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Refugee Crisis

What is the refugee crisis? And does it need more attention? A refugee is someone who

leaves their country for reasons having to deal with issues in their country of origin such as war

and famine. So far, 14.4 million Syrians have been forcibly displaced since the war started,

which is more than half of the country’s population. There have been hundreds of thousands of

refugees killed for no reason. The refugee crisis in Syria is a social justice issue that needs more

attention because millions of people are trying to escape death, horrible health conditions,

limited access to basic services, and job opportunities; however the UNHCR (United Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees) is helping by collecting donations from around the world to

help provide enough food and clothing to refugee’s camps, and as I have been one of the Syrian

refugees who overcame all these difficulties, it’s important to me to see other people’s lives

improve.

The only and biggest cause of the refugee crisis is the Syrian civil war. Since the civil war

started, people are dying, houses are getting destroyed, and hunger is everywhere. People don’t

know what to do because if they go out of their houses they might get killed, and if they stay

inside the houses might get destroyed on their heads. Overall, it’s a hard decision to make

regardless because, in both scenarios, lives are lost and people suffer. People don’t have food and

they don’t have a place that they can go to and get food. Syria lost so many innocent lives due to

some people who are fighting to take the power of the country. It’s unfair because these people

had nothing to do with the problem. It's been a long time, not one or two years, but ten years of a

horrible life. Still, no one knows if there will be an end to this awful war.



Refugees go through a lot of bad health conditions because it’s one of their biggest

struggles. Healthcare is really expensive for everyone and especially someone who flees their

homeland and loses their job. As a result, refugees, especially children, wouldn't be able to give

that much time to take care of health issues because they would be more worried about starting

their new life. Due to the weakened health systems, overcrowding, poor water,  sanitation

conditions, interrupted immunization activities, and delayed diagnoses, refugees are at risk of

getting vulnerable to communicable diseases. According to the UNHCR, an organization that

helps refugees, “most of the Communicable Diseases that are spreading in refugee’s camps are

measles, viral hepatitis, diphtheria, and whooping cough” (UNHCR). These diseases can lead to

death if they aren't treated as soon as possible. Not only are refugees not able to go to a doctor,

but they are also not able to buy medicine. Bad health makes it harder to find a job that is willing

to hire.

Most people have experienced how hard it is to find a job, but for a refugee, you would

need double the effort of any other person. Most people would choose not to hire refugees

because they think that refugees ruined their country and are coming to do something bad to the

worksite. Some people are smart but with black hearts, because they would choose to hire

refugees but with a very low salary and for a long amount of hours. These people know very well

that each refugee needs money to start building up what the war has destroyed. Not only that but

refugees would get treated very badly at these kinds of jobs because employers would be racist.

There are countries where refugees are not allowed to work, and if they get caught working, they

have to go to prison. In this situation, there is no way for refugees to live. Some refugees might

also end up in countries that require them to learn a new language, which might take years.



Some organizations do the best they can to help as many refugees as they can. One of the

most popular organizations is the UNHCR (United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees).

This organization started in the 1950s and its focus is to help people who live in refugee camps

and some other areas around the world. There are 19.5 million refugees worldwide, and so far

the UNHCR was able to help over 14.4 million refugees. According to their website, all the

donations that they get help to provide life-saving humanitarian aid, like buying medicine and

other necessities like stoves, and fuel for heating, insulation for tents, thermal blankets, and

winter clothing. These are just the basic things that refugees would probably need.

As a refugee, I think that the Syrian refugee crisis needs more help because it’s an

ongoing issue that has caused 19.5 million people to leave their homeland to stay alive, get

deadly diseases, no source of basic needs, schools, and worksites; one of the helping resources

for refugees is the UNHCR, an organization that focuses on the needs of refugees. The Syrian

civil war made people leave the country so they don’t get killed in seconds. After the Syrian

people leave the country, they have a hard time finding a surrounding country that is willing to

accept them and a job to work because most employers think that refugees are bad employees

who don’t know how to work. As a result, people get busy finding new homes and jobs and they

forget about their health problems. Children also face struggles like education where most of

their new locations don’t offer it. The UNHCR was able to provide millions of refugees with

food, water, and clothing. I care about this social justice issue because I have been one of the

refugees who struggled a lot to improve my life. It would be best if everyone had the chance to

live a good life.


