieftains. Surely we wouldn't 
want to memorialize colonialism and militarism... I'm only being 
somewhat facetious, but you can see where this is going. Pro-
Columbian North America wasn't a peaceful paradise.. read 
about what Tenochtitlan did to Tlaxcala. History is very 
complex. 

Michael Gentile No No Action   

Jack Troy Yes Remove   

GINA Toth No No Action 

The Christopher Columbus statue needs to remain in  place as a 
testament to Italian Culture and Heritage.  Without Columbus,  
Pittsburgh would not exist nor would most of North America.   
Tearing down statues does not change history. 

Diane Macioce No No Action   

Dara   Yes Remove   

Julia Kocherzat Yes Remove 
There is no reason to continue to honor such a terrible man. 
This statue must go, it has no place being up any longer. 

Lizzy   Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus should not be someone we celebrate in 
Pittsburgh, or anywhere matter of fact. Put the statue in a 
museum or anywhere else, just not anywhere where he 
becomes a celebrated figure. 

Scott Stauffer No No Action 
Please stop erasing history.  There isn’t one person on this 
planet that is without sin. 



David Bagaley No No Action 

(a) In addition to his sailors, Columbus requested sixty Christian 
missionaries, to preach to the arrogant and abusive Spaniards. 
Sought sixty men to help govern the “colony.”  
(Religion/Citizenship) 
(b) Genocide was not part of the vocabulary of these early 
explorers.  Despite home-grown and foreign plagues, the native 
workers were willing to serve Spanish interests.   
(c) He did not foster slavery.  Prisoners of war became slaves.  
Natives practicing cannibalism or human sacrifice, of necessity, 
were captured and traded. 
(d) Columbus became a Christian missionary --- spreading the 
Gospel to all nations.  Often, he dressed and was painted in his 
Franciscan garb. 
(e) Many explorers, before and after Columbus set sail, found 
new “waterways” to well-known lands.  C.C. discovered a new 
WORLD.  He found land not explored or known by many 
indigenous peoples.   
First, slavery and genocide existed throughout the world, both 
before and after the fifteenth century.  We need only “check” 
the records of aboriginal tribes.  Anthropology is a science. 

Larry Dunn Yes No Action 

I ask that the Christopher Columbus Statue remain in Schenley 
Park. It is an extremely important symbol to many thousands of 
Pittsburgh citizens of Italian heritage, and a reminder to all that 
they are a critical part of the great mosaic of Pittsburgh citizens 
of all cultures.  
The statue is considered one of the greatest works of art by the 
renowned Italian-born Pittsburgh sculptor Frank Vittor. Vittor 
was famous for his sculptures of Lindberg’s Flight, our Honus 
Wagner Statue, busts of numerous U.S. Presidents, and many 
other renowned sculptures.   
With the terrible prejudice, and sometimes outright violence, 
that so many Italian Americans faced at that time, President 
Benjamin Harrison issued a proclamation in 1892 
“recommending to the people the observance in all their 
localities of the 400th anniversary of the discovery of America”.    
President Franklin D Roosevelt designated Columbus Day a 
national holiday in 1934.  In 1971 Columbus Day was 
designated by Congress as the second Monday in October. 
Long after it was erected, the Columbus Statue continues to be 
a source of encouragement and pride for so many 
Pittsburghers.  I urge you to keep this worthy work of art in its 
current location in Schenley Park. 
Larry Dunn                                                                                                                                                               
Former Allegheny County Commissioner 

Brandywyne   No Remove 
Columbus was a racist slave owner and did not discover 
America. He should not be idealized 

Kristina Mauro Yes Remove   



Anya   Yes Remove   

Matthew Casey Yes Replace   

Joe palmieri Yes No Action   

Sarah Riccitelli Yes Remove 

History should be accurate. Columbus didn’t discover America. 
There were people already living here. During this national 
reckoning over the systemic racism and genocidal violence that 
this country - our country - has inflicted on Indigenous, Black, 
and other people of color the world over, we should stop 
honoring a man who, more than any other, built the 
architecture that abused and exterminated this continent’s 
indigenous peoples. Stop building monuments to myths that 
never happened, to histories that never happened. Stop 
memorializing lies! This statue needs to go. It’s not 1492 it’s 
2020 and Columbus needs to sail the ocean blue, away. 

Bridget Laffin Yes Remove   

Karen Ricci No No Action 

The Italian-American population was once targeted and 
oppressed and we honor Christopher Columbus. Destroying 
history is detrimental to the future. 

Tia Pauley Yes Remove   

Annetta Parfitt No No Action   

Jessica Mueller Yes Remove   

Ryder Lythos Yes Replace   

Rose O’Hearn Yes No Action   

Deborah Ferranti Yes No Action   

Sarah Gillespie Yes Remove 
Christopher Columbus is the symbol of Genocide. It should be 
removed 

Joey Mueser Yes Replace 

I’m an advocate for Pittsburgh public art, however a statue of 
Christopher Columbus is an inappropriate display of what this 
city should stand for. I wish that the space given for the current 
statue could be allocated to a person of color to display their 
art. 

Josie Pemberton Yes Replace   

Erik Schoenman No Replace   

Chinyere Okonkwo Yes Remove   

Louis Canova Yes No Action   

Janet Canova Yes No Action   

Emma W Yes Remove   

Megan Good No Remove 

As a Pittsburgher currently living outside of the city, I feel 
strongly that the statue must be removed. Individuals who've 
committed genocide and terrorist acts within our borders 
should not be celebrated and honored with a statue. And if 
Pittsburgh truly wants to live up to the Most Livable City label 
that it claims, white supremacy needs to be erased from its 
institutions by taking acts such as these. 



Misti McKeehen No Replace 

I consider myself a Pittsburgh, despite having relocated. I own 
property in the city and call it home. I am urging the 
Commission to replace the statue with a public recognition of 
the work that Black, Indigenous, and other people of color have 
done in the city. Pittsburgh has the opportunity to show that 
we are strong for more than just people who have white skin. 
There are talented Black artists in the city who should be called 
upon and paid to create and install a space to honor a more 
inclusive and just history. 

Chandler Hosterman Yes Replace   

Aaron Watson No Alter 

I would like to see the base of the statue altered with an 
engraving or plaque that provides historical context to the 
Native American culture that lived in this area long before and 
after Columbus' voyage in 1492. 

Re’Naye   Yes Remove 

It’s very disheartening to even consider wether or not we 
should remove a mass murderer who brought with him nothing 
but turmoil that continues to course through the veins of our 
hate filled country.It shouldn’t even be a question.  This is one 
simple gesture that Pittsburgh can do to at least show solidarity 
with minorities, and prove that there is still good within 
humanity. 

Gabrielle Hirsh Yes Replace 

While the statue may have historical significance, it is a 
gruesome reminder that Americans still celebrate white 
supremacy and idolize those who enforced it. The statue should 
be replaced with a figure honoring the Native American lives 
that were lost during the plague of colonialism in America. 

Jalynn Kline No Replace   

Michael Cardinale Yes Replace   

Lidia Vlahakis No No Action 

As a granddaughter of Italian immigrants I would like to keep 
the statue of Christopher Columbus the way it is, no removal, 
replacement or alteration. 
Thank you, 
Lidia Vlahakis 

Maat Najii Yes Remove   

Joseph   No Remove   

Alison Hu Yes Replace   

Lucas Balthazar Yes No Action   

Leah Johnson No Remove   

Rebecca Finn Yes Remove   

marina martin No Remove 

This statue is a blatant statement to the Native American 
peoples that we, as a state, do not value their lives and 
contributions to our nation. It is a scare tactic that should never 
have been erected in the first place. 

joe monte No No Action   

Margaret Stuart No Replace   



Natalie Corbo Yes Replace Replace with a notable historical indigenous person. 

Andrew Dant Yes Replace 

I really see no reason why we should be celebrating Christopher 
Columbus. He was a rapist, kidnapper, slaver, and murderer. 
Surely we can find a more suitable figure to display for our 
children and ourselves. 

.   Yes No Action   

MacKayla   Yes Remove   

Lillian Palermo No No Action   

Mary Alioto No No Action   

Maddie Ryan Yes Remove   

Christine Aland Yes Replace   

Carolyn Reich No No Action 

This is history and part of my vital culture. Do you think that 
someone would have a disregard for an artist ‘s creation?  
Abominable! Unthinkable! 

Rachelle Stauffer Yes No Action 
Please keep the statue!! Columbus has done so much for our 
country if you would only understand our history. 

Brooklyn Dawson No Remove   

Meg Jones No Remove 
There are better people to celebrate than a leader of genocide 
and colonialism. 

Garret Smith Yes Replace 

It would be wise to replace the statue with something that 
celebrates Native American culture and maybe pays tribute to 
the fact that Columbus to help destroy that culture 

Ezekiel 
Martin Stuart No Remove 

Replacement is also fine, I think, so long as it is replaced with a 
statue of a Native figure or a memorial to those tribes of the 
area lost due to colonialism. 

Paul Cavota No No Action   

Joseph Ereifej Yes Remove   

Kevin Williams Yes Remove 
Columbus did not discover America. He was a rapist, murderer, 
and thief. 

Madison Goetzman Yes Remove   

Catherine Du Yes Remove   

Ann Deely Yes Remove 

The statue is emblematic of a reign of terror, colonialism, and 
genocide of native peoples. It is a gross monument to and 
celebration of racism and should be removed immediately. 
Shame on the city of Pittsburgh for using this statue as a way to 
bicker between agencies instead of listening and apologizing to 
the indigenous community. 

Edoardo Frezza Yes Alter 

While the actions Christopher Columbus took were heinous and 
not representative of the ideals we uphold today, we 
acknowledge that he enabled our ability to establish ourselves 
from Britian. The past cannot be changed. We can learn from 
the mistakes our predecessors to continuously improve upon 
ourselves and our country for the sake of mankind. 

Joseph Acevedo Yes Remove   



Tim Zeddies Yes Alter 

I suggest taking down the statue but leaving the pedestal, and 
replacing it with a statue of the indigenous people he enslaved 
and slaughtered. 
 
His statue can be put off to the side, accompanied by 
informational placards explaining his desire to find a western 
course to the Indies, his miscalculation of the size of the Earth, 
and how he turned his error into a “success” through said 
enslavement. These placards could also include some 
information about why and how he became an American hero, 
the plight of Italian Americans immigrants, etc. 

Brigid Stuart No Remove 
There is absolutely no reason for this statue to exist. I don’t 
mind if it is replaced but it must be removed. 

Audrey Biega Yes Remove   

Michael Averbach Yes No Action 

Stop with your idiotic MUST REMOVE EVERY STATUE stupidity!  
If you don't like the Christopher Columbus statue, then 
walk/drive/ride your bike in another direction than the 
Christopher Columbus statue.  No one is forcing you to 
walk/drive/ride your bike by this statue, YOU are choosing to 
either walk/drive/ride your bike by the statue.  If by chance the 
Christopher Columbus statue is removed, only a matter of time 
until you decide, "Ohhhhh, this now offends me on some other 
situation than the statue.  I want this REMOVED!"  This is only 
the beginning of "This offends me!" and there will be more in 
the future.  The statue of Christopher Columbus should remain 
where it is!  People can education themselves & their family 
about Christopher Columbus.  You learn from the past whether 
the person was good or bad, we learn from the past.  Stop 
ruining history by removing the Christopher Columbus statue 
and let it stay where it is!  There is still a Christopher Columbus 
federal holiday.  Are you going to demand those who make 
calendars not put the Christopher Columbus federal holiday on 
the calendars in the month of October?  When it is the month 
of October, does it "offend" you by looking at your calendar 
and seeing the federal holiday of Columbus Day?  Do you not 
look at the calendar for the entire month of October?  Keep the 
statue of Christopher Columbus where it is without removing 
and without replacing it to somewhere else!  Enough of the 
removing all statues!  Michael Averbach 

Alisha   Yes Remove   

David Ewing Yes Remove   

Eve Johnson Yes Remove   

Phoebe Balascio Yes Remove   



Joan Rottmann No No Action 

Christopher Columbus made enormous contributions towards 
the developmentof of the Americas. He respected the natives 
he encountered when he arrived and was not personally 
involved with killing them. He severely punished anyone who 
traveled with him when he learned of their atrocities towards 
the natives. Please take time to read books that include excerps 
from his diary before accepting the left’s uneducated opinion 
about these issues. The Italian communities are outraged with 
the failure of local officials for caving in to the demands of 
lawless groups who are destroying our cherished heritage. Do 
not give in to their demands to remove or replace the statue of 
Columbus. We Italian Americans see this as a direct affront to 
our culture. 

David Lucier No No Action 

In an attempt to cause harm to the significance of Columbus' 
accomplishments, his achievements have been unjustly and 
falsely purported by revisionists who use inaccurate 
information.  Columbus' own diaries and documents of the 
Spanish court show a much clearer picture of the struggles that 
Columbus took on to protect indigenous people and to defend 
his achievements.  Why not educate the population in this 
areas rather than destroy the art. 

Jora H No Remove   

Nancy Costa Yes Alter 

Please see my daughter's Op Ed in The Pittsburgh City Paper 
"OP-ED: To take it down or preserve? The fate of Pittsburgh's 
Columbus statue" (published on September 10th). 

Paolo Costa Yes Alter 

Please see my daughter's Op Ed in The Pittsburgh City Paper 
"OP-ED: To take it down or preserve? The fate of Pittsburgh's 
Columbus statue" (published on September 10th). 

Patrizia Costa Yes Alter 

I believe that we should invite a local artist to re-contextualize 
the site with a new installation around the original statue 
(without taking it down) so as to invite a healing dialogue from 
all of the communities that have a stake in the matter, native 
Americans especially, but also Italian Americans who are being 
portrayed unfairly in the controversy.  Taking the statue down, 
may quiet the controversy, but it will do nothing to further the 
dialogue that is begging attention.  An installation would also 
be a much better alternative to graffiti, which is another ask for 
dialogue. This is an opportunity to bring Pittsburgh together, 
instead of quietly and discreetly apart. Please see my Op Ed on 
this matter in the Pittsburgh City Paper: "OP-ED: To take it 
down or preserve? The fate of Pittsburgh's Columbus statue" 
(published on Sept. 10th).  
 https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/op-ed-to-take-it-
down-or-preserve-the-fate-of-pittsburghs-columbus-
statue/Content?oid=17972929 



Aiden   Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is not a man we should honor. He 
enslaved tortured and raped thousands of indigenous people. 
Tear that statue down. The fucker thought he found India not 
America gtfo here. 

Craig Stephan No No Action 

I do not support the "cancel" movement. Not one of us on this 
earth are perfect. This is our history. Please do not remove the 
statue. 

Lisa pizzella No No Action 
You are infringing on Italian Americans civil rights. Finally 
,erasing history is just wrong. 

Jennifer Buchko Yes Remove   

Nicole   Yes Remove   

James Simkins Yes Replace 

We should absolutely not have a statue celebrating a man 
responsible for enslaving thousands of human beings in our 
city. Its continued presences ignores the history of the Taino 
people who were murdered and enslaved by Columbus. It is 
also hurtful to our current Native American community since 
Columbus represents the theft of Native American land. The 
commission should first ask the local Native American nations 
what they would like to see replace the statue. If they prefer 
not to be involved in the replacement, then an alternative could 
be placing a statue of a Pittsburgh abolitionist in its place. I 
think Martin Delaney could be a good option.  
 
The statue has to go. It is opposed to the values of our city. 

William Malivuk No No Action   

Deloris Donatelli No No Action   

Diane 
Dontelli Malivuk No No Action 

This is part of our heritage and the history of our country which 
cannot be changed. We learn from history. Statues are not the 
problem. 

Karen Bosco No No Action 

My grandfather was an Italian immigrant to Pittsburgh and 
there was considerable prejudice against Italians at the time. 
The KKK burned a cross on the grounds of the Catholic Church 
in the 1920s in Blairsville, where I grew up. The Columbus 
statue honors the hard work and commitment of these Italian 
immigrants and was something that connected them to 
America.  
The Columbus myth of racial animosity is based on Howard 
Zinn's book. See 'Debunking Howard Zinn' for a more balanced 
view of Columbus.  
If we apply perfection to the past, should Martin Luther King 
statues be torn down because he had cheated on his wife 
numerous times? 

Catherine Urbanek No No Action 

I went to college in Pittsburgh and visit when I can. This statue 
should absolutely not be removed; had Columbus never sailed 
for America, Pittsburgh wouldn’t even exist. 

Johanna Colaizzi Yes Remove   



Antonella tommasi No No Action   

James Lapallo No No Action   

Searrah Bierker Yes Remove   

Debbie   No No Action   

Cadee France No Remove   

Rose Parente No No Action   

Mariann Zottola Yes No Action we wish for Christopher Columbus statue to remain as is 

Meredith Howard Yes No Action 
Very big part of the American-Italian culture; not bothering 
anyone nor anything; leave statue in tact where it is. 

Barb Skrinjar Yes No Action   

Lucy Cardillo Yes No Action part of my heritage.  let it stay where it is. 

Angelia Berardini Yes No Action please leave the statue as is. 

Nina   No Remove   

emily howe Yes Remove 

Indigenous groups lived in and were stewards of the Americas 
for thousands of years prior to Christopher Columbus arriving. 
Soon after, Columbus committed genocide against these first 
nations and exploited the land for his own selfish gain. Thus, it 
seems quite obvious that these aren't acts we should 
commemorate in a statue. Instead, we must revise our 
narratives to condemn the atrocities committed by Columbus 
and European colonizers throughout the Americas while also 
honoring and learning about the indigenous groups unjustly 
killed and displaced. 

Annie Waters Yes Remove   

Campbell Peters Yes Remove   

Kate Malley No Remove 

I am a youth in the Pittsburgh area.  I do not want to grow up 
with a statue of a racist, colonialist, murderer in my city.  I do 
not want my children to grow up exposed to this statue.  I hope 
that the voices of the young people of Pittsburgh are heard.  
Please listen. 

maze   Yes Remove aye 

Deb Robinson No No Action   

elena   Yes Remove   

Richard Rosenthal Yes Replace   

Honoria   Yes Remove   

Alison Harvill Yes Replace   

Lindsey Fortes Yes Remove   

Melissa Ryan No Remove   

Nico   Yes Remove   

Brookelynn herrera Yes Remove   

Thalia King Yes Replace   

Olivia Lingard Yes Remove   

Sonya Coltin Yes Remove   

Almuthenna Baled Yes Replace Replace with a Harriet Tubman statue 



Angelina Cottrill Yes Remove   

Christian Daniel No No Action 
History should not be removed/altered. This history should be 
remembered and is important to many Americans. 

Jacob Voelker Yes Remove   

Elias   Yes Remove   

Irene   Yes Alter 

I moved to the US from Italy 5 years ago. It's so shameful and 
disappointing that with all the brilliant minds that came from 
my country to yours, from Rita Levi-Montalcini to  
Enrico Fermi, you insist on celebrating an unprincipled criminal. 
If you truly want to honor the contributions of my country to 
yours, you could instead erect a statue to the many Italian 
immigrants that left everything behind to come to America, 
yearning for a better life. Grazie Pittsburgh 

Amy Matz Yes Remove   

Violet Wright Yes Remove   

Kate Harris Yes Replace 

Instead of honoring a man mistakenly found the Americas and 
quickly resorted to enslaving the indigenous he met, why don't 
we create a tribute to the indigenous who lived here before 
colonial settlement. That is a history that is less known and 
deserves to be more honored. 

mic   No No Action Put law breakers IN JAIL for a long time ! PROBLEM solved ! 

Ian Winner Yes Replace   

Greg Esposito No No Action Please refer to my previously sent letter. 

Santo Paese No No Action   

Kylie Mericle Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus is not a man to be celebrated. End of 
story. There are so many people in our country’s history that 
spent their lives fighting for equality and justice, and yet we 
choose to honor someone who did the opposite. This is an 
embarrassment to our city. 

emma   Yes Remove christopher columbus should not be celebrated 

Anabel Blackford Yes Remove 

This state is racist, a symbol 
of hate to all people of color, and should be removed 
immediately. 

kyra honey Yes Remove   

Michael   Yes Remove   

annie   Yes Remove   

Keyasia Harrison Yes Remove   

Corinne   Yes Remove 
This statue represents a history of repression in this Nation.  
Removing this statue will be small step in the right direction. 

kendall m Yes Remove   

Margaret Balich Yes Remove 
Or replace with a statue of a black activist/artist/change-maker 
from Pittsburgh. 

Kieren   Yes Remove   

Madison Travaglino Yes Remove   



Marissa Chan Yes Remove   

Katie Fanrak Yes Remove   

Alexander Ganias Yes Replace   

Dorothy Sica No No Action 

Stop trying to change and bury our history. Tearing down a 
statue serves no purpose. You are allowing a few people make 
a terrible decision. 

Lexy Lott Yes Remove   

Bill fenwick No No Action 

I visit Pittsburgh frequently and you should consider your 
guests‘ comments as well as city dwellers especially if you want 
us to continue to enjoy your historic and beautiful city. 

Eliza Hall Yes Remove   

Danielle Minty Yes Replace 

The statute of Columbus most definitely needs to come down, 
based on his numerous terrible human rights violations. But I 
think it should also be replaced with a statue of an Indigenous 
and/or Black person who has done good in society, to better 
amplify these voices that have historically been silenced. 

MaryRose Noto No No Action   

Holt Barnitz Yes Remove 

This is an outdated monument. There is no reason for the city 
to keep it up. Please remove it now. It is a celebration of 
indigenous genocide and has no place in Pittsburgh in 2020. 

Travis   Yes Replace   

Max Cameron Yes Replace 
I don’t think Christopher Columbus is a historical figure we 
should be celebrating in pittsburgh 

Yara Consiglio No No Action   

Jack Slay No No Action   



Caroline Sefcik Yes Replace 

As a community, as in a relationship, we make compromises. 
Some city residents feel the statue is tied to feelings of 
belonging (Italian immigrants). Some residents feel it 
represents American values, which is actually a result of 
incomplete, white-washed, and misleading history lessons 
rooted in a racially unjust society. And very many residents feel 
threatened, oppressed, and terrorized by its presence in their 
daily lives. In the spirit of justice, remove and replace this 
statue with one of a Black individual. In the spirit of 
compromise, hold public forums to decide who it should be, 
and create a different public artwork related to Italian heritage 
which does NOT include Columbus in name or in figure. 
 
When a public statue harms people, in many senses of the 
world, it cannot remain in place. Let's remember a basic 
principle of medicine and of research: do not harm. Yet 
historically, both fields have exploited minority populations in 
repulsive ways. Righting these wrongs also involves the public 
eye, and it involves representation. How many statues do 
African American residents see when they travel around the 
city? If you were an African American citizen, how would that 
make you feel? No wonder Pittsburgh has a track record of 
being "livable" for white people but not for Black or Brown 
people. The city must hold itself accountable for its place in the 
broader movement for justice. 

Angela Prestia No No Action 

You cannot change history.  The Columbus Statue honors the 
deeds of the man 
This incredible country we have is thanks to men like 
Christopher Columbus.  He lived at a different time .   To some 
extent, we are all a product of our time of life 
and the environment in which we are raised.  His achievements 
are to be remembered and honored. 

Marco piccolo No No Action 
This is a part of the Italian culture no culture is perfect. This 
does not mean you can remove someone’s heritage. 

John Blankenship Yes No Action   

madalyn   Yes Replace   

Emily Harvey No Replace   

Ashanti Duncan No Remove   

June Otten Yes Remove 

We need to remove altars celebrating racist genocidal 
murderers from our city, and end the celebration of these 
harrowing figures to raise children who don’t have to grow up 
in a world that lies about our history. 

Zoë Burch Yes Remove   

Rachel Webb Yes Remove   

greg pasman No No Action   



Yassmine Kelly Yes Replace 
The statue should be replaced with a history black figure. For 
example, Malcolm X 

Michelle   No No Action This is our history. We must not forget nor alter the past. 

Gregory Falvo Yes No Action   

Warren Ciabattoni No No Action   

Dominick   Yes No Action 

The Italian immigrants of Pittsburgh and the Oakland 
community help fund to rectify this statue back in the 20 
century when they first migrated to the Oakland community. 
Why take down history where it can still stand s  it signifies 
many of the different races that still and did land in America 
and Oakland. I an an Italian American find it offensive that your 
taking something down my ancestors help fund. Now do I 
support what Columbus did by killing people no but it was the 
dark ages . To me Christopher Columbus symbolizes my italian 
ancestors who one lived in Oakland who help build Oakland 
populated Oakland and make it beautiful which I can not say 
much of our university’s that ruined Oakland and made it 
trashy. 

Jessica McPherson Yes Remove 

It is far past time to remove monuments to genocide. There are 
MANY other people who could be honored with Italian 
heritage. 

Karen Henery No Remove   

Diane 
Dontelli Ciabattoni No No Action 

i think that the statute should remain as is and where it is..  If it 
absolutely must be removed it should be carefully moved to a 
safe place where Italian Americans and all citizens can see it.   
The statue is a symbol for Italian Americans to the heart and 
soul of what all immigrants endured to create a better life for 
their families and the future.  I strongly believe that everyone's 
culture is important and we should learn from the negatives but 
appreciate the progress that we all have made.  The 
Christopher Columbus statue represents so much to so many 
and we should respect and preserve all that helps people 
appreciate the things that we are fortunate to have in this 
country.  Thank you. 

Jerri McGuire Yes Remove   

michael orlando No No Action   



Les Pearce No No Action 

The United States was founded upon principal, values and 
ethics. I really question the motives of people all across this 
nation that are trying to change, alter and remove all traces of 
American history and heritage. Why? A people that knows not 
it's self or it's roots will soon wander in complete darkness and 
despair. Our nation is already there due to the striping down of 
Christian roots which is in place for the good of mankind so that 
man would know what is right and what is wrong. A nation that 
refuses knowledge and wisdom will soon be lost in it's own 
ignorance and will perish. So why are those who want to 
remove this statue set on doing so? Does it offend some people 
that people in the past accomplished something with their life? 
Do you want to replace it which godless thinking and random 
creation of American history? Is it another attack on all that 
America has done that is good in the world? I have concluded 
as a student of American history and a degree in Government 
that there is an agenda to try to remove America from the 
position of a sovereign nation which is devilish. America and it's 
history needs to be cherished and learned. You who are 
stripping America of it's heritage are generally against a God 
who reigns sovereign over all nations through His Son The Lord 
Jesus Christ. Remember your life is but a wisp and all will stand 
for the good and bad that one has done in this life before the 
King of Creation. 

Nicholas Masciatonio No No Action   

Paulette fazio Yes No Action   

Kaylyn Frishkorn Yes No Action   

barbara pace No Replace 

My paternal grandparents are from Italy.  Given what we know 
today of the hurtful actions Columbus did, I'm embarrassed 
we've held him to such high esteem.  There are countless other 
Italians we could be proudly honoring who have not harmed 
individuals as Columbus clearly did. He DID NOT discover 
America.  American Indians were living in their OWN homeland 
and Columbus wasn't even aware of where he actually landed.  
How about Leonardo Di Venci as an alternative? His 
contributions to our earth are numerous.  Given that he was 
homosexual it would give credence to those currently 
discriminated against as well.  bp 

Joshua Jost Yes Replace   

Anna Maria Nichol Yes No Action 

Quit judging people from the past on modern standards. If you 
do that, and FAIRLY apply it to EVERYONE (even people you 
support) no one will be left to stand. 

Andrea   No No Action   

Jacob Nichol No No Action   



Matthew 
James Nichol Yes No Action 

Columbus is the most mischaracterized person in history today. 
1) he was not a genocidal maniac. 90% of Natives died from 
disease since they had not developed anti-bodies that other 
continents had. When anyone: European, African, or Asian, 
would have come disease would have ripped through the 
population. 2) Natives didn't live in a peaceful paradise. Aztecs 
were famous for capturing & sacrificing their enemies. We get 
the modern word "cannibal" from the Caribs tribe. 3) many 
quotes are taken out of context. "With 50 men I could enslave 
them all." The real translation is "subjugate" & if you look at the 
entire passage implies "subjects of the Spanish crown" not 
slaves. People also quote where he talked about the trafficking 
occurring in the new world. If you read his ENTIRE letter, he is 
complaining about it, trying to get it to stop. Yet people pick 
quotes out to try & prove he is evil. Imagine you complain 
about an injustice & someone takes your quote to show that 
you support that injustice.  
 
America is a nation that was worth founding. It all started with 
the bravery of Columbus, to make a journey where no man had 
gone before. Was he perfect? No. But nobody is. And to 
pretend that we should rip down statues of every person who 
did great things but also did some bad, there would be no one 
left. Imagine you have the guts and skill to pilot a rocket that 
lands on Mars. Would people in the future remove your statue 
because of anything bad you have done in your past? Thank 
you. 

Ananya   Yes Replace   

Thomas Giuntini Yes No Action   

Roseanne Giuntini Yes No Action   

Sophia   Yes Replace 

Let's work together to decide the best way to artistically 
represent a history that does NOT include eurocentric lies. 
Christopher Columbus was a rapist who committed genocide. 
Italians really want him to represent them? We can image a 
new future together ONLY when we honestly acknowledge the 
past. 

Lauren Hoffman Yes Remove   

Kate Litak Yes Remove   

Carlena Hill Yes Remove   

Tori   Yes Remove   

Claire DuPont Yes Remove   

Jamar Thrasher No Remove   

Joseph Pulcini Yes No Action   

Sandra Pulcini Yes No Action   

Sara Waechter No Replace   

Philip Conte No No Action   



Lisa Urich No No Action   

Carlyn Santistevan Yes Replace 
Christopher Columbus was/ is garbage. He got lost,  enslaved 
natives,  and does not deserve a statue. 

Caitlin Carey Yes Replace   

Paschal Belculfine No No Action 

The history behind this courageous explorer of the 15th 
Century should be studied before going off on a tangent by  
getting an educated viewpoint  of the event.   Perhaps he may 
not have been a 100%, without guilt, individual, but you have to 
consider the political, socio-economic culture of the time.     
Europe needed to expand to take care of its population in order 
to survive the poverty, lack of proper sanitation practices due 
to crowding of its cities, inability to advance out of  their class 
of standing in feudel times.   The mindset at this time was that 
the earth was flat, sea monsters existed in the vast oceans, 
ships would fall of the edge of the ocean into an abyss and 
perish.    Columbus was very courageous to undertake this 
adventure with the many unknowns and perils that he and his 
crew would encounter in their voyage.   His discovery was 
based on what little was known at the time and resulted in 
additional voyages by other famous discoverers of the 
Americas.    It is very difficult to give all the actual events that 
took place for this period in time.  All that should be said is that 
before rushing into any 
uneducated decision, history should be discussed in this point 
of time.   Many historical leaders had faults, but their courage 
and venturing into the unknown should be weighed in an 
unbiased critique. 
We need to have heroes in our lives to give us incentive to 
discover the unknowns. 
Please open your minds to history before rushing into rash 
judgement!!!! 

Kathleen Greenspan Yes Replace   

BALAJI CHERUKURI No Remove   

Jessica Mann No Remove 

Our city needs to be serious about its goals to become 
inclusive. That includes removing statues which serve as shrines 
to colonialism. 

Amy Dwyer Yes Remove 
Remove and install interactive art/community activity space (eg 
splash pad, giant piano, etc) 

Connieann Divincenzo-Kerns No No Action   

William Yanicko No No Action   

Maureen May Yes Replace   

Amber 
Martin Martin Yes Remove   

Nicholas Masciatonio No No Action   



George Coppola No No Action 

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, and being of Italian desent, the 
statue has been there as long as I can remember and my 
youngest child who is 45 has seen the statue, What real  reason 
is there to move it.  It has been there leave it alone.  You moved 
the Stephen Foster statue I don't know how many years it has 
been there but when I took my children to the Christmas 
display at the museum it was there and was bothered by no 
one till now.  One could say that they were offended by 
Freedom Corner and as a person who was being raised on the 
lower hill Bedford Avenue across from Washington Park, what 
difference does it make.  There are so many ethnic statues 
around why not take them all down.  Please leave it alone. 
Thank you. 

Kimberly Donovan No Alter 

I think it would be better to Educate on what this statue means 
in a broad spectrum. Alter the statue in a way that makes 
someone question why it is altered (in an artist way of course) 
then have an engaging education display about what the 
symbol of Christopher Columbus means to people who a not 
white.  
I am not a Pittsburgh resident but I visit Oakland and Schenley 
Park often. 

Joseph Taormina No No Action 

To whom it may concern, Italian/Anerican  lives matter too. We 
believe that all lives matter. Italian/Americans have contributed 
immensely toward this beautiful country of ours.  Despite 
discrimination, poor wages and hard times , we were 
determined to make it and we did. From Art, to exploration, 
education,  design, engineering and food ( just as an example ), 
The Italian/American community is as important to this country 
as any other contributor. And, to deny it’s place in Anerican 
history is wrong and would be at the very least , discriminatory. 
And that I’m sure you don’t want to be part of. Thank you for 
this important opportunity. Joseph Taormina 

Jeffrey DeSimone No No Action   

Amy Clemente Yes Remove   

Roberta Acchione No No Action   

Bernard Costanza No No Action Columbus was NOT Cortes. 

Connie Cavara Yes Remove 
Columbus was a mass murder (In addition to other atrocities)  
& should not be honored with a statue. Please remove. 

Michael Holland No No Action 

I am of Italian heritage on my Mother’s side (Cavallo).  For the 
past 130 years, Columbus statues have been a symbol that 
represent the contributions Italian Americans have made to our 
country, as well as serving as a remembrance of the hardship, 
prejudice and bigotry our ancestors had to overcome in their 
quest to find a better life for all of us in America. We are 
entitled to celebrate our heritage and accomplishments, just as 
all other groups are. 



Leslie Atcheson No Replace 
It should be removed at the very LEAST Columbus was a 
monster. 

JUDITH 
LUCARDI-
SENNING No No Action 

FOR GOD'S SAKE LEAVE THIS STATUE AS IT IS!! DOES ANYONE 
IN THEIR LEGITIMATE RIGHT MIND..ITALIAN OR ANY OTHER 
NATIONALITY REALLY THINK THAT REMOVING ANY STATUE OF 
HISTORIC SIGNIFICANCE WILL BLOT OUT THE HISTORY THAT 
CAME WITH IT??...REMOVING HISTORY WILL NOT CHANGE IT 
NOR WILL DISRESPECT ALTER HISTORY IN ITSELF!! AND WE 
MUST STOP BENDING OVER BACKWARDS TO PROTESTERS!!  
AND KISSING KEYSTERS ...WHY?? ALL YOU WILL OBTAIN FROM 
THAT...A BACKACHE! I LIVE IN NEW YORK WHICH IS OVER RUN 
WILL PROTESTERS, TROUBLE-MAKERS AND IDIOTS...THE 
STATUE STAYS!.. I AM ADOPTED (ENGLISH/SCANDINAVIAN) BUT 
I HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE TO BE RAISED IN AN ITALIAN 
HOUSEHOLD...THANK YOU. 

Denise Vivolo No No Action   

John James Consiglio No No Action Please keep the statue in the park. 

Nicole Summerhill No Replace 

O-si-yo (Hello), 
 
My name is Nicole Summerhill and I’m a proud Pittsburgher 
and Indigenous woman of the Cherokee Nation. Pittsburgh is 
unceded Wazhazhe (Osage), Shaawanwaki (Shawnee), and 
Onon-dowa-gah (Seneca) territory. Many local names, including 
our three rivers, reflect our region’s rich Indigenous history. 
 
In a city that wants to claim that we’re “Stronger Than Hate”, 
we have to create a more equitable and inclusive culture. For us 
Indigenous peoples, Christopher Columbus represents the 
hateful, racist colonization that we’re still feeling the impact of. 
The statue of him at Schenley Park would be better suited for a 
museum where people can be educated about the atrocities he 
caused.  
 
When my Irish great-grandparents and Cherokee great-
grandparents were forced to leave their homelands, they chose 
Pittsburgh as their new home because it represented a hopeful 
future. Unfortunately, my family and I still face discrimination 
on the basis of our Indigeneity (though I’m white-passing) and 
it’s a slap in the face to see a figure like Christopher Columbus 
displayed amongst statues of historical figures who actually 
brought good to our city.  
 
It would be a sign of good faith and reparation to not just 
remove the statue, but to replace it with a local Indigenous 
figure (like Guyasuta), or at the very least do something to 
support the local Indigenous community via the Council of 
Three Rivers American Indian Center.  



 
Wa-do (Thank you) for your time! 

Jane Olszewski Yes Remove 

Not sure why we have a statue of a known murderer and rapist. 
Something honoring the indigenous people of the region In its 
place would be the least we could do. 

Stephanie Christy No Remove 

I am a certified Secondary School Social Studies Teacher and I 
would love to see our statues honor public figures who served 
all of humanity and not just those who were white and 
privileged. Please remove this statue, we have moved beyond 
its original symbolism as a community to a deeper 
understanding of the true impact of white explorers on the 
indigenous peoples of this land 

Britta Carlson Yes Replace 

It would be nice if the statue were replaced with something 
that also acknowledges the previous statue and its reason for 
being removed.  It’s historical in context and should connect 
and be meaningful for the future. 



Douglas Lengenfelder No No Action 

After a 30-year career in the military and 4 years as a county 
commissioner, I feel I have served our nation in many ways.  I 
have been to over 55 nations, been a combat commander in 
the Philippines hunting Abu Sayyaf terrorists, worked for four 
different US ambassadors and was the Defense Attache to 
Argentina.  I was in the Pentagon on 9-11, taught for both the 
United States Air Force (multiple times) and a local community 
college and have a BS in Chemistry (USAF Academy), a MS in 
Computer Science, a MA in Public Administration and a MS in 
National Security Strategy. 
If we choose to change history or to ignore what is the real 
history of our nation, we will be condemned to repeat that 
history - going against the very reason for these people's 
protests.  What these protesters pretend to accomplish is to 
make people more tolerant - while they are absolutely 
intolerant of others choices/beliefs.  This is a slippery slope that 
our nation is embarking on: dangerous for our society at best 
and destructive, divisive and life threatening at worst. 
You may be able to vote your way into socialism, but you will 
have to fight your way out of it.  I have seen and lived in many 
types of governments and I have never seen a socialist 
government work for the people - especially after they run out 
of money. 
Whether you agree with what happened or not, don't tear 
down or lie about our history ... learn from it! 
From someone who has seen/experienced the real world first 
hand, 
Doug Lengenfelder 

Maxwell Bulger Yes Replace 

As history moves forward, we must move forward with it. 
Columbus brought us here, but the pride is gone and impact of 
his actions are clear.  
 
Please replace or remove. And leave Columbus to the facts of 
history, which do not warrant Public a statue. 

Erin Morgan Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a human trafficker and slave trader 
who got lost looking for India. Despite my ancestors 
immigrating from Italy, I am against this statue and all that it 
stands for: the notion Columbus “discovered America.” 

Phyllis Perillo No No Action 

Columbus deserves his place in history for his accomplishments. 
Please know that he never stepped foot in the United States. 
Moreover, it is time to end discrimination against Italians and 
Columbus. 

PAUL CRAVINHO No No Action   

Rachel Schmidt Yes Remove   

Abby Stubenbort Yes Remove 
Those who commit genocide have no place being memorialized 
in our city. 



Dominick Masciantonio No No Action 

It would be a slap in the face to all Italian-Americans to have 
the statue removed after all of these years. Social and ethnic 
discrimination and injustice occurred against Italian immigrants 
during the 1900s. You do not hear Italian-Americans 
complaining and protesting. 
 
Some people need to get a life and stop complaining and 
pulling the race and social injustice card every chance they get 
and instead of tearing down historical statutes and monuments 
focus their efforts on helping th o educate others so present 
and future social injustice doesn't occur. 

george shurina No No Action   

Gaggan Boparai Yes Replace 

This is a poorly framed poll as opposition to the statue is 
divided into three while in-favor are grouped together giving 
them larger effect. 

mario palmieri Yes No Action   

Mario   Yes Remove   

Maddie   Yes Remove   

charlee   Yes Remove   

Carol Caracciolo No No Action 

The statues and parades symbolize unity in the fight against any 
and all discrimination, and we refuse to have this history 
hijacked by lawless protesters! The assault against all statues 
must end, particularly Christopher Columbus! We have 
watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled, 
vandalized, or disgraced Columbus monuments throughout the 
country with little resistance from police or city leadership. We 
urge you to preserve our history and heritage that we fight and 
died for! 

Chloe Baker Yes Remove   

Emily Born Yes Remove 
We need to remove divisive figures from our city. We need to 
be a city of love rather than hate and division. 

ANTHONY PAVLIK No No Action   

Vincent Amabile No No Action 

It stands for  all the Italian immigrants who came to this country 
to provide a better life for themselves and for their families. 
They are descendants of them a great debt of gratitude and this 
is what the statue stands for. 

Larry Scott No No Action 

I had been a resident of the CITY for over 20 years before 
moving just out of the city limits.  The statue is part of our 
history , and we should honor our history. 

annemarie leonard No No Action   

Tim Leonard No No Action   

anthony Filardi Yes No Action   

Connor Alexander Yes No Action   

Lynne Badstibner No No Action 
Why?  What is wrong with Christopher Columbus???!!  Not 
perfect, but no one is! 



Dave Roscoe No No Action 

For good or bad, we cannot change history. One cannot take 
today's version of right or wrong and compare it to what life 
was like in those times. The world was much different then. 

Hannah Meek Yes Remove   

Michelle Pelizoto No No Action   

Kelly Hiser Yes Remove   

Dara Tomassi Yes No Action 

This statue represents the Italian contribution to our City.  
Italian Americans should be given the same rights as those that 
are permitted to protest.  These demonstrators have random 
demands.  We need to stop letting these groups erase our 
history.  No one has to visit the statue if they didn’t respect him 
but leave our history and the representation of hard working 
Italians alone. 

Kate   Yes Remove   

Libera Amella No No Action 

The Italian Contributions in America whether  in Pittsburg, 
Manhattan or anywhere in the US for that matter should mean 
something.  Therefore  
the statue should remain for both it’s historical significance and 
respect to the Italian population. 

Judith 
Amato Dolce No No Action 

Let the statue remain. For educational purposes a plaque with 
positives and negatives about the life journey of Christopher 
Columbus as outlined in the history books. 

Robert Ciullo11 No No Action   

Lauren Jost Yes Replace 

The statue refers to him as “Discoverer of America.” It is well 
known he did not actually ever step foot in North Maerica, nor 
did anyone “discover” a land already inhabited by Indigenous 
people. It is also well known he committed many heinous 
atrocities against Indigenous people and Spanish settlers in the 
lands he did reach. There are other ways to honor Italian-
American heritage, though honoring the Indigenous people 
should also be strongly considered. 

Markos Xenakis No No Action   

Patricia Conte No No Action   

Brynn   Yes Replace 

Replace the statue of a colonizer and murderer (Columbus) 
with a statue that you honors either a Black freedom fighter or 
an Indigenous person native or significant to the land that 
Pittsburgh occupies. 

Madison Stubblefield Yes Replace   

Lahia Annis-Christy Yes Remove 

I am strongly in favor of the removal of this statue of 
Christopher Columbus. He perpetrated so many atrocities, and 
paved the way for an incomprehensible level of violence and 
murder. We should commemorate people who bring peace and 
unity to the world. A statue of Christopher Columbus 
represents white supremacy and genocide. That is not what I 
was put on a pedestal in my city. 



Anna Meyer Yes Remove   

Sarah   Yes Remove   

Jason Rafalak Yes Remove 

It’s not appropriate for someone who contributed to genocide 
of Native Americans to be celebrated in this way. It’s not a 
matter of Italian heritage; there are countless other Italians 
worth celebrating. You wouldn’t celebrate Hitler because you 
wanted to acknowledge German heritage. 

Connor 
Michael McGrath Yes Remove   

Robert Kennedy No Remove   

Lorelei Laffey No No Action   

Steven Massaro No No Action   

VICKI VENTO Yes No Action   

Bryan Bowman Yes Remove 
We should not celebrate the genocide of an entire nation of 
people that was started by this man. 

Ruth Isaacson Yes Remove   

R.L. Peretti No No Action   

David Marchetti No No Action 

History is History, Good, Bad or Indifferent. Leave History alone. 
 
Most of us Americans have had enough of this Destructive 
Stupidity. 
 
You can represent Most of America, or be remembered as the 
suckers for fools. 

Denita parrish Yes Remove   

Catherine Holzman Yes Remove 

Replacing the statue with something more dignified is ideal, 
and should be a community decision. However, removal of the 
current statue is a crucial first step. 

Mary Ann Moore No No Action 
I was born and raised in Pittsburgh, and spend time there.  I still 
have an invested interest in what happens in my city. 

richard celio No No Action   

Anna Mae Caracciolo No No Action 

This statue has been in Pittsburgh for years and years.  Please 
do not remove it.  I definitely do not agree with the movement 
of the statues.  Christopher Columbus statue is a great 
representation of my Italian heritage. 

Anna Mae Caracciolo Yes No Action I want this statue to remaim!!!! 

Paul Dalmazio No No Action   

louis difrancesco No No Action   



Thomas Iovino No No Action 

Truly, we can many things wrong with all our statues around 
the world.  But they lived in different times when norms were 
totally different than they are today.  This was 500 years ago.  
Columbus statues go hand in hand with  Italian history and 
acceptance in the USA,  Italians, Irish, Spanish and of course 
Blacks and many other ethnic groups Have been persecuted.  
Statues represent a recognition of positive heritage.  Let thee 
without sin cast the first stone.  None of us are perfect.  All of 
us look for and up to heroes.  Did Columbus do horrible things 
by present standards, surely.  By standards 500 years ago, I 
don’t know.  But he certainly accomplished something fantastic 
as well.  All of us are not perfect.  I would encourage caution 
and be wary of over action. 

GL Johnson Yes Remove 

"   There are two main ways in which those who have travelled 
to this part of the world pretending to be Christians [with 
Columbus] have uprooted these pitiful peoples and wiped them 
from the face of the earth. First, they have waged war on them: 
unjust, cruel, bloody and tyrannical war. Second, they have 
murdered anyone and everyone who has shown the slightest 
sign of resistance, or even of wishing to escape the torment to 
which they have subjected him. 
 
    This latter policy has been instrumental in suppressing the 
native leaders, and, indeed, given that the Spaniards normally 
spare only women and children, it has led to the annihilation of 
all adult males, whom they habitually subject to the harshest 
and most iniquitous and brutal slavery that man has ever 
devised for his fellow-men, treating them, in fact, worse than 
animals. " 

ron Bellistri No No Action Please preserve the history of our GREAT COUNTRY 

Bryan Gatto Yes No Action 

To remove the Christopher Columbus statue  from the public 
view and conscious is to deny Italian-Americans of one of their 
primary contributions to the Americas. The Americas have 
fostered human rights, the world’s longest living democracy, 
and innovation unlike any other civilization has brought to the 
world. The story of America is a new liberal view of life and 
government, and the pursuit of freedom for all of its people. 
Something not seen in feudal Europe of the Middle Ages and 
before. While America is not perfect by any means, ours has 
been a story of living up to those lofty goals, a story that really 
begins with Christopher Columbus. Columbus did something 
unprecedented in human history - connecting 2 completely 
different groups of humans on opposite ends of the globe 
together. In closing, I do wholeheartedly appreciate the venue 
to vote and have my opinion heard, but to ignore history 
and/or to ban it from the public consciousness because it does 
not fit your personal or political narrative, is wrong. 



Maya Weaver Yes Replace   

Robert Meringolo No No Action 

Italian Americans have made enormous contributions to every 
aspect of the American life we know today. We are more than 
insipid movies by Robert Deniro. We are Supreme Court 
Justices, surgeons, philanthropists, educators and leaders in 
business. Christopher Columbus is among our greatest icons 
and removal would be a grave insult to the sacrifices of Italian 
Americans. To presume his guilt of of whatever atrocities are 
currently in vogue at the moment without a chance to defend  
himself or his record begs the question of who’s next? 
Eisenhower? MacArthur? Churchill? We’re they Murderers? I 
implore you to drop this pandering now, and show respect for 
some of the people that built the great city of Pittsburgh! 

Audrey Gatto No No Action   

tyl mazur Yes Remove   

Tina   No No Action   

George Honchar No No Action 

The Christopher Columbus statue is a focal point for historical  
discussion. It should be kept in place for just that, historical 
discussion.  
Sincerely,  
George Honchar 

Mary Ann Mattone No No Action   

Clem   No No Action 
Please do not destroy our memories of this important man in 
history! 

Michael Tauro Yes No Action 
This Part Of Are History , Who Are Non Civic People To Demand 
That They Destroy Our History !!! 

Colin Kimbrell No Remove 

Christopher Columbus was, by any reasonable standard, an 
awful person. He wrote a letter in his own hand bragging about 
what a good price he got when he sold nine- and ten-year-old 
girls into sexual slavery, which you can still read if you are so 
inclined. He ordered that the nose and ears of a starving man 
be cut off after he was caught stealing food. His men hunted 
natives for sport, feeding their corpses to the dogs when the 
hunt was over, and often decapitated exhausted slaves because 
it was less effort than untying them. He actively discouraged 
the conversion of natives to Christianity, because if they did so 
he would no longer be able to enslave them. Thousands of 
natives committed suicide because it was their only way of 
escaping relentless rape and torture. 
 
Continuing to honor a person guilty of such things would be an 
error second only to the decision to create a statue of him in 
the first place. What kind of values can a culture be said to have 
if it holds up one such as that as a paragon? 



Karen 
Legotte Langdon No No Action 

We must learn from the past and not erase our country's 
history by taking down statues. Whether is the Christopher 
Columbus or Abraham Lincoln. 

Mary Ann Huffman No No Action   

Lisa Solomon Yes No Action   

Linda Gisonda No No Action   

Shori Sims Yes Replace 

Pittsburgh should be honoring the indigenous leaders that have 
shown resilience despite displacement: not the genocidal 
colonizers who displacement them. 

Thomas Sculco No No Action 

I am greatly opposed to the destruction of our history and 
those who made the United States what it is today.  
Christopher Columbus showed incredible courage to venture to 
the New World without accurate maps and through harsh and 
fierce danger.  His historical accomplishments are legendary 
and opening up a new continent for expand of civilization 
allowed the United States to develop and evolve into the 
greatest nation in the world.  His treatment of local peoples 
was in keeping with his time in history and should not detract 
from his unique and great bravery and perseverance. 

Mark Licnerski No No Action   

Harriett Weis Yes Alter 

If Columbus willfully determined all that has happened in this 
hemisphere since 1492, he should be held accountable and the 
statue taken down but I don't believe that anyone alleges that. 
If some retribution should be taken for everything has 
happened since then, we should all be sent back to Europe or 
wherever our ancestors came from, but I don't think that that 
has been proposed. A statue does not stand for a single 
moment in history but an entire constellations of ideas and 
events that change as our backward perspective on the past 
changes. Although decisions about our communal civic decor 
should always be made on a case by case basis, the anger 
vented against this particular statue (or its brothers elsewhere) 
seems to make it a scapegoat for all the many indignities and 
illegalities perpetrated on native peoples of the hemisphere 
over the intervening centuries. This is complicated by the 
positive histories and associations that the statue had for other 
groups at the time that it was funded and raised. If the statue 
comes down, the indignities and illegalities experienced by 
Native Americans will remain so the fixation with this piece of 
metal is not one that I understand. Its easier to argue about a 
piece of metal than it is to change the present but I would 
prefer to look for long overdue solutions for the indignities and 
illegalities that have accrued under colonization and its 
nineteenth-twentieh-century aftermath-- those cannot be laid 
at Columbus' feet. 



Paul Fabrizio No No Action 

The contributions that Christopher Columbus made to the 
colonization of the Americas has been totally distorted by 
numerous people. They present numerous negative things that 
happened to the native tribes after Columbus came to the 
Americas. They neglect to note the atrocities that those tribes 
were perpetuating on each other and the attempts made by 
Columbus to socialize the population. Of course, there were a 
number of men who came over with Columbus and many 
afterward who committed atrocities against the native tribes. 
That seems to be the nature of man. To hold Columbus 
responsible for these actions is very short-sighted. To many 
Italian people, Columbus is a National Hero as he paved the 
way to the Americas. He is more than just a man, more than a 
symbol. Taking down his statue does nothing but give credence 
to those who wish to re-write history. Columbus is definirely 
part of Americas history. As Basil Russo, President of The Italian 
Sons & Daughters of America points out, "Columbus' bold 
journey planted the seeds of the great American experiment 
and opened the door to more then 500 years of immigration by 
people from around the world seeking better lives for their 
families. This is what Columbus statues stand fro. This is the 
legacy we are fighting to preserve." As a person who was born 
and raised in the Oakland section of Pittsburgh and who has 
spent many hours enjoying all that Schenley Park has to offer, I 
implore you to take no action against the Columbus statue. 

Mike Murphy Yes No Action 
Good or Bad it's the history of this country so leave all statues 
and monuments alone. 

Frank Calabro No No Action 

Columbus is a symbol of Italian immigration, tradition and 
culture.  
 
In 1924, the US passed a law, the Immigration Act of 1924, 
which significantly limited the number of immigrants from 
southern Italy and Greece, on their discriminatory basis of their 
dark skin and lack of education, well as Eastern European Jews, 
on the basis of their religion. 
 
To disrespect the Italian people by taking down a Columbus 
statue would be to reestablish the discrimination that occurred 
from 1924 until the 1950s. 

Sunda Marie Guinta No No Action 

To remove the statue is to satisfy the demands of one group 
and disrespect another. 
There is no reason to remove any monument.  Use it as a tool 
to further education about a specific individual or subject.  It 
just takes common sense - an honest historical account and a 
plaque mounted on the base that details subject matter for 
people to read and "learn". 

Amy Peri Yes No Action   



Tina 
DeGregorio Bialek Yes No Action 

I have the distinction of being both Italian-American AND 
Native American. As such, I feel uniquely qualified to comment 
on this subject.   
 
Columbus Day was declared a national holiday by President 
Benjamin Harrison in 1892 as a statement against the bigotry 
directed against Italian-Americans that ultimately lead to the 
lynching of 11 Italian vine workers in New Orleans and which 
pushed Italian immigrants, themselves also subject to Jim Crow 
laws, to the very edges of society. The statues, parades and 
celebrations of Christopher Columbus that began following 
Harrison's declaration became the focal point of what would 
evolve to become Italian American culture.  
 
Christopher Columbus was a product of his time. This needs to 
be clearly understood. Interpreting history out of context and 
through a revisionist lens of modern sensibility is a dangerous 
practice. We need only look to the horrific genocides that have 
occurred, and still occur, throughout all of human history as 
proof of that fact.  
 
Furthermore, while we should all sincerely strive for mutual 
understanding and appreciation of the various racial and ethnic 
backgrounds that are the American People, this should not 
occur at the expense of the history, heritage and the unique 
cultural symbols each group possesses that together weave the 
beautiful and colorful fabric of our nation. 

Kathie Marino No No Action Maintain History and LEARN from it. 

Joseph d'ANDREA No No Action 

C.C.. THE MOST CURSED NAVIGATOR...HE WAS A SAILOR LIVING 
IN  THE 15TH CENTURY;SHALL WE DEMOLISH THE COLOSSEUM 
IN ROME WHERE ATROCITIES TOOK PLACE? WHO SHALL CAST 
THE FIRST STONE? THE STATUE PERSONIFIES THE THE MEN 
AND WOMEN WHO SAILED FOR THE 'MERICA . YES TO 
DISCOVER AND CONQUER ALL ADVERSITIES THEY FOUND.THAT 
STATUE IS I WHO CHOSE TO BE AN AMERICAN. I DEBATED THIS 
ISSUE ON 500TH ANNIVERSARY (1992).PLEASE LEAVE THE 
STATUE ALONE.LET ME GO THERE AND CRY . 

Henry Powers Yes Remove   

edward depersis No No Action 

a statement of my position was forwarded to both the Art 
Commission and Pittsburgh city council.  This issue transcends 
the city borders and is of concern to all Italian=Americans, no 
matter where they live. 

Margaret Soukup No No Action   

Marisa DiMartino No No Action   



Samantha Brown Yes Replace 

The statue of Columbus should be removed. We all know that 
man brought disease and genocide to this continent when he 
"discovered" it.  
 
Replace the statue with a Pittsburgher. There are plenty of 
artists and athletes from Pittsburgh who could be represented 
as a statue. 

Jack Zacharias Yes No Action   

Nicole Palermo No No Action   

John Kowalcheck No No Action   

Paula Foster No No Action 

Please allow the Columbus Statue to remain in its location in 
Schenley Park.  This masterpiece represents a proud heritage of 
our Italian ancestors who united to contribute to the history of 
our great city and to honor those who came before.    I would 
suggest to all those protesters who are expending such energy 
to destroy a wonderful piece of historic artwork, that they focus 
their energy to raise funds for a statue of their own choosing.  
In our city, there is room for everyone. 

Timothy Balchak Yes Replace   

Mahdi Bey Yes Remove   

Francis De Vito No No Action 
It’s an act of desecration to have a historic monument 
removed. History and the Italian heritage are at risk! 

Thomas matarazzo Yes No Action Used to live there 

Frank Somma No No Action 

The Columbus statue is not about Columbus and revering the 
man.  It is a symbol of Italian immigrant acceptance into 
America. 

Ralph Mucerino No No Action 

Columbus, as an explorer, is important to Italian heritage for his 
determination and effort to reach a new world. Italians revere 
him as the embodiment of accomplishment under adverse 
conditions. Italian immigrants had to also endure adversity 
when they migrated to America. Removal of the statue would 
be an affront to Italian Americans and our contributions to 
society. 

L. Saia No No Action   

Anthony Macari No No Action 

Columbus is a symbol of courage, perseverance, and 
exploration, all those qualities that intimately and integrally 
resonate with the everyman, as we are wont to say; the 
“povero Cristo,” as one might say in Italian, those afflicted and 
destitute Italians of the turn of the twentieth century who had 
to leave Italy in order to survive. Hence, their courage to leave, 
their requisite perseverance in order to survive and overcome 
the then anti-Italian discrimination, all of which is accompanied 
by their essential spirit of exploration. 

ted shiff No No Action promote and understand history!! 

Alice Gross No No Action   



Natalee   Yes No Action 

The Christopher Columbus statue is a mark of history and pride 
for the country as a whole, and should not be punished/taken 
down!!! 

Isabel Brum Yes Remove   

Roxann Romano No No Action 

The statue of Columbus is a commemoration of the 
accomplishments of Italian Americans, many of whom have 
endured social prejudice. It is so important to recognize the 
positive accomplishment Italian Americans all over this country. 

Alex Herisko Yes Remove 

His actions were terrible and he should not be memorialized 
with a statue. We need to change the narrative, and speak the 
truth about Columbus. Take him down. If we need to replace it, 
place a statue of a notable and reputable BIPOC person. 

Robert Peracchia No No Action 
Christopher Columbus represents the achievements and 
hardships of Italian American immigrants in this country. 

Victor Ascrizzi No No Action I firmly believe in preserving History 

Nazhe McNeal Yes Remove   

Thomas Ondrey No No Action   

JoAnn Ondrey No No Action   

Florence Spagnolo Yes No Action   

Rita Licnerski Yes No Action   

JoAnn Ondrey No No Action   

Anthony Chiellino No No Action 

This is a beautiful statue that not only commemorates the great 
achievements of Christopher Columbus but over the years has 
become a symbolize the outstanding achievements and great 
sacrifices that all Italian Americans have made in and for 
country!  To remove monument would be an injustice to not 
only Italian Americans but to all Americans. 

William Mascetta No No Action 

We must refrain from spontaneous reactionary moves such as  
applying current modern day ethical and social standards as a 
credible  measure  / critique  history  particularly in excess of 
over 500 years ago . Notwithstanding a healthy debate on the 
historical record surrounding Christopher Columbus  , which 
admittedly includes gaps and speculation , the 
acknowledgement of Columbus is centered on his 
achievements as an EXPLORER , especially considering the 
immense courage and willingness to launch such an mission at 
a time when the degree of unknown and uncertainty 
overshadowed the venture . One can undeniably  find 
tremendous fault and wrongdoing throughout the annals of 
history when viewing through a modern day prism. More 
importantly ,is the lessons learned which enable our on-going 
evolution, as a developing society ,not only in our Country but 
throughout the World .  
Denigrating and  / or erasing the symbolism of historical record 



purely from a vacuum analysis does not bode well for our 
evolution ! 

Jodi Smith No Alter 

A plaque should be placed on this statue which recalls the 
history of slavery and how as a country we will never be proud 
of that time period.  Christopher Columbus was a fearless 
discoverer and did have slaves, which was considered to be the 
norm for that genre of people.  We do not honor him for 
keeping slaves as servants, but as a human being who founded 
our country and has made mistakes along the way. How many 
men or women can announce to the world that they have led a 
perfect, blemish free life?  I would expect not one person.  The 
plaque should set the record straight. No action, removing, 
replacing or destroying the statue teaches us and our future 
generations nothing. 

John Saia No No Action 

As an Italian American, we celebrate Columbus as a symbol of 
accomplishment, which is emblematic of Italian Americans' own 
long fought and continuing battle with prejudice in American 
society. 

Frank Lorenzo No No Action 

Pittsburgh, a great American city, developed by the hard work 
of immigrants from many countries, should not be at the 
forefront of destroying history, by obliterating tributes to 
brave, resourceful explorer , Christopher Columbus. We 
recognize his faults, for he was a 15th  century Man, with 15th 
century social , political and racial ideas. 
If we in the 21st Century set the stage for the destruction of 
history  and its monuments for the sake of Political Correctness, 
what defense of our deeds can we proffer , when 500 years 
from now they are trampled on as well. 



Alex Giobbi No No Action 

my wife spend a lot of our days in Pittsburgh. Dining at 
restaurants,  shopping, Pirate ballgames, festival, participated 5 
k races for years, member of Phipps, cultural  district  events 
and much more. Please keep the statue.  
Thank uou 

Tom Campbell Yes No Action 

Columbus was an Italian explorer who opened the way for 
European exploration and expansion into the new world.  
Without him we might not be here and certainly without his 
intrepid desire to explore Western Civilization, which is 
responsible for our great country, our civilization would not 
have flourished. Columbus was a man of his time and should be 
judged through the lens of his time--a man who crossed a great 
expanse for the sake of exploration.  By putting Columbus on 
trial you put our entire civilization on trial.    
 
"He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at 
her." John 8:7 

Marian Pardo No No Action 

Christopher Columbus' accomplishments  in the face of many 
obstacles are emblematic of Italian immigrants  achievements 
also in the face of many obstacles in voyaging to, then 
persevering in their new land.  As the latter day immigrants did 
not cause  all the history which came after them, neither did 
Columbus cause the course which history took after his singular 
feat.  Chronology is not causality but scientific achievement is 
forever. 
Please celebrate the clearly positive furthering of global 
potential by leaving the Columbus Italian heritage monument in 
place. Thank you. 

Joseph DiMartino No No Action   

David Ricchio No No Action 

It’s hard to understand why the statue of Columbus remains in 
place is in jeopardy . 
The United States Government made Columbus Day a Symbol 
of the Italian American . 
Removing the Columbus symbol is a direct affront on Italian 
Americans. 

Ismail Balla Yes Remove   

Matt Classi No No Action   

Bernadette Castro No No Action   

harry ossman No No Action Christopher Columbus  statue must stay. 

Dominic D’Adamo No No Action   

Beatrice Tusiani No No Action   



John Beaty No No Action 

NO ACTION TO THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS STATUE 
 
Pittsburgh is my neighbor,  and we in Westmoreland County, 
welcome our Pittsburgh neighbors to enjoy the history in our 
county, including Mr Rogers , Bushy Run, Hanna's Town, Unity 
Cemetery, the burial memorial of Benjamin Beatty[in 1776, G 
Washington and his group crossed the Delaware to win over 
the Hessians], direct flights to many vacation areas by Spirit 
Airlines out of Latrobe Airport, the Trump House,  and  many 
many other sites nearby including Fallingwater,  Ohiopyle, and 
many other areas to visit . 
      So this brings me to also wish to preserve those statues and 
busts which make me proud to be a 12th generation  American 
of Scottish-Irish heritage.   Christopher Columbus ranks 
amongst those who I identify with.  The removal or destruction 
would hide a significant part of our history[yet taught in most 
schools], ranks with proceeding to cancel or change  the name 
of the PGh Steelers, or Pirates to please a sparse group of 
people who are acting in a anarchistic manner, solely because 
they  do not like America, for which it stands.  
Perhaps they are inclined to dishonor  other symbols of our 
great America such as, the USA flag, the 10 Commandments, 
prayer, the constitution of the united states, etc. 

Vito Gerbino No No Action   

Joann Palumbo No No Action 

"Columbus" has become a symbol of Italian Pride.    It is not 
about "Columbus" the man.       We cannot pierce the souls and 
hearts of everyone whose art is displayed or whose statue is on 
display.  Of course, looking back years we see oppression of all 
humankind is wrong.    Are we to boycott all things English 
because they were fierce colonizers at one time in history? 

John Minio No No Action   

Edward Constantino No No Action I believe history should be preserved. 

Geraldine DiCostanzo No No Action   

Emilia Nuccio No No Action   

JOSEPH FARINA No No Action 
Erasing history is a slippery slope. There is the man and then 
there is the symbol of Italian American accomplishments 

Evelyn Granieri No No Action 

Though I now live in New York, I proudly was a Pittsburgher for 
12 years and still go there many times a year to visit my family 
there. In Pittsburgh, I was ( and still am) proud to consider 
myself an Italian American and celebrate the contributions and 
history of Italian Americans in the great city of Pittsburgh and 
hope you will view the statue of Columbus as a continuing 
tribute to those faithful citizens. 



William Seidita No No Action 

The Christopher Columbus statue to me and many Others 
represents the very hard working Italians that Migrated to the 
United States, My Grandparents being them.. 
Its a disgrace for it to even be mentioned of being taken down.. 
 
I vote NO ACTION  
 
Thanks for being heard. 

Mark Penna No No Action   

Santi Buscemi No No Action 
He was a hero. He connected two worlds. Attacks on him are an 
outrage! 

George Quartell No No Action   

Allyson Tayao Yes Replace   

Gary George No No Action 

This is a beautiful piece of art. It’s been there for years and 
never bothered anyone. Most people appreciated the piece. 
You can’t erase history by tearing down all these beautiful 
pieces of art. People are offended by everything today and I’m 
sick of it. 

Ginger Kirila Yes No Action 
Please preserve our history and keep our valuable statues in 
place. 

Nicholas DePersis Yes No Action   

James McCrea Yes No Action   

Gabby Trojanowski Yes Remove   

Peter Mulholland Yes Replace 
Christopher Columbus did terrible things to native people, so 
we should not honor him with a statue. 

Michelle Balas No No Action 
This is a magnificent, historic, beautiful statue that is a pillar of 
Pittsburgh and should remain standing. 

Donna Bosco No No Action   

Aaron Arnold Yes Remove   

Joe Cronin Yes Remove   

Lorraine DiNatale Yes No Action 
Those who try to erase history are destined to repeat the 
mistakes 

Brittany Catherman Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus represents the atrocities this country has 
yet to fully admit. For many, he represents the reason a lot of 
families were torn apart and ancestors were murdered & 
raped.  We deserve a statue in this city to represent positive 
change, a person we can all admire, like August Wilson. 

Jordan Swartz Yes Replace   



Catherine Truckley No No Action 

The destruction of statues or memorials should not be based on 
current social trends, mores or values as these are subject to 
change.  Reactions based on such will also be subject to 
judgment from future generations.  The proper place for 
differing opinions and historical context is through thoughtful, 
knowledgeable and civil written and verbal discourse.  
Specifically for the Columbus statue, there could be another 
placard placed near the statue discussing the view that 
European colonization decimated indigenous peoples, and tour 
guides should include that in their presentations.  European 
descendants of immigrants should be able to celebrate their 
being in America and the people who made that possible while 
also being aware of the cost to native cultures. 

Joe Lagana Yes No Action   

Travis Vought Yes Remove Take it down. Place it in a museum. 

Julie Orsefskie No No Action Its part of my heritage 

Susan Satira No No Action 

Columbus is part of history, the fabric of our country. To 
remove the old statues is to remove the history that is the 
foundation of our nation. Removing them doesn’t erase history. 

Shataya Young Yes Remove   

Stephanie Bank Yes Remove   

Matthew Frankwitt Yes Remove 

Columbus was a murder, rapist, and enslaver. There should be 
no statues honoring a man who committed such atrocities. 
Surely if we're going to build statues we should build them to 
honor people who have been a positive influence and 
preferably are from Pittsburgh. 

Rita Boyle No No Action   

Michael   No No Action   

R E Parente Yes No Action   

Josephine Perri Yes No Action KEEP statue 

Cesare Pampena Yes No Action 
This is a beautiful statue and piece of art.  it is close to my heart 
and my heritage.  KEEP Christopher Columbus 

Camillie Lurie Yes No Action leave the statue as is, please - - KEEP IT 

J Michael Berardini Yes No Action   

Judy Zottola Yes No Action Don't take down the statue.  KEEP THE STATUE 

Joseph Tommarello No No Action 

The statue reminds me of my heritage and makes my heart full.  
I came to America from Italy and am grateful for the life I have 
here and all that I have accomplished for myself and my family.  
KEEP the Columbus Statue 

Sue 
Tommarello 
Berardini Yes No Action 

Keep this statue.  It represents the Italian culture and pride of 
those who were so determined to come to the United States of 
America to make a 'new life' and fulfill their dreams for the 
future families.   Thank you 



Zachary Hall Yes No Action 

There is no need to remove a historical statue due to pressure 
of a fringe political group, who is a vocal minority.  
 
If the statue is removed, they will not be satisfied. They will 
continue to demand ridiculous things, wasting taxpayer my/our 
dollars on things that are not for any public benefit.  
 
The fringe political group protesting the existence of a statue of 
a historical figure should be educated about the purpose of the 
statue. 

Stephanie Stout No Remove 

One set of my great, great grandparents came to America from 
Southern Italy; I traced my great, great grandfather's name 
from the Ellis Island list to his grave in Nazareth, PA.  But as an 
American with a varied heritage, I still support the removal 
and/or replacement of this statue.  Christopher Columbus was 
not the first human to land on North American lands.  
Indigenous peoples came thousands of years before him, and 
even the Vikings can lay an earlier claim to the land than 
Columbus.  His misdeeds were numerous and even illegal by 
today's standards, and continued blind reverence of him is 
ALSO ignoring major events in history.  
 
I live just outside of Pittsburgh, and I have worked in Pittsburgh 
for a decade. And as a healthcare provider, I want to continue 
to be proud of the steps towards inclusivity and celebrating 
diversity that my city makes.  If we can show that we can honor 
indigenous peoples by removing this statue, we can maybe 
become a little more inclusive  to historically marginalized, 
underrepresented and underserved communities, and 
encourage other cities to move forward in this direction, too. 

John Cushma Yes No Action 

I find no reason to remove, replace, or alter the existing statue 
of Christopher Columbus.  The statue is a magnificent piece of 
art and is perfectly placed outside of Phipps Conservatory.  
Sometimes a piece of art is more than what is on the surface.  
This statue is more than a portrayal of a man.  It is a symbol for 
those who look at it to "dare to dream", to explore unknown 
horizons, and to go where no one else has gone before.  When I 
see the statue of Columbus, I think of him as an explorer, but 
more importantly, I think about the courage, bravery, and 
ambition it took to sail across an unknown ocean with no idea 
what is on the other side. 

Vicki   No No Action 

This is revisionist history, and we should NOT be changing the 
intent of the statue:  to honor the Italians who came to America 
and worked hard to have a better life for themselves and their 
future generations.  This is personal to Italian Americans and 
we must not miss the original intent and meaning this statue 
has to us. 



Karla Milewski Yes No Action 

We must learn from history, not erase it. We must not submit 
to mob mentality. The opposition will not stop at demanding 
the removal of Christopher Columbus statues. Once Columbus 
is gone, they will move on to demanding the removal of 
something else. They will keep making demands until either 
there is nothing left to remove, or until someone finally has the 
spine to stand up and say, "No." It's time for Pittsburgh to take 
a stand and say "No" to the deliberate destruction of our 
history. 

Sean   Yes Remove   

Michael Jablonski No No Action 

Christopher Columbus is a historical part of our country.  We 
should not change history to suit a group of people who cannot 
accept the facts, 

William Lovas Yes Replace 

Replace with public art that beautifies the city, perhaps 
something related to the conservatory or universities nearby.  
There is no value in literally placing on a pedestal a man who 
murdered, raped, and enslaved the first people he found in the 
"New World".  Alternatively remove, but then there's just an 
empty space...? 

Taylor Shippling Yes Replace 

Christopher Columbus is emblematic of the darkest parts of 
American History—the genocide of indigenous people, theft of 
indigenous land, and laying the groundwork for the 
transatlantic slave trade. While there is value in studying 
Columbus, statues do not provide meaningful context for these 
actions. Pittsburgh is a city with a rich history, with residents far 
more deserving of a memorial. 

anna maria berta Yes No Action   

john bloom No No Action   

Brittney Marchand Yes Remove   

J donnelly No No Action Leave history alone, he was an explorer in a dark time... 



Vince Ornato Yes No Action 

Historian David McCullough says, "We are one generation away 
from being historically illiterate."  (BTW, I had to research as to 
WHY this statue is to be removed as there is not an explanation 
in this form).  I found in  the Post-Gazette, petitioners decry 
celebrating a man who "spread disease, enslavement and 
killings of Indigenous people in the Caribbean and Americas."  
This myopic view ignores so much.  I doubt that these folks 
know that some Native Americans had black slaves;  that the 
North American slave trade was started by "people of color" in 
the Caribbean and West Indies;  and also spread to South 
America.  Do they know that slavery exists TODAY in Africa and 
other countries?  Are we to eliminate any reference to the 
culture and people of these parts of the globe?  Indeed, are we 
to eliminate history?  Colin Powell said, in a speech given in 
Europe, "No country on Earth freed more people from tyranny 
than the United States, asking only for land to bury our 
soldiers."  No person, or leader is perfect...ever.  The American 
government, is self-correcting.  The principles upon which our 
new country was formed, were not perfectly practiced by the 
snap of a finger.  There were 1001 problems to deal with once 
the Declaration of Independence was signed: Who builds the 
roads? Who educates the young? Defense? Slavery? Land 
ownership? Currency? Etc.  The Columbus statue points to our 
imperfect history and where we started.  We honor ALL citizens 
by having monuments. 

John Anderson No No Action 

Beware that after the statues are removed, they’ll move on to 
removing the people that disagree with them. Examples 
throughout history of this type of behavior are well 
documented. Our history is just that; history. Hiding it won’t 
change it. If we don’t preserve it, we’ll never learn from it, and 
never progress. Leave the statue stand where it is. 



Matt Guarnieri No No Action 

The researchers who know Columbus best stand with Truth, not 
politics and indoctrination.  I recommend two books in defense 
of Columbus: Mary Graber's Debunking Howard Zinn: Exposing 
Fake History That Turned a Generation against America and 
Carol Delaney's Columbus and The Quest for Jerusalem.  The 
talking points communicated in today's media, online petitions, 
and town meetings are superficial at best and biased.  The 
primary source quotes being shared are taken out of context to 
condemn Columbus and Italian American heritage. Notice the 
overuse of ellipses when opponents quote primary sources.  
Samuel Eliot Morison in Admiral of the Ocean Sea: A Life of 
Christopher Columbus concludes, “The whole history of the 
Americas stems from the Four Voyages of Columbus so today a 
score of independent nations and dominions unite in homage 
to Christopher the stout-hearted son of Genoa, who carried 
Christian civilization across the Ocean Sea.”  American 
Anthropologist, Carol Delanay Ph.D., Harvard Divinity School, 
the University of Chicago, and Boston University, wrote in the 
Providence Journal on October 21, 2017: “Columbus never 
killed any natives and continually admonished his men not to 
maraud, rape or plunder.”  Rafael Ortiz, the author of Columbus 
The Hero counters every point made against Columbus. 
 
I applaud the effort of students, teachers, and public officials in 
our quest for justice.  However, on that journey, it is unjust to 
practice cultural supremacy over Italians. 

Andrea Maioli Yes No Action   

Richard Montest No Remove 

I live just outside city limits, and I believe a statue honoring 
somebody who committed the atrocities Columbus did has no 
place in our city. 

Marianne Donley Yes Remove   

ann follette Yes Remove 

Removal of the statue will help enforce the belief that 
outstanding virtue is a requirement to erect a statue in honor 
of an individual.  Christopher Columbus was not, according to 
public record, an individual to be admired.  He was one we 
need to be ashamed of. 

Tyler Rosas Yes Remove 
We need to have more modern statues of people that have 
benefited society as a whole. 



Rick Hoover Yes Remove 

Vittor’s unreflective, puff-chested treatment celebrates 
Columbus in arrogant triumph.  He and his men raped, pillaged, 
tortured and slaughtered their way through the land they 
found.  The extent of his cruelty and the effect on the native 
population of Hispaniola is hard to overstate. It was notorious 
even in his own time. I would say to leave the hands painted 
red as they have been so many times, but Pittsburgh has no 
special connection to Columbus.  The statue is unremarkable as 
art, a travesty as history and irrelevant to our city. Just remove 
it. 

Tom Murphy Yes Replace   

Betty Musielak No No Action   

David   Yes Remove 

Statues in public parks should be reserved for good people. 
Statues of bad people have a place in society, but that place is 
in museums where their history can be studied. We should not 
glorify horrible people from our past. 

Rebecca Grabman Yes Replace 

The location and the plinth are lovely. I would love to see a 
statue there honoring ... almost anybody else. Or, in the 
meantime, removal of this and perhaps a nice planter for a time 
while the replacement is decided. The myth of Columbus as a 
discoverer and hero is neither true nor honorable. He’s best 
relegated to an interesting quark of history, a cautionary tale of 
colonialism, and little more. 

Nicole Czako No Replace   

Charlotte Reeve No Remove   

Jack Zielinski No No Action   

Mary Tucciarone No No Action PLEASE. 

Jim Borchert No No Action   

Colin Gzesh Yes Replace   

Lydia   Yes Remove   

Jeanette Pechatsko No No Action   

G Ryan Sablosky Yes Remove   

Frank Lazzaro Yes No Action 

What did CC do to have his statue removed.  Did he start 
slavery (thought that was even before Christ), did he make 
Italians a hated and maligned part of this culture we are 
suffocating in? 
No he did not and what has happened over the past 500 years 
have nothing to do with him, only our forefathers and Italians 
have been as maligned as others they just handle it better. 



Thomas Donovan No No Action 

I am a native of Pittsburgh and still keep up with city events.  I 
do not believe that we should be removing statues and trying 
to erase history.  No one is saying Christopher Columbus was a 
saint, but he also was not evil personified as the strident woke 
crowd promote.  Yes he was guilty of some mistreatment of 
people he encountered, but he also tried to deal fairly with 
them as I have learned in some of his biographies.  We must 
keep in mind that the 15th century saw some rough practices, 
as for instance the Caribs were marauding cannibals. 
That being said, Columbus was a fearless navigator who was 
instrumental in world history. 
Let his statue remain as is! 
 
Thank you,     
 
Thomas Donovan 

Sarah Boes No Remove 

While I do not live within city limits, I do live very close to the 
City of Pittsburgh and find myself here multiple days every 
week. As such, it is important to me that Pittsburgh be an 
inclusive city. Christopher Columbus is undoubtedly an 
important historical figure, but we can no longer ignore his 
prominent role in the genocide of indigenous people. While I 
understand that  some want to preserve this statue due to its 
historic nature and its ties to the Italian-American community, I 
believe these aspects of the statue would be better appreciated 
in a museum. To be memorialized as a statue in a park in our 
city indicates that the public reveres or honors this person. We 
cannot honor a man who ended the lives of so many people 
and lead with such cruelty. This is a man who enslaved 
thousands of native people. What are we saying to descendants 
of slaves who live in our city today if we are honoring the man 
who began the Caribbean slave trade?  
 
Some will say they want to keep this statue because they don't 
want to erase history. I assure you, neither do I. But I want 
Columbus to be treated as a historical figure to be studied, not 
as a man to be revered.  
 
However we choose to teach new generations about the 
history of the Americas and remember art from those who lived 
in Pittsburgh long ago, we must remove the statue of this cruel, 
genocidal slave trade leader from one of the most prominent 
parks in our city. 



DiVo   Yes No Action 

Given the incidents of looting/vandalism that these topics tend 
to spur lately, I am choosing to opt for some level of anonymity. 
 
I am a citizen of Pittsburgh, and a member of the Cherokee 
Nation. This is not something that can be said about well over 
half of the people who have signed the "Change.org" petition, a 
number of whom aren't even residents of these United States. 
 
These issues are more complicated than the rhetoric 
surrounding the idea of removal would have people believe. 
History is more complicated than the rhetoric surrounding the 
idea of removal would have people believe. Almost every 
historical figure we are aware of today would not hold up to the 
microscope of modern inspection and understanding. Martin 
Luther King Jr, Albert Einstein, and even Mother Theresa would 
not hold up to the standards of today. Erasing history doesn't 
change history. It merely removes our ability to understand and 
learn from both the good and bad aspects of it. You can't cancel 
history, no matter how hard you try. Any attempt to do so will 
simply lead to a new and insidious dark age of information in 
which future generations won't even know that there was 
something ever there for them to have lost. 

Jeffrey Bayton Yes No Action 
Do not remove a piece of art commemorating a historical 
figure. 

Joshua Lyons Yes No Action   

Jim McCann Yes Replace 

Given how this question has been structured, "anti-status-quo" 
opinion will be diluted by division into three bins, while the 
"pro-status-quo" sentiment will be concentrated into one. 
Please consider this in your analysis of the results. 
 
I've walked by this statue many times and I have no particular 
attachment to it; most of the time it has simply been a decent 
statue without much to remark upon. The most interesting 
version of the statue I have experienced is when it was 
enhanced by a scrawled "murderer!" (or something similar) in 
bold paint. Public art needs to evolve to remain interesting. 
How else can this statue be evolved in a way that continues to 
pay homage to Pittsburgh's Italian-Americans? Perhaps another 
work (or a remix?) by a well-known Italian[-American] artist 
could be commissioned? I wouldn't suggest "No Action" on a 
statue of a nobody. For a statue of a figure we are coming to 
realize stands both sainted by mythology and damned by 
history, I definitely cannot support leaving the status quo 
intact. 

Michael Polome No No Action   



Stephen Linenfelser No Remove 

While Christopher Columbus deserves mention in history books 
and museums, he does not deserve to be memorialized in the 
public spac of Pittsburgh. I would like to see something or 
someone of cultural significance to city and or neighborhood, 
and hopefully of positive character. 

Amanda M. Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus was a rapist and a murdering religious 
zealot. He landed in America by accident and committed 
numerous atrocities. His legacy has. een celebrated for far too 
long. Take this statue down or the people will eventually. 

Tanya Caldwell Yes Replace 

I believe it should be put in a museum with the plaque that is 
currently there and replaced with a better Pittsburgh historical 
figure 

Bruce Marshall Yes Remove   

Cedar   Yes Remove   

Kathleen Brosseau Yes Remove He was a racist rapist slave trader with no place in our society 

Katherine Helfrich Yes Replace replace with a statue that honors the native settlers of this area 

Holly Hicks Yes Replace 
Replace with a statue of someone that championed human 
rights. 

Angela Iammarino Linek No No Action 

Please do not remove our heritage by taking down the 
Christopher Columbus statue from Schenley Park.  Please 
reconsider doing this to support our Italian culture!   
 
Thank you 

Joseph Lee Greback Yes Replace 

Replace Columbus with a better statue.  Either Sophie Masloff 
or another Fred Rogers please.  Columbus did not discover the 
Americas and he committed some very horrendous acts on the 
native people where he journeyed.  Columbus already has a city 
named after him in Ohio.  He doesn't need a statue in 
PITTSBURGH.  Thank you for your time and consideration. 

George Brkovich Jr No No Action 

It sickens me that there are more pressing issues in our country 
than to remove a statue. A statue that some historic value. So 
what’s next? Replace it with a statue of the so the so call cancel 
cultural revolutionaries removing these statues until someone 
find flaws in them and then tear their statue down. I say stop 
and stop it NOW!! 

Karan Spiers No No Action leave history alone!! 

Johann Most Yes Remove   

Joseph Cicero No No Action   

Adam Growden No No Action   

Don Baum No No Action Quit trying to change history by destroying it! 

Alaine Ivy Thomas No No Action   

Joann Blackwell Yes No Action   

Mark Rudolph Yes No Action   

Joseph Ferrandina No No Action   



Elliott Levenson No No Action 

There are many historical figures who may be judged by the 
standards of the modern day. Likely none of them would 
survive scrutiny. Columbus was an early explorer key to 
discovering the Americas. He also represents the pride of 
Italian-Americans. 

Taylor Wilkerson Yes Remove   

Connie Gore No No Action 

Erasing/changing history is not the answer. The personal beliefs 
of a few should not outweigh those of the majority. Removing 
this statue won't right any perceived wrongs of those who want 
it gone. Every historic person has a past and skeletons in the 
closet, as do we. 
It has been part of the Oakland cityscape for 62 years and 
should remain standing. As a democracy, we need to respect 
our history, learn from mistakes and move forward in peace 
and understanding to create a stronger and more unified 
country. 

Maria Vincina No No Action 

As an Italian American I am very proud of Christoforo Columbo. 
aka Christopher Columbus. We were not there and do not know 
the entire story.  from my investigation he was a very good man 
and talented with many gifts and to have the guts to do such a 
mission with strange countrymen who from what I have found 
were the ones who committed bad things and Christopher 
Columbus was the one to put his own men on trial and 
punished them if they did inhumane acts! He was tasked with 
something that noone in these days could accomplish and he 
did through horrific circumstances.. and because he was in 
charge was blamed for everything that happened when he tried 
his best to do the right thing! He is special to us and noobe has 
the right to take down a statue of someone that was respected 
enough to have a statue in the first place .He was a great man a 
brave man and represents the Italian culture. How dare other 
ethnic groups decide this man and statue isnt good enough!!! 
We, Italain Americans all over this country, want these statues 
to stay and bot be touched! How would other people like if we 
went tearing down the statues that represent their 
heritage??!!! I cant even believe I have to write this, or even 
that this is an issue!!! DISGRACEFUL!!! Just like the removal of 
God in every way possible..DISGUSTING..LEAVE OUR STATUES 
ALONE!! We must keep peace and not look foekrxways to 
destroy what little we have left!!! 

Alexis Rosa Yes Remove   



Carmine Gabbianelli No No Action 

Born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA with fond memories of visiting 
the Columbus statue with my parents and brother growing up 
in Squirrel Hill. The Columbus statue symbolizes so much for me 
as a proud Italian American with respect for the history our 
great nation was built from. Please do not remove the statue, I 
want it to be here for my children. I want to be able to share 
the same experiences with my kids as my parents did with me. 

Diane Persin No No Action 

In Europe, statues are NOT being removed...even those tied to 
the Holocaust. When the Jewish people were interviewed, they 
said that it is important to remember history...good or 
bad...and learn from it. 
 
I do not think the statue of Christopher Columbus should be 
removed. We cannot rewrite or erase history.  As a retired 
history teacher, I see both sides of this argument.  Let us 
learn...and move forward.... 

Gino Gabbianelli No No Action 

I was born and raised in Pittsburgh, PA and am proud of my 
Italian heritage and what the Columbus statue symbolizes for 
Italian Americans and all Americans. It's part of our history and 
history should be taught, not banished. Save the statue! 

Bob Kaczmarek Yes No Action 
I am opposed to the removal of statues of any kind that are 
part of our culture and history. 



Anthony Poli Yes No Action 

I sent an e-mail to the Art Commission, dated August 24, on this 
issue.  To summarize, in the space allotted in this comment 
section:  Columbus had his shortcomings.  But they are on 
record.  It is easy to apply today's standards to people from the 
past.  The native Americans that he encountered also had 
shortcomings, but those were not as well documented.  
Perhaps they were oppressors too, perhaps they had 
undesirable feelings toward other races or tribes, women, 
those with disabilities, etc.  Perhaps they treated others badly.  
Those were the times.  That excuses none of that, but we have 
made progress as a human race. 
 
Columbus set out on what was for the time, a ridiculously 
difficult journey, in three small wooden boats, sailing toward 
what many thought then was the edge of the flat world, and 
many thought he and his boats would fall off.  He, by the 
strength of his will and resourcefulness, put together the 
voyage, held together his crews, and reached what we now call 
America.  That is why he has a statue. 
 
The statue was paid for by Italian Americans.  My family helped 
raise the money for its production.  Tony Vittor, the brother of 
the Frank Vittor, sculptor of the statue, and the stone carver of 
the base, worked in my family's business.  We were all quite 
proud of his work, and my fellow Italian Americans, and there 
are many of us in Pittsburgh, hold this monument in high 
esteem. 
 
It is part of our history.  It should remain. 

Pat Kaczmarek Yes No Action Keep it!  It's history.  No more "cancel culture"! 

Robert Thackeray Yes No Action   

Neal Donovan Yes Remove 

At the VERY LEAST this statue needs to be removed. It has no 
place in the city of Pittsburgh. 
Given enough community input and buy-in I could accept the 
statue being replaced by something that embodies values of 
inclusion and diversity. 

Grace Polakoski No Remove 
We should stop idolizing this violent, paternalistic colonizer and 
remove his statue. 

Mike santa Yes No Action 

Its a REAL SHAME that "cancel culture"   aka CANCER CULTURE 
is making this a political football!   YOU CANNOT ERASE 
HISTORY ONLY LEARN FROM IT!!! Do the right thing and keep 
that beautiful, historic statue up!!! 

Alan Aurelia No No Action Leave it alone 

Chris Wagner Yes Remove   



Rose Ciarcia No No Action 

Although I checked “No Action”, my opinion really is that no 
action should be taken until the Art Council has objective 
criteria to use for placement/removal/altering of any and all 
statutes under its purview. 
The singling out of Christopher Columbus is unfair, prejudicial 
and discriminatory to the immigrant group (and their 
descendants) that has adopted his image as a symbol of their 
challenges in becoming Americans. This group identifies with 
his courage, struggle and perseverance against the naysayers 
and doubters in the pursuit of his goals. 
I will not be expounding on his virtues to convince you that he 
is a historical figure worthy of statutes nor pointing out his 
fallacies as reasons to remove or alter his statutes because as 
we all know Christopher Columbus, same as every other 
historical figure, has a mix of both. 
It cannot be stressed enough that to avoid making a prejudiced 
and discriminatory decision in this matter, you should take a 
step back and develop objective criteria based on historical 
facts and not just hysterical, lopsided misrepresentations. The 
criteria should include a methodology to balance the positive 
and negative acts and contributions of the individual. Focusing 
on only the negative, as is currently being done to Columbus, 
would disqualify every major historical figure ever known. It 
also needs to be acknowledged that statutes and monuments 
represent a historical event or figure at a point in time, which 
should also be taken into consideration. 

Katherine DiStefano No Replace 

There are much more worthy Italian-Americans that could 
replace Columbus. Why not have someone like Franco Harris, 
Richard Caliguriri, Dan Marino, Joe Negri or Perry Como? 
They're from Pittsburgh, Italian-American and never enslaved 
anyone. 

Ed Kuszajewski No No Action 

Stop Cancel Culture!!! Columbus is a hero and a symbol to 
many Italian Americans. He may have been flawed but we all 
are flawed, nobody is perfect. And while you're at it put the 
Steven Foster Statue back up!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Craig Chalot No No Action   

Kyle Gracey Yes Remove   

Melanie Vadney Yes Remove   

David Setton Yes Remove   

Carmella carlton No No Action   

Maya Iliff Yes Remove Columbus is no one to be proud of. He is a murderer. 

Ian Ryan No Replace   



Heather Marra Yes Remove 

If we're going to continually tout the narrative that Pittsburgh is 
an increasingly diverse city and global hub, it would be 
hypocritical for the us to ignore the statue and the genocide of 
Native Americans it represents in the nation's history. 
Columbus didn't discover anything that didn't already exist and 
he systematically killed lots and lots of people because he was a 
white supremacist and colonizer. We as a city should not idolize 
that type of leadership, behavior, or mentality in public 
recreational spaces (or, you know, anywhere). 

John Centofanti No No Action 

Stop the vocal extreme minority from cancelling our countries 
history. 
 
By today’s Radical left wing standards, everyone was horrible in 
1492.   
 
We are the land of the free and home of the brave.  They took 
one nation “under God” out of the pledge of allegiance.  It’s 
time to be brave and take a stand against these people who 
hate our country. 

Gina Villani-Raymond No No Action   

sue megarry Yes Alter 

those who do not study history are doomed to repeat it.  
removing the statute will not help.  I suggest a plaque that puts 
Columbus in proper context would go a long way to correcting 
the record.  It would be a teachable moment for ALL to see, 
read and possibly think about Columbus and his place in 
history. 

Pierette Simpson No No Action 

History must be preserved in statues and documents! We must 
not let extremist mentality become a deciding factor. This 
movement began with xenophobia and must be seen as such. 
We Italians are noteworthy contributors to our country. This is 
no time to undermine anybody, certainly not Italians who have 
proven themselves worthy of recognition--such as great 
navigators who transformed the world. I thank Christopher 
Columbus for his fortitude in navigating in an unchartered 
world. 



Keith Clawson No No Action 

Many of the comments provided on Christopher Columbus are 
not correct.  He had nothing to do with slavery or actual 
genocide.  Yes, his crew brought diseases with them that the 
natives had no immunity and caused many deaths but that is 
not a reason to ban him.  The understanding of how diseases 
spread were not as well known at that time and I think 
Columbus was not expecting to meet up with a new population 
but to end up somewhere in Asia. 
 
Also no person is perfect.  You have to look at the whole person 
and his life not at a few items in his life.  Martin Luther King was 
no saint.  He was an adulterer and seem to permit rape to occur 
from articles that are out there.  If we are going to get rid of 
history due to a few very specific items, then King, Malcolm X, 
Marx, and others revered by the far left groups need to be 
included. 

Judy tamburiello No No Action   

Anita Riley No No Action   

Zachery Podsobinski No No Action A historical statue, leave it be. 

Carol Fimiani No No Action 
History is history whether you like it or not and should not be 
removed or altered 

Helen Ionadi No No Action 

What Columbus did was daring and brave by venturing out into 
the then unknown expanse of a vast ocean.  True, he did not 
"discover" anything previously untouched but he did lead the 
way for the future exploration of the modern world.  He is not 
personally responsible for the unfortunate excesses that 
followed and should be honored for his courage. 

Jason Listak No No Action   

Jaclyn Belczyk Yes Remove   

Nicholas Marconi No No Action   

Marcia Gray No No Action   

Robert West No No Action 

This is History,  we can't change what happened back then. 
Think maybe we should teach the good and bad of what 
happened back then. If you lived 500 years ago most these 
things were all good things,  even heroic,  just because they 
don't make sense now doesn't mean we should take all of these 
statues down. 

Dr Clifford Hotte No No Action 

Columbus was a true hero who opened up the world to 
discovery by people of many nations.  Revisionist history should 
not be allowed to demonize him or remove any statues created 
to memorialize him.  Moreover, he has come to be an honored 
hero by Italians throughout the world and we will fight to 
secure his legacy. 

joanne strolo No No Action 
All the statues should remain they are our history.  The 
requests of the Italian-Americans who have contributed so 



much to Pittsburgh  should be respected , by retaining the 
statue. 

Frank Baldari No No Action   

Robert Matsik No No Action   

Destiny   Yes Remove 
You can remove or replace it. I don’t have a nominee I’d like it 
replaced with 

Cathy Bianchi No No Action   

Molly   Yes Remove 

Why would we have a statue for someone who is responsible 
for a genocide deadlier than hitler? How humiliating for us as a 
city and as a country. Look , you guys can do the right thing and 
take it down or wait and let the PEOPLE make the call.... let’s 
see if you guys are the cowards everyone thinks you are. Do 
something brave and right! 

Mary Gabrielli No No Action   

Danny Doucette Yes Replace   

Taylor M Yes Remove   

Charles Pisano No No Action 

Why change it? 
1st It is a beautiful setting and a wonderful tribute to a man 
who discovered our GREAT country.  Home of the brave and 
land of the free. 
2nd The charges leveled against Columbus are outrages.  Read 
his history. 

Dino Rende Yes No Action   

Nina Rende Yes No Action   

Lindsey Schaefer Yes Remove   

Donna Rende Yes No Action   

Frank Rende Yes No Action   

Rita Gabbianelli Yes No Action   

Dennis Salerno No No Action 

Being Italian it is beyond me why these thugs want to take 
down these historic statues, and why are local governments are 
giving into them. 

Frank Bonosoro No No Action   

phyllis dominick No No Action   

 



Name   
Pgh 
Resident? Action Comment 

Olivia Kruger Yes Replace   

Amanda Maloney Yes Replace 

Columbus was directly involved with the murder and genocide 
of countless Indigenous people throughout the Caribbean.  If 
we are to change the patterns of the future, we must change 
what we celebrate, memorialize, and honor in the forms of a 
statue.  
We could instead put up a statue of a First Nations woman 
who has contributed to the artistic and cultural enrichment of 
our world. 

Marco Machi Yes No Action 

Add more Statues if you want too but DON’T take down the 
ones we all ready have up! 
It is located in a beautiful spot & stands tall to honor a great 
explorer!! 

Brigid Mirando No Remove 

As a recent resident of Pittsburgh, I request the removal of the 
Christopher Columbus statue. He was a murderer, rapist and 
established an undertone of white supremacy in the depths of 
colonization that is ever so present today. Remove this statue 
immediately! 

Chris Kelley No No Action 
I support the keeping of the Christopher Columbus statue, as 
is. 

Vivienne Hayes Yes Remove   

Kevin Smith Yes Replace 

Remove the statue and replace it with someone who is 
important to black history in America, or even someone 
important to the black lives matter movement in Pittsburgh. 

Thomas Rudolph No No Action 
Part of our history whether one thinks it is good or bad, it 
should remain. 

Maximilian 
McKee Nagy No Replace 

Christopher Columbus never landed in America. He came to 
the New World on a voyage from Spain based on an 
assumption that the world was smaller than it was and that he 
would be able to simply sail west until he reached the coast of 
India. What I am saying, is that he has nothing to do with the 
history of Pittsburgh or Pennsylvania in general. The Spanish 
and Christopher Columbus have nothing to do with Pittsburgh. 
Throw up a statue of someone more deserving of it, like 
Robert de La Salle or Martin Chartier, who were the first 
Europeans to enter the region. 

Kaitlin Shultz Yes Remove 

this monument must be removed in order to stop 
perpetuating Columbus' violent history as a colonizer. 
presenting his figure in any other context is effectively 
gaslighting our native communities. literally it's just a statue. 
of a racist dude who caused a literal genocide. there shouldnt 
have to be a campaign to remove it. just tear that shit down 
already. 



William Sabados Yes No Action 

My family came here from Italy & I am proud of them & the 
hard work ethic they taught me!! Please honor & respect the 
different nationalities & cultures of our City! 

Jamie Piotrowski Yes Remove   

Alford Richman Yes Remove   

Cheryl Bauer Yes Remove 
Please consider a memorial to an indigenous or civil rights 
leader. 

John Ubinger Yes Replace   

Elizabeth Mertz Yes Alter 

A plaque could be added, at or near the base of the statue, 
near eye level. It would state reasons for no longer honoring 
C.C.----his treatment of non-white people in the New World, 
etc. 

Sarah Birmingham Yes Remove 

If you think that the Columbus statue is only offensive to a 
small group of concerned citizens, you're wrong. Keeping the 
Columbus statue up is an affront to every single child in a 
history class, the adults those children will grow up to be, and 
the kids that come after them. It's time we stop filtering 
American history through a rose-tinted storybook lens and 
speak the honest, brutal, disgusting truth of the pain and 
violence this country has been built on. Columbus's first 
offense was enacting that violence; his second and most 
enduring one was his immortalization in our history books as a 
spunky upstart explorer, one that allows us to defer the 
problems currently plaguing us to "divisiveness" and "political 
correctness" rather than as symptoms of a diseased legacy 
that infects and will continue to infect our social and political 
institutions. Those dismissing the removal of the statue as 
"meaningless symbolism" are partially correct in that statues, 
like most art, ARE symbols; the decision of what to do with the 
statue is therefore a symbol of what WE as a city plan to do 
with our future: do we keep it up and uphold that legacy of 
violence or do we demolish it and signal to Pittsburgh's 
progeny our commitment to demolishing that legacy? The 
meaningfulness of that signal is then in our commitment to 
KEEPING that promise and striving towards reparation for 
harm done. 

Molly Dilts Yes Remove 

I see absolutely no reason that Pittsburgh should be 
celebrating a man who led the genocide and exploitation of 
the Indigenous people of this country. It’s shameful that it’s 
taken this long to have this discussion. What happened to 
being Good Neighbors? 

Keith DeVries Yes Remove   



Alex Baratta No Replace 

I don't know what we should put in it's place but we should 
stop glorifying people who committed genocide with statues.  I 
think it is important to not leave dead space in public spaces.  
We have great artists here in and around the city.  I am sure 
they could come up with some form of public art for that 
space. I lived in the city proper for many years and still 
frequent the parks often because Carnegie is just out of the 
city. 

Christian Resch Yes Remove   

Jenn Gooch Yes Remove 
We shouldn’t have statues for murderers in public places. 
There are museums for the artifacts of our ignorance. 

Aaron Johnson Yes Remove   

Jesse Landis-Eigsti Yes Remove   

kimberly musial Yes Replace 
Let's remove or replace! Could also be a great public space for 
benches! 

Chanelle Brown Yes Remove   

Shawn McFarland Yes No Action 

Let’s not erase history & stop judging cultures over 500 yrs ago 
by today’s standards!! It is also a beautiful piece of art that 
should be kept in place!! 

Gregory Murray Yes Remove 

The Columbus statue should be removed immediately. 
Regardless of the statue's colonialist, imperialist, and racist 
associations, even the appearance of such prejudices in a 
government-sponsored public space is unacceptable. 

Jessica Manack Yes Remove   

Ashley Morgan Yes Remove We do not need monuments to racists. 

Doren Hilmer Yes Remove 
Open to replacing depending on who the replacement is. 
Public must be engaged on this decision. 

Kellan   Yes Remove   

Nicholas 
von 
Krusenstiern Yes Replace   

jay yew No Remove   

Anne Schwan Yes Replace 

Replace Columbus with statue of indigenous people with 
contextual information--who lived here first and how their 
culture and land were violently taken by columbus and other 
colonizers. 

Nicholas Craft No Remove   

Denny Terzich Yes No Action   

Dana McFarland No No Action 

It is important to me & my Italian Heritage! 
My grandmother & family was born in Italy! We are proud of 
the hard work & service the Italians contributed to our nation! 

Anna Reilly Yes Remove 

Only replace with something chosen with significant input 
from black or indigenous communities from the area. It's time 
they felt their history represented and honored. 



Paulette Glover No Replace 

After lengthly discussion with my 10 and 12 year old 
grandsons, we decided That the statue should be replaced 
with a person of Pittsburgh that contributed to the world, like 
Stephen foster for his music  or Jonas Salk for the vaccine. 
There are many Pittsburgh’s finest to nominate.  
Or the many immigrants who made this city great. 

Pam Baker No No Action 

Christopher Columbus was not a promoter of slavery.  It is 
unfortunate that people make up stories to promote their 
agenda.  We can't erase our history.  Please don't try.   
Thank you. 

Justin Hickey Yes Remove   

Patrick Dexter Yes Remove   

Bob Knox Yes No Action   

Trevor Ring Yes Remove 

What this statue represents is racist, offensive, and horrific to 
BIPOC and their ancestors that were stolen from their land. 
Because of Columbus' hate and greed, the "founding of 
America" is a horror story of slavery, murder, and rape. This 
statue hides the truth of this country and what it was founded 
on--no one needs that reminder, especially BIPOC, and we 
need to come together as a community to decide what to do 
after it has been taken down! 

Claire Mildred Krueger Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is not a hero and should not be idolized 
by the city. He is a symbol of white colonialism and white 
supremacy a does not reflect the views of modern day 
Pittsburgh 

Marlaina Allen No Remove I grew up in Pittsburgh and I’d like to see the statue removed. 

Michael Sapraicone No No Action   

Shawn Watson Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus "discovered" that he could subjugate 
and kill humans with impunity, and is written into history 
books as a hero.  I'm sorry he's been looked up to as a good 
human, but the truth seems to be the opposite of that. 



Bobbi Greene Yes Remove 

The version of Christopher Columbus that statue is meant to 
honor does not exist. He didn't "discover" anything. People 
were already here, and there is evidence based on metals 
found when he landed that Africans had landed and traded in 
the area before him. The only reason we know Columbus's 
name is because he enslaved the people and created wealth 
for himself and for Spain. Upon invading Haiti, he required the 
inhabitants there to pay him tribute. If they failed to pay him 
tribute they were punished, as reported by his son, by cutting 
off their hands and leaving them to bleed to death. Historical 
records from the time say Columbus ordered his men to test 
the sharpness of their swords by cutting off the legs of 
children who ran from them. When Columbus landed there 
were about 8 million Taino people inhabiting the islands. By 
the time he left a decade later, around 100,000 Taino 
remained. Do we really want idolize a person who's true claim 
to fame is slavery and genocide? 

Katherine Halza Yes Remove   

Francis Muracca No No Action   

Andrea Kubis Yes Alter 

I would like the statue to remain but with historical context - a 
marker or an accompanying statue -  written by an actual 
historian from Pitt. 

Barbara Emili No No Action   

McKenna   Yes Replace   

William Kaczmarek Yes No Action 

BLM mob have no constitutional rights to remove any statutes 
or historical items. They should not act like the Germans 
during World War ll buy destroying all the 
Art work from Europe. This should not happen here (Make 
America Great Again) 
Do not let a few ungodly people destroy any of relics or icons 

Ed Federouch Yes No Action   

Teyana Kent Yes Remove   

Joan Dickerson Yes Replace 

The statue represents misinformation — an altered history. 
Replace with something indicating the welcoming reception 
originally given by indigenous to the new comers to this land. 

Bob Bingham Yes Replace 

Absolutely remove Columbus, replace him with a 
commemorative monument to the Indigenous people that 
lived here. 

Kayla Faherty No No Action 
Please keep the statue.  Christopher Columbus us part of our 
history.  Let's learn from the past, the good and the bad. 

danny begg Yes Remove 

history has washed away the egregious acts of christopher 
colombus. As a community we need to set a precedent that 
we will not honor men who have committed crimes against 
humanity. 

Michael Rosalina No No Action   

Rose Rosalina No No Action   



Craig Riccelli Yes Remove   

Kenneth Rosalina No No Action   

Janice Rosalina No No Action   

Paul Herbert No No Action Please keep the statue in place 

Michael Evanosky Yes Remove   

Augie Rosalina No No Action   

Dante Rosalina No No Action   

Joseph Rosalina No No Action   

Joseph Rosalina Jr No No Action   

Alison Huettner Yes Remove 

Columbus is just one of a great many European explorers who 
"discovered" the "New World."  He was an absolutely brutal 
plunderer, enslaver, and rapist.  I'm not comfortable with 
elevating such a person.  Yes, he's part of our history.  So are 
his victims.  Let's put up a plaque to the latter. 
 
It's high time this country faced up to its past. 

Sallyann Kluz Yes Remove 

What is placed on public land is a statement about our 
collective values. It is well beyond time for us to look closely at 
who and what we have placed on pedestals within the public 
realm, and what the impact the elevation of these individuals 
has upon our community members.  
 
While the myth of Columbus was critical to reshaping narrative 
and creating inclusion for Italian Americans in the early 20th 
century, the destruction and genocide that Columbus brought 
to the Americas is all too real for Indigenous communities. 
That legacy lives on for our Indigenous community members, 
many of whom continue to live within the shadow of this 
painful monument.  
 
Removal of the statue is only one small first step. What is 
needed is a deep and engaged process that centers Indigenous 
communities in conversation with other Pittsburgh 
communities, including those who identify as Italian American, 
to develop new practices to reflect upon our shared histories, 
and acknowledge their complexities.  
 
It is necessary to remove the statue of Columbus to begin to 
heal the wounds caused by his legacy, AND we must also 
create new ways to honor our communities and ensure that 
they are included and valued. This is an opportunity to engage 
in complex discussions that can lead us to building an inclusive 
city for all.  
 
I strongly encourage the City to remove the Columbus statue 
and invest time and resources to facilitate new conversations 



about how we reflect our complex histories in the public 
realm. 

Isabella Rosalina No No Action   

William Barnhart No Remove   

Ian Frazier Yes Remove 

He is a symbol of genocide. It's really that simple. We should 
be educated about the tragedies of conquering lands and 
white supremacy, but he should not be memorialized. 

Elizabeth Kovacs Yes Remove   

Chase Trumbull Yes Replace 
Hire a local artist to replace this statue. DECOLONIZE OUR 
CITY! 

Claude Corbett Yes Remove   

Jay KERR Yes No Action 

In my mind only people who,because of the existing political 
climate, feel compelled to attempt to add their voice to 
American history,and think they can change everything by 
tearing down historical statues ,are very simple minded 
uneducated people who would not be living in a true 
democracy if it weren’t for individuals like Christopher 
Columbus...Keep the Statue. 

Patricia Russo No No Action   

Tom Faherty No No Action   



Steven hilderhoff Yes Replace   

Christopher Hsu Yes Remove   

Russell Ernst No No Action 

We need to be reminded to look for the good in people and 
remember the great things they have accomplished because of 
those traits and values.  That is the purpose of the statues, and 
recent events evidence the even greater need to keep them 
since those lessons, values, and dreams have been forgotten 
and abandoned by those who wish to tear them down. 

Daniel Otte No No Action 

Christopher Columbus was a Catholic and was not a promoter 
of slavery 
George Washington, a devout Christian, was called by God to 
found our nation 
Knowledge of our history is important for succeeding 
generations 

Tracy Tomei No Replace   

Abby Samuels Yes Replace Lets replace it with a woman of color native to pittsburgh. 

Louise Houston No No Action 

This stature represents our history. Why is it so offensive after 
all these years. Taking it down will not fix the poverty, racism, 
child abuse, police abuse, lack of respect or hatred in this 
country and city. Prayer and respectful discussions can lead to 
solutions. Let's try these solutions before destroying our 
statues.  
I suggest putting the removal to a vote of the people in the 
Pittsburgh area. We all should have a voice. After all, this is still 
a democracy. 

Dennis Blasiole No No Action 

If Christopher Columbus statues are removed then all statues 
of any person are to be removed.  Because, there is not a 
single person of whom there exists a statue that has not 
offended or “wronged” another person or group of people 
during their lifetime. 

Joanna Haneman Yes Replace 

We do not acknowledge often enough that we live on land 
that was stolen - taken from people who lived in communion 
with it and honored it.  I believe more recognition of Native 
Americans with historical accuracy could inspire us to live 
differently in the present and acknowledge the ways we still 
treat this land/Earth as something that we have a right to, 
rather than something that is to be respected and shared.  I 
think it would be appropriate to mark that it used to be a 
statue of Columbus, and why it was changed /replaced.  Thank 
you for your consideration. 

Tyler Traister Yes Remove   

Jeff B No No Action   

Alyssa Lieberman Yes Remove   

Donna Shuck No Remove   

Bob Petrini No No Action 
I strongly support preserving our history, not pretending we 
can re-write it. 



Taylor Fisch Yes Remove   

Edward Moeller No No Action 

It's part of our history and servers to remind us that all 
cultures and nationalities helped form this country. Plus these 
founders overcame great odds and risk to themselves in order 
to make our country. There are two sides to look at these 
individuals and some people today only want to look at a very 
small sliver of their lives instead of the HUGH impact they had 
overall in the formation of our country. History is history and 
we can learn many things from it but only if we preserve it. 

Divya Rao Heffley Yes Remove 

The legacy of Christopher Columbus is deeply intertwined with 
racism, colonization, and the murder and persecution of 
Indigenous people. For far too long, America has revered 
figures from history responsible for the oppression of Black, 
Indigenous, and People of Color. This statue must come down 
because it perpetuates and exacerbates historical traumas 
caused by the murder of Indigenous people and stealing of 
their lands. It is a jarring reminder of ongoing practices that 
literally provide a platform for the oppressor at the expense of 
the oppressed.  
 
It is past time to acknowledge and account for the 
immeasurable harm done to Indigenous people. We must 
engage in reparative justice. The International Center for 
Transitional Justice states: “Reparative justice measures seek 
to repair, in some way, the harm done to victims as a result of 
human rights violations committed against them. This means 
that by their very nature, such measures must be responsive 
to both the context in question and the lived reality of 
victims.” 
 
What if, instead of raising up a figure who represents harm 
and persecution, we create a platform for the voices of 
Indigenous artists? What if we support the creation of a 
program that lifts up the experiences, histories, and memories 
of the Indigenous people of Southwestern Pennsylvania? The 
statue should not just be replaced with another; it should be 
replaced with a process led by the Indigenous communities 
who have been and continue to be oppressed. 

Tiffany Speakman No Replace 

I appreciate looking into this Pittsburgh. I think it is time for us 
to start remembering our deeper roots, those of the 
indigenous tribes that were here long before it was taken from 
them. Even though I don’t live directly in the city, I came to the 
area for the culture and increased availability of the 
community, culture, and people who are different than I, this 
is something a city can offer. Thank you again for your 
consideration. 



Lindsay Silver Yes Replace 

I would rather have a different statue in place of Christopher 
Columbus. It would be wonderful to celebrate an indigenous 
person in his place, or perhaps another underrepresented 
person from Pittsburgh history. I think starting to reinvent who 
we celebrate with statues is a nice way to also reinvent the 
histories we praise. 

Trevor Katz No No Action   

Alden Roth Yes Remove   

rachel sobieralski Yes Remove 
he’s a racist piece of historical SHIT get him outta here it’s 
2020 

Lauren Collister No Remove   

Jerry Emili No No Action   

Marilyn Hans No No Action Please do not erase history. 

Josh Eisenfeld Yes Replace 

We should teach our children a history that is founded 
empathy and reckons with our mistakes. When we host false 
idols in our parks who slaughtered human beings in the name 
of progress what are we teaching our children? I can think of 
many other people who should be recognized who our 
children should idolize. How about a statue to commemorate 
the immigrant men and women who fought in the battle of 
homestead? Or a statue of Jonas Salk? Maybe there are 
figures in Italian history that could be commemorated to 
replace the loss of heritage some of our Italian American 
neighbors feel? There are compromises to be made here that 
can benefit us all. 

Kathy Olszewski No No Action   

Margaret Aupke Yes Remove   

Rose Hermalin Yes Replace 
Replace with a statue of one of the many Black people who 
has shaped the city of Pittsburgh! 

Patrick Cooper No Remove 

I live just outside city limits, Pitt alumn, I teach at Duquesne.  
Christopher Columbus represents the worst in european white 
settlers.  If we wish to celebrate our past despite it's bloody 
genocidal nature, at least pick someone who didn't literally cut 
the limbs off of children to test the sharpness of his blade.  If 
it's about italian heritage there was the literal renaissance, so 
many people to choose from.  Or, this is crazy hear me out, 
let's honor the arawak people who were genocided by 
Columbus purely for his insatiable greed? 

Patricia Piro No No Action Reject cancel culture before you get cancelled. 

Deborah Levine Yes Remove 
Remove right away. He’s blasphemous and a horrible piece of 
history. 

Lynn Bacon No No Action   



Mike Aquilina No No Action 

If we start removing monuments because they honor 
imperfect people, we will soon have no monuments. The city 
of Rome manages to preserve its history and preserve the 
peace. It has statues of more than two thousand years' worth 
of scoundrels (along with the occasional hero). It's important 
for us to remember history in its fullness. 

Clarissa Draa Yes Remove   

Madeline windsor Yes Remove 

Columbus’  legacy is one of genocide and torture, his 
remembrance and reverence serve only to continually shame, 
pain and re-injure the descendants of his victims. Take it down 

Sheryl Reitmeyer Yes No Action 
At most, an additional sign explaining  What followed after the 
explorers came to America. 

Valerie Kish Yes No Action 
I feel there is no need to remove the Christopher Columbus 
statue.  We need not change history! 

Maureen Haynes Yes No Action 
I feel there no need to remove this statue nor do I believe you 
can change history. 

Heather Johnson Yes Remove 

We don't need this statue as a reminder of the despicable 
behavior of Christopher Columbus. Although he is 
unfortunately a part of American history and cannot be 
removed entirely, we need to move forward culturally by 
including him in historical writings/text, NOT with a statue that 
taxpayer dollars are being used to upkeep. Tear it down. If it 
makes sense financially, replace it with a statue of a LOCAL 
person of color that actually deserves to be celebrated. 

Eli Rebich No No Action 

This was a truly great man whose discovery ultimately 
changed the world for the better.  The history surrounding this 
man should be known. 

Kathleen Villalpando No No Action   

Maya Bingham Yes Remove   

Margot   Yes Remove 

Remove it, and eventually replace it with a person who more 
accurately represents what Phipps is all about! Make sure 
women and people of color have a significant say in who is 
chosen! 

Nathan Kerr No Replace   

Julianne Avolio Yes Replace 
Replace with a prominent Pittsburgher of color. As an Italian 
American, I am not proud of Columbus or his “discoveries” 

Paul   Yes No Action   

Curt Conrad Yes Remove   

Katie Logan Yes No Action 

Please keep the statue of Columbus and all statues 
representing our country’s history. Just because we keep a 
statue doesn’t mean we supported everything they believed 
in. We can’t and shouldn’t  erase history. 



Zack Furness Yes Remove 

As someone who has spent 20 years having discussions with 
students about the relationships between communication, 
culture, and politics, I recognize that there are many reasons 
why the Columbus statue is symbolically meaningful to people. 
However, I also think it's important not to mince words when 
it comes to assessing who Christopher Columbus actually was, 
based on the historical record. Columbus and his men 
brutalized, dehumanized, murdered, and thoroughly 
decimated the native populations everywhere they travelled. 
They trafficked both women and pre-teen girls as sex slaves 
and Columbus actually initiated the first transatlantic slave 
trade in 1495. If Columbus were alive today, he would either 
be in prison for his crimes or wanted as an international 
fugitive. This is not the kind of person who should've ever 
been commemorated with a statue in the first place, and 
removing it is the very least we can do to respect the history of 
our indigenous peoples, on whose land we call our home. If 
folks want to put something in its place, there are droves of 
talented local artists who would be more than happy to 
transform the space into something more beautiful, and more 
dignified, than a sterile monument to a slaver who never set 
foot in Pittsburgh. Indeed, if we truly want to give Columbus a 
fitting tribute, the city should haul the statue off in chains, the 
same way that Columbus was transported back to the old 
world after being arrested for malfeasance by the Spanish 
crown. 

Amulya Garimella Yes Replace 

We should not honor Columbus, whose actions lead to the 
death and enslavement of so many. I think we should remove 
the statue and convene a committee to decide the 
replacement; ideally an Indigenous or Black hero who we can 
honor instead. Statues represent who we idealize and we 
should recognize the people who built a country that gave 
them so little in return. 

Michael O'Shea Yes No Action 

I wholeheartedly reject every aspect of this question - its 
misguided impetus, its misunderstood historical details, and its 
shameless, politically-fueled timing.  I stand with Pittsburgh's 
Italian-American community and wish I were one of its 
members right now.  Please record my name and address in 
opposition to the self-righteous mobs who are guiding this 
dialogue.  History will judge that those individuals have only a 
small fraction of the character and intelligence of Cristoforo 
Colombo and the countless Italian-Americans who contributed 
to the development of this region.  Dio benedica l'America! 

Brian Okorn Yes Remove   

maggie young Yes Remove   

Allison Koller No Remove   



Kevin May Yes Replace 

Please remove it and replace it with an Indigenous or Black 
Leader.  
 
~ Kevin May 

Lois Rebich No No Action   

alexei plotnicov Yes Remove   

James Alan Maochi No No Action 

A Free World where all of us regardless of race, religion, status 
in society enjoy and practice these freedoms every day would 
not exist if not for the fortitude and faith of explorers like 
Christopher Columbus.   Why would we not want our current 
and future generations to commemorate and honor this 
tradition and legacy? 

Peter Jimenez Yes No Action This is a beautiful work of art and an important part of history. 

Diana   Yes Remove 

If you don't remove it, you are in favor of rape. That is what 
columbus represent. He was a murderer, a rapists and a 
nothing to celebrate devil. 

sophia katres Yes Remove maybe put it in a museum but take it down 

Alwyn   Yes Remove   

Kemara Green Yes No Action   

Tatiana Cannizzaro Yes Remove Please remove the statue. 

Aaron   Yes No Action   

Stephanie Szymkiewicz Yes Remove   

Kate Sherman Yes Remove 
Replace with a true hero of multicultural compassion, a person 
who would be a caring leader for all the people of America 

Erin   Yes Remove   

Caitlin   Yes Remove   

Mary Lawrence Yes Remove   

Larry Emark Yes No Action 

As long as it is (Protected) and not Subject to vandalism.  
Columbus, Washington, and Others, are all part of our 
Heritage/History as to the founding of Our Country. Things 
were at that time as they were, and we should learn the from 
these horrible Lessons of that time, not to Repeat these in the 
future.  All Men and Women are/were Created Equal, and 
should be Treated and Given the Opportunity to Live that 
Way.....  Lets ALL Pray for a Better and Equal Future for ALL.... 

Abe Stroka Yes Replace   

Daniel Thimons No No Action   

Dana Seman DeSocio No No Action 

I do not live in the city of Pittsburgh but patronize businesses 
and attend events sponsored by the Italian community. I 
would like the statue to stay where it is. 

Jil Stifel No Remove 

I work in Oakland and I grew up in Pittsburgh. I now live across 
the river, this statue needs to be removed. It is a symbol of 
genocide and an enduring reminder of the harm that is still 
being perpetrated against Indigenous Americans and their 
land. 



Molly Sorice Yes Remove   

Taryn Schmidt Yes Remove   

blaine siegel No Remove 

This statue has bothered me my entire life. Columbus is the 
patron saint of genocide and the fact that this statue overlooks 
the citizens of our city from his perch in oakland is disgusting. 
I'm also of Italian heritage, it's gotta go. 

Gina Klopfer No Remove 

Although I live outside the city of Pittsburgh I am a Pitt 
graduate with two children who have already graduated there, 
as well as a third who is currently living in Oakland and 
studying at Pitt. Oakland feels like my second home and 
Schenley Park is dear to me. One of the things I have always 
loved is the diversity of the Pitt student body and Oakland 
population. A predator, murderer, and rapist is a scourge, not 
an icon to be memorialized in that beautiful park. Removal of 
the statue can only enhance it's beauty and serenity. Please 
take it down. 

Jerry Paulick No No Action 
I do not want history rewritten for a socialist fascist left false 
narrative. 

Lucy powell Yes Remove 
Please remove this statue and replace it with an indigenous 
person or person of color 

jimi onley-palmer Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is an obvious reminder of the horrific  
genocide against Native Americans and violent colonialism 
that has shaped, and continued to shape, this country. The 
statue needs to go, and if y’all do decide to replace it with 
someone I would hope that the next statue would honor one 
of Pittsburgh’s Black residents that has contributed so much to 
the culture and history of this city. Even if it doesn’t get 
replaced, the statue needs to go. 

Cee   Yes Remove We don’t glorify people who steal and kill. 

Caitlin Kennedy Yes Replace 

Replace with a memorial to Educate visitors about the 
indigenous peoples who were exterminated or Forcibly 
removed by European settlers. 

Shannon Dominik No No Action   

Lindsae Heidenreich Yes Remove 
there are plenty of people in our history that are more 
deserving of a statue than this stain of a human being 

Andrew Gnan Yes Remove   

Steven Godfrey No Remove 

I've never understood why this statue even exists in 
Pittsburgh. I lived there a number of years and fail to see it's 
purpose. There are many prominent people from that region 
who are far more deserving to be memorialized in such a 
fashion. 

Dana Weintraub Yes Remove 
It is ridiculous that we still have a genocidal criminal on a 
pedestal in our city. Take it down!!! 

robynn sage Yes Remove   

Colten Gill Yes Remove   



Matthew Tobin Yes Replace 

Not sure what Columbus has to do with Pittsburgh. Would like 
to see a local artist hired to replace it. It could be replaced by a 
statue of someone important to Pittsburgh’s history, but it 
doesn’t have to be a statue. It could be replaced by any sort of 
interesting art installation. 

Joel Kennedy No Replace 

I am someone who holds white privilege. I live in Wilkinsburg. I 
strongly believe that dismantling memorials built to honor 
figures of the past who enacted oppression is an important 
part of facing our settler-colonialist history as well as 
understanding the healing work needed in our current time. I 
advocate for either the removal of the statue or the 
replacement of it to honor a figure, place, or peoples 
indigenous to the land. By doing this, I believe it can be a step 
toward better understanding and relationships, as well as a 
good example for other cities and towns to look toward. 

Daniel Grantham Yes Remove   

Michael Cadaret Yes Remove 

This is not a man we should celebrate. Our history tells us of 
his malicious acts of genocide. It strips us all of our humanity 
to honor such a figure. 

Eric Good No Remove no monument to genocide 

Sydney Ulanowicz Yes Remove   

Josh Kolarac No Remove 

As a lifelong western PA resident, I stand in solidarity with 
Pittsburgh residents who wish to see the Columbus statue 
removed.  
 
I would also support seeing the Columbus statue replaced with 
a Black culturally and/or historically important figure (and 
even better if this figure has/had ties to the city of Pittsburgh.) 
 
In today’s day and age, the City of Pittsburgh should be 
ashamed that this statue has stood for this long. Any defense 
of the Columbus statue in the year 2020 is at best a confused, 
ahistorical clinging to Italian heritage and at worst is an active 
attempt to proudly defend the genocide of Native people. 

Sarah Rosenson Yes Replace 

The statue is offensive to indigenous populations. It should be 
replaced with a piece of art that honors and Black or 
indigenous person of color. 

Luray Fladd Yes Remove   

Grace H Yes Remove 

Columbus committed the genocide of native populations in 
the Americas and should not be celebrated as a hero. To leave 
the statue standing is to condone mass murder, land theft, and 
the destruction of native cultures. 

Alexis Cromer Yes Remove It is a travesty to idolize this horrible human being. 

Jose Moreno No Remove   

Janina Lopez Yes Remove   

Christina   No No Action   



Nadia Elamin No Remove   

Ricardo Solis Yes Remove 

I selected "Remove" because I'm  worried that if I select 
"replace", it would be replaced with another awful statue. 
Please put a statue of a true hero, or somebody that at least 
fought for human rights. 

Danielle Wenner Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus murdered, enslaved, and raped 
countless indigenous Americans & Hispaniolans. Honoring him 
is an affront to morality and an affront to Native & Hispanic 
residents of this city. Get rid of the statue. 

Dulcinaya Church Yes Remove   

Garcia   Yes No Action   

Ryland   Yes Remove   

Nick Marsellas Yes Remove 

Breaking the categories into “no action, remove, replace, 
alter” will skew the results of this survey. The people who 
chose “remove,” “replace,” and potentially even “alter” all 
would like to see the statue no longer in that place. However, 
the total number may indicate that “no action” is the most 
popular action because the alternative was split into three 
separate categories. 

Vijay Bakrania Yes Remove 

In the year 2020, we should not honor those who have had a 
legacy of brutality against the indigenous people of the West 
Indies and the Americas. Italian Americans can definitely find a 
better role model to celebrate. 

Rachel Bainbridge Yes Remove   

Sarah Cullo Yes Remove   

Tyra Jonelle Jamison Yes Remove Remove the statue. It is celebrating a violent history. 

Rebecca Krall Yes Replace   

Abigail Alexander Yes Replace Replace with BIPOC from pgh! 

Thomas Corey Zutz Yes Remove 

A perpetrator of crimes against humanity should not be 
honored with a statue in this most livable city. 
 
Columbus once punished a man found guilty of stealing corn 
by having his ears and nose cut off and then selling him into 
slavery. Testimony recorded in the report stated that 
Columbus congratulated his brother Bartolomeo on 
"defending the family" when the latter ordered a woman 
paraded naked through the streets and then had her tongue 
cut out for suggesting that Columbus was of lowly birth. The 
document also describes how Columbus put down native 
unrest and revolt: he first ordered a brutal crackdown in which 
many natives were killed, and then paraded their 
dismembered bodies through the streets in an attempt to 
discourage further rebellion. 

Claudine Aoun No Remove   

Alissa Grisler Yes Remove Remove or replace with something more appropriate. 



JASON 
WHITE-
WIEDOW Yes Remove 

This horrible person who has no connection to Pittsburgh has 
no business being honored with a statue. 

Zach Funk Yes Remove 
Don't celebrate genocide and landing boats where people 
already lived and calling it discovery 

Emily Zutz Yes Remove   

Katherine O’Hara Yes Remove   

Alex Avakian Yes Remove   

Kaitlyn Buss Yes Remove 

We can no longer ignore the true history of Columbus and 
what he represents. I moved to this city from Philadelphia and 
I remember being openly confused when I saw the Columbus 
statue while walking around Pitt’s campus. I thought “What 
does Columbus have to do with anything here? Phipps? The 
library?” 
 
It makes no sense to glorify such a violent, genocidal man & 
erect a statue in his honor - a man who never seems to have 
stepped foot in Pittsburgh. Though I would like to suggest a 
replacement statue - and I think Virginia Florence would be 
fantastic, she was the first Black female librarian in the country 
& earned her degree right here at Pitt, and the statue location 
is RIGHT by the Carnegie Library! - I understand it’s a more 
involved process than calling for removal. So I am calling for 
removal.  
 
Frankly, (and I hope you know I am not trying to dilute my 
point with a joke here) even a statue of Sauerkraut Saul would 
be a better representation of Pittsburgh & our culture & 
values. As far as I know, he has never slaughtered, raped, or 
demonized indigenous people of color. The bar is pretty low 
here. Let’s make the effort to show our Black and indigenous 
neighbors that we hear them. We respect them. We value 
them as members of our communities. We have no 
responsibility to continue to revere a monstrous man. We 
have every responsibility to do better as a city and do what’s 
right, even amongst clouded reactionary backlash. 

John Gardell Yes No Action   

Ade Conway Yes Remove   

Katie Pyzowski Yes Remove   

Andrew Mortensen No Remove   

Stacy Keene Yes Remove 

I can’t believe this is still even an argument. We should not be 
honoring a man who committed such despicable acts as child 
slavery/child rape and genocide. He was even prosecuted by 
law for his horrific acts in his own time. His historically more 
recent veneration was meant to boost Italian immigrants 
when they were experiencing discrimination. It’s time we 
understand that and choose to recognize more honorable 
Italian Americans instead. 



alexander tarnas Yes Alter 

pour blood over it every so often. it should become 
permanently stained after the first few blood pours, but fresh 
blood should be added periodically for best effect. 

Carol Tresca No No Action 

I was born in Pittsburgh and still have family there.  I support 
the preservation of my family's Italian heritage.  I don't agree 
with efforts to destroy or remove historical artifacts. 

Rhyley   Yes Replace 

I think the statue of Christopher Columbus should be replaced 
with a better historical figure representing the black, lgbtq+, 
POC community such as Marsha P Johnson or Martin Luther 
King Jr. I hope the statue of Christopher Columbus is removed 
and replaced with someone better. Please take my thoughts 
into consideration while making your decision. I hope you 
make the right choice. 

Eva Westheimer No Remove 

My name is Eva Westheimer, I am a former resident of 
Pittsburgh. There is no pride in Pittsburgh representing 
America's racist history. Support and honor the history of 
BIPOC community members who our community was actually 
built by. 

Clair Smith Yes Remove We shouldn’t glorify mass murderers 

Maris Altieri Yes Remove 

I work at Phipps Conservatory and it breaks my heart seeing 
this statue every time I walk into work. People often mistake 
Phipps for owning the statue and I am ashamed and 
embarrassed for being associated with it. Having a Christopher 
Columbus statue sends the message that Indigenous People’s 
lives don’t matter. There are so many brilliant artists in 
Pittsburgh, why not pay tribute to them instead of a figure of 
tyranny? 

joanne Taylor Yes No Action   

Ginny   Yes Remove   

Holly King Yes Replace   

Rose Landesberg Yes Replace 

This statue is offensive and honors genocide. I recommend 
replacing it with a monument to the history and achievements 
of minorities and Native people in Western PA. 

Nicholas Breinich Yes Replace 

There is no reason anyone should celebrate Columbus. Let's 
put a statue in that at least represents something positive that 
happened in the last 200 years. 

Jon Engel Yes Remove 

We considered ourselves to be a powerful culture. This place is 
not a place of honor. No highly esteemed deed is 
commemorated here. Nothing valued is here. What is here 
was dangerous and repulsive to us. 
 
The danger is still present in your time, as it was in ours. The 
danger is to the body, and it can kill. 
 
Death to colonialism. 



Gabriella Salvucci Yes Remove   

Nick Noble Yes Replace   

Amelia Wagner Yes Remove   

Alex Deise Yes Remove 
Remove and place in a museum with proper attributes to his 
history. 

Renee Weiss No Remove He is no *hero*, especially not to any indigenous peoples. 

Samantha Hurst Yes Replace 

There's a lot of history surrounding Oakland with regards to 
the University of Pittsburgh, Forbes Field, Phipps and the 
Carnegie Library. Please consider replacing the statue with 
someone who better represents the rich history of the 
neighborhood and it's institutions. 

Julie Mallis Yes Remove 

Christopher Colombus is responsible for mass displacement 
and actively make people upset when they have to be 
reminded of his action. Instead let us return to nature. 
Remove the sculpture and make it a more natural oasis and 
haven for the earth. We need it. 

julia kirby Yes Replace 

It would be very considerate to at least remove the statue. I 
feel that replacing it would be even better as it would liven the 
park. Replacing it with an art installation of preferably a black 
artist would be ideal to show we as Pittsburgers are focused 
on making a more inclusive city. 

Isabel Ganovsky Yes Replace   

Charles Kapcin No No Action 

Who signed this so called petition from Finn Murphy. 
Are they Pittsburghers? Are they Pennsylvanians? Are they all 
American Citizens? 
How do you know if the signatures aren't obtained by 
fraudulent means? How do you know if any of the signer's 
haven't duplicated their signature? Nothing the Lunitic Left 
Wing Wacko's do can be trusted. How are you going to verify 
the authenticity of this sham petition? 

Shaun Hartley Yes Remove   

Ryan Walsh Yes Replace   

Moshe Sherman No Replace 
It’s a symbol of racism & genocide of native Americans. 
Remove it!!!!!! Replace it with a Native American hero 

Alyssa Getty Yes Replace   



Renata Nelson Yes Remove 

I am a lifelong Pittsburgher and have Italian heritage. I support 
wholeheartedly the removal of the Christopher Columbus 
statue. I mention my ethnic background because I have heard 
other Italian Americans voice their pride in Columbus and their 
support of his statue as a cultural symbol. I hope that other 
white Italian Americans like myself can see that first of all, 
Columbus was not a hero. Hundreds of years after his 
mediocre and disastrous voyage, his mostly forgotten time in 
the Americas was glorified as a symbol of The American 
revolution. Italian Americans, we have been fooled. Glorifying 
him glorifies historical, present, and systemic oppression and 
holds up the power of whiteness. We can do better. We can 
and must remove this statue. 

Ronaye Anderson Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus is a symbol of imperialism, hatred, and 
genocide. His statue is a big eff you to all black and brown 
people, especially Native Americans. We all know what 
Columbus did. 

Isabell diaz Yes Replace 

I believe the statue should be promptly removed, and instead 
full that space with a less offensive and more inclusive 
historical figure 

Jessica Kopp Yes Remove   

Milena Jeffers Yes Remove 

Leaving this statue up is an act of violence that glorifies the 
most insidious parts of our history, and the perpetrators of 
genocide. Really unclear about his association with Pittsburgh 
at all. This statue should be removed or replaced with a more 
pertinent figure that characterizes justice and prioritizes anti-
racism. 

Ron Knepper No No Action   



Anon Pitt Resident No No Action 

Hello. I am increasingly concerned about the proposal to 
remove or alter this statue. We should not bend to the whims 
of people who have vandalized property, which is a crime. 
What precedent does this state if we remove this statue 
because of vandals? What lesson are we teaching people? 
That the ones who make the most noise and cause the most 
destruction are the ones who get what they want? 
 
Secondly, we should not try to erase history. Christopher 
Columbus was not a perfect man, but none of us are. 
Christopher Columbus is a historical icon, and removing his 
statue would be a disservice to the great part he has played in 
America's history. Andrew Carnegie was not a good person, 
but that doesn't take away from the good he did do. What is 
next, abolishing libraries that are funded by Andrew Carnegie 
because of the brutal treatment of factory workers that was 
employed by him? 
 
Removing a statue will not do anything to solve the very real 
problem of racism that people are trying to combat against. 
There are real, tangible steps that people could take to 
address this problem. Removing a statue is not one of them.  
 
Thank you for reading, and for taking this into consideration. 

Julia Blake No Replace 

As someone who lived in Pittsburgh for the past 8 years, I am 
still passionate about the city. I have previously written to 
people in the city on this issue and would like to speak on this 
again. I believe that Colombus is an inappropriate person to 
memorialize for the city of Pittsburgh. It is my understanding 
that the city hopes to represent the Italian American 
populatuon of the city, but I do not feel that as someone who 
murdered and raped those native to the Americas, that he is 
the best person to do this. Beyond that, Colombus never 
stepped foot in what we know as the USA. If we are to uphold 
someone as a hero to Italian Americans in Pittsburgh, I believe 
someone more in keeping with the values and history of the 
city should be found 

Julz Picard No Remove Rapists don’t deserve statues. 

Tyler 
Cowden-
Bolster Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus committed genocide and it is repugnant 
(though unsurprising) that the city of Pittsburgh continues to 
celebrate him. 

Michael Myzak Yes Remove 
Replace also works. If the concern is Italian representation 
how about a real man of the people: Bruno Sammartino. 

Ilisa Kauvaka Yes Remove   



Elizabeth Wilkerson Yes Replace 

It would be incredibly tone deaf and frankly embarrassing to 
keep the Christopher Columbus statue. Please consider 
replacing it with a statue honoring Pittsburgh’s Native 
American roots or the contributions of the Black community. 

nicole   Yes Remove   

Austin Dickson Yes No Action   

Joe LaPorte Yes No Action 

The petty attempts to suppress or outright remove historical 
American pieces is greatly unfounded and a gross miss 
allocation of resources which the city could use elsewhere.  
 
Thank You and God Bless America 

Nicole Ziccarelli No No Action   

Hannah   Yes Remove   

Penny Carol Dellojoio No No Action 

Italians were Hung because they were Italian! Our forfathers 
should be remembered as Immegrents who worked hard to 
achieve success. Leave our heritage ALONE. 

Fatima   Yes Remove   

Maria Isabel Villegas Yes Remove 

The statue is a reminder to black and brown Americans of our 
painful history at the hands of white supremacist colonizers, 
and sends the message that our lives will never be as 
important as white people to our government. The Columbus 
Statue has no place in a community that supposedly values 
equality and justice for all. 

Marcia Cohen No No Action 

As a former history teacher it is important to preserve 
knowledge and artifacts and monuments of the past. As times 
change will can look back on these things within the context of 
time. WE CANNOT AND SHOULD NOT CANCEL CULTURE 
because we no longer approve of what happened. We can 
learn from the past and move forward making changes as 
needed. Destroying statues that are a part of history is wrong! 

Richard Kwiatkowski No Alter 

We cannot hide from history because we don't like it, but we 
can present clear and unbiased (of influence from any political 
leaning) factual history about the man represented by the 
statue. People should be free to make up their own minds 
about information presented to them- not have removed so 
that it is never remembered, or made to look as if the person 
represented is infallible. 

Duncan Horgan Yes No Action   

Michael Lucarelli Yes No Action 

It is patently wrong to remove this historic statue from 
Pittsburgh given the central role Christopher Columbus played 
in discovering the western hemisphere landmasses which led 
to the Europeans coming to North and South America 

Kenneth Noca No No Action   

Julio Franco Yes Remove   

LuAnn Mills No No Action It’s history and he is our brother. What would Jesus do? 



Genevieve McCarthy Yes Remove   

marian pusateri No No Action   

Aisen Boyer Yes No Action   

Kelly Hulsman Yes Remove 

Celebrating colonizers who rape, rob and commit genocide 
against our native people is very clearly white supremacy and 
absolutely unacceptable. It’s baffling that it is even up for 
debate. Take the Christopher Columbus statue down. 

Elise   Yes Replace   

Denise Kross No No Action   

Joe Kross No No Action   

Clarissa   Yes Remove   

Laci Staines No Replace   

Melissa Okins Yes Remove 

There is absolutely no reason to have a statue honoring 
Columbus given his horrible history. Teach this history in 
textbooks so we are not doomed to repeat the mistakes of the 
past. Please remove this statue. 

Charles Sclafani No No Action Preserve this statue of this great hero.  Do not remove it. 

Emilia Sclafani No No Action 
Please do not remove the statue of Columbus. His discovery 
was one of the greatest achievement of the Millennium. 

Catherine Hayashi Yes Remove 
It is time to stop honoring those who built this nation by 
eradicating indigenous people. 

Rob Domenick No No Action 

Though I am not a resident of the City, I attended school there 
( Pitt & Duquesne Law )  As an Italian-American,  Columbus is 
part of our shared heritage.    I think that he is getting a bad 
rap for all of the  later atrocities inflicted upon the Native 
Americans by the Spanish.      
 
   I believe the Confederate memorials should all come down 
as the monuments to hate and racism that they are.               
Columbus should stay! 
 
                                                                                                         
Graci ! 
 
                                                                                                  Robert 
Domenick 
 
                                                                                                     
Jeannette, PA 

Sarah Shannon Yes Remove   

Jacob Richards Yes Remove   



neil straub Yes Alter 

It is our responsibility to share the truth about our deep 
history of colonization and genocide. It is also our 
responsibility to own the recent history/present of celebrating 
our wealth stolen from said policy of colonization and 
genocide.  The fact that we erected and celebrated Christoper 
Columbus's actions is itself a choice to remain ignorant and 
invalidate the indigenous experience, which must stop.  I want 
the city to show our understanding of how wrong both our 
ancient and recent greed and de-humanization are with 
apology and efforts to do better, not covering up either.  I 
want to see this alteration made with majority participation 
and decision power of Native Americans and First Nations 
people.  
I also feel strongly that action must be taken even if that is 
Replacement at a minimum. 

Craig Toocheck Yes Remove 

There are so many better Italian-Americans who could be 
represented. Unfortunately Columbus' legacy is marred with 
atrocities. 

Logan   Yes Replace   

Lacey Kostishack Yes Remove   

Karen Marrone Yes No Action   

Paula D. Yes Replace 

I believe we must acknowledge history, but then upon learning 
we have built statues to those who have caused harm, we 
must now do better. Find a space to keep the statue, perhaps 
in a museum, where proper information can be posted to 
inform and teach those about why the statue was erected, and 
then why it was removed. We are not erasing its existence, 
rather teaching the true narrative of how this country was 
colonized and the lives and land of the indigenous people 
were taken. I believe it should be replaced with a more 
accurate statue reflecting the history of this region. 

Maggie Matela Yes Replace   

Bryan Marrone Yes No Action   

Andrew Ribner Yes Remove 

As Christopher Columbus was a colonizer who killed and was 
responsible for the deaths of thousands of native people, he 
should not be celebrated with a statue. 

Jennifer Gale Yes Replace   

Emily   No Remove 

Replace with reparations to indigenous tribes that protect 
Pittsburg today. Make a land acknowledgement with 
reparations. 

Jeremy Toms Yes Replace   

grace   Yes Remove   

William Wehmann Yes Remove   



Max   Yes Replace 

First of all, the statue is important to the personal history of 
Frank Vittor and the honoring of his heritage. While I do not 
support the destruction of the statue, I do support the 
removal and replacement for the simple reason that, although 
he is a historic figure, Columbus has no bearing on the history 
of Pittsburgh, the history of Italian Immigration, and barely 
any with the history of America. Columbus never set food in 
Pennsylvania or anywhere close to it. The use of Columbus as 
an American figure was meant to raise the status of Italian 
Immigrants to make The American People more comfortable 
with them. We have moved past needing this false symbol to 
represent a proud, hardworking, and historically important 
group of people. Thus, if it can be removed and put either in 
an art exhibit or donated to an Italian American coalition, if 
they want it, then maybe that is the direction to go. Columbus 
May be an important historic figure, but honoring him with 
statues makes as much sense as having statues of Hitler, 
Goering and Himmler In Germany (which they don’t). We need 
spaces to talk candidly about morally questionable figures, 
which we have. So put it in a museum where it belongs. 
Original intentions aside, the meaning has changed given the 
moment in history. Thank you. 

Alexandra Korshin Yes Remove 
Let’s do this easy thing to show that Pittsburgh is against 
racism and genocide. 

Chris Phillips No No Action 
Destroying/modifying the past doesn't fix the future. Pick a 
legitimate thing to change 

Kurt Beschorner Yes Remove   

Hollie Tritschler Yes Remove Please remove this eyesore from our beautiful city park. 

Jason Waltz Yes Remove   

Emily Wagner Yes Remove 

Christoper Columbus’ actions caused death and harm to many, 
including Native Peoples who have long suffered since.  This 
statue makes people feel unwelcome and attacked by 
celebrating someone who raped, brutalized, and killed so 
many.  No one in this city should feel that way and we should 
stand on the correct side of history and remove this offensive, 
outdated statue. 

Kendra russo No Remove   

Patricia jackson No No Action   

Jada   Yes Remove   

Sara   Yes Replace   

Tyell Eleam Yes Remove   

Sadie   Yes Remove   

Kialiegh Davis Yes Remove   

Rose W. Yes Remove   

Abigail Sutherland Yes Remove   



Otis Williams Yes Remove 

Columbus didnt even land in America! He landed in the 
Caribbean and went on r*ping abd pillaging. Why do we 
celebrate that? Why not celebrate the indigenous Osage 
people? Whos land we occcupy illegally. Or the workers, of all 
races, who built this city and made it a powerhouse of 
industry.  
 
Or even build a skateable monument to give inner city kids 
more things to skate and enjoy. Life if shitty enough, we dont 
need reminders of fuck-ups staring down at us. 

Emily Stokoski Yes Remove   

Joanne Chetlin Yes Replace 
I would like to see something honoring indigenous people of 
the area. 

Avery Tandon Yes Remove   

Eric Boerer Yes Replace 

Columbus has nothing to do with Pittsburgh. He never even 
set foot in North America. His legacy is one of mass murder, 
slavery and rape that led to the subjugation of Native people, 
even by his own account. Let's replace it with something or 
someone that actually honors our city, not a murderer. 

Ryan Costantini No Remove   

Caitlyn Horn Yes Remove   

Rowan Walker Yes Remove 

Christopher Columbus has a disastrous effect in the indigenous 
peoples he encountered, and is not a figure to be celebrated. 
His statue should be removed immediately. 

Dylan Caliguiri Yes Remove   

 



Name  Action 
Pgh 
Resident? Comment 

Mark Chirumbole No Action No Written by Patrick T. Mason, a member of the Osage Nation 
and past state deputy of New Mexico: "Spain outlawed almost 
all enslavement of Indigenous people by 1500. Yet, 200 years 
later, enslavement of American Indians thrived in British 
Connecticut........Columbus and the Spanish sought 
coexistence....Columbus day is a day for us to remember that 
bold and courageous voyage in 1492 that led to the first 
sustained contact between two very different worlds. It is a 
day to remember the many good things that have come out of 
that contact, such as the founding of the United States, the 
first lasting democratic republic." 

Paul Kennedy No Action No I am a Member of the American Legion and I believe that there’s 
no reason to remove this statue or the Washington Statue. 
What do we tear down next ? We are already disrespecting our flag 
and our veterans. 

Isaiah Bertagnolli Replace Yes Replace with a monument to the indigenous people of the region 
who were massacred and displaced 

George S. 
T.  

DeBolt Alter No Please keep the statue where it is BUT use it to engage and inform.  
Columbus was courageous, bold, undaunted, persistent, and he 
opened up the Western Hemisphere for European Exploration and 
Settlement.  On the other hand the results of his voyages were 
devastating and destructive to millions while obliterating entire 
cultures.  His experience demonstrates that men can accomplish 
great ends while simultaneously doing great harm.  This duality 
needs to be shown and learned.  The fact that the statue has led to 
this discussion demonstrates the vital role it can play in creating 
awareness of mankind's ability to do both good and evil.  Perhaps 
that story can be told with a plaque or even a weatherproof video.  
Keep the statue but take advantage of the opportunity it offers to 
make us aware and enlightened. 

Lee Dudek Remove Yes Christopher Columbus and his legacy are synonymous with 
genocide, rape, and exploitation. He did not discover America, nor 
did he play a role in the founding of our country. He has no 
business being celebrated in any way and a monument to his 
terrible, disgusting legacy has no business in our city or elsewhere. 
There is no lack of truly inspirational or innovative individuals who 
can take his place. This should not be a hard decision 



David Matvey Replace Yes Christopher Columbus treated others in a morally repulsive way. 
He did not discover America and was never anywhere near 
Pittsburgh, thankfully. 

Kayla Marie Saunders Replace Yes Ida B. Wells  
NO WHITE SUPREMACISTS 

GUNNAR HIRTHE Replace Yes If we don’t replace, there should at least be a statement of 
historical significance related to the enslavement and death of 
indigenous peoples associated with this statues meaning and place 
in the history of the Americas. 

Kristen Macey Replace Yes Replace with a statue of an indigenous person that helped our 
region. 

Guillermo 
Jose 

Santiago Remove Yes   

Natalie Bick Remove Yes   

Jacob fox Nelson Replace No   

Levi Reinheimer Remove Yes   

Sarah Core Replace No What does Christopher Columbus have to do with Pittsburgh? We 
have more connection to Sacajawea than to him. Replace it with a 
statue that celebrates someone in Pittsburgh history that doesn't 
have enough recognition currently. 

Gloria   Remove Yes I’m Italian American & know the are much better role models that 
the lovely nation of Italy has given the world. 
 
Columbus is an embarrassment & should be removed 

Megan Toner Replace Yes   

Michaela Hope Replace Yes This man represents colonialism, and not a true "American" ideal. 
We want to uplift the community with meaningful history and with 
historical figures who did NOT contribute to slavery, racism, mass 
murder, mass incarceration, etc. 

Sarah Pack Remove No   

Gerry Kunic No Action No Review your history. 



James Fernald No Action No Statues are typically depicting someone who made a significant 
contribution to our history.  As we progress we may decide that the 
way that person contributed was not good by today's standards.  
We learn from our history that somethings are good and some not 
so much and we need to do things differently.  Removing the 
statues does not change our history, not teaching history does not 
change it either.  I do not understand how a statue of Christopher 
Columbus offends some one.  He was brave enough to sail when 
other weren't.  The unfortunate thing is he brought illness and 
disease to the new world, but keep in mind if it were not him 
discovering the new world the one who did would still have 
brought illness and disease from Europe.   He did not invent slavery 
as it had been going on for thousands of years prior to him.  In 
today's world slavery is not acceptable but five hundred years ago 
is was the norm.  We as a society have progressed and will 
continue to progress and in five hundred years things we do today 
will not be acceptable.  I vote we leave the Christopher Columbus 
Statue and all the other statues in place.  I think the Stephen Foster 
statue should be put back also. 

Maia Cohen Replace Yes   

BetsySmyth Radcliffe No Action Yes The statue is beautiful, is not offensive, & reminds us of the man 
who discovered America.  Do not cave to the minority cancel 
culture. 

Jude Vachon Remove Yes   

Ben Shapiro Replace No Chris Columbus was bad. Replace it with a statue of Rosa Parks. Or 
iJustine. Really anyone who didn’t make it his life’s goal of “enslave 
people who aren’t white” 

Jennifer Nguyen Remove Yes   



Francesca Montenegro Replace Yes Christopher Columbus, plain & simple, was an evil, greedy & 
terrible human.  
 
Columbus would reward his lieutenants with sex slaves - - 
particularly young girls who had been forced into sexual slavery. In 
a letter to a friend, Columbus remarked upon how girls between 
the ages of 9 and 10 could be used as currency: “ A hundred 
castellanoes are as easily obtained for a woman as for a farm, and 
it is very general and there are plenty of dealers who go about 
looking for girls; those from nine to ten are now in demand.” - 
Christopher Columbus, 1500.  
In addition to smallpox & other disease which wiped out huge 
segments of the native population, the sudden influx of forced 
labor in the New World resulted in a mass imbalance in the ecology 
& workforce of the Native peoples. It’s estimated that the final 
death toll from post-Columbian disease and starvation was in the 
range of 3-5 million people.  
 
Columbus’s gold exports also resulted in the paralysis of the gold 
economy of the Gold Coast in Africa.This led to the rise of African 
slaves as the dominant commodity in that region which 
inadvertently makes Columbus the father of the transatlantic slave 
trade.  
 
There are so many atrocities he is credited for & there just isn’t 
enough space here to lay them all out for people to see how vile he 
was. No man or woman devoid of such humanity should ever be 
memorialized in a statue. Tell the real truth in history & stop hiding 
behind cultural fiction.  
REMOVE THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS STATUE! 

Kate Lyons Remove Yes   

Will Sabol Remove Yes   

Ricky Moslen Remove Yes   

Mary ann sweet Remove Yes If possible, replace it with a memorial to the Indigenous peoples 
whose lives were destroyed by Columbus. 

Casper Peters Remove Yes   

Kayla Koch Remove Yes   

Sharon Graham No Action No It is a mistake to erase our history. 

Paul MacPherson No Action Yes   

Tara Lakdawala Remove Yes   



Ellen Kitzerow Replace Yes Having a statue of Christopher Columbus is an insult to the 
Indigenous people of Americas. He did not discover "A New 
World". Indigenous people had been here for centuries. He 
enslaved and mutilated the native peoples and helped bring 
diseases that killed 90% of them. His colonization and cruelty 
should not be celebrated. His statue should be taken down and 
replaced with something that honors the Indigenous people of this 
region. 

Christine Molka No Action No Please stop removing statues that have been there forever. This is 
pure insanity! It’s not like the statues come down every night and 
protest and destroy lives and property. Surely there are more 
important things that need addressed in a city that has many, many 
problems. We’re afraid to go downtown because of all the bad 
people loitering around. 

Nikolas Diamant Replace Yes   

Will Bernstein Remove Yes   

Kelby Haskins Replace Yes Replace it with someone cooler.  Pgh has many legendary ppl that 
could replace it.  Or any other person that stands for righteousness 
and isn't a P.O.S. 

Sara Innamorato Remove Yes   

Dan Strinkoski No Action Yes   

Frederick Carlson No Action No The arguments to remove the Columbus statue (which is a 
wonderful work of art) are based on highly flawed recent 
biographies often edited from secondary sources to make 
Columbus out to be some kind of insane mass genocidal maniac. 
The actions of some of his men are often equated with Columbus' 
actions. It is not right to consign a statue of Columbus to removal 
based on this faddish historical distortion. I hope the Pittsburgh Art 
Commission could look long-term at this issue and not bend to 
emotional distorted accusations that will never be proven one way 
or the other. I'd like to think Pittsburgh has enough of a historic 
perspective to resist the mob demands that dominate the short 
news cycle. I am a nationally known illustrator/designer and taught 
in the Art Dept at Carnegie Mellon University for 14 years. I am 
promoting the presence and value of our existing public art 
resources against the emotions of the historical revisionists. We'll 
be taking everything down if the mob wins this one against 
Columbus and its wonderful location near Phipps and Schenley 
Park. 



Mattie Banks Replace Yes I think the Columbus statue should ultimately be removed and 
replaced with a new statue honoring indigenous peoples past and 
present. I think a new statue could be used to educate people on 
the atrocities that indigenous peoples faced as a result of white, 
European colonization as well as the lasting effect that settler 
colonialism has on Native American communities in the present. I 
think it could also be used to challenge the way that people 
generally think about the land they are standing on; I think we too 
often forget that all of the land we occupy in the U.S. is stolen land. 

Hannah Turpin Replace Yes Monuments are meant to acknowledge and honor an event or 
individual. Removing a statue does not erase that person or 
narrative from history. However, it does recognize that the 
colonialist ideologies of Columbus's travels and the resulting 
enslavement, rape, murder, displacement, disenfranchisement and 
racist control of indigenous peoples is not to be celebrated. We do 
not need a statue to remember or teach about the harm brought 
about by Columbus. Instead, we should erect a new statue of a 
Black Pittsburgher to reward the contributions of people of color to 
our city achieved not through racist or genocidal means. This 
decision of which historical figure to select should, of course, be 
made in collaborative dialogue with Pittsburgh's communities of 
color. 

Sue Means No Action No   

Pablo Anton Remove Yes   

Lorin   Remove Yes We should not be celebrating him 

Claire Duncan Remove Yes   

Heidi Hill Remove Yes   

Bianca   Replace Yes This statue serves no purpose in this community. Columbus never 
set foot in the current day United States let alone Pittsburgh. I 
think we should replace the state with someone with more 
connection to the city, or just remove the statue. 

Catherine Fleetwood No Action Yes i want these statues to remain in place 

James Gallo Remove Yes   

Suzanna Hinkle Remove No   

Lori Flynn Remove Yes The Christopher Columbus statue should be removed immediately, 
and I recommend a public smashing of it. Columbus was a 
murderer, racist, and rapist and any statue celebrating him also 
celebrates racism, murder, and rape. 

Keith Morris No Action Yes Enough 

Dan Adams No Action Yes   



Brad Korinski Alter Yes Erect appropriate historical markers/exhibits to place Columbus in 
appropriate historical context.  What occurred after 1492 is a 
cautionary tale applicable to our own time.  We should use the 
story of Columbus and the statue to teach and explain: use it as an 
opportunity to encourage folks to have critical thoughts and 
challenge their conventional wisdom.  I think the easiest decision is 
to take down.  But, the story of Columbus will continue to be told 
in its rather simplistic hagiography in school textbooks and popular 
media.  Thus, I encourage the City to use the statue as a platform 
to push-back on the standard historical narrative, while still 
respecting the statute and the Italian-American community that 
erected it in a different era and for a different purpose. 

Emily Brunner Remove Yes   

William Eaton No Action No   

Justin   Remove Yes   

Julia Roberson Remove Yes Colombus does not represent the ideals of  our city and does not 
foster a sense of equality and community. If another appropriate 
figure can be found that would be okay, but Colombus should be 
removed. 

Catherine Giles Remove Yes Columbus was a colonizer, and it is beyond time that the United 
States confronts this fact. Removing his statue will not remove his 
name from history, but it is very important to acknowledge this 
part of our past. 

Harbour Edney Remove Yes   

Samuel Lacava jr No Action Yes   

Rebecca Levine Replace Yes The Columbus statue should be replaced with someone local who 
has done positive things. For example: August Wilson, Rachel 
Carson, Jonas Salk 

William McKim No Action No I am a member of the Knights of Columbus.   I am writing on my 
own behalf and not on behalf of the organization.   Our 
organization of Catholic men has done wonderful and significant 
charitable work for more than a century.  I think it is totally 
inappropriate to remove Christopher Columbus's statute.   I 
remember very well learning about the historic figure when in 
grade school.  Was he perfect?  Probably not, but not many of us 
can make that claim for ourselves.  Who is next? George 
Washington? 

Ken Landau No Action No   

Asia Millender Replace Yes   

Dorothy Lydic No Action Yes   



Gabriel McMorland Remove Yes Columbus statues were erected across the US as monuments to 
racism and the consolidation of white american identity during a 
time of official US wars against inidigenous people, increasing 
violence to crush reconstruction, and expanding foreign wars to 
conquer territory from Mexico and also the Phillipines and Puerto 
Rico. take the statue donw ASAPimmediately, and then possibly 
replace it or not later once we've removed this harmful and 
embarrasing landmark 

Garrett Bower Alter Yes I believe the Christopher Columbus statue should be replaced or 
altered in some way to shift focus away from Columbus in favor of 
highlighting the indigenous people of the Allegheny region who 
lived here for thousands of years prior to European colonialism.  
 
Arguments that claim demoting historic figures like Columbus 
promotes erasure forget that his idolization has contributed to the 
erasure of entire peoples and civilizations destroyed by 
Westernization. It is far more important and valuable for us as a 
modern society to re-evaluate our own history and acknowledge 
the ways we have benefited from the violence of our past and 
honor those we have harmed and oppressed for the sake of our 
civilization. 
 
I understand that part of the appeal for leaving the statue 
unaltered has been based on the high cost the city may incur 
through its removal and how that may make it difficult to enact. I 
would suggest that the statue be altered or partially replaced to 
mitigate cost. The nature of the alterations I believe should be left 
up to or at least determined in collaboration with the Council of 
Three Rivers American Indian Center. The legacy of Columbus is 
one that directly affects the history and present lives of indigenous 
people and so it should be their right to reframe the historic 
narrative on the colonization of their lands. 

Laura 
SanBoeuf 

Paris Replace Yes   

Amy Camp Replace Yes   

MADONNA RONEY No Action No   



Cassandra Malis Replace Yes According to the Native Land map (https://native-land.ca/), 
Pittsburgh lies on land previously occupied by the 
Shawanwaki/Shawnee and Osage tribes. I recommend Christopher 
Columbus be replaced with a monument that recognizes the 
history of this territory, tribes, and cultures. Representatives from 
each tribe should be leaders of the development of this 
monument, and should be able to share their traditions and stories 
in their own meaningful way. 

Keya Joseph Remove Yes The amount of terrible and disgusting things I’ve learned about 
Columbus during this public outcry is absolutely insane. I can’t 
believe we were not taught this all from the start. It’s egregious 
that we as a community and as a nation have erased the reality of 
his actions and taught children to idolize this man as “a great 
explorer” or someone to look up to. He was a rapist and a 
murderer, NOT someone who deserves a statue. 

Mark Monk No Action Yes   

Andy Nunn Replace Yes At least remove it. 

Corey Miller Replace No   

Jonathan Winkler Remove Yes   

Marissa   Replace Yes   

Zachary Thomas No Action Yes   

Marissa   Replace Yes Replace with a historic figure who's had a positive impact on all 
demographics 

Michael G 
and Gloria 
L 

Fader No Action Yes   

Dziyana Zubialevich Remove Yes   

Josh Bannon Remove No   

Olav Carter Replace Yes   

Heather Cramer Replace No We could always use more Fred Rogers statues in our city. Why do 
we need a monument to a man who committed genocide? Read 
Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United States. Columbus 
memorials are shameful. 

Jason Hahn Remove Yes   

Joseph Cooper Replace No It's time we start examining the myth of Christopher Columbus and 
recognizing the genocide he perpetuated. How about 
creating/displaying art that celebrates our diversity and honors the 
native people's that lived in the area? 

Hilary Serbin Remove Yes   

Kathleen Ma Replace Yes   



James Deery No Action No We have to stop making reactionary decisions. They should be 
made after the facts  have been researched, vetted and discussed 
and not based on how the wind is blowing this week. 

Sarah Pearman Replace Yes I do not see the value of this symbol that glorifies the great harms 
of colonialism. Let's replace this statue with a figure who did not 
perpetrate genocide. 

joe daquelente No Action No   

Geoffrey Arnold Replace Yes Christopher Columbus never set foot in Pennsylvania, and nothing 
nearby Phipps Conservatory is particularly relevant to him or his 
accomplishment of "discovering" a place which was already 
inhabited by humankind. 
 
I believe this monument should be replaced by one dedicated to 
the Tribes and Leaders of the Seneca, Adena and Monongahela 
peoples, who settled here before Europeans. The monument 
should also include references to those who were forced here for a 
time due to Anglo-French colonization; Delaware, Shawnee, 
Iroquois, Mingo, etc. 
 
Source: https://www.wesa.fm/post/who-lived-here-first-look-
pittsburgh-s-native-american-history 

 


