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Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations Selects New Executive Director 

The Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations (PghCHR) has elected Jam Hammond as its 
next Executive Director. On Thursday, January 14 at 12:00pm, PghCHR held a special meeting 
via Zoom to discuss and vote on the Personnel Committee recommendation. After a public vote, 
PghCHR affirmed the committee’s selection of Hammond as their candidate pending the 
Human Resources process.  

Jam Hammond is a native of Cambridge, MA and a graduate of Northeastern University (’14). 
He holds his Bachelor of Science in Psychology and American Sign Language. Hammond moved 
to Pittsburgh in 2016 to pursue his Master of Social Work and Master of Public Administration 
degrees at the University of Pittsburgh. In March of 2019, shortly before his graduation from the 
School of Social Work and the Graduate School of Public and International Affairs (GSPIA), 
Hammond joined PghCHR’s staff as the Outreach and Intake Coordinator. He has been serving 
as Acting Director since the October departure of previous director Megan Stanley. 

“As a person of color, as a trans person, as a citizen of the world and of Pittsburgh, I am so 
excited to play a larger role in our civil rights journey together,” said Hammond. “I hope to make 
sure every Pittsburgher knows that regardless of their identity under a protected class, we are all 
protected from discrimination.” 

The Personnel Committee acknowledged a particularly strong applicant pool and is excited to 
have so many committed and impressive advocates for civil rights in the City of Pittsburgh. In 
the next year, the City and its citizens will continue to experience historic challenges to the 
protection of civil rights and the maintenance of intergroup relations. Hammond and PghCHR 
are looking forward to meeting these challenges head on with the consultation and collaboration 
of the larger Pittsburgh community.  

The Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations is a civil rights organization focused on 
investigating instances of discrimination, providing outreach and education to communities 
about their rights, and recommending necessary protections in our City Code to provide all 
people in Pittsburgh with equal opportunities. The Commission’s goal is to decrease unfair 
treatment and discrimination by promoting justice and understanding among communities in 
the City of Pittsburgh. 
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