
CLEAN PITTSBURGH COMMISSION
2021 YEAR IN REVIEW

2021 CLEAN PITTSBURGH COMMISSION MEMBERS
For a current list, our bios, and more, search 'Clean Pittsburgh Commission' on pittsburghpa.gov or find us on
Facebook @CleanPGHCommission

Alicia Carberry, Office of the Mayor, Co-Chair
Rachel Nawrocki, Community Representative, Co-Chair
Sarah Alessio Shea, Pennsylvania Resources Council, Treasurer
Aftyn Giles, City of Planning, Sustainability and Resilence, Financial Secretary 
Erika Young, Waste Management, Secretary 
Chris Mitchell, Department of Public Works, Outreach Coordinator 
Myrna Newman, Allegheny CleanWays 
Omoye Aikheule, Bureau of Environmental Services
Lori Beth Jones, Community Representative 

Kelly Wacker, Pittsburgh Public Schools 
Erika Ninos, University of Pittsburgh 
Det. Alphonso Sloan, Pittsburgh Bureau of Police 
Sally Stadelman, Chief of Staff City Council 
NaTisha Washington, OnePA 
Jeff Skalican, Dept. of Mobility and Infrastructure 
Emily Potoczny, Pennsylvania Resources Council 
Sarah D Kinter, Dept. of Permits, Licenses and Inspections 
Erin Tobin, Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy

A MESSAGE FROM
THE CO-CHAIRS

The Clean Pittsburgh Commission (CPC) was established in August 2005 through legislation introduced by City Councilman
Doug Shields and co-sponsored by council members Dan Deasy, Bill Peduto and Luke Ravenstahl. We’re extraordinarily
grateful for Pittsburgh City Council’s continued support and offer our sincerest thanks and warmest wishes to the Honorable
Bill Peduto for his care and attention to our work throughout his tenure.  In 2021, the CPC expanded its scope and presence
throughout the city, with record-breaking engagement, attendance, and participation.  Our collective work as performed by
our mighty nonprofit and City partners has resulted in more recycling and more trash picked up than ever before.  Despite
the pandemic, and even through an election year, Pittsburgh’s commitment to monitor, pick up and prevent litter and illegal
dumping is stronger than ever.

As we look forward to 2022, we are enthusiastic in welcoming Mayor Ed Gainey to office and are excited about his input and
direction in our work.  We have every confidence in the incoming administration’s mission to affect positive and just change
in the way Pittsburgh addresses litter, illegal dumping and recycling initiatives. 

The CPC always welcomes new members.  Search “Clean Pittsburgh” on PittsburghPA.gov, follow us on Facebook, and
subscribe to our Clean Pittsburgh Commission Newslitter to learn more and consider joining us! We always have room for
more friends at our monthly public meetings!

Your trash-loving, litter-grabbing Clean Pittsburgh Commission Co-Chairs,

Alicia & Rachel



PUBLICITY
STATS

GARBAGEGARBAGE  
OLYMPICSOLYMPICS
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2021 GARBAGE OLYMPICS STATS:
over  623 volunteers
over 1168 bags of garbage
over 375 tires
over 195 tvs or other e-waste
over 23 bulk items

OBJECTOBJECT

The Garbage Olympics is an annual, citywide
litter clean-up competition where neighborhood
teams compete to pick up the most trash to win
the coveted Oscar trophy. In it's 5th year
running, we made a goal to get over half the
number of neighborhoods in participate and
achieved exactly that, with 46 neighborhoods
competing! 

AWARDEES:

Thank you to our sponsors: Earth Volunteer Fund,  Awesome PGH,
Patagonia, Pittsburgh City Council, & Threadbare Cider!

Thank you to Wendy and the team at 311;  Department of Public
Works team (Mike Gable, Marcelle Newman, Bill Crean, Kevin
Kirby, Tyrone Clark, George Gipko, Jeff Koch and John McClory;
City Council members: Theresa Kail-Smith, Bobby Wilson, Anthony
Coghill and Bruce Kraus; and Mayor Bill Peduto for promoting and
presenting the Oscar award!

And most importantly, thank you to all participating neighborhood
teams and volunteers who cleaned up all that trash!

5th Annual5th Annual5th Annual

1st Place: Penn Hills
2nd Place: Knoxville
3rd Place: Central Oakland
Dirtiest Volunteer: East Liberty
Strangest Item Found: Knoxville
Most Team Spirit: Penn Hills

30% of litter identified are cigarette butts
6% of litter identified are plastic bags
50% of litter identified is made of plastic

The Clean Pittsburgh Commission purchased an
account with Litterati, a global crowdsourced
auditing app for volunteers use. As people pick up
litter, they record the items for an artificial
intelligence to recognize and audit. This allows the
City of Pittsburgh to understand the composition of
the litter in our area.

Key statistics learned:



ELECTRONICS & HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTEELECTRONICS & HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTEELECTRONICS & HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
RECYCLING COLLECTION EVENTSRECYCLING COLLECTION EVENTSRECYCLING COLLECTION EVENTS   

Over 18 tons of electronic waste
Over 9 tons of household hazardous 

In addition to regular collection at
their Strip District headquarters,
Environmental Services held five
community collection events in
neighborhoods to meet residents
where they are and help dispose of
hard to recycle items and household
hazardous waste. Most events
reached max capacity for sign ups,
with Clean Pittsburgh Commission
providing vouchers to residents to
help cover costs of disposal. 

These events collected:

PICK-UP PGH ILLEGAL DUMPING
CAMERA PILOT

Drawing from the experiences of all City of Pittsburgh Departments and non-profits in our continuing struggle
to contain our ongoing trash crisis, a common failing was identified as the City's "fractured responsibilities."
As many departments are all responsible for litter or illegal dumping in some form or another, it's found that
none can give it priority over the other important work each entity is already responsible for. 

In 2021 The Clean Pittsburgh Commission announced the GOLD Plan, standing for "Goals on Littering and
Dumping." GOLD calls for a massive consolidation of enforcement, abatement, and education responsibilities
from many different City departments into a single dedicated unit to make litter and illegal dumping a top
priority for all who work on it. 

The City relies too heavily on the work
of volunteers to keep Pittsburgh
clean, which leads to inequality of
outcomes for residents. In 2021 we
wanted to compensate volunteers for
the time its takes to organize and
participate in clean ups as a matter of
encouraging and confirming the value
of that work. 

Our pilot asked organizations to
identify areas of historic redlining and
disinvestment that inevitably lead to
disproportionate amounts of urban
blight, and directly pay volunteers
who lived in those areas for the
necessary work of cleaning up.  In its
first year, Pick Up PGH contracts were
given to Operation Better Block in
Homewood and Allegheny CleanWays
in East Hills. 

Clean Pittsburgh Commission
funds were used to try new high-
definition video cameras to
catch illegal dumping, quickly
leading to an arrest of the
perpetrator in collaboration with
the Department of Public Safety. 

These specialized and modular
camera units are supplied and
maintained by City Surveillance
LLC., being rotated throughout
several secret locations in the
city at all times. 

Our monthly newsletter delivered
straight to your inbox to keep up to
date on all things trash. Learn
about new programs, volunteer
opportunities, and everything else
about Pittsburgh garbage you'd
ever want to know.

https://pittsburghpa.gov/clean-
pgh/cpc-newsletter

THE GOLD PLANTHE GOLD PLAN

Clean Pittsburgh Commission presenting to Mayor Bill Peduto



2021 MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
ALLEGHENY CLEANWAYS
AlleghenyCleanWays.com | Facebook: @AlleghenyCleanWays

PENNSYLVANIA RESOURCES COUNCIL
PRC.org | Facebook: @PRC.org

UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH
www.sustainability.pitt.edu

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
https://pittsburghpa.gov/dpw/environmental-services

Thanks to the efforts of Allegheny Cleanways, volunteers and staff worked tirelessly to address the issues of land-based illegal
dumping, river-based trash, and street-side drain and grate blockage by providing residents the resources to combat the issues
impacting their neighborhoods. 

In 2021, Allegheny Cleanways coordinated over 1000 volunteers to clean up over 444,000 lbs of trash and over 3,600 tires. 

City of Pittsburgh Bureau of Environmental Services raised participation in curbside recycling by an average of 11 lbs per household
by distributing Blue Bin recycling containers to all Central and Eastern district households serviced by the City. 

In 2021, ES collected over 13,000 tons of single-stream recyclables curbside, as well as over 450 tons of source separated glass, 158
tons of scrap metal, 2,668 tons of yard debris, and over 2200 Christmas trees from drop off locations.  

 “In 2021 our team continued to drive towards the vision of a Pennsylvania where nothing is wasted – building infrastructure to reduce
waste, protect watersheds, and help people of all ages learn to steward the environment.”

 PRC’s collection programs diverted over 1 million lbs of glass, 350,000 lbs of household hazardous waste, 240,000 lbs of electronics,
and 40,000 lbs of reusable housewares from the landfill through the participation of over 37,000 Southwest PA households

The University of Pittsburgh works to facilitate a zero-waste move-in and out process with Clutter for a Cause. We collect clothing,
textiles, dorm room essentials, furniture, school and office supplies, electronics, and non-perishable food items for on- and off-campus
locations. 

Clutter for a Cause is organized by the Student Office of Sustainability, University of Thriftsburgh, Pitt EcoReps, Pitt Surplus, Pitt Pantry,
and the Pitt Police. The off-campus Clutter for a Cause partners with Oakland Planning and Development Corporation (OPDC).  During
spring and summer of 2021 the University and our community partners diverted over 17,000 lbs. to reuse or recycle through our Clutter
for a Cause collections.  Many of the items collected are re-sold by the University of Thriftsburgh during the August Reuse Rummage
Sale, providing a low cost alternative for home and dorm essentials and clothing to Pitt students and the larger community. 

GROUNDED STRATEGIES
https://groundedpgh.org/

In the 2021 year, Grounded was able to support 4 CommunityCare programs. CommunityCare is a public stewardship program that
provides residents with the tools, resources, and support to participate in greenspace maintenance work. CommunityCare stewards
actively maintain green and open spaces throughout their neighborhoods on their own time. Site activities range from routine
maintenance on a landscaped vacant lot to tending to street trees. Our CommunityCare programs had 29 stewards in Homewood,
Larimer, the Hill District, and Wilkinsburg who worked a total of 1,782 hours to help take care of their community! 


