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Photo 1. South facade of the Pittsburgh Branch House fronting on West North Avenue, looking northwest, showing the building’s flatiron form 
and the foreshortened height of first-story window openings resulting from early-twentieth century grade changes to the street to 
accommodate alterations to the adjacent bridge.

International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House
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SUMMARY / INTRODUCTION
The building historically known as the International Harvester 
Company of America’s Pittsburgh Branch House (Photo 1) is 
located at 810 West North Avenue at the western edge of 
Pittsburgh’s Central Northside neighborhood, just over a mile 
northwest of downtown (Figures 1 and 2). 
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Figure 1. Map of Pennsylvania, indicating the City of Pittsburgh 
in Allegheny County.

N

Figure 2. Arial view/vicinity map of Downtown Pittsburgh, with the red star indicating the location of the Pittsburgh Branch House on the city’s 
Northside, adjacent to the Norfolk Southern Railroad corridor. The red boundary delineates the Central Northside neighborhood (Bing Maps).
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Figure 3. Site Plan and Photo Key. The National Register boundary is the boundary of Allegheny County Tax Parcel 23-N-130 (approximate 
location shown above by the red dashed line). This is the parcel on which the building is currently situated and is the parcel historically 
associated with the International Harvester Company’s Pittsburgh Branch House. The boundary includes the rear and side loading docks.
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Jabok Way

810 West North Ave.; Parcel 23-N-130

A Note on Compass Directions
Since the street grid in this part of Pittsburgh is not aligned with the points on a compass, this document establishes a “Plan 
North” to simplify descriptions. This designation allows the top of the page/screen to be considered north, with West North 
Avenue considered to be running east-west. The site plan below in Figure 3 reflects this “plan north” orientation and also 
shows “true north” in the compass rose at the lower right. 
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The four-story, nine-bay wide, brick, commercial/warehouse building occupies most of its irregularly-shaped lot, which is 
located at the eastern end of the block bounded by West North Avenue on the south, Galveston Avenue on the west, Jabok 
Way on the north, and the Norfolk Southern Railroad corridor on the east.

The neighborhood is largely a mix of late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century industrial and commercial buildings set amid 
four National Register historic districts (Photos 2 and 3, below; Figure 2): the residential districts of Manchester (to the west, 
added in 1975, NRHP #75001611); Allegheny West (to the south, 1978, NRHP #78002334); and the Mexican War Streets (to 
the east, within the larger Central Northside neighborhood, 1975, NRHP #75001612); and Allegheny Commons Park (to the 
southeast, 2013, NRHP #13000740). 

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House

NPS Form 10-900 
OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Photo 2. Streetscape, showing West North Avenue looking west, with the Pittsburgh Branch House of 
International Harvester on the right.

Photo 3. Streetscape, showing West North Avenue looking east, with the Pittsburgh Branch House of 
International Harvester in the center of the image.
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Construction began in 1901 for what was then the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company 
and was completed in 1902 for their successor, the International Harvester Company (IHC). 
The Classical Revival style building was originally three stories tall and six bays wide with a 
“flatiron” configuration that conformed to the wedge-shaped lot demarcated by what was 
then the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago Railway (Figure 4, below). From 1912 to 1913, 
International Harvester Company enlarged the building, constructing a three-bay wide, four-
story addition on the west side and adding a fourth story atop the existing building, bringing 
the height to approximately fifty-eight feet. 

IHC operated its branch house in the building until 1959. Branch houses were direct agents of 
the manufacturer and offered a full line of products and service to both independently-owned 
retail dealers and the general public. From 1962 to July 2020, the building was the 
headquarters of the Harry Guckert Company, Inc., a printing supply and equipment firm. In 
2015, the family sold the property to 810 West North Avenue LP, though the Guckert 
Company continued to maintain an office on the first floor for five more years.
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Figure 4. This view of the front facade from 1904 shows the building in its original three-story configuration with its original McCormick sign 
and 1902 date of construction in the cornice. The original grade of the street and sidewalk required three steps to reach the entrance and 
allowed for a generous transom above the doors. The street grade was subsequently elevated ca. 1929 and again in the 1940s, resulting in 
alterations to the front entrance and easter window openings. Also shown are the original first-story windows (likely modified post-IHC, ca. 
1964) and the still-present six-over-two double-hung windows on the upper stories (Wisconsin Historical Society, McCormick-International 
Harvester Collection).
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The building is free-standing, except for the presence of a two-story brick building adjoining its western facade. Constructed in 
1902 as the R.L. McCready Warp and Weavers Supply Factory, it had become the North Avenue Carpet Cleaning Company by 
the time IHC was expanding in 1912. In 1925, it became the Katsafanas Coffee Company, at which time the current Art-Deco 
inspired facade was constructed (Figure 5 and Photo 4, below).
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Photo 4. Front facade, looking northeast, showing the adjacent Katsafanas Coffee Company Building on the left.

1902

1913
Figure 5. 1913 photograph showing the 
newly expanded Pittsburgh Branch House, 
which was created by adding onto the 1902 
McCormick Branch House, shown in red. 
To the left is the North Avenue Cleaning 
Company Building. For a version of the 
image without colorizing, see Figure 31  
(The Harvester World 4, no. 12, December 
1913, 15).
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION—EXTERIOR
The Pittsburgh Branch House of IHC has brick bearing walls that are constructed on a coursed rubble foundation in the 1902 
section of the building and poured concrete in the 1913 addition. The front (south) and east facades are clad in mottled brown 
brick laid in a running Flemish bond. The rear (north) and west facades are clad in red brick laid in a common bond. The walls of 
each facade extend above the roofline, forming low parapets, which conceal a low-pitched, EPDM roof. A low internal parapet 
separates the roofs of the two construction campaigns. A two-story elevator penthouse of painted concrete block rises from the 
center of the roof. 

Front Facade
The front facade is built to the property line and is nine bays wide along West North Avenue (Photo 5). The facade comprises 
the three-story wall of the original building, the three bays of the 1913 addition, and the fourth floor addition. The facade rises 
from a projecting basement course of ashlar limestone that covers the coursed rubble and poured concrete foundations. This 
visually forms a base upon which the building rests; comprised of a plinth course, scotia with fillet, and a beveled dado. Across 
the eastern half of the facade, the base changes in configuration due to early-twentieth century increases in the elevation of the 
street grade (ca. 1929 and again in the 1940s) to accommodate changes to the bridge over the railroad tracks. Here, the beveled 
dado rises in two steps, following the street grade. Counting from west to east, bays four and five show evidence of original 
basement windows that have been infilled with ashlar limestone. Between bays three and four, a narrow, vertical brick joint is 
visible between the original 1902 building and the 1913 addition.
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A Note About Nomenclature
When the subject property on West North Avenue was purchased in August 1901, the buyer was the McCormick 
Harvesting Machine Company and the municipality was the independent city of Allegheny. Thus, the building was originally 
designated the Allegheny Branch House of the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company. A year later, in August 1902, 
while the building was under construction, McCormick became International Harvester Company of America and the 
building subsequently became the Allegheny Branch House of the McCormick Division of International Harvester Company. 
This designation is reflected in the signage visible on the building in 1904 (Figure 4).

In 1908, the City of Pittsburgh annexed Allegheny City, but internally at International Harvester, the building kept its 
Allegheny designation until March 1, 1911, when it officially became the Pittsburgh Branch House of the International 
Harvester Company of America.1 To simplify matters for the purposes of this nomination, the term “Pittsburgh Branch 
House” is employed from this point forward to refer to all iterations of the building’s name at various times (unless a more 
specific name is needed to provide clarity at a given point within the narrative).

_______________
1 “Facts from the Field and Current News,” The Harvester World 2, no. 6 (March 1911), 8.

Photo 5. Front facade, looking north, showing competing ghost signs painted in the upper cornice. The “Harry 
Guckert Co.” sign is fading and revealing parts of the older “International Harvester Company” sign.
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The first three floors of the front facade are set within a slightly recessed wall face, framed by the limestone base, substantial 
banded brick end piers, and a projecting brick and limestone entablature. On the first floor, bays one through five contain large 
rectangular window openings, with steel lintels and limestone lug sills; the openings were infilled in the early 1960s with square 
concrete block and glass block covered with metal mesh. Bay six contains the main entrance. Bays seven through nine contain 
similar windows, except that bays eight and nine contain slip sills, which are at a higher elevation, a result of the changes in street 
grade.

The main entrance is recessed within a frame of projecting limestone and brick (Photo 6). Within the opening are double wood 
doors with translucent glass with a four-light transom above with gilt numbering reading, “810 | 822” (referring to the original 
address designation of 810-822 West North Avenue). Above the main entrance and flanking windows is the ghost of a wall sign, 
reading INTERNATIONAL HARVESTER COMPANY. Anchor holes drilled into the brick suggest that it consisted of raised letters 
attached to the facade. Above this, extending across the entire front facade, is a stringcourse of brick dentil molding and a simple 
limestone projection that separates the first floor from the floors above. Separating the third and fourth floors is the brick and 
limestone entablature, which served as the cornice and parapet wall on the original three-story building. At the very top of the 
facade, the wall terminates in a simple limestone stringcourse, a sign band, and a parapet capped by a limestone coping with a 
later sheet-metal cap. The outer ends of the parapet are topped by shallow pediments. The sign band contains the ghosts of two 
painted signs, one painted over the other, but both visible due to weathering. The older one reads “INTERNATIONAL 
HARVESTER COMPANY” (dating to ca. 1913), while the more recent sign reads “HARRY GUCKERT COMPANY, PRINTING & 
OFFSET EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES” (circa 1962). 

Punched window openings on floors two through 
four are fitted with paired, six-over-two, double-
hung, wood sash windows (Photos 6 and 28). The 
top sashes exhibit an unusual muntin pattern that 
features two columns of three horizontal lites. The 
bottom sash contains two vertical lites. 

The front and east facades are joined by a clipped 
corner wall that is one bay wide and features the 
same banded brick motif found on the end piers of 
the front facade (Photos 1 and 7). Its first floor 
contains a small vertical window opening that has 
been infilled with glass block and metal mesh. The 
second, third, and fourth floors contain similar-
sized openings with steel lintels and terra-cotta 
sills. All contain double-hung, wood sash windows, 
with those on the second and third floors having a 
one-over-one configuration while the fourth floor 
has a three-over-one configuration. Muntins on the 
latter create a column of three horizontal lites, 
similar to the windows on the front facade. At the 
top is the ghost of a painted International 
Harvester Company insignia, featuring the letters
I, H, and C superimposed over one another. 

Photo 6. Detail of front entrance, looking 
north. The “ENTRANCE” sign hangs over 
the letters “HARVESTER” from an earlier 

International Harvester Company sign.
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East Facade
The east facade of the 1902 portion of the building measures five bays wide and is nearly identical in detail to the front facade 
(Photos 7 and 8). At the base is a concrete loading dock that serviced a now-abandoned railroad siding. Originally, the rail siding 
and loading dock were one story lower, providing access into the basement. This was eliminated as part of the 1913 building 
expansion and reconfiguration. Above the loading dock, the first three floors are set within a recessed wall face, framed by 
banded brick end piers, and projecting brick and stone entablature. On the first floor, five former loading dock doors have been 
infilled with brick and glass block to form small windows, some of which contain window air conditioning units. Each window is 
covered by metal mesh. Above this, materials, details and windows are the same as those on the first floor, including the same 
two competing ghost signs at the parapet level. Between bays three and four (counting from south to north), is a steel fire 
escape that terminates above the parapet.

Photo 7. East facade, looking west, showing the elevated rail siding from 1913 and first-story windows that were infilled with brick ca. 1962, 
after International Harvester vacated the building in 1959.
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Also visible when viewing this side of the building is the one-bay-
wide east facade of the 1913 addition (the addition being deeper 
than the original 1902 building). At the base is a continuation of the 
concrete loading dock. The first floor contains an overhead rolling 
door. Floors two through four contain paired, two-over-two, 
double-hung, wood sash windows. Above, the simple red-brick wall 
terminates in a parapet capped in sheet metal. Piercing this are two 
semi-circular brick openings with metal scuppers that provide 
drainage for the roof. This facade and the rear facade of the 
addition are joined by a clipped corner wall that has no 
fenestration. Mounted at the height of the second floor is a steel, 
pivoting hoist arm with an embossed plate indicating it was 
manufactured by the Curtis Pneumatic Company of St. Louis and 
that it had a capacity of five thousand pounds.

Photo 9. Rear of building, looking west from across the railroad tracks, showing the two planes of the east facade and the 
two planes of the rear facade.

East Facade

Bays 4 and 5

East Facade Rear FacadeRear Facade

Bays 1 and 2 Bay 6 Bays 3, 4 and 5

Photo 8. East facade, looking 
southeast, showing the elevated rail 

siding and loading dock from 1913.
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Rear Facade
The rear facade measures five bays wide and, like the east facade, is broken into two planes (Photo 9 and 10). The eastern plane 
is two bays wide and forms the rear of the 1902 building, while the western plane is three bays wide and forms the rear of the 
1913 addition. At the base of the first floor of the eastern plane is the concrete loading dock. Egress is provided through paired, 
wood loading dock doors that have been modified numerous times and contain an inset, wood, pedestrian door. To the east is a 
small one-over-one, double-hung, wood sash window set in a segmental arched opening. To the west is a similar, but larger, 
opening that has been infilled with glass block. Both windows and the eastern leaf of the loading dock doors are protected by 
iron grates. On the second, third, and fourth floors, window openings in the first bay (counting from east to west) are wider than 
those in the second bay. However, all feature brick segmental arch lintels and limestone sills. On the second floor, the first bay 
contains a nine-over-one, double-hung, wood sash window (the only one of its type in the building); the second bay contains a 
six-over-two, double-hung, wood sash window. On the third floor, the first bay contains paired, one-over-one, double-hung, 
wood sash windows; the window in the second bay is identical to the bay below. On the fourth floor, the first bay contains a six-
over-two, double-hung, wood sash window; the second bay repeats the design of the openings below. Between the third and 
fourth floors, infilled semi-circular brick arches mark the location of the original rainwater drainage openings in the parapet of 
the 1902 building. Directly above are two identical openings with metal scuppers that drain the current roof. 

The western plane of the rear facade rises from a gravel parking area that forms the terminus of Jabok Way (i.e., the concrete 
loading dock does not extend across this portion of the building). At the foundation level, the third bay (continuing the counting 
system from the eastern plane) contains a small, rectangular opening to the basement that has been infilled with plywood  
(likely a former window or delivery chute opening). On the first floor, the third bay contains a double-hung, wood sash window 
covered with metal mesh (the upper sash is covered with plywood; the lower sash retains two lites); the fourth bay contains an 
overhead rolling door; and the fifth bay contains a former window opening that has been infilled with brick (a modification to 
accommodate a later secondary elevator in this corner of the building). On the second, third, and fourth floors, fenestration 
closely mirrors that found elsewhere on the building. In the third bay, on all three levels, are six-over-two, double-hung, wood 
sash windows. In the fourth bay on all levels are paired, six-over-two, double-hung, wood sash windows. The fifth bay has 
infilled windows on the second and third floors, with no window on the fourth floor. The window openings feature brick 
segmental arch lintels and limestone sills.

West Facade
The west facade consists entirely of the 1912-1913 addition. It has no fenestration and the lower half of the facade is obscured by 
828 West North Avenue (Photo 4). The simple red-brick wall terminates in a parapet capped in sheet metal.

Photo 10. Rear of building, looking south, showing the 1913 edition on the right.
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PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION—INTERIOR
The interior of the Pittsburgh Branch House of the International Harvester Company largely reflects the alterations made in 1913 
when the building was expanded and reconfigured. Few substantive changes have been made in the succeeding century.

Overall Plan/Typical Arrangement of Spaces on Each Floor 
In plan, the somewhat triangular, “flatiron” form of the 1902 eastern portion of the building is separated from the nearly 
rectangular 1913 western addition by a brick firewall. From the basement to the third floor, this would have been the original 
west wall of the 1902 building (Figure 6, below). On the fourth floor, this wall was continued upward through the roof to 
maintain fire separation when the building was enlarged. Spaces are arranged around a rear, brick stair tower and a central, brick 
freight elevator shaft, both constructed on the east side of the firewall (see individual floor plans below). The elevator was 
located there when the addition was built, having previously been closer to the east side of the building near the loading dock 
(as shown in Figure 6). The elevator features stops on every floor, which open on both the east and west sides. The west 
elevator doorway is one of only three openings in the firewall on each floor. The other two are a wide door near the front, 
originally constructed to facilitate the movement of merchandise between the east and west sections, and a smaller pedestrian 
door to the rear, located between the elevator shaft and stair tower. These openings all contain automatic fire doors (many have 
the original sliding configuration, whiles some have newer, roll-down, overhead versions).

Figure 6. 1906 Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map, showing the original building. The red arrow points to its west wall, which became an 
interior firewall as part of the 1913 renovations. Also shown, at the far left, is the R.L. McCready Warp & Weavers Supply Factory, which would 
become the present Katsafanas Coffee Company Building.
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Katsafanas Guckert

Existing Basement
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Figure 7. Basement Plan and Photo Key.
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Basement
The basement is largely open, with heavy timber structural framing being visible throughout the space (see floor plan, Figure 7, 
above; and Photos 11-13). This consists of rows of large, square wood posts that are placed directly below large, square, wood 
girders and connected by metal post caps. Running perpendicular to the girders are smaller, rectangular, wood beams, or joists, 
which are fastened to the girders with metal joist hangers. These, in turn, support the wood deck of the first floor overhead 
(Figure 8). Known as “modified-mill construction” or “semi-mill construction,” the use of the transverse beams/joists allows 
wider spacing of the posts and more open floor area.2 This structural system is repeated on the first, second and third floors (on 
the top floor, the system is slightly different; see Fourth Floor, below). Throughout the building, the column grid measures 
sixteen feet square in the eastern part of the building, but is slightly narrower in the western part (see Basement Plan, above).

In the eastern section of the basement, foundation walls are coursed rubble  Along the east wall, areas of brick infill are visible 
where openings to the loading dock existed prior to 1913 (Photo 11). To the the north of the freight elevator, the rear stair tower 
extends from the basement to the fourth floor, where a ladder then provides roof access through a hatch. Constructed of 
painted wood, the stairs are open newel in plan, with half landings; open riser in design (i.e, no risers); and contain chamfered, 
square newel posts (see Photo 37, Third Floor, for a typical image). 

In the western section of the basement, foundation walls are painted, poured concrete. Near the northwest corner is a painted 
concrete block boiler room (Photo 13). Throughout the basement, floors are poured concrete and all structural wood elements 
have been painted white.

BEAM/JOIST

GIRDER

Figure 8. Illustration of typical heavy 
timber, modified-mill construction like that 
found in the Pittsburgh Branch House 
(Adapted from American Builder 29, no. 3, 
June 1920, 104).

Photo 11. Basement, looking east from the 
freight elevator into the eastern section of 
the building, showing areas of brick infill 
where openings to the loading dock existed 
prior to 1913.

_______________
2 Charles Merrick Gay and Harry Parker, “Semi-Mill Construction,” Material and Methods of Architectural Construction, 2d. ed. (New York: John 
Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1943), 331.
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Photo 13. Basement, looking north in the 1913 addition, showing the boiler room on the right in the 
background.

Photo 12. Basement, looking east in the 
eastern section of the building, showing 
typical structural framing and poured 
concrete floors. In the upper right corner, the 
underside of former stairs just inside the main 
entrance are visible. They became obsolete 
and were covered when the street grade was 
elevated ca. 1929.
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Figure 9. First Floor Plan and Photo Key.
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First Floor
The eastern section of the building contains the main entrance, which has been in the sixth bay (counting from west to east) 
since the 1902 construction (see floor plan, Figure 9, above). However, the entrance has been modified a number of times. Most 
significantly, the elevation of the street grade necessitated a corresponding elevation of the vestibule floor, requiring a short 
ramp down from its east side where it leads to the first floor. The vestibule is painted, with little ornamentation other than 
simple wood moldings (baseboard, chair rail, picture molding and door trim; Photo 14). Rising to its north is a utilitarian, closed, 
quarter-landing staircase constructed of painted wood (Photo 15). It leads to the second floor, where the International Harvester 
offices and showrooms were located after 1913.

Photo 14. First floor, entrance vestibule, looking southwest. Photo 15. First floor, entrance vestibule, looking north, showing the 
stairs to the former IHC showroom and offices. 

To the east of the vestibule and stairs are offices, used by Guckert employees until July 2020, some of which are behind an
L-shaped, windowed partition (Photos 16 and 17). Immediately to the north of the stairs is an L-shaped service desk (Photos 18 
and 19). Across the rear of the 1902 portion of the building, are the aforementioned stair tower and loading dock door (Photo 
20) along with two rest rooms. To the northwest of the service desk is the freight elevator, with a large walk-in vault to its south 
(Photo 21). The vault appears from the 1906 Sanborn map (Figure 6) to have been installed in this location as part of the original 
construction. To the west of the counter is open storage and a wide door leading to the addition (Photo 22).

In the western section of the building, space is open, with no permanent fixtures except the secondary elevator in the northwest 
corner, which serves floors one through three (Photo 23).

Throughout this level, floors are wood. Perimeter walls and the firewall are painted brick, and there is painted concrete block 
where the loading dock doors on the east side were partially infilled. The vestibule and adjacent stairs are enclosed with painted, 
horizontal wood cladding. The ceiling is exposed and has been painted. 
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Photo 16. First floor, looking east from the entrance vestibule in the eastern section of the building, showing offices 
along the front wall.

Photo 17. First floor, looking south in the eastern section of the building, showing the office area to the left.
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Photo 18. First floor, looking northwest in the eastern section of the building, showing the door from the entrance 
vestibule  and the upper portion of its ramp (far left) and the underside of the stairs to the former IHC showroom 
and offices (upper right). At center right is the L-shaped service desk.

Photo 19. First floor, looking southeast from the loading dock entrance in the eastern section of the building, 
showing the large service desk on the right. To the left, concrete block infill and a through-wall air-conditioning unit 
mark the location of one of the former loading dock doors.
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Photo 20. First floor, looking north, showing 
the inside of the loading dock entrance into 
the eastern section of the building.

Photo 21. First floor, looking west, showing 
the door to the large walk-in vault.
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Photo 22. First floor, looking west from the service counter into an open storage area. Beyond is one of the entries 
into the 1913 addition along with its automatic fire protection door (to the left of the door opening).

Photo 23. First floor, looking north in the 1913 addition, showing the former vehicle entrance in the background, 
which would have allowed vehicles to enter the IHC service department.
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Figure 10. Second Floor Plan and Photo Key.
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Second Floor
The eastern section of the second floor is both the most divided and most finished area in the building—largely the result of the 
1913 remodeling. At the top of the stairs from the front vestibule is a large central hall, where visitors to International Harvester 
would have arrived (see floor plan, Figure 10, above). On the west side of the hall, adjacent to the stairs from the street, is a 
similar straight-run stair to the third floor (Photo 24). Based on the unfinished manner in which its partitions meet the tin ceiling, 
it appears to date from after the 1913 building reconfiguration. To the north and east of the hall are two former showrooms 
featuring ornate painted tin ceilings and decorative, Classically-derived, wood column enclosures (Photos 25-28). Between 
them, in the middle of the east exterior wall are two restrooms. Across the front of this floor are six inter-connected offices with 
windowed partitions and painted tin ceilings (Photos 29 and 30). The offices open onto a corridor that runs east-west from the 
central hall to the west addition. A second corridor extends from here to the north, providing access to the freight elevator, rear 
stairs and an additional rest room. Again, the rough manner in which the corridor’s east wall meets the tin ceiling indicates that 
this is a later addition (Photo 31). To the west of this north-south corridor, across from the offices, is a storeroom originally built 
to house advertising materials, and a large walk-in vault (Photos 31 and 32). Floors are wood, though they have been covered in 
some areas by what appears to be a plain, vinyl sheet-goods product (ca. mid-twentieth century); walls are painted plaster; and, 
as noted, ceilings are painted tin. 

In the western section of the building, space is open, with no permanent fixtures except the westernmost office, the secondary 
elevator in the northwest corner, and a small storeroom across from it (Photo 33). Here, walls are painted brick, floors are wood, 
and the ceiling is exposed and has been painted.

Photo 24. Second floor, looking west in the eastern section of the 
building, showing the stairs down to the front entry (right) and up 
to the third floor (center), and the interconnected offices (left).

Photo 25. Second floor, looking east from the freight elevator in the 
eastern section of the building, showing the ornate decor of the 
former northern IHC showroom.

Photo 26. Second floor, looking east in the former northern IHC 
showroom, showing a detail of the ornate tin ceiling and decorative 
column enclosure.
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Photo 27. Second floor, looking southeast in the eastern section of 
the building, showing the ornate details of the former eastern IHC 
showroom.

Photo 28. Second floor, looking south in the former eastern show- 
room, showing an example of the unusual six-over-two muntin 
pattern used on windows throughout the building.

Photo 29. Second floor, looking west in the eastern section of the 
building, showing the inter-connected offices and their windowed 
partitions.

Photo 30. Second floor, looking east, showing details of a typical 
office, which includes tin ceilings, glass partitions and wood floors.

Section 7     Page 27

DRAFT



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House

NPS Form 10-900 
OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Photo 31. Second floor, looking north in the eastern section of the 
building, showing the entrance to the vault (left), advertising 
storage (center), and mid-twentieth century corridor (right).

Photo 32. Second floor, looking north in the eastern section 
of the building, showing the interior of the advertising 

storeroom with its  plentiful nooks and dividers.

Photo 33. Second floor, looking northwest in the western addition, showing the smaller secondary elevator in the far 
corner.
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Third Floor
Both the eastern and western sections of this floor are largely open (see floor plan, Figure 11, above). In the eastern section, two 
partitions have been constructed (ca. 1970s) to created two rooms, one in the southeast corner and the other along part of the 
front wall (south of the stairs from the second floor; Photos 34 and 35). On the north wall, are the rear stairs and two adjacent 
rest rooms (Photo 36 and 37).

In the western section, the space is open except for the secondary elevator in the northwest corner (Photos 38 and 39).

Throughout this level, floors are wood, the perimeter walls and firewall are painted brick, and the ceiling is exposed and has 
been painted.

Photo 34. Third floor, looking southeast in the eastern section of the building, showing the two 
ca. 1970s rooms (left center, in the background; and right center, behind the stairs to the third 
floor).

Photo 35. Third floor, looking east in the eastern section of the building, showing one of the ca. 
1970 store rooms.
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Photo 38. Third floor, looking west from the eastern section of the 
building through the fire protection door into the 1913 addition, 
showing the large amounts of open storage space that were 
historically available.

Photo 37. Third floor, looking northwest in the eastern section of the 
building, showing the rear stairs.

Photo 39. Third floor, looking north in the western section of the 
building.

Photo 36. Third floor, looking northwest in the eastern section of the 
building toward the freight elevator (left), rear stairs (center) and 
rest rooms (right).
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Fourth Floor
The fourth floor is the most open and unaltered level of the building, with no interior partitions aside from those of the firewall, 
freight elevator shaft and rear stair tower (see floor plan, Figure 12, above). In the northwest corner of the addition is mechanical 
equipment for the secondary elevator (Photos 40-44).

As noted above, the structural system on this level is slightly different than on the floors below. Here, bolsters, or blocks of 
wood, are present between the tops of the posts and the beams that form the roof structure and there are no post cap 
connectors (Figure 13; Photos 40 and 41). The wood bolster blocks serve to increase the effective width of the posts and 
thereby decrease the effective span of beams and also serve to stiffen the roof.

Throughout this level, floors are wood, the perimeter walls and firewall are unpainted brick, and the roof deck overhead is 
exposed and unpainted.

Photo 40. Fourth floor, looking east in the eastern section of the 
building, showing the base for a former rooftop flag pole in the 
corner and one wood bolster block (upper left).

Photo 41. Fourth floor, looking west in the eastern section of the 
building, showing structural framing and, in the background, a fire 
door into the western addition beyond.

Figure 13. Illustration of typical post and beam connections like those found in the Pittsburgh Branch House (Adapted from Whitney Clark 
Huntington, Building Construction, New York: John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1929, 255).

Fourth Floor Basement through Third Floors
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Photo 42. Fourth floor, looking north in the western section of the building.

Photo 43. Fourth floor, looking east in the western section of the 
building, showing the freight elevator with its front and rear stops, 
vertical, bi-parting, wood slat doors (i.e., the top half raises and the 
bottom half lowers), and roll-down fire protection door.

Photo 44. Fourth floor, looking northwest in the western section of 
the building, showing the motor for the smaller elevator that served 
floors one through three.
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Integrity 
The Pittsburgh Branch House of the International Harvester Company at 810 West North Avenue retains integrity. 

Location
The building remains in its original location.

Design
The building retains most of its original design features, including its Classical Revival style, form and massing, materials, 
method of construction, fenestration, and interior configuration. Changes that have been made have been relatively minor and 
have largely occurred on the first floor (leaving the upper floors intact). The expansion of the building in 1913 and the 
subsequent alterations to the front entrance and eastern bays of the front facade are visually compatible and have attained 
significance. Other modifications, like the infill of some window and door openings have been additive and are reversible and 
occur in quantities or locations that do not diminish the ability to understand the history and significance of the design. 

Setting
Many of the neighboring buildings along West North Avenue date from around the period of significance for the Branch House. 
While some vacant lots do exist in the area, substantial historic fabric survives and sufficiently conveys the building’s historic 
setting. In fact, an industrial/commercial historic district has been proposed for the neighborhood (The Allegheny Second Ward 
Industrial District) and it was determined in 2019 by the Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office to retain sufficient 
integrity to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.
 
Materials
Original materials remain largely intact. The building retains it brick facades, limestone trim, original wood windows, wood 
floors, interior brick walls, many of its original automatic fire doors and exposed heavy timber elements.

Workmanship
Decorative art and craft skills continue to be expressed in the building’s brick dentil moldings and banded brick end piers, and in 
the ghosts of painted advertising in the sign bands at the top of the south and east facades. Additionally, considerable skill and 
detail is demonstrated by the 1902 and 1913 construction campaigns reading as a single, cohesive work of architecture. 

Feeling
The Pittsburgh Branch House of IHC is located in what continues to be the heart of the Central Northside’s historic industrial 
corridor alongside the main rail line through the neighborhood. The historic and cultural significance evoked by the presence of 
the building can still be sensed, especially since manufacturing, commerce and rail transportation still occur in the immediate 
vicinity.

Association
The building retains its association as the primary location of the International Harvester Company in Pittsburgh during the 
company’s early-twentieth century national expansion and for its association with Emil L. Mayer who, as branch manager from 
1908 to 1921, led the Pittsburgh Branch House to become among the top IHC branches in the country.
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8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to 

the broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

  X

  X

  X
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
___________________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Criterion A:  1902-1933
Criterion B:  1908-1921
Criterion C:  1902-1913
Overall:    1902-1933

Criterion A:  Commerce
Criterion B:  Commerce
Criterion C:  Architecture

1902
1913

Mayer, Emil Louis

R. & S. Sollitt & Company—builder for the 1902 eastern section of the building

Wilmanns, August C.—architect for the 1913 expansion 

Price, William Douglas—Superintendent of Construction and designer of building program for 1913 expansion

Rose & Fisher Company—builder for the 1913 expansion

N/A
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that 
includes level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, 
and any applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The Pittsburgh Branch House of the International Harvester Company at 810 West North Avenue is significant under the 
following three National Register Criteria:

Criterion A / Commerce—For Association with the International Harvester Company
The Pittsburgh Branch House is a representative example of the campaign for national market dominance by the McCormick 
Harvesting Machine Company during the “Harvester Wars” of the late-nineteenth and very early-twentieth centuries. Under the 
direction of Cyrus Hall McCormick, Jr., the site and plan for the branch house building were selected in 1901. In August 1902, the 
International Harvester Company (IHC) was formed by the merger of McCormick and four other harvester manufacturing 
concerns. The building was constructed in 1902 as one of the final acts of the company and is one of the earliest assets of the 
newly formed conglomerate. In the first decades of the twentieth century, IHC continued an intensive campaign of national 
expansion, this time aimed not only at remaining agricultural implement manufacturers, but also at motor vehicle producers 
(especially makers of trucks). The expansion and reconfiguration of the building in 1913 is representative of these efforts.

The period of significance for Criterion A is 1902-1933. The beginning date is the year that construction was completed on 
McCormick’s original building. The end date marks the cessation of motor vehicle sales and service at this location, as IHC had 
built specialized truck showrooms elsewhere in the city.

Criterion B / Significant Individual—For Association with Branch Manager Emil Louis Mayer
Shortly after the building opened, Emil Louis Mayer was appointed manager. He quickly led the Pittsburgh Branch House to 
become among the top IHC branches in the country. Particularly notable were record agricultural implement sales that 
outpaced his rivals in more dominant farm economies throughout the Midwest. Company records repeatedly remarked that 
Mayer’s hilly and industrial Pittsburgh-area territory was a particularly challenging market. His efforts also made the Pittsburgh 
Branch House a national IHC leader in truck sales. This is again supported by company records, which directly attributed the 
need for the 1913 building expansion to his success. A decade later, he was also heralded for having increased  business every 
year of his tenure.

The period of significance for Criterion B is 1908-1921. The beginning date is the year Mayer arrived in Pittsburgh to run the 
Branch House. The end date marks the conclusion of his IHC career due to his unexpected death.

Criterion C / Architecture—For Association with the Classical Revival Style and IHC’s Building Program and Branding
The Pittsburgh Branch House is an example of the Classical Revival style that was widely used to convey International 
Harvester’s brand and success. Additionally, the building embodies distinctive architectural characteristics and programmatic 
organization developed by International Harvester to promote and operate its buildings during the company’s first two decades.

The period of significance for Criterion C is 1902-13. The beginning date is the year the original building was constructed. The 
end date marks the completion of the enlargement and reconfiguration of the facility. 

Overall Period of Significance
The overall period of significance for the Pittsburgh Branch House of IHC is, therefore, 1902-1933.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

Historical Overview
Following the American Revolutionary War, the future site of the Pittsburgh Branch House of International Harvester was 
designated as part of Lot 265 in the three-thousand-acre Depreciation and Donation Lands across the Allegheny and Ohio 
Rivers from from Fort Pitt (Figure 14). Subsequently known as the the Reserve Tract, this was land set aside for distribution to 
veterans of the war.3 The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania issued James Morrison a patent to the lot around 1797 in what was 
then the village of Allegheny. He soon became the first sheriff of Allegheny County.

With the war over, military officer, quartermaster of the U.S. Army, trader, businessman, and industrialist, James O’Hara 
(1752-1819) also moved back to Pittsburgh where he established a store, the Pittsburgh Glassworks, and a brewery. O’Hara was 
an Irish immigrant and a land speculator who subsequently purchased thousands of acres in Western Pennsylvania.4 When he 
died at his home on Water Street (present Western Avenue in Pittsburgh) in 1819, his vast land holdings were placed in trusts 
and divided among his surviving heirs, including daughter Elizabeth Febiger O’Hara Denny (1796-1878). Her inheritance 
included Reserve Tract 265.5 By the time of Elizabeth Denny’s death in 1878, the lot was among thirty-eight acres owned by 
Denny heirs in what had then become the City of Allegheny. While the Denny’s tended to retain ownership of their land, they 
often provided long-term leases to various enterprises. This was the case with the subject parcel, which was leased to carpenter 
and contractor Alexander Gilleland for the next two decades.6

Early maps indicate that a cooper shop owned by J.M. Hemphill occupied the parcel in 1872; it was constructed adjacent to the 
railroad line, which had been completed in 1851 (Figure 15). By 1882, a new brick building labeled “agricultural steel works” had 
replaced the earlier structure, occupying the western extent of the parcel with a wing extending along Daisey Alley (now Jabok 
Way; Figure 16). By 1890, the agricultural steel works had been demolished and replaced by a grain elevator and flour mill 
(Figure 17). 
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Figure 14. Lot 265 in the Reserve Tract (red rectangle)—the future location of the Pittsburgh Branch House (Excerpt from “Reserve Tract of 
Land Opposite Pittsburgh,” Western Pennsylvania Maps Collection, Historic Pittsburgh.

_______________
3 John E. Winner, “The Depreciation and Donation Lands,” Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine 8, no. 1 (January 1925), 1-3.
4 Charles Shetler, “James O’Hara’s Landholdings in Allegheny County,” Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine 34 (1951), 33.
5 Ibid., 30. 
6 Allegheny County Deeds, Book 477, Page 115. 
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On August 23, 1901, Henry S. Denny conveyed what were then designated as Lots 22 to 25 and ten feet of Lot 21 of section 5 of 
the Denny Plan in Allegheny City to the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company so that a new warehouse and distribution 
facility could be built (Figure 18).7  The site was selected, in part, for its adjacency to the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne, and Chicago 
Railroad line. By February 1902, plans were complete and a month later, bids were being accepted for construction. On June 3, 
1902, the company secured a building permit for R. & S. Sollitt & Company and construction quickly commenced on the new 
brick branch house, which measured eighty-one feet wide and sixty-nine feet deep.9 

Based in Chicago, the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company specialized in the 
manufacturing and distribution of agricultural equipment. Often cited as the inventor 
of the horse-drawn, mechanical reaper in 1831, Cyrus Hall McCormick, Sr. (1809- 
1884; Figure 19) more likely dramatically improved upon the nascent designs of others. 
Regardless, he revolutionized the agricultural industry in the United States, 
significantly reducing the time and laborer required for the harvesting of wheat crops.10 

Born in 1809 in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, McCormick was the son of inventor, 
farmer, and blacksmith, Robert McCormick. Robert McCormick had attempted, 
unsuccessfully, to develop a reaping device ca. 1826.11 Robert’s son Cyrus appropriated 
and expanded upon his father’s work, aided by Jo Anderson (an enslaved African 
American on the McCormick plantation at the time), developing a successful 
mechanical reaper in 1831 and obtaining a patent in 1834.12 Obed Hussey, the first of 
many competitors to McCormick, filed a patent for a similar reaper in 1833.13 

NORTH AVENUE

NORTH AVENUE

NORTH AVENUE

NORTH AVENUE

Figure 15. Excerpt from an 1872 G.M. Hopkins Company map. Figure 16. Excerpt from an 1882 G.M. Hopkins Company map.

DAISEY ALLEY

Figure 17. Excerpt from an 1890 G.M. Hopkins Company map. Figure 18. Excerpt from an 1907 G.M. Hopkins Company map, 
showing the recently constructed Pittsburgh Branch House.

_______________
7 Allegheny County Deeds, Book 1136, Page 556; “Land Sales,” Pittsburgh Press, 24 September 1901, 4.
8 The Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders' Guide, v. 17, no. 6 (5 February 1902), 87; Pittsburgh Daily Post, 22 March 1902.
9 Building Permits, Bureau of Building Inspection, Department of Public Safety, Pittsburgh, Pa. Records, Historic Pittsburgh; “Real Estate is Picking 
Up,” Pittsburgh Press, 2 April 1902, 4.
10 “Harvester: The Company that McCormick Built,” Washington Post, 30 July 1982.
11 Norbert Lyons, The McCormick Reaper: The True Story of a Great Invention (New York: Exposition Press, 1955), 57.
12 Patricia Carter Sluby, The Inventive Spirit of African Americans: Patented Ingenuity (Westport, CT: Praeger Publishers: 2004), 282; Lyons, 113.
13 Lyons, 173.

Figure 19. Cyrus Hall McCormick, 
Sr. Engraving by George Smillie, 
Library of Congress.
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Sales were slow at first, as McCormick worked to make the machine more reliable in order to attract skeptical farmers. He sold 
one reaper in 1840, none in 1841 and seven in 1842. They were all built manually in the family farm shop. However, that changed 
in 1845 after contracted to have the machines mass-produced in a factory in Brockport, New York.14 In 1847, McCormick sought 
to expand his production capacity. “He considered Brockport, Pittsburgh, Rochester, Cincinnati, and Chicago, and finally 
selected Chicago as the most advantageous location,” founding McCormick & Gray, and later McCormick & Brothers, having 
been joined by siblings Leander (1819-1900) and William (1815-1865).15 In 1848, McCormick attempted to renew his 1834 
patent, but was ultimately denied.16 This opened the market to competitors but did not impede McCormick’s production. “Sales 
in 1849 totaled nearly 1,500 machines, and in 1850 mounted 1,600;” the reaper’s international debut coming in 1851 at the 
London World’s Fair.17 By 1870, McCormick was manufacturing over 10,000 reapers annually, attempting to beat competition 
by out-producing and out-selling. McCormick & Brothers suffered a setback in 1871 when the Great Chicago Fire decimated the 
city and destroyed their manufacturing plant, but the company quickly rebuilt. It subsequently rebranded itself as the 
McCormick Harvesting Machine Company in 1879 (see Figure 20, below, for an image of one of their products).18

 
In May 1884, Cyrus H. McCormick, Sr. died, leaving the operation of the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company to his son, 
Cyrus H. McCormick, Jr.  During this time, competition in the mechanical reaper and mower market had become so fierce and 
the market so saturated, that companies resorted to outlandish sales tactics and inflated advertising budgets to sell their 
products.  “The struggle became so intense that competing salesmen would not only bribe farmers to buy, but also allegedly 
sabotaged the competition’s machines and physically attacked people.”19  This became known as the “Harvester Wars,” which 
resulted in a surplus of product, falling prices, and substantially depleted profits. In November 1890, Cyrus McCormick, Jr. along 
with major competitor William Deering and nearly twenty other companies, attempted to consolidate to form the American 
Harvester Company.20 However, the merger ultimately failed, prolonging the Harvester Wars for another decade.

_______________
14 George Iles, “Cyrus H. McCormick,” Leading American Inventors, 2d. ed. (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1912), 276.
15 Lyons, 170.
16 Lyons, 184; Louisville Daily Courier, 22 August 1856.
17 Lyons, 185.
18 Sargent M. McCormick, “The McCormick Brothers and the Rise of the Megacorps,” Chicago Entrepreneurial History, Built in Chicago,
https://www.builtinchicago.org/blog/chicago-entrepreneurial-history-mccormick-bothers-and-rise-megacorps, accessed 1 September 2020. 
19 Sam Moore,“Whatever Happened to McCormick-Deering?” Farm Collector, August, 1998, https://www.farmcollector.com/company-history/
whatever-happened-to-mccormick-deering, accessed 17 September 2020.
20 Clinton [Missouri] Advocate, 30 October 1890:10; Luther Conant, Jr., et al., “The International Harvester Co.,” Department of Commerce and 
Labor: Bureau of Corporations (Washington: Government Printing Office: 3 March 1913), 2-3.

Figure 20. 1884 advertisement for a McCormick Harvester and Twine Binder (Abeline [Kansas] 
Reflector, 29 May 1884).
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On July 28, 1902—less than a year after McCormick 
Harvesting had purchased the West North Avenue site—a 
second effort to unify the major harvester manufacturers 
was successful.21 The McCormick Harvesting Machine 
Company merged with the Deering Harvester Company, 
along with three smaller agricultural implement firms (the 
Warder, Bushnell & Glessner Company, the Plano 
Manufacturing Company, and the Milwaukee Harvester 
Company) to form the International Harvester Company. 
The name being a recognition of the international power 
and control of the new entity.22 Cyrus H. McCormick, Jr. 
was named president, and Charles Deering was appointed 
chairman of the board, with other officers from the original 
companies completing the leadership (Figure 21).23  J.P. 
Morgan & Company negotiated and financed the merger.24 
In order to transfer the real estate holdings of each 
individual company to the newly formed International 
Harvester Company, on August 12, 1902, all real property 
assets belonging to the five companies were conveyed to 
William C. Lane, who acted as a “purchaser.”25 Lane 
subsequently conveyed these properties to the officers of 
the company in joint tenancy.26 

The newly formed International Harvester Company, 
valued at 110 million dollars soon began efforts to diversify 
its product line beyond agricultural equipment. In 1907, the 
company began manufacturing trucks.27 As the company 
grew, so did its operations at 810 West North Avenue. In 
June 1911, the International Harvester Company acquired 
Lot 21 of the Denny Plan from Thomas J. Brereton  and by 
1913, the Pittsburgh Branch House had more than doubled 
in size through an addition to the west and by adding a 
fourth floor.28 

The company also expanded its global holdings. In a measure to battle increasing foreign tariffs, IHC built a network of 
agricultural implement factories in Canada, Sweden, France, Germany and Russia. “By 1910, foreign sales and sales of new 
products, such as trucks and tractors, comprised about two-thirds of International harvester’s revenue. The company was the 
fourth largest in the Untied States in terms of assets: only U.S. Steel, Standard Oil and American Tobacco were larger.”29 

On April 30, 1912, the United States filed a petition against the International Harvester Company, alleging that, by its 
incorporation, the company had violated the Sherman Antitrust Act; that it was “. . .an unlawful combination and monopoly; that 
the International Harvester [was], in and of itself, a combination in restraint of trade. . . ,” thus initiating a fifteen-year battle over 
the legal rights of the company.30 At the time, the company produced eighty to eighty-five percent of all binders, mowers, and 
reapers sold in the United States and that it controlled thirty percent of the agricultural machinery industry, other than 
harvesters.31 

_______________
21 Conant, 2.
22 Dawn M. Drake, A Profile of the Farm Machinery Industry: Helping Farmers Feed the World (New York: Business Expert Press, 2014).
23 Conant, 2.
24 Conant, 69, Drake.
25 Conant, 78; “Harvester Deal Now Worldwide,” Chicago Daily Tribune, 14 August 1902, 1,5.
26 Allegheny County Deeds, Book 1529, Pages 525-27.
27 Barbara Marsh, A Corporate Tragedy: The Agony of the International Harvester Company (New York: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 1985), 55. 
28 Allegheny County Deeds, Book 1704, Page 604.
29 Drake. 
30 United States of America, Petitioner vs. International Harvester Company and Others, Defendants: Statement, Brief and Argument for Defendants 
(Chicago: Gunthorp-Warren Printing Co., 1913). 
31 Thomas A. Thatcher, “The Sherman Act and the Harvester Case,” California Law Review 3, no. 2, 122-34; Drake.

Figure 21. Page one of the inaugural edition of Harvester World, showing 
the Executive Officers, with Cyrus H. McCormick, Jr. at center 
(Harvester World 1, no.1, October 1909, 1.
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Early in the legal battle, “Cyrus McCormick attempted to forestall the charges, splitting the company into two separate 
corporations—International Harvester Corporation, which managed foreign trade and new product lines, and International 
Harvester Company of New Jersey, which managed the old product lines, whose patents and large market share triggered the 
initial investigation.”32

In 1914, the federal district court determined that International Harvester Company was indeed a monopoly and had to be 
dissolved. IHC immediately filed an appeal with the Supreme Court. While the appeal was in process, the company developed a 
compromise that was ultimately approved by the U.S. Attorney General in 1918. It allowed the company to reassemble under the 
two new corporation names as long as it divested itself of three of its harvester lines (Osborne, Champion and Milwaukee) and 
limited dealer contracts to one per town. “The final provision was the most costly for International Harvester. The roughly 5,000 
dealers who were released from contracts as part of the compromise, quickly signed with competitor firms in the towns.”33

In 1923, the government attempted to sue International Harvest again, this time charging them with unfair pricing practices.34 In 
1927, the U.S. Supreme Court settled the matter once and for all, asserting that the company had, in fact, complied with its 1918 
compromise, restoring conditions in the harvester industry.35

In 1928, following the Supreme Court decision, Cyrus McCormick, Jr., and the other owners in joint tenancy, formally conveyed 
810 West North Avenue to International Harvester Company.36

In May 1944, for reasons not altogether known, International Harvester sold the building to Percy W. Hatfield.37 However, city 
directories and newspaper advertisement show that IHC continued its operations there for more than a decade as a tenant.

In July 1959, IHC ceased operations on West North Avenue and relocated to Leetsdale, northwest of Pittsburgh.38 

In 1962, Jessie Hatfield, sister and executrix of Percy W. Hatfield’s estate, sold the property to Regis and Mary Guckert of the 
Guckert Land Company (Percy Hatfiled having died in 1946).39 

The building remained in control of the Guckert family until it was sold to 810 West North Avenue LP in 2015.40 In July 2020, 
after more than a half-century in the building, the Harry Guckert Company closed and vacated the building. Today, designs are 
currently in development for conversion to residential use. 

From a corporate perspective, the International Harvester Company continued to sell farm equipment into the 1980s, having 
sold its five-millionth tractor in 1974. However, despite good sales throughout the 1960s and 70s, profit margins were small and 
the company faced multiple challenges from a conservative management that tended to stifle innovation along with a costly, 
months-long strike in 1979-80 by thirty-five thousand members of the United Auto Workers.41 By 1981, the company’s finances 
were at their lowest point ever. Three years later, its agricultural lines were sold to Tenneco, Inc., and the original business upon 
which Cyrus McCormick, Sr., had founded the company one-hundred fifty years before was now gone.42 In 1986, International 
Harvester changed its name to Navistar International Corporation, which continues to manufacture medium- and heavy-duty 
trucks, school buses and engines.43 

_______________
32 Drake.
33 Ibid.
34 Ibid. 
35 Ibid.; United States v. International Harvester Co., 274 U.S. 693, 1927.
36 Allegheny County Deeds, Book, Book 2368, Page 503.
37 Allegheny County Deeds, Book, Book 2792, Page 742.
38 “Harvester Opening,” Pittsburgh Press, 13 July 1959, 17. 
39 Allegheny County Deeds, Book, Book 4030, Page 632.
40 Allegheny County Deeds, Book, Book 15866, Page 397.
41 Eric G. Flamholtz and Yvonne Randle, Changing the Game: Organizational Transformations of the First, Second, and Third Kinds (New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1998), 101-2; “Harvester May Risk Breaking Price Guidelines,” Los Angeles Times, 19 September 1979.
42 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 27 November 1984; Flamholtz and Randle, 103.
43 Chaim M. Rosenberg, The International Harvester Company: A History of the Founding Families and Their Machines (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & 
Company, Inc., Publishers, 2019), 225.

Section 8     Page 43

DRAFT



SIGNIFICANCE UNDER CRITERION A— For its Association with the International Harvester Company
The Pittsburgh Branch House of the International Harvester Company is significant as a representative example of a regional 
branch house for sales, distribution and service of agricultural implements and motor trucks, initially for the McCormick 
Harvesting Machine Company and then for the International Harvester Company. 

Agricultural Implement Branch Houses 
Agricultural implement manufacturers in the United States established branch house systems in the late nineteenth century in 
order to efficiently accommodate the sale, financing, delivery, and maintenance of their products in a manner satisfactory to 
both producer and consumer. Branch houses, as direct agents of the manufacturer, sold inventory to independently-owned retail 
dealers, who made sales directly to the final customer. The system was well suited to the bulky and expensive farm equipment 
trade. Some manufacturing companies developed company-owned and operated retail outlets, but due to constraints of space 
and cost, they were often able to carry only part of a company’s inventory at any given time. Branch houses by comparison, like 
those for International Harvester, were full-line distributors, typically with significantly larger facilities, that could provide access 
to the broadest range of equipment and service available from a given manufacturer.44

International Harvester Branch Houses
As president of International Harvester Company beginning with the 1902 merger, Cyrus Hall McCormick, Jr. further formalized 
and developed the branch house system for IHC over the first two decades of the new company's operation. Under his 
leadership, the company increased its number of branch houses from sixty-five in 1902 to ninety-three in 1922 through a 
concerted expansion program of leasing, buying, and for the most part, building branch houses (Figure 22, next page).45 While 
overall corporate direction would still emanate from Chicago, McCormick moved to decentralize operations and largely 
delegated the sales, promotion, instruction, delivery, and repair of equipment to the branches.46 The goal was to make each 
branch house “complete in itself.” In October 1922, the editors of The Harvester World (a monthly IHC publication aimed at 
employees and retailers) emphasized that “In the Harvester scheme of distribution, the branch house occupies the key 
position. . .Toward it converge all sales activities, from it are launched all campaigns and sales programs for supporting the 
dealers. In fact, nothing is done in the territory except through the branch manager. He is chief Harvester Company executive in 
his territory.”47

John Cameron Aspley, writing in Survey of Modern Sales Organization in 1920, described the significance of International 
Harvester’s field organization:

In order to serve their army of dealers most effectively, the United States has been divided into [what were then] 
eighty-eight separate territories laid out on a basis of practically equal sales possibilities and population. The business 
of each of these territories is handled through a branch house. Each of these eighty-eight branch houses is [under the] 
charge of a branch manager and assistant manager, who have direct jurisdiction of all business handled in their 
territory. Each of these branches is a big business enterprise in itself—some of them do an annual business of almost 
$2,000,000. Each has a complement of departments and employes [sic.] all of whom are hired by the branch manager. 
There is an accounting department, credit, advertising, and repairs department at each branch the same as would be 
found in the establishment of any individual progressive concern doing business on a corresponding scale.

The branch house territories are subdivided by the branch manager into a number of small territories blocked out on 
the same basis as the branch house territories. These sub-divisions of the branch house territories are called blocks, 
and each block is in charge of a blockman. The blockman has direct charge of his allotted territory and has working 
under his direction salesmen and repair experts. The blockman is the all-important medium through which the 
concentrated sales efforts of the great organization behind him are transmitted to the dealer and the farmer. He is the 
man whose judgment is relied upon in the selection of dealers. He makes all contracts with dealers in his territory and 

_______________
44 Gary Tipler, “McCormick-International Harvester Branch House,” Madison, Wisconsin. National Register of Historic Places Nomination 
Form. Tipler & Associates, Madison. April 27, 2010, NRHP Reference # 1000231, section 8, p. 4.
45 United States Bureau of Corporations, The International Harvester Co. (Washington: Government Printing Office, March 8, 1913) 334; Map of 
Branch Houses, Plants and Material Properties in the United States, The Harvester World, Special Edition, 13, nos. 9-10 (October 1922), after p. 
56; Tipler, section 8,. p. 6.
46 Tipler, section 8, p. 5.
47 The Harvester World, Special Edition, 13, nos. 9-10 (October 1922), 37.  Prior to 1917, branch managers were known as general agents, with 
the facilities under their control being known as general agencies.
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Figure 22.  1907 map showing the extent of International Harvester general agencies, or branch houses. The Pittsburgh Branch House served 
parts of Pennsylvania, Ohio and West Virginia, with the nearest company rivals being in Harrisburg, Cleveland and Parkersburg (International 
Harvester Company Annual Report, 1907, 54, Wisconsin Historical Society, McCormick-International Harvester Collection).

takes their orders for machines and implements. He also educates the dealers in the adjustments and selling points of 
such machines and implements.

Working under the blockman are the field salesmen. When a dealer's sales are lagging or if a special effort is needed to 
be put forth on some machine, or if the dealer has a number of live prospects and he feels that he should have help in 
“closing,” the blockman delegates a salesman to work with this dealer. If machines in the field sold by the dealer should 
break down and the repairs or necessary adjustments to put them in good working order are found to be beyond the 
dealer's ability to cope with, the blockman immediately assigns a traveling repair expert to the job, thus preventing 
expensive delays during the farmer's busy season and incidently [sic.] building up both the dealer's and the farmer's 
good will.

Co-operating with the blockman is the branch house advertising man [or ad-man]. He works hand in hand with the 
blockman and inaugurates sales promotion campaigns for the benefit of the dealer, giving each dealer personal, 
individual advertising help. The advertising man also handles the branch house sales correspondence and follows up all 
prospects whose names have been turned in by the salesmen on the territory.48 

In short, the branch manager and branch house staff wielded considerable autonomy to allow them to effectively and holistically 
address the often quite different needs of both retailers and famers from under one roof. And the Pittsburgh Branch House, as 
will be seen in the next section, stood out as a particularly successful example.

_______________
48 John Cameron Aspley, Survey of Modern Sales Organization (Chicago: Dartnell Corporation, 1920), section 4, 5-6.
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SIGNIFICANCE UNDER CRITERION B—For Association with Branch Manager Emil Louis Mayer 
Since the work of a branch manager in the IHC system was so closely intertwined with the goals of the 
company itself, much of the Criterion A argument is further supported by this Criterion B narrative.

In 1908, E. L. Mayer (as he was known in most published accounts per early twentieth century convention) 
became IHC’s branch manager in Pittsburgh (Figure 23). There, during more than a dozen years, he would 
oversee a period of remarkable financial and physical expansion that was recognized at the national level. 
Mayer was born around 1865 in Albany, New York.49 In 1879, he started at McCormick’s Columbus, Ohio 
branch, initially as an office boy and later as a salesman before being promoted to blockman. In 1903, after a 
stint in Indianapolis, he was transferred from the field to the office. In 1906, he became assistant manager of 
the Toledo Branch House before being promoted to Pittsburgh in 1908.50 Within two years, Mayer had the 
Pittsburgh Branch House regularly outpacing its IHC peers across the country in sales, as seen in the 
monthly publication of the company’s “Honor Roll” in The Harvester World. Final figures for 1910 placed the 
Pittsburgh branch seventh in cream harvesters (or cream separators) and ninth in auto vehicles for the 
entire United States and Canada (Figures 24 and 25).51

_______________
49 Marriage license application, Emil Louis Mayer and Eva Ford Jenny, Lucas County, Ohio, January 6, 1911.
50 “A Fifty-Four Line Branch Manager Has Gone,” The Harvester World 13, no. 2 (February 1922): 18.
51 “Final Honor Roll for 1910,” The Harvester World 2, no. 7 (April 1911): 13.

Figure 23. E.L. 
Mayer, from his 
IHC obituary (see 
footnote 50).

Figure 24. In just over a year, E.L. Mayer 
transformed the Pittsburgh Branch House 

into a top sales performer within the 
company. The Final Honor Roll for 1910 

shows two top-ten finishes in eight sales 
categories for what was then the 

Allegheny Branch, as indicated by the red 
stars (The Harvester World, April 1911).

Figure 25. IHC Dairymaid Cream 
Separator (International Harvester 
Company Annual Report, 1910, 32). 
The company also produced models 
called Blue Bell and Lily that year. 
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Pittsburgh Was Challenging Territory
These achievements by the Pittsburgh Branch House—especially regarding cream 
separator sales—are noteworthy since Mayer’s territory was far from the 
agricultural heartland of America. The Pittsburgh Branch House was repeatedly 
acknowledged in the pages of The Harvester World for being in a very difficult 
market. Mayer, who by 1910 had become a frequent contributor to the publication, 
wrote about this in March 1911, stating that “From an agricultural point of view, no 
one can accuse us of living in a land which flows with milk and honey.”52 Six months 
later, in an article titled “Agricultural Success in an Industrial Section,” he added that 
Pittsburgh was “an industrial, not an agricultural section; [and] that western 
Pennsylvania was productive of coal and oil, but not milk.”53

Also frequently noted were the challenges posed by the Pittsburgh region’s hilly 
topography. Unlike its peers in the Great Plains, the Pittsburgh Branch House had to 
attract farmers with a tractor that could reliably navigate a variety of rugged 
terrains. In 1913, International Harvester provided a solution when it introduced its 
8-16 Mogul Tractor, which quickly became popular for its reputation as a hill climber 
(Figure 26). The suitability of the Mogul 8-16 to Western Pennsylvania was noted 
in a number of issues of The Harvester World (two examples can be seen below, 
Figures 27 and 28). In the February 1917 edition, the Mogul 8-16 was simply dubbed 
“the master of hilly fields.”54 While this was not sufficient to propel the Pittsburgh 
Branch House into the Honor Roll for tractor sales, the branch ranked a respectable 
21st out of 91 branch houses in the company’s 1921 ten-week long Tractor Drive.55

_______________
52 E.L. Mayer, “The Call of 1911,” The Harvester World 2, no. 6 (March 1911): 19.
53 E.L. Mayer, “Agricultural Success in an Industrial Section,” The Harvester World 2, no. 11 (August 1911): 5.
54 The Harvester World 8, no. 2 (February 1917): 8.
55 “The Tractor Drive Uncovered Star Salesmen,” The Harvester World 12, no. 10 (October 1921): 7.

Figure 26. Excerpt from an undated Mogul 
8-16 catalog, ca. 1915.

Figure 27. The Harvester World 6, no. 11 (November 1915): 5.

.

Figure 28. The Harvester World 7, no. 10 (October 1916): 8.

.
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International Motor Vehicles 
When Mayer arrived in Pittsburgh in 1908, International Harvester had been 
selling motor vehicles for only a year. Their “Auto Wagons” or “Auto Buggies,” 
were essentially farm wagons that had been motorized (Figure 29). Within a 
few years, as refinements were made and features added, IHC began to 
distinguish between motor trucks and passenger vehicles and added the trade 
name “International” in 1914.56

In 1907, the company had produced 73 trucks, representing a little more than 
seven percent of the total U.S. production of approximately 1,000 trucks. At 
least one was known to have been sold by the Pittsburgh Branch House that 
first year because E.L. Mayer wrote about it in a June 1914 article in The 
Harvester World titled “A Pioneer Truck.” The article contained a photograph of 
the first truck sold by the Pittsburgh Branch House (Figure 30). Mayer 
explained that it was sold in Wheeling, West Virginia and was used initially “for 
the purposes of pleasure,” before being used to haul sand, cement and concrete 
for a local business.57

In 1908, International Harvester increased production tenfold, producing 725 
units. A year later, they more than tripled production, manufacturing 2,465 
units. By 1910, they were the largest producer of light trucks in the country.58 
Although they were initially known for being slow (early instruction booklets 
warned against exceeding 20 miles per hour), IHC vehicles quickly became 
known for their durability and longevity. In 1916, an International Model F 
truck was the first to climb Pike’s Peak; and in 1923, one owner attested to 
having driven his early Auto Wagon over 200,000 miles.59

Over the next half century, International Harvester continued to innovate 
and sold passenger vehicles until 1980, when manufacturing was ceased to 
concentrate on the company’s then-more-profitable lines of commercial 
trucks and school buses.

Mayer Rewarded with a Larger, Modernized Building
While Mayer and the team he led were successful selling farm implements, they excelled at establishing and expanding IHC’s 
motor vehicle market in the Pittsburgh area. In 1911, for the second year in a row, vehicle sales from the Pittsburgh Branch House 
finished in the Honor Roll’s top ten for the United States and Canada.60

Responding to Mayer’s success, International Harvester announced late in 1912 that it would build a four-story addition on the 
west side of the Pittsburgh Branch House and add an additional story to the existing building. The architect-of-record was 
August C. Wilmanns of Chicago, who worked regularly for IHC (and McCormick before that) and who had designed a number 
of branch houses throughout the U.S. and Canada; the interior arrangement, or building program, was overseen by William D. 
Price, Superintendent of Construction for IHC; and construction was by Rose & Fisher of Pittsburgh.61

Work on the expansion was completed within a year. In December 1913, The Harvester World featured a photo of the finished 
building (Figure 31, next page) and under the headline “E.L. Mayer Helps Pittsburgh Grow,” directly attributed the need for larger 
quarters to Mayer’s success, stating: “The accompanying picture is an inadequate photographic attempt to show the farm 
implement world the new headquarters recently provided for E.L. Mayer, general agent at Pittsburgh. After several years 
application of the form of enterprise and push which Mr. Mayer picked up in the old days at Indianapolis, it was seen that a 
_______________
56 International Harvester Company, Consumer Relations Department, “A History of International Trucks,” Press Release (25 April 1961).
57 Ibid.; E.L. Mayer, “A Pioneer Truck,” The Harvester World 5, no. 6 (June 1914): 2.
58 Patrick Foster, International Harvester Trucks: The Complete History, (Minneapolis: Quarto Publishing Group, 2015), 9.
59 IHC Press Release, 1961.
60 “Honor Roll: Final for 1911,” The Harvester World 3, no. 4 (April 1912): 15.
61 “Construction News,” Engineering News 68, no. 19 (14 November 1912): 329; Pittsburgh Press, 4 December 1912; “North Side Building News,” 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 4 December 1912; “E.L. Mayer Helps Pittsburgh Grow,” The Harvester World 4, no. 12 (December 1913): 15.

Figure 30. The first IHC motor truck sold by the 
Pittsburgh Branch House (see Mayer in footnote 15).

Figure 29. A 1907 Auto Buggy from IHC’s 1907 
owner’s manual.
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considerably larger edifice was required not only to accommodate the greatly increased business, but to meet the high grade 
ambitions which Mr. Mayer had for the future.”62

_______________
62 “E.L. Mayer Helps Pittsburgh Grow,” 15.
63 International Harvester Company Annual Report, 1907; adjusted for inflation based on the Bureau for Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index.
64 “E.L. Mayer Helps Pittsburgh Grow,” 15.
65 “Honor Roll: Final for 1913,” The Harvester World 5, no. 4 (April 1914): 11.
66 “New Manager of Motor Truck Sales,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 8 December 1918.

Figure 31. 1913 photograph 
showing the newly expanded 
Pittsburgh Branch House (The 
Harvester World 4, no. 12, 
December 1913, 15.

The investment by International Harvester in the Pittsburgh Branch House was substantial. The company’s 1913 annual report 
valued the addition at $91,127.49 (or almost $2.4 million dollars in 2020 terms, when adjusted for inflation).63 The building 
more than doubled in size, growing from approximately 20,000 square feet to approximately 45,000 square feet, with 
roughly 610,000 cubic feet of capacity and the ability to store 125 railroad cars worth of goods.64

Remarkably, Mayer and his branch house team continued to work through the construction and ended 1913 in the Honor Roll’s 
top ten for vehicle sales.65 After 1914, it appears that the Honor Roll was no longer printed in The Harvester World and that 
with the advent of World War I, the term was repurposed to memorialize IHC employees who had died in the conflict. 
However, sales and service of motor vehicles by the Pittsburgh Branch House continued during the war years, as can be seen 
in an advertisement on the next page (Figure 32).

Further Expansion
In December 1918, Mayer enticed A.H. Brown to leave his position as head of truck sales at Painter-Dunn (a Pittsburgh vehicle 
distributor that handled IHC trucks) to become the new manager of motor trucks sales for IHC’s Pittsburgh Branch House.66 
In early 1919, just five years after the addition to the branch house was built, Mayer and Brown announced that the motor 
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truck department was inadequate and that additional 
space was being leased. In April, the Pittsburgh Press 
reported the following: 

During the past months, the business of the 
International Harvester Co. has grown to such 
extent that it was necessary to make 
arrangements for more space in addition to 
what they already have at 810-826 North Ave., 
West, in order to give International truck 
owners the kind of service they appreciate and 
also live up to the International standard of 
service, which is founded upon their experience 
as manufacturers for over 80 years.

The new garage, which is much larger than the 
one in the rear of the International Harvester 
Co. building, will be used for a service station. 
This new building, together with the complete 
stock of parts, will give International trucks 
owners the best service in the city.67

The article indicated that truck service was offered in 
both buildings and not abandoned in the original branch 
house. This is further confirmed by a 1921 advertisement 
that shows a picture of the branch house building and a 
caption identifying it as “the service center of 
International Trucks for Pittsburgh and vicinity (Figure 
34, next page). The garage appears from historic 
Hopkins maps to have been located directly across from 
the branch house on West North Avenue, in a large brick 
building once occupied by the North Side Stair Company 
(Figure 33, below).

Figure 32. A World War One-era advertisement for the Pittsburgh Branch 
House (Pittsburgh Press, 22 April 1917).

_______________
67 “Harvester Company Lease Big Garage.” Pittsburgh Press, 6 April 1919. The designation 810-826 was sometimes used to refer to the subject 
building, which was more commonly known simply as 810 West North Avenue.

Figure 33. Excerpt from a compilation of 1923 G.M. Hopkins maps, showing the Pittsburgh Branch House at (A) and the leased service garage 
across the street at (B).

A

B
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Figure 34. 1921 advertisement for the Pittsburgh Branch House and its truck service (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 29 May 1921).
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After the new truck service building opened, Mayer and Brown led Pittsburgh in June 1919 to a first place finish in a national IHC 
truck sales competition.68 In April 1920, Brown reported in The Harvester World that the Pittsburgh Branch was experiencing “a 
300 percent increase over the [truck] sales of the preceding year.”69 And in a sign that the focus hadn’t turned exclusively to 
trucks, the branch house (as mentioned above) ranked 21st out of 91 branch houses in a 1921 tractor sales sales drive, having 
sold 529 units.70

The Legacy of E.L. Mayer
On December 28, 1921, Emil Louis Mayer died at his home at 46 South Balph Avenue in Bellevue, a suburb northwest of  
Pittsburgh. He was fifty-seven years old. Reporting on his passing was widespread, and included the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, The 
Harvester World, and the trade publications Farm Implement News, and Iron Age. Mayer was survived by his wife, Eva Ford Jenney 
(whom Mayer had met in the Toledo IHC office and married on January 4, 1911); a son, Harry Mayer, of Memphis; and a 
daughter, Jane Mayer, of Bellevue. He was preceded in death by his brother Adolph E. Mayer, who was Division Manager at 
International Harvester’s Chicago headquarters at the time of his death in 1911.71

Mayer’s obituary in The Harvester World was titled “A Fifty-Four-Line Branch Manager Has Gone,” referencing the fact that the 
Pittsburgh Branch House under Mayer offered every line of merchandise manufactured by International Harvester. 
Accomplishments cited in the tribute included forty-two years of service with the company (and its predecessors) and the fact 
that while in Pittsburgh, Mayer “increased the business every year and decreased the selling cost every year except one.” The 
challenges of Mayer’s particular market were again noted: “He had difficulties of soil, geography, buying habits and farming 
customs confronting him, but he nevertheless increased his business every year.”72 The vacancy caused by Mayer’s death was 
filled by the appointment of M.S. Cook, who had been assistant manager for several years.73

Part of Mayer’s success was attributed to a policy of giving attention to every line and neglecting none. While all branch 
managers had the support of programs and services emanating from IHC headquarters in Chicago, it seems that Mayer fully 
embraced the autonomy of the IHC branch model envisioned by Cyrus Hall McCormick, Jr. in 1902, as seen from the following 
examples:

• In 1913, Mayer ensured that International trucks featured prominently in the Old Home Week parade in Pittsburgh, which 
featured one thousand motor vehicles (Figure 35). The Harvester World described Mayer’s efforts as making sure “the 
Pittsburgh agency is jumping ahead on its motor truck sales.74

_______________

68 “Pittsburgh Takes First Place in Sales Contest,” Pittsburgh Gazette Times, 13 July 1919).
69 “Breezes from Pittsburgh,” The Harvester World 11, no. 4 (April 1920): 12.
70 “The Tractor Drive Uncovered Star Salesmen,” The Harvester World 12, no. 10 (October 1921): 7.
71 “Emil Louis Mayer,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 29 December 1921; “A Fifty-Four-Line Branch Manager Has Gone,” The Harvester World 13, no. 2 
(February 1922): 18; “Death of EL Mayer,”Farm Implement News 43, no. 2 (12 January 1922): 10; Iron Age 109, no. 1 (5 January 1922): 131.
72 “A Fifty-Four-Line Branch Manager Has Gone,” 18.
73 “Death of EL Mayer, Farm Implement News, 10.
74 “Elaborate Automobile Parade Held,” (Pittsburgh Press, 26 September 1913, 1, 6; Mayer and Motor Trucks,” The Harvester World 4, no. 11 
(November 1913):18.

Figure 35. View of some of the International Trucks in the September 1913 Old Home Week parade (Pittsburgh Press, 26 September 1913).

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House

NPS Form 10-900 
OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Section 8     Page 52

DRAFT



• That same year, Mayer instituted a two-month “agricultural campaign among the foreign population” of Pittsburgh. Held at 
the Pittsburgh YMCA, the series of programs featured motion pictures and slides from the IHC Service Bureau and offered 
lectures in different languages to “show the use and advantages of IHC machines.” Participation was expected to reach 
150,000 people.75

• In 1918, Mayer began to aggressively promote tractor schools throughout the Pittsburgh territory. Led by C.N. Lapp and 
W.A. Mensing, Pittsburgh Branch House admen and tractor specialists, the free courses aimed to educate farmers 
considering the switch from horse-drawn equipment and to help existing customers get the most from their investment—
especially during wartime labor shortages. One course in February 1918 was conducted at the Pittsburgh Branch House and 
attracted over one hundred farmers from five counties. A year later, after conducting fourteen more schools throughout the 
territory, the program returned to West North Avenue.76

• In 1920, the Pittsburgh Branch House began an active campaign to invite more people to visit the branch house (though the 
doors had always been open to the public) by adding an inset to their regular print advertising. One example, from April is 
typical: “You are cordially invited to visit our Showroom, and inspect our display of fully equipped trucks. We would like to 
show you our immense stock of repair parts and, in fact, have you see for yourself how we back up International Trucks with 
the vital force of after-sales service.”77

• That same year, The Harvester World announced in an article titled “She’s a Veteran Ad-Man,” that Mayer had hired Sarah 
Grace Ditmer to a prominent position in his advertising department. She had previously worked for the Harrisburg Branch 
House. While further research is needed to understand the significance of Mayer hiring a woman to head the position, this 
appears to have been a rarity. Searching electronic versions of The Harvester World suggests that advertising departments 
were predominantly male and that women rarely ascended above the position of clerk. Only one other instance of a female 
advertising manager from around the same time has been found—the January 1922 edition of The Harvester World reported 
the death of Miss Eva. M. Smith, “former ad-man” in the St. John, New Brunswick Branch House.78

ADDITIONAL SIGNIFICANCE UNDER CRITERION A— 
Following Mayer’s death, the Pittsburgh Branch House continued to build on the 
successful foundation that he had laid, as can be seen from the following 
examples for both trucks and farm equipment.  In April 1922, The Harvester 
World announced leaders in its Red Baby sales drive and Pittsburgh ranked 10th 
out of 91 branch houses.79 The term “Red Baby” referred to one-ton Model S 
trucks that were specially painted and offered for sale to International dealers 
(Figure 36). The idea was a response to the agricultural depression that 
followed World War One, and was seen as a way to brand IHC service vehicles. 
Vice President A.E. McKinstry wrote that “The Red Speed Truck is going to 
become the symbol of service and of business.”80 In 1923, the Red Baby drive 
recognized the IHC dealer in each state with the best annual increase in overall 
sales. Fowler & Fowler of Indiana, PA, led sales in the Commonwealth (earning a 
$1,000 check) and led to a fourth place national ranking by the Pittsburgh 
Branch House.81 Also in 1923, Pittsburgh blockman Jonathan Fugh led his peers 
in Baltimore, Harrisburg, Philadelphia and Pittsburgh in a sixty-day sales 
competition for Model 15-30 tractors.82 And in 1924, the Pittsburgh Branch House 
placed first in the company’s Eastern District for the sale of cream separators.83

_______________
75 “IHC Service Bureau,” The Harvester World 4, no. 7 (July 1913): 13. 
76 “Harvester Tractor School Draws Large Crowds,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 10 February 1918; “Tractor School Here Aims to Increase Crops,” 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 27 February 1919.
77 Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 4 April 1920.
78 “She’s a Veteran Ad-Man,” The Harvester World 13, no. 1 (January 1922): 23; “Death Brings Sadness,” The Harvester World 13, no. 1 (January 
1922): 16.
79 “Red Baby Trails: Branch Leaders in Sales,” The Harvester World 13, no. 4 (April 1922): 8.
80 A.E. McKinstry, “The Symbol of Service and Business,” The Harvester World 13, no. 3 (March 1922): 1.
81 “Red Baby $1,000 State Championship Prize Winners,” The Harvester World 15, no. 2 (February 1924): 22.
82 W.F. McAfee, “Harvester Organization in U.S. Sells 1,000 McCormick-Deering 15-30 Tractors in Off-Season Contest,” The Harvester World 
14, nos. 6-7 (June-July 1923): 10-11.
83 H.O. Alexander, “Ten Thousand Separators Enter New Homes,” The Harvester World 15, no. 6-7 (July 1924): 6.

Figure 36. An International Harvester Red Baby 
Truck, as seen in an excerpt from a July 1922 
National Geographic advertisement.
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The Dominance of Truck Sales
1925 marked a major shift in the provision of motor truck sales and service for IHC in Pittsburgh. In October of that year, as the 
result of rapidly increasing truck sales and the resulting demands on staff and space, a separate Pittsburgh motor truck branch was 
created within the Pittsburgh Branch House.84 Two months later, a sprawling, single-story, brick building at 5200 Penn Avenue 
(Figure 37) in the city’s East End had been secured and most motor truck operations were relocated, though it appears that some 
limited service remained at the West North Avenue location and that the new facility still fell under the supervision of the 
Pittsburgh Branch House manager.85

Nationwide, International Truck sales 
continued to increase throughout the 1920s. 
By 1930, the company advertised that their 
truck production had increased seven-fold 
during the previous decade, while total truck 
production in the country only doubled 
(Figure 38). Locally, sales continued to be 
exceptional. In 1930, the Pittsburgh Branch 
House won both titles in an IHC Eastern 
district truck sales competition, with H.C. 
McDivitt leading all blockmen and  F.W. 
Ulery leading all local salesmen (Figure 39).86  

_______________
84 “Changes in Branch House Management,” The Harvester World 16, no. 10 (October 1925): 9.
85 “International Harvester Delivers Fleet of Nineteen Trucks,” Pittsburgh Daily Post, 20 December 1925.
86 “The Fighting Spirit Wins,” The Harvester World 21, no. 10 (October 1930): 20.

Figure 37. Most Pittsburgh IHC truck operations moved to 5200 Penn Avenue in 1925 (Pittsburgh Daily Post, 20 December 1925).

Figure 38. Excerpt of an advertisement from The Saturday Evening Post, showing the 
growth of IHC truck production (black line on graph) versus overall industry growth 
(red line).

Figure 39. H.C. McDivitt and F.W. Ulery helped 
propel Pittsburgh to the number one position in 
truck sales in 1930 (The Harvester World, October 
1930).
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International Trucks—Serving Pittsburgh Businesses in the Early Twentieth Century

Beginning with E. L. Mayer’s tenure, International Harvester trucks were a leading brand purchased by businesses and 
service providers in the Pittsburgh region throughout the first half of the twentieth century. Fleets of International 
Trucks were purchased through the Pittsburgh Branch House by corporate leaders like Armour & Co., American 
Express, American Telephone & Telegraph, Gulf Refining Company, Standard Oil Company, Wells Fargo, Pittsburgh 
Paints, the W.J. Gilmore Drug Company, and the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Additional examples can be seen below.

Figure 40. U.S Mail, North Side (The 
Harvester World, June 1911).

Figure 41. Bell Telephone (The 
Harvester World, February 1918).

Figure 42. National Biscuit Company  (Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette, 26 May 1918).

Figure 43. Lewis & Fox, Braddock, 1920 
(Wisconsin Historical Society).

Figure 44. East Liberty Wholesale 
Grocery Co., 1924 (Wisconsin Historical 
Society).

Figure 46. Exhibitors Service Company (International Trail, March 1931).

Figure 48. H.J. Heinz Co. (International Trail, August 1932).Figure 47. Barsotti Bros., Grocers & Bakers, 
1926 (Wisconsin Historical Society).

Figure 45. Sewickley Valley Ambulance, 
1925 (Wisconsin Historical Society).
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Beginning in 1928, IHC began a sales recognition program known as the Triple-Diamond 
Club (named after the company’s logo at the time), to honor top truck salesmen (Figure 
49). That first year, Pittsburgh ranked eleventh in the corporation through the efforts of 
S.T. McFadden; the branch was also recognized for having the most Triple-Diamond 
salesmen in the Eastern District, at thirteen.87 In 1929, Pittsburgh moved up to third and 
eighth places through the efforts of A.L. Holshaw and S.T. McFadden, respectively; and 
maintained its district lead with thirteen members.88 Records could not be found for 1930 
and 1931, but in 1932, Pittsburgh’s ranked ninth as a result of sales by W.C. Young.89

By 1933, truck operations had outgrown the Penn Avenue location (as well as a subsequently added location near Wilkinsburg), 
prompting a consolidation and move to a larger building at Centre and South Millvale Avenues in the heart of Pittsburgh’s 
“Automobile Row,” continuing the company’s focus on the wealthy East End of the city (Figure 50). Containing 45,000 square 
feet, it had the same amount of floor space as the entire branch house on West North Avenue, along with an additional 10,000 
square feet of outdoor space for parking and displaying models to the public. This move marked the end of vehicle-related 
operations at West North Avenue, which had begun in 1907. Advertisements over the subsequent decade would distinguish 
between the two facilities with the terms “motor truck branch” and “farm equipment branch.”90 Truck sales continued at the 
South Millvale Avenue location into the late 1960s. A new truck sales and service facility, which was constructed at 1301 Beaver 
Avenue on Pittsburgh’s Northside in 1965, appears from newspaper advertising to have operated into the early 1980s.91

Sales and Service into Mid-Century
Even though vehicle sales and service were relocated, the Pittsburgh Branch House on West North Avenue continued to operate 
until 1959. However, it appears from the dearth of coverage in The Harvester World, related online databases from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, and local newspapers, that the farm equipment branch failed to distinguish itself as a unique or significant 
retail force within the company during this time.

Throughout the 1940s and 1950s, International Harvester diversified its non-vehicle lines and attempted to capitalize on the 
post-World-War II housing boom. In Evansville, Indiana, a plant that had been constructed in 1942 to build P-47 Thunderbolt 
fighters for Republic Aviation was converted by IHC to house the company’s new division for commercial and residential 
refrigeration and air conditioning equipment.92 In January 1947, the company “introduced its IH 11-FC freezer as its initial entry 
in the field of home refrigeration sales.” The J.A. Williams Company of Pittsburgh was chosen to receive one of twelve inaugural 
distributorships, with sales at the Pittsburgh Branch House soon following (Figure 51, next page).93

_______________
87 “The Triple Diamondeers,” The Harvester World 20, no. 4 (April 1929): 6.
88 “More Quality Truck Salesmen Win the Emblem,” The Harvester World 21, no. 2 (February 1930): 19.
89 “1932 Top-Notchers,” The Harvester World 24, nos. 1-2 (January-February 1933): 19.
90 “International Harvester Occupies New Building,” Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph, 3 December 1933; “Production! for Food. . .for Arms,” 
advertisement, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 28 May 1941.
91 “Groundbreaking Set for Harvester Bldg.,” Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 17 November 1964.
92 Robert M. Taylor, et al., Indiana: A New Historical Guide, (Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1989), 193.
93 J.B. Mann, “IH Refrigeration Enters City Markets,” The Harvester World 39, nos. 5-6 (May-June 1948): 12, 14.

Figure 49. International Harvester’s red 
triple-diamond logo from the 1920s.

Figure 50. International Harvester’s new motor truck branch at 936 South Millvale Avenue nearing completion, as seen in the Pittsburgh Sun 
Telegraph, 3 December 1933.
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Despite a marketing campaign highlighting that their appliances were 
“femineered,” or designed with a high degree of input from women, and a novel 
way to customize refrigerator doors in seven minutes with any fabric (Figure 52), 
the company left the over-saturated appliance market in 1955, selling its 
manufacturing plant to Whirlpool Seeger.94

In 1959, the International Harvester Branch House ceased operations at West 
North Avenue after fifty-seven years. In July of that year, the company opened a 
new, 45,000-square-foot, regional farm implement showroom at 100 Ferry Street 
in Leetsdale, about fifteen miles northwest of Pittsburgh on the Ohio River.95

City directories list the West North Avenue building as vacant from 1959 through 
1962. In July 1962, Regis and Mark Guckert of the Guckert Land Company 
purchased the property. For the next half-century, the building was home to the 
Harry Guckert Company, Inc., a printing supply and equipment firm. In 2015, the 
family sold the property to 810 West North Avenue LP, though the Guckert 
Company continued to maintain an office on the first floor through July 2020.96

Figure 51. International Harvester advertisement for refrigerators and freezers available through the Pittsburgh Branch House and other 
retailers (Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 20 May 1950).

_______________
94 “International Harvester Sells Evansville Plan, Equipment,” Princeton Daily Clarion (Princeton, Indiana), 27 September 1955.
95 International Harvester Company, Press Release (16 July 1959).
96 Allegheny County Deeds; 810 North Avenue LP. 

Figure 52. 1951 Decorator Refrigerator ad, 
featuring do-it-yourself door customization.
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Figure 53. 1952 view of the building in its final years as the Pittsburgh Branch House (photo credit: unknown).

Figure 54. 1980 view of the building showing the signage in the cornice for the Harry Guckert Company painted over the International 
Harvester signage (Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation, Historic Resource Survey Form).
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SIGNIFICANCE UNDER CRITERION C—
For Association with the Classical Revival Style and IHC’s Building Program and Branding

The Pittsburgh Branch House is significant as an example of the Classical Revival style that exhibits a high-level of design, 
materials, and workmanship and for embodying the distinctive architectural characteristics and programmatic organization 
developed by International Harvester to brand and operate its buildings during the company’s first two decades—particularly 
under architect August C. Wilmanns and IHC Superintendent of Construction William D. Price.
 
Classical Revival Style & August C. Wilmanns
The 1902 building with its visually integrated 1913 addition is significant as a high-integrity, Classical Revival Style example of 
the warehouse building typology and is noted for design qualities not often observed on this type of utilitarian building. As the 
architect-of-record, Wilmanns would likely have taken the lead drawing and specifying the exterior detailing, while it is known 
from IHC archival material that Price established overall design direction and led development of the interior arrangement of the 
company’s branch houses (though the two no doubt would have worked closely together on many aspects of the design).

August C. Wilmanns
Architect August C. Wilmanns practiced in Chicago for a half-century and was professor of architectural construction at the 
Armour Institute of Technology for twenty years. For many years, he served as treasurer of the Chicago Architectural Club. He 
also served in that capacity for the Architectural League of America, which was founded in 1899 in Chicago to forge working 
relationships between architectural clubs around the country, coordinate traveling exhibitions and promote education that they 
felt was more relevant to American urban environments and the design of tall buildings than the Ecole des Beaux Arts 
approaches of the day.97 In 1921, Wilmanns was part of a committee of the Illinois Society of Architects organized to formulate 
the state’s first building code.98 He died at his home in Chicago in 1951 at age 82.99 In addition to designing the expansion of the 
Pittsburgh Branch House, he is known to have designed branch houses and other facilities for International Harvester in Grand 
Forks, North Dakota; Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada; St. Paul, Minnesota (for McCormick); and Chicago (for McCormick, with 
James H. Haskins, et. al.).100

Programmatic Organization & William D. Price
In the March 1911 issue of The Harvester World, William D. Price, Superintendent of Construction for IHC, described the criteria 
the company had developed for a standardized economical branch house and highlighted eleven branch houses constructed in 
1910 as case studies.101 Almost all of the Price’s criteria were shortly thereafter incorporated into the Pittsburgh Branch House 
renovation and expansion:

Site / Inventory Management
IHC Standard: Adjacent to rail lines with “Ample trackage, large and substantial shipping platforms, and high speed elevators, 
[which] all contribute in no small degree to the easy, rapid, and profitable handling of goods. Canopies or roofs over platforms 
are desirable features, not only affording additional storage, but protection to the working force in inclement weather.”

Pittsburgh: The branch house was constructed next to the Pittsburgh, Fort Wayne & Chicago Railway (now Norfolk Southern 
Railroad). Originally, the railroad siding was at grade (i.e., at the same elevation as the adjacent tracks) with loading into the 
basement. When the building was expanded in 1913, the rail siding (measuring 120 feet in length) was elevated and the loading 
dock moved to the first floor, in keeping with more typical IHC designs at the time. The building’s original freight elevator was 
removed and two new ones installed—a large, centralized model with front and rear doors serving all floors of the original 
building and the addition and, later, a smaller one serving just the addition (and only floors one through three). There is no 
indication that the Pittsburgh Branch House ever had a canopy over its rail siding or loading dock, and Price admitted in his 
article that “It is unfortunate that the canopy roofs over platforms are frequently sacrificed to bring the building within the limit 
of the appropriation granted.” 

_______________
97 “The Architectural League of America,” list of officers for 1900-1901, The Inland Architect and News Record 36, no. 2 (September 1900): 9; 
Jeffrey Welch, “Pure Design: Emil Lorch, Architectural Education, and Michigan,” Awards, AIA Huron Valley 3 (October 2019): 8.
98 “Revising Building Code,” The Times (Streator, Illinois), 30 August 1921. 
99 “August C. Wilmanns,” obituary, Chicago Tribune, 8 February 1951.
100 Grand Forks Herald, 26 April 1906; “782 Main Street—International Harvester Building,” List of Historical Resources, City of Winnipeg; 
“Construction and Contract News —St. Paul—Building Permits,” The Improvement Bulletin 23, no. 26 (May 18, 1901): 13; Art Institute of Chicago, 
“Building Index of Selected Chicago Architectural Monographs,” Finding Aid, 16 February 2014.
101 W.D. Price, “Construction Work for International Harvester Company of America, 1910,” The Harvester World 2, no. 6 (March 1911): 4-6; 
Tipler. section 8, p. 7.

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form
International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House

NPS Form 10-900 
OMB Control No. 1024-0018

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania

Section 8     Page 59

DRAFT



Materials/Construction
IHC Standard: Price used the term “brick and mill construction,” referring to brick on the exterior and heavy timber construction 
on the interior (wood posts, beams and floors).

Pittsburgh: The building is constructed in the expected brick and mill manner.

Stories
IHC Standard: The majority of branch houses had four floors plus a basement (larger branch houses of this era might have five 
stories, while smaller ones might have three).

Pittsburgh: The building has four floors plus basement, with the basement being full-height since it originally served as the main 
shipping and receiving area.

Interior Column Spacing
IHC Standard: Price specified “modified mill construction,” in regard to interior column spacing, stating that “In strictly mill 
constructed buildings, the rows of posts are placed quite close together, usually not to exceed eight to ten feet apart.”

Pittsburgh: The building exhibits modified mill construction, with column spacing on the north-south axis measuring sixteen feet 
and on the east-west axis measuring twelve, fourteen or sixteen feet, depending on location.

Overall Capacity
IHC Standard: While Price did not explicitly indicate a standard storage capacity, the average building size for the eleven case 
studies in his article was has been calculated to be 47,211 square feet; the average capacity in terms of rail cars worth of goods 
that could be stored in the building was calculated to be 105.

Pittsburgh: The building matches the case studies. The previously cited 1913 article from The Harvester World titled “E.L. Mayer 
Helps Pittsburgh Grow,” indicated approximately 45,000 square feet of space, while a 1962 IHC building inventory lists a 
capacity of 49,442 square feet.102 The 1913 article listed storage capacity as an above-average 125 rail cars.

Interior Features and Arrangement
IHC Standard: Price called for “light, roomy, and comfortable offices,” “large show rooms, finished, heated, and lighted in the 
best manner,” “commodious vaults. . .and large rooms for advertising matter,” and “that most essential factor, storage” for 
everything from “tractor engines” to “automobiles used for demonstrating purposes.” Commenting on the need for display 
space, Price noted, “Not many years ago, showrooms were thought unnecessary. Now that we handle engines, wagons, cream 
separators, automobiles, and tillage implements, the necessity of space to exhibit them is apparent and there is a growing 
demand for neat, roomy, well-lighted display rooms.”

Pittsburgh: The building contains all of the features cited by Price. The second floor retains it’s six inter-connected offices from 
1913 with their windowed partitions and abundant natural light from the adjacent windows of the south facade. To the north and 
east are large showrooms with plentiful windows and direct access by stair from the front door. Both the offices and showroom, 
which would have received the public, retain their ornate tin ceilings and decorated wood column covers. In the office suite is a 
specialized room featuring a full wall of storage nooks and dividers to hold advertising materials; this is adjacent to a large walk-
in vault. Most of the rest of the building would have been used for service (most likely on the first floor for ease of access) and 
storage (basement, third and fourth floors). The 1913 article indicated that the 45,000 square feet of space was allocated as 
follows:  Repair department: 7,722 SF (first floor and, given the square footage, most likely the western side of the second floor); 
Show Room: 2,294 SF; Sales Department: 2,147 SF; Collections Department: 1,303 SF; with the remainder being Storage and 
related functions like shipping and receiving.

A National Register nomination for the Madison, Wisconsin Branch House offers further insights into the standardized 
arrangement of spaces at that time and tells a story that closely parallels that of the Pittsburgh Branch House. Originally 
constructed in 1898 as a McCormick Branch House, the Madison building was enlarged in size in 1909. Per IHC standards, 
capacity was doubled, offices were moved from the first to the second floor and provided with more space in order to better 
serve customers, a large showroom was created on the second floor adjoining the sales rooms, and a second elevator was 
added. As with the Pittsburgh Branch House, the expansion in Madison created a showroom and offices that were ornate, with 
“stamped tin ceilings and encased beams.” Similarly, “All offices have windowed partition walls, which maintain openness and 
light communicating among the rooms.”104

_______________
102 International Harvester Company and International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd., “Areas of Branch Houses, Service Stations and 
Dealers’ Buildings,” compiled by Industrial Engineering and Construction Department, October 14, 1958, updated 1962.
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Fire Protection
IHC Standard: Price indicated that “Elevators and stairways are enclosed in brick walls with openings provided with 
automatically closing doors.” In addition, given the dimensions of the wood timbers, the prescribed modified-mill construction 
was an IHC standard because it was considered fire resistant. 

Pittsburgh: The branch house contains these fire protection features.

Appearance/Brand
IHC Standard: Price emphasized a uniform look that would make the company’s buildings recognizable: “Through an express 
wish of the management, these buildings have been made as nearly alike in appearance and design as the varying conditions of 
size, location, and surroundings would permit; the idea being that whether north, south, east, or west, their appearance would 
stamp them at once as “International. . . .We have tried to make the buildings strong in appearance as well as in construction, 
and the exteriors, while plain and moderate as far as expense is concerned, have a substantial look which goes to prove that 
they are there to stay.”

Pittsburgh: As can be seen from the five photographs that accompanied Price’s article (Figures 56-60, next page), the 
Pittsburgh Branch House fit the mold and was easily recognizable as an International Harvester building. Despite it’s unique 
footprint, stemming from the siting of the rail line diagonally to the street grid, the building shares the same overall form, multi-
story massing, brick wall cladding, and paired double-hung sash windows as its peers (though with unique muntin patterns). 
Additionally, it shares the tall upper cornice/parapet, which on virtually every IHC branch house was utilized for signage that 
advertised the company’s name (usually on multiple facades).

William D. Price
Superintendent of Construction William Douglas Price was born September 25, 1858 in Chicago (Figure 55).104 His grandfather, 
Cornelius Price, was a contractor who migrated from Watkins Glen, New York in the 1830s, settling in Libertyville, north of 
Chicago. There, he taught his sons the building trades and two of them, William (our subject’s father and the eighth postmaster 
of Chicago) and Cornelius, formed the company C. & W. Price. In 1881, William D. Price joined the firm and began learning the 
contracting business from his father.105 

Six years later, he “entered the employ of the McCormick Company in 1897 as superintendent of 
construction, following a connection first established in 1886 when, as a contractor, he built an addition 
to the blacksmith shop at [the] McCormick Works. In the period from 1886 to 1897, he was in charge of 
the construction of many buildings for the McCormick Company, including branch houses at Council 
Bluffs, Iowa; Sioux Falls, South Dakota; Jackson, Michigan; and Columbus, Ohio.”106

Price served as Superintendent of Construction from 1897 to 1931. During this period, he oversaw 
planning and construction of all buildings in the United States and Canada (first for McCormick and 
then for International Harvester). Some of the projects in which he is attributed as the architect include 
branch houses in Amarillo, Texas;  Peoria, Illinois; Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada; Salt Lake City, Utah; 
Sioux City, Iowa; and Sioux, Falls, South Dakota; the IHC tractor plant in Fort Wayne, Indiana; and the 
First Aid Building at the McCormick Works in Chicago.107

In 1931, he became consulting architect to the newly formed Industrial Engineering and Construction Department—a 
reorganization of existing IHC activities related to improving buildings, factory equipment and work processes.108 While Price 
was frequently referred to as an architect and sometimes an engineer in IHC and newspaper articles and in trade publications, 
no evidence has been found to indicate that he ever received formal education in those fields. He may simply have come of age 
professionally at a time when one could still obtain such skills on the job.

Figure 55. W.D. Price 
(The Harvester World, 
March 1911).

_______________
103 Tipler, section 7, p. 2.
104 Cook County Illinois Death Records.
105 Herma Clark, “When Chicago was Young,” Chicago Tribune, 28 April 1935; “Funeral for W.D. Price Will Be Held Tomorrow, Chicago Tribune, 
18 June 1939.
106 “W.D. Price,” obituary, The Harvester World 30, no.s. 7-8 (July-August 1939): 24.
107 “International Harvester Building,” Amarillo, Texas, State Historical Marker; Edward J. Russo and Curtis R. Mann. “International Harvester 
Building,” Peoria, Illinois. National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form. Sangamon Researchers. June 15, 2005, NRHP Reference # 
05001254; “Regina,” Canadian Farm Implements 6, no. 3 (March 1910): 34; Salt Lake Herald-Republican, 27 October 1916; Sioux City Journal, 16 
September 1909; Argus-Leader, Sioux Falls, SD, 20 December 1910; Fort Wayne Journal-Gazette, 8 September 1920; Edith S. Reider, “The New 
First Aid Building at McCormick Works,” The Harvester World 7, no. 1 (January 1916): 31.

Section 8     Page 61

DRAFT



Price retired in 1932 after thirty-five years of service.109 He died June 16, 1939 at his home in Libertyville. He was eighty years old. 
He was survived by a daughter, Grace Fletcher, and a brother, Melvin, of Los Angeles.110 The significance of his passing was 
marked by his obituary being published in the New York Times in addition to The Harvester World.111

Examples of Standardized Branch House Designs by W.D. Price from 1910

_______________
108 “The New Industrial Engineering and Construction Department,” The Harvester World 22, no. 5 (May 1931): 10.
109 “W.D. Price,” The Harvester World 23, nos. 3-4 (April 1932): 20.
110 “W.D. Price,” obituary, The Harvester World 30, nos. 7-8 (July-August 1939): 24.
111 “William Douglas Price,” obituary, New York Times, 18 June 1939.

Figure 56. Albany Branch House (The 
Harvester World, March 1911).

Figure 57. Bismarck Branch House (The 
Harvester World, March 1911).

Figure 58. Denver Branch House (The 
Harvester World, March 1911).

Figure 59. Minot Branch House (The 
Harvester World, March 1911).

Figure 60. Sioux City Branch House (The 
Harvester World, March 1911).
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COMPARABLE RESOURCES
In Pennsylvania, International Harvester had branch houses in Harrisburg and 
Philadelphia, in addition to Pittsburgh. 

HARRISBURG
As the map in Figure 61 shows, Harrisburg actually had two IHC branch houses 
in the early decades of the twentieth century (indicated by the two concentric 
circles). One at 813-815 Market Street served as the primary, full-line sales and 
service location. The other at 619 Walnut Street offered products from the 
company’s Osborne Division, of which IHC ultimately divested in 1918 as part 
of its antitrust compromise. As in Pittsburgh, the company developed 
additional facilities throughout the twentieth century as it grew and diversified 
its product lines. 

813-815 Market Street
The IHC Harrisburg Branch House at 813-815 Market Street (Figures 62 and 63) offered the most direct comparison with the 
Pittsburgh Branch House, especially in terms of its history and function within the company. However, it was demolished in the 
middle of the twentieth century and can no longer serve as a comparable extant example.

Completed in 1898, this was originally a branch 
of the McCormick Harvesting Machine Company 
before becoming part of  International Harvester 
with the merger in 1902. The three-story, brick 
building with basement contained 24,000 
square feet of space initially and was expanded 
to 40,000 square feet in 1910 (ending up slightly 
smaller than its Pittsburgh counterpart, which 
had 45,000 square feet after its expansion).112

The building was constructed in an austere 
Classical Revival style with little ornament aside 
from some limited stonework, brick pilasters and  
a slightly projecting cornice. IHC sold agricultural 
equipment and motor vehicles from this location. 

Figure 61. Excerpt from a 1907 map, showing IHC 
branch houses in Pennsylvania (See Figure 22 for  
full map and citation).

Figure 62 (above). Excerpt from a 1905 Sanborn 
Fire Insurance Company map, showing the 
Harrisburg Branch House in the lower left corner 
on Market Street near South 10th Street.

Figure 63 (left). A picture of the Harrisburg 
Branch House in 1910 shortly after its rear 
addition was completed. With the construction,  
the 50-foot wide building grew from 120 feet 
deep to 200 feet deep (International Harvester 
Company Annual Report, 1910, 39).

_______________
112 “Farm Equipment Firm Moves to New Quarters,” The [Harrisburg] Evening News, 11 December 1939, 9. 
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The 1910 Honor Roll, shown in Figure 24, suggests that the branch met with some success, finishing fourth nationally that year 
in engine sales. It served as the branch house until 1939.

619 Walnut Street
The Osborne Division Branch House at 619 Walnut Street (just two-tenths 
of a mile to the northeast of the branch house on Market Street) appears 
to have had a relatively short existence, making comparisons difficult. The 
building is shown in a Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map from 1905, 
but is listed as vacant. The 1911 IHC Annual Report includes a picture of the 
building (Figure 64) in a feature titled “New Agency Warehouses,” and 
indicates that this was an “alteration to present building to provide new 
offices and showroom.”113 An article from 1915 indicates that the building 
had become the International Motor Truck Department, having recently 
been “occupied by the Osborne Division of the International Harvester 
Company.”114 A Sanborn map from 1929 indicates that the building was no 
longer affiliated with IHC and was being used as a home appliances 
warehouse. Today, the site is occupied by Forum Place (555 Walnut 
Street), a ten-story, late-twentieth century office building. 

712 South Cameron Street
The building at 712 South Cameron Street is one of two known extant IHC resources in Harrisburg (Figure 65). Constructed in 
1926, with additions in 1929 and 1939, this single-story, brick building served as IHC’s Motor Truck Division after the Walnut 
Street location became too small.115 As was the case in Pittsburgh, truck-related functions were originally located in the main 
branch house, but rapid growth necessitated larger, specialized showrooms and repair facilities. A 1962 IHC building inventory 
lists a capacity of 51,492 square feet of floor space, making it slightly larger than the 45,000 square-foot capacity of the 1933 
truck facility in Pittsburgh at Centre and South Millvale Avenues. Advertisements for IHC trucks at this address appear in 
historic newspapers through 1989, suggesting a six-decade connection with the company. In 2006, a Historic Resources Survey 
form for this property was developed (listed at 706 South Cameron, PHMC Key # 143139). The Pennsylvania State Historic 
Preservation Office determined in December of that year that the property was not historically or architecturally significant and 
was not eligible for listing in the National Register. Having been constructed two-decades later and having been dedicated 
exclusively to truck sales and service, this resources does not offer ready comparisons to the Pittsburgh Branch House. 

_______________
113 International Harvester Company Annual Report, 1911, 45.
114 “Motor Truck Department of I.H.C. in Walnut St.,” Harrisburg Telegraph, 2 February 1915, 5.
115 International Harvester Company and International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd., “Areas of Branch Houses, Service Stations and 
Dealers’ Buildings.” 

Figure 64. The Osborne Division 
Branch House  (International Harvester 

Company Annual Report, 1911, 45).

Figure 65. The former IHC Motor Truck Division at 712 South Cameron Street (Google Street View).
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1035 Maclay Street (alternately listed as 1017-1033 Maclay Street in some sources)
The other known extant International Harvester Company resource in Harrisburg is located at 1035 Maclay Street (Figures 66 
and 67, below). On December 11, 1939, IHC officially moved its branch house to a new Moderne style building across the street 
from the State Farm Show Complex after being located on Walnut Street for forty-one years. They opened to the public the next 
day. The “General Line Branch House” was primarily a single-story warehouse with a two-story head house that contained a 
7,174-square-foot showroom with offices above. Overall, the building contained 74,753 square feet of floor space, making it 
considerably larger than its counterpart in Pittsburgh at that time.116 The building was heralded as “the largest warehouse in 
Harrisburg,” with its showroom having “the largest plate glass show windows” in the city (many of which remain today, though 
there have been some replacements).117

The building was designed by Harrisburg architect, William Lynch Murray, suggesting that the company placed less emphasis 
on standardization of design after W.D. Price’s retirement in 1932. The general contractor was S.W. Shoemaker & Son. 
Structural steel was provided by C. Frank Class and the “Glen-Gery solid brick walls” (with their Moderne rounded corners) 
were erected by W.F. Keiser & Co.118 A broad range of products was available at the new facility, including “farm tractors, 
industrial tractors and power units, horse drawn and power operated machines, dairy equipment, binder twine and repairs.”119 
Truck sales and service remained at the Cameron Street location.120

In November 1967, International Harvester announced that it would replace the Maclay Street facility with a “shop-showroom-
warehouse unit” to be leased in Fairview Township across the Susquehanna River in York Township (at the Reeser’s Summit exit 
of the Susquehanna Expressway).121 In 2019, the Maclay Street property was purchased by the Pennsylvania Entertainment 
Group, which had been a tenant in the building for the previous four years.122

While there is overlap in the years of operation of the Maclay Street Branch House and the Pittsburgh Branch House from 1939 
to 1959, comparisons are difficult to make. The Pittsburgh Branch House represented the first generation of building design by 
IHC (with even older planning and organizational antecedents, since the original building was inherited from McCormick 
Harvesting). It was urban and vertical in its expression and spatial arrangement. By contrast, the Harrisburg Branch House of 
1939 was a modern, third-generation, suburban concept, where the facility was almost entirely on one floor surrounded by 
parking (see Philadelphia, below, for a discussion of IHC’s second-generation of design thinking). Comparisons are further 
hindered by the heyday of the Pittsburgh Branch House having ended six years before Maclay Street was even built. 
Construction technology, customer bases and periods of significance are too disparate to afford much meaningful contrast.

_______________
116 International Harvester Company and International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd., “Areas of Branch Houses, Service Stations and 
Dealers’ Buildings.”
117 The Harrisburg Telegraph, 19 May 1939, 13; The [Harrisburg] Evening News, 11 December 1939, 9.
118 The [Harrisburg] Evening News, 11 December 1939, 8.
119 Ibid., 9.
120 “New Warehouse Proposed Here,” The [Harrisburg] Evening News, April 25, 1939, 1,19.
121 “Firm at Harrisburg Relocating Along Expressway,” York Dispatch, 15 November 1967, 26.
122 “Large Building across from the Pa. Farm Show Complex has New Owner,” Pennsylvania Real-Time News, 6 August 2019. 

Figure 66 (above). A contemporary 
view of the Maclay Street building 
(Google Street View).

Figure 67 (right). Representation of 
the building in opening-day publicity 

(The [Harrisburg] Evening News,
11 December 1939).
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PHILADELPHIA

2903-2909 North 16th Street (alternately listed as 2905 North 16th Street in some sources)
In November 1922, International Harvester Company opened its newly-constructed Philadelphia Branch House at 2903-2909 
North 16th Street in the city’s Allegheny West neighborhood (Figures 68 and 69, next page).123 Designed in the Commercial 
architectural style by W.D. Price, the $350,000, five-story, rectangular, red-brick-clad, reinforced concrete building marked a 
major improvement in service delivery. Previously, the company sold merchandise through affiliated dealers and through a 
smaller branch house and service facilities distributed across multiple buildings in the city’s Logan Square neighborhood. An 
advertisement from October 1915 indicated that the “Philadelphia Branch—Main Office” was at 216-218 and 220 North 23rd 
Street with a showroom at 209-211 and 213 22nd Street.124 The company also had a motor truck facility around the corner at 
2217 Race Street. All of these appear to have relocated to the new building once it opened.125 While resources appear to have 
been scattered across several blocks, this earlier iteration of the Philadelphia Branch House succeeded in selling motor vehicles, 
as seen in the 1910 IHC Honor Roll (Figure 24), placing first in auto vehicles and third in engines.

The new facility consisted of a five-story branch house and a one-story service building. The former acted as a distribution 
building, containing shipping and receiving spaces on the first floor, a showroom and offices on the 2nd floor (as had become 
the IHC standard), and stock rooms and storage rooms in the basement and on the third through fifth floors.126 The service 
building featured a receiving area and repair bays for trucks and other IHC equipment. Overall capacity was 75,962 square feet, 
making it 30,000 square feet larger than the Pittsburgh Branch House.127

For its first seven years, the facility operated as full-line branch house, featuring both agricultural equipment and motor vehicles. 
In September 1929, in an acknowledgment of the increasing importance of truck sales, IHC moved its truck operations out of the 
building to a new, company-owned, two-story motor truck branch at 660 East Erie Avenue. An account of the event in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer stated that “The International Harvester Company of America, while a national leader among truck 
manufacturers since 1907, has just recently decided to enter the Philadelphia territory in a bigger way, hence the new 
investments in this city.”128 The article concluded by clarifying the role the North 16th Street facility would play: “The large, six-
story building which has been occupied by the company since 1922, at 2905 North Sixteenth Street, North Philadelphia, will be 
retained by the Agricultural and Industrial Tractor Departments.” This division of major operations by merchandise type 
parallels the 1919 decision in Pittsburgh to move most of its motor truck repair services across the street, followed in 1925 by the  
relocation of most truck operations from West North Avenue to a separate facility at 5200 Penn Avenue—resulting in the 
distinct nomenclature of “motor truck branch” and “farm equipment branch” moving forward.

Despite the disparity in size, the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia Branch Houses contained many similar organizational and design 
features. Both were multi-story warehouse-type buildings located on rail lines in urban industrial centers. They featured loading 
docks and receiving spaces on their first floors, offices and showrooms on their second floors, and merchandise and parts 
storage throughout the remaining floors. They both offered extensive service and repair functions onsite, as documented above 
for the Pittsburgh Branch House, despite an assertion in the 2018 National Register nomination for the Philadelphia building, 
which stated that “the Pittsburgh building . . . did not have the service, repair or inspection functions found in the subject 
property.”129 Both were full-line branch houses, with significant trade in motor trucks, which led to the creation of separate, off-
site motor truck branches and a subsequent refocusing of efforts on agricultural equipment. 

The design component that is most dissimilar relates to the structural systems used in each building. As noted, the Pittsburgh 
Branch House represented first-generation IHC design thinking, with its modified-mill construction of brick bearing walls and 
heavy timber framing, expressed in a simple, Classical Revival style. The Philadelphia Branch House was a clear departure and 
marked IHC’s second generation of design evolution. Beginning in 1910 in Chicago with the construction of its Deering Works, 
the company began to construct reinforced concrete buildings, having a decade earlier experimented there with reinforced 
concrete floors at its McCormick Works. In a number of journal articles, W.D. Price, noted the benefits of reinforced concrete as 

_______________
123 Logan I. Ferguson, “International Harvester Company Building—Philadelphia Branch House,” National Register of Historic Places Nomination 
Form. Powers and Company, Inc., Philadelphia. 22 November 2017 (listed 26 April 2018), NRHP Reference # 100002370, section 8, pp. 12-13.
124 Philadelphia Inquirer, advertisement, 24 October 1915, 18.
125 Philadelphia Inquirer, advertisement, 12 November 1922, 43.
126 “Contracts Awarded,” American Contractor 43, no. 24, 17 June 1922, 52; Ferguson, section 8, p. 13.
127 International Harvester Company and International Harvester Company of Canada, Ltd., “Areas of Branch Houses, Service Stations and 
Dealers’ Buildings;” Ferguson, section 8, p. 13.
128 ”Opens Truck Branch,” Philadelphia Inquirer, 22 September 1929.
129 Ferguson, section 8, p. 18.
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lower construction costs, increased fire protection, lack of vibration from interior machinery and general suitability to open and 
flexible floor plates. The adaptation of this design approach to the Philadelphia Branch House included widely-spaced, concrete, 
mushroom capital columns, to facilitate the movement of heavy equipment.130 The resulting column grid was a consistent 
fifteen-by-seventeen feet throughout the building (Pittsburgh’s largest spacing was sixteen feet square, with some bays as 
small as sixteen-by-twelve feet). Natural light and ventilation were also more abundant in the Philadelphia design, as wide 
expanses of industrial steel sash windows extended from pier to pier on every elevation (compared to the smaller, more limited 
numbers of punched window openings with double-hung sashes in the Pittsburgh Branch House). Also more progressive was 
the expression of the building in the more streamlined, utilitarian Commercial architectural style.

In areas other than design, it is difficult to compare the significance of the Philadelphia Branch since the National Register 
nomination utilized only Criterion C/Architecture. Additional research would be needed, for example, to contrast 
accomplishments in commerce, which would be hindered by IHC ceasing its Honor Roll listings in The Harvester World prior to 
building the branch house on North 16th Street. One conclusion, however, that can be drawn is that the Pittsburgh Branch stood 
on its own merits and that E.L. Mayer and his many colleagues had attained a considerable level of success on a national level 
despite working from a smaller, older and less efficient building.

In 1958, the International Harvester Company relocated from Philadelphia to the Pennsauken Industrial Park in Pennsauken, 
New Jersey and the former branch house was sold to Robert Saligman. From that point forward, it was occupied by a number of 
tenants, including the Bunting Company, which manufactured and powder-coated metal furniture, and the Shore Company, 
distributors of shipping trailers. The building is currently vacant.131 

_______________
130 W.D. Price, “Deering Works New Concrete Manufacturing Building,” The Harvester World 3, no. 4 (April 1912), 28; Ferguson, section 8, p. 16.
131 Ferguson, section 8, p. 13.

Figure 68 (above). A contemporary view of the Maclay 
Street building (Robert Powers, 2018 National Register 
nomination).

Figure 69 (left). A 1924 view of the recently 
completed Philadelphia Branch House (Wisconsin 
Historical Society, McCormick-International 
Harvester Collection).
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10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property  
 

 
Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84: 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
 
 
Or  
UTM References  
Datum (indicated on USGS map):  
 

           NAD 1927     or        NAD 1983 
 
 

1. Zone:  Easting:    Northing:   
 

2. Zone: Easting:    Northing: 
 

3. Zone: Easting:   Northing: 
 

4. Zone: Easting :   Northing: 
  
 
 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House property occupies Allegheny County Tax Parcel 
0023-N-00130-0000-00 (Deed Records, Allegheny County Department of Real Estate, County Office Building, 542 Forbes 
Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15219). See Figure 3.

The boundary encompasses the parcel of land historically associated with the International Harvester Company of America’s  
Pittsburgh Branch House. No extant historically associated resources have been excluded. 

Latitude:   40.454180 Longitude:   -80.015556

Less than one.
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11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  
organization:  
street & number:  
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date: 
 
 
 
Additional Documentation 
 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

 
• Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the 

property's location. 
    

•  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
• Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff Slack, AICP, Principal 
Time & Place LLC

Pittsburgh     state:  PA    zip code:  15217

27 September 2020

j_h_slack@yahoo.com

In Association With:

Michael Baker International, Inc.
100 Airside Drive
Moon Township, PA 15108
(412) 269-4619
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direction of camera: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House

Pittsburgh

Allegheny   Pennsylvania 

Jeff Slack, AICP. Time & Place LLC

12 December 2019

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0001
Photo 1. South facade of the Pittsburgh Branch House fronting on West North Avenue, looking northwest, showing the building’s 
flatiron form and the foreshortened height of first-story window openings resulting from early-twentieth century grade changes 
to the street to accommodate alterations to the adjacent bridge. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0002
Photo 2. Streetscape, showing West North Avenue looking west, with the Pittsburgh Branch House of International Harvester on 
the right. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0003
Photo 3. Streetscape, showing West North Avenue looking east, with the Pittsburgh Branch House of International Harvester in 
the center of the image. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0004
Photo 4. Front facade, looking northeast, showing the adjacent Katsafanas Coffee Company Building on the left. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0005
Photo 5. Front facade, looking north, showing competing ghost signs painted in the upper cornice. The “Harry 
Guckert Co.” sign is fading and revealing parts of the older “International Harvester Company” sign. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0006
Photo 6. Detail of front entrance, looking north. The “Entrance” sign hangs over the letters “Harvester” from an earlier 
International Harvester Company sign. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0007 
Photo 7. East facade, looking west, showing the elevated rail siding from 1913 and first-story windows that were infilled with 
brick ca. 1962, after International Harvester vacated the building in 1959. 
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PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0008
Photo 8. East facade, looking southeast, showing the elevated rail siding and loading dock from 1913. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0009
Photo 9. Rear of building, looking west from across the railroad tracks, showing the two planes of the east facade and the two 
planes of the rear facade. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0010
Photo 10. Rear of building, looking south, showing the 1913 edition on the right. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0011
Photo 11. Basement, looking east from the freight elevator into the eastern section of the building, showing areas of brick infill 
where openings to the loading dock existed prior to 1913. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0012 
Photo 12. Basement, looking east in the eastern section of the building, showing typical structural framing and poured concrete 
floors. In the upper right corner, the underside of former stairs just inside the main entrance are visible. They became obsolete 
and were covered when the street grade was elevated ca. 1929. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0013
Photo 13. Basement, looking north in the 1913 addition, showing the boiler room on the right in the background. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0014
Photo 14. First floor, entrance vestibule, looking southwest. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0015
Photo 15. First floor, entrance vestibule, looking north, showing the stairs to the former IHC showroom and offices. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0016
Photo 16. First floor, looking east from the entrance vestibule in the eastern section of the building, showing offices along the 
front wall. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0017 
Photo 17. First floor, looking south in the eastern section of the building, showing the office area to the left. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0018
Photo 18. First floor, looking northwest in the eastern section of the building, showing the door from the entrance vestibule and 
the upper portion of its ramp (far left) and the underside of the stairs to the former IHC showroom and offices (upper right). At 
center right is the L-shaped service desk. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0019
Photo 19. First floor, looking southeast from the loading dock entrance in the eastern section of the building, showing the large 
service desk on the right. To the left, concrete block infill and a through-wall air-conditioning unit mark the location of one of the 
former loading dock doors. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0020
Photo 20. First floor, looking north, showing the inside of the loading dock entrance into the eastern section of the building. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0021
Photo 21. First floor, looking west, showing the door to the large walk-in vault. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0022 
Photo 22. First floor, looking west from the service counter into an open storage area. Beyond is one of the entries into the 1913 
addition along with its automatic fire protection door (to the left of the door opening). 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0023
Photo 23. First floor, looking north in the 1913 addition, showing the former vehicle entrance in the background, which would 
have allowed vehicles to enter the IHC service department. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0024
Photo 24. Second floor, looking west in the eastern section of the building, showing the stairs down to the front entry (right) and 
up to the third floor (center), and the interconnected offices (left). 
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PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0025
Photo 25. Second floor, looking east from the freight elevator in the eastern section of the building, showing the ornate decor of 
the former northern IHC showroom. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0026
Photo 26. Second floor, looking east in the former northern IHC showroom, showing a detail of the ornate tin ceiling and 
decorative column enclosure. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0027
 Photo 27. Second floor, looking southeast in the eastern section of the building, showing the ornate details of the former eastern 
IHC showroom. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0028
Photo 28. Second floor, looking south in the former eastern show- room, showing an example of the unusual six-over-two 
muntin pattern used on windows throughout the building. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0029
Photo 29. Second floor, looking west in the eastern section of the building, showing the inter-connected offices and their 
windowed partitions. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0030
Photo 30. Second floor, looking east, showing details of a typical office, which includes tin ceilings, glass partitions and wood 
floors. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0031
Photo 31. Second floor, looking north in the eastern section of the building, showing the entrance to the vault (left), advertising 
storage (center), and mid-twentieth century corridor (right).

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0032 
Photo 32. Second floor, looking north in the eastern section of the building, showing the interior of the advertising storeroom 
with its plentiful nooks and dividers. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0033
Photo 33. Second floor, looking northwest in the western addition, showing the smaller secondary elevator in the far corner. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0034
Photo 34. Third floor, looking southeast in the eastern section of the building, showing the two ca. 1970s rooms (left center, in 
the background; and right center, behind the stairs to the third floor). 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0035
Photo 35. Third floor, looking east in the eastern section of the building, showing one of the ca. 1970 store rooms. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0036
Photo 36. Third floor, looking northwest in the eastern section of the building toward the freight elevator (left), rear stairs 
(center) and rest rooms (right). 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0037
Photo 37. Third floor, looking northwest in the eastern section of the building, showing the rear stairs. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0038
Photo 38. Third floor, looking west from the eastern section of the building through the fire protection door into the 1913 
addition, showing the large amounts of open storage space that were historically available. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0039
Photo 39. Third floor, looking north in the western section of the building. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0040
Photo 40. Fourth floor, looking east in the eastern section of the building, showing the base for a former rooftop flag pole in the 
corner and one wood bolster block (upper left). 
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PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0041
Photo 41. Fourth floor, looking west in the eastern section of the building, showing structural framing and, in the background, a 
fire door into the western addition beyond. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0042 
Photo 42. Fourth floor, looking north in the western section of the building. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0043
Photo 43. Fourth floor, looking east in the western section of the building, showing the freight elevator with its front and rear 
stops, vertical, bi-parting, wood slat doors (i.e., the top half raises and the bottom half lowers), and roll-down fire protection 
door. 

PA_Allegheny County_International Harvester Company of America: Pittsburgh Branch House_0044
Photo 44. Fourth floor, looking northwest in the western section of the building, showing the motor for the smaller elevator that 
served floors one through three. 
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Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for nominations to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  
Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended 
(16 U.S.C.460 et seq.). We may not conduct or sponsor and you are not required to respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for each response using this form is estimated to be between the Tier 
1 and Tier 4 levels with the estimate of the time for each tier as follows: 
 

Tier 1 – 60-100 hours 
Tier 2 – 120 hours 
Tier 3 – 230 hours 
Tier 4 – 280 hours 

 
The above estimates include time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and preparing and transmitting 
nominations. Send comments regarding these estimates or any other aspect of the requirement(s) to the Service Information 
Collection Clearance Officer, National Park Service, 1201 Oakridge Drive Fort Collins, CO 80525. 

Figure 70. International Harvester Company logo, as seen on the rear cover of the March 1911 
edition of The Harvester World. DRAFT




