Department of Permits, Licenses, and Inspections

Decks and Pools
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Why are permits required?

Pools:
* Accidental drowning.

* Accidental electrical shock due to
improper installation methods and/or
location of equipment or devices.

Decks:
e Structural failure:

DANGER
Earth grounding does not
remove dangerous touch voltage.
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Ground rods will not clear a ground-fault and
they do not provide lightning protection for the
outside wiring. Why are they sometimes
installed? Somebody started this strange
practice and others just blindly follow.
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Type of Permits Required

Pools:
* Occupancy Permit — if permanent and less than 24 inches deep.
* Building Permit —all other pools.

Decks:

* Occupancy Permit — if uncovered and 30 inches maximum above
grade.

* Building Permit — all other decks.



Type of Permits Required

Occupancy Permits:

* Zoning Department Review
* Application begins in the Zoning Department.
* Site plan or survey will be required.
* Application will be reviewed for compliance with the Zoning Code,
including applicable setbacks based on the Zoning District.
* PLI Review

 Application generally processed over the counter, once applicable fees are
paid.



Type of Permits Required

Building Permits:

* Zoning Department Review
* Application begins in the Zoning Department.
* Site plan or survey will be required.
* Application reviewed for compliance with the Zoning Code, including
applicable setbacks based on the Zoning District.
* PLI Review
* Application reviewed for compliance with Building Code regulations.

* If construction drawings are required, these are logged into PLI Plan
Review Quevue.



Type of Documentation Required

CITY OF PITTSBURGH . BUILDING / OCCUPANCY
O O - DEPARTMENT OF # RESIDENTIAL
O PERMITS, LICENSES, AND INSPECTIONS PERMIT APPLICATION

200 Ross Street, Suite 320, Pittsburgh, PA 15219
phone (412) 255-2175, fax (412) 255-2974

* Completed residential occupancy/building e

Use of Structure:
1 Single family dwelling

(]
[ {1 Two family dwelling (A valid Certificate of Occupancy required for all Two-family permit applications. A new
- Occupancy Permit application can be made at the Zoning Department.)

[ Accessory (Describe): (Fence, deck, retaining wall, garage, etc).
] (] (] ] H
http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/bbi/Residential P [ e—_r—"
u u . [ Interior Renovation [ Roof 1 Fence - height: [ Electrical Work
T T T T =4 T =
. [ Abate Condemnation [J Windows Doors [ Porch [ Plumbing Work
] Addition [ Exterior Doors ] Garage
( rl I II Orl I l.DC [ New House [ Pool
T

[ Retaining Wall - height:

* If custom built pool, construction drawings
prepared and sealed by a PA licensed architect e

[ Property Owner self-performing work at primary residence.
OR

or engineer will be required. e e————

State License No.: PA City License No.: BL

(Required for construction of new house)
Signature: __ Costof Work: $___
Phone: Email/Fax:

5. APPLICANT'S AFFIDAVIT:

1 am the Owner of the property, or an agent of the Owner, for which this application is filed. If an agent, I certify
that I have been authorized by the Owner to complete this application on their behalf. As the applicant, I certify
that the information provided as part of this application is correct.



http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/bbi/Residential_Permit_Form.pdf

Type of Documentation Required

Deck:

* Completed deck application:
http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/bbi/Residential Deck
PLI Application.pdf.

* Framing/Structural Information:

* Completed deck application confirmingintent to design
and construct deck per American Wooc?CounciI's "Design
forC odeAcceptance #6 - Prescriptive Residential Wood Deck
Construction Guide”and compliance with PLI limitations.
Deck guide:
http://www.awc.org/publications/dca/dca6/dca6-09.pdf.

* Two sets of construction drawings prepared and sealed by
a PA licensed architect or engineer.



http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/bbi/Residential_Deck_PLI_Application.pdf
http://www.awc.org/publications/dca/dca6/dca6-09.pdf

Pool Requirements

BOTTOM OF

* Barrier required around all pools (including hot TR e
tubs and spas):

* Prevents small children and infants from accessing

pool.
* Allowed to be fence, wall of the house, or above-

ground pool structure. T
* Barrier required to be a minimum of 48 inches high. A
* Openings generally sized to restrict passage of 4 G

inch sphere.

48 IN.

\

 Additional opening limitations apply if design
includes horizontal members, diagonal members or
chain link fence.

=[I=N ZENZZANN
2 IN. MAX

HORIZONTAL MEMBERS SPACED
LESS THAN 45 IN.




Pool Requirements

e Barrier (Continued):

* If wall of the house serves as barrier, one of the following to be provided:
* Powered safety cover.
* Doors with direct access to have alarm with audible warningwhen opened.

* If above-ground pool serves as barrier, one of the followingis required:

 Ladder or steps to be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent access.
* Additional barrier provided around ladder or steps to prevent access.

* Gate for pedestrian access to open away from pool, be self-closingand have a
self-latching device.

 Additional information regarding barriers and construction/design
standards can be found in Appendix G of the 2009 International
Residential Code:
https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/chapter/content/4987/.



https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/chapter/content/4987/

Pool Requirements

An electrical permit is required to ensure that:
* Proper wiring methods are used.

* Electrical devices and equipment are located
appropriately in relation to the pool.

* The pool structure, associated equipment and
water is effectively bonded. This creates
equipotential between all elements of the pool
and the user; thus preventing users from
accidental shocks.

* The pool structure and associated equipment is
effectively grounded. This ensures that the pool
structure and equipment are protected from
electrical surges.

Permanently Installed Pools
Bonding Metal Parts
Section 680.26(B)(1)

All metal parts of pool
structures must be bonded
together. Nonconductive steel
cannot be used because it does
not eliminate voltage gradients.

COPYRIGNT 3304 Niko Mol Evapriess, o



Deck Guide Overview

Limitation of Use:

* Deck is supported by wood posts which are a
minimum size of 6 x 6 (nominal).

* Heightis limited to a maximum of a single story
and 8 feet above grade.

General Info:

 Based on product testing and the requirements
of the 2009 International Residential Code
requirements.

 Framing capacity based on wood species,
exposure to weather and preservative
treatment for certain wood species.

Design for
Codé Acceptance

Prescriptive Residential Wood
Deck Construction Guide

Based on the 2009 International Residential Code

ost-to-beam connection

p ecti
(flush, tight bearing)
post




Deck Guide Overview

Review sizing of:

* Joist

* Beam

* Footing

e Attachmenttohouse
* Stability

American Wood Council's "Design for Code Acceptance #6 - Prescriptive Residential Wood
Deck Construction Guide”: http://www.awc.org/pdf/codes-standards/publications/dca/AWC-
DCA62009-DeckGuide-1007.pdf

See thisAWClink for a more in depth information:

http://www.awc.org/education/main/lists/bcd-building-codes/bcd-301-prescriptive-
residential-wood-deck-construction-guide-(dcab---2009-irc-version)



http://www.awc.org/pdf/codes-standards/publications/dca/AWC-DCA62009-DeckGuide-1007.pdf
http://www.awc.org/education/main/lists/bcd-building-codes/bcd-301-prescriptive-residential-wood-deck-construction-guide-(dca6---2009-irc-version)

Inspections

Occupancy Permit:

* Inspector will verify that the as-built size and location of pool or deck
matches that identified on Zoning approved site plan.

Building Permit:

* Footing/foundation.

* Underground and rough-in for electrical (pool).

* Framing.

* Verification of size and location per Zoning approved site plan.
* Final.



Common Issues

Department of City Planning Coordination:
* Historic district requirements or review not addressed.

* Environmental overlay conditions: undermined, landslide prone,
floodplain, etc. not addressed.

Application:

* Multistory or rooftop deck, cantilevered conditions, etc. will require
construction drawings.

* Size and location as approved by Zoning not coordinated with
construction drawings.



Common Issues

Inspection:

e Size and location differs from that
approved by Zoning.

Deck attached improperly to house.
* Lateral restraint missing.

Pool installed without an electrical
permit.

* Extension wiring used instead of
permanent wiring.

* Work completed without inspections.

CITY OF PITTSBURGH William Ped uto - Mayor

Department of Permits, Licenses, and Inspections Maura Kennedy - Director
200 Ross Street - Third Floor, Pittshurgh, PA 15219
412-255-2175412-255-2074 (fax)

Residential Building
Permit Number: 17-B-XXXXXX

CONTRACTOR: POOLS N AT OWNER: JOE AND JANE HOMEOWNER
10 POOL WAY 1 STREET NAME
PITTSBURGH, PA 15219 PITTSBURGH, P4 15201

LICENSE NO.: PA#
PHONE: CONTRACTOR PHONE# PHONE:

JOB ADDRESS 1STREET NAME PARCEL: 00000000000000000
APPROVED BY: DAVID GREEN ISSUE DATE: 06/02/2017
INSPECTOR: NAME - CELL# WARD: 31

WORK DESCRIPTION: BUILD A 28'X 16' IN-GROUND S3WIMMING POOL ACCEBBORY TO SINGLE-FAMILY
DWELLING

PERMITTED USE(s): USE OF A28 X 16' IN-GROUND SWIMMING POOL ACCESSORY TO SINGLE-FAMILY

DWELLING

NEW CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY REQUIRED: YES

ZONING INFORMATION: VARIANCES/ APPEALS:
- ZONING DISTRICT: RI1D-L

PERMIT INFORM ATION:
- BUILDING CODE: IRC 2009
- USE GROUF(9): Single Family Dwelling

ADDITIONAL PERMITS REQUIRED: ADDITIONAL INSPE CTIONS RE QUIRED:

- ELECTRIC

FEE SUMMARY:

ESTIMATED COST OF WORK: $25,000.00
BUILDING PERMIT FEE: $46 .00

SETF: $4.00

OCCUPANCY PERMIT FEE: $40.00
ZONING FILING FEE: $30.00

TOTAL FEE: $120.00

Notice: All required inspections and acceptance tests are to be scheduled by contacting the inspector bebareen 8 am-dpm, Monday
throughFriday. Failure to do so may result in suspension of contractor’ slicense. All new cettificates of occupancy will include an
inspection for appropriate smoke andfor catbon monoxide detectors.

If you canmot reach your inspector, please contact SUPERVISOR at SUPERVISOR CELL# or SUPERVISOR ENAIL.




Questions, and Thank you!



