
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

January 20, 2021  

Minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

Jamil B. motioned to approve November 2020 minutes, Brain W. second the motion. Approved  

Kristin motioned to amend the approved motion for November 2020 minutes with noted corrections Thomas 

Hamilton (guest) was in attendance, Brain W was listed in attendance twice, and Rebecca Kierman was also in 

attendance.  James S. second the amendment.  Amendment approved.  

Mike Kelley updated the commission for Lisa C. in her absence- Mike reported a lost of Canopy on Steuben St. 

Trees were illegally removed. Lisa is still working on the breakdown of the total amount of inches that were 

removed.  

Lisa is still working on calculation on 9 mile run. There will be much less acreage removed than originally 

thought. 

Forestry has received a budget cut of over half of our funding. Forestry staff is limited due to injuries and other 

issues. The chipper will be delivered to the dropdown by the zoo this upcoming week to begin chipping up the 

Holiday trees for the Mulch giveaway in the spring.   

Utility Arborist report- Mike has been pre work scouting with the PWSA. Mike is working on the in ground 

root and tree guidance policy for planting trees in parks and on city street.   

Rebecca K. reported for the Office of Sustainability- They successfully got a grant from Cambium Carbon 

which is for technical assistance for a feasibility study for accessing two new potential revenue sources (urban 

wood reuse and carbon markets), and another grant for the US Forester List, for Landslide and Reforestation 

prevention.  

Rebecca reported that she also applied for 2 grants for the electric bucket truck.  Depending on rather we get the 

funding we may have to ask the PSTC for additional funding to assist with the purchase of the electric bucket.  

Matt E. updated the commission on Tree Pittsburgh operations. Tree Pittsburgh applied for a few grants for 

2021.  

Tree Pittsburgh is starting a Urban Forestry work Forester development program.  The purpose of this program 

is to work with local educational institution for 5 months to learn and education about the City’s urban forest.   
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Tree giveaway is scheduled for spring.  

Tree Pittsburgh received the first $50,000 payment form the PSTC for their office building. The PSTC approved 

$65,000 in 2020. Tree Pittsburgh only spent $26,000 of that approved amount. They hope to be reimbursed that 

amount.  

Jamil updated the Commission on the Equitable Tree Investment Plan. 

The plan ended up being 5 pages long, the original goal was for it to be 1 page.   Matt E. motioned for the PSTC 

to adopt the ETIP and that all PSTC business moving forward should reflect the ETIP. Jamil Second the motion. 

Motion Passed.  

Alicia offered to present this to the Mayor.  

 

Matt E. reported a Canopy Impact location to the commission. He reported that Penn-dot plans to remove a 

large amount of London Plans along Allegheny River Blvd. The Trees has historic value because they were 

planted by a Veterans Association. Matt did report that the trees does have structural issues and are failing.  The 

Penn Hills Shade Tree Commission alerted him regarding this issue. Alicia C. asked if the PSTC could help 

with this issue. Matt informed the commission that the City of Pittsburgh does have equity on Allegheny River 

Blvd. Half the trees involved are ours.   

A discussion took place regarding the environmental impacts on the loss of canopy on ARB.  Alicia will work 

on getting together with the Tree Protection Task Force for the February meeting 

 

Heritage Tree Program- Matt E left the meeting at 9:48 due to conflicts of interest. A lengthy discussion took 

place regard Heritage trees, Technicality and Legality. Alicia pulled together ideas from other cities programs 

on how to develop, launch, and manage the program. A discussion took place on possibly having an outside 

vendor manage the program and how to fund it and/or introduce contract language. Should we issue a RQI 

(Request for Information) or possible have it funded through a grant program? The commission will continue to 

pursue and fact find and continue discussion at a future meeting.  

 

Matt E returned to the meeting at 10:06 am.  

 

Guest Presentation Reforestation Hub Initiative  

Maris Repka joined the PSTC from New Mexico for the presentation. Maris stated the mission statement and 

explained what the program goals are.  She acknowledge that Pittsburgh was 1 of 3 cities selected out of 33 for 

the study.  

New Business  

Matt E. notified the commission that the American Forester is working on tree canopy map study that will be 

completed by May. It will be hosted on the American Foresters website.  

Jeff B updated the commission on WPC projects (Red Bud and TPRF) 

Jamil B present a Logo showing 9 points  of focus for the EITP  

Jamil motioned to Adjourn.  
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