
 Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission  

 April 21th 2021 

 

 Minutes 

        

1. Approval of February and March Minutes 

 

Matt motioned to approve February minutes. Roy the second. February minutes has been approved. 

Matt comments that under 2021 priorities, there should be a note that a discussion around the dates of Shade 

Tree Commission motions and votes be added to the priority list. 

Under 6. Old Business, for Forestry’s $50,000 pruning inquiries, who motioned and who second the motion 

should be noted. Lisa Ceoffe and Matt Erb are both abstained from the vote. 

It should be noted the attendance of the guest speaker Matthew Stidle, Assistant City Solicitor at the City of 

Pittsburgh. In this meeting, he was more to see what the Shade Tree Commission was about and to answer 

questions. 

Lisa adds that we should exclude WPC, just set aside $100,000 for the street tree inventory. 

All the present commission members vote. The motion is carried. March minutes is approved with note 

changes.  

2. Guest Speaker- Marcelle Newman, Assistant Director DPW 

 

Marcelle gives an introduction and explanation on RFP from the city’s perspective. References the Beacon site. 

Marcelle reports that I&P suggests the Shade Tree Commission meeting consolidate and stay within the 

confines of all the mayor’s commission meetings. They will come back to us with the process of running the 

meetings later.  

3. Reports 
 

Forestry report - Lisa reports that Forestry is wrapping up for the Spring planting season. To support 

TreeVitalize planting, Forestry crews help with off-loading trees and digging holes and probably will help out 

with some watering. 

Forestry also has Arbor Day and Earth Day coming up. A minor official ceremony will be held in Mellon Park 

to celebrate the Tree City USA certification. 25 trees will be marked, and the first phase of certification is 

Mellon Park being an arboretum. Brochures and maps will be putting together for the Arbor Day celebration. 

Members in Attendance 

X Matthew Erb  Jayme Hollway X Lisa Ceoffe X 
Roy Blankenship 

Jr 

X Brian Wolyniak X Kristen Spirl- Chair X Rebecca Kiernan  Andrea Ketzel 

 James J. Stitt  Mary H. Savage  Jim Barry  Alicia Carberry 

X Raqueeb Bey X Nazin Bagheryneiad X 
Guest: Derrick 

Buckner 
X 

Guest: Michael 

Kelley 

X 
Guest:  Marcelle 

Newman 
X Guest: Yiwei Li  X Guest:  Mike Panzitta   

X Guest: Rosie Wise   X 
Guest: Lisa 

Haabestad 
X 

Guest: Christine 

Graziano 



Several candidates are applied for the Prune position, and Forestry is moving forward to testing. Hiring is 

scheduled to be in mid-June. 

Utilities report - Michael updates the sewer line repair project in Riverview Park. Forestry will be able to 

maintain the woody debris and forest carbon on-site. Both are in the form of wood chips applied to the 

restoration area and the logs themselves being used to create animal habitat and erosion control barriers that will 

make the site a lot more sustainable in the future. 

Forestry has been following up with the Duquesne Light on their pruning contracts and trying to limit some of 

the extents of removals in various areas. 

There will be a side project producing a flower map, which will mark various flowering trees across the city. 

City Department report - Rebecca updates that the Cambium Carbon produced their first draft. They are 

seeking to have a presentation at the next Shade Tree Commission meeting.  

Hazelwood Greenway project is at the planning stage. There will be some work done over the summer, which 

they’ve talked with Tree Pittsburgh about potential partnering with TreeVitalize Grant. 

4. Canopy Impacts 
 

Lisa suggests creating a spreadsheet of locations where projects are in progress and completed to track and 

update the canopy loss in time. There are still difficulties in controlling canopy loss on underway projects like 

the BRT and some major utility work in Highland Park. 

 

5. Shade Tree Trust Fund update 
 

Lisa updates that they are working with the Department Heads from PLI in the budgeting office on better 

tracking the funding. 

Lisa and Marcelle explain Blankenship’s questions on funding resources and expense. Our funding comes from 

alternative compliance, which is from the zoning code and zoning department. They review development 

applications for trees. The other funding resource is from the advertisement on the bus shelters. We got money 

from that every quarter. Forestry funding is basically going to the prunes and removals. Marcelle will put 

together a spreadsheet explaining the detailed revenues and funding resources.  

6. Old Business 
 

Rebecca mentioned that neither of the submitted two grants had come back on the grant applications for the 

electric vehicles. 

7. New Business 
 

Raqueeb updates that she and Jamil will give a presentation on black communities in the city involving trees. 

Brian updates that working with Kristen, they will hold an Urban Tree Walk, called the Over Chatham 

University. The date is May 25th. It is about an hour and a half walk around campus, looking at trees. The 

website to register is here. (https://extension.psu.edu/urban-tree-walk) 

Kristen updates that there is a volunteer event in Hilltop regarding the bugs all around the city. Another 

volunteer event is picking up debris and trash. 

Brian announces that they also have a statewide online webinar, called A Tree Vitalize Partners, on 5th and the 

12th of May, 12:00 to 1:30p.m. each day. (https://extension.psu.edu/envisioning-a-just-future-in-community-

forests-a-treevitalize-partners-conference) 
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Public Comment 

Guest Christine Graziano asked Assistant Director Newman about the RFP process, specifically the length of 

time given.  States she had difficulty with the RFP site (Beacon).  AD Newman sent an email with the link to 

the Beacon site. 

Christine suggests adding another way to communicate to interested parties.  Has technical difficulty and leaves 

the meeting.  Returns to meeting, continues stating that Matt Erb knew of RFP beforehand.   

Kristen and Lisa state that he was not at any discussions or meetings, abstained from voting.   

 

Christine shared that Plant 5 for Life planted trees in Churchill and Frick Park.  They were awarded grants from 

Allegheny County Health Department and Heinz Endowments. 

 

 


