
  
 

CITY  OF  P ITTSBUR GH  

Historic Review Commission  

200 ROSS STREET | CIVIC BUILDING, FOURTH FLOOR | HISTORICREVIEW@PITTSBURGHPA.GOV 

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 
 

DIRECTIONS: 
Please note: You must complete a Zoning and 
Development Review Application (ZDR) along with this 
Application. The ZDR can be filed and fees paid online 
after creating an account at OneStopPGH. Please upload 
this Application when submitting the ZDR along with your 
supporting documentation. 

DEADLINE: 
Completed applications must be received at least 13 
business days prior to the HRC hearing, when a hearing is 
required. In order to confirm your spot on the agenda, you 
must confirm that your application has been received by 
emailing historicreview@pittsburghpa.gov. 

FEE SCHEDULE: 
See attached.   

 

STAFF USE ONLY: 
 
DATE RECEIVED:______________________ 
 
LOT AND BLOCK NUMBER:________________ 
 
WARD: ______________________________ 
 
DISTRICT: _________________________ 
 
ZDR#: _____________________________ 
 
FEE PAID: ____________________________ 

 
ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICANT/PROPERTY OWNER INFORMATION 
 

OWNER NAME:____________________________   COMPANY NAME:________________________ 

 
OWNER ADDRESS:_______________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICANT NAME:__________________________  COMPANY NAME:________________________ 
 

APPLICANT ADDRESS:_____________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICANT CONTACT (EMAIL):  __________________________     (PHONE):___________________ 
 

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION (REQUIRED):     
 

 Drawings  Photographs  Renderings  Site Plan  Other 
 

 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT (ATTACH ANOTHER SHEET IF NEEDED): 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

APPLICANT OR PROPERTY OWNER SIGNATURE: 
 
 
SIGN:______________________________________________________DATE:_____________ 

1132 W North Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Andrew and Shannon Reichert

1132 W North Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

Andrew Reichert

1132 W North Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15233

areichert@birgo.com 412-608-4571

X X X

Replace garage doors, masonry work at sills and lintels, repainting of masonry, juliette balconies,

replace exterior doors, install and paint PVC vents for HVAC system

10/8/2021

mailto:historicreview@pittsburghpa.gov




HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

The following work on the garage at 1132 W North Ave - Garage has already been approved by the HRC:

● Roof replacement

● HVAC condenser installation (pending fence installation, which has been ordered)

● Window replacement

● Exterior door replacement

This application is for the following additional work:

● Replacement of garage doors

● Masonry work at sills and lintels

● Repainting of masonry

● Juliette balconies

● Replacement of exterior doors

● Installation and painting of PVC vents for HVAC system

These will be discussed individually below, with photos provided. A site plan is included in Exhibit A, with

a google map view in Exhibit B, and letter from the architect in Exhibit C.

Replacement of garage doors

There are two garage doors on the garage. Prior to the current ownership, the original garage doors had

been replaced with aluminum doors, which looked the like the below:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Proposing replacement of both garage doors with cross-hatch style in-kind replacement aluminum

garage doors, pictured below:

Masonry work at sills and lintels

The existing lintels and sills were a mix of brick (some painted) and rotted wood (see Exhibit C for letter

from architect noting deteriorated wood conditions):
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Recommending replacement of wooden sills and lintels with brick infill and steel angle irons:

Repainting of masonry

The existing masonry contained various colored bricks that had been infilled through the years, various

colored mortar, and both paint and grafitti on the existing structure (approximately 40% to 50% of the

surface area). Additionally the existing brick was porous due to weather through the years (see letter

from architect in Exhibit C):
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Recommending painting with color match to existing brick and to the main home:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Some contextual photos are included below of the adjacent properties (see Exhibit B for google maps)

location of subject property and adjacent streets.

Context at Fontella, facing South:

Context at Fontella, facing North:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Context at Hamlin (alley), facing East:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Context at Hamlin (alley), facing West:

Juliette balconies

Existing openings at floor level of the second floor (a door and a larger window) pose safety risk:

Page 8



HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Proposing adding Juliette balconies from wrought iron material to provide railings and safety:

Replacement of exterior doors

Garage contains three existing man doors that had been reviewed in the past by the HRC, two of which

are pictured below (one is covered by the vegitation), with transomes above:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Proposing replacement with three flat-panel man doors with transoms above and trim added:

Installation and painting of PVC vents for HVAC system

Existing structure did not have forced air and therefore did not have any HVAC ventilation:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Recommending painting two HVAC vents to color match the brick:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Summary

Original building (from google street view):

Proposed modifications:
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Exhibit A - Site Plan
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Exhibit B - Google Maps Location
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HRC CoA Application - 1132 W North Ave - Garage

Exhibit C - Letter from Architect

[Included on Next Page]
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SONDER architecture + design, LLC 
848 W  North Avenue - Suite 105     |    Pittsburgh, PA 15233   |    (412) 329-6226   |    www.sonderarch.com 

 
Historic Review Commission 
200 Ross St – Civic Building, Fourth Floor 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
 
RE: Carriage House - 1132 W North Ave, Pittsburgh, PA 15233  
 
         October 18, 2021    
 
We assisted the owner of 1132 W North with minor alterations in 2019 and were invited to walk through the 
existing building with them prior to the Carriage House restoration. During our initial walk-through of the 
existing Carriage House on 1132 W North Ave, a few key exterior architectural and fenestration items were in 
immediate need of attention: 
 

1. Condition of the existing wood windows, lintels, and sills. 
2. Condition of the existing masonry (bricks). 

 
Buildings in this condition often fall victim to damage caused by unprotected weathering, structural instability 
and deterioration, mold, wood rot and decay. 1132 W North did have all these items to some extent but was in 
reasonable condition considering. It had (and still has) a good foundation and exterior bones. When a new 
owner purchases a structure in this state, its rejuvenation is a delicate balance of capital allocation to provide 
safety, longevity, and aesthetic improvements that the existing structure requires. 
 
Existing Fenestration: To prevent additional water damage to the Carriage House, replacing the existing 
windows with new energy efficient upgrades in the existing openings were one of the first exterior items of 
importance. Several of the existing wood lintels were deteriorating, and if still existing, the wooden sills were in 
further disrepair. After removing the existing window assemblies, masonry infills at the sills and lintels were 
carefully cut, grouted, and pointed as required to preserve the existing openings and tie into the surrounding 
brick to preserve structural integrity.  
 
Existing Masonry: The existing masonry had been patched and pointed in various places on the facades, often 
with mismatched brick. The existing brick’s condition was weathered to the point that the brick-faces had 
become porous. When a masonry structure is in this condition, painting the brick with a quality exterior 
masonry paint, colored to match the existing face brick is a good option to protect and maintain the existing 
masonry from water infiltration and further deterioration. It also provides minimal disruption to the exterior 
color of the original structure.  
 
Finding the balance of feasibility and appropriateness should always be part of the conversation when 
discussing alterations to structures within historic districts. We are delighted to work with an Owner who will 
rise to the challenge of breathing new life into a piece of history, when they could have, perhaps more easily, 
made a choice to build new. We are pleased to see the journey 1132 W North has taken since we first walked 
through the existing space.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
Nathaniel R. Orr, AIA, NCARB 
Principal Architect 
SONDER architecture + design, LLC 
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