
 Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission  

 March 17th 2021 

 

 Minutes 

   

Roy Blankenship Jr takes Jamil’s member position in the Shade Tree 

Commission.                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                

         

1. Approval of February Minutes 

 

Matt corrected that Marti shouldn’t be noted as the Chair, where Kristen should be indicated in the attendance. 

The guest should be bumped to the bottom, and the commissioners should be at the top. 

Alicia pointed out a spelling mistake of Rosie’s name. 

Matt motioned to prove the minutes as amended. Alicia second the motion. February minutes were approved 

with note changes. 

 

2. 2021 Priorities Discussion 
 

Revise Pittsburgh Code Article XIII is still the priority. 

A discussion around whether support is still necessary and whether the exact dollar amount should be removed 

happened in the second priority for the Tree Equity Investment Plan. This priority has been tabled. 

The footnote of Support Purchase of Electric Bucket Truck needs to be revised. The second number three, 

“Support Public Works Forestry Division”, need to be renumbered. 

Kristen will make the notation of the previous approvals to the priority’s document. 

Matt pointed out that the support to specific partners names includes Tree Pittsburgh, PWSA, and Chatham, 

should be removed from priorities since the Commission is moving to an RFP process. He strengthened that it’s 

not removing the whole section 5, but just the partners’ name. 

 

A formal vote will be taken next month when all the information is added to the document. 

 

3. Report (Forestry, Tree Pittsburgh, City Departments, Utilities) 

 

Forestry Report: Forestry is working on the final oak pruning, elm pruning, and winter pruning process. Some 

work on oak trees is contracted out and performed by Davey. Spring planting season is coming. The arbor day 

celebration in Mellon Park will report back in the next meeting. The proposed arboretum will be tagged and 
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post information about the trees, and there might even have a virtual tree tour later. Lisa is also working on the 

new budget for the 2022 budget year. 

Michael announced that for utility coordination, root pruning and removal guidance had been distributed to 

everyone. And there is going to be a more comprehensive update in the Right of Way Manual. We got eight 

projects going on right now, including a stormwater project and a sewer line repair in the Riverview Park that 

will provide many opportunities for tree planting and restoration. Michael will meet with Duquesne Light at 

12:30 to review some of their maintenance areas. 

Rebecca mentioned the Cambium Carbon Technical Service Grant that they are developing the White Paper, 

which will be completed next month. They are looking at a sustainable funding mechanism. For the grant from 

the Trust for Public Land, the Hazelwood Initiatives is planting trees and doing some trail work on the 

Hazelwood greenway. 

James reports that PWSA awarded the contract to the agency for the stormwater master plan for the City of 

Pittsburgh. Besides, the designs for the stormwater and revitalization of Wightman Park in Squirrel Hill 

received the American Society of Civil Engineers Sustainability Award. Phase one of the project was just the 

park. Phase two of this project will expand the tributary area to the neighboring streets, increase control and 

have a great need for tree planting. 

Jim updates that their large projects are almost done and currently working on the Arbor Day for a 9-mile run. 

They also will team up on some tree planting in Highland Park. 

 

4. Canopy Impacts 
 

Lisa updates a plan is going to be implemented to replace the bridge span over the commercial Boulevard, and 7 

acres canopy is currently affected. Lisa will argue with Penn Dot to negotiate the loss and find alternatives. Lisa 

will also see the potential stormwater issues with the stream restriction from the City. More information will be 

provided next week. 

There also might be a canopy impact in the Rising Main project in Highland Park. 

The upcoming project around the reservoir in Highland Park has some fractures or failures that have to be fixed, 

and it is going to result in canopy loss. 

 

5. Shade Tree Trust Fund update 
 

Alicia uses a pie chart to show up the forecasting of the Fund. 

Lisa offered Forestry researching five years minutes to confirm the priorities history.  

A discussion is around the fund delay in 2019. 

 

6. Old Business 
 

Forestry is seeking up to $50,000 for supplementing some pruning work. 

A motion has passed, and the Fund is approved. 

 

7. New Business 
 

Lisa mentions adding the priority to help Fund for updating the street tree inventory. 

Michael announced that Right of Way Manual comments had been submitted, and there is now a clear 

statement that the trees do require mitigation or replacement if they are removed or damaged. It has a legal 

minimum root pruning zone based on the tree's diameter and no dumping of materials or construction waste 

within tree canopies on the street. 

Alicia put links to the RFP for the significant tree registry. (https://webprocure.perfect.com/wp-web-

public/en/#/bidboard/bid/87280?customerid=39 ) 

 


