
 Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission  

 6/17/2021 

 

 Minutes 

  

Kristin asked for a motion to approve May’s minutes. Matt E. wanted to propose a change to 

the “Relief Plan” by removing the word “relief”.  

Rebecca motioned to approve May minutes. James S. second motion. Minutes are approved.  

 

City Forester Report- Lisa updated the commission on forestry daily operations. Forestry is 

extremely short staffed. Hoping to hire 2 new pruners and replace skilled labor position. 

Forestry been dealing with storm damage. Hope to have new electric bucket truck soon. Lisa is 

currently working on Capital budget. We are getting electric saws and outside storage. Forestry 

is also getting a charging station for the electric bucket once approved to order it.  

Matt E. updated the commission on Tree Pittsburgh operations.  

 

 

Canopy Impact Report- Matt E. updated the commission. Lawrenceville is experience a high 

number of curb cuts. As a result trees are being removed which is adding to Lawrenceville’s 

loss canopy problem. Concerns has been raised of pedestrian safety. We would need to 

proactively get in front of the curb cuts to prevent further loss. Private property rights also play 

a rule in why we can’t prevent this from happening.  

Alicia C. updated the commission on PSTC Trust Fund. She is working on the ability to track 

interdepartmental checks that have (or should have been) deposited into the PSTC account. 

Approximately $46,000 has been added in retro payments since last month. A question was 

asked “Have we received back payments from Gateway Advertising yet?” Alicia reported that 

we are still waiting for retroactive payments. Matt E. asked “if we knew how much funding 

each neighborhood currently has?” At this time it is still unclear. 
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Approval of April’s Minutes- April minutes was not approved due to missing language. Missing 

language is now updated. Matt E. motioned to approve Aprils minutes as amended. James S. 

seconded the motion. Lisa C. abstained. Motioned carried.  

 

Tree Equity Update- Mike K. updated the commission on the Tree equity plan. The 

subcommittee has met and identified the 12 categories to determine which neighborhoods to 

focus on. Developed a comprehensive ranking. The Draft of the summery document still needs 

work but the Neighborhoods identified are. California Kirkbrid, Homewood North, South, and 

West, Knoxville, Esplen, Beltzhoover, Larimer, and Middle Hill, Arlington Heights. Ally is 

helping create list for neighborhood outreach. The report is available on the PSTC webpage. 

Alicia C. announced the Commission will be presenting this to Chief of Staff Casey. The 

Mayor’s office is in the process of analyzing existing bio-diversity data. We are waiting on data 

from the American Forests.  

*Mike Kelley (Utility Arborist) left the meeting at 9:41am due to conflicts of interest. 

Alicia would like to motion to add a new employee position that is to be housed in Forestry. 

The position would be a full time PSTC Support Specialist. The position would pay $45,000 A 

discussion took place regarding the new positions duties.  

Matt E. asked if other commissions in the City has similar position. It was determined that most 

commissions have staffed positions. Brain W. asked how those position are funded, Alicia said 

she will find that out.  

A discussion took place regarding available funding. Concerns arose regarding the amount of 

funding we take in versus the amount that the commission will use towards employee salaries.   

 

Alicia finished presenting her ask to the commission: A Motion for the PSTC to support a new 

full time staff position that will work out of Forestry with a salary not to exceed $45,000, as 

well as an increase in salary for the Utility Arborist from $45,000 to $55,000.  

 Andrea K. made the first motion, Rebecca K made the second.  

Brain ask for clarification on how long the PSTC would fund these positions. Another 

discussion took place regarding other possible funding sources. It was determined that the 

Utility Arborist position is funded until 2023. It was determined that a 3 year term should be 

added and that the request for pay increase for the Utility Arborist should be a separate motion.   

Alicia revised her motion. Alicia’s motioned is now for the “PSTC to support and fund a new 

full time staff position for 3 years that will be housed in DPW specifically in the Forestry 

Division, with a salary not to exceed $45000.” Rebecca seconded the motion. Out of the 9 

members present the motion passed with 6 yea and 3 nays.  

 



Alicia C. motioned to increase the salary of the Utility Arborist by $10,000 making the 

positions salary $55,000 for years 2021-2022. Rebecca K. second the motion. Motion passes 

unanimously.    

*Mike Kelley returned to the meeting at 10:19am 

 

 

New Business- DPW and Mayor’s Office met with Law to discussion the resolution. Friday 

June 25th is the deadline to get it to City Council for Approval.  

Matt E suggested forming a subcommittee. The committee volunteers include: James S. 

Rebecca K. Lisa C. and Marcelle N.  

 

Jeff B. updated the commission on WPC  operations. Site assessments are underway. Trees 

should be planted by late fall. Jeff B. said theWPC is in support of the Tree Equity Investment 

Plan, and would like to help with outreach. 

 

Please note there is no meeting in July.  

Andrea motioned to ajourn.     

 


