
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

September 16th 2001 

Minutes 

 

 

 

Minute approval for August will be held until the next meeting.  

 

Forestry Report-  We’ve been busy with storm response in August. There has been several storms, which 

required days of cleanup. Forestry is assisting with prepping for fall planting. Doing invasive removal for 

planting along trails. Hoping to catch back up with our 311 request after storm response and clean up. Spoke 

with Park Rangers for future tree planting with local students to plant trees in Schenley Park. Hoping to have 

PSTC support up to $1000 for planting event. Working on bid work for winter pruning. Spending close to 

$100,000 on pruning. 

Utility Arborist report- Number of projects are coming up. Maryland Ave. Storm Water Project is still in 

progress. Beginning removal of trees today. Working on getting tree protection up to standards We have got 

PWSA to put materials on to slides and to move materials to already disturbed areas. Columbia gas and PWSA 

doing work on Southside. Near miss on communication breakdown. Saved 2070 inches of Canopy of red Oaks 

on Northside.  

Tree Pittsburgh Report- Getting into fall planting season. Getting started on tree plantings a little earlier. 1000 

trees going into the ground this fall. Trees will be planted on Seldom Seen in the City’s Brookline 

neighborhood. Lawrenceville, Manchester and, Hazelwood will have tree planting projects as part of the 

Equitable investment plane. Multiple tree adoption events will be held this fall. Will be promoting on social 

media and with other community partners.  

Office of Sustainability- Officially announced $433,000 grant from the national park and recreation association 

that will be administered to the One PGH fund. This grant will take the Greenway pilot into a 2 and ½-year 

revitalization project, which also allows for a full time position to manage funding. Goats have been at the 

Hazelwood greenway project twice. A new trail has been added, and working with Tree Pittsburgh on the fall to 

replant area.  

A discussion took place regarding the Spotted Lantern Fly and reporting procedures.  

Canopy Impact- Lisa reported that we were able to circumvent a project with Columbia gas have a better line 

of communication and were able to save a few trees.  We are working with the department at the Police firing 
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range at Highland Park redevelopment. Looking at a project now coming through zoning that is 12 lots scattered 

throughout Garfield. 100 inches of canopy preserved on those lots. A discussion took place on Private tree 

removal. 

PSTC Trust Fund update- $592,700.51 went over the fund that are already encumbered. Previously voted to 

approve $50,000 for Forestry pruning, $150,000 to match grants fund raised by the Office of Sustainability for 

the electric bucket truck. $50,000 was previously committed to the Significate Tree Registry over the course of 

two years. The legislation was recently passed.  Tree Pittsburgh owed a separate payment of $65,000. We have 

potentially committed through our priorities $100,000 for a new tree inventory. In addition, we’ve committed an 

extra $10,000 to up the salary of the Utility Arborist from $45000 to $55,000. This totals $415,000 for 

committed funds.  Kristin asked if the PSTC account has been updated. An update will be made at next meeting 

Old Business- No old Business 

New Business- the PSTC Support Specialist position is being reviewed. It made it through the HR process. 

DPW Director is now reviewing the position. 

Park Rangers requested funds from Tree Pittsburgh for the volunteer event at the Schenley Park site. 

Clarification is needed on rather the PSTC or Tree Pittsburgh will fund the volunteer planting.  

 

 

 

 

 


