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I. Overview and Purpose of this Document 

The City of Pittsburgh’s Department City Planning (DCP) establishes and sustains and orderly 

and consistent approach to land use in the City of Pittsburgh that incorporates sustainability, city 

design, resilience, equity and opportunity in its work. Its efforts are moved forward by a team of 

dedicated employees in several divisions: Public Art & Civic Design, Strategic Planning, 

Sustainability & Resilience, and Zoning and Development Review. 

This document is one of a series guiding the use of DCP’s Chapter 915.07’s Performance Points 

System. The City of Pittsburgh recognizes that communities that embrace innovation and 

livability while remaining affordable to all citizens will be more sustainable both in their 

demands on the environment and their ability to continue to grow and succeed over time.  

This particular document will guide the use of 915.07.D.6, Building Reuse. 

 

II. Zoning Code (listed for reference) 

II.A Section 915.07.D.6 Building Reuse 

Goal  Points 

6.a 

Exterior design of new development is compatible with nearby structures more 

than fifty (50) years old including the use of similar window and door sizes and 

materials, cladding materials, bays, cornices, and other primary structure elements. 

1 

6.b 
At least 75% of street facing building facades from structures more than 50 years 

old are restored and integrated into new development. 
2 

6.c Existing building shell is restored and retained. 3 
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III. Definitions  

The following definitions apply in this document. Defined terms remain defined terms whether 

capitalized or not. Words in the single number include the plural number, and words in the 

plural number include the singular. Words not defined shall be given their common and 

ordinary meaning. 

Building Shell means the basic minimum enclosure consisting of the foundation and exterior 

walls. 

 

IV. Procedure for 915.07.D.6, Building Reuse 

 

1. At Pre-Application meeting, Applicant indicates that they intend to pursue performance 

points from Section 915.07.D.6 and works with DCP staff to schedule a Preliminary 

Performance Point meeting. In attendance at this meeting shall be staff from the 

Department of City Planning’s Zoning and Strategic Planning Divisions. 

 

2. At the Preliminary Performance Points meeting, DCP staff and Applicant shall discuss 

opportunities for the structure to meet the selected building reuse standards. 

 

3. For 6.a: As part of the complete development application, Applicant shall submit analysis 

of proposed building design that documents and illustrates how the building complies 

with this point, including photos of nearby structures and map of their location that this 

project seeks to contextualize.  For example: 

a. Comparing proposed building materials to those of nearby structures; 

b. Documenting bay size of nearby structures and illustrating how subject property 

corresponds; 

c. Documenting door and window size, proportions, and composition on nearby 

structures and illustrating how subject property's window and door size 

correspond; 

d. Documenting roof styles, including presence and style of dormers and illustrating 

how subject property’s roof style corresponds; and/or 
e. Analyzing and documenting inclusion of common neighborhood architectural 

details, characteristics, and elements such as but not limited to window lintels or 

presence of trim; and including location and level of integration on subject 

property. 

 

4. For 6.b: Applicant must provide analysis and graphic evidence that structure is more than 

50 years old, and that 75% of the façade of the building (entire or portion) that is over 50 

years old is being retained in the redevelopment. An analysis should: 

a. Document of the age of the building and its facades;  
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b. Identify the timeframe to which the building will be restored, including a 

narrative to explain why it is the most appropriate for building, use, and intended 

scope; 

c. Highlight the features and architectural details within the façade that shall be 

preserved; and 
d. Outline preservation methods that will be taken before and during construction. 

 

5. For 6.c: Applicant must retain the majority of the existing window and door openings, 

maintaining the physical character of the building. 

 

6. Zoning and Development Review Staff shall review the submission and request 

additional support documentation from the Applicant as needed.  The Zoning 

Administrator or Director of City Planning shall determine whether the design of the 

building meets the requirements of this Performance Point. 

 

7. After complete development application has been submitted and reviewed by pertinent 

City staff, staff shall updated the Project Performance Summary Sheet. 

 

8. Applicant shall proceed to Planning Commission, or continue with review by Zoning 

Division. 
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