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1. Name of Property
Historic name:  Fairfax Apartments
Other names/site number:
Name of related multiple property listing:

      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location
Street & number: 4614 Fifth Avenue
City or town: Pittsburgh   State:  PA     County: Allegheny
Not For Publication:  Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,

I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  
  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

___A             ___B           ___C           ___D         

Signature of certifying official/Title:  Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

Signature of commenting official:  Date 

Title :  State or Federal agency/bureau 
or Tribal Government  
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4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 
 

 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
 
 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 
 

 Building(s) 
 

 District  
 

 Site 
 

 Structure  
 

 Object  
 
 

 
 
 

X

 

 

 

X 
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
      1                      0               buildings 

 
      0                      0                sites  
 
      0                      0              structures 
 
      0                      0                objects 
 
      1                      0               Total 
 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 
 
 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 DOMESTIC: Apartment House 
  

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

  
 DOMESTIC: Apartment House 
  

 
7. Description  

 
 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 
 Jacobethan Revival 
 
 Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 

Principal exterior materials of the property: Brick, LimestoneDRAFT
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Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
The Fairfax Apartments is a nine-story, Jacobethan Revival style apartment building constructed 
of structural steel and faced in red brick with limestone detailing. Built between 1926-1927, the 
building is located on the south side of Fifth Avenue between Neville Street to the east, Craig 
Street to the west, and Henry Street to the south. The building consists of an imposing, nearly 
210’-long slab along Fifth Avenue with two rear wings of equal height. The surrounding area is 
urban in nature, being located between the main campus of the University of Pittsburgh (to the 
southwest) and Carnegie Mellon University (to the southeast). There are numerous large 
apartment houses and religious, institutional, and office buildings to the north, east and west, as 
well as a number of single-family homes to the south. The north and south sides of the property 
contain concrete sidewalks. Immediately to the east at 4630 Fifth Avenue, there is a three-story 
apartment house, known as The Cambridge, that was built in 1954 and is not related to the 
Fairfax. The two buildings are separated by the Fairfax’s asphalt service driveway. Immediately 
to the west is a one-story, Modernist bank building that appears to date to the 1960s.  
 

 

 
Figure 1 – Current aerial view, looking southwest (Google Maps). 
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Figure 2 – Site plan with National Register Boundary. 

 

 
Photo 1 – North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
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Photo 2 – East and north elevations, looking southwest from Fifth Avenue. The three-story building on the left is an 

apartment building known as The Cambridge and is not related to the Fairfax Apartments.   
 

    
Photo 3 (left) – North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 

Photo 4 (right) – North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
 

The north elevation of the Fairfax (facing Fifth Avenue) is fifteen bays wide and, as the most 
visible part of the building, is the most articulated in terms of architectural ornamentation. It is 
faced in red brick and contains numerous limestone details, including the water table; window 
surrounds with ornamented spandrel panels and quoins on the first and second floors as well as 

DRAFT



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 
Fairfax Apartments  Allegheny County, PA
Name of Property                          County and State 

Section 7 page 7 
 

around the windows in the center bay on all nine floors; string courses that span the full length of 
the building at the third, sixth and eighth floors; quoins at the east and west ends as well as those 
framing the second and third bays, the center bay, and the thirteenth and fourteenth bays from the 
east; ornamented panels in the parapet; and large, rooftop ornamentation with finials above the 
center bay, the second and third bays, the center bay, and the thirteenth and fourteenth bays from 
the east.  
 
Additionally, the main entrance, which is located in the center bay and contains a pair of 
aluminum-framed glass doors with side lights and louvered transom panels, is set within a wide, 
pointed arch limestone surround framed by engaged columns on each side.  
 
Nearly all bays on the north elevation contain a pair of six-over-six, double-hung aluminum 
replacement windows, which were installed sometime in the last 10-20 years (the six-over-six 
configuration matches the design of the historic windows, although the grid is sandwiched 
between the glass). The main exception is the center bay, which contains a group of three six-
over-six, double-hung aluminum replacement windows on each floor. Some bays also contain 
much smaller one-over-one, double-hung aluminum replacement windows, which correspond to 
the bathrooms. Except at the levels where there are limestone string courses, all of the windows 
have limestone sills. Below many of the windows are metal louvers that were installed as part of 
a heating and cooling system that was installed sometime in the 1970s or 80s. Although the 
louvers required the removal of some historic masonry, the overall visual and physical impact is 
limited.  
 

    
Photo 5 (left) – South and east elevations, view northwest. On the right is the service driveway. 

Photo 6 (right) – North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue 
 
The east, south, west, and rear courtyard elevations are much less ornately treated than the north 
elevation. All are faced in red brick and only contain limestone detailing in certain locations, 
including the south elevations of the two rear wings, which contain quoins at each corner as well 
as string courses at the third, sixth, and eight floors as well as at the parapet. These treatments 
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continue onto the courtyard elevations and onto the first bay of the east and west elevations, 
which otherwise consist largely of red brick. The fenestration on these elevations is similar to the 
north elevation, with pairs of six-over-six, double-hung aluminum replacement windows with 
limestone sills in nearly all bays, although some bays contain small, one-over-one bathroom 
windows. The south elevations of the rear wings also contain metal fire escapes in the center 
bays that are accessed by painted hollow metal doors on each level.  
 

    
Photo 7 (left) – Rear courtyard, looking north. 

Photo 8 (right) – West elevation, view southeast. The white brick wall is on the adjacent bank property. 
 

The courtyard between the two rear wings contains a concrete walkway flanked by landscaped 
areas with grass, other ground coverings, shrubs, and several tall trees (Photo 7).  
 

    
Photo 9 (left) – Main lobby, looking east. 

Photo 10 (right) – Main lobby, looking west. 
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Interior: The main entrance on Fifth Avenue opens into the first-floor lobby, which largely 
retains its historic finishes, including polished marble floors, a black marble base and stained 
wood paneling on the walls and around the columns, and archways framed by polished marble 
on the east, west, and south walls that lead into the various office suites on the first floor (Photos 
9-12). The lobby ceiling consists of a suspended acoustical tile grid that appears to have been 
installed below the historic ceiling during the last 10-20 years.  
 

   
Photo 11 (left) – Main lobby, looking north. 

Photo 12 (right) – Main lobby, looking south. 
 

Beyond the lobby, the first floor consists almost entirely of modern office suites with carpeted 
floors, drywall partitions, and suspended acoustical tile ceilings (Photos 13-18). The exception is 
in the western of the two rear wings, which still contains four one-bedroom apartments along the 
west elevation (apart from the lobby and the original dining room that no longer exists, the first 
floor historically consisted mostly of apartments). 
 

   
Photo 13 (left) – First floor, office corridor, looking east.  

Photo 14 (right) – North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
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Photo 15 (left) – First floor offices, looking east. 

Photo 16 (right) – First floor offices, looking east. 
 

   
Photo 17 (left) – First floor offices, looking south. 

Photo 18 (right) – First floor offices, looking southwest. 
 
The second through ninth floors largely retain their historic plan both in terms of circulation and 
the layout of the apartments, of which there are 27 studio and one-bedroom units on each floor. 
The circulation plan consists of double-loaded corridors that run down the center of each section, 
creating a U-shape. The corridors contain carpeted floors, original painted plaster walls with 
picture frame molding and painted wood baseboard, original painted wood apartment entry doors 
with casing, and suspended acoustical tile ceilings (Photos 19-21). Adjacent to some of the 
apartment entrances are original milk delivery doors as seen in Photo 21. 
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Photo 19 (left) – Corridor on second floor, looking north. 

Photo 20 (middle) – Corridor on fourth floor, looking west. 
Photo 21 (right) – Corridor on ninth floor, looking east. One of the original milk delivery doors is seen next to the 

first apartment entrance on the left. 
 
The apartments contain carpeted or modern vinyl plank floors, plaster walls with paneling and 
painted wood baseboard, original painted wood bedroom and closet doors with casing, and 
plaster ceilings (Photos 22-31). Although the kitchens and bathrooms are in their historic 
locations, they contain all modern finishes and fixtures that were installed within the last 20-30 
years.  
 

   
Photo 22 (left) – Apartment on second floor, living room, looking south. 
Photo 23 (right) – Apartment on second floor, bedroom, looking south. 

 DRAFT



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      

 
Fairfax Apartments  Allegheny County, PA
Name of Property                          County and State 

Section 7 page 12 
 

   
Photo 24 (left) – Apartment on second floor, living/bedroom, looking west. 
Photo 25 (right) – Apartment on fourth floor, living/bedroom, looking east. 

 

 
Photo 26 (left) – Apartment on fourth floor, kitchen, looking west. 

 

   
Photo 27 (left) – Apartment on sixth floor, living room, looking west. 
Photo 28 (right) – Apartment on sixth floor, bedroom, looking west. 
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Photo 29 (left) – Apartment on ninth floor, living room, looking north. 

Photo 30 (right) – Apartment on ninth floor, kitchen, looking south. 
 

    
Photo 31 (left) – Apartment on ninth floor, bedroom, looking south.  

Photo 32 (right) – Stairway on ninth floor, looking east. 
 

The upper floors are reached by two passenger elevators located just west of the main lobby, a 
freight elevator just east of the main lobby, as well as stairs located across from each elevator 
bank. The stairs are concrete and contain metal pipe hand rails (Photo 32).  
 
Integrity: The Fairfax Apartments retains integrity. The building’s character-defining Jacobethan 
Revival design, materials, and workmanship have changed little since the building’s completion 
in 1927.  The high quality exterior masonry treatments, including the brickwork and limestone 
detailing, remain virtually entirely intact, including the impressive ornamentation and finials that 
rise from the north elevation parapet. Although portions of the exterior masonry were removed 
for the installation of metal louvers below many of the windows in the 1970s or 80s, the overall 
impact is limited and does not prevent the building’s design intent from being easily understood. 
Likewise, although all of the original double-hung windows were replaced with the existing 
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aluminum windows in the last 10-20 years, the six-over-six configuration matches the design of 
the original windows. Additionally, none of the original window openings has changed in size, 
allowing the historic fenestration pattern to still be easily conveyed. The location of the building 
also has remained virtually unchanged since its completion in 1927. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 

 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

X

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
 
Community Planning & Development   
Architecture                                            
 

 Period of Significance 
 
1927                               

 
 Significant Dates  
  
 N/A                                

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 

  
 N/A                                                     

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
  
 N/A                                                     

 
 Architect/Builder 
 
 Philip M. Jullien                                  
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes 
level of significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any 
applicable criteria considerations.)  
 
The Fairfax Apartments was built in 1926-1927 in the North Oakland section of Pittsburgh 
(Figure 3). The building is significant under Criterion A in the area of Community Planning and 
Development as a major example of the type of large apartment building that became one of the 
most popular forms of housing in this area of Pittsburgh and nationally during the 1920s. The 
surge of apartment house construction became one of the most visible forms of change in this 
part of the city and played a significant role in achieving developer Franklin F. Nicola’s vision 
for a new civic center in the Oakland section of the city. The building is also significant under 
Criterion C in the area of Architecture both as an important example of the Jacobethan Revival 
style in Pittsburgh and as a major work by well-known Washington, D.C., architect Philip 
Morrison Jullien. The period of significance is 1927, when the building’s planning and 
construction was completed. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of 
significance.)   
 
Statement of Significance: 
 

 
Figure 3 – The North Oakland section of Pittsburgh in context.  
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The Development of Oakland as an Urban Center 
At the time the Fairfax Apartments was constructed in 1926-1927, the area immediately 
surrounding the building was a residential enclave of middle- and upper-middle-class houses. 
Originally part of Bellefield, the farm of Neville B. Craig, the tract bounded by Fifth Avenue to 
the north, Neville Street to the east, Forbes Avenue to the south, and Bellefield Avenue to the 
west was acquired in 1850 by Edward Dithridge and Henry Reis (or Rice), who subdivided the 
land and laid out streets, creating a residential village they called East Pittsburgh (not to be 
confused with what is now the borough of East Pittsburgh). By 1872, just four years after the 
City of Pittsburgh annexed East Pittsburgh and Oakland Township (to the west of East 
Pittsburgh), Dithridge & Rice’s development contained dozens of houses, including one large 
dwelling on the site that would later be occupied by the Fairfax Apartments (Figure 4).  
 
Following annexation, Dithridge & Rice’s development was absorbed into what became known 
as North Oakland. Throughout the 1880s and 1890s, the area continued to grow, with new 
houses built every year, including on new streets north of Fifth Avenue and in the expanding 
streetcar suburb of Shadyside, located east of Neville Avenue. To the west, however, North 
Oakland remained sparsely developed. It was not until after the turn of the twentieth century that 
several large tracts of land owned by heiress and philanthropist Mary Schenley (1826-1903), the 
largest individual landowner in Allegheny County, were finally developed.  
 

 
Figure 4 – Excerpt from The Atlas of Pittsburgh and Allegheny City, G.M. Hopkins, 1882. The future location of 

the Fairfax Apartments is outlined in red. 
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Following Mary Schenley’s death in 1903, her large landholdings – about 100 acres south of 
Allequippa Street between Bellefield Avenue and Bouquet Street – were finally sold off. In 
1905, Schenley’s trustees, who included Andrew Carnegie, sold the land to developer Franklin F. 
Nicola (1860-1938) for $3,000,000. As head of the Bellefield Company, Nicola had the 
ambitious goal of transforming the area into a new civic center for Pittsburgh to rival the major 
capitals of Europe. Influenced by the City Beautiful Movement, Nicola envisioned grand 
boulevards lined with major institutional buildings designed in the fashionable Beaux Arts style 
by Pittsburgh’s best architects.1 
 
Between 1905 and 1925, Oakland was extensively developed according to Nicola’s vision, 
filling in with grand public, semi-public and private buildings. The move of the University of 
Pittsburgh to the area in 1908 as well as the growth of the Carnegie Institute of Technology (later 
Carnegie Mellon University), aided in the growth of Oakland and played an important role in 
fulfilling Nicola’s plan. Likewise, the construction of major Beaux Arts landmarks such as the 
Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall at 4141 Fifth Avenue in 1908-1910, the Pittsburgh Athletic 
Association at 4215 Fifth Avenue in 1909-1911, the Masonic Temple (now the University of 
Pittsburgh’s Alumni Hall) at 4227 Fifth Avenue in 1914-1915, and the Carnegie Institute 
Building, which combined the Carnegie Library, Museum of Art, Museum of Natural History, 
and Music Hall in one palatial cultural complex built at 4400 Forbes Avenue in 1904, all leant 
gravitas to the growing civic center and brought thousands of people to the area on a daily basis.  
 
Housing had been a part of Nicola’s plan for Oakland from the beginning. Alongside the 
monumental civic complex along Fifth and Forbes Avenues, Nicola planned for a streetcar 
suburb of large, single-family houses on generously sized lots along tree-lined streets in the area 
north of Bigelow Boulevard. This neighborhood, named Schenley Farms by Nicola, now forms a 
major component of the Schenley Farms Historic District, which includes most of the landmarks 
listed above as well as many others. Large apartment houses, although not quite as popular in 
Oakland and Pittsburgh as they would later become, also played a role in this early stage of 
Oakland’s development. In 1904, even before Nicola acquired the Schenley land, Carnegie 
junior partner Francis T.F. Lovejoy, anticipating growth in the area, broke ground on an eight-
story, Beaux Arts-style apartment house called Bellefield Dwellings, located on the south side of 
Centre Avenue between North Dithridge Street and North Bellefield Avenue (Figure 5).2   

 
1 Franklin Toker, Pittsburgh: An Urban Portrait (Pennsylvania State University Press, 1986), 79-83; Pittsburgh 
Regional Planning Association, “The Oakland Study: Preliminary Report” (Pittsburgh Regional Planning 
Association, ca. 1960-1961).  
2 Toker, 117. 
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Figure 5 – Bellefield Dwellings (Google Maps, 2019).  

 
As the civic center of Oakland developed over the 1910s and early 1920s, ever more housing 
was needed to accommodate the area’s rapidly growing population. Large apartment houses soon 
became the norm, and Nicola himself built one of the largest and best-known complexes, the 
Schenley Apartments, beginning in 1922. Completed in 1924, this development of five 10- and 
12-story brick apartment buildings in the Classical Revival style, located between Fifth Avenue 
and Forbes Avenue just west of the Schenley Hotel (built by Nicola in 1898) was one of the first 
in a series of large apartment projects that would transform Oakland over the course of the 1920s 
(Figure 6).  
 

 
Figure 6 – Schenley Apartments (Google Maps, 2019).  

 
Other prominent apartment buildings included the King Edward Apartments, a nine-story, late 
Gothic Revival apartment house at 4609 Bayard Street, built in 1913-1914 and significantly 
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expanded in 1929; Webster Hall, a twelve-story, Romanesque Revival apartment hotel at the 
northwest corner of Fifth Avenue and Dithridge Streets, built in 1926; the Schenley Arms, a 
four-story, Tudor Revival example at 4041 Bigelow Boulevard, built in 1926-1927; the 
Aberdeen and Adrian, two three-story, Georgian Revival apartment houses built in 1927 across 
from one another at 4628 and 4629 Bayard Boulevard, respectively; and the Dithridge 
Apartments, a nine-story, Mediterranean Revival apartment house at 144 North Dithridge Street, 
built in 1928-1929 (Figures 7-11).  
 

   
Figure 7 (left) – King Edward Apartments (Google Maps, 2019).  

Figure 8 (middle) – Webster Hall (Google Maps, 2019).  
Figure 9 (right) – Schenley Arms (Google Maps, 2020).  

 

  
Figure 10 (left) – The Adrian (Google Maps, 2020).  

Figure 11 (right) – Dithridge Apartments (Google Maps, 2017).  
 
These large apartment houses, including the Fairfax Apartments, played a significant role in 
achieving Nicola’s dream of a new urban center in Oakland, bringing thousands of new residents 
to the area as well as sophisticated, architect-designed buildings that transformed the look of this 
formerly sparsely settled district. The construction of large apartment houses for the middle and 
upper-middle classes was also part of a nationwide trend in urban housing during the 1920s, 
when the number of families housed in such buildings rose from 54,814 in 1921 to 209,742 in 
1926.3 While single-family and two-family homes in Pittsburgh continued to dominate, the share 
of the city’s population residing in apartment buildings nearly doubled, from only 13.9% in 1921 

 
3 Ralph F. Couch, “Business Day by Day,” The Pittsburgh Press, April 26, 1927. 
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to 24.5% in 1926, a number which undoubtedly rose as even more large, multi-family buildings 
came online in Oakland between 1926 and 1930.4  
 
The Fifth Avenue Apartments / The Fairfax Apartments 
The development of the Fairfax Apartments, which was initially known as the Fifth Avenue 
Apartments, was first announced in January 1926.5 Developed by the Fifth Avenue Apartment 
Corporation of Washington, D.C., permits were secured the following March and construction 
began shortly after. The cost of the building, which replaced a large, single-family house dating 
to the late-nineteenth century was reportedly $2,250,000 (Figure 12). Little is known of the 
original owners and developers. The architect they hired, Phillip M. Jullien, was a prominent, 
Washington, D.C.-based designer of large apartment houses and other building types. 
 

 
Figure 12 – This image of the building appeared in the January 17, 1926 edition of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 

 
The Fifth Avenue Apartments was completed in the spring of 1927. Advertisements for the new 
building had begun appearing in local newspapers as early as March of that year, extolling the 
many advantages in what were “Pittsburgh’s Ultra-Smart Apartments” (Figures 13 and 14). 
According to the many ads from this period, the building offered two-, three-, and four-room 
suites ranging in price from $80 to $160 per month, rents that were in line with other large 
apartment houses for the middle and upper-middle classes in Oakland, but much higher than the 

 
4 “Trend Toward Apartment-House Living in American Cities,” Monthly Labor Review of U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Vol. XXIV, No. 6 (June 1927), 1156. 
5 “Proposed Fifth Avenue Apartment Building,” Pittsburgh Gazette Times, January 17, 1926.  
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citywide average.6 The two-room suites, which are today the studio apartments, consisted of a 
single living space with an adjacent kitchen, bathroom, and dining area, and had Murphy beds, 
although no evidence of this feature remains today. As one of the ads points out, the three and 
four-room suites had one and two bedrooms, respectively.  
 

    
Figure 13 (left) – Advertisement from The Pittsburgh Daily Post, March 6, 1927. 

Figure 14 (right) – Advertisement from The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, April 17, 1927. 
 

Only months after the building was completed, the Fifth Avenue Apartment Corporation filed for 
bankruptcy, and the building was subsequently sold in June 1928 to the Fairfax Hotel Company 
of Washington, D.C. Around the same time, Fairfax also acquired a number of other distressed 
apartment properties in Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Buffalo. All were renamed either the 
Fairfax Apartments or Fairfax Hotel, the latter referring not strictly to a traditional type of 
temporary lodging but to an apartment hotel or long-term residential hotel. In Pittsburgh, it was 
the Fairfax Hotel, which opened in September 1928 (Figure 15). According to reporting in the 
Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, the Fairfax Hotel was “unique as far as Pittsburgh is concerned in that 
it offers apartment service to transients. A visitor to the city may rent a housekeeping apartment 
at the Fairfax, with kitchen, equipment and everything else required, for as short a period as one 
day.” Beyond the installation of some new furnishings in the guest rooms, very few alterations 
were made to the building to accommodate this slightly modified use. Of the 237 apartments, 
100 remained occupied by long-term tenants with leases executed before the changeover.7  
 

 
6 Table 10 – Homes by Tenure and Value or Monthly Rental, for Census Tracts: 1930, Census Tract Tables of 
Population and Families, Pittsburgh: 1930 (Federation of Social Agencies of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County, 
1930). 
7 “Fairfax Hotel Opens Portals to the Public,” Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph, September 16, 1928.  
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Figure 15 – Report on the opening of the Fairfax Hotel in the Pittsburgh Press-Sun, September 16, 1928. 
 
Despite the building’s new status as “hotel,” the Fairfax continued to be primarily occupied by 
long-term and month-to-month tenants as evidenced by the 1930 United States Census, which 
not only lists the building’s residents but also the rents they paid. Most rents came in between 
$100 and $130, which is in line with the monthly rents advertised in local papers at the time the 
building opened in 1927. The Fairfax was home to 405 residents in 1930, virtually all of whom 
were white, U.S.-born, and solidly middle and upper-middle class. Numerous teachers, salesmen 
and sales ladies, and actors and actresses called the building home, as did many in higher earning 
professions, such as doctors, lawyers, engineers, and one bank president. The major exceptions 
were the building’s live-in janitor, 31-year old William F. Beau and his wife, 21-year old 
Merien, the only non-white and African-American residents in the building. Born in Alabama 
and Georgia, respectively, the pair likely came to Pittsburgh with their families as part of the 
Great Migration that brought millions of African Americans from the rural south to northern 
cities beginning in 1916.8  
 

 
8 United States Census, Pittsburgh City, Enumeration District 2-48, Sheets 1A-5A, taken April 18-25, 1930. Census 
information was accessed at www.familysearch.org on April 14, 2021. 
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Figure 16 – Fairfax Hotel postcard, circa 1930s. 

 
The demographics of the Fairfax Hotel did not significantly change in subsequent years as 
evidenced by data in the 1940 census. Although some advertisements in local papers continued 
to call the building a “residential hotel,” the property was most often simply advertised as “The 
Fairfax” and in some cases “The Fairfax Apartments,” suggesting again that the number of 
transient guests was still small relative to long-term tenants. This remained true of the building 
into the 1950s and beyond.  
 
Although the population of Pittsburgh as a whole dropped nearly 14% between 1960 and 1970 – 
from 604,332 to 520,117 – North Oakland, where the Fairfax and many other large apartment 
buildings were located, actually increased about 10% – from 10,092 to 11,090 – due to the 
continued growth of the University of Pittsburgh, its hospital system, and Carnegie Mellon 
University during the mid- to late-twentieth century. While the economic status of the Fairfax 
Apartments’ residents has declined slightly in recent decades, becoming more solidly middle-
class, the building has remained a desirable place to live for local university students. Since the 
mid-1970s, when the last owner acquired the building, it has been known as the Fairfax 
Apartments, not the Fairfax Hotel. Alterations undertaken since 1975 have been largely 
cosmetic, as the original lobby, upper floor circulation plan, apartment layouts and finishes have 
largely been retained. The major exception has been the conversion of the first floor, which 
historically contained mostly apartments, into offices that are now vacant.  
 
The Architecture of the Fairfax Apartments 
The Fairfax Apartments is one of the largest and most notable examples of the Jacobethan 
Revival style of architecture in Pittsburgh. The revival of English architectural styles of the 
Renaissance period had its roots in the early- to mid-nineteenth century in England, when 
architects like Charles Barry (1795-1860) began to design large country houses in an eclectic 
manner that combined elements of both the Tudor or Elizabethan style, when the Gothic 
influence was still common, and the Jacobean style, when a classicism transmitted from 
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continental Europe through Renaissance architectural texts predominated.9 In the United States, 
English Renaissance styles were first popularized by architectural and landscape theorist Andrew 
Jackson Downing (1815-1852), who published a design for “A Villa in the Elizabethan Style,” in 
the fourth edition of his wildly popular book Cottage Residences.10 Although very few true 
Elizabethan or Jacobean-inspired buildings were completed during this period – the Gothic 
Revival, Italianate and, later, the Second Empire styles were far more common – Jacobethan 
forms and motifs did appear occasionally in domestic architecture later in the century.  
 
The Jacobethan Revival style experienced a surge of popularity on two fronts in the United 
States beginning in the mid- to late-1890s. On the one hand, Jacobethan became a preferred style 
of academic institutions. In a spin-off of the popular Collegiate Gothic style, the Philadelphia 
firm of Cope & Stewardson designed many university campuses in a manner that emulated 
English university buildings of the Elizabethan and Jacobean periods. The firm’s dormitory at 
the University of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia, completed in 1895, was one of the first major 
works in the style, influencing a host of other campuses around the country (Figure Q).  
 

 
Figure 17 – University of Pennsylvania Dormitory (Wikipedia).  

 
Like the University of Pennsylvania dormitory, most examples appearing on American campuses 
were, if not strictly imitative in terms of plan and overall form, highly accurate in terms of detail, 
featuring a profusion of picturesque towers, turrets, gables, and finials that were often copied 
directly from university buildings and grand country houses in Britain. Although the materiality 
of the source examples varied, featuring either fully stone facades or brick with stone detailing, 
the latter was most common in American works of the late-nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. 

 
9 The term “Jacobethan” is believed to have been coined by John Betjeman in his 1933 work Ghastly Good Taste 
(Chapman & Hall, publishers), reprinted in 1986 by Century, an imprint of Century Hutchinson Ltd., in association 
with the National Trust (see pages 41-43). See also Henry-Russell Hitchcock, Architecture: Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries (New York: Penguin, 1977), 117. 
10 Andrew Jackson Downing, Cottage Residences, or a Series of Designs for Rural Cottages and Cottage Villas and 
their Gardens and Grounds Adapted to North America (New York: Wiley & Halsted, 1856), 178-180. 
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In addition to academic settings, Jacobethan started to appear more fully in residential 
architecture across the United States around the turn of the century. While most middle-class and 
many larger, upper-class suburban houses often relied on the less formal Tudor style – with its 
rambling, asymmetrical forms, prominent gables, and imitation half-timbering – much grander 
residences and large apartment houses were often executed in the more stately Elizabethan and 
Jacobean styles. In many cases, the choice of the Jacobethan Revival style for apartment projects 
became one way of attracting tenants through its associations with the genteel living of the 
English nobility. One early, important example of the Jacobethan Revival style as applied to an 
apartment house is the Drexel Arms at 6301-6311 Overbrook Avenue in Philadelphia. Designed 
by renowned architect Horace Trumbauer, this four-story, U-plan building was built in the 
suburban surroundings of the Overbrook Farms neighborhood in 1909 (Figure 18). While less 
ornate than the University of Pennsylvania dormitory, the Drexel Arms is similar in its use of 
towers and rooftop ornamentation to achieve a distinctly Jacobethan look.  
 

 
Figure 18 – Drexel Arms (Google Maps, 2018).  

 
The Jacobethan Revival style remained in vogue through the next two decades, appearing in ever 
larger apartment developments across the United States. In many ways an extension of wealthy 
Americans’ desires to emulate the English aristocracy in their country houses, the popularity of 
the Jacobethan Revival style for apartment houses helped to attract and confer prestige on urban 
dwellers who might otherwise be tempted to move to the rapidly developing suburbs. One of the 
most significant examples is Alden Park, a collection of six high-rise apartment houses built in a 
park-like setting in Northwest Philadelphia between 1925 and 1928 (Figure 19). 
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Figure 19 – “The Manor” buildings at Alden Park (Marc J. Harary).  

 
Other important examples include Tudor City, a group of twelve high-rise apartment buildings 
begun in 1926 on the east side of Manhattan, across from what is now the United Nations 
(Figure 20); the Lake View Avenue Apartments at 2440 North Lakeview Avenue in Chicago, 
built in 1926-1927 (Figure 21); and the Maryland Apartments at 512 Beacon Street in Boston, 
built in 1929 (Figure 22). Like their counterpart the Fairfax Apartments in Pittsburgh, these 
apartment developments – all but one of which, the Maryland Apartments, are individually listed 
in the National Register – feature red brick facades with contrasting detailing in limestone, cast 
stone, or terra cotta, as well as a rooftop ornamentation ranging from ornate finials to crenellated 
parapets to towers and turrets with curvilinear copper roofs. Such features distinguish these 
buildings from their Classically-inspired neighbors.  
 

   
Figure 20 – Tudor City in New York City (Wikipedia).  
Figure 21 – Lakeview Apartments in Chicago (Redfin).  
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Figure 22 – Maryland Apartments in Boston (Google Maps, 2019).  

 
Although the Fairfax Apartments is less three-dimensional in its overall form than many of its 
Jacobethan contemporaries – in the words of architectural historian James D. Van Trump, “Quite 
like a New York apartment house, its enormous façade of brick and stone rises sheer from the 
Fifth Avenue sidewalk” – the building is nonetheless a major example in the style. The Fairfax’s  
“richly-textured scheme of decoration,” as Van Trump favorably describes it, includes key 
English Renaissance motifs that “would do credit to an Elizabethan or Jacobean manor house,” 
including skillfully carved stonework in the form of quoins, heraldic crests, the Gothic-style 
arched portal at the main entrance, and particularly the building’s rooftop ornamentation.11 Of 
the latter, Van Trump writes: 
 

With the exception of the superb late Gothic cornice of the Union Trust Building 
of 1916-17 in downtown Pittsburgh, the Fairfax cornice has the most dazzling 
display of roof ornaments in the city. Above the three pavilions or architectural 
projections of the facade, the flat carved-stone panels are ornamented with huge 
escutcheons, surmounted at the roofline with three-dimensional stone crowns. 
Arching over these are half-circles of masonry supported by Jacobean scrolls and 
strapwork. Flanking these arching half-circles are obelisks, and it is these splendid 
stone monoliths that provide the ultimate touch of fantasy to the Fairfax roofline. 
Classically they seem to salute the crocketed pinnacles of St. Paul's Cathedral just 
up the street.12 

 
Philip Morrison Jullien, Architect 
The Fairfax Apartments was designed by Washington, D.C., architect Philip Morrison Jullien. 
Born in Washington in 1875, Jullien was educated at Columbian College (now George 
Washington University) between 1894 and 1897. Before beginning his architectural career, 
Jullien traveled to Alaska to take part in the Klondike Gold Rush, although little is known of his 
experience there. By 1900, Jullien had moved to New York City, where he became an assistant 
in the leading architectural firms of the day, including McKim, Mead & White and Carrère & 
Hastings. For unknown reasons, Jullien moved to Vancouver, British Columbia in 1910, where 

 
11 James D. Van Trump, Life and Architecture in Pittsburgh (Pittsburgh History and Landmarks Foundation, 1983), 
90-91. 
12 Van Trump, 91. 
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he opened an independent practice, becoming a moderately successful designer of apartment 
buildings, theatres, and private homes. In 1917, Jullien moved his practice back home to 
Washington, D.C., where he soon won prominent commissions such as, in 1919, the Chastleton 
Apartments at 1701 16th Street NW, a large, eight-story apartment block in the neo-Gothic 
Revival style (Figure 23) and, in 1922, the vast Mediterranean Revival clubhouse of the 
Congressional Country Club in neighboring Bethesda, Maryland.13 In addition to numerous 
Washington, D.C. projects, Jullien was commissioned to design major works in cities across the 
eastern United States, including Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, Buffalo and Louisville. While Jullien 
continued to design a range of building types, including private homes, theatres, and occasionally 
industrial buildings, large apartment houses became his specialty.  
 

 
Figure 23 – Chastleton Apartments in Washington, D.C. (Google Maps, 2019).  

 
Several of Jullien’s most prominent works are located in Pittsburgh where, despite being an out-
of-town designer, he left a significant mark on the city. In downtown Pittsburgh, Jullien designed 
the Law & Finance Building (1927) at 429 Fourth Avenue and the Investment Building (1928-
1929) at 239 Fourth Avenue, both 21-story office towers in the Classical Revival style. Jullien 
also designed the Arlington Apartments, a nine-story building at the southeast corner of Centre 
Avenue and South Aiken Avenue in the Shadyside neighborhood, approximately three-quarters 
of a mile northeast of the Fairfax Apartments (Figure 24). Although designed in a more 
Classically-inspired Georgian Revival style rather than the Jacobethan mode of the Fairfax 
Apartments, the Arlington Apartments is highly similar to the Fairfax in terms of its sheer, street-
facing main block, fenestration pattern, two rear wings, and even the placement of its rooftop 
ornamentation.  
 

 
13 Entry for Philip M. Jullien in the Biographical Dictionary of Architects in Canada, 1800-1950, accessed at 
http://www.dictionaryofarchitectsincanada.org/node/187 on March 31, 2021. Information on Jullien’s career and 
works is also available in his American Institute of Architects membership file, accessed at 
http://content.aia.org/sites/default/files/2018-09/Jullien_PhilipM.pdf on March 31, 2021. 
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Figure 24 – Arlington Apartments in Pittsburgh (Father Pitt, accessed at 

https://fatherpitt.wordpress.com/2015/03/29/arlington-apartments-shadyside/ on April 21, 2021).  
 

Stylistically, the commission that most closely resembles Jullien’s Fairfax Apartments is his 
Arlington Apartment in Philadelphia (Figure 25). This large, ten-story Jacobethan-style 
apartment house as the northeast corner of 43rd and Locust Streets was built in 1926-1927, nearly 
at the same time as the Fairfax, then known as the Fifth Avenue Apartments.14 Although slightly 
less ornate than the Fairfax, the exterior treatment in brick and limestone, including the rooftop 
finials and other ornamentation, is similar to its Pittsburgh counterpart. Like the Fifth Avenue 
Apartments in Pittsburgh, the Arlington was acquired by the Fairfax Hotel Company in 1928 and 
was renamed the Fairfax Apartments that year.15 
 

 
Figure 25 – Arlington (later Fairfax) Apartments in Philadelphia (Google Maps, 2019).  

 
14 Philadelphia Real Estate Record and Builders’ Guide, v. 41, April 7, 1926, 214. 
15 “Activities of the Day in Real Estate,” The Philadelphia Inquirer, January 29, 1928, 16.  
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 Previous documentation on file (NPS):  
 
__X_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  

____ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
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10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property    ~0.9 acres      
 

 
 Use either the UTM system or latitude/longitude coordinates 

 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
1. Latitude:        40.44679       Longitude:       -79.94813      

 
2. Latitude:                              Longitude:                              

 
3. Latitude:                              Longitude:                              

 
4. Latitude:                              Longitude:                              
  

   
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 
The boundary of the property is shown as a dotted line on the accompanying map entitled “Site 
Plan with National Register Boundary” (Figure 2). 

 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
The proposed National Register Boundary conforms to the historic (and current) parcel and 
includes all remaining resources that were historically associated with the Fairfax Apartments. 
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Form Prepared By 
 
name/title:  Kevin  McMahon, Associate  
organization:  Powers & Company, Inc. 
street & number: 1315 Walnut Street, Suite 1717 
city or town:  Philadelphia  state:  PA  zip code: 19107 
e-mail: kevin@powersco.net 
telephone: (215) 636-0192 
date: June 25, 2021 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 Maps:   A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 
    

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
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Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs to 
the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to the 
photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, photo date, 
etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on every 
photograph. 

 
Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  Fairfax Apartments 
 
City or Vicinity: Pittsburgh 
 
County: Allegheny State: PA 
 
Photographer: Robert Powers 
 
Date Photographed: March 9, 2021 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 
Photograph #    Description of Photograph 

1.  North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
2.  East and north elevations, looking southwest from Fifth Avenue. 
3.  North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
4.  North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
5.  South and east elevations, view northwest. On the right is the service 

driveway. 
6.  North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
7.  Rear courtyard, looking north. 
8.  West elevation, view southeast. The white brick wall is on the adjacent bank 

property. 
9.  Main lobby, looking east. 
10.  Main lobby, looking west. 
11.  Main lobby, looking north. 
12.  Main lobby, looking south. 
13.  First floor, office corridor, looking east. 
14.  North elevation, looking south from across Fifth Avenue. 
15.  First floor offices, looking east. 
16.  First floor offices, looking east. 
17.  First floor offices, looking south. 
18.  First floor offices, looking southwest. 
19.  Corridor on second floor, looking north. 
20.  Corridor on fourth floor, looking west. 
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21.  Corridor on ninth floor, looking east. 
22.  Apartment on second floor, living room, looking south. 
23.  Apartment on second floor, bedroom, looking south. 
24.  Apartment on second floor, living/bedroom, looking west. 
25.  Apartment on fourth floor, living/bedroom, looking east. 
26.  Apartment on fourth floor, kitchen, looking west. 
27.  Apartment on sixth floor, living room, looking west. 
28.  Apartment on sixth floor, bedroom, looking west. 
29.  Apartment on ninth floor, living room, looking north. 
30.  Apartment on ninth floor, kitchen, looking south. 
31.  Apartment on ninth floor, bedroom, looking south. 
32.  Stairway on ninth floor, looking east. 

 
 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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Index of Figures – Section 7 
Figure #    Description of Figure 

  1. Current Aerial View (Google Maps). 
  2. Site Plan with National Register Boundary. 

 

Index of Figures – Section 8 
Figure #    Description of Figure 

3.  The North Oakland section of Pittsburgh in context. 
4.  Excerpt from The Atlas of Pittsburgh and Allegheny City, G.M. Hopkins, 1882. 
5.  Bellefield Dwellings (Google Maps, 2019). 
6.  Schenley Apartments (Google Maps, 2019). 
7.  King Edward Apartments (Google Maps, 2019). 
8.  Webster Hall (Google Maps, 2019). 
9.  Schenley Arms (Google Maps, 2020).  
10.  The Adrian (Google Maps, 2020). 
11.  Dithridge Apartments (Google Maps, 2017). 
12.  Image of the Fairfax from the January 17, 1926 edition of the Pittsburgh Post-

Gazette. 
13.  Advertisement from The Pittsburgh Daily Post, March 6, 1927. 
14.  Advertisement from The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, April 17, 1927. 
15.  Report on the opening of the Fairfax Hotel in the Pittsburgh Press-Sun, September 

16, 1928. 
16.  Fairfax Hotel postcard, circa 1930s. 
17.  University of Pennsylvania Dormitory (Wikipedia). 
18.  Drexel Arms (Google Maps, 2018). 
19.  “The Manor” buildings at Alden Park (Marc J. Harary). 
20.  Tudor City in New York City (Wikipedia). 
21.  Lakeview Apartments in Chicago (Redfin). 
22.  Maryland Apartments in Boston (Google Maps, 2019). 
23.  Chastleton Apartments in Washington, D.C. (Google Maps, 2019). 
24.  Arlington Apartments in Pittsburgh (Father Pitt) 
25.  Arlington (later Fairfax) Apartments in Philadelphia (Google Maps, 2019). 
26.  Existing first floor plan with photo key. 
27.  Existing second floor plan with photo key. 
28.  Existing fourth floor plan with photo key. 
29.  Existing sixth floor plan with photo key. 
30.  Existing ninth floor plan with photo key. 
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Figure 26 – Existing first floor plan with photo key.  

 

 
Figure 27 – Existing second floor plan with photo key. 
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Figure 28 – Existing fourth floor plan with photo key. 

 

 
Figure 29 – Existing sixth floor plan with photo key. 
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Figure 30 – Existing ninth floor plan with photo key. 
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