
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

February,17th 2021  

Minutes 

 

 

 

 

Jamil B. motioned to accept the PSTC minutes with noted corrections.  

Brian is misspelled twice in the first paragraph. In 4th paragraph is should read 4 mile run instead of 9 mile run.  

Paragraph 10 should read Tree Pittsburgh is starting a Urban Forestry work force program The Purpose of this 

program is to work with local residents for 5 months to learn about the Urban Forest.  

Paragraph 12 should note that Tree Pittsburgh received a $50,000 payment but are still owed a separate payment 

of $65,000.  

Please note that under Heritage Tree Program that Matt left due to possible conflicts of interest.  

Under New Business- The American Forest is working on Tree canopy equity map that will be completed by 

May.    

Rebecca K. second the motion.  January’s minute were approved with noted changes.  

 

 

 

Dan Tobin, a sourcing Specialist from OMB attended to answer commissionaires question regarding sourcing 

requirements and the best possible way to meet the commission’s needs. A lengthy discussion took place 

regarding procedures and specifics. A suggestion was made to form a subcommittee whose charge would be to 

review info and meet with OMB to ask specific questions. James Stitt, Alicia Carberry, Nazin Bagherynejad, 

Lisa Ceoffe, and James Berry will sit on the Tree Registry Review subcommittee. A discussion took place on 

why we are going with a RFP vs. an RFI. Dan explained that this was the best option for what the commission 

is asking.  

Alicia announced she is holding open office hours for anyone who wants to ask question or add anything.  

Members in Attendance 

X Matthew Erb X Jayme Holloway X Lisa Ceoffe X Jamil Bey 

X Raqueeb Bay X Martha Isler - Chair X Rebecca Kiernan X Brian Wolyniak 

X James J. Stitt  Mary H. Savage X Jim Barry X Kristen Spirl 

X Alicia Carberry X Andrea Ketzel X Guest: Derrick Buckner X Guest: Yiwei Li 

X 
Guest: Michael 

Kelley 
X Guest: Rose Wise X Guest: Kara Smith X 

Guest: Mike 

Panzitta 

X Guest: Jeff Bergman X 
Guest: Marisa 

Repka  
X Guest: Dan Tobin X 

Nazin 

Bagherynejad 

X Guest: Aly Caito        



Alicia went over the PSTC by laws. After she informed the commission that the by-laws are pretty much 

completed and we are just waiting for the final draft that includes the creation of the conflict of interest policy. 

A discussion took place on rather we should hold of on approving the by-laws or if we should approve them 

noting the addition of the conflict of interest policy.  

Rebecca motioned to provisionally approve the use of the document (bylaws) in its current state pending the 

creation of the conflict of interest policy.  Jamil B. second the motion.  

 

Motion passed.,  

 

Forester report- Forestry got permission to work weekends to catch up on Oak pruning. Due to budget cuts we 

cannot contract out the amount of work that we usually do. Forestry is also short on laborers and pruners.   

Efforts to purchase an all-electric bucket truck has been resurrected. Lisa will be meeting with the City’s Fleet 

Coordinator to discussion and get more information. Rebecca also noted that the Office of Sustainability is 

working on acquiring 2 grants that could be used toward the purchase of the bucket truck.  

Lisa is also working closely with Tree Pittsburgh and the Equity Investment plan. 

Lisa is hoping to get addition support from the PSTC for Oak pruning. $50,000 to catch up on winter Oak 

pruning. Will bring motion to the next meeting or request a vote via email.  

 

Tree Pittsburgh report- Matt E. updated the commission. Tree Pittsburgh is hiring 3 urban forest technicians that 

will be with us for 5 months as part of a workforce development program funded by the Arconic Foundation. 

They  are also looking to fill the open Community Tree Specialist position.  

 

 

Tree Pittsburgh will also be providing free trees through Climate change program. Funding has been provided 

for Hazelwood, Homewood, Manchester, and Lawrenceville   

Rebecca reminded the commission that the Cambium Carbon study should be completed by April . She added 

Google wants to add a Forestry layer to Google Maps.  

Jeff B. updated the commission on WPC  tree plantings and volunteer status. There are 91 new planting 

schedule for spring in the city. The Red Bud project will be planting 170 BB trees and 1000 Seedlings in the 

North shore, Downtown, and West shore. Most of the work will be contracted due Covid 19 restrictions and not 

having volunteers involved.  

Alicia informed that commission that the Mayor is ready to implement the EIP. It may be implemented before 

next meet.  

 

2021 Priorities-  Due to time restraints the  2021 Priorities will be held until Marchs meeting.  

 

James S. motioned to adjourn.    

 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


