Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 06/24/2020)
This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions.
Logistics

Stakeholders

Project Name/Address: Asphalt Art Project at Baum Grove Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations,
Intersection / 400 Roup Ave
residents, employees, etc. where this is evident):
Friendship Community Group
Parcel Number(s): n/a (public right-of-way)
Port Authority of Allegheny County
ZDR Application Number: n/a
Meeting Location: Baum Grove Parklet (in-person)
Date: 5/27/2021
Meeting Start Time: 6:30 PM
Applicant: Friendship Community Group

Approx. Number of Attendees: 23

Boards and/or Commissions Request(s): Art Commission, for approval of artwork in the public right-of-way
How did the meeting inform the community about the development project?
Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall
square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed,
building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs.
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

This Development Activities Meeting (DAM) was held in-person by the Friendship Community Group (FCG) on May
27, 2021. The DAM was required because of the proposed artwork’s location at the corners of the intersection of
Roup Avenue, South Fairmount Street, and Harriet Street, situated in the public right-of-way.
Sara DeLucia, president of FCG, briefly discussed why the DAM was required, as well as the Bloomberg Asphalt Art
grant that was awarded for the project and the upcoming traffic calming infrastructure from DOMI (bollards, new
curb lines, new ADA curb ramp, movement of stop signs) that will complement the artwork.
A similar community meeting to this DAM was held a week earlier, on May 20, in which community members were
able to vote among three alternative designs for the street art and comment about the specific aspects of each
that they liked or didn’t like.
S. DeLucia mentioned that with minor adjustments post-meeting, FCG and the artists, Randi Stewart and Tim
Engelhardt, would present at the June 22 Art Commission hearing.
Artists T. Engelhardt and R. Stewart presented on the draft artwork, which was displayed on a posterboard (see
photos below) in both plan views and modified Google Street Views. They mentioned that they had taken ideas
from the community meeting held a week earlier and pulled the ideas that participants liked into one design, such
as incorporating native plants and the Friendship neighborhood’s architectural elements. They remarked that they
felt their design was a good synergy of community input from the last meeting.
The artists took questions after the presentation, which are summarized on pages 3 and 4 of this report.
At the conclusion of questions, S. DeLucia remarked that the purpose of this meeting was to give feedback to the
artists prior to presenting to the Art Commission and that if there were no major objections then they were
probably good to go.

Input and Responses
Questions and Comments from Attendees

Responses from Applicants

There was a question about whether the South
Fairmount Street stop sign at the southeast corner of
intersection would be closer to the intersection to
address the existing visibility issues.

•

S. DeLucia pointed out that the stop sign would indeed
move closer to the intersection once DOMI performs
their traffic calming improvements. Additionally, a stop
bar will be placed at the new stop location.

A question was asked about the durability of the paint
when shoveling and de-icing.

•

The artists answered that there would be a protectant
applied to the top of the paint after completion. The
paint used will be a high-quality coated latex paint. They
remarked that over time, the artwork would need to be
kept up and maybe touched up but that the protectant
would help preserve it.

A follow-up question was asked about the paint coating •
and whether it protected against graffiti.

The artists answered that they didn’t think there had
been many instances of graffiti on asphalt art but that the
coating was not protective against graffiti.

A community member remarked that the colors were
lovely but was curious about how the artwork will look
when it gets dirty over time.

The artists agreed that the art would get dirty but that
there was not much that could be done about it. In
addition, different colors may fade more or less whether

•

Questions and Comments from Attendees

Responses from Applicants
they are lighter or darker to begin with. To prolong the
visibility of the colors, a white priming layer will be
painted on the asphalt prior to the artwork being painted
on top of it.

A question was asked about how community members
would paint the artwork.

•

The artists mentioned that they had spoken with Brad
Carney of the City of Philadelphia’s Mural Arts Program
for advice on logistics. B. Carney is a past recipient of the
Bloomberg Asphalt Art grant, with his most recent
asphalt deployment being in Reno, Nevada last year.

A follow-up to the previous question asked whether the •
design would be outlined with numbers, with the artists
providing paint cans to the volunteers to paint the
numbered areas accordingly.

The artists said they didn’t know yet how they were going
to prepare the painting area for the community
volunteers but that they do want to have outlines so that
volunteers will know where to paint. They will also look
to touch up the lines a day or two after the volunteers
complete their work on the community painting day.
They mentioned that there would be gap between the
new curb line from DOMI and the edge of the artwork
that would be maintained.

There was a question about whether the bollards that
DOMI will install along the new curb lines will be
painted.

•

The artists replied that the bollards would remain white.
They mentioned that with the Beechview Station
pavement art that they worked on, the bollards had been
painted, but those were made of steel rather than plastic.

A comment was made that the artists really captured
the feedback well from the June 20 community
meeting.

•

The artists remarked that they enjoyed the June 20
community meeting and that it was very collaborative.
They said it was entertaining to watch the “shifting tides”
as community members discussed their preferences
among the three alternative designs shown that evening.

A question was asked about whether the artists would
provide the design electronically.

•

S. DeLucia said she had an electronic copy and would
email it.

There was a question about the temporary “No
Parking” signs that had been placed by the City the
prior week in preparation for the installation of the
traffic calming elements in the intersection and
whether it was for the City studying the intersection.

•

S. DeLucia responded that the “No Parking” signs were
taken down and the work not performed because no
notification had been provided by DOMI to residents as
had been discussed between FCG and DOMI due to the
concern about one particular neighbor at the corner of
the intersection. The work was delayed by one month
while DOMI printed notification postcards to go out to
nearby residents.

Other Notes
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