
 

 

 

The Pittsburgh City Code § 659.03 Protects Fair Housing Rights and Prohibits Housing Related Discrimination 

within the City Limits of Pittsburgh, PA 

Per the City Code, it is unlawful* to do any of the following because of someone’s protected class status:  

1. Regarding the sale, lease, sublease, rental, assignment, or transfer of title or interest in a dwelling: for any person 

to refuse to sell, lease, sublease, rent, assign, or otherwise transfer title, leasehold, or other interest in any dwelling 

to any person; to refuse to negotiate; to represent that any dwelling is not available when in fact it is so available; 

to otherwise deny or withhold any dwelling; or to discriminate against, segregate, or assign quotas to any person 

or group of persons;  

2. For any person to include in the terms, conditions, or privileges of any sale, lease, sublease, rental, assignment, or 

other transfer of any dwelling any clause, condition, or restriction discriminating against or requiring any other 

person to discriminate against any person in the dwelling’s use or occupancy; 

3. For any person to discriminate in the furnishing of any facilities or services for any dwelling;  

4. For any person to publish, circulate, issue, or display, or cause to be published, circulated, issued or displayed, 

any communication, notice, advertisement, or sign of any kind relating to the sale, rental, lease, sublease, 

assignment, transfer, or listing of a dwelling or accommodations which indicates any preference, limitation, 

specification, or discrimination;  

5. For any person engaged in whole or in part in the business of providing or arranging for appraisals and/or for 

financial assistance for the purchase, lease, acquisition, construction, rehabilitation, repair, or maintenance of any 

dwelling or dwellings to discriminate in the granting, withholding, extending, modifying, or in the rates, terms, 

conditions, or privileges of any such financial assistance in connection therewith; or to use any discriminatory 

application form; or to make any discriminatory inquiry;  

6. For any person to engage in “blockbusting;”  

7. For any person to refuse to allow to a person with a disability a reasonable modification to the premises or a 

reasonable accommodation to rules, policies, practices or services;  

8. For any person to coerce, intimidate, threaten, or interfere with any person in the exercise or enjoyment of, or 

because the individual exercised or enjoyed, or because the individual aided or encouraged any other person in the 

exercise of enjoyment of, any right granted or protected under Section 659.03 or any rule or regulation of the 

Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations; and/or 

9. For any person to discriminate against any person because they have opposed any practice forbidden by Article V 

of the City Code or because they have made a complaint or testified or assisted in any manner in any investigation 

or proceeding under Article V of the City Code. 

*For limited exceptions to § 659.03, see City Code § 659.03(m)(1)-(4).  

Protected Class in housing under the City Code means actual or perceived: race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, 

place of birth, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, familial status, disability, status as a survivor of 

domestic violence, citizenship or immigration status, preferred language, and/or hairstyles and protective and cultural hair 

textures and hairstyles.  

To request more information about fair housing rights within the City of Pittsburgh and/or to file a complaint (complaints 

must be filed within one year of the date of harm), please contact the Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations 

(“PghCHR”) at: 

Phone: 412-255-2600 | FAX: 412-255-2288 

Email: human.relations@pittsburghpa.gov 

Online: https://pittsburghpa.gov/chr/chr-contact-us 

Mail or in person: 414 Grant Street, Suite 908, Pittsburgh, PA 15219 (9th Floor on the Ross St. side of the City-County 

Building in Downtown Pittsburgh)  
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