
Commission on Human Relations Meeting Minutes 

Monday, November 2, 2020 

Attendance: virtual meeting via Zoom. 

Commissioners:  

Brittany Beasley  

Rabbi Sharyn Henry  

Leah Lizarando  

Zack Block 

Rev. Liddy Barlow 

Wasiullah Mohamed, Chair 

David C. Bush    

Chaz Kellem 

Jen Presutti 

Michael Bartley 

Alberto Benzaquen 

 

Staff:  

Jam Hammond, Acting Director 

Wesley Speary, Deputy Director 

Rita Porterfield 

Emily Costello 

Chris Soult 

Rachel Shepherd 

Saunders Ruffin 

Guests: 

Bob Damewood 

Helen Gerhardt 

Richard Morris 



Closed Captioner  

John Tague 

Paul O’Hanlon 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
a. Chair Mohamed Called the meeting to Order at 3:36 p.m. 

II. PUBLIC COMMENT(S) 

a. AFFH Task Force 

i. Richard Morris – former housing committee member; goal was to 

revitalize the task force and wanted that to come out of the housing 

committee along with Helen Gerhardt for 8 months or so 
ii. Helen Gerhardt – after two years of research, 6 sessions to explain policies 

to the public in 2018. Talk about examples in other cities and reasons for 

recommendations; received feedback in initial sessions in terms of 

resident feedback. Then had a kickoff event in April/May 2019 over 75 

people attended downtown, then satellite sessions around the City.  
iii. Bob Damewood: on committee and worked with task force to identify 

barriers to housing choice and to identify strategies to overcome those 

barriers. No more lackluster analysis, implement the strategies already 

recommended. 
iv. Richard Morris – this was already voted on to go to the Mayor’s Office 

and Council. Somewhere along the way, it was waylaid and didn’t happen. 

This is a commission report done by the commission and submitted to the 

appropriate authorities, which is why there is the ask to move the work 

forward now.  
v. Wes Speary – there were meetings with Commissioners and appropriate 

City personnel, notes available, in the Commission Plan, over 100 

community organizations. There were 5 meetings in Fall 2019.  
vi. Bob Damewood – this was sent to OMB where it appears to have stalled. 

No reaching out from OMB to Task Force. No widespread outreach 

intended to reach informed comments and no action was taken. Paul 

O’Hanlon on Disability Task Force and was not contacted. Deficient 

public outreach process; notices in the Post-Gazette are useless. 
vii. Helen Gerhardt – City was informed and invited multiple times, AFFHTF 

was transparent, expectations were raised in the community, and City has 

not taken any action of significance.  
viii. Wasi Mohamed – time check of 4:00 p.m. acknowledgment of faults in 

process, but there is a good framework for further conversation. What are 

next steps to contact commenters? 
ix. Paul O’Hanlon -- There has been a disconnect regarding the history of this 

task force; OMB obtusely unaware of these recommendations landing 



with a “resounding thud of no consequences”. Planning process should not 

be a total joke.  
x. Liddy Barlow – thank you for comments and for former commissioners 

holding feet to the fire. It’s tough and significant change as recommended 

and requires lots of follow through with a local government. This should 

go to committee for action, not to be filed away.  
xi. Wasi Mohamed – plan is to get some action through follow up with City 

and TF members 
III. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

a. August 31, 2020 
b. Comments: none 

c. Motion to Adopt Minutes as noted by Commissioner Bush; Seconded by 

Commissioner Bartley; unanimous voice vote in favor. No abstentions. 

IV. COMMITTEE AND STAFF REPORT 

a. Director’s Report 

i. Update on housing videos -- working with FHP and CREATE Lab 
ii. Passage of CROWN Act -- guidance completed by Rita Porterfield, 

available on the Web 
iii. Working with staff: 

1. Goal – keep ongoing projects stable; do not lose current contacts 

and projects 
2. Goal – be innovative in ensuring project successes and keep new 

projects within Commission’s mission as budget tightens 
iv. Chaz Kellem – budget concerns? 

1. Jam Hammond – included budget request for shift of work flow 

and additional investigator to address City/Civil Rights/Police 

Complaints and outreach. Got rid of a lot of other items and a 

$10,000 ask. Informed recently of not getting any budget requests. 

Mayor’s Office has not yet submitted his own budget. 

2. Rachel Shepherd – email is concerning, does not want to cut admin 

to part-time if no new investigator; best case is budget being left 

alone 
v. Wasi Mohamed – Anything to help? 

1. Keep an eye on budget, and be prepared to consider how to adjust 

work or argue/advocate for sufficient staff 
2. Rachel Shepherd – hearing with council, Commissioners can be a 

part of it, must submit names in advance. If Commissioners wish 

to participate, it is in December, must let Rachel know. 
b. Finance Committee 

i. David Bush – no formal first meeting with Jam Hammond; however, it’s a 

City budget facing cuts, not all of Commission’s resources.  

c. Community Relations Committee 



i. Wes Speary – not receiving a lot of submissions, and students/teachers not 

made aware; additional campaign w/ extended deadline to November 30. 

Additional funding from Highmark and Women’s March; web site 

updated, please share  more info to get more response. 
d. Justice & Equity Committee 

i. No chair yet, but lots of staff support, so co-chairing may be a useful tool. 
ii. Another plea for chair or co-chair; contact Jam Hammond 

iii. Commissioner Lizarando: Co-chair is more effective because of the 

undertaking 
e. Personnel Committee 

i. Commissioner Barlow – rec'd 24 applications for position of director. 8 to 

move forward with a phone screening. Once completed, then Zoom 

Interviews. 

f. Public Hearing Section 

i. No updates, but remain at the ready 
V. OLD BUSINESS 

a. Proposed changes to the bylaws (Executive Committee) 
i. Changes sent for review.  

ii. Commissioner Barlow: Motion to adopt proposed changes; Seconded 

Commissioner Bartley; Unanimous voice vote in favor; no opposition, no 

abstentions.  
VI. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Calendar for 2021 
i. Jam Hammond: Needs to be drafted and voted on at next meeting. Open to 

suggestions 
1. Wasi Mohamed – how does calendar creation process work? 

a. Jam Hammond – typically meet first Monday of each 

month, meetings spread out over summer 

(August/September); Only 10 meetings required 
b. Consider holiday list when scheduling; 11 meetings 

scheduled in case of some event needing to be cancelled.  
2. Wes Speary: potential work holidays may be another consideration 

for scheduling. January 1 is a Friday and the 4th is the first 

Monday. July meeting was in middle of month, August at end of 

month 
b. Resource-Sharing AFFH Taskforce History and Recommendations - addressed in 

public comment section 
c. AFFH Taskforce Recommendations: Commission Next Steps -- addressed in 

public comment section 

d. Wes – normally, Commission has Community meeting in December, so should it 

still be that? How to approach.  
VII. ADJOURNMENT 



Motion made by Commissioner Kellem; seconded by Commissioner Beasley; unanimous 

vote in favor at 4:46 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 


