Columbus statue

martomasic@aol.com <martomasic@aol.com>

Sat 9/12/2020 4:18 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| am sending this to say | support "No Action" regarding the Columbus statue/monument.

Sincerely,
Marlene Tomasic



Columbus Statue

Robert Gleason <gleasro@verizon.net>
Sat 9/12/2020 4:18 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Arts Commission,

| would like to contribute my opinion on the future disposition of the Columbus Statue.

The minority opinion to cancel our US history is deplorable. If the minority would like to "Clarify" the
history of Columbus, one might add a civilized summary of this founders contribution to the discovery of
this country and the conditions of this accomplishment during that period of time. The current "Brief"
offered by the opposition opinion is "narrow" in context and is typical when one does not want to
debate a topic fully. Any legitimate historian would include in that summary the social behavior of all
explorers and the societal conditions of the time. No one can rightfully judge the mindset and behavior
of those explorers of that time period using the cultural norms of today. You learn to how improve lives
and society over time by "studying" history not by burying it.

My vote is to "Leave the Statue” in it's place to designate him as focal founder and how we can learn
from exploration of that time.

Proudly submitted,

Robert Gleason

Pleasant Unity, Pa.

Sent from my iPad



Columbus statue

Edward Oliver <edo_pcs@yahoo.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 7:58 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
To whom it may concern...

I respectfully implore you to Teave the statue of Christopher Columbus in Shenley Park
Where it is. I am a retired History teacher of 30 years. while it is true that
Columbus committed atrocities against the natives of the New world, there is more that
maybe you don't know about him. I have always taught this to my students, so that they
would understand that there is something that Columbus did that we can be thankful
for. Columbus has been given credit for what historians call the "Geographic
Revolution". This is the change of the world maps due to his discoveries. Because of
Ccolumbus, we had many explorers take the chance of sailing to the New world and making
many new discoveries and adding to the maps of the world. These discoveries of course,
would Tead to the settling of America by the British and our distinctively English
culture. It would not have taken very much to change all of that had someone else made
the first discovery and change the chain of events that led to our great nation.
Memorials remind us of the great people and events of our past and how our history was
shaped. Sometimes this may also highlight both good and bad. The Bible does not hold
back on telling the good and bad things done by God's chosen people. This is so
rﬁaders will understand that no one is perfect but are still capable of doing good
things.

Edward D. Oliver, North Side



COLUMBUS statue

Patty Dolan <pdd@voyagerhldgs.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 1:02 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Art Commission:

Per the Special Hearing to take place on September 23rd,

The Tribune Review's front page announced a call for our voice in whether
a statue of Christopher Columbus stays in Shenley Park near Phipps
Conservatory or is taken down.

| am of the opinion that our American history and our heritage is at stake if we
forget any of our past. We learn from our past; and our future is doomed to be
riddled with the same mistakes if we forget and dismiss our past.

It is important to have the statue remain. | submit that | represent many of my
family members (and friends) who hold this same opinion.

The case can be made by many far more eloquent than I. | realize the reasons
are many, and ‘socially correct’ or ‘politically correct’ misguided mob rule is not
sufficient reason to remove this statue.

Instead, everyone should learn the history of Christopher Columbus and the
history of the decision of the citizens that came to conclude to spend their time,
money and effort to erect this.

Leave the Columbus statue erected right where it is.

Respectfully,
Pat Dolan



COLUMBUS STATUE

gksmjs@verizon.net <gksmjs@verizon.net>
Sat 9/12/2020 11:24 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

I'm not Italian but I'm glad our Italian neighbors are putting up opposition to removing the Columbus Statue in
Oakland. Columbus was a brave sole at that time wanting to explore unknown lands. He would not have been a
perfect person like none of us are so stand up to these people and refuse to remove this statue. Try to find a way
to put a barrier around this statue to protect it. In case you haven't heard these people like in many other cities in
the US won't stop with this statue and want to continue removing all statues and our history. These people are
communists and we can't give in to them. My opinion is to leave the statue where it is with some sort of
protective barrier around it. \When anyone defaces monuments they should be arrested and put in jail. WE
MUST NOT GIVE INTO THESE PEOPLE!

Marilyn Solomon



Removal of the Christopher Columbus statue

Charlie Caryl <crcaryl@gmail.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 4:35 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To whom it may concern,

As a mother of 2 children, it frightens me that some are erasing history so easily. | feel that removing
statues are the wrong message. Although the morals of a man maybe difficult to swallow , their
achievements for our history should not be forgotten.

If we continue this path, let's tear down our cathedrals, stop playing music, and eliminate all professional
sports. There are many individuals in these arenas that don't deserve the stage in our children’s lives.
But we teach our children not to lose faith. And furthermore, | teach my children that they can only
control their behavior and actions.

However, how do we become better? We learn from our greatest achievements and our epic failures.
This is what it is to be human.

| was not taught about our greatest leaders gratuitous extra marital affairs, addictions or illegal dealings,
but their achievements to our country. Many of our leaders, despite their faults, remain securely in our
history.

America loves a comeback. There are many that have made mistakes, and fight their way back. Don't
tear down history like it never happened. Educate young and old on the rich history of our great nation.
Allow our children the opportunity to learn as each one of you were taught in school. Don't teach a
different story.

Regards,

Renee Caryl

Sent from my iPhone



Pittsburgh Statues

Gerry Sale <gerrysale7@gmail.com>

Sun 9/13/2020 12:22 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please do not remove any statues of our past history. Sometime in the future other statures may be
erected to remember a current historical event or person. These statutes also should remain for the next
generations to remember.

Sent from my iPhone



Please do not remove the statue.

pcavota <pcavota@earthlink.net>
Sun 9/13/2020 12:06 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Paul Cavota

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



No action on the statue.

Ed Howley <edlhowley@gmail.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 11:12 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please take,,NO ACTION, and keep the statue where it is. It's a part of our History.



Columbus statue

Mary Ann Novak <ranman_93@yahoo.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 11:00 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Whom it May Concern:

This letter is in regards to the consideration of the removal of the Christopher Columber statue: |
OPPOSE THIS ACTION.

History cannot be changed or erased. Our country is by no means perfect but we are the most free,
prosperous and best nation in the world. We need to remember where we came from as a nation so we
know we where want and not want to go.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Mary Ann Novak



Christopher Columbus statue

karen_r@ymail.com <karen_r@ymail.com>

Sat 9/12/2020 10:06 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| believe the statue should not be removed. People in this country are trying to erase our history and
cancel everything they do not agree with or that doesn't fit into their narrative. Our history by no means
is perfect, but we need to learn from it, not erase it.

Sent from my iPad



Christopher Columbus statue

Bert Ulrich <bbsings@hotmail.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 8:27 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To whom it may concern,

Re. the debate over the potential removal of the statue..... please don't!!! Admittedly, the history of our
country has it's flaws; but, the notion that it can be erased/altered by removing statues, is absolutely
absurd! Why not invest the energy into education about such statues....the positive & negative
aspects (because it's not all negative!). Or, perhaps it's easier to cave to the Cancel Culture!?

A reply would be appreciated so | know this was received.

Thank you, Bert Ulrich
Get Outlook for Android




Christopher Columbus statue in Oakland

Carol Hensler <carolannehensler@gmail.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 7:47 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No action! Statue should remain unchanged in current location!

Carol Hensler
Sent from my iPhone



Columbus statue in Shenley Park

Mariclare Beggy <mcbeggy@icloud.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 10:36 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please consider this a vote to keep the statue of Christopher Columbus in Schenley Park
Mariclare Beggy

Sent from my iPhone



Christopher Columbus statue

Tom <hoosierlavelle@aol.com>

Sun 9/13/2020 8:07 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| want to request that the Christopher Columbus statue be allowed to remain. It is part of our history
good bad or ugly. And ALL history has good bad and ugly. We will never have a perfect person to
honor with a statue. Thank you for your time and consideration Anne Lavelle

Sent from my iPhone



Christopher Columbus Statue

Cynthia Seth <michaelynn.07@gmail.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 6:38 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To whom it may concern,

My name is Cynthia Seth and | live in Shaler outside of pittsburgh. | am emailing to cast my vote in
favor of keeping the Christopher Columbus statue. | find it very sad and disrespectful that it would be
considered to be removed. This is part of our history. History contains both positive and negative
events.

Cynthia Seth



Christopher Columbus Statue

Matt Lucas <mjldal@outlook.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 8:54 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| recently heard that there was a call to voice our opinion on whether or not the statue of Christopher Columbus
in Shenley Park near Phipps Conservatory should be removed or be allowed to remain.

| am asking that the statue REMAIN! This is history that some people are trying to change. Right or wrong, we
need to leave our statues so that we can celebrate what successes we had in history as well as learn from the
mistakes we have made.

Erasing our history isn’t the answer.

Thank you.

Debbie Lucas
Pittsburg, PA



Christopher Columbus statue near Phipps Conservatory

Lori Gardea <mlgardea@yahoo.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 7:28 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| vote to take “no action”.
No one is perfect and we need to learn from their weaknesses. Also, we need to understand the time
period in which he lived and we cannot evaluate someone’s contribution based on today's standards.

Why is there such a desire to erase history rather than learn from it.

People act like we are better today, but based on everything I've seen that is not true. People should
really ask themselves if they are acting any better than Columbus did.

Thank you!

Sent from my iPad



(No subject)

Dennis Kolin <funbun73@icloud.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 7:37 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

NO ACTION

Sent from my iPhone



attn: Art Commission Special Hearing re. Columbus statue

rkcostello@comcast.net <rkcostello@comcast.net>
Sat 9/12/2020 5:26 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| vote to keep the Statue of Christopher Columbus near Phipps Conservatory.

Do the people that want it removed actually believe that Europeans would not have traveled and settled in
America, if it wasn’t for Christopher Columbus.

I am Slovak and my country of heritage has been conquered by Hungarians, Russians, Germans and who knows
who else. No territory is static and no native people can expect not to have people move into their land.

Rebecca Costello (Irish husband)



Save Christopher Columbus Statue

ENDePersis Consulting <info@endepersis.com>
Fri 9/11/2020 1:18 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; blake.playchak@pittsburghpa.gov <blake.playchak@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Wood, Daniel <daniel.wood@pittsburghpa.gov>; Murray, James
<james.murray@pittsburghpa.gov>; Yonan, Emilie <emilie.yonan@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

Christopher Columbus not only discovered America (which all of us, not just
Italian Americans, should be proud of) but he advanced the science of navigation
to new heights. What courage he displayed in the face of the nay-sayers to sail
on the journey which led to the discovery of our country. You can honestly say he
defied the politically correct attitude of his day and fearlessly adhered to his own
vision. He certainly did not cower behind stagnation because it was the politically
correct thing to do. He was a very brave man and one who should be emulated,
not cast aside like an old shoe; so as to be politically correct. The same courage
was displayed by the founders of our country and the authors of the constitution.
The politically correct thing to do at that time was to bow down to the British, pay
their absorbent taxes, accept the demeaning rules imposed and to act the coward
as displayed by many of today’s governing bodies.

To all commission members. If Columbus had not discovered America, your
family would have had the burden of living the oppressive life your forefathers
recognized as unsuitable. They recognized that there was a better world in this
country, discovered by the great Italian Navigator, Christopher Columbus. Your
forefathers displayed the courage to want to better themselves and lives of their
descendants. They had the courage and conviction to follow Columbus’ route.
Their action was not politically correct. Get real education. Don’t be a naive
politically correct sop. Realize what it means to be an immigrant - American, and
the pride it should bring you.

The six sons of my father and mother all served in the U.S. Military to defend our
country. Three in World War Il; and three in the Korean War. We were proud to
serve to defend our country and we love the USA. We are all extremely proud
that our parents followed the trail blazed by the Great Navigator to the USA, one
hundred years ago.

Don’t tarnish the achievements of Christopher Columbus.



Sincerely and Fraternally Yours,

Edward U. DePersis
/kle

Manor Oak Two, Suite 980

1910 Cochran Road

Pittsburgh, PA° 15220-1203

(412) 343-7077



Christopher Columbus Statue

Robert Cialella <treehouse19@icloud.com>
Tue 9/15/2020 6:33 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| DO NOT agree that the statue of Christopher Columbus be taken down at Shenley Park.

Robert



(No subject)

Peggy Kolin <mmkolin56@yahoo.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 7:53 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

NO ACTION

Leave our history alone!!

Sent from my iPad



Statue

Harrer, Brian S (Highmark Health) <brian.harrer@highmarkhealth.org>
Mon 9/14/2020 7:10 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello,

| definitely vote to keep the statue of Christopher Columbus.

Sincerely,
Brian Harrer



No Action - Christopher Columbus Statue

Tom Shafer <tomshafer01@aol.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 8:33 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No Action



No Action - Christopher Columbus Statue

Diane Shafer <shafe4040@yahoo.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 8:35 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No Action



Christopher Columbus Statue

chasgk@comcast.net <chasgk@comcast.net>
Sat 9/12/2020 8:46 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Do Not Remove the Christopher Columbus Statue.

Do Not Appease the Lunitic
Left Wing Radicals.

Repeat:

Do Not Remove the Christopher Colombia Statue!



Please keep the Columbus Statue

Winkie llic <whilic@yahoo.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 2:57 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Whom It May Concern:

I'd like to lend my voice to the people who would like to see the statue of Columbus stay where
it is.

If you are interested in why, let me share my opinion, if | may.

This country has a long history full of both sordid and soaringly beautiful people and events.
This is the truth of life, as everyone who has lived at least 50 years can well attest.

It was in 1989 when | was in Genova, Italy and | actually saw Columbus' boyhood home. It
struck me very powerfully. It is something that connects the Italian people with this country in a
deep way. s it possible to recognize good and bad at the same time? Who will be
remembered in this world? Who can withstand the scrutiny that is involved with these decisions
to erase historical figures?

| am not Italian, and | do believe native people were violently oppressed and am horrified by this
fact of U.S. history. Yet, if we are going to dismiss the impact of this person's attempts to reach
out and find a "new world", then all of us have to leave. We have all benefited from the country
that emerged. This country did begin with the repulsive evil of slavery. But we eventually
rejected it. This country saved the world from the evils of Hitler and Stalin. We have blood on
our hands, but we are also, as the black social justice activist, Bob Woodson beautifully stated,
"... a country of redemption."

What did this country mean to all the people who fled evil tyrants, including my own parent?
What does this country mean to people who would have no chance to to use their God-given
talents if they hadn't come here? Why are people coming here still, from all over the world,
from all races, colors, creeds and religions, choosing to make the US their home? Christopher
Columbus represents the courage it takes to step out and try a new life, far away from loved
ones...and to build a life.

| am surrounded in my daily life mostly by immigrants. Are all these immigrants wrong to come
here, knowing that this land was taken away from the natives? You need to be able to answer
that question without hesitation.

We must separate our awareness of sin and evil with the reality that this "new world" has meant
for countless people for the past few hundred years. What about the poem that people use all
the time to talk about how this country has nurtured the "huddled masses"?

If Christopher Columbus is not relevant to us, who is? Why are all of us who are non-native
here? Honestly, why are we here? Must we all leave? | mean to ask this sincerely.

You may say that we don't need to have a statue of Christopher Columbus. | say, is it
absolutely evil to have a statue of him? Is he a reminder of a new era in the world? Is he a
reminder that we are all part of a story? Should we not care about that story and live in just the
present, staring at our cell phones, wondering what the next big thing will be that we should be
offended by?



Teach the truth to the children. Explain the complexity as best you can, according to the age of
the children. But to erase a person who was so pivotal in history, and who is such a source of
pride for the Italian people, who had a huge role in the history of this country, is a slap in the
face to them, the Italian immigrants.

| have a dear friend who is Genovese. She was the one who showed me where Christopher
Colmubs lived. It will be very painful for me to tell her this news if it happens. She will feel
ashamed of her nationality. She will feel rejected by Americans. Is this what you want?

Such an action as this has consequences.

Please consider long and hard before you act, even if you don't have a huge number of votes
either way.

Thank you for your consideration. | hope | don't have to tell my Italian friend who loves this
country that we reject her nation's representative. | don't want to have to tell her that. Itisn't a
gesture of good-will at all.

Sincerely

Winkie llic



Columbus Statue

Fred A. Perrotta <fap4@earthlink.net>
Thu 9/10/2020 8:00 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Vote: No Action.

Fred A. Perrotta



FW: Save the Columbus Statue

Bob Gabbianelli <RGABBIANELLI@achsng.com>
Thu 9/10/2020 11:20 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

MJ 1 attachments (1 MB)
scan_rgabbianelli_2020-09-08.pdf;

To whom it may concern,
Please see the attached and emails below.

Thank you,
Bobby and Cindy Gabbianelli

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Cynthia Gabbianelli <cindy.gabbianelli@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 8:49 PM

Subject: Fwd: Save the Columbus Statue

To: <corey.oconnorl4@gmail.com>

Hi Corey,

Forwarding you a request to the Mayor to save the Columbus statue in Schenley Park. We truly need your support
in protecting this piece of history as part of our Italian heritage and legacy.

Hope all is well with you and thank you in advance for your support, it's greatly appreciated.
Bobby and Cindy Gabbianelli

—————————— Forwarded message ---------

From: Cynthia Gabbianelli <cindy.gabbianelli@gmail.com>
Date: Tue, Sep 8, 2020 at 8:41 PM

Subject: Save the Columbus Statue

To: <william.peduto@ pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Mayor Peduto,

The Columbus Statue was dedicated in Schenley Park in 1958, the same year | was born. It represents our proud
Italian heritage and was paid for by the Italian immigrants of the community, much like your grandparents who
you so proudly depicted in your commercials when campaigning for mayor. | was able to relate to your Italian
grandparent segment of the commercial, it touched my heart and won my vote.

| am a life long resident of Allegheny County and have been a City resident since 1969 when my parents moved to
Greenfield. | recall our many family visits to Schenley Park always taking time for the Columbus Statue which of
course was larger than life to me at the time. After marrying my beautiful Italian wife we moved to Squirrel Hill
and have lived in the same house for over 34 years where we raised our two sons Gino and Carmine. Like my
parents we had many family outings to Schenley Park always making it a point to see the Columbus Statue.



It would be truly disheartening for all Italians, especially Pittsburgh Italians, if the Columbus Statue were to be
removed. Please see the attached it may help in your decision and please do not remove the Columbus Statue.

Respectfully,

Bobby and Cindy Gabbianelli
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We're roiled by a national protest on inequality, we're dogged by a disease
that is surging back and forcing millions to unemployment rolls, and we're
watching in disbelief as protesters splinter away from a good
cause to go off and topple Christopher Columbus statues.

You can support the destruction and vandalism of statues,
or you can respect the law, but you can’t do both — at least not
without acknowledging the feverishly misguided precedent that
is being set.

City leaders across America are removing Columbus
monuments simply to prevent the chaotic effects of a mob
mentality from descending on their parks and squares, and not
because of what’s right and just.

It’s always been easier to knock things down than to build
things up, but if we've learned anything from democracy’s first
spark, it’s that we must maintain our civility, especially when
others do not.

One of the important lessons of the peaceful social reform
movement is that leveragmg the branches of government to plead your case

is the real way to achieve change.

And in those halls and chambers,
. 55 a you'll find activists from the Italian
%3‘2%%‘;‘ = % Ame1"ican community Vf/hO clxampiqn
z° ;“g% = . a widely accepted view that the
< 5 g : 8 Columbus statues represent inclusion
= E and the fight against crushing
T discrimination.
= T It would be helpful if agitated
e ~f—- Q protesters put down their saws and
E =0 g lighter fluid and did a little research.
é’ RN = §§§ N They’'d discover that President
e g_,’g =¥ 28 X Benjamin Harrison declared the
5 bl < = 4p 9 400th anniversary of Columbus Day
28 ¢ =R L o in 1892 a national holiday for two
s § o " é E B 5 endearing reasons.
§ g ﬁ _§_ _§5 i Qn: The larger purpose was to
= g z ik E% 493 recognize the many immigrants
= ig a :'%_ who arrived in Columbus’ wake and
= =P 8 o ﬁ E helped build America over the next
= TaEOva four centuries.

Basil M. Russo

It was also a powerful statement against a pervasive bigotry in America
that led to the lynching of 11 Sicilian immigrants in New Orleans and pushed
all Italian immigrants to the fringes of society.

The parades and statues that rose up in the 1900’s were a
rallying cry against this brutality and prejudice, and sparked the
creation of the Italian American culture and identity.

It took Italian Americans decades to overcome the violence
and bigotry which publicly manifested itself in the Sacco
Vanzetti trial, the designation of Italian nationals in America as
enemy aliens during World War II, and the relentless portrayal
by the media and entertainment industry of Italian Americans as
gangsters and thugs.

Thanks to the accomplishments of our military heroes,
larger-than-life athletes, titans of commerce — and yes, national
admiration of Christopher Columbus, we were finally able to gain
acceptance.

We sincerely want the same transformation for all of our
nation’s ethnic and racial groups. All we ask is that it doesn’t happen at the
expense of our history, heritage and symbols. These statues aren’t just made
of cement and bronze, but of our blood, sweet and tears — along with the
hope that our society will continue to push itself to new frontiers.

We should not let a group of misinformed individuals rewrite our history
and erase that spirit from a country that we literally helped build from the
ground up.

We all need to stand up for what's right and raise our voices to restore
order and safeguard our heritage. We each need to do our part by writing,
calling, emailing, texting, and attending meetings, to let every public official,
every news media outlet, and every school board member know that our
community will not stand silently by while Columbus’ legacy is torn down by
revisionist historians and misguided activists.

Columbus’ bold journey planted the seeds of the great American
experiment and opened the door to more than 500 years of immigration
by people from around the world seeking better lives for their families.
This is what Columbus statues stand for. This is the legacy we are fighting
to preserve.

This article first appeared in the August edition of the national Italian
American magazine, Fra Noi.

Inside this edition of La Nostra Voce is information about what
you can do to help protect the Columbus statue in Pitisburgh, PA.
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Columbus Statue in Schenley Park

chrissygirl15@aol.com <chrissygirl15@aol.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 1:03 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No action!

Christine Straley



Columbus

JOHN J RUSSO <apdjr@aol.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 8:09 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please don't try to rewrite history and remove the statue of Christopher Columbus. He had the guts to
navigate the ocean over 500 years ago and find new a new continent. He is the grandfather of our
country and the statue was built with private funds.

No action.



Columbus Statue

Wendy Gallagher <wvgallagher@hotmail.com>

Mon 9/14/2020 9:58 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To whom it may concern:

Please do not remove the statute of Christopher Columbus near Phipps. This is our history. No history
in any civilization that has ever existed is perfect, because humans are not perfect. History is a learning
experience for all generations, and historically, only tyrannical governments attempt to erase a country's
history, replacing it with lies and deception.

Thank you for your consideration,

Wendy Gallagher



Christopher Columbus Statue

Anthony DeFeo <anthony.v.defeo@gmail.com>
Thu 9/10/2020 11:34 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear City of Pittsburgh,
My name is Anthony DeFeo and | am a resident of New York City.

Respectfully, | think you should keep the statue of Christopher Columbus. It would be extremely
disrespectful to Italian Americans to remove it.

This attack on Columbus is an attack on the Italian American community, heritage and culture.

Christopher Columbus did not rape, did not enslave, did not commit genocide. He was a courageous
and brilliant individual who found a new land that no one knew existed. He opened up new trade
routes from Europe to this new world and he brought Christianity here. He had a high regard of the
Natives he met and developed a great relationship with the Taino tribe.

On March 14, 1891, eleven ltalians were lynched in New Orleans. It was the largest mass lynching in
the American South. President Harrison knew that the lynching in New Orleans was morally wrong. He
knew ltalians faced bigotry and institutionalized discrimination. He knew they faced mob violence
throughout the land. This is why Columbus Day was created. The holiday became a symbol of Italian
American pride. Italian Americans finally started to feel included and respected in American society.

Both of my grandfathers were Knights of Columbus. I'm a member of the Order Sons of Italy in
America. | have a tremendous amount of pride in my heritage and culture. There is still bigotry and
hate and terrible stereotypes throughout popular media and entertainment. Removing the statue would
be a step back, not a step forward.

In today's America there is a new angry mob. If they only knew how hypocritical they were. Columbus
is a symbol of unity, equality and freedom, not only for Italian Americans, but for ALL Americans of all
ethnicities and backgrounds.

Removing the statue is simply wrong. If we are lacking statues of men and women of other races and
cultures, we should absolutely erect them. But, for the sake of us all and our great country, we should
not remove Christopher Columbus.

Kindest regards,

Anthony DeFeo



SAVE COLUMBUS!

ritic@aol.com <ritlic@aol.com>
Thu 9/10/2020 12:53 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Pittsburgh Art Commission,

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either
toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence ltalian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

Regards,
Rita Licnerski



Fwd: SAVE COLUMBUS!

Jack Zacharias <jackarzman@aol.com>
Thu 9/10/2020 1:00 PM

To: pacd@pittsburghpa.gov <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov> <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>;
william.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov <william.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov> <william.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov
<william.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov <theresa.kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov> <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>;
robert.charland@pittsburghpa.gov <robert.charland@pittsburghpa.gov> <robert.charland@pittsburghpa.gov
<robert.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; district5@pittsburghpa.gov
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov> <district5@pittsburghpa.gov <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>;
cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov> <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; district7 @pittsburghpa.gov <district7 @pittsburghpa.gov>

<district7 @pittsburghpa.gov <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; erika.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov
<erika.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov> <erika.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov <erika.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>;
reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov> <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Pittsburgh Art Commission,

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either
toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

Jack Zacharias



Columbus Statue in Schenley Park

Rose Straley <binkermari@aol.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 12:58 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

NO ACTION

Please consider that the statue of Columbus was created and erected with no intentional malice, just one of the
symbols of our country. Hopefully, loving and intelligent Americans have learned from any mistakes by our
forebears, and they have, and will continue to see that those mistakes are never repeated. Removing innocuous
and attractive artwork is silly and proves nothing.

Rose Straley



From: Anthony Verrico <Anthony@verricoagency.com>

Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 12:50 PM

To: Minnaert, Sarah <sarah.minnaert@ pittsburghpa.gov>; McNulty, Timothy
<timothy.mcnulty@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Dash, Andrew <andrew.dash@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>
Subject: Columbus Statue

On March 14, 1891, eleven Italians were lynched in New Orleans.
It was the largest mass lynching in the American South. It took
place the day after nine of the men had been acquitted in the trial
of the murder of the New Orleans police chief David Hennessy.
(Two of the lynching victims were not on trial for any crime.)
Newspapers, after the deed, reported with delight that “a wild mob
numbered by the thousands avenge[d] the murder of Chief
Hennessy,” informing the public that “the wretched Sicilian band
[had been] butchered.”[1]

Salacious newspaper accounts, however, vilified them as monsters
worthy of mob violence. Newspaper stories echoed the
mainstream belief that Italians were savages. Protestant
Americans believed the Italians were natural-born criminals who
were more loyal to the Pope than to the United States. Protestant
Americans viewed Italians — olive-skinned immigrants from
Italy’s south who fled turmoil after the unification of Italy (the
Risorgimento) in 1871 — as worthy of being lynched with impunity
as if they were African Americans.[2] It was during this hostile
climate that a new word was introduced into American English. It
remains associated with Italians and Italian Americans to this day:

“Mafia.”[3]

Why Columbus? Why hurt Italian people of Pittsburgh.

Look at the calendar. The year was 1892. That marked the 400th
anniversary of Columbus’s landing in the islands that today
comprise the Bahamas.

What a fortuitous coincidence for Columbus!


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F%40nevaer1%2Fthe-lynching-that-gave-us-columbus-day-eb5179b01aca%23_ftn1&data=02%7C01%7CSarah.Minnaert%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C64be8abf5b0c4d4d31c208d855a9ab10%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C637353534496457257&sdata=sksXEbDsWIFmoLiIws26DPcSgZEGMIlDyX8E%2FnZeqGA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F%40nevaer1%2Fthe-lynching-that-gave-us-columbus-day-eb5179b01aca%23_ftn2&data=02%7C01%7CSarah.Minnaert%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C64be8abf5b0c4d4d31c208d855a9ab10%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C637353534496467209&sdata=DNlamWmYNtxuFiP%2BGKRybunKOw56utgoZJchQ%2By6dzI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmedium.com%2F%40nevaer1%2Fthe-lynching-that-gave-us-columbus-day-eb5179b01aca%23_ftn3&data=02%7C01%7CSarah.Minnaert%40pittsburghpa.gov%7C64be8abf5b0c4d4d31c208d855a9ab10%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C1%7C637353534496467209&sdata=fC5Ra5sGXwr62SCfktihOlOLYxYz6Ayi3q1jicwwf%2F8%3D&reserved=0

When Italian officials were informed of this extraordinary mea
culpa from the United States, they were elated. Italy, following in
the steps of France after the Civil War, announced it would give
the United States a statue of Christopher Columbus to be delivered
to New York for this celebratory occasion.

Italian Americans were overwhelmed. In New York, they
assembled at the southwest entrance of Central Park, at the
intersection of Eight Avenue, Central Park West, Broadway, and
59th Street (Central Park South) to hold rallies. This intersection
was then known as “The Circle.” City officials announced that it
would be renamed Columbus Circle, the place where the statue of
Christopher Columbus would be placed for all time once it arrived.
This is how the New York Herald reported the unveiling of the
statue on October 13, 1892: “Italians, the countrymen and
descendants of Columbus, gave yesterday to the metropolis of that
New World which he discovered his statue crowning a graceful
and enduring monument to his memory. A vast multitude filled all
the space in the great circle at Eighth avenue and Fifty-ninth street
— a multitude typical in its cosmopolitan nature of the great city,
and a young girl, the American daughter of Italian born parents,
drew the cords that revealed the glorious work of art and sealed a
new bond of friendship between the land of her ancestors and the
land of her birth.”

It would have been a thrill to be in New York that day.

President Harrison’s intention was for “Columbus Day” to be a
one-time holiday. There was popular acclamation for an annual
observance, however. That’s why it became a national holiday:



Columbus Day as a bold affirmation of the dignity of Italian
identity in the United States. Over the almost thirteen decades that
it has been observed, it has evolved into an expression of Italian
American pride and has, really, very little to do with the man who
sailed the ocean blue.

Anthony Verrico

339 Old Haymaker Rd Suite 1100
Monroeville PA 15146
412-856-5850 office
412-527-2605 mobile



Christopher Columbus Statue

firewallfrank <firewallfrank@gmail.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 10:15 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

None of our fore-fathers were perfect. Erasing our history is not the answer. | vote to keep the statue.

Frank Calderone



Christofer Columbus Statue

BobCarol <bobcarol@stny.rr.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 5:39 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

This is outrageous! | can not believe this! There is actual consideration of removing this statue!?

Our history is our history. We can not change it but must and have learned I'm it. What purpose does
this serve? Italians helped build our city. The coal miners and steel workers risked their slaves and in
many cases were enslaved by the company store. Their families-my family!-are proud to be Americans!
Why are a few making decisions for all of us. Please....

Make the decision to leave the statue. NO ACTION



Columbus Statue Statement

Phil Anderson <james.p.anderson@gmail.com>
Thu 9/10/2020 8:38 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

I am in favor of keeping the statue. It is a work of art, yes Columbus did some horrible stuff by today's
standards but if we apply that logic throughout the city almost everything will need to come down.
William Pitt, Andrew Carnegie etc... All have done things that people would find offensive and immoral
today. Imagine if Renessaince Italy said "man those Romans we're brutal slavers - let's tear down all
of their monuments".

Lets spend our efforts instead educating people on history.

James Anderson
6556 Northumberland St, Pittsburgh, PA 15217



Christopher Columbus in Schenley Park

Irene Skolnick <irkul42@gmail.com>

Thu 9/10/2020 5:16 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

We do not have the luxury of changing or erasing history. To do justice, positive or negative, to
an individual we must study what took place in the time when they occurred. We need to learn
how times change, that events that were normal then may no longer be acceptable now. We
must learn from history, not erase it. Similarly, our actions today will be judged differently in the
future as mores change. Instead of demonstrating and defacing monuments, study and work
for a better world.



Christopher Columbus statue

Dorothea <Dorcrem@comcast.net>

Thu 9/10/2020 4:05 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| am glad to see the article on the TribLive online site regarding the removal of the Christopher Columbus statue. |
have voted for the statue to remain. | was upset when | read the article regarding the Stephen Foster statue after
it had already been decided it had to be removed. | did write a letter to the editor of the Tribune Review
regarding that statue removal. As | recall, it was removed by a very small number of votes, less than one
hundred, but | doubt that the majority of the people living in the area were even aware that they had a voice in
the matter.

However, if the statue is being destroyed, by these ignorant people, | think the best thing would be to have it
moved to a private property somewhere in the city.

| am upset by the removal of so many historic statues, not only removed, but destroyed. Unfortunately, we
cannot erase our history, but | believe that we can learn from that history. It appears that there is a lot of learning

of that history to be had.

Dorothea Cremonese
Greensburg, PA 15601

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

Virus-free. www.avg.com



DO NOT TAKE DOWN CC

Teresa L. Kunzmann <tkunzmann@trustigt.com>

Sat 9/12/2020 3:13 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE do NOT take down the statue of Christopher Columbus in Schenley Park. How will our

children, grandchildren, and future generations know the meaning of suffering that sculpted the character of
those who raised us if you wipe out all traces of the difficulties that had to be overcome in order to be free?



Columbus Statue

john prizzi <prizzdad@yahoo.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 9:53 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dears Sirs:

No Action.

The Columbus statue should be left where it is.

The statue honors a person who risked everything to make a great discovery that changed the world.

If we start removing statues of great men because some feel their flaws are upsetting, we should next be erasing
George Washington, Thomas Jefferson and many others from our history. Should we then remove their statues and
remove their names from buildings and universities, and remove their faces from our coins?

This is not right. Take no action.

John Prizzi



From Beverly Wiezorek

Beverly Wiezorek <grannywiezorek@yahoo.com>

Sat 9/12/2020 3:32 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please!

Don't change history!

Keep the statues where they are, including the Christopher Columbus one.

And...thanks for asking us. Why should the minority decide th8ngs that the majority of people don't

want?

Beverly Wiezorek
412-369-8754

Sent from my iPad



Columbus statue

denise barnes <disciple219@hotmail.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 12:19 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
NO ACTION



Columbus Statue

Missy Brownfield <mbrownfield2001@comcast.net>

Sat 9/12/2020 1:26 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| urge you to make no changes to the Columbus statue in Pittsburgh. It is an historical piece
memorializing our country’s past. There is absolutely NO reason to remove or alter it.

Thank you for listening to the people of the city.
Missy Brownfield

2001 Mohican Ct.
Cheswick, PA 15024






Columbus Statue

jimmcdunn <jim.mcdunn@zoho.com>

Sat 9/12/2020 3:31 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please leave the Columbus statue where it is in the park and preserve our heritage,



Christopher Columbus Statue

Golden Mile Tire <goldenmiletire@gmail.com>
Sun 9/13/2020 9:05 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| vote "NO ACTION'. Carl Guttilla.

Virus-free. www.avg.com






opinion

Perry Blatz <blatz@retiree.dug.edu>
Mon 9/14/2020 3:16 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

As a retired history professor and resident of Pittsburgh for the last 33 years, I'm writing to express
my opinion on the Columbus statue in Schenley Park and the effort to remove it. | believe that the
statue should remain. No statue that has had a prominent public place in Pittsburgh for more than 60
years should be removed without careful and lengthy consideration. Threats of vandalism against the
statue, which stretch back a number of years, should certainly play no role. Further, online petitions and
limited review by a city commission on a case-by-case basis are not sufficient. Rather than surrender to
transitory activism, the commission should, at the very least, try to assemble a set of criteria for public
statuary, rather than acting on an ad hoc basis according to ever-changing public opinion. Of course,
putting together such a set of criteria would be a difficult task, requiring the commission to consider
that no historic figure has a perfect record and that respect for history requires us to understand rather
than condemn the values of our ancestors.

Perry Blatz



Statue

Betty Pala <palabetty@gmail.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 2:06 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| vote to keep this Christopher Columbus statue where it is



Christopher Columbus statue

Warren Ciabattoni <wcib@comcast.net>

Sat 9/12/2020 1:18 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Columbus statue” | am a strong supporter of out nations history. | beg that you people do the right
thing to preserve that history and support leaving the columbus statue at its present. Location. God
bless to all and god bless our great nation “the United States of america

Sent from my iPhone



Statue removal

Donna Krajc <jkrajc1@verizon.net>
Sat 9/12/2020 9:28 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Thank you for the opportunity to voice my opinion. Mob rule is taking over. If taking this statue down is
achieved because Christopher Columbus has done nothing then Willie Stargell should also come down.
He did nothing but play baseball. Lemieux and Clemente are the only two statues that represent people
who did something for the people of Pittsburgh. A gross omission is no statue of Henry Hillman. Donna
Krajc

Sent from my iPad



Attn: Art Commission Special Hearing

Tina <tina15202@yahoo.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 2:58 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Dear Art Commission Members -

Per the upcoming decision regarding the statue of Columbus, | would like to ask that you do NOT remove it. We
continue to discover negative things about a lot of people, but do we need to erase them from our history and ignore
the good that they did?

We all sadly have elements of evil and our evil acts should never be glorified. | grew up enjoying watching and
listening to Bill Cosby and was saddened to hear of his character failures. Recognizing his gift as a comedian doesn't
mean that I'm supporting the wrong he's done.

Let our children learn that, "In 1492, Columbus sailed the ocean blue," AND teach them to not just judge people
based on one aspect of their lives. Rather, as the children get older, teach them to investigate, to research, to analyze
information, and reach conclusions on their own. Attempting to remove all the figures of our history provides a void.
Furthermore, painting their characters according to only their bad deeds is not giving credit for the achievements that
have been made.

May we not be remembered for our own worst deeds.
Thank you for taking the time to consider my point of view.

Sincerely,
Tina Swanson

Tina Swanson
724-449-8850

Looking for some fun things to learn -
Check out this site ---
https://overviewbible.com/about/




Columbus statue

Cecilia Tomko <ccbutlerpa@gmail.com>

Sat 9/12/2020 1:29 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Keep the statue. Never rewrite history or try to erase it. Instead, why not add a beautiful statue of a
black hero? There are many to choose from! But erasing the facts of Columbus will never helo our
society move toward a positive and truthful and just future.



Keep the statue of Christopher Columbus

Kirsten Ennis <david-kirsten.ennis@hotmail.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 1:28 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Art Commission,

Please preserve the important history of our country, its statesmen and Pittsburgh's residents by
keeping the statue of Christopher Columbus near Phipps Conservatory in place.

We should honor this man, and others like him for his courage and perseverance that conquered the
fear of exploring the unknown.

Sincerely,

Kirsten Ennis

Sent from Outlook



Columbus Statue in Schenley Park

Kathleen Rosella <mdrkvr@aol.com>
Fri 9/11/2020 2:50 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Gentlemen,

My husband & | are writing to express our opinion on the retention of the Christopher Columbus Statue in
Schenely Park.

As children of Italian immigrants, we remember the effort & sacrifice that went into our families contributions to
the construction of the statue and the pride they felt for the accomplishment that a fellow Italian made in the
growth of our country. The journey that Columbus embarked upon in 1492 was a dangerous one into the
unknown. It opened this new land to settlement for many. It was the start of the country in which we now live.
When ltalian immigrants left the poverty and conditions of their homeland, they came here looking for a better
way of life. These same immigrants were the ones who helped build America over the years. Even though
they contributed to this country's growth, they had to suffer brutality and prejudice , even hanging at the
hands of bigoted people . Thanks to the accomplishment s of our military heroes, athletes, business men &
entertainers., they were finally able to gain acceptance. An acceptance we hope our nations ethnic groups &
races will achieve.

Columbus Day was made a national holiday by President Harrison to recognize the immigrants who arrived
because of Columbus's endeavor and helped build this country but also a statement against the bigotry that
was shown toward the ltalian Immigrant. The construction of the Columbus Statue acknowledges these
points. The fact that this statue was sculpted by a well known Italian Sculptor who himself was an Italian
immigrant living in Pittsburgh was very significant to the Italians living in Pittsburgh .His studio was near my
father's business in Oakland. My father would often go into the studio to visit with him.

This statue, the sculptor who created it and the significance of the man it honors need to be retained.
No historical era is completely perfect. Each period needs to be looked at with the atmosphere of what life was
like at the time. We can not change history or hide it. But we need to learn from it so that the same treatments

are not continued against those who appear different than us.

Kathleen Rosella
Michael Rosella



art commission

Tony/Carol Deverse <tandcdeverse@aol.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 12:09 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Attention Art Commission,

| can't believe that you would even consider taking down Christopher Columbus statue. What is
the purpose and what would it accomplish. This taking down statues because a group of
hateful people think it should be, has to stop and | hope it stops here in Pittsburgh Pa.

Christopher Columbus is a part of our history and it would be a terrible injustice to remove his
statue. It is an important piece of art and and pride for Italian Americans.

Do not follow other states and lets protect our history and our statues.
Thank you,

Carol Deverse
Greensburg Pa. 15601



My Comments About The Christopher Columbus Statue

Michael Averbach <mlausa@hotmail.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 10:41 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Pittsburgh Art Commission,
My name is Michael Averbach
My address is 25 Pearl Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15227
My phone number (412) 886-0880

| am requesting that the Christopher Columbus statue in Schenley Park, next to the Phipps
Conservatory, be allowed to stay where it is. | am asking it not be removed and asking that it not get
replaced. We learn from history of any good or bad what happened. The Christopher Columbus statue
needs to stay where it is! No one is forcing those who are offended by the sight of the Christopher
Columbus to walk by the statue, to ride their bike by the statue, ride their motorcycle/car/truck by the
statue. Go some other way in a different direction than that way if it bothers you so much.

If by chance the Christopher Columbus statue is removed, how soon will it be until it becomes another
"I am offended" moment?! It will be the next statue, no matter who it is, "l am offended, it needs to be
removed". Now you have started the "l am offended" whiners of every level. | am offended by the
University Of Pittsburgh statue of a panther. Panthers are killers of humans and also animals. It
frightens me every time | see the University Of Pittsburgh statue of a panther. | think it will attack me!

"I am offended" that there is a statue of a killer of humans and other animals. The statue of the panther
needs removed!

The canons outside the Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall in Oakland on 5th Avenue, "The canons
outside Soldiers & Sailors Hall offends me". | oppose war. War is wrong! Seeing the canons outside
Soldiers & Sailors Hall needs removed since | am offended by seeing them.

Now add about 100 or more possibilities of "I am offended" in/around Pittsburgh. Are you going to
remove every single statue because someone says "l am offended"?

If by chance the Christopher Columbus statue is removed, because someone is "offended", what does
that person do when they look on a calendar in October? There is Columbus Day. It is a federal holiday
in the United States. Do all calendars sold in Pittsburgh need to be banned because in October, it has
the federal holiday Columbus Day? When anyone, those in local Pittsburgh government, are they going
to be forced to remove the month of October from their calendar because it has Columbus Day? Now
your calendar is 11 months, not 12 months. No one in the City Of Pittsburgh is allowed to have on their
desk or on their office wall the month of October because it has Columbus Day? Even if it does not say
Columbus Day, all federal holidays are in a dark color because it shows a federal holiday. On Columbus
Day, it might not say Columbus Day, though it will be in a bold dark color or a bold bright color than the
other colors than the regular days of the week in October. You can't show the month of October on our
desk or wall calendar because it will represent 1 federal holiday in October, Columbus Day. |s that where
we are headed?! You remove the Christopher Columbus statue, only a matter of time before you are
not allowed to show the month of October in any work desk or wall because it has Columbus Day. | am
"OFFENDED" that a worker or a security guard station has the month of October calendar and it was not



removed! The month of October needs removed from the calendar! That is where it is going to go in
my opinion!

| ask you let the statue of Christopher Columbus stay where it is. We don't learn from the past by
removing statues. Tell them to walk/ride your bike/drive in another direction that by the statue of you
are offended. No one is forcing you to walk/ride your bike/drive your motorcycle/car/truck by the
Christopher Columbus statue, YOU are choosing to go that way! Go a different way than by the statue if
you are "so offended"!

Thank you,

Michael Averbach



Christopher Columbus Statue

Karen Marie Tobias <karenmarietobias58@gmail.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 7:12 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To answer the Tribune Review's voice regarding the Christopher Columbus statue.

This man contributed to our history and the finding of the United States. He introduced new ways and
new items such as seeds, flowers, and herbs. History is to be learned NOT changed. The facts are
printed in history documents and should be studied carefully and honestly. | vote to KEEP
Christopher Columbus' statue right where it is and let people learn the truth about our heritage.

Thank you for counting my vote!

Mrs. KMT

Virus-free. www.avg.com



To the decision makersin the city of Pittsburgh,

As a lifelong resident of the city of Pittsburgh, and as a senior has withnessed many changes in
MY city and my world, it frightens me that some are erasing history so easily. | feel that
removing statues is the wrong message. Although the morals of a man may be difficult to
swallow, their achievements for our history should not be forgotten.

If we continue down this path, let’s tear down the cathedrals, stop playing music, and eliminate
all professional sports. There are many individuals in these arenas that don’t deserve the stage
in our lives. But we should be learning and teaching not to lose faith.

| was not taught about our greatest leader’s gratuitous extra marital affairs, addictions or illegal
dealings, but their achievementto our country. Many of our leaders, despite their faults, remain
securely in our history.

History continues to change and reveal items that many times cannot be proven or disproven.
Mistakes have been made and will continue to be made, and the country will go on and
hopefully learn from the past. We shouldn’t, nor can we erase the past by merely tearing down
statues and banning books, etc. Educate the young and the old on the rich history or our great
nation. There may be people in our own family who have suspect pasts, but you want to
remember them for their contributions.

The statue of Christopher Columbus stands in Schenley Park, not only as a man who may, or
may not have discovered America but represents the struggles of the Italian Americans who
came here and struggled to build a life and put their signature on a city that maybe didn’t
welcome them but became their home where they raised their children, worshiped freely and
built a new life. The Italian Americans that paid for the statue, experienced many hardships and
prejudices when they arrived. They still called Pittsburgh their home in the end.

The sculptor, also an Italian American that left his country to make this city his own. Please
hear our pleas and save this statue from being moved or distroyed,that may represent to some
a man with flaws, but to a community and generations who call this city their home., a part of
their history to be celebrated.

Respectfully
Rose Gevaudan

320 S Aiken Ave
Pittsburgh, PA 15232



Art Commission Special Hearing

Tamera Cavey <tamicavey@me.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 8:56 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please do NOT take down the statute. We should not remove our history!

Tami Cavey
Sent from my iPhone



Removing a work of art

Tom C. <tomcerra@comcast.net>
Tue 9/15/2020 12:04 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Art Commission Members,

It is wrong to think of the Columbus Statue, or any other statue, as a racist symbol. It's like
banning a painting from a museum because its content. We don’t remove a painting because it
has nudity, or portrays a religious event. The artist isn't saying people should go around in the
nude, or accept belief in a baptism, Jesus Christ, or any religion. It is simply an artist’s
expression.

The same reasoning applies to people who may be offended by a work of art. If we removed
everything that someone found offensive, the museums would be empty. There will always be
someone who takes offense with something that was sculpted, painted, printed, or said.

People who like/appreciate something cannot be denied by those who dislike/don’t appreciate
it. The “golden rule” of personal rights is that you can't give rights to someone by taking away
the rights of others.

Thank you.
Tom Cerra
Latrobe, PA.



Columbus statue

NAN <fedlon@comcast.net>
Sat 9/12/2020 3:18 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No action should be taken on removal. History cannot be cancelled. Nan Loncharich.

Sent from Xfinity Connect Application



Columbus statue

Marilyn Reed <reedmom54@gmail.com>
Sat 9/12/2020 3:08 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To PACD,

Not only do | think the Christopher Columbus statue should NOT be taken down, | actually think is
should be cleaned up and some cameras put up and if it is defaced again those involved should be
arrested. We have had enough of this and | am so disappointed in the lack of response by our mayor
and leaders to protect our city and its people that | could just cry. | am the mother of a Black daughter.
She is in law enforcement but she majored in history. She does NOT want the statues torn down either...
any of them. What is happening to our city and our great country? Are we going to allow a few
malcontents and thugs to run everything? This seems to be the way our mayor wants to handle it. We do
NOT want to be the next Portland, Seattle or Chicago. Start enforcing LAW and ORDER!

Sincerely,

Marilyn Reed



Columbus Statue/Schenley Pk

Mary Davin <marydavin4d6@gmail.com>
Tue 9/15/2020 11:22 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

On behalf of my family, | would like to present our statement regarding the proposed
removal of the Columbus statue and granite base at Schenley Park. We have a
personal attachment to that exhibit as my father, Rudolph Vesnaver, was the
artist/sculptor of the granite base in 1958 while working at Donatelli Granite Co on
North Side. He collaborated with the brother of the artist of the bronze Columbus
statue, Frank Vittor, to design the base. | recall my father bringing his drawings
home of the base to work on refining details of the waves and the ships. | have
copies of Pittsburgh Post Gazette articles, one during the construction phase of the
base showing my father working on the base. Another article is the dedication of the
statue in Schenley Park on Sun Oct 12, 1958. There was a very brief KDKA TV
news report of the event shown the next day (10/13/58), that | recall watching with
my Dad (my twin sister and | were12 yrs old), and there may be archived film
regarding that event attended by dignitaries and over 2000 people.

My family and | were born in Trieste, Italy and emigrated to Pittsburgh Nov 8, 1951. My father
found work at Donatelli Granite Co where he developed his artistic career for over 48 yrs. There
are numerous granite and marble statuary that he sculpted and were placed throughout
cemeteries and other public and private residential sites in Pittsburgh. However, the Columbus
granite base is one he worked on early in his long career, and the only statue that we know of
where his work is located.

Given facts that have emerged over recent years regarding Columbus's sordid past
and his dubious discovery of the Americas, we're okay with having the bronze statue
removed, but would like to see the granite base remain. The carvings on the granite
portion depicts the tumultuous and dangerous sea during exploration by the brave
captains and seamen, of which many were slaves. Each of three sides of the base
shows one of the three ships that were used during one of Columbus's expeditions,
when they landed in the South Americas. | don't recall what was on the fourth side
of that base. I'll have to dig out my photos to see if | ever photographed all four sides
with my Brownie camera on one of our school field trips to Schenley Park.

| no longer live in Pittsburgh, however, | still maintain close ties with my family and
friends who are living there. Thank you for giving us an opportunity to voice our
opinion on this subject. | just saw the Sept 3rd article yesterday online and look
forward to joining either the Zoom or YouTube public hearing on Thursday evening.

Mary | Davin (nee Vesnaver)
Runnemede, New Jersey

Email: msmary46@comcast.net
Phone: 856-312-8834






The Christopher Columbus Statue

Rich Kohl <richkohl61@gmail.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 4:58 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

We do not need to denigrate any cultural group to lift up another. Doing so only lessens us all. Please
take no action.



Keep Columbus in Schenley Park

kassandra sapienza <kasastot3@yahoo.com>
Mon 9/14/2020 12:12 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

It has come to my attention that the Columbus statue is up for debate. | would like to vote to
keep the statue. History is complicated and should be discussed not erased. For every
civilization there are examples of terrible things. The weight of all world happenings does not
rest on one culture's shoulders. Caucasians brought slaves from Africa in the most horrid
conditions with disregard to life. Those kidnapped people were brought to slavery by their own
countrymen (and still are in North Africa in some respects). It's complicated. Let's talk about it,
don't erase the parts you don't like and blame only the people you want to. Let's move forward
because there is only one race, the human race.

Columbus should not be worshipped as perfect. He can be appreciated as brave. It takes
courage to sail into unchartered territory at risk of death. He was not perfect. The people he
encountered were not perfect. Honest discussion without political agenda should be our goal.
Let us not forget that within nations before contact tribes fought and wiped out each other. Let's
talk about it. Let's learn. He paved the way for the Spanish conquistadors who acted in selfish
greedy terrible ways. Let us now forget the empires they encountered used captured human
sacrifice from lesser tribes. It's a complicated world and as we learn more we find out that there
is no solely good civilization and solely bad. We are all human and as such all civilizations are
full of examples of those who tapped into self serving sides and actions. We can broaden our
discussion but if we erase all reminders we are doomed to lose what we have learned.

Kassandra Stotler



Save the columbus statue

CHARLES <ricciotti300@comcast.net>
Tue 9/8/2020 12:41 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Sent from Xfinity Connect Application



In Defense of Columbus Statue

Donald Marinelli <marinelli.don@gmail.com>
Tue 9/8/2020 12:57 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Don Marinelli <marinelli.don@gmail.com>

Dear Arts Commission Committee,

We lItalian-Americans have had enough abuse and slander over the decades. We, too, have known
discrimination in labor and housing. We have also known lynching as in the infamous lynching of eleven
Italian-Americans in New Orleans in 1891.

We are immensely proud of where we have come since then. And, we have done it through outright hard
work, assimilation, and living in accord with the American dream - and promise.

We celebrate Christopher Columbus as an explorer, as a representative of Italian adventuring spirit, and
as the individual responsible for this continent becoming realized by European sovereigns who didn't
even know it existed.

Was he a perfect human being? No. Are you? That answer is also “No.”

Removal of that Christopher Columbus statue would symbolize to us that we Italian-Americans are lesser
citizens than those who find it “offensive.” That, bluntly, would not sit well with us. And, we would utilize
that outrage at the ballot box and with our own initiation of things we find offensive - and there are
many.

So, stop this nonsense. Focus instead of better education and historical context, rather than knee-jerk
pandering to the latest contingent of offensive folks.

If you truly knew your history - and recent history at that - you would see that what is occurring in the
USA today is akin to the “Cultural Revolution" that occurred in China between the years 1966-1976. The
Chinese today consider that movement an abject disgrace, completely wrong-headed, and an utter
failure. Even the Chinese Communist Party of today condemns it.

As we say in Italian; “Abbastanza!” (i.e, ENOUGH!)
Cordialimente,

Donald Marinelli, Ph.D.
5505 Fifth Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA.
15232-2301



Removal of Columbus Statue

Bernadette Montecarlo <bmontecarlo4@gmail.com>
Tue 9/8/2020 1:00 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No Action.

Sincerely,

Bernadette M. MonteCarlo
1107 Garrett Avenue

West Deptford, NJ 08096

Sent from my iPhone



la statua

BILL KELLY <blk4o40@yahoo.com>
Tue 9/8/2020 4:12 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

dear art commission, it was a mistake to remove the foster monument as he was the most famous song
writer/composer to come from pgh if not the only one. don't make same mistake twice. plus this is revisionist history.
the liberal universities spread this falsehoods to advance their "progerssive" agendas. therefore do your job wisely.

thank you for reading, b kelly



Columbus Statue Removal

Michael Valasek <mvalasek445@yahoo.com>

Tue 9/8/2020 7:58 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| live in the Pittsburgh suburbs in New Kensington and am a 4th degree knight in the Knights of
Columbus. | find it a travesty they we need to listen to the minority bleeding hearts and to take action
based on their ridiculous notions of injustice. History is history and when erase it good or bad we are
doomed.

Sent from my iPad



Save Columbus

Karen Sellitto <pantherlas@aol.com>
Tue 9/8/2020 9:29 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892
by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence lItalian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.



Christopher Columbus Statute at Schenley Park

Melvin Gornic <freebirds823@me.com>
Wed 9/9/2020 2:45 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| vote to take no action.
I live in the city of Pittsburgh.
Connie White

4601 5th Avenue Apt 823
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

Sent from my iPad



Brief comment and opinion on Columbus Statue

jhon bellizia <jhonbellizia@gmail.com>
Wed 9/9/2020 5:21 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| am begging our leaders to please preserve our history and emphasize/offer education instead. So
that those that would want to tear down the Columbus statue can learn that the reason the statue stands
is not indifferent from the cause they are attempting to forward by tearing it down. We need unity,
dignity, and understanding not more violence and senseless destruction. Those that use these negative
negotiating tactics should not be rewarded with results that encourage such behavior.

Thank you for your time, | appreciate your diligent efforts to serve the community. John Bellizia



Columbus statue

Beverly Gwisdala <bevygwis@live.com>
Tue 9/8/2020 2:14 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To whom it may concern,
Please consider preserving Columbus statue at this park
history. Thank you.

. It would be sad to eliminate important



save the statue

Cynthia Volpe <cynthiasurace@yahoo.com>
Wed 9/9/2020 7:10 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

PLEASE SAVE THE COLUMBUS STATUE! We can not rewrite history and give in to radicals.
Cynthia Volpe



Columbus Statue

THOMAS AND TERRI TORCHIA <torchia07@comcast.net>

Fri 9/4/2020 4:10 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; blake.playchak@pittsburghpa.gov
<blake.playchak@pittsburghpa.gov>; Wood, Daniel <danielwood@pittsburghpa.gov>; Murray, James
<james.murray@pittsburghpa.gov>; Yonan, Emilie <emilie.yonan@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>

Good afternoon:

Thank-you for taking the time to read my email. This note is in reference to the beautiful
Christopher Columbus statue that we have in Schenley Park. This statue is a remembrance
and recognition of the strong influence that Italians had in the City of Pittsburgh. It was donated
by the ISDA and is a symbol of not only strength of our great city, but a remembrance of
Christopher Columbus discovering America.

In certain cities, statues representing any type of discrimination or ethnic hate should definitely
be taken down. Our Pittsburgh statue represents not only the Italians in Pittsburgh, but the
recognition of all the hard working ethnic groups and all individuals of all colors which built our
city. Our city was built by immigrants. These immigrants came from everywhere. Whether from
Europe, Africa, Asia, South America, North America or the Middle East, it did not matter. They
built our city and we are the beneficiaries of their hard work.

| was born in the Italian section of the Lower Hill District, where our neighbors were either Afro-
American, Jewish, Lebanese or Greek. We had a great relationship with everyone. The males
either went to Fifth Avenue High School or Central Catholic and the majority of females
attended Fifth Avenue.

Bringing up our past history, we remember the building of the Pittsburgh Civic Area, which really
displaced all of us. Keep in mind, that everyone built this great city, and this statue really
represented all Pittsburghers, regardless of our race, ethnic background or religion. We are
truly a melting pot. Please keep our Christopher Columbus statue.

Sincerely,

Tom Torchia



Columbus Statue

Carol L Delaney <cdelaney@stanford.edu>

Sat 9/5/2020 11:02 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; sally.stadman@pittsburghpa.gov <sally.stadman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-
Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; erika.strassberger@pittsburghpa.gov
<erika.strassberger@pittsburghpa.gov>

Arts Commission of the City of Pittsburgh:

As you are well aware, Columbus statues in many cities have been desecrated or destroyed and | hope
that does not occur with yours. Unfortunately, most people know nothing about the man and are
blaming him for things he did not do. 1, too, knew hardly anything until 1999 when | was teaching a
class at Stanford University called Millennial Fever to observe people's concerns about the turn of the
millennium. In one of the readings | came across a note about Columbus's millennial apocalyptic views. |
had never heard of them, nor had any historians whom | asked. But since much of my work has
concerned religion | was curious and thus began years of research that resulted in my book, Columbus
and the Quest for Jerusalem. It was selected as one of the best books of the year, 2011, by the Times
Literary Supplement. Through my research reading his letters, his Diario, the biography by his son
Ferdinand and other relevant material, | came to like him and think he is being wrong

accused. Columbus thought the world was coming to an end in part due to the Black Death that had
taken the lives of millions and also by the conquest of Constantinople by Muslims in 1453. Many
Genoese were living there and were unable to make the pilgrimage to Jerusalem or go overland to Asia
for trade. Before the end, Jerusalem had to be back in Christian hands so the sepulchre could be rebuilt
in order that Christ could come again to save all believers. Columbus felt he had a mission which is in his
writings and his agreement with Queen Isabella. That mission was to meet the Grand Khan of China
where he hoped to set up a trading post as had Marco Polo. While some people know this most do not
know that the profits from that trade was to be used to finance the crusade to take Jerusalem from the
Muslims. That was his mission. He had to sail West because the Pope had given the eastern route to the
Portuguese. When he arrived at Hispaniola the Santa Maria went aground. The chief, Guacanagari,
helped salvage what could be saved. He and Columbus became friends. But soon he had to return to
Spain to get a rescue ship. He had to leave 39 men behind and left strict orders that they NOT go
marauding and raping. He took six natives with him and said more wanted to go. All were baptized,
baptized people could not be enslaved. Two remained at court, one became Columbus's godson and
accompanied him on his other voyages, the rest returned home although one died at sea. Columbus
continually asked Isabella to send more priests to teach and baptize the people since the one who was
there did very little. When he returned to the island, all the men he had left were dead. He believed
Guacanagari who said they had gone to another group where they raped and killed some of those
natives. In turn those people came and killed his men. Columbus remained friendly with the chief and
helped him fight against their enemies the Caribs. Columbus was partial to the Franciscans and had
stayed with them in his earlier travels, this time when he returned to Spain he became a lay Franciscan
monk, perhaps in remorse for what his men had done. He is said to have worn the robes for the rest of
his life and was buried in them. Columbus the monk! Who ever heard of that? But people need to
know these things. Isabella sent over many more ships and men and they did horrible things that
included rounding up natives as slaves. He continually told them not to but he was one man among
these others and often he was of sailing, still looking for the Grand Khan while these things happened.
Instead of removing statues of him, it would be far better to educate people about this man.



Respectfully submitted,
Carol Delaney
401-383-3488

Providence, RI
emerita, Stanford Univ.



(No subject)

ligirl559@aol.com <ligirl559@aol.com>
Sat 9/5/2020 1:02 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello.

| am writing regarding you considering removing our Christopher Columbus statue!! | find that
very offensive!!ll Please do not touch our statue! He was given the right many years ago and
history cannot be changed. | am sorry that anyone is offended, but that is life.
Italian/Americans celebrate this day every year. | find it very hurtful that you are considering
even touching this statue! Please Leave history and our statue alone!!

Sincerely,
Mr. & Mrs. Delarussa



Do not remove Columbus statue

Roberto Michienzi <rcmichienzi@me.com>
Sat 9/5/2020 7:42 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Do not remove Columbus statue

Very disrespectful to all the hard work my grandfathers did!

Sent from my iPhone



columbus staue

Dennis Hurwitz <drhurwitz@hurwitzcenter.com>
Mon 9/7/2020 9:11 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| am strongly in favor or maintaining the impressive statue of Christopher Columbus at its current grand location
in Schendley Park

Sincerely,

Dennis J. Hurwitz, M.D., FACS

President of the Hurwitz Center of Plastic Surgery
Clinical Professor of Plastic Surgery

University of Pittsbuurgh Medical Center
www.hurwitzcenter.com, 412-802-6100




Columbus Statue:

JOHN R IMPAVIDO <jrimpavido@msn.com>

Mon 9/7/2020 10:00 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

As a proud Italian American and a member of the Knights of Columbus Council 11838, | urge you to leave the
Columbus statue in Schenley Park where it has stood for many years.

John Impavido

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



Columbus Statue

Me <darat117@gmail.com>
Mon 9/7/2020 12:02 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| am writing to stop the removal of the Christopher Columbus statue. As an Italian American | also have
rights that should be respected as the BLM demands. One group’s demands are not more important
than any another’s. Italian American helped to build our city and this statue represents our
contributions. The people demanding the removal are randomly picking American ideals to destroy and
good or bad our history should not be erased. The demands of this group will irrationally continue until
they are told no more. The Pittsburgh Italian community has demands too, leave our history alone and
leave our Columbus statue alone!

Sent from my iPhone



Columbus

Judi Vitale <judivitale@me.com>
Mon 9/7/2020 5:15 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please do not let pressure from destructive forces denigrate and disgrace our city. Please leave the
Columbus statue where it is. Don't let The threat of violence erase our heritage.

Thank you

Judi Vitale

Judi Vitale
about.me/judivitale



Christopher Columbus statue in schenley park

renee@goetz.nz <renee@goetz.nz>
Tue 8/25/2020 6:47 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thanks,
Renee Goetz
Brookline neighborhood



Save the Christopher Columbus Statue

Christina Pedota Polidore <cmppolidore@gmail.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 6:47 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To The Members of the Pittsburg Art Commission:

Honestly, the discrimination that I have endured as an Italian American, has to end. Also, the assault against the
Christopher Columbus Statute in Schenley Park must end. I urge you to save the Statue. This Statue is a representation

that preserves the vast history, heritage and contributions of Italian Americans in Pittsburgh and our country.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or
vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus
Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread
violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891

prompted the creation of the holiday.

Christopher Columbus statues and Columbus Day (Italian American Heritage) parades symbolize unity and a fight
against discrimination. As a proud Italian American, I am urging you to not dismantle the Christopher Columbus Statue

in Schenley Park. The Christopher Columbus Statue has significance to Italian Americans, our history and our heritage.

Please save this Statue and preserve the history and heritage that my ancestors fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Christina Pedota Polidore
25 August 2020



Keep the Columbus Statue Up

ejkpgh@aol.com <ejkpgh@aol.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 11:55 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Sir or Madam:

Please keep the Columbus Statue near Phipps Conservatory where it stands.
History is being used as a weapon. The reason why the Italian people of America
chose Christopher Columbus is because he ushered Western Civilization into the
Americas. Those who detest Christopher Columbus, also detest Western Civilization
and America itself. Please keep the statue up. Itis a beautiful work of art.

Thank you.

Ed Kress

7 Chambord Drive

Pgh PA 15209

412-719-4659



Save Columbus

Christine Peruzzini <cperuzzini@gmail.com>

Tue 8/25/2020 2:33 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; william.perduto@pittsburghpa.gov <william.perduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher,
Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus
Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced
at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize
unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park
Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank you for your interest and attention to this very important matter. My parents, proud Italian-Americans, who have passed away would be so
saddened to hear that this is happening in a land they called their home.

Christine (Musella) Peruzzini



SAVE COLUMBUS

burkjr@verizon.net <burkjr@verizon.net>
Wed 8/26/2020 7:59 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; sally.sadelman@pittsburghpa.gov
<sally.sadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.

The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The
statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked
by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

Thank you for your consideration and support!



Proposed Removal of Christopher Columbus Statue

Sam Patti <sam.patti@gmail.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 3:05 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the members of the Pittsburgh Arts Commission:

The proposed removal of the Christopher Columbus Statue in Schenley Park is an emotional issue for the
Pittsburgh community, especially the Italian American community, no matter on which side of the issue
you stand.

At this point in time and at a distance of almost 530 years it is difficult to clearly evaluate the successes
and failures of the four voyages of Christopher Columbus to
America. There is much to praise; there are concerns to question.

What we cannot do is simply cancel the images and reputation of Christopher Columbus without the
highest degree of due diligence into the case of Christopher Columbus -

he deserves a fair trial based on an objective investigation of all information available today and in
consideration of the culture, laws and standards of the era in which he lived and worked.

As in any fair display of due process, we must be sure to

have all information possible

that is then interpreted

properly and objectively.

It is a simple task to remove and destroy the statue of a person who has been lauded as a hero for many
years, especially for those of us whose parents and grandparents came to American from lItaly (and
Southern and Eastern Europe) during the Great Migration at the turn of the twentieth century. We must
ask ourselves: Why was Columbus chosen as a hero to celebrate in the first place? How was his statue
financed? Is it possible that the Columbus statue represents more than just Italian Americans?

It is no small matter that mass emigration to the United States circa 1900 was in and of itself an escape
from the economic slavery and servitude imposed upon millions of European peasants who sought
opportunity in America. None of this history, from the adventures of Columbus to the family histories of
all of our immigrant ancestors to the story of American slavery is without defects and issues of
condemnation - for better or worse it is the history of the human condition that we must struggle, in
fact, to make better.

Do not simply remove the Columbus statue. He deserves a fair trial.

Lest we forget!
Sincerely.

Samuel J. Patti

1177 Harvard Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15205

Sent from my iPhone






Christopher Columbus

jpanno <jpanno@sbcglobal.net>
Tue 8/25/2020 11:27 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence lItalian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died

Respectfully

Joann Palermo Panno

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



SAVING THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS STATUE

PHYLLIS WYTIAZ <pwytiaz@yahoo.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 12:04 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have

either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Sincerely,
Phyllis Mastroianni Wytiaz



Columbus Statue

Rick Cicchini <rick@cicchini.org>
Tue 8/25/2020 4:35 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello,

As an Italian-American residing in Pittsburgh, | would be dismayed and disheartened if a statue of
Christopher Columbus, one of the few Italian heroes in America, were removed from display. He was
an integral part of our history, and to defame him this way would be an insult not just to Columbus,
but all other Italians residing here in America, especially Pittsburgh.

Thank you



Columbus Statue

Robert Bongo <rlbongo@gmail.com>

Tue 8/25/2020 5:50 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Manny ALFANO <mannyalfano@comcast.net>

Please don't remove the Columbus Statue as for us Italians it remains a place in history for all of our
heritage. Many of the claims against him have been proven false. Please, for your Italian community
leave it up.

Roberto Bongo

OSDIA

Co-Chair-CT CSJ

CT Grand Lodge Trustee
rlbongo@comcast.net
203-798-9762 cell

Mail: 2508 Eaton Court
Danbury CT 06811




(No subject)

Dario Gagliano <gaglianodario@gmail.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 5:17 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: william.perduto@pittsburgpa.gov <william.perduto@pittsburgpa.gov>; sally.stadman@pittsburgpa.gov
<sally.stadman@pittsburgpa.gov>; theresa.kail-smith@pittsburgpa.gov <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburgpa.gov>;
robert.charland@pittsburgpa.gov <robert.charland@pittsburgpa.gov>; kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburgpa.gov
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburgpa.gov>; districts @pittsburgpa.gov <district5@pittsburgpa.gov>; cassandra.williams@pittsburgpa.gov
<cassandra.williams@pittsburgpa.gov>; district7@pittsburgpa.gov <district7 @pittsburgpa.gov>;
erika.strassberger@pittsburgpa.gov <erika.strassberger@pittsburgpa.gov>

To the Pittsburg city officials,

The United States has gone through a very difficult year. National debates of our self-identity and our
history have accelerated in the past few months, resulting in the vandalization, as well as voluntary
removal by city officials throughout the country of statues of historical figures whose legacy is now being
questioned. Of course, Pittsburgh is no different, as you are now asked to weigh on whether to remove
the statue of Christopher Columbus that was erected in your city in 1958. I know that most of you wish to
make a positive impact on your fellow citizens, and certainly feel sympathetic to those who claim that he
is an offensive figure for being the symbol of the colonization of this continent. Debates on the actions of
Columbus are ongoing and there may not ever be a consensus on it. However, it is important to remember
the meaning of Columbus to Italian-Americans.

Mass immigration of Italian-Americans began to occur in the late 1800s, and in Pittsburg in particular,
many Italians worked as coal miners and in slate quarries, as well as other difficult agricultural and
industrial jobs. They contributed greatly to the economic boom of the city, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, and the United States. Unfortunately, because of their distinct culture, they were often
derided by the majority population. This often led to violence against Italians, culminating in the 1891
lynching of 11 Italians in New Orleans, Louisiana. This caused so much general outrage that President
Harrison inaugurated the first federal Columbus Day to try to integrate Italians to American society.
Columbus was a deliberate choice. Many today often ask why not pick other, more widely known and
celebrated Italian figures such as Leonardo Da Vinci or Michaelangelo. Surely these are more notable
figures that project a positive image of Italian cultural contributions. Yet, neither was picked.

Most Americans knew very well who these two figures were. And grand as they were, it did not help
[talians ingratiate themselves to the American mold. Yet Columbus did. Why? Because he was already an
American hero. The Founding Fathers celebrated Columbus as a non-British figure involved in the
founding of this country. He was present in various cities named after the explorer, as well as our nation’s
capital. He was also present in the first “mythical” personification of our nation, Lady Columbia. When
President Harrison and his cabinet converged on Columbus, this was to send the message that Italians are
in fact legitimate in this country. We weren’t just recent immigrants, but a foundational part of this
country. Additionally, it showed that the government recognized that what happened to those Italians was
wrong. And it gave a common hero that both Northern European Americans and Italian-Americans could
embrace.

Columbus therefore became a symbol of the Italian-American immigrant experience, and their
achievements in this country. It became a source of pride when a monument dedicated to Italian-
Americans could be presented to a city and displayed publicly, because it meant we were equal and no
longer confined to the margins of society. In Pittsburgh, the statue being erected in 1958 has a particular
significance because of how recent World War II was. Italian-Americans had just a short 18 years prior
been designated as “enemy aliens” (even if they were US citizens), viewed with suspicion, and forced to
deny their own language. The erection of the statue was a signal that Italian-Americans were once again
fully embraced.



Indigenous peoples of this country deserve having their history told, their culture valued, and their own
monuments. But removing Columbus does not do that. It doesn’t give them the dignity they deserve. It
only serves to be spiteful towards Italian-Americans. Because the removal of the statue only serves to
become an additional erosion of Italian culture, a removal of an Italian monument. Changing Columbus
Day serves not to celebrate Indigenous culture, but to just be a “hate Columbus” day. It does nothing to
rectify social and historical injustices, but only serves aggravate [talian-Americans. Indigenous peoples,
African-Americans, Hispanics, and all marginalized minority groups deserve to be recognized and
valued. We just ask the same dignity and respect for Italian-Americans, too. Keep our statue, so we can
remind ourselves where we came from, who we are, and how to treat the next wave of immigrants.

Thank you for your attention,

Dario Gagliano

860-869-7322



Save Columbus

Mike Della Mea <mdellamea@ryconinc.com>

Tue 8/25/2020 4:50 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters
have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little
resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of
11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we fought and died for.

Mike Della Mea | Chief Estimator

Rycon Construction, Inc.

Pittsburgh | Atlanta | Cleveland | Ft. Lauderdale | Philadelphia

2501 Smallman Street, Suite 100, Pittsburgh, PA 15222

Mobile: 412-445-8532 | Office: 412-392-2525 | mdellamea@ryconinc.com | www.ryconinc.com



Save Columbus

Sherry <sekastelic@aol.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 6:59 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; william.peduto@pittsbutghpa.gov <william.peduto@pittsbutghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have

either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Mr and Mrs Kastelic



Save Columbus

Vin Law <vlgesq1@gmail.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 9:24 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill
<bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans
faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination,
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by LAWLESS protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that we fought and died for.

IF THE STATUE COMES WE WILL BE FORCED TO END ALL OF OUR
YEARLY CONTRIBUTIONS TO ALL PITTSBURGH ORGANIZATIONS, (PSO,
PBT, MAKE-A-WISH, ETC.). WE WILL SIMPLY DIRECT OUR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO OTHER ORGANIZATIONS OF OUR CHOICE. THIS
WOULD BE A LARGER GROUP THAN YOU MAY REALIZE..........

You could consider this email a PEACEFUL protest! Your choice.

Vince






Christopher Columbus Statue

cletus abate <cletusabate@gmail.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 6:29 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Good day Sir and Madam
My note to the Art Commission as a city of Pittsburgh resident in regards to the Christopher
Columbus Statue is as follows:

Please do Not remove our history!

This issue continues to be an insulting tactic against thee
Italian American community .

Put up some video cameras and catch the criminals Aus % &

Things are offensive to everyone we are never going to make everyone happy but we must uphold
the law Destruction of public and private property is a crime

Leave Christopher Columbus Statue in place. .and stop discriminating against Italians

Mayor Peduto always said
ALL are WELCOME in Pittsburgh

The city's version of ALL  is Not an inclusive vision....it is sad how the pick and choose to Divide us
and not Unite US

Thank you
Cletus §us



Christopher Columbus

Nicholas Panno Jr. <nickpanno@innovativeartistsupplies.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 3:35 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died
for.

Respectfully

Nicholas J Panno Jr

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone






Fw: Removal of Christopher Columbus Statue

Jim Thompson <jet1649@att.net>
Tue 8/25/2020 3:33 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Jim Thompson <jet1649@att.net>

To: pacd@pittsburgh.gov <pacd@pittsburgh.gov>

Cc: Don Galante <dongalante@gmail.com>; Phil Brooks <philbrooks66@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, August 25, 2020, 03:25:12 PM EDT

Subject: Removal of Christopher Columbus Statue

To those Leaders of the Pittsburgh Art Commission;

| am writing you to voice my opinion against removing the statue of Christopher Columbus. This is so very wrong
and detracts from the history of the very important Naval Navigator. Why on earth are you throwing away history on
the demands of a few in number. | totally do not understand the sudden knee-jerk reaction to the sudden demands of
a small section of the population and not listen to the voices of the maijority.

If these people would actually sit down and read the entire history of Christopher Columbus and not just focus on a
few bad incidents over his entire life, they would learn that he was indeed liked by the majority of the natives he and
his crew came in contact with. On his several journeys to the "New World" or what he thought was actually a part of
India since he was seeking a shorter route to get there from Spain, he made friends with many of them. He was the
one who convinced the King and Queen of Spain to finance his journey's bring to bring back spices and other goods
from far away.

The man good or bad and actually more good than bad, was a major part of opening routes across the Atlantic
Ocean. Years later this allowed so many from Europe escape famine, starvation, religious persecution among other
things. It gave them hope and freedom to start a new life in a new world. To hide or remove him or any
representation of him from pubic display is the same thing Adolph Hitler did during World War Il and the Communists
have done elsewhere in the world over the years.

If you are insistent on wanting to remove his statue then do it the American Way that this country was founded
upon, let the Majority Of The Pittsburgh Citizens vote on it. If in fact the Majority votes to remove it then at least they
were given a say so in the decision on its future.

James Thompson
37 N. Everett Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43213

614-235-6682



Save Columbus

ROBERT R URBANI <rburbani@comcast.net>

Tue 8/25/2020 9:49 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill
<bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans
faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination,
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by LAWLESS protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that we fought and died for.

THE URBANI'S



Save Columbus

Randy Urbani <RURBANI@msn.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 9:10 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill
<bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; district17@pittsburghpa.gov
<district17@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans
faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination,
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by LAWLESS protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that we fought and died for.

IF THE STATUE COMES WE WILL BE FORCED TO END ALL OF OUR
YEARLY CONTRIBUTIONS TO ALL PITTSBURGH ORGANIZATIONS, (PSO,
PBT, MAKE-A-WISH, ETC.). WE WILL SIMPLY DIRECT OUR
CONTRIBUTIONS TO OTHER ORGINATIONS OF OUR CHOICE. THIS
WOULD BE A LARGER GROUP THAN YOU MAY REALIZE..........

You could consider this email a PEACEFUL protest! Your choice.

Randy Urbani



Christopher Columbus Statue

Daniel Ennis <icecoldorangejulius@gmail.com>
Tue 9/15/2020 3:02 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

No action

Keep the statue of Columbus. Without him, or an adventurous person like him, America and the
United States would not exist.

Even though he was motivated primarily by greed, his bravery, commitment, and fearlessness in what
was seen as almost certain death are beyond reproach.

Ridiculing a man who risked his life for the betterment of himself and the entire old world is ignorant.
Keep he statue.
No action.

Daniel Jacob Ennis



Columbus Statue - No Action

Ken Koncerak <kkoncerak@yahoo.com>
Tue 9/15/2020 8:02 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello,

Regarding the Christopher Columbus statue in Oakland.
Please leave the statue as it is.

We can not learn from history by tearing it down.
Respectfully,

Ken Koncerak

12319 Roth Drive
North Huntingdon PA 15642



Tribune Article 9/14 Christopher Columbus Statue

Birdie Dally <birdie43fly@yahoo.com>
Tue 9/15/2020 8:08 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Our American Heritage is

valuable and very important to our future. | vote for the statue of Christopher Columbus at Shenley Park
near Phipps Conservatory to

STAY at the park.

Thank you for the opportunity to

share my opinion.

Sincerely,
Birdie Dally

Sent from my iPhone



christopher columbus statue

GERRY MIGNOGNA <prostar19@comcast.net>

Tue 9/15/2020 4:41 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

i implore you not to remove the statue of christopher columbus . history belongs to all

americans . you have to ask yourself, does that statue offend somebody that much that they
wish to erase our history. please do not be part of this .

walter opat

25th infantry div.
republic of vietnam
1967-1968



Christopher Columbus statue

Cynthia Lutz <cynthialtz@yahoo.com>

Wed 9/16/2020 10:24 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello, | have understood the Public Art and Civi Design Division is collecting public opinion regarding
the Christopher Columbus statue. Please note my opinion is to keep the statue as is.

Thank You,

Cynthia Lutz

Stowe Township resident

Sent from my iPad



columbus statue

Kathleen Reagan <senieart1@gmail.com>
Wed 9/16/2020 9:55 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

NO ACTION: Christopher was a christian whose goal was to bring christianity to the new world.



(No subject)

ginomahof@aol.com <ginomahof@aol.com>
Tue 9/15/2020 6:39 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Columbus Statue

Please take a minute and think about removing the Christopher Columbus Statue. What is next BOOKS? History
is the past, and that can not be changed. Should we forget the book destructions in the 1940's? The future is
what we can learn from the past. So much is in the eyes of the beholder.

My grandparents arrived in the USA in the early 1900's. They came from Italy and Poland. (like so many
immigrants) Christopher's explorations has brought us all together. He deserves a tribute that all can see.
Eugene Gino Mahofski



Re: Columbus and Italian-American culture assaults

Maria Sforza <mtsforza@msn.com>

Wed 8/26/2020 2:35 PM

To: Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika

<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

https://www.italian-americans.com/columbus/columbus-day-is-actually-about-self-determination/

Best, Maria

From: Maria Sforza <mtsforza@msn.com>

Sent: Wednesday, August 26, 2020 1:02:17 PM

To: sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; robert.charland@pittsburghpa.gov
<robert.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>;
district5 @pittsburghpa.gov <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; district7 @ pittsburghpa.gov <district7 @pittsburghpa.gov>;
erika.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov <erika.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>;
reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; theresa.kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov <theresa.kail-smith@ pittsburghpa.gov>; pacd@pittsburghpa.gov
<pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Subject: Columbus and Italian-American culture assaults

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assaults against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership and Democrats have stood by and continue to encourage this disasterous
behavior!! .

This is none other than an attack and systemic racism
against Italian-Americans. | am extremely proud of my
Sicilian herritage and have family back in Italy, they are
disgusted by these attacks and the Italian and American
Sons and Daughters Of Italy Association are fighting
back. We will not be silent and will fight back!

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian



Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Thank you,
Maria Sforza



Christopher Columbus Statue

LOUIS SOSTILIO <lousos55@comcast.net>
Wed 8/26/2020 2:30 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>;
theresa.kali-smith@pittsburghpa.gov <theresa.kali-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership. It is disgusting how a mob can just decide their own brand of justice without

going through the proper channels.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for. My
grandfather came from Italy in 1900 and fought in WW1 from 1917-1918 for his citizenship. He, like
many other immigrants fought for what we have today. It is a true disgrace that a mob of misinformed
and misguided people can attack any symbol in America with due process. What's next? Who is next?
Once it starts it never ends unless you stand up and do something about it.

Thank you for your time,

Louis Sostilio



Comments regarding the Columbus issue

demichr@comcast.net <demichr@comcast.net>
Wed 8/26/2020 2:48 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Columbus was not a TRAITOR to the United States of America as were the CONFEDERATES. The likes of Davis and
Lee should have been SHOT, not have statues erected in their "honor".

So they are not the same as Columbus. Did Columbus act in a manner that today is acceptable? NO. But it was
"acceptable" at the time. Even in recent history the US has stood by and let

persecuted peoples be killed by the thousand before we finally did something. Don't be so quick to apply a
standard of conduct that even today we do not always comport to.

If you want to get technical we should remove honors to Washington, lefferson, Hamilton, Burr and more
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of genocides by_death_toll

Thank You

Raymond V DeMichiei
C: 412-906-6872
H: 412-665-9621



Columbus Statue Support

Michael Veltri <mjveltri@icloud.com>
Thu 8/27/2020 6:54 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Pittsburgh Public Art Commission,

| want to voice my support to keep the Columbus statue in Oakland. I'm sure you have already made a
decision to remove it and any hearing is just a sham to look like there is a public process in place. In any
case | am still voicing my opinion to keep it. Without Columbus this country and the Americas would not
have the current history it does. Some groups point out the actions of Columbus and ignore any history
on the side of the Indians and their history And actions towards the visitors and settlers. The Indian
groups were at war with various tribes in the area and were not just peaceful land dwellers as social
justice and cancel culture groups lead others to believe. Hence the reason the tribes were wanted my
both the French and English during their historic battles in the states. History can't be based off of
today's standards, just as medicine in those days can't be held to today’s advances. We can't even
compare behaviors of the 80 to today. Schools in the 80s didn't provide free breakfast and lunch to
students like they do now. Does that make schools bad during those times, no. Values change, culture
changes but history doesn't. Trying to vail history to make someone feel better because someone’s
feeling are hurt doesn’t change it, makes it go away or alters how it shaped the world today. Good or
bad the influences were great in shaping America. All of the history needs to be showcased, both good
and bad. Many people pass statues that are on public Display who normally would not go to a museum
or other place where some statues are being moved to. They would never see or hear of that part of
history without it. His is no different than placing statues of MLK or other black justice fighters only in a
museum or only in a predominantly black area. If the public doesn’t pass those areas, the history fades
and dies.

Unless the artwork is inaccurate, mocking people or just depicting untrue scenes, they should remain in
the public eye, on display for every citizen can see without payment and learn of the history of the
people who shaped our country. Informational plaques should accompany all art and statues in the city
and both sides of history be explained, bad and good.

Thank you for taking the time to listen to my opinion.

Mike

Sent from my iPad



Schenley Park Columbus Statue

Joseph Bruno <joembruno@aol.com>
Thu 8/27/2020 11:42 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: info@orderisda.org <info@orderisda.org>; information@t.niaf.org <information@t.niaf.org>

Dear Pittsburgh Art Commission,

| am writing in support of the Columbus statue and maintaining this important piece of our history. The statue is in
question due to some of the things Columbus did that we find unacceptable by today's standards, and they
certainly would be today - but we can't judge people of the past by today's standards. If we hold our ancestors and
all peoples of the past to today's standards, we would have history with empty pages.

History is there to inspire us, teach us and warn us of what humanity is capable of. The same leaders that inspire
us, all of them, did things we find unacceptable today. So do we simply erase our history? Of course not. We can
celebrate the things that inspire us and learn from the other things - at the same time. Tearing down our history
only eliminates the lessons. If we don't learn from those lessons, we will repeat them.

Think about the path ahead, today we tear down statues, tomorrow we burn books. This is not the path of a free
and enlightened society.

Columbus inspired generations of Americans, not just Americans of Italian descent. He was an inspiration to our
founding fathers, he was an inspiration to Italian immigrants at a time when they were oppressed and unwelcomed
in our country. Books are still written about his life and voyages, and you can still find shows about him on a variety
of networks.

His voyages changed the course of human history with the discovery of two previously unknown continents. He
confirmed that the earth wasn't flat and added mush to our scientific knowledge.

The statue must stay. Our history must to taught. Our children must learn. Our future depends on it.

Sincere Regards,
Joseph M. Bruno



Apology

Jon Rocchino <rocchino78@gmail.com>
Thu 8/27/2020 7:11 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Rob Indovina <rai@indovina.net>; Ryan Indovina <rdi@indovina.net>; Americo
Construction <americo@americoconstruction.net>; Rick Criscella <ecriscella@earthlink.net>; Joseph Massaro llI
<jamiii@massarocg.com>; Steven Massaro <smassaro@massarocg.com>; mcclp@mascaroconstruction.com
<mcclp@mascaroconstruction.com>

Earlier today, | sent an email opposing the removal of the statue of Christoper Columbus from Schenley Park. In it, |
labeled anyone voting to remove the statue as a racist. | am writing to reject that statement, to correct the record and
to apologize. | have attached a corrected version of my email below. Please strike the prior version.

| complain every day that the tone of discourse around anything political in our country today has sunk pathetically
low. In a moment of poor judgement and passion, | regrettably did exactly what | criticize. People can have
diametrically opposed viewpoints on many topics and can all still be good, well intentioned people. That statement
was incorrect, untrue and wrong and | regret saying it. | apologize to everyone that read that email. Had | spent as
much time contemplating the composition of my first email as | have spent composing this one, this second email
would have been unnecessary.

| am extremely frustrated by the current state of affairs in our country. We have lawlessness, violence and destruction
of private property that is allowed to occur by our civic leaders. There is a movement to destroy and rewrite our
history. The websites of some of the organizations promoting this call for the destruction of Western Civilization and
of the nuclear family. It seems like a very small minority of extremists are controlling the future of our country and the
rest of us are helpless while we go to work and pay our bills. | love the study of history and have found it immensely
instructive in understanding all sorts of current events. There is nothing new under the sun, it is only new to you, |
believe the saying goes. We need to be more educated about our history, both the good and the bad. Not less aware.
Destroying statues does not change history, it only hampers our ability to not repeat its mistakes. This cancel culture
of destroying statues has extended even to abolitionists and religious statues and seems to have no basis in logic
when it gets to Christopher Columbus..

It seems to me that a standard of perfection is being applied to our heroes. | can tell you that none of them will be
able to meet it, if you scrutinize hard enough. By this standard, none of the explorers is worthy of recognition, nor is
any founding father that owned slaves, or | suppose any person that lived in the South prior to the abolition of Jim
Crow laws and slavery. Columbus is recognized for discovering America (In a way that was meaningful to its
settlement. We now know that the Vikings had temporary settlements in Canada and of course the people already
living here had certainly discovered it). He is not recognized for being a perfect man living in a perfect era. No one will
ever meet that standard.

| watched the virtual meeting of the Art Commission on August 26, and was disgusted to see a bunch
of unelected bureaucrats argue for authority to make decisions that were outside of their purview.. It
was a microcosm of what is wrong in the apparatus of government.

| support keeping the statue of Christoper Columbus where it is. Without his journeys to the new
world, this country in its present form would not exist. That would probably please the ignorant
extremists that make up the Art Commission, but it is deserving of recognition, admiration and praise.
To heap all of the ills of his time and the subsequent hundreds of years onto the shoulders of
Christoper Columbus is logically incorrect, and is thinly veiled anti-European and anti-White racism. It
is well documented that Columbus was a man of good character and morality. He is not responsible
for every sin of his time and more than we are not responsible for the sins of our time.



Pittsburgh is home to the third largest community of people of Italian descent in America. Many of us
are property owners, contractors and clients of some of the people that sit on the

commission, including myself. | can only speak for myself when | say that | will not spend one cent
with anyone that supports the removal of this statue and that | will make sure that all of my Italian
contractor and building owner friends are aware of the people that voted to remove the statue of this
American and ltalian hero..

Sincerely,

Jon Rocchino
President

938 Penn Avenue, LLC
Rocchino Properties



Save Columbus Statue/All Statues that Represent History

Bonnie Ruozzi <bruozzi@gmail.com>
Fri 8/28/2020 11:34 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.
For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

By removing these statues, history will not be erased and future generations will not know how this
country evolved. What a shame.

Bonita Ruozzi

Virus-free. www.avast.com



The Columbus statue and following your mandate !

Ray McGill <ramcgill66@gmail.com>
Fri 8/28/2020 3:44 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Members, you are not mandated to involve yourselves in determining whether or not this or any other
work of art should be removed due to political pressure. Your previous action concerning the removal
of the Stephen Foster piece was beyond the scope of your mandate. Don't permit the mayor to again
misuse the Commission to divert the spotlight away from himself particular to a politically charged
issue. Please return to fulfilling your important mandate that this city might again benefit from your
doing so. .

Respectfully,
Raymond A..Mc Gill
1365 Simona Dr.
Pgh., Pa., 15201

ramcgill66@gmail.com




Pittsburgh's Columbus statue

Edward L. Blank <edwblank@aol.com>
Fri 8/28/2020 8:12 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Do NOT remove or move Pittsburgh's statue of Christopher
Columbus.

- Edward L. Blank, Italian-American War Veterans, Vietnam
Veterans Inc, Vietham Veterans of America, Veterans of Foreign
Wars, American Legion, Military Officers Association of America.



Arts Commission Meeting Agenda ltem

D T <dtditta@yahoo.com>

Wed 8/26/2020 8:07 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please know that the Columbus Statue agenda is important to me and to many others.

In a way, it symbolizes the many great donations that the Italian-American people have given to
this country. It allows Italian-Americans to unite when Italian-American people are criticized
(e.g. being called stupid or shunned just for being Italian-America, especially during the times of
high immigration from lItaly). Look around Pittsburgh and you will see the positive impact that
the Italian-American community has had on the City.

Please give careful consideration to the agenda item before uprooting an ethnic monument of
the Pittsburgh people

Thanks for your time
-Dom



Columbus Statue

Targets112@gmail.com <Targets112@gmail.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 10:10 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello,

| am in favor of keeping the current statue of Christpher Columbus in Schenley Park. While he
never actually made it to America, his voyages paved the way for future settlement of what
became the greatest country in the world. To ignore his contributions to society as a whole is
shortsighted.

You can't judge a historical figure based on your values today.

Thank you,
Kevin P.



Important as you discuss the Christopher Columbus Statue

Marc <mkd1979@hotmail.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 10:45 AM
To: info@indovina.net <info@indovina.net>; Kary Arimoto-Mercer <kary@arimotoandmercer.com>; mail@mossarc.com

<mail@mossarc.com>; Gable, Mike <Mike.Gable@pittsburghpa.gov>; Ricks, Karina <karina.ricks@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD
<pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; sarikagoulatia@gmail.com <sarikagoulatia@gmail.com>

Chairperson Indovina and All,

Apologies for not including Ms. Luckett and Mr. Parsakian as their emails were not available, but please share.

My name is Marc and | am writing to respectfully suggest that you exercise restraint regarding the Christopher
Columbus statue in Schenley Park. | am a Pittsburgh resident, a University of Pittsburgh graduate and | grew up in
Squirrel Hill. I have been through the area where the statue is located countless times - going to Phipps, hanging
out at Flagstaff Hill, going to Hillman Library, the Museum, walking and driving.

This is a beautiful art piece that was created over 60 years ago. It is a familiar hallmark for hundreds of thousands
of Pittsburghers over many, many years. The stated mission of The Art Commission is to "improve the aesthetic
quality of the City's public spaces.” No one can doubt the quality and beauty of the statue. The statue is also a
part of Pittsburgh’s history and reflective of our country’s history.

The Art Commission, and civic-minded institutions in general, should not be in the business of being reactive and
emotional based on the news of the week or the current events of the day or a topsy-turvy year. 2020 has
certainly been a year of high emotion and strife, but decisions on 60-year old pieces of art and civic landmarks
should not be made based on making some sort of statement related to what’s happening in the here and now.

Art can have many effects on us as people. It can make us happy, sad, angry, inspired, wistful, excited,
melancholy, curious and so much more. The freedom we enjoy as Americans includes the right to artistic
expression, including that which, perhaps especially that which, some find discomforting. Some art may cause
inspiration and joy in some and unease and anger in others. Columbus was a complicated individual who lived a
very long time ago in a very different world. Many figures who are loved and revered also have complicated
histories. Ghandi held and spoke beliefs about Africans and people of African descent that would be very
inflammatory today. Martin Luther King’s treatment of women is his private life was not always in keeping with
his religious and righteous public works and mission. Ghandi and King were great men who accomplished great
things for their people and for humanity, but they were nonetheless human.

In our free and open democracy, cancel culture and book burning should never be considered. Deplatforming
people electronically for controversial opinions is the modern version of book burning. Mobs tearing down
statues or insisting that they be torn down is destructive behavior, negative energy and a malicious, revenge-
centered mindset that is psychically unhealthy and not in keeping with the polite and civilized people we all aim to
be. In history, punitively taking down statues is a precursor to taking down people. Christopher Columbus was
not a dictator, or a confederate general. He was a historical figure and explorer who has been a part of American
history since its founding. Columbus Day is a holiday that is important to millions of Italian Americans and others.
As we have seen in the news, this impetus to take down statues has no end to it, including Abraham Lincoln and
George Washington. |s that the direction the Commission wants to see the country go in? Do you think that leads
to unity or disunity? | would ask the Commission members, who come from a diversity of backgrounds, if the
attitudes and actions of your own ancestors over the past six centuries may not always stand up to the social
justice standards of today?

| understand the effort to remove the statue was started by a gentleman named Prem Rajgopal and there are
other college kids involved with petitions and things of that nature. | would counsel the Commission that college
kids, and we were all that age, tend to lack long-term context and wisdom of years lived and should not be the



arbiters of unchangeable, big-picture, far-reaching decisions. They certainly have a right to be vocal, rowdy and
involved. But you, as Commissioners, should not be subject to the emotion of the here and now.

There is no compelling need for The Art Commission or the Mayor or the City to take down a lovely, 62-year old
piece of art that is a landmark in the City. Nobody is being harmed and nobody outside of a few very vocal,
persistent, organized individuals is alarmed or upset by this statue. People flock to Phipps, Flagstaff, and the park
in general every day without needing to see their therapists. Activists creating on-line petitions should not be
determinative of changing the landscape of Schenley Park and of our City in this way. The last thing our nation
needs is more punitive, one side versus the other, in your face type of actions. Those actions are like eating
unhealthy food that tastes good, satisfies in the moment, but does the body, mind and soul harm and no good.

| would invite The Art Commission to, rather than contemplate which art pieces and historical landmarks to take
down and destroy, instead think about new art-pieces and landmarks to create. Perhaps to honor Pittsburghers
or national figures including those of diverse backgrounds and experiences that would enrich our public spaces.
Creation is positive and life-affirming, destruction is negative and leads to nothing good.

Kind Regards,

Marc



Save the Columbus Statue in Schenley Park!

Pat Santangelo <patsan315@aol.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 1:40 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Mayor Peduto, the Pittsburgh Art Commission and Pittsburgh City Council leaders,

| am writing to ask you to keep the Columbus Statue in Schenley Park. The statue symbolizes unity and a fight
against discrimination, and we ask you to save this history which is being destroyed by lawless protesters. Many
of the protesters are doing so based on misinformation about Columbus perpetrated by revisionist historians like
Howard Zinn. Columbus was not the person they portray him to be. Columbus’ pioneering spirit opened the new
world.

One great book to help you find the truth about Columbus is by Professor Carol Delaney who wrote Columbus and
the Quest for Jerusalem. She actually read the original diaries of Columbus and they provide the truth through
Columbus's own words. In a recent video interview about him, Professor Delaney explained that Columbus really
liked the native people and became very good friends with Guacanagari, the chief of one of the tribes. She mentions
that what people don't realize is that on his second trip, the Santa Maria ran aground and Columbus had to return to
Spain to bring back assistance from there. It was the 39 crew members that were left behind that did terrible things
and they were all killed by one of the other groups of natives, or died from illness. Hundreds of men had returned with
Columbus (17 ships) and they wanted to kill Guacanagari because they thought it had been he who had done that,
but Columbus refused. Professor Delaney said "He (Columbus) learned that the men had gone marauding and
raping against his orders. I've seen his orders. They are published. I've held them in my hands.... It (the murders)
had nothing to do with Guacanagari. He remained friends with Guacanagari..... He was friendly with them (the
natives). He remains friends with them the whole time...."

She also said, "l think a lot of places (are) desecrating the statues, they think he did all these horrible things - They
know nothing about him.. He is not the person that people are accusing him of being. Not at all. | came to like him
very much and respect him.

She further says:.

"People need to to read his diary. Nobody knows he has his whole diary. It's been published in English. Plus lots of
other material that still exist. But the diary, everybody should read the diary. It would change their opinion right away.”

The following video link also provides strong reasons why the negative comments about Columbus are not
accurate.This could be of great help to you in your analysis, when you have time to view it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jVOcXLHj6kQ&feature=youtu.be

We hope you will take the time to read about Columbus in Professor Delaney's book and others, such as those by
Rafael Ortiz. We can provide recommendations for information, or you can access Columbus' diaries as well.

As you may know by now, Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11
Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday and many statues, including the one in
NY City, were built at that time.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and our American

heritage. Please don't let the revisionists change the truth. They need information. It's to their benefit and that of our
country. The letters you've received against the statue have opinions that are not based on the true facts. It does
take an investment of time to read the books and do the research, but | gather that this job does present itself to all of
you now, as it does to many in America. | too have recently spent many hours doing so.

The Italian American community would be happy to help you with information and resources. I've seen that several
people sent you quite a bit of research already. We would be grateful to you for all of your time and effort devoted to
this. We know this isn't an easy task and are grateful to you for your consideration.



Thank you very much in advance.

Sincerely,

Patricia Santangelo
NY, NY



Stephen Foster and Columbus statues

j <pathman10@aol.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 3:09 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Hello,

Just curious as to when the Stephen Foster statue will be relocated? Some of us actually think it is a beautiful
piece of artwork. Haven't heard anything in months regarding its status.

Also, please consider leaving up the Christopher Columbus statue in Schenley Park as well. That is a phenomenal
piece of artwork and it holds a special place in many peoples hearts. The whole cancel culture will never stop if we
constantly continue to capitulate to their demands.

Please email me back as soon as you get the chance!

Regards,

Kevin Wilson



COLUMBUS STATUE

JAMES BOST <headrickbl52@gmail.com>
Wed 8/26/2020 1:55 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

LEAVE THE STATUES & ALL HISTORIC ITEM WHERE THEY STOOD FOR YEARS.YOU CAN’T CHANGE HISTORY NO
MATTER HOW MUCH YOU WANT TO.LET’S TAKE CARE OF MORE PRESSING ISSUES.J.BOST

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



Save Christopher Columbus Statues

Albert Garofalo <burt.gar@outlook.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 9:08 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the
Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or
vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or
city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley
Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank You
Burt S. Garofalo



Save Columbus

GARY COLOSIMO <gjc2873@comcast.net>

Fri 8/21/2020 9:13 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Gary Colosimo



Save Columbus

Jennifer Ferguson <jenferg101@yahoo.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 9:27 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission,

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian 1t American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence lItalian 1t Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Thank you,

Jen Ferguson



Save Columbus

Tony <ajt1245@comcast.net>
Fri 8/21/2020 9:27 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

0 2 attachments (2 MB)
Columbus doc 1.pdf; Columbus doc 2.pdf;

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Commission, the assault against Christopher Columbus, the man,
to include the destruction of his statues must end. Allegations that precede these unjustified
events are unfounded, false, and misconstrued. No justifiable evidence supports the allegations
against this great and moral man.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as rioters
have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little
resistance from police or city leadership.

It is an affront to all Americans of Italian descendant and continues the years of subtle bigotry
against this group of Americans!

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching
of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. It is a
Federal Holiday!

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we must
protest and refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless malcontents.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

The honorable PA Supreme Court Justice, Michael Musmanno, a son of Pittsburgh,one of our
own, a patriot, a man of international reputation, fought years to dispel the false claims leveled
at Columbus.

You must not allow the removal of the Columbus statue in Schenley Park. If it is removed, it will
be a sure sign that Pittsburgh willingly agrees to perpetuate this continuing prejudice against
American Italians.

Before you take any action, and as part of your deliberations, | invite you to read the attached
article, on scholar, Professor Carol Lowery Delaney. It hope it will dispel any disparaging claims



against Christopher Columbus, the man.
Sincerely,

Tony Traficante



Anthropologist says Christopher Columbus critics have
their history wrong

Michael Bielawski

Vermont is on the verge of replacing Columbus Day with
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, but the reasons for doing so are at
odds with history, says a top anthropologist and author of a
book about the voyages of Christopher Columbus.

Bl To those who support abolishing one of America’s foundational
g holidays, Christopher Columbus, the 15th century Italian
explorer largely credited with discovering the Americas, was a
bad character who allegedly committed atrocities, including
pillaging Native Americans and participating in slavery.

But to Carol Lowery Delaney, an anthropologist who served

as assistant director of the Center for the Study of World
Religions at Harvard, and who is a professor emerita at
Stanford University and a research scholar at Brown University,
that view of the explorer is pure fiction.

First of all, people know nothing about Columbus, and they are blaming him for things that he
did not do,” she told True North.

Earlier this month, the Vermont Legislature passed , an act relating to Ind)genous Peoples’
Day. Repubhcan Gov. Phil Scott has said he will mostly llkely signit,andhe -~ - -

. as “justa day,” saying “we’ll get through it.”
But Delaney says Vermont is yet another example of state leaders and the public getting it
wrong about Columbus. As a lifetime academic who received her Ph.D. in cultural anthropology
from the University of Chicago and wrote the book“ =~ = o o
she’s in a position to know.
“His whole project was to sail east to meet the Grand Khan in China, set up a trading post, and
trade for gold. And that gold was supposed to be used to finance a crusade to take Jerusalem
back from the Muslims before the end of the world,” she said.

Delaney’s in-depth research into the life of Columbus included traveling to Spain, where she
read original copies of his writings from more than 500 years ago.

“I was amazed when I actually held one of his letters in my hand. I thought the whole thing was
gonna fall apart,” she said.

Putting the late 1400s in perspective, the Black Death plague had killed millions of people,
sparking widespread belief in a world-ending apocalypse. To the east, Constantinople had
fallen to the Muslims, who cut off Christian pilgrimages to Jerusalem and blocked the trade



route to the Far East. Columbus wanted to find gold to fund a crusade and discover a trading
route going west across the ocean.

Delaney said while Columbus was religious, he was not a greedy individual seeking to pillage or
enslave indigenous people in the Americas. He never owned slaves.

“He was friends with the natives he met [and] he remained friends with them throughout his
four voyages,” Delaney said. “ ... He took six of them back and they were baptized, and baptized
people could not be enslaved. One of them became the godson of Columbus and remained his
loyal interpreter for all of his voyages.”

Battles with local indigenous people did occur, however. After Columbus arrived and made a
voyage back to Spain, he left a crew of 39 men behind with instructions not to mistreat the
native Americans.

“So he gets back from Spain and all of his men are dead,” Delaney said.

When the explorer returned to Hispaniola, he found his fort and men destroyed by the native
Taino people. In some cases his own men were to blame for mistreating the people living
around the various settlements.

“They had went against his orders ‘Do not go marauding, do not go raping, do not go pillaging.’
Columbus was friends with the chief there and his whole group of people. Columbus was
furious about what his men had done,” Delaney said.

If Scott signs the bill, the second Monday in October will become Indigenous Peoples’ Day, no
longer the famous American holiday celebrated for centuries as Columbus Day. Similar bills
have become law in New Mexico, South Dakota and Maine.

“This is a great travesty,” Delaney said. “From his writings and all the research that I've done
about him, ['ve actually come to like [Columbus] very much.”

She added that she has no problem with creating a separate day to recognize indigenous
people, so long as it doesn’t replace Columbus Day.

“I think people are feeling politically correct that we should be paying more attention to the
indigenous people,” she said. “That’s a good point, I have no problem with that.”



Save Columbus

dmf1417@aol.com <dmf1417@aol.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 11:43 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the ltalian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

As a proud, full blooded ltalian-American, | want to say that my grandparents came to this
country not being able to speak English, and managed to be happy and abided by the laws of
America. They provided a lively hood for their families and taught us the true meaning of unity,
commitment, pride and compassion.

Sincerely,

Dianne M. Frate



Save Columbus Statue

Patricia Vanek <mpvanek@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 11:45 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

This means a lot to me as a member of ISDA who went to Cleveland City Council last year to fight to
keep the celebration of Columbus Day in our community. Plus, | have numerous family members in and
from PA who feel the same.

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Thank you,
Pat Vanek

mpvanek@gmail.com
440-759-6510



Save Columbus

James Simler <JSimler@se-env.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 12:12 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Elise Carson <ecarson@orderisda.org>; Sandi <sms1217@verizon.net>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues are outrageous.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We were in the Columbus Day Parade every year with John Cigna, (The Cigna Riders), and we saw how
important it was to Bloomfield and the rest of the community. BLM and the LGBTQ should not be the
only ones with the right to celebrate their heritage or status. There are other people that should have a
say also. Pittsburgh is a melting pot of heritage and customs, and EVERYONE should have the right to
celebrate that. My Italian mother told me the horror stories about the prejudice she was subjected to
growing up. My family is also proud members of the ISDA.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

James Simler & Family



Save Columbus

Ashley Lentz <alentzccla@gmail.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 12:27 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.



Keep the Columbus Statue

Mark DeNunzio <denunziodds@yahoo.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 1:08 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Pittsburgh Arts Council,

Please keep the Columbus Statue in Schenley Park. Itis a symbol to not only Italian
Americans but all Americans of the discovery of the New World.

Let us celebrate Columbus as a pioneer who embodied the bold spirit of discovery.

Despite what some historian may say, please do your own research and do not rely on one
man's flawed view of this great explorer's character. Why was Columbus revered for 500 years
and continues to be celebrated in most other countries, but now is viewed by some in this
country with disdain.

| realize during these hectic days with emotions running high it is sometimes difficult to step
back from the uninformed rhetoric of the vocal few to see true reality. It is easy to be swayed by
the loud minority who are trying to rewrite history. My suggestion is to use due diligence and
thorough research to make an informed decision.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Mark DeNunzio, D.D.S.



Save Columbus

JOHN COLOSIMO <j.colosimo627@comcast.net>

Fri 8/21/2020 1:09 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; smith@pittsburghpa.gov <smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Comission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in  New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

John Colosimo
Pittsburgh, Pa.



Save Columbus Statue

Jeffrey Hall <jeffhall2020@yahoo.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 1:22 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Regards,
J.M. Hall



Save Columbus!

Al Ragazzo <alragazzo@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 2:16 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For
months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus
statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.



Save Columbus

Michelle <kikkidee@comcast.net>

Thu 8/20/2020 9:01 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Best regards,

Michelle D’Errico Stovka



Save Columbus

Anthony Andreoli <anthonyandreoli@gmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 9:28 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

I am writing regarding the upcoming decision to possibly remove the Christopher Columbus statue
from Schenley Park. | have witnessed the denigration of Columbus coupled with historical distortion

and ask you to protect this statue.

Christopher Columbus represents several American virtues: perseverance, the spirit of adventure,
courage, and entrepreneurship. His story is inspiring. He spent years trying to convince Spanish
monarchs to support a voyage that ultimately bridges the new and old world. He overcame countless
obstacles and hardships, and is an example to those who aspire to do what others think impossible.

Further, Columbus is regarded as the prime historical representative and hero of Italian-Americans
across the country. Removing his statue is an insult and degradation of our ancestry and heritage. If
the ostensible purpose behind this potential removal is "social justice” it certainly will not be
accomplished by denigrating another group that endured ethnic slights and violence.

Creating a template in which any person's misdeeds are an excuse to erase this person or their
accomplishments from history will result in few accomplishments to celebrate. We do our society a
disservice by making villains of all who conducted themselves in a way contemporary society judges
differently. Instead of dwelling on what Columbus did wrong we should focus on what he did right,
and how those acts shaped America in a positive fashion. His virtues could continue to shape our
society in a positive way and should be celebrated.

Kind regards,
Anthony Andreoli



Save Columbus Statue

John Del Duca <johndelducal2@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 7:18 AM

To: Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>;
District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob

<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.



Save Columbus

Deborah Catlin <debrahu@aol.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 7:32 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission,

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian [ American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either tappled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence ltalian [;; Americans
faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and
we refuse to have this or any other history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank you,

Deborah Catlin

A friend of

Kat Gates-Skipper,

A proud ltalian [; American
IT



7 Save Columbus

Joan Lewis <jlewisfamily@icloud.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 7:37 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission,

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian 1T American community and white American communities have
watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout
the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian it Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve the Italian American history and
heritage that were fought and died for.

If such as the removal of statues continues there will be fewer pieces of art or culture for all citizens to
enjoy. Next will be the paintings, and books, it will not stop at the monuments. Please take this request
seriously as all art and history is in danger of becoming extinct.

Please cast your vote as “no” to the removal of the statue and stand up for the artifacts that remain
before we have no American history left. Take back America and what we have taken a stand for over the
years. Soon it will be all wiped out before our very eyes. All of history needs to learn from our past that is
being celebrated. We are all equal and should keep all reminders of our past. Then as we move forward
celebrate each other and the things that brought us to this great moment in time, a free America where
we can proudly express ourselves without fear of our work through art being destroyed.

Thank you for considering my request to not remove the statue.

Sincerely,

Joan Lewis,

An American Citizen of

the United States of America



SAVE COLUMBUS

Theresa Proviano <TProviano@npcregistration.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 8:53 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; kaitly.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov <kaitly.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American Community, myself included,
have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized
Columbus monuments throughout the United States with little or no
resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against fierce prejudice and widespread violence Americans
faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of this holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

I urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that many of our ancestors fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Theresa Asturi Proviano

Confidentiality Notice: This communication, including any attachments, may contain
confidential information and is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is
addressed. The enclosed information is STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL and is intended for
the use of the intended recipient only. Any review, dissemination, or copying of this
communication by anyone other than the intended recipient is strictly prohibited. If
you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email, delete, and
destroy all copies of the original message. Individuals who have received this
information in error or are not authorized to receive it must promptly return or dispose
of the information and notify the sender. Those individuals are hereby notified that they
are strictly prohibited from reviewing, forwarding, printing, copying, distributing or
using this information in any way.



Confidentiality Notice: This communication, including any attachments, may contain confidential
information and is intended only for the individual or entity to which it is addressed. The enclosed
information is STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL and is intended for the use of the intended recipient only. Any
review, dissemination, or copying of this communication by anyone other than the intended recipient
is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender by reply email,
delete, and destroy all copies of the original message. Individuals who have received this information
in error or are not authorized to receive it must promptly return or dispose of the information and
notify the sender. Those individuals are hereby notified that they are strictly prohibited from reviewing,
forwarding, printing, copying, distributing or using this information in any way.



Save Columbus Statue

Lucci, Judge Eugene <Judge.Eugene.Lucci@lakecountyohio.gov>
Fri 8/21/2020 8:55 AM

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country
with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of
the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Suudge “Cugene Y. Diseoi

General Division

Lake County Common Pleas Court

47 North Park Place

Painesville, OH 44077

Phone 440.350.2100

Fax 440.350.2210

Email JudgelLucci@LakeCountyOhio.gov
Web http://www.LakeCountyOhio.gov/cpcgd/

Notice: This electronic message, including any attachments, is for the exclusive use of the intended
recipient(s). This message and any response to it may constitute a public record and thus may be publicly available to anyone
who requests it. Portions of this message may also be confidential under an exemption to Ohio’s public records law or under a
legal privilege. If you have received this message in error or due to an unauthorized transmission or interception, please
contact the sender immediately and destroy all copies from your system without using, disclosing, copying, or distributing this
message.



SAVE COLUMBUS

Robert Yuko <k.yuko@sbcglobal.net>
Fri 8/21/2020 8:57 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

#ALL LIVES MATTER!

Karen M. Yuko, Member

Italian Sons & Daughters of America
Avanti Amerita Lodge #133
Cleveland, Ohio



Save Columbus and more...

Lou & Jody Caracciolo <ljcaracciolo@embargmail.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 4:04 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill
<bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>;
robertcharland @pittsburghpa.gov <robertcharland@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against ALL statues must end, particularly Christopher Columbus! For months, members of
the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled, vandalized,
or disgraced Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at that time. The mass lynching of eleven
[talian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against any/all discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to vote to safeguard the Schenley Park Columbus statue in it’s present location, and preserve
our history and heritage that we’ve fought and died for. Thank you!

Louis Caracciolo
The Dalles, OR 97058



Save Columbus

WWC Ltd. <ciambrone@sbcglobal.net>

Fri 8/21/2020 4:25 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans
in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

Angelo A. Ciambrone



Save Columbus Statue!!!

Carol C <carolc_234@yahoo.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 4:26 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill
<bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>;
robertcharland @pittsburghpa.gov <robertcharland@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against ALL statues must end, particularly Christopher Columbus!
For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either toppled, vandalized, or disgraced Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans
faced at that time. The mass lynching of eleven Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against any/all
discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless
protesters.

We urge you to vote to safeguard the Schenley Park Columbus statue in it’s
present location, and preserve our history and heritage that we’ve fought and
died for.

Thank you!

Carol Caracciolo
Moon Township, PA



Save Christopher Columbus Statue

ENDePersis Consulting <info@endepersis.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 3:16 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

Christopher Columbus not only discovered America (which all of us, not just
Italian Americans, should be proud of) but he advanced the science of navigation
to new heights. What courage he displayed in the face of the nay-sayers to sail
on the journey which led to the discovery of our country. You can honestly say he
defied the politically correct attitude of his day and fearlessly adhered to his own
vision. He certainly did not cower behind stagnation because it was the politically
correct thing to do. He was a very brave man and one who should be emulated,
not cast aside like an old shoe; so as to be politically correct. The same courage
was displayed by the founders of our country and the authors of the constitution.
The politically correct thing to do at that time was to bow down to the British, pay
their absorbent taxes, accept the demeaning rules imposed and to act the coward
as displayed by many of today’s governing bodies.

To any commission member with an Italian name, stand for Christopher
Columbus. If Columbus had not discovered America, your family would have had
the burden of living the oppressive life your forefathers recognized as unsuitable.
They recognized that there was a better world in this country, discovered by the
great Italian Navigator, Christopher Columbus. Your forefathers displayed the
courage to want to better themselves and lives of their descendants. They had
the courage and conviction to follow Columbus’ route. Their action was not
politically correct. Get real education. Don’t be a naive politically correct sop.
Realize what it means to be an Italian American, and the pride it should bring you.

The six sons of my father and mother all served in the U.S. Military to defend our
country. Three in World War Il; and three in the Korean War. We were proud to
serve to defend our country and we love the USA. We are all extremely proud
that our parents followed the trail blazed by the Great Navigator to the USA, one
hundred years ago.

Don’t tarnish the achievements of Christopher Columbus.



Sincerely and Fraternally Yours,

Edward U. DePersis
/kle

Manor Oak Two, Suite 980

1910 Cochran Road

Pittsburgh, PA 15220-1203

(412) 343-7077



Save Columbus

Michael Slattery <mikeslattery1@comcast.net>
Fri 8/21/2020 3:37 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, I've watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and | refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

| urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage.

Regards,
Michael Slattery
116 Gateway Dr, Pittsburgh, 15237



Stop the assault on the Italian Community

Eric Johnson <ecjohnson4242@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 3:17 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by a few protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve the history and heritage that
our Italian friends fought and died for.

Eric Johnson

1405 Riverview Drive
Verona PA 15147-2001
412-860-0394 (ph)



Christopher Columbus Statue

Katie Sikorski <kdworek5@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 9:13 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.

The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Regards,
Katie L. Sikorski
412-216-7828



Save Columbus

Nick DePersis <nick@endepersis.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 9:31 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7

<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Sincerely and Fraternally Yours,

Mick DePersis, President

ENDePersis

Fraternal Consulting, LLC




Save Columbus Statue!!

rlgaiani@aol.com <rlgaiani@aol.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 9:47 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.go
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.go>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief and horror as protesters and rioters have either toppled or vandalized
Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day
was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread
violence Italian Americans faced at the time.

The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The
statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked
by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for. Stop this nonsense!



Karen <kconr@comcast.net>
Fri 8/21/2020 10:16 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the
country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the
time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

Regards,
Karen Cuozzo Connor

“The value of our lives is determined by what we do for others”.



Columbus Statue at Schenley Park

Roberto Ferragina <robferragina@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 10:20 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died
for.

Roberto Ferragina M.A., M.A.S



Columbus Statue

Donadam <donadam@aol.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 10:24 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

August 21, 2020

City of Pittsburgh Art Commission
200 Ross Street
4t Floor

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Commissioners:

As the National Chaplain for the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy of America
(OSDIA) and in the name of our Commission for Social Justice, the anti-defamation
arm of our Order, [ would like to express my sincere disappointment that the removal
of Schenley Park’s Columbus statue is under your consideration. I beg you to
consider, as we inform our consciences in these socially charged days, that all lives
matter and can be equally honored without offense.

Christopher Columbus, whose life narrative has been grossly distorted of late, has
been the symbol through which we Italian-Americans have celebrated our ethnicity.
In fact, it is so symbolic that Columbus Day was first proclaimed a national
celebration by President Harrison in response to the eleven Italian immigrants
lynched in New Orleans in 1891—the largest lynching in United States history. That
was able to occur because all lives did not matter at that time.

Half a century later, the United States Government chose Columbus Day of 1942 as
the day to formally remove the “enemy alien” designation that was applied to [talian
immigrants during World War II. So in simply considering to remove the Columbus
statue from your city is an insult to the heritage and history of Americans of [talian
descent.

[ urge you all to preserve this symbol of our heritage that has been a significant part
of your great city’s history. Allow the Columbus’s statue to remain where itis. As
such you honor the contributions we have made to this country, your city and the
symbolic value of Columbus that reflects all lives matter!



Sincerely,
Father Adam Forno

The Rev. R. Adam Forno, National Chaplain OSDIA



Save Columbus

Robin Feltman <rfeltman@ptd.net>
Fri 8/21/2020 6:17 PM

To: 'Robin Feltman' <rfeltman@ptd.net>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters
have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little
resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of
11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we fought and died for.

I am not an Italian American but | understand the concerns of this community regarding the assault on
Christopher Columbus and agree with them. In addition, | am offended by a relentless assault on HISTORY.
We should not be erasing people who helped create our country, any more than we should be judging
their actions based on the (hopefully) higher and continually evolving standards of the modern era. We
need to consider Columbus in the context of his time and place, and judge him against his peers—not the
against what we NOW know to be right or wrong. If Columbus, who will be next? Thomas Jefferson, who
owned slaves and had black children? George Washington? Where will it end? Will we have any history
left? And then what? The cliché of not forgetting history lest you repeat it is worth keeping in mind here.

| really never imagined | would have to tell anyone such a thing. It seems just so incredibly obvious.

Robin Feltman
Agent/Broker

18t Street Financial Services
21 North Market Street, STE 1
Selinsgrove, PA 17870

(570) 374-4788
rfeltman@ptd.net

(18 STREET )

n FINANCIAL SERVICES » LLE J




Save Columbus

Carol Polsinelli <polsinellic@gmail.com>
Sat 8/22/2020 5:47 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For
months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus
statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.



Statue of Christopher Columbus Pittsburgh

butterfly <angelhair1322@yahoo.com>
Sat 8/22/2020 9:46 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

| am a child of Italian immigrants who came to America in 1914 for a better live. They worked hard and enjoyed a
happy and productive life style.

Why shouldn't | be proud of my heritage and Christopher Columbus who was the "Faithful Navigator". He was a
man of 'the times'.

Why in the great country all of a sudden, Christopher Columbus becomes a 'target' when the entire country is in
turmoil.

Remember: the good we do .... is often misunderstood just like Columbus is 'used at this time in history. Why? For
no reason but

discrimination.

Come join us in Belleville and Nutley, New Jersey and enjoy our Columbus Day Parade in October.

Please leave the Columbus statue in place. It is a sign of strength of character for all of Italian American heritage.
God bless Americal

Eleanor Guarino

New Jersey member of UNICO and Italian American One Voice Coalition ........ proud daughter and family Italian 1914
immigrants....



| support KEEPING the statue of Christopher Columbus

Anthony Mallama <anthony.mallama@gmail.com>
Sat 8/22/2020 9:59 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>

The statue is a symbol of Italian-American heritage and cultural diversity.



Columbus Statue in Schenley Park

Douglas Marvin <dbmafm@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 7:15 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Better think again.

Removing this statue will accelerate our area’s downward slide into becoming a Politically Correct
Nonsense Zone.

Better think again.

Douglas Marvin
Lifetime Allegheny County Resident



Columbus Statue

Linda Novelli <lindanovellil6@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 8:27 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

| am appalled by this nonsense and controversy over the statues of Columbus. | have always been
proud of my Italian American heritage but now find myself much less proud of my American heritage.
Within a handful of years of arriving in this country, my family members fought in EVERY war to
defend American freedoms. This is a SLAP in the face to every Italian American.

| urge you to think before you vote on this issue.

Linda Novelli



Statue

Mary Anne Santoro <masccca@gmail.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 8:37 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Mary Anne Santoro



To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the
country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was
recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination,
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save
the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Regards,
Kathy Keyes
tkkeyes@comecast.net




Save Columbus

Nicholas Marconi <avantiamerita@yahoo.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 11:27 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; theresa.kailsmith@pittsburghpa.gov <theresa.kailsmith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland,
Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.For months,
members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence
Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.The
statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and
we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.We urge you to
save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

Nick Marconi
President
Avanti Amerita Lodge #133 of the Italian Sons and Daughters of America



Save Christopher Columbus Statute

David Barton <djbarton@bentzlaw.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 11:32 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: James Mullen <jr.marine@hotmail.com>

Dear Arts Commission:

[ am writing in support of keeping the statute of Christopher Columbus as it is presently
situated. A work by noted sculptor Frank Vittor, the statute was intended to, and does
currently honor, one of the great explorers of the World and the heritage of Italian-
Americans in Pittsburgh. The long-standing recognition of Columbus Day, for over 100
years, is itself a part of our own heritage.

I separate the current trend of removing or relocating statutes into two main groups: those
such as Confederate Generals who led treasonous activities against our country (whose
relocation I approve of; they were mainly erected in the years following the Civil War in
an attempt to reframe the war as one to preserve Southern lifestyle); and others where the
subject can be perceived to have slighted some group of Americans. It is in this latter
group that the efforts to remove the Christopher Columbus statute fall.

Of course, no person is without sin. George Washington, “the father of our country,” was
himself a slaveowner. Seeking to remove statutes of Washington, or Columbus, is a
simplistic response to our complex history. The lesson than people can be multi-faceted,
and do good — as well as bad — is one that we need to cultivate in society today. Our
culture has evolved into an all-or-nothing ethos. We can disagree on policy issues and be
respectful of other persons.

Removing our Columbus Statute won’t change what happened in 1492 or thereafter. But
it will dishonor our Italian-American community members whose culture looks upon
Columbus in many ways as a role model. Please keep this statute where it is.

Thanks,
David Barton



Columbus Statue

Vincent Sarno <nyg700@gmail.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 11:34 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

When is enough enough Columbus never killed american armed forces member,
never captured settlers and enslaved their captives. Yet we blame him for everything
he never reached our shores on his historic sailing so he never harmed Native

Amerians.



Regarding the Columbus Statue in Schenley Park

Miles Fisher <Mfisher@osia.org>
Fri 8/21/2020 9:49 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

[I]J 1 attachments (3 KB)

image005.emz;

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JU¢
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in A

219 E Street, N.E. » Washington, D.C. QUC Q@
(202) 547-2900 * (202) 546-8168 (FAX) » ww

August 21, 2020

City of Pittsburgh Art Commission
200 Ross Street

4th Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Dear Commissioners:

On behalf of the Commission for Social Justice, the anti-defamation arm of the Order Sons and
Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA)—the largest and oldest organization representing Italian-
American men and women—I would like to express our regret that the removal of Schenley Park’s
Columbus statue is under consideration.

For centuries, Christopher Columbus has been the symbol through which we Italian Americans
have celebrated our ethnicity. In fact, it is so symbolic that Columbus Day was first proclaimed a national
celebration by President Benjamin Harrison in response to the 11 Italian immigrants lynched in New
Orleans in 1891—the largest lynching in United States history. Half a century later, the United States
Government chose Columbus Day of 1942 as the day to formally remove the “enemy alien” designation
that was applied to Italian immigrants during World War II. So as you can see, in simply considering to
remove the Columbus statue from your city is an insult to Italian and Italian-American heritage and
history.

We urge you to preserve Italian heritage that is a significant part of your great city’s history by
ensuring that Columbus’s statue remains exactly where it stands.

Sincerely,



CC:

///;; (5 M A

Robert M. Ferrito

President, Commission for Social Justice
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

Nancy DiFiore Quinn, National President, Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

Joe Marino, State President, State Lodge of Pennsylvania
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America Supreme Council
Commission for Social Justice Board of Directors, Voting Members, and Resource Persons

Bill Peduto, Mayor, City of Pittsburgh



The Columbus Statue Located at Schenley Park

Sirius Sales Mgt <info@siriussalesmgt.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 10:41 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thanks,

SIRIUS SALES MANAGEMENT, L.L.C.
P 732.245.6135 F 732.443.4233

Einfo@giriussalesmgt.com

W www.siriussalesmgt.com




Save the Christopher Columbus Statue

george.franzjr@gmail.com <george.franzjr@gmail.com>

Fri 8/21/2020 11:10 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To: Pittsburgh Art Commission et. All:

Please don’t let yourselves get caught up now in the craziness that was sweeping our nation weeks and months
ago. Soon, it will be on to something else. However, all the hasty decisions made now to be politically correct
cannot be reversed. You do know that Christopher Columbus was an explorer who never stepped foot on the
land of our United States...right. However, his courage and boldness has been used by many Italian Americans
and other organizations (Knight of Columbus) as the character to strive for as you go forward.

Please let your common sense remind you that we can’t change history or the past, however, by making the
decision to keep Christopher Columbus in Schenley Park we can use this as a point of discussion of what was good
and what was bad in the time of Columbus and now.

I’'m hoping you will choose the “good” path.
George Franz

724-772-0494
george.franzjr@gmail.com



Save the Columbus Statue

potompub@aol.com <potompub@aol.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 11:06 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country
with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching
of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.



Columbus Statue

Dr. Joseph Cillo <jecdna@aol.com>

Thu 8/20/2020 5:18 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; ecarson@orderisda.org <ecarson@orderisda.org>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Thank you,

Joseph E. Cillo, Jr.,

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This email transmission, and any attachments, are intended only for the use of the individual or
entity named above and may contain information that is confidential, privileged and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of any of the
information contained in this transmission is strictly PROHIBITED
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August 20, 2020

Art Commission

c/o The Department of City Planning
200 Ross Street, 4! Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Pittsburgh Art Commission,

On behalf of the Executive Board of The Amerigo Vespucci Society (AVS) of Long Branch New Jersey, it has been brought to our
attention that the Pittsburgh City Council is convening next week to discuss the fate of the Columbus statue in Schenley Park.

The false narrative sweeping our nation regarding Columbus, while historically inaccurate according to countless global historians and
primary sources from the age of exploration, contributes to the many lies and assumptions regarding the history of Columbus.
Socialist revisionist historians such as Howard Zinn could not have imagined that their efforts would be aided by, of all people,
democratically elected politicians. It also contributes to the far-left movement to erase history and remove statues of historic figures.
The AVS is united in our stance behind the positive symbolism of Columbus which represents the age of exploration, the positive

Judeo-Christian influence upon the Americas and the establishment of European modernity which has led to this magnificent nation of
immigrants, the United States of America.

Columbus statues being removed across this nation has certainly offended the Italian American community while fueling the cancel-
culture movement. It indirectly empowers those who believe Columbus and all other historical figures should be erased from history
and removed from public spaces. While it is currently in vogue to denigrate historical figures and remove statues and monuments, this
sets a very dangerous precedent. Historical figures such as Christopher Columbus, Theodore Roosevelt, George Washington, and
even abolitionists Frederick Douglas, Matthias Baldwin, and John Greenleaf Whittier have found themselves and their monuments
and accomplishments under attack. To remove statues is an attempt to erase history which has proven to be the surest path to it
being repeated. To try and rationalize the removal of one statue or monument must be realized to be discriminatory and cannot be

tolerated unless it is going to be applied to all statues and monuments without regard to race, creed, color, religion, ethnicity or any
other basis.

Our organization is the oldest Italian American mutual aid society in the nation. Our history dates back to 1875. We are just one of
many ethnic organizations that have raised private funds to erect and donate historic statues and monuments throughout the nation
over the years. The vast majority of these structures resulted from donations, most of which were immigrants or first-generation
Americans. People from very modest financial means.

Page 1
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(Continued from page 1)

Columbus is an iconic symbol for Americans of Italian extraction whose ancestors fled horrible treatment and abject poverty in their
homeland. Columbus represents the struggles, accomplishments, and discrimination's against ltalians upon their arrival to this nation
and subsequent times thereafter, such as the internment of Americans of Italian heritage during the Second World War.

Columbus monuments and parades brought dignity during a period when Italian Americans suffered rampant racism, discrimination
and marginalization. There are many examples of horrible atracities inflicted upon the Italian American community throughout this
nation's history; injustices that our government foisted on Italian Americans. For example, in 1891 eleven innocent Italian Americans
were [ynched in the largest lynching in this nation's history. This atrocity was only recently acknowledged, in 2019, with a public
apology by Mayor Cantrell of New Orleans. There is also the historic tragedy of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti who were
executed for murder by the state of Massachusetts in 1927 on the basis of doubtful ballistics evidence. There are many other
examples, including the vast discrimination toward Italian immigrants experienced for being "too dark", Catholic, uneducated, and for
not speaking the English language. Today Italian Americans continue to be portrayed negatively in the media and in Hollywood. The
examples are countless.

Columbus statues and monuments were erected not only as atonement for the many injustices levied on Italian Americans throughout
history but to acknowledge the courage and perseverance of the individual and his great scientific achievement which affected all
humanity and changed the world. The symbol of pride and atonement to Italian Americans should remain intact for generations to
come for the long-lasting contributions of Italian Americans to this great nation, The United States of America.

It is our request, hope, desire, and expectation that you save the Columbus monument in Schenley Park that was built by
Italian-born Pittsburgh resident Frank Vittor in 1958. We defend the importance and preservation of history and stand
behind the many individuals and organizations throughout this tri-state and this great nation that appreciate the
significance of Christopher Columbus as well as the appreciation of monuments and statues throughout the nation so that
future generations could learn from them. It is in our interest to fight to preserve and protect the legacy of Columbus and
our overall great heritage, and also the vast history of this great nation.

Sincerely,

The Amerigo Vespucci Society of Long Branch New Jersey

Joseph Sixianni Joseph cflossa
Joseph Sirianni — Amerigo Vespucci Society President Joseph Mossa — Amerigo Vespuccei Society Vice President

CC: AVS Legal Counsel
CC: ISDA of Pittsburgh
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Save the Shenley Park Columbus Statue

Desirae Sanders <dsanders@orderisda.org>
Fri 8/21/2020 2:47 PM

To: Elise Carson <ecarson@orderisda.org>

Cc: Alyssa Brown <abrown@post-gazette.com>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Councilman Cohill
<blake.playchak@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Wood, Daniel
<daniel.wood@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Murray, James <james.murray@pittsburghpa.gov>; Councilwoman Smith <theresa.kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.>; Yonan, Emilie <emilie.yonan@pittsburghpa.gov>; Karen Kane <kkane@post-gazette.com>; Peduto, Bill
<bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Tom Bickert <tbickert@post-gazette.com>

ltalian
Sons and Daughters
of America

We are Italian America.

Dear Commissioners:

The Italian Sons and Daughters of America (ISDA) was founded in the City of Pittsburgh
by Italian immigrants in 1930. The organization still maintains its national headquarters in its
home office at 419 Wood St. The ISDA has grown to become one of the largest Italian
American fraternal associations in America. There are some 12,000 ISDA members in
Allegheny County, many of whom reside in the City of Pittsburgh.

The idea of erecting a monument in Pittsburgh to honor Christopher Columbus was
discussed as early as 1909 by the city’s Italian immigrants. In 1925 earnest efforts were made to
attempt to collect the $65,000 that the Italian American community needed to fund the cost of the
statue. Over the years these immigrants struggled to gather meager contributions from their
poor brethren throughout the city, many of whom were members of the ISDA. It was not until
1956 that they finally reached their goal, and construction of the statue began. The dedication of
the statue took place on October 12, 1958. The Mayor of Pittsburgh and the Italian Ambassador
both spoke to the crowd of several thousand immigrants who were in attendance. The President
of Italy and the Mayor of Genoa also participated through a radio greeting. This was a day filled
with pride and dignity for Pittsburgh’s Italian immigrant community which had struggled for
decades to gain a degree of acceptance in America.

The Italian immigrant experience in America literally began with our country’s largest
mass lynching. In 1891 a mob of 10,000 beat, shot and hung eleven Italian immigrants in New
Orleans for an alleged crime that they that had stood trial for, and none had been found guilty.
Several subsequent lynchings followed. Anti-Italian bigotry reared its ugly head again
nationally with the Sacco Vanzetti trial in 1921, and again with the alien enemy designation of
600,000 Italian nationals living in the U.S. during World War II. The gradual assimilation of
[talian Americans into mainstream America did not even begin until well after World War 1II.



Throughout that entire time, the only symbol that Italian immigrants and their children
were able to cling to, as a source of pride and accomplishment, was Christopher Columbus.
Since the 1880’s they have held Columbus Day Parades, and erected Columbus statues, as a way
of honoring their heritage and displaying their pride in America. Columbus is their hero and
their abiding connection to their acceptance in America.

And now, after over 500 years, certain individuals have emerged who are intent on
rewriting American history to conform with their own misguided social and political agendas.
And in order to do so, they are attempting to destroy Columbus’ legacy with false narratives by
using emotionally charged terms such as genocide, slavery and hostility toward Native
Americans when describing him. None of these allegations are based on historical facts. In fact,
several books and treatises have been written in recent years that expose the lies about Columbus
that have gained acceptance among many people in our country. Two such books are: Columbus
and the Quest for Jerusalem, by Carol Delaney, and Debunking Howard Zinn, by Mary Grabar.
These books, along with articles by other distinguished historians, are finally rightfully restoring
Columbus’ legacy.

As you consider the fate of the Columbus statue in Schenley Park, you need to appreciate
the rich and emotional historical connection the statue has to Pittsburgh’s Italian American
community. And you further need to evaluate the egregious insult you would be inflicting on
that community should you choose to succumb to the demands of those who have no respect for
the Italian American community, and the important role Columbus played in helping them attain
the American dream. We all need to remember that Christopher Columbus’ bold journey opened
the door to more than 500 years of immigration by people from around the world seeking a better
life for their families. That is his legacy. He has earned his place of honor in Schenley Park.

Sincerely,

Basil M. Russo
National President
[talian Sons and Daughters of America

CC: William Peduto, Mayor, City of Pittsburgh
Councilpersons, City of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette



Save Columbus Statue

PHILIP MERILLI <pgmpennst@aol.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:26 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: PGM HOME <pgmpennst@aol.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that our
forefathers fought and died for!!



Save Columbus statues

Ruthtony <adimare855@yahoo.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:32 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park



Save Columbus

Vickey Cantal <vickeycantal@gmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:45 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission: The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For
months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus
statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Vickey Cantal

vickeycantal@gmail.com

(708)452-6438

Save Columbus Save Columbus
Treasurer

I.A.N.U. Foundation, Midwest District




Save Columbus

Tom Tambellini <tom@aiminfonet.com>

Thu 8/20/2020 5:53 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the
country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the
time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

Tom Tambellini



Save Columbus Statue

LUCY FOLINO <lucyfolino@aol.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:59 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have

either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Respectfully,

Lucy Folino
Sewickley, PA native



Save Columbus

lidia <astigroup2@gmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 6:00 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: lidia brillon <astigroup2@gmail.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian
American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized
Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and parades
symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by
lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history
and heritage that we fought and died for.

Please be sensitive of our Heritage and not destructive of it just to please the mob.

Lidia Brillon



Christopher Columbus and his statue

Geraldine Gazzara <gerrygazzara@verizon.net>
Sat 8/22/2020 10:31 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Honorable Governor,

The city of Pittsburgh and Italian American citizens have so much in common. It is first of all the city
where our great constitution was born of great danger and heroism on the part of our patriots! Why the
Liberty Bell is lovingly ensconced therein!

Then there are the beloved sports teams that we pray one day will be able to play before actual fans: The
Pittsburgh Pirates, The Pittsburgh Steelers and let us not forget The Pittsburgh Penguins.

Who can omit the great Italian section, Little Italy, where great food and delicacies abound!

The thought of the Philly Cheesesteak sandwich just makes my mouth water!

| entreat you, Honorable Governor, to give your blessings to keeping the Statue of Christopher
Columbus in place as a tribute to the courage and determination he displayed in undertaking his grand
endeavor in the face of insurmountable obstacles both human and natural.

Very truly yours,
Geraldine Gazzara

13441 57th Avenue
Flushing, New York 11355

Sent from my iPad



Save Columbus

Anthony Pultrone <apultrone1701@gmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 6:40 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Thank you.



Save Columbus

Nick Wytiaz <nwytiaz@gmail.com>

Thu 8/20/2020 6:52 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian
American community have watched in disbelief as

protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little
resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President
Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence ltalian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891
prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue
and preserve our history and heritage for which we fought and died.

Thank you for your consideration and God Bless,

Nick

Nick Wytiaz

II Pre-Theology Seminarian
Diocese of Pittsburgh

2900 Noblestown Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15205-4227
(412) 525-2053



Save Columbus

Vernetta <vmgaiani@aol.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 7:21 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country
with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Vernetta Gaiani



Save Columbus

Peg Lombardi <lombardipeg@yahoo.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 8:27 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>;
reverand.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov <reverand.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian
American community have watched in disbelief as

protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monumen ts throughout the country with
little resistan ce from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the

time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of
the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Paul Lombardi



Save Columbus

Poppy Johnson <poppyjohnson1@hotmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 8:29 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the
Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and
a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless
protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank You,

Brent Johnson

Pittsburgh, PA

Sent from Mail for Windows 10
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Italian-American and Catholic Heritage

MICHAEL MARRA <mjmarra@gmail.com>
Wed 8/19/2020 7:42 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Italian-American and Catholic heritage must end. The assault against
Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans and Catholics faced at the time
and obviously still face to this day. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891, the largest mass lynching in American history, prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters and domestic terrorists who have shown
nothing but anti-Catholic bigotry and hate toward Italian-Americans by the removal or
destruction of Christopher Columbus monuments.

We urge you to save this statue in Schenley Park , and preserve our history and heritage that
we fought and died for.

--Michael J. Marra, active member of the Knights of Columbus, an international Catholic
fraternal and charity organization founded by Father Michael McGivney in 1882. From the
charity's website:L Late-19thcentury Connecticut was marked by the growing fraternal benefit
societies, anti-Catholic prejudice and dangerous factory working conditions that left many
families fatherless. Recognizing a need in his community, Father Michael J. McGivney, the 29-
year-old assistant pastor of St. Mary’s Church in New Haven, Conn., gathered a group of men
at his parish on Oct. 2, 1881. He proposed establishing a lay organization to prevent Catholic
men from entering secret societies antithetical to Church teaching, uniting Catholic men and
helping families of deceased members.

To demonstrate their loyalty to their country as well as their faith, these men took Christopher
Columbus — recognized as a Catholic and celebrated as the discoverer of America — as their



patron. The Knights of Columbus elected officers in February 1882 and assumed corporate
status on March 29.

In addition to the Order’s benefits, Catholic men were drawn to the Knights because of its
emphasis on serving one’s Church, community and family with virtue. Fraternity and patriotism
were added to the Knights’ founding principles of charity and unity in 1885 and 1900,
respectively.

1882: The Knights of Columbus is born on Feb. 6, 1882, when the first members choose
Columbus as their patron....

http://www.kofc.org/en/who-we-are/our-history/founding-and-early-acts.html




Christopher Columbus statue

Catherine O'Brien <dec16czo@verizon.net>
Wed 8/19/2020 9:07 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: william.peduto@pittspa.gov <william.peduto@pittspa.gov>

o the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either
toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

thank you
Catherine O'brien



Save Columbus

Info Email <Info@orderisda.org>
Thu 8/20/2020 8:24 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized
Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread
violence ltalian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation
of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless
protesters.

We urge you to save this statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.



save columbus statue

Joann Blackwell <JBlackwell@orderisda.org>

Thu 8/20/2020 3:49 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7

<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters
have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little
resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of
11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought
and died for.



<No Subject>

agiobbi <agiobbi@zoominternet.net>

Thu 8/20/2020 5:03 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please do not remove the Christopher Columbus statue from Schenley Park.

Thank you!



Save Columbus

John Miceli <johnpadre@juno.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:21 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.



Save Columbus Statue

Judi Vitale <judivitale@me.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:22 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

The disgraceful way government officials have kowtowed to violent, vile-intentioned “protesters” is

something of which they should be ashamed. Please don't let this happen in Pittsburgh.

| am against the desecration of ALL statues, but as an Italian American, | am especially in opposition to
the removal of the beautiful tribute to Christopher Columbus.

When | moved back here after 30 years in New York City, | did it to return to a place where decency,
patriotism, and respect for the diverse origins of the American people are universally and
unquestioningly included in the fabric of the society. If you allow these people to rip down this statue,
you will be opening the door for them to tear down the structure of the life of Pittsburgh, which could
easily include other, precious art that has been given to us by our predecessors. Please don't let it
happen.

Judith Vitale

> On Aug 20, 2020, at 4:28 PM, Elise Carson <ecarson@orderisda.org> wrote:
>

> <Save Columbus.pdf>



Columbus Monuement

Italian American Museum <italianamericanmuseum@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 6:04 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

STATEMENT OF JOSEPH V. SCELSA, ED.D
TO PITTSBURGH ARTS COMMISSION
CONCERNING THE REMOVAL OF YOUR COLUMBUS MONUMENT

My name is Joseph Scelsa. | am the founder and president of the Italian American Museum in New
York City's "Little Italy" on Mulberry Street.

The Italian American Museum was officially chartered on June 12, 2001 by the New York State Board of
Regents and as such it is a Museum under the aegis of the University of the State of New York.

The Italian American Museum is more then an immigrant museum. Its purpose is to document the
myriad of contributions made by the people of Italy and their descendents to the very fabric of
American culture from its earliest origins and its philosophical underpinnings through philosophers,
explorers, adventurers, industrialists, scientists, educators, politicians and everyday people, telling the
whole story which continues to flourish and evolve in America today.

Prior to becoming president of the Italian American Museum, | was the first Dean of the John D.
Calandra Italian American Institute of the City University of New York (CUNY) and a Vice President at
Queens College , CUNY were | supervised all their Centers and Institutes. During my tenure at CUNY |
was appointed Vice Chair of the Multi-Cultural Advisory Board and Co-Chair of the Inter group
Relations Council of the New York City Board of Education. for its over one million students. In 1992, |
was granted a Federal Court injunction baring CUNY from discriminating against Italian Americans at
the University with regard to hiring , promotions and tenure.

| hold a Doctorate in Sociology and Education from Columbia University's Teachers College, the
subject of my dissertation being "Constructive Pluralism'. It is a concept by which each group respects
the rights of the other to celebrate and practice their culture in their own way and share those
practices and beliefs with other groups in a civil society. Thus, in my mind, maintenance of the
monuments in particular those of Christopher Columbus are strongly supported by constructive
pluralism, a concept endorsed by The United Nations in promoting peace and harmony in a pluralistic
world.

The removal or alteration ,in any way of the Christopher Columbus statue does not! That would in fact
be "Destructive Pluralism" , the very opposite. What is necessary here is a dialogue between peoples
with the goal of obtaining a mutual respect and understanding of each other. No one group, whether
large or small should be replaced or superseded by another.To be fair to one you must be fair to all.

I implore the Pittsburgh Arts Commission to take seriously these remarks. Your good intentions are no
substitute for unintended consequences . Removal of the Columbus Statue would pit one group



against another, That must not happen if we are to maintain a civil society which provides domestic
tranquility.

I thank you for the opportunity to express my views on this important issue. | offer my assistance
should you desire my further involvement.

Respectively

Cav. Uff. Joseph V. Scelsa, Ed.D.
Founder and President

Italian American Museum
Professor Emeritus

Queens College

The City University of New York

Italian American Museum

155 Mulberry Street

New York, NY 10013

Tel 212.965.9000

Fax 212.965.9004

Cell 917.642.4922
JVScelsa@ltalianAmericanMuseum.org
www.ltalianAmericanMuseum.org




Save Columbus Statue

Michael Arena <michael.arena.nyc@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 8:37 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.For
months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the
holiday.The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus
statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.



Save Columbus

Manny ALFANO <mannyalfano@comcast.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:06 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

WE NEED TO RE EDUCATE OUR SELVES & OUR CHILDREN!

Start with Rafael Ortiz:

About the author: Rafael is the author of "Christopher Columbus The Hero- Defending Columbus

From Modern Day Revisionism," "Columbus Day vs Indigenous Peoples' Day- The Truth Behind the

Anti-Columbus Movement" and "Christopher Columbus and the Christian Church- And Why He
Matters to Believers Today." He also writes for the "Official Christopher Columbus" website. His books

have been used by pro-Columbus groups to save the Columbus Day holiday from being renamed or

eliminated in the United States. Rafael was born in Puerto Rico and today he lives in South Carolina

with his family.

A MUST READ

https://www.amazon.com/Rafael/e/BO0TKCXNVO/ref=pd _sbsd 14 bl 4/135-3683498-4020019?
encoding=UTF8&pd rd i=BO7HD2W84Z&pd rd r=5a0864be-5ce5-45e1-9¢91-

7463f8d9c5e9&pd rd w=7n1jH&pd rd wg=7JLi9&pf rd p=2c2d0d3b-b3c5-4110-93fa-

2¢1270309ac1&pf rd r=VWHXV29M3ERTHSSWXTQE&refRID=VWHXV29M3ERTHSSWXTQE&fbclid=|

WARORKEIzs9 4GSRjj1llyeX5mYkKghL MYQZFV6t)5bgiugsgSMnlcTyE

Manny Alfano
Www.iaovc.org



Christopher Columbus Statue

Laura Collins <jlanjl@aol.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 9:44 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Pittsburgh Art Board Members

As an Italian American | was sadly surprised about the prospect of your removing the statue of
Christopher Columbus in your city. This statue represents millions of Americans who came to this
country seeking refuge and a better life for themselves and their families. Many have come precisely for
the same refuge and betterment. Are you willing to include so many other cultures in your cleanse?
These people served in the military, died in the wars, and worked tirelessly to improve their lives and
better their communities. Their contributions have been numerous. This statue is a symbol representing
millions of Italians, past and future.

Have you considered erasing the symbols and statues of other nationalities, religions and cultures? How
sad. The past can not be rewritten. It is our past, something to be passed down from generation to
generation, the good and the bad. It is to be cherished and revered by all of Americans. History is laden
with many errors and accomplishments. This is how our country has become the great country it is
today. How else can we learn?

How will our future generations view removing this statue, such an important part of this country’s
history. Think about it. | am so proud being an Italian American as are thousands of others.

Laura Verre

Sent from my iPad



Shenley Park Statue Decision

Lou Armagno <honolulou@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 11:51 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

OK, I know you'll get tons of the form letters form ISDA, so | thought I'd give you my own
thoughts. I'm Italian American, 3d generation, but 100 proof on both sides of the family. | wasn't
around for that mass lynching in 1891, nor can | honestly say I've ever been personally
predjudiced against in my brief lifetime of 68 years.

| will tell you I'm a retired U.S. Air Force member (28 yrs) and Civil Service Employee (13 yrs).
Most of my career has been overseas, both in Europe and Asia. As someone who hasn't really
experienced prejudice or racism against himself, | have seen it against others. Yes, even in the
Military Service--primarily against African Americans and women. And | have stood up for the
people | supervised against such prejudice on every account. In one instance, a fellow Airman
was so badly treated, he did not want a retirement ceremony after 20 yrs of service. There's a
lot more to it, but | finally convinced him to have his retirement and celebrate his "entire" military
service, not just the bad times. He became one of the Department of Defense top Civilians in
his second career. And I'll tell you that I'm very proud that | contributed, in a small way, to his
success. There are other instances | could relate to you, but that's neither here nor there. And
this isn't about me, but about everyone who is standing up for injustice today.

If you remove the statue, you are not punishing the people who perpetrated injustices in the
past, but myself and others like me who stand up for our fellow man. That statue does not just
represent the discovery of our nation, it symbolizes the "goodness" and "contributions" of those
here and now of Italian descent, who've championed the way to justice. How we,as Italian-
Americans rose above "our" tyranny; as did other cultures like Chinese, Japanese, Irish,
American Indians and African Americans. If you take it down, you're telling me my ancestors
are to be repulsed, disrespected and forgotten; and the same about my culture and race.

Removing the statue will not contribute to the solution of America's racial problems. Only the
education of our children and future generations can do that. It is too late for this generation and
those past.

| wish you God's wisdom to guide you in making this decision.
Sincerely,

Lou Armagno, Cleveland Ohio



808-728-6949

Honolulou@gmail.com




Columbus statue

joseph mlinac <talljoe53@hotmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 11:54 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; MULLEN, CARM <jr.marine@hotmail.com>

Let he who is without sin throw the first stone. Columbus was responsible for " discovering” the New
World , this is a great accomplishment by a man who took a chance. The rest of his life was a product
of his environment, he got by within the law or more likely punishment would have been swiftly dealt
him. Nothing affects him now but history still needs a story of risk , adventure, and a new frontier
opened. Alexander the great opened the ancient world thru accepted norms which hastened trade,
laws and civilization and Christopher Columbus did the same.

Keep the statue !

Get Qutlook for Android




Re: Removal of statue of Columbus

MaryEllen Barker <mellenbrkr@hotmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 3:41 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

I understand the Arts Council in Pittsburgh will be voting to remove the statue of Christopher
Columbus.

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

| urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

This bowing to the anarchists currently destroying our cities and demanding the removal of our
history and culture is un-American nonsense. Words of Columbus' political adversary is being used to
malign him. Hmmm.... fake news from centuries ago and you apparently are falling for it as well as
the efforts of the 21st century cancel culture.

Grow a spine and do not cow to these malcontents. Stand up for America and all its citizens from its
diverse melting pot.

Sincerely,
Mary Ellen Barker



Request to Save Columbus Statue

Edie Peters Liguori <ediepl@comcast.net>
Sun 8/23/2020 4:04 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters
have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little

resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of

11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have

this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that

we fought and died for.
Sincerely,

Edie Peters Liguori

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone



Fwd: Christopher Columbus Statue

Michael Giammarella <mgiamma@verizon.net>
Sun 8/23/2020 12:58 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

A copy of this e-mail was also sent to Mayor Bill Peduto.

From: Michael Giammarella <mgiamma@verizon.net>

To: bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Michael Giammarella <mgiamma@verizon.net>

Sent: Sun, Aug 23, 2020 12:54 pm

Subject: Christopher Columbus Statue

Dear Mayor Peduto,

The purpose of this e-mail is to urge you to keep the Christopher Columbus Statue in its rightful
place in Schenley Park. As Mayor of Pittsburgh, it is necessary that you and your colleagues on
the Pittsburgh City Council lead by example, set aside your emotions and politics, and help your
constituents understand and make sense of the historical forces that operated in the less than
seven years that Columbus spent on the Caribbean Island of Hispaniola. To single out
Christopher Columbus as the bearer of every ill and misfortune experienced by the native
populations of the Americas is unfair and unjust. To Italian-Americans, Columbus is a symbol of
inclusion and pride for Italian-Americans from the days of their arrival to America as immigrants.
Italian-Americans like other ethnic and racial groups have a right to honor the great navigator
that Columbus was. The following paragraphs will provide factual examples that will dispel the
hatred, falsehoods and incessant misinformation and hatred propagated by Columbus's
detractors.

| would like to begin by pointing out that Columbus never set foot in the present-day United
States, and had nothing to do with the decimation of American Indians. Columbus spent most of
his years in the New World on Hispaniola where he attempted to bring order to the island where
he had to deal with treacherous settlers, aka "encomenderos" like Pedro Margarit, Alonso de
Hojeda and Friar Buyl. These were some of the individuals who were responsible for the
abuses and crimes perpetrated against the local natives. It is mindless to think that because
Columbus was the first European explorer to land in the New World, his arrival would represent
sufficient reason to justify the attribution of abuses and crimes solely to him. The Dominican
monk, Bartolome de Las Casas, who arrived in Hispaniola in April 1502, saw for himself soon
after his arrival, that it was the Spanish settlers with the tacit approval of the Spanish Church
and the Spanish monarchs, Ferdinand and Isabella, who were responsible for many of the
abuses committed against the indigenous people on Hispaniola and Cuba.

For the past forty years, we have witnessed an appalling and disturbing anti-Columbus
movement to discredit and vilify the explorer, and bent on eradicating his name from American
history. The two individuals responsible for this unfortunate trend through their respective
dishonest narratives were Marxist Hans Koning and pseudo-historian, Professor Howard Zinn.
Both have failed to tell the whole story about Columbus. In Koning’s case, he began the
smearing campaign against Columbus in his 1976 book, Columbus: His Enterprise: Exploding
the Myththough “he was not a Columbus scholar or historian.” One of Koning’s most distorted
and far-fetched generalizations devoid of facts and evidence that “Columbus’s arrival instigated
genocide.”




As for Zinn, his professorial status did nothing to prevent him from acting as an honest and
objective historian in his book, A People’s History of America, first published in 1980. It took
Zinn less than ten pages of a one-sided questionable narrative to convince thousands of
students, teachers and others that Columbus was not so much an evil man but an imperfect
individual who made mistakes. Zinn himself was imperfect when one considers that as a War
World Il American aviator, he dropped thousands of bombs on unsuspecting innocent people
living in Western Europe. Because of Zinn’s guilt of his actions, he returned the medals that
were bestowed on him by the US government. Columbus also paid the price when his own men
accused him of trumped-up charges, lost everything he was promised by the Spanish
monarchs, and was returned to Spain in chains in October 1500.

Zinn’s dubious scholarship has been criticized by liberal, left-leaning historians for his failure to
adhere to key standards and “integrity code” set by the American Historical Association. Here is
what some had to say about his book, A People’s History: “Wilentz, Kazin, Greenberg, and
Wineburg “offer among the softer appraisals of Zinn’s magnum opus and his stature as a
thinker.” Others have been harsher, including the late Oscar Handlin, a professor of history at
Harvard [who] wrote of the “deranged quality of a fairy tale, in which the incidents are made to
fit the legend.” Cornell’'s Michael Kammen reviewed the book in the Washington Post as “a
scissors and paste-pot jot, but even less attractive.” (“General Book Discussions...Peter Wood
on Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the United Sates,” Good Reads, Inc., July 22,

2013). Recently, Mary Grabar’s well-researched book: Debunking Howard Zinn: Exposing_the
Fake history that Turned a Generation against America (Regnery History/Publisher, 2019)

has also exposed Zinn’s deceptive and unjust portrayal of Columbus. Zinn who borrows heavily
from Koning’s book, also ends up accusing the explorer of "genocidal depredations."

To avoid being accused of plagiarizing from Koning’s book, Zinn alters passages from his
friend’s book to suit his anti-Columbus narrative. Moreover, Zinn selectively infuses his
quotations with ellipses as a way to omit information that would have provided a more accurate
and balanced portrayal of Columbus. Zinn’s egregious reliance on ellipses represents a cover-
up in which crucial words were deliberately left out as indicated by the following quote taken
from Ms. Grabar’s book. Zinn writes: "They [local natives] would make fine servants." Here's
what Zinn omitted: "l saw some who bore marks of wounds on their bodies [Tainos that Zinn
labels Arawaks], and | made signs to them to ask how this came about, and they indicated to
me that people came from other islands [Carib], which are near, and wished to capture them,
and they defended themselves. And | believed and still believe that they come here from the
mainland to take them for slaves." (page 12). Zinn’s game is “to make Columbus say
something very different from what he actually said." (pages 4-5).

Zinn’s omissions are intentional since he makes it amply clear that his objective was to
emphasize only the “dark” side of Columbus through unfounded assumptions, disinformation
and ipso facto generalizations to discredit and vilify the explorer. Zinn did this willingly through
the Zinn Education Project and Rethinking Schools to convey a false narrative about Columbus
to "a generation of students in secondary schools, colleges and universities." This approach
has only benefitted Zinn, as Ms. Grabar writes: “[Zinn] rode to fame and fortune on the "untold
story" of Christopher Columbus- a shocking tale of severed hands, raped women, and gentle
enslaved people worked to death to slake the white Europeans' lust for gold. Today, that story is
anything but untold. Zinn's narrative about the genocidal discover of America has captured our
education system and popular culture." (page 1) The examples of shocking tales of “crimes”
supposedly committed by Columbus’s “own hands” are utterly false and not supported by facts.



Ironically, the origin of Zinn’s anti-Columbus rant came from his radical, Marxist friend Hans
Koning. Ms. Grabar points out that Zinn “completely glosses over how generously he borrowed
[from Koning’s] book... [and] failing to give credit where credit was due, and becoming the rock
star of leftist historians as a result.” (page 8) Ms. Grabar questions Zinn’s scholarship when she
writes: "... there is no evidence that Zinn ever actually made extensive notes in preparation for
writing A People's History. On the contrary, there is telling proof that he did no such thing. It's
unlikely that he even read as much of "Columbus's journals" or the works of 'Las Casas, the
great eyewitness" as he claimed. (page 5) It is a well-known fact that Las Casas narrative on
Columbus was based on hearsay, notes and writings left by the explorer after his death on May
20, 1506.

The vilification and scapegoating of Columbus has gone too far as the false narrative promoted
against Columbus has become a “cause celebre.” Therefore, | urge you and your City Council
colleagues to keep in place the Columbus Statue and also the Columbus Day holiday. In
addition, | urge you to read Mary Grabar's book since it provides a fresh new perspective on
Columbus in comparison to the questionable, one-sided narratives provided by Koning and
Zinn.

In conclusion, | leave you with the following quote from Samuel Eliot Morison’s book, Admiral of
the Ocean Sea: A Life of Christopher Columbus: “America would eventually been discovered if
the Great Enterprise of Columbus had been rejected; yet who can predict what would have
been the outcome? The voyage

that took him to “The Indies” and home was no blind chance, but the creation of his brain and
soul, long studied, carefully planned, repeatedly urged on indifferent princes, and carried
through by virtue of his courage, sea-knowledge and indomitable will. No later voyage could
ever have such spectacular results, and Columbus’s fame would have been secure had he
retired from the sea in 1493...” (pages 669-670).

Michael Giammarella
Emeritus Professor
The City University of New York



Italian Lives Matter Too!

Vilma Sorgente <vilmasorgente@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 9:45 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in
New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination,
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we fought and died for.

Most Sincerely,

Vilma Sorgente



Italian Lives Matter Too!

G.V. Sorgente <gvsorgente@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 9:54 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in
disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to
push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in
New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination,
and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we fought and died for.

Most Sincerely,

Giovanni Sorgente



Christopher Columbus Statue

Bobbie de Candido <bobbiedecandido@outlook.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 12:01 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Pittsburgh Art Commission,
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end!

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this

history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for. The

Mob do not represent the majority, and in no case should be allowed to rewrite history!

Sincerely,

Bobbie de Candido



Christopher Columbus Statue

neild30@aol.com <neild30@aol.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 12:08 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: neild30@aol.com <neild30@aol.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Sincerely,
Neil D. Garguilo

Freehold, NJ

Sent from Windows Mail



Assaults against Christopher Columbus statues & Italian-American Heritage

Anthony Serrano <acserrano53@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 4:21 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The indiscriminate, and mindless assaults against Christopher Columbus statues must end....
once and for all.

Vandalizing and removing these statues proves absolutely nothing, changes absolutely nothing,
and fans the flames of more hatred and animosity. These symbolic actions only may satisfy an
immediate need to placate those who are rightly championing a cause for racial injustice,

But, has anyone stopped to consider the decent hardworking Italian-Americans who have
become “collateral damage" in this political theater of the absurd ?

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Just stop and think. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The
mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 actually prompted the creation of
this holiday.

The statues and parades have not only come to symbolize the richness of Italian-American history and
culture brought to our nation, but the common unity of a fight against discrimination. We refuse to
have this history cheaply hijacked by a few lawless protesters who are merely seeking photo ops.

We will not give up.... as we will honor the legacy of our grandparents and great-grandparents who
gave up everything they had to come to America and give their children a better life. THAT IS
AMERICA.

We urge you to stand up and show the courage to speak up to those who are pressuring you. Save
this statue, and you will have preserved a history and heritage that many thousands fought and died
for.

Thank You for listening.
Most Sincerely,

Anthony Serrano
Ocala, Florida



Save The Columbus Statue

William Cerruti <italy1@surewest.net>

Sun 8/23/2020 5:13 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: William Cerruti <italy1@surewest.net>; 'Basil Russo' <Basil@orderisda.org>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11
Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 by a mob prompted the creation of the holiday. The Columbus statues
and holiday are a symbol of Italian American identity and their fight against racism and discrimination. The
statues were built to honor and recognize the struggles and contributions of Italian Americans. You can stand
against the erasing of Italian American history by saving the Columbus statue. Our history should not be silenced
by lawless protesters or by mistaken decisions by City officials. To remove a statue so important to Italian
Americans is not OK. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for in defense of our country.

Each Columbus statue destroyed, decapitated, or removed strips away the recognition Italian Americans have
fought so hard to earn. The unfair attacks on Columbus which obscure the truth about the man, his voyage and
his motives should not obscure the reason why Columbus Matters to Italian Americans. We do not accept a
shame narrative of American history. A narrative which does not recognize the history and contributions of
millions of Italian immigrants and other Americans who helped build America.

If some are offended by the Columbus statue that is no excuse for its removal. There would be no statues and
no public art at all if we , as a nation, were to use the impossible yardstick that some may be offended. Where
would it end. It would not.

Keep the Columbus statue as a tribute to the Italian American people of Pittsburgh.

Bill Cerruti

Executive Director

Italian Cultural Society, Sacramento
Italyl @surewest.net

916 482-5900

Italiancenter.net




Christopher Columbus Statues

Patricia Griggs <bristolmama@msn.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 7:12 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died
for.

Get Outlook for iOS




Christopher Columbus

helen pepe <helen_pepe@yahoo.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 7:25 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Good Evening

Please do not remove the monument as it is a cultural symbol of all the proud Italian Americans.

thank yoiu

helen_pepe@yahoo.com



Columbus Statute in Schenley Park

P Foster <mmepfaux@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 7:31 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Members,

As a native of Pittsburgh and second generation Italian, | am requesting that the statue of
Christopher Columbus which stands in Schenley Park remain intact and in its original place.

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence lItalian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died
for.

Grazie,

P. Foster

Sent from my iPad



Italian American Discrimination and the Columbus Statue

Bob Rossetti <rossetti.bob@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 6:22 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; robert.charland@pittsburghpa.com <robert.charland@pittsburghpa.com>; Fisher,
Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.com
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.com>; district7@pittsburghpa.com <district7 @pittsburghpa.com>;
erica.strassburger@pittsburghpa.com <erica.strassburger@pittsburghpa.com>; reverand.burgess@pittsburghpa.com
<reverand.burgess@pittsburghpa.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

My Italian Parents and Grandparents immigrated to the Pittsburgh area in the early 1900s. They worked
in the Steel Mills and built strong families despite the Italian discrimination often shown to them. Yes
even here in Western Pennsylvania. | can remember going to the Columbus Statue in 1958 with my
mother and father when | was 7 years old. They explained that the Statue was erected to honor all Italian
Americans. | visited the Statue often when | was a Student at the University of Pittsburgh. My children
and grandchildren have visited the Statue with me and | explained it's meaning. Please do the right
thing, keep the statue and educate our community instead of doing the easy thing and caving in to
uninformed people.

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Do the right thing and honor the many Italian Americans living in Pittsburgh, it’s surrounding areas and

the entire United States. Educate don't destroy history.

Sincerely,

Robert Romeo Rossetti
314 Maplewood Avenue



Monroeville, PA 15146



Save Columbus

Michele Liberatore <micheleliberatore6@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 7:28 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the
country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the
time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

This is racial prejudice and a re-writing of history.

Sincerely,
Michele Liberatore

Michele Liberatore

Atina Homes, LLC
412-651-2426 cell
412-308-6259 home
micheleliberatore6@gmail.com




Christopher Columbus statue

Dr. Dan <drstrinkoski@gmail.com>

Mon 8/24/2020 7:58 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian-
American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized
Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian-Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11
Italian-Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and
parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked
by lawless protesters.

| urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve the history and heritage that
Italian-Americans fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Strinkoski, D.D.S.

Daniel J. Strinkoski, D.D.S.
942 Western Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
412-322-9620



Preserve Schenley Park Columbus Statue

afsanta57 @aol.com <afsanta57 @aol.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 9:21 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Members of the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

| know your are meeting this Wednesday to discuss the fate of the city's Christopher Columbus statue. This
statue has been a prominent feature of Schenley Park since 1958, over 62 years. Columbus Day was recognized
in 1892 by President Benjamin Harris to push back against fierce prejudice and widespread violence against ltalian
Americans at that time. My parents came to American in the early 1900's, my wife came to America in 1949, we
are proud Americans and proud ltalian Americans. Members of my family have fought in every war beginning in
WWI, WWII, Korean War (my brother, sister and both brothers-in-law), Viet Nam (me) and Operation Desert Storm.
The single largest ethnic group of soldiers who fought for America during WWII were Italian Americans and this
while Italian Americans were put in internment camps in Missoula Montana (few people are aware of this, it seems
only the Japanese internment is widely known).
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination against ALL PEOPLE, we reuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. To allow protesters to turn on a symbol of pride for the contribution
and sacrifices made by generations of Italian Americans and the 25 million in America today establishes a
precedent that at any time protesters can determine which statues they determine want removed. Both the
Democratic nominee for President, Joe Biden and the presumptive Republican nominee for President, Donald
Trump have endorsed the Christopher Columbus holiday and spoken out against the removal of statues. Support
from both parties.
| sincerely ask for your vote to keep the Christopher Columbus statue in Schenley Park and to protect it from
vandals. Thank you.
Anthony F. Santarelli, Viet-Nam Veteran who proudly served his country



Don't remove the statue of Christopher Columbus!!!

Robert Turri <bob.linda.turri@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 9:38 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country...,

WITH LITTLE RESISTANCE FROM POLICE OR CITY LEADERSHIP!

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

THE STATUES AND PARADES SYMBOLIZE UNITY AND A FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION, AND

WE REFUSE TO HAVE THIS HISTORY HIJACKED BY LAWLESS PROTESTERS!

WE URGE YOU to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we FOUGHT AND DIED FOR!

ROBERT TURRI
ENON, OHIO



SAVE the Columbus Statue!

Shelly Fetchen DiCesaro <sfdicesaro@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 6:55 AM

To: Shelly Fetchen DiCesaro <sfdicesaro@gmail.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. PERIOD!

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the

country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Vandalism does nothing to advance a
cause, and in this case vandals and protestors are not understanding the full story and critical needs to
preserve this part of history.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. Not to mention....he is the
"founder” of our country! There is nothing wrong with celebrating an accomplishment that ultimately
enabled MY Italian and European ancestors to pursue THEIR American dream and thrive!!! Lets learn
from our past and celebrate the good!

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Sincerely,
Dr. Shelly DiCesaro



Save Columbus

ma.djo@verizon.net <ma.djo@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:40 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892
by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank You,
Deborah Ferranti



save columbus

ma.djo@verizon.net <ma.djo@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:38 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892
by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank You,
Michael Ferranti



Christopher Columbus

Debbie Bigos <lovemymutts@outlook.com>

Sun 8/23/2020 10:22 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Don;t make a Columbus statue become another statistic in the cancel culture. Was he a perfect person?
No. Is anyone? No. But that doesn't erase the achievements that he did. And for the things that make
people so upset, this now becomes a learning situation.

Our country, as good as it is, has had it's flaws. We are a great nation, but our history is checkered with
some regrettable events. But it's our history...the good and the bad. You can't erase it. That's what
communists did when taking over another country. Take away the local history and try to replace it with
their agenda. We are a democracy. Some people have a problem with Columbus, but to others he
represents a lot more. Why are the complainers the only ones who get listened to?

Let Chris stay. It's part of our history.



COLUMBUS STATUE: PITTSBURGH, PA: A MUST READ FOR CONSIDERATION

Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com>
Sun 8/23/2020 10:37 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Erika.strassberger@pittsburgh.gov <Erika.strassberger@pittsburgh.gov>

[I]J 1 attachments (398 KB)
CC COLUMBUS LETTER 8 25 2020 GET IT RIGHT FINAL FINAL.docx;

See attached REPUBLICAN RESOLUTION (DEMOCRATS HAVE A SIMILAR ONE). Making progress...

As Adopted by the Resolutions Committee

RESOLUTION TO CONSERVE HISTORY AND COMBAT PREJUDICE -
CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS

WHEREAS, The men and women who have made historically significant, positive contributions
to humanity are universally complex figures;

WHEREAS, Christopher Columbus was a courageous, determined, faithful man of vision, whose
voyage to the Americas linked two continents and initiated the exchange of ideas, plants,
animals, resources, and peoples, and ultimately laid the foundation for the birth of the United
States of America;

WHEREAS, America’s uniquely dynamic culture, and the Western Civilizations upon which it is
founded, have done more to advance freedom, promote equality, lift people from poverty, and
advance human dignity than any other culture, movement, or ideology in human history;

WHEREAS, The expansion of Western Civilization, and the establishment of the United States
of America, has led to an ever-improving, free and equal society benefitting all Americans;

WHEREAS, Christopher Columbus and his voyage exemplify the contributions that millions of
American men and women with Italian heritage have made to our nation’s ideals and society;
and

WHEREAS, The Knights of Columbus, the Catholic fraternal order with an estimated two
million members selected at a time of rampant anti-Catholic prejudice, Christopher Columbus as
their namesake to recognize and celebrate the indispensable role of a Catholic Christian in the
origin of America’s adventurous and free national destiny; therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the Republican National Committee (RNC) supports the celebration of the
discoveries and contributions of Christopher Columbus, his courage despite unbelievable
hardship, and the role he played in connecting the world and creating a new and dynamic
civilization in the Americas;



RESOLVED, That the RNC encourages public educational institutions to celebrate Columbus’
unparalleled contributions to human connectedness, his role in the creation of America, and his
importance as a figurehead for Americans facing anti-Italian and anti-Catholic prejudice; and

RESOLVED, That the RNC affirms the need to take a strong position in support of our founding
ideals, and in solidarity against anti-Italian and anti-Catholic prejudice, by defending Columbus
Day as a federal holiday and urging all Republican candidates to do the same.

Paid for by the Republican National Committee
Not Authorized By Any Candidate Or Candidate's Committee

WWW.gop.com

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE PITTSBURGH ARTS COMMISSION

Most respectfully, and on behalf of the Italian American community, | request that you read the
attached letter.

Thank you,

M. Santo

Michael A. Santo, Esq.

Michael A. Santo, P. C.
3047 Lee Place
Bellmore NY 11710-5035

Cell: 516.551.5503
attySANTO@gmail.com
FAX: 888.501.9612

Admitted to practice in:
New York
Massachusetts

New Jersey

Of Counsel to:

SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.

600 Old Country Road, 5th Floor

Garden City NY 11530
https://ask4sam.net/attorneys/michael-a-santo/

Concentrating in MEDICAL MALPRACTICE,
PERSONAL INJURY & NURSING HOME CLAIMS



MICHAEL A. SANTO, P.C.

Attorney at Law
3047 Lee Place
Bellmore, New York 11710-5035
PH: 516.551.5503
FAX: 888.501.9612

attySANTO@gmail.com
Of Counsel to: Admitted to Practice Law in:
Silberstein Awad & Miklos, P.C. New York
600 Old Country Road New Jersey
Garden City NY 11530 Massachusetts

August 25, 2020

RE: HOW TO ADDRESS ISSUES AS TO COLUMBUS STATUES & MONUMENTS

Dear America:

Get it right. You have been faced with the decision to remove a simple statue. The act
itself is uncomplicated. The amount of time to remove the statue is short. It can be stored
away and you never have to see it again, despite the number of years it sat there in a
prominent location in your municipality. You are the City of Pueblo, Colorado, Chicago,
lllinois, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Boston Massachusetts, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
Newark, New Jersey, Syracuse, New York, and so many cities and small communities
around the nation.

You are swept up in a wave of what appears to be an indignant movement by citizens
who are ill-informed—some believe to their heart, others hellbent on a false cause or
narrative---wanting to “correct” history and erase deeds and acts of a gentleman named
Christofo Columbo. Otherwise known as Columbus, this man changed history like no
other. For more than 500 years he has been revered the world over. He is the positive
symbol of hundreds of millions of Italians, and other immigrants around the world.

So, what is the point of removing these statues and monuments to our history? How and
why have you—uwith the fleeting power and control that you have for your term of office—
been so quick to act without considering the FACTS? Have you considered for a moment
that the current assertions and allegations against Columbus are wrong?

Starting in about the 1980s, there was a movement to change the course of history by
printing false accounts of Columbus, painting him in history books, classes, and popular
charges as a murderer, rapist, and white supremist. | can’t explain the motives in such a
short note, but you have a duty and obligation to search for the truth and find out.

Let’s consider the purpose and origin of Columbus Day.

Columbus Day actually evolved from a tragic and deadly episode in New Orleans, on

1



March 14, 1891. Hundreds of thousands of Italian Immigrants had made their way to
New Orleans in the 1880s in order to seek employment and leave an economically
decimated southern Italy. The jobs were available due to the void of the freed slaves and
the market for field workers. The immigrants arrived on the shores of the Mississippi
River, settling in to the current French Quarters (then named “Little Palermo”).

On October 15, 1890, the New Orleans Police Commissioner David Hennessy was shot
in front of his home; he died hours later in a nearby hospital. There were witnesses, but
none could identify the possible four assassins. Nevertheless, and on the basis of the last
whispers of Hennessy, who stated that the “Dagoes” did it, the police randomly rounded
up hundreds of Italians on mere suspicion. Nineteen innocent Sicilian immigrants were
falsely charged with his murder (FN 1: Articles on the lynching; the penultimate book on
this topic is Vendetta, authored by Professor Richard Gambino).

The first trial involved nine defendants, resulting in the mistrial of three and a not guilty
verdict as to six on March 12, 1891. Judge Baker, who presided over the trial remanded
the nine back to the nearby Orleans Prison for new, unsubstantiated charges of “lying in
wait with the intent to commit murder.”

The city was in an uproar. The prosecutors employed underhanded tactics to gain
advantage, jurors had been illegally contacted, and the Judge did everything to help
convict these men, to no avail. Organizers had a plan.

On that fateful and despicable day, March 14, 1891, City organizers---including
businessmen, politicians, and lawyers alike—arranged for a “meeting” by taking out ads
in the local papers. People were invited to meet at a popular location not far from the
prison, to “remedy the failure of justice in the Hennessy case” and were told to
“[c]ome prepared for action.” The organizers convinced the thousands who showed to
march to the Orleans Prison, where they broke in, tracked down, and lynched 11 Italians.
The brutal details are in the accounts in the footnote [FN 1: Articles on the 1891
Lynching in New Orleans; 4: Victim Lists].

The account was printed around the nation and received with satisfaction and approval
by such papers as the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the San Francisco
Chronicle. The acceptance didn’t stop there. Teddy Roosevelt, who was to become the
Governor of New York a few years later, and eventually the 26" President of the United
States, was quoted as saying that the horrific lynching was a “rather good thing.” Suffice
it to remark that the status of Italians at this time was low, hateful, and degrading, noting
that such adjectives including “sub human,” savages,” and other distasteful names [FN
5: NY Times Editorial: March 16, 1891; FN 6: An Open Letter to the NY Times, May
21, 2019].

The uproar from the trial, and the unscrupulous way that it was handled, became national
and then international news. Italy pulled its Ambassador from the United States.
Investigations into the account were a farce. The United States government intervened.



President Benjamin Harrison decided to use his office to acknowledge the contributions
of Italians and ltalian Americans with a Presidential Proclamation to honor a prominent
Italian whose contributions were unquestioned; he selected Columbus. The first statue
was placed at “The Circle,” and named Columbus Circle in New York City, where it was
unveiled on October 13, 1892.

The intention was for a “one-time” holiday, but given the strong and popular acclamation
for an annual observance, it later became a national holiday [FN 3: Articles Connecting
the Lynching with the adoption of Columbus Day]. Yet, there was another tragedy in
America just a few short months before the New Orleans lynching, and it involved the
Lakota Sioux (The Wounded Knee Massacre):

You won’t find it in the public literature surrounding the first Columbus Day in 1892,
but in the background lay two recent tragedies, one involving Native Americans, the
other involving Italian Americans. The first tragedy was the massacre by U.S. troops
of between 146 and 200 Lakota Sioux, including men, women and children, at
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, on December 29, 1890. Shooting began after a
misunderstanding involving an elderly, deaf Sioux warrior who hadn’t heard and
therefore did not understand that he was supposed to hand over his rifle to the U.S.
Cavalry. The massacre at Wounded Knee marked the definitive end of Indian
resistance in the Great Plains. The episode was immediately seen by the
government as potentially troubling, although there was much popular sentiment
against the Sioux. An inquiry was held, the soldiers were absolved, and some were
awarded medals that Native Americans to this day are seeking to have rescinded.

See FN 3: What Columbus Day Really Means, AMERICAN SCHOLAR: October 4,
2012, by William J. Connell.

What'’s interesting, and discussed in the same above referenced article, is that Professor
Connell poses the following with relation to these two tragedies and Columbus Day:

Whenever | hear of protests about the Columbus Day holiday—protests that tend to
pit Native Americans against Italian Americans, | remember these tragedies that
occurred so soon before the first Columbus Day holiday, and | shake my head.
President Harrison did not allude to either of these sad episodes in his proclamation
of the holiday, but the idea for the holiday involved a vision of an America that would
get beyond the prejudice that had led to these deaths. Columbus Day was supposed
to recognize the greatness of all of America’s people, but especially Italians and

Native Americans.

Both segments were victimized. Both suffered, and were horribly treated. Both were killed
by American governments. Now, both sides are at odds over what Columbus Day means
and who Columbus was.



An Apology

One Hundred Twenty-Eight years after the New Orleans lynching, and at the urging of
the ltalian American community, the brave Mayor of New Orleans, LaToya Cantrell,
offered to issue a Proclamation and present a formal apology for the complicity of the
then Mayor, and others, in 1891. She presented the apology before a battery of press
officials, descendants of the victims and a large contingency of Italian Americans who
came from around the country, at the American lItalian Cultural Center in New Orleans
[FN 2: Press Accounts].

Mayor Cantrell’'s words and actions went a long way to help heal the societal wounds that
has festered for all those years. [FN 9: VIDEOS of “Apology”]. Despite the length of
time, the truth was revealed, an honest dialogue began, and this horrific piece of history
can now be understood so that we can embrace the future on better terms. This was a
lesson for us as to today’s topic on Columbus.

Columbus Today

What has come of Columbus? For nearly 500 years, our schools and his accounts
remained in good stead. He was honored on an annual basis, not specifically as a great
man, but as a favorable symbol for all Italian Americans who can now hold their heads
high and say that we are part of the American success. Our culture and history have
become one with Columbus. While there are so many ltalians to emulate, be proud of
and honor, it remains Columbus as the man who symbolized the break from the days
when we were treated with distain, called names, shunned from society and yes, lynched
(there were other lynching of Italians in other communicates, noting that New Orleans is
the most tragic, not only because of the number, but the manner in which the city
government was complicit).

What happened? In the 1980s, Columbus was, all of a sudden, no longer revered. He
was labelled a slave trader, colonizer, and responsible for a number of atrocities involving
the indigenous peoples he encountered on his trips here from Europe. Did the historians
and academia get it wrong for 500 years? Did they miss something? No, not at all.

The dysfunction in the historical evaluation of Columbus started with a few unscrupulous
and unsavory “researchers” who wrote new “false narratives” and whose mis-quotes from
“primary sources” rattled a generation of teachers and students. The process called into
question his character, methods and intentions, even to the point where people suggest
that Columbus was a racist and while supremist.

Do Italian Americans now have to defend what was correct for 500 years? Does this new
false narrative now suggest that anything and everything Columbus have to come down,
be hidden, and statues be removed to be placed into a warehouse? ABSOLUTELY
NOT...because these accusations are all FALSE. They must be debunked and, in fact,
have been debunked.



Recently, | attended a mediation process set up by the Mayor of Pueblo, Colorado,
between two groups representatives of local Italian Americans, and local indigenous and
Latino peoples. The issue was what to do, if anything, with the Columbus Monument,
which was erected in 1905 and placed on the National Register for Historic Places. As is
the case in other cities such as Chicago, Philadelphia and Baltimore, Pueblo is
experiencing continual protests at the site of the statue. The police force is stressed. The
cost to keep peace is expensive.

The easy way out is to remove the “source” of the problem. But this is not surgery to
remove cancer. This is a decision about being fair to the citizens of the city. What to do?
Other cities simply take down Columbus statues in the middle of the night. There is really
no thought there. They succumb to the loud voices of the minority, and, in many cases,
outside agitators whose bizarre goals include disruption and chaos.

Pueblo Mayor Nick Gradisar set up the mediation process to hear both sides.
Unfortunately, the process was sunk from the beginning. Why? Both sides showed up.
The mediator was a professional and a Harvard Law graduate and handled the process
in a sensible manner. Much time went into the process. What went wrong was the failure
to learn and communicate.

When the groups were together for the first time in a room, an attorney for the indigenous
peoples spewed the hate and false narratives about Columbus, citing from the same
historians who were guilty of “historical malpractice.” How could anything go on from
there? It was impossible. The mediation ended and the decision now rests with the
Pueblo City government.

The issue is this: Will those with the power and control to make the decision on the
Columbus Monument actually take into account what I've just written? Will they side with
the mob mentality, the false narratives, and the current bizarre trend called “CANCEL
CULTURE.” If they do, then what is protected? What will last? Will history repeat itself
at this level?

My suggestion is really simple. Consider the facts. Read. Study.

False Narratives Must be Understood and Rejected

| encourage America to get it right. [ See FN 7: Columbus: Academic
Articles/Authors to Read; See FN 8: Campaigns in Favor of Columbus]. See and
read how these false narratives have been debunked, and how the basis and reliance for
the negativism over Columbus is really about JUNK HISTORY. Before any politician
exercises his or her power and control---especially over a long-standing symbol of
greatness---one has the duty and obligation to see and understand history and the facts.

Additionally, consider going through the above referenced material. | maintain that the
articles, books and wirings will confirm the notes below:




e Columbus’ main_reason for the voyage was religious, i.e. to spread
Christianity (See FN 7: Author Carol Delaney: Columbus and the Quest for
Jerusalem: How Religion Drove the Voyages that led to America.

e Columbus was:

o Notracist. See FN 7: Rafael, Columbus: THE HERO, at Chapter 13.

o Not a cannibal. See FN 7: Rafael, Columbus: THE HERO, at Chapter
15.

o Not a slave-trader/holder. See FN 7: Rafael, Columbus: THE HERO,
at Chapter 22.

o Not a torturer who cut off the hands of the locals. See FN 7: Rafael,
Columbus: THE HERO, at Chapter 19

o Not a murderer See FN 7: Rafael, Columbus: THE HERO, at Chapter
18, 28

o Notinterested in making “servants” of the indigenous peoples See
FN 7: Rafael, Columbus: THE HERO, at Chapter 11

= The most used “quote” and likely the most ignorant of quotes
attributable to Columbus was the following:

e They were well-built with good bodies and handsome
features...they do not bear arms...they have no iron. Their
spears are made of cane...They would make fine
servants...with 50 men, we could subjugate them and
make them do whatever we want.

= First, Columbus never looked down on the Indians. In fact, he
praised the Indians for their culture.

= Second, the quote was taken out of context (a painful and
repetitive act by author Howard Zinn and others, and debunked
by a myriad of respected historians and researchers (pages 63-
66).

= Third, the portion of the quote (“with fifty men we could subjugate
them”) is not even part of the original paragraph, noting that that
statement was made three days later from the first, and a
reference to Queen Isabel that IF he had to fight them all he would
need is 50 men...and that never happen.

= See also FN: 7, Dr. Mary Grabar: Debunking Howard Zinn:
Exposing the Fake History that turned a Generation against
America, August, 2019 (See further: https://marygrabar.com/).

There is no doubt that Columbus behaved according to the tenets of the time. He did
“take” some indigenous peoples with him, but not as slaves. His motive was to teach
them Christianity and offer them a better life. But these acts do not fit into the bent
narrative of the revisionists such as Howard Zinn, James Loewen, Ward Churchill, and
several other lesser knowns who repeated the same unfounded script.



Author Mary Grabar studied the above radials very closely and choose the one who had
the biggest impact: Howard Zinn. Mr. Zinn was a fanatical anarchist, whose book, A
People’s History of the United States, was the genesis for everything that is anti-America.
An admirer of Stalin, Mao, and anything communist, Zinn seemingly went out of his way
to fabricate, manipulate and present a false narrative of American history, including the
life of Columbus.

Professor Graybar provides a comprehensive critique of Howard Zinn’s works, which are
filled with mistakes, lies, half-truths, and unfounded smears. Reasonable people, and at
my behest and invitation here, you should be in her debt for calling Zinn out and providing
a powerful, and timely take-down of this pseudo-culture. She reveals how Zinn’s shocking
tales of severed hands, raped women and a lust for gold are all unfounded. His narrative
about a genocidal Columbus captured the minds of the educational system and popular
culture.

Zinn’s and the other works of fiction laid out a foundation for the violent, Marxist-inspired
group ANTIFA, which declared a nationwide “Deface Columbus Day.” The transformation
of this radial group, and those who profess an alliance to them, set up causes to replace
or eliminate Columbus Day, oftentimes being swopped out with Indigenous Peoples’ Day.

Italian Americans have always stood with and for the Indigenous Peoples, with the full
understand about what and how they were decimated over a long period of time. |
honestly don’t believe that there is so much a gripe with Italian Americans by the
Indigenous groups, rather than a sentiment that Columbus---as transformed over time
with false narratives—became the face of evil and everything that wrong from 1492
forward. But, their engagement with the elimination of Columbus Day and Columbus
statues seemingly placates that overwhelming sense of victimhood. That's sad because
both groups shared that victimhood status and there was never the animosity or ill will
between the groups until lately. Italian Americans wish to end that. The best way to do
that is with an understanding of the past, a willingness to cooperate and a desire to
embrace each other moving forward. There’s still room for that.

The list of false narratives, misrepresentations and fake history by the above list of men
is not new. Whatever their goals, they have been studied, ridiculed and proven to be
wrong by the legitimate and knowledgeable experts in the field of history. The problem
is that their narratives linger in the minds of students who was subjugated to and
indoctrinated by their works at high school and college levels.

This need not happen here. It should not happen here. As politicians, you owe a duty
and obligation to do what is right and best for the people in your community. No matter
how large or small your municipality, your decisions will have significant impacts. Do you
truly believe that you should act on the whims and representations of the few, without
hearing from the “other side”? No, of course not.

That’'s why | have taken the time to prepare and present this letter with the historical
details on Columbus Day, the importance of that day to Americans in general, and to



Italians, in particular. Fanatics rewrite history to edit out the points of history they don’t
like. It's an act of historic cleaning. Our country should not be walking down that road.

Summary

The silent majority is complicit in their complacency. | grant you that. Italian Americans
have become successful. That success made us lazy. Not anymore. If there’s one
lesson here, is it that we are awake, we vote, and we will not stand for what we see is a
multitude of civil rights violations taking place in our cities and communities.

It is a big mistake, and a dangerous precedent, to remove one statue of Columbus. lIts
tantamount to hysteria, a surrender to mob mentality and an exercise in ignorance. Which
statue is next?

I've presented this letter in a format and offered an extensive and deep footnote section
on purpose. | want you to have the ability to click to the sites in order to afford you the
quick ability to learn and research before you make a decision because | WANT
AMERICA TO GET IT RIGHT.

Most Sincerely,

Michael . Santo

Michael A. Santo

Volunteer Counsel: National Columbus Educational Foundation (NCEF)

Member: Columbus Citizens Foundation (CCF)

Member: Italian Sons and Daughters of America (ISDA)

Former General Counsel: NY State Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America
(OSDIA)

Former Special Counsel: NY State Commission for Social Justice, OSDIA



1. ARTICLES ON THE LYNCHING
http://garysreflections.blogspot.com/2017/01/a-mass-lynching-forgotten-in-
american.html

https://www.globalresearch.ca/the-new-orleans-eleven-the-untold-history-of-the-
lynching-of-italians-in-america/5372379

https://www.buzzfeed.com/adamserwer/how-an-1891-mass-lynching-tried-to-
make-america-great-again?utm term=.0gqJXLRWb#.iw3wNbW9Q

https://www.history.com/news/the-grisly-story-of-americas-largest-lynching

https://admin.americanthinker.com/articles/2017/08/when will new orleans apol
ogize for the italian lynchings.html

https://legallegacy.wordpress.com/2016/03/14/march-14-1891-lynching-of-
eleven-italian-americans-in-new-orleans/

2. NOLA PROJECT: PRESS ACCOUNTS
INCOMPLETE LIST OF MEDIA COVERAGE AS TO NOLA PROJECT: INCOMPLETE
LIST OF MEDIA COVERAGE AS TO NOLA PROJECT:
New Orleans: April 12, 2019
https://www.nola.com/news/article ebd61396-a013-5b22-8171-bd8bd7416a88.html
NOLA.COM
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-47767421 BBC
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/01/us/new-orleans-mayor-apologizes-italian-americans-
trnd/index.html
CNN
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/new-orleans-apologizes-1891-lynching-
italian-americans-180971959/ SMITHSONIAN MAGAZINE
https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/04/01/new-orleans-apologize-lynching-
italians-among-worst-american-history/ WASHINGTON POST
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/436702-new-orleans-mayor-to-apologize-to-
italian-americans-for-1891-lynchings THE HILL
https://www.wsj.com/articles/an-overdue-apology-to-italian-americans-11554761121
WALL STREET JOURNAL
https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-friday-edition-1.5095791/it-s-never-
too-late-new-orleans-mayor-apologizes-for-1891-mass-lynching-of-italian-americans-
1.5095802 CANADIAN BROADCASTING
https://www.fox8live.com/2019/04/12/mayor-latoya-cantrell-issue-apology-italian-
lynching/ LOCAL FOX AFFILIATE: NEW ORLEANS
https://www.orderisda.org/culture/news/new-orleans-mayor-to-issue-apology-over-
largest-lynching-in-us-history/ ITALIAN SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF AMERICA




https://www.orderisda.org/culture/news/new-orleans-mayor-apologizes-for-lynching-of-
italians-in-1891/ ITALIAN SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF AMERICA
https://www.theadvocate.com/baton rouge/opinion/article 22f3b8e6-5591-11e€9-8212-
2f6d1ad3f927.ntml THE ADVOCATE, BATON ROUGE, LA
https://www.wwltv.com/article/news/local/orleans/mayor-cantrell-to-apologize-for-1891-
lynching-of-11-italian-americans/289-e6d94cd3-7a7d-4bd3-813a-dda6b624285¢ WWL.:
CBS AFFILIATE
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/apr/01/new-orleans-to-apologise-for-worst-
mass-lynching-in-americas-history THE GUARDIAN
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/mayor-apologize-1861-lynching-11-italian-
americans-62055901 ABC NEWS
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=2328795927160018&ref=watch _permalink
FOX 8 NEWS FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.rrstar.com/opinion/20190802/my-view-italian-americans-get-official-city-
apology-from-new-orleans RRSTAR.COM OPINION PAGE
https://www.hernandosun.com/article/new-orleans-issues-apology-1891-mass-lynching-
italians HERNANDO SUN, FLORIDA
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/new-orleans-lynching-
lynching-us-history-italian-latoya-cantrell-a8849416.html THE INDEPENDENT, UK.
https://www.esteri.it/mae/en/sala_stampa/archivionotizie/retediplomatica/2019/04/scuse
-ufficiali-new-orleans-per-linciaggio-14-marzo-1891-di-11-italiani.html MINISTER OF
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, ITALY
http://www.loopsamoa.com/global-news/new-orleans-mayor-apologise-1891-lynching-
italian-americans-83420 PACIFIC GLOBAL
https://www.kedm.org/post/new-orleans-mayor-apologize-lynching-11-italian-
americans#stream/0 PUBLIC RADIO; NPR; LA
https://www.pri.org/file/2019-04-03/after-128-years-apology-new-orleans WORLD
RADIO INTERVIEW/BBC
https://wrno.iheart.com/content/2019-04-12-mayor-cantrell-issues-apology-for-1891-
italian-lynching/ I-HEART RADIO: FULL VIDEO OF PRESENTATION

OTHER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkcEY7zyORQ YOUTUBE PRESENTATION BY
ORDER SONS & DAUGHERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA

3. ARTICLES CONNECTING THE LYNCHING WITH THE ADOPTIOIN OF
COLUMBUS DAY

What Columbus Day Really Means
https://theamericanscholar.org/what-columbus-day-really-means/#.X0CyJNxKiyo

The Lynching That Gave Us Columbus Day
https://medium.com/@nevaerl/the-lynching-that-gave-us-columbus-day-eb5179b01aca
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After 11 Italians were lynched in New Orleans in 1891, President Benjamin Harrison declared
“Columbus Day” the following year to honor the contributions of Italians and Italian Americans
in the U.S.

How ltalians Became “White”
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/10/12/opinion/columbus-day-italian-american-

racism.html

4. Victims of the March 14, 1891 Lynching/Uprising at the OLD ORLEANS

PARISH PRISON

The following people were lynched:

Antonio Bagnetto, fruit peddler: Tried and acquitted.
James Caruso, stevedore: Not tried.

Loreto Comitis, tinsmith: Not tried.

Rocco Geraci, stevedore: Not tried.

Joseph P. Macheca, fruit importer: Tried and acquitted.
Antonio Marchesi, fruit peddler: Tried and acquitted.
Pietro Monasterio, cobbler: Mistrial.

Emmanuele Polizzi, street vendor: Mistrial.

Frank Romero, ward politician: Not tried.

Antonio Scaffidi, fruit peddler: Mistrial.

Charles Traina, rice plantation laborer: Not tried.
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The following were killing inside the prison:

Rocco Geraci
Antonio Scaffidi
Frank Romero
Pietro Monastero
James Caruso
Charles Traina
Loretta Cornitz
Joseph Macheca

The following people managed to escape lynching by hiding inside the prison:

John Caruso, stevedore: Not tried.

Bastian Incardona, laborer: Tried and acquitted.

Gaspare Marchesi, 14, son of Antonio Marchesi: Tried and acquitted.
Charles Mantranga, labor manager: Tried and acquitted.

Peter Natali, laborer: Not tried.

Charles Pietza (or Pietzo), grocer: Not tried.

Charles Patorno, merchant: Not tried.

Salvatore Sinceri, stevedore: Not tried.A

NEW YORK TIMES: MARCH 16, 1891 EDITORIAL.

The New York Times published an editorial: “The New Orleans Affair.” The
northern newspaper approved: “Nor can there be any doubt that the mob’s
victims were desperate ruffians and murderers. These sneaking and
cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of bandits and assassins, who have
transported to this country the lawless passions, the cut-throat practices,
and the oath-bound societies of their native country, are to us a pest
without mitigation. Our own rattlesnakes are as good citizens as they. Our
own murderers are men of feeling and nobility compared to them. These
men of the Mafia killed Chief Hennessy. . . . Lynch law was the only course
open to the people of New Orleans to stay the issue of a new license to
continue its bloody practices.”

. AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL AMERICANS ON HOW THE NEW YORK TIMES

FAILED THE ITALIAN AMERIAN COMMUNITY...and YOU (May 21, 2019)
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AN OPEN LETTER TO ALL AMERICANS ON HOW THE NEW YORK TIMES FAILED
THE ITALIAN AMERIAN COMMUNITY...and YOU

Re: LYNCHING OF 11 ITALIANS IN NEW ORLEANS

On May 2, 2019, the signers of this OPEN LETTER hand delivered 30 copies of a 7-page
letter with 68 pages of attachments, representing and endorsed by a coalition of more
than 60 of the largest and most prominent Italian American organizations in the country.
The packages were ear marked for the 30 members of the New York Times Executive
Team and Editorial Board. The papers were received by a staff employee of one of the
paper’s counsels.

As of this moment, the New York Times has failed to call, respond in writing or in any way
recognize the letter or the paper’s outright violation of the 11 men, all of Sicilian
background (some immigrants and some nationalized citizens), who were killed in a brutal
manner by a mob of thousands.

We publish this letter to advise New York City residents, families of immigrants, and all in
general how such a once revered newspaper has failed our community with such a caviler
“no response,” and what this means to you.

The letter called for the retraction and apology of a horrid and insulting editorial run by the
paper only two days after the largest single lynching in the United States. The lynching
took place at the Orleans Parish Prison in New Orleans on March 14, 1891. The initial
letter explained in detail the events which led up to the mob rule and lynching that day.
The underlying issues were presented with references from historical accounts, treatises,
and other trusted resources, all of which supported the fact that the men were victims of
a mob orchestrated by New Orleans city leaders and government officials alike.

On April 12t of this year, New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell bravely appeared at a
ceremony to offer an Official Proclamation of Apology with regard to the City official
involvement at the time. Her forthright and moving presentation and speech gained the
instant respect and honor of a host of Italian American leaders who were present from
around the country.

The tragedy from 1891 was never popularized outside of the local New Orleans area. It
became apparent from the research that the lynching had a major deleterious impact on
the ltalian American community not only in the New Orleans area, but around on a
national level, and beyond. The then President and his Attorney General became
involved with the issue and the Italian government withdrew their embassy
representatives for about a year.

The New York Times reported a slanted version of the facts, maligned the Italian

American community, and printed the following editorial on March 16, 1891, two days
after the lynching:
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These sneaking and cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of
bandits and assassins, who have transported to this country the
lawless passions, the cut-throat practices, and the oath-bound
societies of their native country, are to us a pest without
mitigations. Our own rattlesnakes are as good citizens as
they...These men of the Mafia killed Chief Hennessy in
circumstances of peculiar atrocity...Lynch law was the only
course open to the people of New Orleans to stay the issue of a
new license to the Mafia to continue its bloody practices.

As there was no justification for printing this material then, there is no justification for
the paper’s silence now. And, while 128 years have passed, there has never been a
retraction or an apology from The New York Times. It's not too late, and the lack of
a response is insulting and a quandary at the same time.

The ltalian American community has made many strides in the United States;
however, we have been the topic of scuttle, bias and bigotry in so many various ways.
Our collective reaction has been relatively mild and complacent. No more. We now
face active and vicious civil rights violations around the country by numerous local
districts, counties and States, which have decided to eliminate Columbus Day, when
Italian Americans cherish and celebrate their heritage and culture. The municipalities
argue and convince themselves that Christopher Columbus’ acts some 527 years ago
no longer warrant having a day named after him, despite that fact that the day has
become a symbolic day of “being” Italian American.

As Mayor Cantrell so aptly put it: “What happen was wrong.” Stating that history could
not be changed, she remarked that it was important to “acknowledge the wrongs so
that we can grow in the future.” Our collective intent here is to ensure that our children
and grandchildren no longer suffer from such vile attacks.

Our “fight” against bias is your “fight” against bias. The lesson is clear: all people
from so many backgrounds simply want to live in peace, be respected and accept
each other. When there is an attack on one, there is an attack on all.

When the wrong is so aptly placed in front of an educated and respected staff of 30
people and there is no response, we all should worry.

Respectfully yours,

Michael A. Santo, Esq.
Special Counsel
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7. COLUMBUS: ACADEMIC ARTICLES/AUTHORS TO READ

MARY GRABAR

e https://marygrabar.com/

e BOOK: Debunking Howard Zinn: Exposing the Fake History That
Turned a Generation against America was published by Regnery on
August 20, 2019.

https://www.theahi.org/ahis-mary-grabar-why-i-wrote-debunking-howard-zinn/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BtNfgJx4OIM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bo21vOpvigs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KEBa6nxMQVU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YL7HvpJHKUE

O O O O O

CAROL DELANEY

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carol Delaney

e http://www.carolldelaney.com/
BOOK: COLUMBUS and the Quest for Jerusalem: How Religion Drove the Voyages
that led to America: https://www.amazon.com/Columbus-Quest-Jerusalem-Religion-
Voyages/dp/1439102376

o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTwyAlmu4-w

e https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9F 3JiwFimWO0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_SE8brdMMijk

WILLIAM J. CONNELL

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William J. Connell (historian)
https://historynewsnetwork.org/article/167660
https://www.academia.edu/4757291/Whos Afraid of Columbus
https://theamericanscholar.org/what-columbus-day-really-means/#.XzAl1ohKiw4

Rafael: Christopher Columbus: THE HERO, Defending Columbus from Modern
Day Revisionism:

e https://www.hpb.com/products/christopher-columbus-the-hero-defending-columbus-
from-modern-day-revisionism-9781548738129

8. CAMPAIGNS IN FAVOR OF COLUMBUS

Editorials:
o The Daily Egyptian: Rediscovering Columbus (October 8, 2002)
e New York Times: In Person: In Defense of Columbus (October 8, 2000)
e The American Scholar: What Columbus Day Really Means (October 4, 2012)
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Scranton Times-Tribune: Some Columbus Myths Worthy of Investigation
(October 10, 2015)

Democracy Journal: Why Columbus Day Happened (October 10, 2016)

USA Today: Christopher Columbus XX: Hey America, my ancestor didn't cause
your failings (October 9, 2017)

Philadelphia Inquirer: History Shows Columbus Worth Celebrating (October 9,
2017)

Riverhead Local: The real Columbus: There's hard evidence that the modern
recast of the great explorer is a myth (October 7, 2018)

Providence Journal: Critics of Columbus don’t know the real story (October 6,
2019)

New York Post: It’s time to stop scapegoating Christopher Columbus (October
13, 2019)

New York Daily News: The whole world should honor Columbus: Declare a UN
holiday for the man who helped pioneer modernity (October 14, 2019)

The College Fix: Howard Zinn Lied About Christopher Columbus-- Here’s How
(October 14, 2019)

La Voce di New York: Italian Americans and the Impact of Their Five Centuries of
History in America (May 17, 2020)

La Voce di New York: George Floyd and.... Columbus? The Twin “Original Sins”
of the Conquest of America (June 12, 2020)

Merion West: Columbus Belongs Not Only to History (June 17, 2020)

La Voce di New York: In America’s “Novel”, Italian-Americans and Columbus Are
“Cheated” and “Beaten” (June 17, 2020)

Shore News Network: Creating and passing the 1492 Act will protect Italian
Americans from discriminatory animus and hold vandals and officials
accountable (June 18, 2020)

Providence Journal: Vandalizing Columbus Statues Insults Italian Americans
(June 20, 2020)

Scranton Times-Tribune: Scranton’s Columbus Statue a Symbol of Pride (June
22, 2020)

The Baltimore Sun: Columbus statues need context, not disrespect and
desecration (June 26, 2020)

Stamford Advocate: Opinion: Former Stamford Mayor Esposito says removal of
Columbus statue would be ‘an insult’ (June 27, 2020)

NewportRl.com: Newport’'s Columbus statue meant as a celebration of Italian
culture (June 29, 2020)

Miami Herald: Don't tear down Columbus because of this country's horribly racist
past (June 30, 2020)

Newport This Week: Statue Represents Italians’ Love of America (July 2, 2020)
Hartford Courant: It’'s time America confronts racism. But Columbus does not
belong in this discussion (July 2, 2020)

NJ.com: Columbus sailed into rightful place in history books (July 3, 2020)

New Haven Register: Proud of Columbus (July 5, 2020)

Baltimore Sun: Demolition of Columbus statue an insult to Italian Americans (July

6. 2020)
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o McDuffie Progress: Poor Ole Christopher Columbus (July 7, 2020)

o Stamford Advocate: Daughter of Stamford’s first Italian-American mayor says
Columbus statue and park must stay in city (July 8, 2020)

o Broad + Liberty: Leftist Attacks on Columbus are Bad History (July 8, 2020)

« National Review: In Defense of Saints and Statues (July 10, 2020)

o Lowell Sun: Get history straight when arguing over Christopher Columbus (July
10, 2020)

o« Worcester Telegram: Christopher Columbus Launched the American Dream
(July 10, 2020)

o Daily Citizen: EDITORIAL: Myths, reality and perspective on Christopher

Columbus, statues and protesters (July 10, 2020)

The Baltimore Sun: Relearning Christopher Columbus (July 12, 2020)

Cape Cod Times: Mob mentality driving statue discussions (July 15, 2020)

Fra Noi: What Columbus Stands For (July 19, 2020)

Fredericksburg.com: Clarifying the Columbus 'cancel' controversy (July 20, 2020)

Tap Into Scotch Plains: Removing the Columbus Monument Would Be

Disrespectful to Scotch Plains Italian-Americans (July 21, 2020)

o Republican American: Hate Crime Targets Italian Americans (July 21, 2020)

e Syracuse.com: Columbus monument honors struggles of Italian-Americans who
built it (July 22, 2020)

o Chicago Tribune: Removal of the Columbus statues has left a hole in the heart of
our ltalian American community (July 24, 2020)

e« The Morning Call: Attacks on Columbus Unfair, Unfounded (July 31, 2020)

e Suburban Chicagoland: Taking down the Columbus Statue is an act of racism

(August 3, 2020)

Roanoke.com: Canova: Christopher Columbus Monuments (August 3, 2020)

The Salem News: Don't shun Columbus (August 3, 2020)

Staten Island Live: Let Columbus Stand (August 5, 2020)

Wicked Local Beverly: Keep Christopher Columbus’s Name, History Alive

(August 6, 2020)

o Rrstar.com: Trump Stands Up for Italian Heritage (August 6, 2020)

o Intellectual Takeout: Abolishing History From the Classroom Is What Got Us Into
This Mess (August 6, 2020)

o Wicked Local Wellesley: Our Campaign for Inclusion and Respect (August 8,

2020)

e Youngstown Vindicator: Columbus should be honored, not defiled (August 9,
2020)

Chicago Now: When Symbols Go Bad (August 9, 2020)

Leavenworth Times: Statues Stand for Something (Auqust 16, 2020)

Fra Noi: Fighting Fiction with Facts (August 16, 2020)

The Conversation: Ancient cancel cultures: The defacement of statues in
America replicates a tradition going back millennia (August 19, 2020)

News Articles:
« Anthropoloqist says Christopher Columbus critics have their history wrong (April

29, 2019)
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Don’t tear down Columbus statues; use them to confront history and trigger
‘reckoning,’ Lightfoot says (June 18, 2020)

Sons of Italy of Hammonton Relocates Christopher Columbus Statue (June 19,
2020)

Christopher Columbus Name Won’t Be Changed at Wisconsin Catholic High
School (June 19, 2020)

Dueling Petitions Address Utica’s Columbus Statue (June 19, 2020)

How Chistopher Columbus Came to Stand in Boston’s North End (June 19,
2020)

Online Petition Started in East Hanover to Save the Christopher Columbus
Statue (June 21, 2020)

As Columbus statues fall across the country, Easton has no plans to remove its
sculpture (June 22, 2020)

Dueling Petitions Address Columbus Statue in Norwich (June 22, 2020)
Columbus Statues Should Come Down, Activists Say — But Mayor, Italian
Americans Want Them To Stay (June 23, 2020)

Chicago’s Italian American Community Reacts to Defacement of Christopher
Columbus Statues (June 23, 2020)

President Trump to Issue Executive Order on Statue Vandalism (June 24, 2020)
The Story Behind the Christopher Columbus Statue in Denver (June 24, 2020)
[talian-Americans’ Plea: Don’t Tear Down Columbus Statues (June 25, 2020)
Opponents of removing Columbus statue rally in New Haven (June 24, 2020)
Syracuse’s Columbus statue debate: Why we should remove it and why we
should keep it (June 25, 2020)

Baltimore County Republicans, Italian Americans Call For Protection Of City
Columbus Monuments (June 26, 2020)

Italian Americans call removal of Columbus statues in Chicago ‘insensitive’ to
their history (July 26, 2020)

State delegates, Italian American activists calling for protection of Columbus
statues (June 26, 2020)

Biden: Feds obligated to protect Washington, Jefferson, Columbus statues (June
30, 2020)

New Haven Italian-American group wants police protection for Columbus
pedestal (July 1, 2020)

Cardinal Dolan Decries Statue Destruction, Warns Against Dangerous “Cultural
Revolution” (July 2, 2020)

Italian American ONE VOICE Coalition Successfully Defeats Proposal to
Eliminate Federal Columbus Day Holiday (July 6, 2020)

Italian-American leaders plan to restore, relocate Columbus statue (July 7, 2020)
Denver's ltalian-American community fights to keep Columbus Park from being
renamed (July 8, 2020)

Italian restaurant owner puts up controversial Christopher Columbus billboard in
Milford (July 8, 2020)

Denver’s ltalian-American community fights to keep Columbus Park from being
renamed (July 9, 2020)
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Effort underway to save and repair beheaded Christopher Columbus statue in
Waterbury (July 9, 2020)

Columbus donors sue Penn’s Landing agency to keep monument; commissions
seek comments on South Philly statue removal (July 13, 2020)

Baltimore Italian American Group Pens Letter to Nancy Pelosi (July 13, 2020)
Tap Into Scotch Plains/Fanwood: Columbus: Fact vs. Fiction (July 14, 2020)
Easton’s Christopher Columbus statue topic of virtual discussion about public art
(July 15, 2020)

Disputes over Christopher Columbus statues play out in court (July 15, 2020)
Supporters rally for Columbus statue in Syracuse. It's about 1934, they say, not
1492 (July 16, 2020)

Statue Supporters Rally At Columbus Circle (Syracuse) (July 16, 2020)

9-Foot Tall Christopher Columbus Statue To Remain On Ohio Statehouse
Grounds Until At Least 2025 (July 16, 2020)

Supporters hold rally to keep Christopher Columbus Monument in Syracuse (July
16, 2020)

Christopher Columbus Statue To Remain On Ohio Statehouse Grounds For Now
(July 17, 2020)

[talian-Americans in Bridgeport demand return of Columbus statue to community
park (July 19, 2020)

Worcester’s Christopher Columbus statue stays, as City Council votes against
removal (July 21, 2020)

Knights of Columbus pick Christopher Columbus statue from Baltimore’s Inner
Harbor, plan to reproduce monument (July 21, 2020)

Baltimore Italian American Community Plans New Statue to Honor Columbus
(July 22, 2020)

[talian-American organizations march in support of Christopher Columbus statue
(July 22, 2020)

Scotch Plains Votes to Keep Columbus Monument in Place (July 22, 2020)
‘What’s next?’ Rage greets city plan to remove Marconi Plaza’s Christopher
Columbus statue (July 22, 2020)

Worcester Will Not Move Christopher Columbus Statue (July 22, 2020)

Some ltalian-Americans outraged over removal of Christopher Columbus statues
in Chicago (July 24, 2020)

[talian American groups plan celebration of Christopher Columbus in Woodland
Park (July 25, 2020)

Crowd Rallies In Defense Of Christopher Columbus Statues (July 26, 2020)
Italian-American groups to host 'Rediscover Columbus' NJ event (July 26, 2020)
Bridgeport Council to meet on returning Christopher Columbus statue (July 27,
2020)

Meet the people who are buying America’s rejected statues (August 1, 2020)
Italian-American organization member defends Columbus statue (August 1,
2020)

On this Day: 1492: Columbus Sets Sail (August 3, 2020)

Italian heritage group asks Kearny to protect Columbus statue with anti-graffiti
film' (August 4, 2020)
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o Take that, Chicago: Springfield Italian American group mounts boycott over
Columbus statues (August 6, 2020)

e Some Members Of Italian-American Community Want Columbus Statues Put
Back On Display (August 6, 2020)

« Motion filed after Philadelphia Art commission votes to remove Christopher
Columbus statue, place it in temporary storage (August 12, 2020)

o Activists calling for cities to preserve Christopher Columbus statues in Boston,
other cities (August 13, 2020)

e« As monuments to Christopher Columbus come down across the US, Italian-
Americans campaign to protect a symbol of 'culture heritage' (August 13, 2020)

e NYPD: Columbus Statue gets 24-Hour Police Protection in Belmont (August 15,
2020)

e Members Of Italian-American Community Call For Return Of Columbus Statues
(August 16, 2020)

e Did Christopher Columbus bring syphilis to Europe? Study puts myth to rest
(August 17, 2020)

o City aldermen agree to put Columbus statue’s fate to voters at November
election (August 18, 2020)

Videos:
e Columbus: Fact & Fiction
e The Daily Wire: Ep. 37: Christopher Columbus Actually Was a Great Man
¢ In Defense of Columbus: An Exaggerated Evil

Documentaries:
e Columbus Day Legacy. By Bennie Klain (Navajo). A TricksterFilms, LLC
Production, 2011. 27 minutes. DVD format, color. (Review attached)

Essays:

o De las Casas’ Writings on Columbus by José Gueits Romero

¢ Killing Columbus: An Attack on an Italian American Heritage Icon by Ernest R.
Nuzzo, Esq.
Columbus and the Great Contact: Before and After by Ernest R. Nuzzo, Esq.
Of Statues and Symbolic Murder by Wilfred M. McClay
Christopher Columbus: The Unknown Lateral Thinker by Dr. Rudy Magnan
Why Columbus Day Matters to Italian Americans by Bill Cerrutti, Executive
Director, Italian Cultural Society, Sacramento

Podcasts/Radio Shows:
+ Ron Onesti on Christopher Columbus statues: ‘There has to be a proper process’
(July 31, 2020)
o Shaping Opinion Podcast: Who Was Christopher Columbus? (July 20, 2020)
o Cats at Night with John Catsimatidis: American Way of Life Under Attack (July 1,

2020)
e The Brian Lehrer Show: What Columbus Statues Really Mean (October 9, 2017)
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o [talian American Podcast: IAP 112: When Did Columbus Become an Italian
American? An Honest Exploration of the History of the Columbus Day Holiday

o [talian American Podcast: IAP 114: Can’t We All Just Get Along? Varied Voices
Revisit the Legacy of Christopher Columbus

o [talian American Podcast: IAP 152: Conversations on Columbus: Introduction

o ltalian American Podcast: IAP 153: Conversations on Columbus: Straight from
the Source

Media Outlets with Extensive Pro Columbus Coverage:
e We the ltalians
« PRIMO Magazine
e Giornale ltaloamericano
o ltalian Tribune
o La Gazzetta ltaliana

International Coverage in English

« [talian Americans say Chicago mayor Lori Lightfoot is 'giving in to violence and
cancel culture' by removing statues of Christopher Columbus and accuse her of
'siding with a destructive minority'

e Things That Seem Incredible: A New Columbus Letter

o Christopher Columbus did not bring syphilis to Europe: Sexually transmitted
disease was spreading across the continent almost 100 years BEFORE the
Italian navigator first set sail for the Americas, study reveals

News from lItaly:
o Assalto a Cristoforo Colombo nell America Democratica (August 5, 2020)
e Capone (Ugl): “Uno sfregio agli italiani la distruzione della statua di Colombo”
(July 13, 2020)
o Christopher Magazine

Miscellaneous:
e Ad in the Washington Times from the Patriotic Veterans of America

Books:

e Columbus Day et les Italiens de New York. By Marie-Christine Michaud. Paris:
Ed. Presse Universitaire Paris-Sorbonne, 2011. 227 pages. (Review in English
attached)

e Religion in Latin America: A Documentary History by Lee M. Penyak and Walter
J. Petry. Orbis Books, 2007. (Primary Document 8/ Page 19 focuses on
Columbus)

e Religion and Society in Latin America by Lee M. Penyak and Walter J. Petry.
Orbis Books, 2009. (Pages 28-29 focus on Columbus)

e The Life of Christopher Columbus by J.J. Barry. Loreto Publications.

e Columbus and the Quest for Jerusalem: How Religion Drove the Voyages that
Led to America by Carol Delaney. Free Press, 2012.
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Debunking Howard Zinn: Exposing the Fake History That Turned a Generation
against America by Mary Grabar. Regnery History, 2020.

Christopher Columbus The Hero: Defending Columbus From Modern Day
Revisionism by Rafael Ortiz. Create Space, 2017.

Admiral of the Ocean Sea: A Life of Christopher Columbus by Samuel Eliot
Morison. Little, Brown, and Company, 1991.

The Four Voyages: Being His Own Log-Book, Letters and Dispatches with
Connecting Narratives by Christopher Columbus. Penguin Classics, 1992.

The Enemies of Christopher Columbus: Answers to Critical Questions About the
Spread of Western Civilization by Thomas A. Bowden. Paper Tiger Inc., 2003.
The Life of the Admiral Christopher Columbus: by his son Ferdinand by Benjamin
Keen, Editor. Rutgers University Press, 1992.

Academic Essays

Who’s Afraid of Columbus? by William Connell ltalian Americana, 31.2
(Summer 2013), pp. 136-147

Columbus Day, a Celebration Revisited by The Denver Post, 2000-2007 by
Marie-Christine Michaud, in John Paul Russo et Teri Ann Tengiveno (dir), Italian
Passages, AIHA, Denver, USA, p. 88-107 (2010)

The Columbus Day Parade in New York City: a New Form of Marketing or
an Ethnic Festival? by Marie-Christine Michaud, in Stefano Luconi et Dennis
Barone (dir), Small Towns, Big Cities, AIHA, New Haven, USA, p. 86-104 (2010)
Columbus's name in the space of American collective memory: from
consecration to desecration by Luisa Caiazzo, University of Basilicata, Italy.
(2017) Downloaded from Academia.edu, 12 pp.

Christopher Columbus in United States Historiography: Biography as
Projection by Carla Rahn Phillips. (1992) Downloaded from Academia.edu, 20
pp.

The Triumph of American Spectacle: New York City's 1892 Columbian
Celebration by David Carletta. (2008) Downloaded from Academia.edu, 24 pp.
"Rediscovering Columbus in Nineteenth-Century American Textbooks", in
S. Carvalho et F. Gemenne, Nations and their Histories. Constructions and
Representations. Palgrave McMillan, 2009, p.93-110. Downloaded from
Academia.edu.

Irving's Columbus and Hemispheric American History by Jordan Wingate.
(2017) Downloaded from Academia.edu, 34 pp.

A Content Analysis of Selected Secondary History Textbooks’ Portrayals of
Christopher Columbus, Hernan Cortes, and Francisco Pizarro by Jebadiah
Lillejord. (2014) Downloaded from Academia.edu, 10 pp.

Columbus's Ultimate Goal: Jerusalem by Carol Delaney (Date not listed)
Downloaded from Academia.edu, 34 pp.

It’s a Strange Thing: The Millennial Blindness of Christopher Columbus by
John Hubers (Date not listed) Downloaded from Academia.edu, 32 pp.

Reading Cristébal Colén within Millennial lberia by Sean Kearns, University
of Liverpool (2014). Downloaded from Academia.edu, 50 pp.
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o Christopher Columbus, a dual identity: citizen of Valencia and "Genoese of
nation” by Francesc L. Albardaner (2016). Downloaded from Academia.edu, 17
pp.

« And there was Honey: Translating Contact into Discovery in the Columbus
Letters by Monica Espaillat Lizardo, University of Toronto (2014). Downloaded
from Academia.edu, 21 pp.

e Reading Columbus by Margarita Zamora (1996). Downloaded from
Academia.edu, 7 pp.

o Columbus's Gift: Representations of Grace and Wealth and the Enterprise
of the Indies. Modern Languages Notes 119 (2004): 201-25 by Elvira Vilches.
Downloaded from Academia.edu, 26 pp.

e 1492: Europe in America and America in Europe: Or, Traveling Metaphors
in the Discoveries of America by Boris Vejdovsky (2008). Downloaded from
Academia.edu, 15 pp.

Social Media Posts

Instagram:
e Zio Ciccio Cinema: How Do You Feel About Columbus Statues?
« New Theory Magazine: Should ltalian-Americans Defend
Christopher Columbus
Facebook

¢ Michael Knowles torches anti-Columbus "cowards, ingrates, &
moral narcissists"

On Howard Zinn
¢ Reclaiming History From Howard Zinn (May 17, 2019)

9: YOUTUBE VIDEOS AS TO THE “APOLOGY”

BRIED SEGMENT ON THE HISTORY OF THE LYNCHING
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PkcEY7zyORQ
MAYOR CANTRELL’S PRESENTATION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEwK-gtgmvw
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save columbus statue

betty merti <bjpmert@gmail.com>

Sun 8/23/2020 9:13 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with
little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence lItalian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage

that we fought and died for.

Respectfully yours,
Betty Merti



The Columbus monument in Pittsburgh is not just a statue

Ralph Contini <rcontiniunico@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 11:41 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Pittsburgh Art Commission,

The Columbus monument in Pittsburgh is not just a statue, but a cultural
symbol of the Italian American community and removing it will cause
irreparable harm. It will deprive us of liberty, equal protection and freedom of
expression. Liberty does not just mean "free from bodily restraint" but also
"free from undue government interference". The Italian American community
of Pittsburgh is requesting the City respect and protect our civil rights and not
entertain individuals or groups that seek to strip us of our civil rights.

Local officials in Pittsburgh are under the duty to act to protect their
residents from discriminatory animus especially when the laws
protecting them are so clearly established. Any individual, resident, or
organization that attacks an ethnic group and seeks to deprive them of
their rights, privileges or immunities should cause alarm. Everyone has
the right to celebrate their culture in Pittsburgh but nobody has the right
to request an elimination of another culture.

History is History. It cannot be revised.

Cav. Ralph A. Contini
UNICO National 2nd Vice President
and Columbus Day Chair

Cav. Ralph A. Contini

UNICO National 2nd Vice President
and Columbus Day Chair

Office 201-909-8975

Cell 201-960-7131

Fax 201-909-8884

Virus-free. www.avg.com



Columbus Statue

Stacey West <st.davids@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:07 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Arts Commission of the City of Pittsburgh,

| understand there are requests, or possibly demands, to remove the statue of Christopher
Columbus from Schenley Park.
| am one who believes in knowing our history and those who have come before us. | am saddened that
the voices of a few are
effective in promoting the revision and erasure of our national history. The disappearance of our statues
contributes to that effort.
| ask that the voices of those who wish to retain our history, including the display of statues in our public
squares, be considered
when meetings such as these take place. Please do not remove the statue. Thank you. Regards, Stacey
West



Christopher Columbus

Robert J. Bishop <rbishop@pittabishop.com>

Sun 8/23/2020 8:59 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Angelo Vivolo (avivolo@vivolonyc.com) <avivolo@vivolonyc.com>; pittabishopmembers
<pittabishopmembers@pittabishop.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. Historically this attack on Columbus
originated in the early 20th century as an effort to deflect the repeal of Jim Crow Laws and as an anti-
Catholic, anti-Italian campaign.

For months, concerned citizens across the country and especially members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination and are uniquely inclusive
and pro-American. We refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

| urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert J. Bishop, Esq.

Pitta LLP

Pitta Bishop Del Giorno LLC

212 652 3824
917 856 9956



The Pittsburgh Art Commission

Carol Bires <carolbires@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:37 PM

To: Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>;
Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>;
sally.stadleman@pittsburghpa.gov <sally.stadleman@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Friends,

| am a born & raised “Pittsburgher” who loves my city and my country who is asking
for your help.

Please stop the charge in Pittsburgh and around our country against

Christoper Columbus's history and statues. During this very challenging time, is it
not better to strengthen relationships rather than tear them down.

| ask that you open all your hearts to not only think of Christopher Columbus but all
statues that have a meaningful place in our history to our nation. We are the Land of
the Free and Home of the Brave. God Bless America us

Thank you,

Carol
Sent from my iPhone



The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

Tiziano Dossena <editoreusa@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 7:04 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we fought and died for.

Tiziano Thomas Dossena
Editorial Director
Idea Graphics Editorial Group



Columbus statue

Anthony Orrico <tony.orrico.usa@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 4:12 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Mayor Peduto,

| understand that the city council is debating whether to remove a statue of
Christopher Columbus from Schenley Park. | urge you to fight it with all your heart.

Your last name tells me that our forefathers were paesani. So, this is your heritage as
well as mine. | understand the pressure being applied by anarchic left-wing groups
to remove the statue. However, you must resist them if you are at all proud of
yourself and your achievements for the following reasons:

Italian immigrants were mostly strivers, who passed this quality on to their
progeny. They helped you get where you are. Do not betray them and the
Italian-American community, which | know is quite large in this beautiful city.
Symbols count, and the statue is a symbol of all that Italians have done to
improve American society. Don't spit in the face of your own kind.

Columbus's "crimes" are exaggerated. Most natives died because of infectious
diseases that Columbus's crew inadvertently carried, not by intentional
homicide. His treatment of them was consistent with the times. Natives in the
Caribbean, Continental America, and Africa treated subdued peoples much
worse, as was the custom in those days.

ltalian immigrants suffered, too. Some were lynched in New Orleans and
elsewhere, and some were de facto enslaved by owners of the railroads that
criss-cross your state. Should we tear up the railroads or New Orleans? The
statue is a symbol that, in spite of all the discrimination, Italian immigrants
survived, thrived, and became embodiments of the American dream. Do not
allow this travesty!

Black Americans, Original Americans, Italian-Americans, and all other Americans
deserve to have symbols of celebration of their culture. If Columbus's statue
can be removed, so can Dr. Martin Luther King's, Sitting Bull's, or whomever
detractors wish, since all leaders have unsavory deeds along with their
accomplishments. This nonsense has to stop.

| am sure most citizens are proud to have you as Mayor. It is time for you to be
proud of your heritage, cognizant of your responsibility, to man up and fight
this indignity. It is your time in history to be famous---or infamous! | trust you
will do the right thing.



Sincerely,

Dr. Anthony J. Orrico



Italian American Discrimination/ Columbus' Statue Hearing

Official: Christopher Columbus <officialchristophercolumbus@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 5:38 PM

To: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; sally.stadman@pittsburghpa.gov <sally.stadman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-
Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; erika.strassberger@pittsburghpa.gov
<erika.strassberger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD
<pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is from Rafael Ortiz and, contrary to most Columbus supporters, I'm neither Italian-American nor
Catholic. In fact, I'm Hispanic of Taino descent. The same Indigenous people Columbus allegedly annihilated.

Long before all this controversy against Columbus became mainstream, | took the time to research and read every
primary source of the era, since | believe we should not celebrate anyone who is evil. To my surprise, I've found
Columbus to be a good man and, indeed, a hero. | also discovered that the same activists who want to rename
Columbus Day are the same people who want to rename Thanksgiving Day as "UnThanksgiving Day," making
similar accusations against the Pilgrims. That's when | realized this is not about Columbus, but about demonizing
American history in general.

As my first book was being published in 2017, the first wave of vandalizations of Columbus statues began, with
people demanding Columbus Day to be renamed or eliminated. Just as | suspect, they started with Columbus,
followed by Washington, Jefferson, and then cleverly linking Columbus with Confederate statues, even though
Columbus never reached North America, nor lived here during the time of the Civil War. Ironically, the KKK hated
Columbus and his statues in the 1920s because he was NOT a racist, while today he is hated because "he is a
racist." Which one is it?

What you are seeing is evidence of how ignorant some people are and how some people react without taking the
time to examine evidence. Something similar happened in the late 1800s when several Italians were lynched
because a mob reacted to false accusations. Today, history repeats as some people are reacting to the hoax that
Columbus was "evil" and Italian-Americans are once again being discriminated against and their heritage
"lynched" by politicians who are trying to appease an irrational mob.

Just imagine if this was a protest against Martin Luther King Jr. with his statues desecrated, his legacy distorted,
and people demanding his holiday to be renamed! It would be taken as racial discrimination, and rightly so. Now
just imagine a city council claiming that they are not against African Americans, but that they only object to
Martin Luther King Jr. How do you think the African American community would take such an insult? Why do the
same to Italian-Americans with Columbus, Columbus Day, or his statues? If it wasn't for Columbus you would not
even be here!

There is so much misinformation out there, like some groups who want to rename Columbus Day as Indigenous
Peoples' Day, when we already have two of them: One is called International Indigenous Peoples' Day, celebrated
in August. The other is known as Native American Heritage Day, which is celebrated on the Friday after
Thanksgiving. In addition, November is Indigenous Peoples MONTH! In other words, there is no need to rename
Columbus Day. But if we should not celebrate Columbus Day because of war, conquest, and slavery, then by the
same token Indigenous Peoples Day should not celebrated because the natives used to do the same, with the
addition of cannibalism and human sacrifices. The problem we are having is that some activists are dividing
Italians vs. Indigenous People when that is not necessary.

As for the allegations against Columbus, they are all false. Columbus was not a racist, nor was he evil or genocidal.
He did not cut the hands off the natives or mutilate anyone. These allegations come from revisionists and
propagandists and their tactics are well elaborated. For example, some of the allegations come from a book called
"A Brief Account of the Destruction of the Indies" by Fray Las Casas, except the book is not about Columbus, but
about events that happened after Columbus was out of office or dead. Some of the locations mentioned in the
book are places Columbus never visited or settled in. Another "source" (out of his context) is from another book
("History of the Indies") by the same aforementioned author describing some mistreatments by some Spaniards,
except they are using (again) the wrong timeline of history. Another "source" they are using comes from a letter
written by a political rival of Columbus where he accused Columbus of abusing the colonists. That's the dossier
they used to remove Columbus from office. The problem is that the accusations were false and the King and the
Queen of Spain (and no one who knew Columbus well) didn't believe the charges. In fact, the King and Queen
compensated Columbus and arrested the mutineers who slandered and arrested him. Another "source" is a letter
Columbus wrote to a friend where revisionists claim Columbus admitted he was selling girls as young as nine



years old for sex. Except the letters says nothing of the sort and the number "9 to 11" where the number of
women who were for sale as slaves, by the way, against Columbus' authority. In other words, Columbus was not
admitting what he was allegedly doing, but he was condemning and reporting what the mutineers were doing.

It's ridiculous to think that if Columbus was a "pedophile" as some revisionists claim, he would write an
incriminating letter to a woman (to whom the letter was addressed), who in turn was also a friend of the Queen
of Spain. There is more, but it would take a book, and | already wrote three of them, exposing all this elaborate
hoax. | often challenge people to prove to me how Columbus was "evil" so | can join their cause and protest his
statues, but so far no one has. If any of you have a difficult question about Columbus, I'll be more than happy to
help you to answer. In the meantime, | hope that your city council do the right thing and stop this systematic
racism that is happening right now against Italian-Americans. Italian-American lives also matter.

Sincerely,
Rafael Ortiz

http://www.officialchristophercolumbus.com/




SAVING OUR AMERICAN/ITALIAN HERITAGE

Ann Chiappisi <franna@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 8:30 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

COURSE, THAT IF WE AMERICANS SAY NOTHING, IT DOES NOT STOP HERE.

THOUGH THIS TOO SHALLL PASS, THE TIME IS MADE RIPE FOR THE NEXT WAVE OF ANGRY NO
NOTHINGS TO THEN DESTROY WHATEVER THEY DEEM NECESSARY TO DO SO THAT THEY CAN GET
OVER THEIR FRUSTRATIONS AWAITING THE NEXT.

TAKE A BREAK FROM THIS INSANITY, LISTEN TO YOUR INNARDS KNOWING FULL WELL NOW ITS US;
YOUR TURN WILL COME NEXT THEN WHAT WILL YOU DO TO STOP THE MADNESS AS BY THIS TIME IT
WILL HAVE EATEN INTO YOUR BONES.

BEFORE YOU VANDALIZE ANYTHING ASK YOURSELF WHAT PURPOSE WILL THIS SERVE; WILL IT MAKE
ME A BETTER PERSON, A RICHER ONE, ONE WHO THEN CAN COME AND GO AS | PLEASE........... | DOUBT
IT VERY MUCH.

YOU ALL ARE SETTING YOURSELVES UP FOR A MENTAL LYNCHING. YOUR THOUGHTS WILL NO
LONGER BE YOURS, YOUR CHILDREN WILL NOT OBEY LAW AND ORDER LET ALONE YOU.

THINK BEFORE YOU ACT......... THINK........... THINK.....ccevee THINK...cccoiienes
AND MAY GOD HAVE MERCY ON ALL OF US.

THE LIGHT OF GOD SURROUNDS YOU

THE LOVE OF GOD ENFOLDS YOU

THE POWER OF GOD PROTECTS YOU

WHEREVER YOU ARE GOD IS

AND SO IT IS



Christopher Columbus statues

rosemary Deluca <rosemarydelucal3@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 2:50 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this

history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Rosemary De Luca, 2nd Generation Italian American



Save Columbus

jocare <jocare@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 9:34 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To The Pittsburgh Art Commission,
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues MUST END.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

JoAnn Carlucci Ondrey

National Councilor &

Board Member of

Italian Sons & Daughters of America

Thomas Ondrey
Officer of Lodge #12 of
Italian Sons & Daughters of America

Florence Spagnolo

former Orator of

Italian Sons & Daughters of America &
National Councilor

Renee Carlucci
Treasurer of Lodge #12 of
Italian Sons & Daughters of America



SAVE COLUMBUS

VINCENT PIRAINO <vincentdp67@msn.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 11:00 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; erica.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov <erica.strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess,
Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues MUST END!

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief
as protesters have either toppled, or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout
the country with little resistance from police, or city leadership!

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison, to push
back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced
at the time! The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans, in New Orleans,

in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday!

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters!

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history
and heritage that we fought and died for!

Respectfully,

Vincent Piraino
PROUD Italian American veteran and Patriot

Sent from Mail for Windows 10



2001 SOM Center Rd.
Gates Mills, Ohio 44040
August 24, 2020

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

[ write in reaction to the reported vandalism that has damaged the Columbus statue in Schenley
Park. It is with strong conviction that I encourage the members of the Pittsburgh Art Commission,
the Mayor of Pittsburgh, and the members of Pittsburgh City Council to vote in favor of protecting

the Frank Vittor statue of Christopher Columbus in Schenley Park.

Without doubt, “Art,” in all its forms, is an immeasurable tool of learning and I have learned much
about Frank Vittor through the current events that pertain to the Columbus monument of Schenley
Park.

A public monument is a visible form of art that is meant to act as a force in social, political, scientific,
historic and artistic discovery. In addition to the historic accomplishments of the courageous Italian
navigator and explorer that the granite and bronze statue of Christopher Columbus in Schenley
Park majestically accentuates, said statue artistically exemplifies “the preference for the heroic and
colossal” often visible in the works of Frank Vittor - a renowned sculptor who was born in Italy and
came to reside in Pittsburgh.

Sadly, the hateful acts of vandalism upon Columbus statues in cities across the United States have
now become yet another benchmark in the controversial campaign by anti-Columbus activists to
publicly defame Christopher Columbus, as well as to publicly discredit all that Columbus’ heroic
maritime accomplishments represent to most Americans - especially Italian Americans.

Please keep in mind that Columbus was revered among American Catholics during the nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, when anti-Catholic sentiments existed in the United States and
immigrants were marginalized. The images of Columbus as a courageous explorer and a man of the
Catholic faith, that were vivid in the societal reality of the past, still prevail today among Italian
Americans.

[ believe Frank Vittor’s sculpture of Columbus also symbolizes the journey to a “New World” that is
made by the immigrant, as Vittor himself was an immigrant from Italy, like both of my parents and
many Pittsburghers.

Unfortunately, the projection of the “crude, rough ways of life” of the past is being used to justify the
impetus to voice the sentiments of anti-Columbus activists who are aggressively pursuing and
vocally advocating rights for Native American peoples by attacking what is sacred to Italian
Americans: faith and heritage.

In fairness to Americans who view Columbus as a symbol of the discovery of the New World, the
personified image of America must not be eradicated just because a fifteenth century explorer does
not embellish the politically correct societal views of the twenty-first century. It is shameful that a
popular and honored national symbol is being unjustly degraded as a scapegoat to represent the
source of all the ills suffered by the Native American peoples.



The mono-centric perspective of history that anti-Columbus activists promote does not work to
mend and improve relations with other cultures. Rather, it is evident that the displaced bitterness
voiced today, over events that occurred more than five centuries ago, only fuels division in a society
that should take pride in celebrating multicultural diversity.

To remove the statue of Columbus in Schenley Park would be to reward and fuel the unlawful act of
vandalism. Will the removal of the Columbus statue lead to more vandalism and to the eventual
elimination of all public monuments, including those that honor Native American leaders?

And so I question:

To what end do we go to appease activists of a particular group without infringing upon what instills
the cultural pride of another group?

Do we hide or remove all images that reflect stereotypical submissive poses and scenes of
exploitation and repression?

Do we conceal from public view pre-Columbian images that depict human sacrifice of peoples of the
Americas by peoples of the Americas?

Do we conceal from public view the paintings, tapestries and other forms of art in world museums
that depict scenes of bloody historic battles?

Do we conceal from public view the photographs and films that recount the horrors of the Holocaust
and world wars?

And what of the images of submission, exploitation and repression that document global events that
have resulted in the massacre of innocent lives, do we conceal those images, too?

How would we feel if decisions were made to conceal from public view the depictions of The
Flagellation and The Crucifixion of Jesus Christ? Would we hide or remove from public sight all
statues, paintings, murals, photographs, books and religious relics?

Does society not benefit most by the compromise made between peoples whose individual
perceptions of culture and environment differ, but yet unite for a common purpose — that of
creating meaningful existence and positive progress for all beings? Should we not work together and
lead by encouraging civil discourse that results in a better understanding of the historical events that
have brought us to the present?

We need fair leadership that promotes a future that is rich in diversity and open to discovery. We do
not live in an ideal world, but we can certainly work on bridging differences, in this case through a
50-foot-tall sculpture of a man of the Renaissance - a time of great social change and “rebirth”.

With social division we sow the seeds of hatred of other cultures and, ultimately, we destroy the
positive progress for the peaceful coexistence of diverse cultures. A just solution to end the
persistent scrutiny over Columbus and Columbus Day would be to establish a separate
calendar date to honor the Indigenous People and their rich history.



Apart from the controversial debate of what Columbus symbolizes in today’s diverse society, to
remove Frank Vittor’s sculpture of Columbus is to also remove a part of the history of the City of
Pittsburgh. Why not enhance the history of the City of Pittsburgh by installing in Schenley Park a
statue that represents the Indigenous People in the manner viewed as sacred to their culture?

May the outcome of Pittsburgh’s City Council’s meeting on Wednesday, August 26, 2020, support and
protect the democratic freedom to celebrate heritage, traditions, history and cultural pride that
[talian Americans associate with the heroic explorer and with Columbus Day.

I close by again emphasizing my hope, and the collective hopes of many others, that you will vote to
protect one of Frank Vittor’s greatest works of art that represents the life and voyages of Christopher
Columbus - symbols of pride for Italian Americans, and a symbol that I believe serves well to
encourage discovery and reason.

To paraphrase a quote by William Faulkner: ‘The past is not gone; it remains forever present in how
we perceive it, understand it and coexist with it.’

Respectfully,
Beatrice Colage-Zukowski

I Cenacolo Italiano di Cleveland, President, Archivist, Program Co-chair
https://ilcenacoloitalianodicleveland.org

[talian Sons and Daughters of America, Cleveland District Council Deputy

Italian Cultural Garden Foundation, Board member; Cleveland Cultural Gardens Federation, member
Italian American Women’s Network, Archivist

Italian American Cultural Foundation, member

Spanish teacher, MA Curriculum and Instruction of Modern Languages



https://ilcenacoloitalianodicleveland.org/

ORDER SONS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
STATE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
4102 N.W. 78" Terrace
Coral Springs, Florida 33065
754-368-1670

Pittsburgh Arts Commission:

| am the co-chair of the State of Florida Order Sons and Daughters in America
(OSDIA) Commission for Social Justice. This is a letter to all cities on the verge of
doing irreparable harm to the memory of a great man, Christopher Columbus, a man of
vision, conviction, dedication and courage. For many years now, cities and states across
our nation have been presented with false, misleading and inaccurate stories of
Christopher Columbus in an attempt to eliminate Columbus Day as a national holiday,
replacing it with Indigenous Persons Day to honor native Americans, and to remove
statues raised in his honor.

We have no desire to prevent all native Americans from honoring their heritage.
We, as Italian Americans, would also like to honor our heritage.

However, this knee jerk reaction by cities and states to eliminate Columbus Day
as a holiday, remove any statue of Christopher Columbus, re-name streets, squares and
other facilities which honor him, while appearing politically correct, is definitely political
but far from correct. Christopher Columbus was great man who achieved what no one
else did or possibly could have at a time when all others thought it could not be done —
the opening of a trade route to the West and proving the Earth round. It is for this
accomplishment that we honor him.

We as Italian Americans have felt prejudice, discrimination and injustice both in
action by others and in the foul names bestowed upon us since our forefathers first passed
through Ellis Island to build a better life for their families and leave something more than
they had to their children and heirs. We are not members of any organized criminal
family or enterprise. Instead, we assimilated into the American culture, through
education and hard work became professionals such as doctors, attorneys, engineers,
distinguishing in the arts, sciences and entertainment, and dying in World War I, World
War 11, Korea and Viet Nam for our country. We are decent, hard working, tax-paying
citizens attempting to live the American dream for which our forefathers emigrated to
this country to give us. Are we to believe that by overcoming the prejudice we
experienced as Italian immigrants through legal, peaceful means we are now punished by
having our heroes maligned and their names removed from buildings and streets, having
their monuments removed and national holidays in their name eliminated? The changing
of the names of cities, streets, squares, eliminating national holidays and removing
statues and other monuments to our heroes is not a policy change of which any politician
should be proud.



It should be the priority of all honest community leaders, both those elected to
office and otherwise on both sides of the issue, to meet with each other, discuss the
reason we are at this state of affairs at this time and work openly together toward a
peaceful compromise.

Accordingly, toward this end, please reconsider eliminating the Schenley Park
statue of Columbus. With many other days in the year, certainly any other day would
work as Indigenous Persons Day. We welcome the opportunity to meet in person to
address our concerns.

Very truly yours,

Gregory F. Esposito, Co-Chair



Save Columbus Statue

Ants Moreno <modulock500@gmail.com>

Tue 8/25/2020 8:23 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>
To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Ants Marino



Proposed Removal of Christopher Columbus Statue

Anthony Poli <tonypoli@me.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 4:37 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the members of the City of Pittsburgh Arts Commission:

| am a resident of Pittsburgh. From my home on Ellsworth Avenue, | can walk or ride my bike past the
statue of Christopher Columbus in Schenley Park, and | occasionally stop to look at it and admire it.

| have a couple of personal connections to this monument. As a young boy, | helped raise money for the
monument. Many of us of Italian descent contributed to raising the funds to erect and install this

statue. Italian Americans of my parents' and grandparents' generations sent what money they could to
this cause.

The sculptor, an Italian immigrant named Frank Vittor, had a brother, Tony. Tony Vittor was employed
for quite a long time at the Studios of Joseph Poli, an ecclesiastical arts studio located on Fifth Avenue, a
couple of blocks from Fifth Avenue High School. My father graduated from Fifth Ave., a classmate of
Sophie Friedman, who later married a guy named Masloff. Joseph Poli was my great uncle, and when he
died relatively young, my grandfather, Anthony Poli, for whom | am named in the Italian tradition, took
over the business. My father, an architect who later graduated from the Carnegie Institute of
Technology, was one of those in charge of the business as | grew up. | worked there as a kid, not really
doing anything productive, sweeping up and things like that, but | often interacted with Tony Vittor and
Batista Zini, the plaster artists who created the statuary in the studio. | even met Frank once.

The statue is a memorial to Christopher Columbus, a great navigator, an Italian, of whom we were most
proud. The current fascination with despoiling his reputation with having brought evil white Europeans
to this North American landmass is puzzling to me. He was searching for a different way to reach the
markets of Asia, when he ran into a whole new continent.

The petition to Mayor Peduto to remove the statue describes the peoples here as "civilized" and
describes the sordid deeds of Columbus toward the Native Americans. | studied what were then called
American Indians while in college. | was a research assistant to Chet Sprague, a Professor of Architecture
at MIT, during one of my years there as an undergraduate. The North American tribes were not the
benign, civilized, bucolic peoples that | thought they were then, and as they are often described today.
Professor Sprague, who had a concentration on studying American Indian tribes as well as teaching
design, often said, "They don't gather in dense concentrations, spewing out pollution as they make
Kleenex..." but they hunted and farmed land until the areas could longer sustain them, then they moved
on. They were so few in number, in such a vast land, that they did not overwhelm the environment.

In central Mexico, | visited a pyramid built by the Toltecs, a Native North American tribe that preceded
the Aztecs. They were quite civilized, with farms, a language and food preservation and storage. The
pyramids they built were lookouts, to defend themselves from the barbarians from the north, who would
descend on their territory in the winter months. The northern tribes, unless repelled, would rape and kill
their women, steal their crops, etc. They weren't such nice people. One could argue they weren't as bad
as the evil, white Europeans, but that is certainly subjective. The Toltecs might disagree.

In other words, though Columbus had his shortcomings, so did those “civilized" peoples who were here



before his discovery of the landmass. Hls accomplishments were great. And the statue is an impressive
work of art, deserving of respect. | would appreciate it if Pittsburgh did not become a Me Too of
wokeness, and remove this statue under pressure from those who don't understand its history.

Sincerely,

Anthony G. Poli, AIA
4700 Ellsworth Ave., Apt. 17
Pittsburgh, PA 15213



Keep Columbus Statue

Valerie Riggi <valerieriggi@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 8:05 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

| know you are meeting this Wednesday to discuss the fate of the city's Christopher Columbus statue.
This statue has been a prominent feature of Schenley Park since 1958, over 62 years. Columbus Day
was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harris to push back against fierce prejudice and
widespread violence against Italian Americans at that time. My parents came to American in the early
1900's, my wife came to America in 1949, we are proud Americans and proud Italian Americans.
Members of my family have fought in every war beginning in WWI, WWII, Korean War (my brother,
sister and both brothers-in-law), Viet Nam (me) and Operation Desert Storm. The single largest ethnic
group of soldiers who fought for America during WWII were Italian Americans and this while Italian
Americans were put in internment camps in Missoula Montana (few people are aware of this; it seems
only the Japanese internment is widely known).

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination against ALL PEOPLE, we
reuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. To allow protesters to turn on a symbol of
pride for the contribution and sacrifices made by generations of Italian Americans and the 25 million
in America today establishes a precedent that at any time protesters can determine which statues they
determine want removed. Both the Democratic nominee for President, Joe Biden and the presumptive
Republican nominee for President, Donald Trump have endorsed the Christopher Columbus holiday
and spoken out against the removal of statues. Support from both parties.

| sincerely ask for your vote to keep the Christopher Columbus statue in Schenley Park and to protect
it from vandals. Thank you.



Columbus Statute

bubbalzfg@aol.com <bubbalzfg@aol.com>

Mon 8/24/2020 4:51 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country
with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against
the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass
lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

My parents were Italian immigrants who came to this country in 1955 and became citizens in
the 1960's. They faced bigotry and hatred, but they never lost focus of achieving the American
dream which they accomplished. They instilled in their children a sense of pride in their
heritage but also a great love and appreciation for the country they came to call home -
America.

We must stop judging the past by today's standards that change daily. The decision of
whether the statute stands or is removed should be left by those who are directly impacted by
the history that drove the need for acknowledgement.

Do the right thing and leave the statute where it belongs - in the back yard of a large, proud
Italian American community that appreciates the past that gave us a legacy of hope, faith,
family, love and undying respect for this great country.

Sincerely,
Kathryn (Santamaria) Geiselhart and Family



Save Columbus

Andrew Bone <dcbone685@gmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:27 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief
as

protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the
country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the
time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted
the

creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history
and

heritage that we fought and died for.



Save Columbus

Pat | <patilluzzi@gmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:33 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout

the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the
time. The mass lynching of 11 Ttalian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
the heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank you,

Pasquale Illuzzi

Sender notified by

—_
le.Mailtrack Mailtrack



Columbus Statue / Schenley Park

Frank Cipolla <fdcipolla@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 1:00 PM

Honorable Member of the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

Please let me add my voice to the growing chorus objecting to plans to remove the Columbus Statue
in Schenley Park.

| find it amazing that there are those among you eagerly mining history for fresh outrage and sadly
caving in to a small minority of people who want to rewrite the past.

This nation's 21-million Italian Americans honor Columbus for his courageous journey that united the
continents. The designation of Columbus Day, which was first celebrated in 1892 and later as a
national holiday during the administration of FDR. It was made a national holiday to pay tribute to the
contributions of Italian Americans in building this country.

Columbus was also a man of his times. Much of what you have read about him was written by those
following his death who were understandably jealous of his accomplishments. How in the world can
you judge a 15th Century man by 21st Century standards?

In addition, the world he landed in was not a Garden of Eden. The tribes of North American
practiced slavery, unspeakable brutaity, and even cannibalism but somehow they are not judged

- and Columbus is?

Use your heads. No historical figure is perfect - but the good work he or she has done outweighs
whatever faults they may have had.

Stop this revisionist history now!
Thank you.

Frank Cipolla



Pittsburgh Art Commission Columbus Statue Recommendation

jkglasheen@gmail.com <jkglasheen@gmail.com>

Mon 8/24/2020 2:29 PM

To: Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>;
Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-
smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: jkglasheen@gmail.com <jkglasheen@gmail.com>

As | frequent traveler to the great city of Pittsburgh and a patron of the arts across the US, | would like to reach
out and ask your support to maintain the Christopher Columbus statue in Schenely Park in Oakland near Phipps
Conservatory and Botanical Gardens.

| am aware of the recent controversy to remove this beautiful statue from the grounds and do not support it. This
statue depicts a world explorer and important part of our history who played a role in the development of our
civilization. | believe no one can honestly say they never said an offensive word or had a negative thought against
another person, place or thing in this world. The social pressure you are facing as a Board by a special interest
movement that wants to change the course of our history is a threat to our democracy and freedom of expression
ideal expressed in the Constitution of the United States.

How can we move forward as a civilization if we don’t recognize our past? While we don’t live in a perfect world,
eliminating art or historical narrative because a few object to the subject matter is a slippery slope. If you remove
this statue what will be next, Paul Revere’s statue , the Iwo Jima statue, the Washington Monument, the Star of
David or the Cross of Calvary?

You have the opportunity to help restore the moral compass of our great country that appears to be lost at the
moment. Stand and be counted for freedom of expression and freedom of art. Please maintain the statue of
Columbus in your park.

Respectfully Yours

Jim Glasheen

15247 Count Fleet Court
Carmel, Indiana



Columbus statue takedown

Angelo Caputo <ajcaputo@verizon.net>

Tue 8/25/2020 11:16 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Diane Vanr <dvanrlisia@gmail.com>

To the Commission Members.

Please do not vote to take down the Columbus statue at you meeting tomorrow. | may be from Long
Island but | have friends in the Pittsburgh area and this statue and Holiday means a lot to all of us.
Many other Italian American Groups are writing to you so let me be another one to express our
strong feelings about what Columbus means to us.

Our group LISIA (Long Island Italian Association) is 170 members strong . Diane Langella is our
President and | am the Anti-Defamation Chairperson. Unfortunately, these actions by other groups in
the country have led us to write to each and every one of them. We have been successful many times
and hope that you will consider our request very seriously.

Sincerely yours

Angelo J Caputo

Sent from my iPad



COLUMBUS STATUE

Caroline Garguilo <caroline.garguilo@gmail.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 11:33 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters
have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little
resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching
of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The
statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage
that we fought and died for.

Warm Regards,

Caroline Garguilo

2018-2019 NJ Realtors® Circle of Excellence Sales Award®
Cell (732) 616-6583

Office: (732) 945-5253 Ext. 580

Website: cgarguilo.kw.com

Check Out My Zillow Reviews






Preserving Italian Culture and History

Nikkifq <nikkifqg@aol.com>
Tue 8/25/2020 8:38 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the
fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11
Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have
this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

Italian immigrants came to Pittsburgh and western Pennsylvania to work in the coal mines, steel mills,
railroads and factories. Their hard work helped to develop Pittsburgh and the areas around it and
bring a rich and storied culture to the area. Italian Americans and the generations before them do not
deserve this disrespect. If more people knew the story of the statues, perhaps they would understand
our vehement feelings for what is being done to erase our history and culture

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.
Very truly yours,

Filomena Pistoia



Christopher Columbus Statute

Karen SantoPietro <karensantopietro@gmail.com>
Fri 8/21/2020 2:53 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please don't allow anymore destruction of our history and heritage. | feel as an Italian American this was
a very important part of history still taught in our schools today. How are our Italian children going to
relate to their history same as | wouldn’t want any other important historic statue torn down. We have
to know America’s history (ALL OF IT) good and bad. And not pick and choose the which ones offend
whatever group decides they are offended. I'm offended that this is even a consideration and wasting
govt time and expense.

Sent from my iPhone



(No subject)

Patricia Bellizia <pjbellizia@gmail.com>

Sun 8/23/2020 8:42 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

This behavior based on ignorance is completely intolerable and despicable.

Should we ignore our history? History is the foundation of this nation. Should we wipe the slate so totally clean that
we obliterate the decades of slavery and discrimination ? Why not? Let’s just start from today....our children will
learn nothing and appreciate nothing—after all, it’s all inconsequential—forget it and go forward. No history, no
foundation, no building blocks! Fine, fall off the cliff of ignorance!

Our nation needs unification. Our nation needs to appreciate everyone who’s helping to build our country. Our
nation needs to understand as my father preached at the dinner table MANY times: “There are no free lunches “!
Thank you

Patricia Bellizia



The Pittsburgh Art Commission meeting next Wednesday, August 26

Marian Pardo <mpardo124@gmail.com>
Sat 8/22/2020 2:38 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Manny Alfano <mannyalfano@comcast.net>

Dear Commissioners:

You will be meeting to consider whether to remove a Columbus statue from Schenley
park.

Every community has the right to decide appropriate statues for iis public spaces. Every
community has the obligation to not erase history but to teach it fully. In the homage to
history every community is obligated to understand the context and meaning of public
historical markers. The Columbus statue marks the inclusion of Italians in American
society not the exclusion of other groups; the Columbus statue marks the historic
achievement of successfully navigating between two major continents; it does not
celebrate subsequent events which could not be foreseen.

Do not dishonor your Italian American community by voting to remove the statue.

Keep Columbus in Schenley Park.

Respectfully,

Marian Pardo

President

Columbus Citizens Foundation
New York, NY

Marian U Pardo



Statue

torchia07 <torchiaO7@comcast.net>
Sat 8/22/2020 10:38 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

The Columbus statue is really a Pittsburgh gift from the past. Certainly it is a reminder of the lltalian
influence and the contributions made to our beautiful city; but more importantly, it is a representation
of our nation's existence. For years, our citizens, regardless of race, ethnic background and religion
celebrated our history of the individual who discovered America.

Please keep our history alive!

Thank-you

Tom Torchia

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



Save our Columbus Statue and reject violent destructive behavior

Ann Murphy <anncsm@yahoo.com>

Mon 8/24/2020 1:13 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian
American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus
monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day
was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and
widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in
New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a
fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge
you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

It is absolutely absurd that our culture is being erased by a group of misinformed, over emotional and
violent youth. There was a time when destructive behavior meant reform school not controlling our
government officials and civic leaders.

Thank you
Ann Murphy



SAVE THE CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS STATUE IN PITTSBURGH AND THROUGHOUT THE
USA.

Kevin Hambelton <kevin.hambelton@yahoo.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 2:04 PM

To: The Pittsburgh Art Commission

Please stop the assault in Pittsburgh and around our country against

Christoper Columbus's history and statues. During our challenging days, today, is
it not better to strengthen relationships rather than tear them down? As a person
who was born and raised in the Pittsburgh area | see no valid reason for this type of
action. ltalians are good people who live and work in the area as police officers,
firemen, lawyers, bakers, funeral directors, bus drivers, and many walks of

life including your membership. Our hero is Christopher Columbus. The ltalians of
today had nothing to do with events which happened hundreds of years ago. Itis
time to move on.

Several years ago, | heard from a friend about him serving on a committee to help
fund the survivors of the USS Indianapolis which was blown out of the water in the
Pacific by the Japanese killing hundreds of American navy men. Their reunion was
every two years in Indianapolis and included two reserved tables. The two tables
were for the family of he Japanese commander who sank our ship. They attended,
were welcomed, were supportive. compassionate, forgiven. Today many Japanese
people live in peace in the USA because of forgiveness, not tearing down history.

As you know, earlier in history, the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor killed and
wounded over 3,500 of our men and women. The war was put to an end with the
Atomic Bomb on Japan which killed and wounded over 115,000 Japanese men
and women |n addition, thousands were killed on both sides until the war ended.
When it was over, there was peace, which continues today because of forgiveness.

It is time to put this behind us with forgiveness.

| am sorry but | do not see one ounce of good that will come from removing

the statues of Christopher Columbus from Pittsburgh or any other city. Statues are
a reflection of history and do more good when standing and teaching than torn down.
PLEASE CONSIDER MY REQUEST.

G. Kevin Hambelton
Kevin.Hambelton@yahoo.com



Columbus Statue

Eric Worthing <eworthing@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 2:17 PM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either
toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save this statue, and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thanks you.Member of the ISDA

Eric
Worthing



Save Columbus

Pietropaolo, Vince <pietropaolo@ppg.com>

Thu 8/20/2020 6:23 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either
toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city
leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice
and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New
Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history
hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we fought and
died for.

Thank you for your consideration.
Regards,

Vince Pietropaolo
Global Account Manager
Industrial Coatings

PPG

704-519-9082 Mobile
pietropaoclo@ppg.com
WWW.PRJ.com

PPG



Save Columbus

Carlino Giampolo <carlinog@hotmail.com>
Thu 8/20/2020 5:00 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country
with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time.
The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation
of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

Carlino Giampolo



Saving Columbus

mlucarellil28@gmail.com <mlucarelli128@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 3:50 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the
Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled
or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from
police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin
Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in
1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and
a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless
protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our
history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Michelle Lucarelli



SAVE the Columbus Statue! Do NOT ERASE American History!

Cristina Fontanelli <info@cristinafontanelli.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 3:57 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Angelo.Vivolo@ColumbusHeritageCoalition.com <Angelo.Vivolo@ColumbusHeritageCoalition.com>

PLEASE!!l ENOUGH IS ENOUGH! HISTORY PROVES IT IS NOT SMART TO ERASE THE HISTORY OF A NATION!
PLEASE RESPECT OUR ANCESTORS AND WHAT THEY FOUGHT AND DIED FOR!

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from

police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian

Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Cristina Fontanelli
212-217-6181
www.cristinafontanelli.com




Saving Columbus Statue

anthonydim@verizon.net <anthonydim@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 6:00 PM

To: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Dear Honorable Peduto,

Concerning the removal of the Columbus statue from Schenley Park will be a
error of history. There is plenty to learn of the truth of Columbus and his attributes to
society. No one has all the answers of what actually took place at his time as no one
has all the answers for all other notable hero's of the past no matter who they were.
The people of today were not living at the time of Columbus, so no one can be a true
witness. There is always more to the story than is printed in books. | strongly feel that
Columbus should remain as he is. Not remove his statue nor anyone else's statues.
As a example, that even goes for the hero generals of the South in the Civil War.
That is the statue of Robert E. Lee. He is their hero and should remain there as he
and other figures are reminders of the real history of America that children and adults
should learn from.

Sincerely,
Mr. Anthony Di Marino

---------- Original Message ----------
From: "Manny ALFANO mannyalfano@comcast.net [ladolcevita_italianinelmondo]"
<ladolcevita_italianinelmondo@yahoogroups.com>

Date: August 22, 2020 at 9:27 AM
Subject: [ladolcevita_italianinelmondo] SPECIAL IAOVC NEWS ALERT! August 22, 2020

B OnE VOICE <8

“==" |talian American One Voice Coalition

P.O. Box 2333 Bloomfield, NJ 07003 ... www.iaovc.org
Phone 1 (844) 862-8623 (844 UNA-VOCE)
President Dr. Manny Alfano mannyalfano@comcast..net

"If you say nothing & If you do nothing ... You will surely become NOTHING™!

SPECIAL IAOVC NEWS ALERT!
ATTENTION ALL IAOVC DEFENDERS

The Italian American community in Pittsburgh needs our help
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Contact the Pittsburgh Art Commission and educate them on Columbus!

Art Commission

Contact pacd@pittsburghpa.gov

Website: https://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/art-commission

Send a copy to: Mayor Bill Peduto
bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov

City Council Website https://pittsburghpa.gov/council/council-contacts

The Pittsburgh Art Commission will hold a zoom meeting next Wednesday, August 26th
at 2:00 pm to decide whether it will remove a Columbus statue from Schenley park.

The Italian American community in Pittsburgh is fighting this and needs our help to stop the
institutional discrimination.

Be firm but polite with the goal of educating them on the reasons the monument is an Italian
American cultural symbol. Removing the monument is discriminatory because the monument
is:

- Symbol of inclusion into American society
- Symbol of atonement for the past brutal treatment Italians received

- Symbol of overcoming white supremacy. Hate groups tried to remove Columbus monuments
and told us we were not welcome in America when our families arrived

- Everyone in America has the right to celebrate their culture but no individual or group has
the right to try and eliminate another.

Attention Italian Americans! Are you sick and tired of watching elected officials
remove Columbus monuments? Telling you that your culture doesn't matter and
discriminating against you? Enough is Enough! Help us hold them accountable for their
actions! Become a member of the Italian American One Voice Coalition and start fighting
back! Click on this link to get started! The membership fee is just ... $60 for individuals AND
$100 for organizations which will cover the rest of 2020 and all of 2021.



http://www.iaovec.org/membership/

FOLLOW US ON: https://www.facebook.com/IAOVC/

IAOVC WAR CHEST

If you would like to help us build our WARCHEST in order to defend our heritage please
contact GoFundMe

https://lwww.gofundme.com/f/italian-american-civil-rights?
utm_medium=email&utm_source=product&utm_campaign=p_email%2B4803-donation-alert-
v5

You may choose to mail your donation to

Manny Alfano 97 Irving Terr., Bloomfield, NJ 07003

...or http://www.iaovc.org/donate/ Pay Pal

PLEASE Send your home address Phone # & E-Mail address

ONE VOICE Coalition Organizations

Allegria, Amici Club of Wanaque, Anti-Bias Committee of UNICO National, Belleville UNICO,
Bloomfield UNICO, Brick UNICO, Bridgeport UNICO, Center for Italian and ltalian American
Culture, Clark UNICO, Chicago W Suburban Chapter of UNICO, Coccia Foundation, East
Hanover Italian American Club, Federation of Italian American Cultural Club Mirage, Italian
American Societies on NJ, Garfield UNICO, Greater Ramsey UNICO, Greenbriar Oceanaire
Italian American Club, FSGN, Italian American Cultural Society of NJ, Italian American
Heritage Club of Hunterdon County, Italian American Police Society of NJ, Keystone Chapter
UNICO, La Festa ltaliana of Lackawanna County, PA, Lt. Joseph Petrosino Lodge OSIA, Lt.
Det. Joseph Petrosino Association in America, Misericordia Society National Italian American
Legal Defense Fund, NJ IIAHC (NJ Italian American Heritage Commission), NJ OSIA Grand
Lodge, Nutley-Belleville Columbus Parade Committee, Nutley UNICO, Ocean County
Columbus Parade Committee, Plainfield Chapter of UNICO, Point Pleasant UNICO, Scranton
UNICO, Stamford UNICO, Transportation Columbia Assoc of NY, UNICO N.J. DISTRICT
VII, UNICO National, Waterbury UNICO, Westchester Coalition of Italian American
Organizations, Westfield UNICO, Woodcliff Lake UNICO

Special Alliances
Association of Italian American Educators President Josephine Maietta AIAE

Italian American ONE VOICE Coalition is an IRS Registered 501(c) 3 Tax Exempt Corporation

Posted by: Manny ALFANO <mannyalfano@comcast.net>

Reply via web . Replyto . Replyto . Starta New . Messages in this topic

post sender group Topic (2)

VISIT YOUR GROUP

!’Yahoo! Groups * Privacy * Unsubscribe « Terms of Use



Save Columbus

Michele Liberatore <micheleliberatore6@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 7:28 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as
protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the
country with little resistance from police or city leadership.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back
against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the
time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday.

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we
refuse to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and
heritage that we fought and died for.

This is racial prejudice and a re-writing of history.

Sincerely,
Michele Liberatore

Michele Liberatore

Atina Homes, LLC
412-651-2426 cell
412-308-6259 home
micheleliberatore6@gmail.com




Christopher Columbus statue

Dr. Dan <drstrinkoski@gmail.com>

Mon 8/24/2020 7:58 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian-
American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized
Columbus monuments throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership.
Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian-Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11
Italian-Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. The statues and
parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this history hijacked
by lawless protesters.

| urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve the history and heritage that
Italian-Americans fought and died for.

Sincerely,

Daniel J. Strinkoski, D.D.S.

Daniel J. Strinkoski, D.D.S.
942 Western Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA 15233
412-322-9620



Preserve Schenley Park Columbus Statue

afsanta57 @aol.com <afsanta57 @aol.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 9:21 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To Members of the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

| know your are meeting this Wednesday to discuss the fate of the city's Christopher Columbus statue. This
statue has been a prominent feature of Schenley Park since 1958, over 62 years. Columbus Day was recognized
in 1892 by President Benjamin Harris to push back against fierce prejudice and widespread violence against ltalian
Americans at that time. My parents came to American in the early 1900's, my wife came to America in 1949, we
are proud Americans and proud ltalian Americans. Members of my family have fought in every war beginning in
WWI, WWII, Korean War (my brother, sister and both brothers-in-law), Viet Nam (me) and Operation Desert Storm.
The single largest ethnic group of soldiers who fought for America during WWII were Italian Americans and this
while Italian Americans were put in internment camps in Missoula Montana (few people are aware of this, it seems
only the Japanese internment is widely known).
The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination against ALL PEOPLE, we reuse to
have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. To allow protesters to turn on a symbol of pride for the contribution
and sacrifices made by generations of Italian Americans and the 25 million in America today establishes a
precedent that at any time protesters can determine which statues they determine want removed. Both the
Democratic nominee for President, Joe Biden and the presumptive Republican nominee for President, Donald
Trump have endorsed the Christopher Columbus holiday and spoken out against the removal of statues. Support
from both parties.
| sincerely ask for your vote to keep the Christopher Columbus statue in Schenley Park and to protect it from
vandals. Thank you.
Anthony F. Santarelli, Viet-Nam Veteran who proudly served his country



Don't remove the statue of Christopher Columbus!!!

Robert Turri <bob.linda.turri@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 9:38 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Cc: Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally <sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa
<theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob <bob.charland@pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn
<kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5 <district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra
<cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7 <district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika
<Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend <reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end.

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the country...,

WITH LITTLE RESISTANCE FROM POLICE OR CITY LEADERSHIP!

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday.

THE STATUES AND PARADES SYMBOLIZE UNITY AND A FIGHT AGAINST DISCRIMINATION, AND

WE REFUSE TO HAVE THIS HISTORY HIJACKED BY LAWLESS PROTESTERS!

WE URGE YOU to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that
we FOUGHT AND DIED FOR!

ROBERT TURRI
ENON, OHIO



SAVE the Columbus Statue!

Shelly Fetchen DiCesaro <sfdicesaro@gmail.com>
Mon 8/24/2020 6:55 AM

To: Shelly Fetchen DiCesaro <sfdicesaro@gmail.com>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:
The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. PERIOD!

For months, members of the Italian American community have watched in disbelief as protesters have
either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments throughout the

country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Vandalism does nothing to advance a
cause, and in this case vandals and protestors are not understanding the full story and critical needs to
preserve this part of history.

Columbus Day was recognized in 1892 by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce
prejudice and widespread violence Italian Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian
Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the creation of the holiday. Not to mention....he is the
"founder” of our country! There is nothing wrong with celebrating an accomplishment that ultimately
enabled MY Italian and European ancestors to pursue THEIR American dream and thrive!!! Lets learn
from our past and celebrate the good!

The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse to have this
history hijacked by lawless protesters.

We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and preserve our history and heritage that we
fought and died for.

Sincerely,
Dr. Shelly DiCesaro



Save Columbus

ma.djo@verizon.net <ma.djo@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:40 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>; Burgess, Reverend
<reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892
by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank You,
Deborah Ferranti



save columbus

ma.djo@verizon.net <ma.djo@verizon.net>
Mon 8/24/2020 12:38 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Peduto, Bill <bill.peduto@pittsburghpa.gov>; Stadelman, Sally
<sally.stadelman@pittsburghpa.gov>; Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>; Charland, Bob
<bob.charland @pittsburghpa.gov>; Fisher, Kaitlyn <kaitlyn.fisher@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 5
<district5@pittsburghpa.gov>; Williams, Cassandra <cassandra.williams@pittsburghpa.gov>; District 7
<district7@pittsburghpa.gov>; Strassburger, Erika <Erika.Strassburger@pittsburghpa.gov>

To the Pittsburgh Art Commission:

The assault against Christopher Columbus statues must end. For months, members of the Italian American
community have watched in disbelief as protesters have either toppled or vandalized Columbus monuments
throughout the country with little resistance from police or city leadership. Columbus Day was recognized in 1892
by President Benjamin Harrison to push back against the fierce prejudice and widespread violence Italian
Americans faced at the time. The mass lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans in 1891 prompted the
creation of the holiday. The statues and parades symbolize unity and a fight against discrimination, and we refuse
to have this history hijacked by lawless protesters. We urge you to save the Schenley Park Columbus statue and
preserve our history and heritage that we fought and died for.

Thank You,
Michael Ferranti



Christopher Columbus Statue

John Ferraro <jferraro@leahy-ifp.com>
Fri 9/4/2020 7:32 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Please do not remove the statue of Christopher Columbus
Thank you

John Ferraro
Pittsburgh, PA



Columbus statue

Lorraine Mollura <lorrainemollura@gmail.com>
Thu 9/3/2020 7:08 PM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>; Minnaert, Sarah <sarah.minnaert@pittsburghpa.gov>
Cc: Kail-Smith, Theresa <theresa.kail-smith@pittsburghpa.gov>

Hello

| would like to express my support in keeping the Columbus status. As an Italian American he is a big
part of culture and history and should be honored and revered. Please include my vote to leave it
where it is.

Thank you
Lorraine DiNatale



Fwd: Keep the Christopher Columbus Statue

Tony Ferraro <tony@niashf.org>
Fri 9/4/2020 6:46 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

>

> Good morning, I'm writing you in support of “"doing the right thing “. Over the past 20 plus years
,there has been political attacks on the life of Christopher Columbus and our statue in Schenley Park .
>

> How unfair, that Columbus has been dead for over 500 years and now His reputation is on trial for
actions he (may) have been part of - remember in history lives were spent in real time .

>

> On behalf of my family of Italian American immigrants we support that the legacy of Columbus live
on. We can't bend to political attacks on statues and history .

>

>

>

> Please confirm you are in receipt of my email

>

> Respectfully,

>

> Tony Ferraro

> NIASHF Chairman

> https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.niashf.org%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7Cpacd%40pittsburghpa.gov%7Ce6700
105e37b46d4eb2e08d850bfcb55%7Cf5f47917c90443689120d327cf175591%7C1%7C0%7C63734813196
7284652&amp;sdata=02DhPxG4xBjmbAI4Ry417xg3UJ5IEvidM8cfa7ZDT%2Fw%3D&amp;reserved=0
> 724-691-6125

>

>



COLUMBUS STATUE

Felix Caste <felcas1111@gmail.com>

Fri 9/4/2020 10:43 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

As a second generation Italian-American, | implore you to retain the Columbus statue in its current
state and location. My parents did more to create this great city than all those protestors combined.
Have some backbone and preserve it.

Felix Caste

THE ONLY THING THAT WILL REDEEM MANKIND IS COOPERATION.

BERTRAND RUSSELL



Statue

PAUL MCKENZIE <nuclearbt@msn.com>
Fri 9/4/2020 9:08 AM
To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

The statue should remain. We learn from the past and go forward. Removing something does not
change anything. Education. Paul

Sent from my iPhone



Columbus Monument

Paul <lovebrighteyes96@gmail.com>

Fri 9/4/2020 8:07 AM

To: PACD <pacd@pittsburghpa.gov>

Leave out People's Monument, to one of our People's Great Men of History, alone. No more Pandering

to the SJWs, Permanently Offended and those who see a racist in every White Man's Monument.
Sgn'd Paul Albright



