
Pittsburgh HRC – June 1, 2022 

 
1245 Palo Alto Street 

                                                                  
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Bethany Sowinski 
1245 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-127 

 

Applicant: 
Bethany Sowinski 
1245 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Council District:  1st 
 
ZDR #: DCP-ZDR-2022-05112 
 
Application Received:  4/14/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of siding with Hardie siding. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Ken Sowinski speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the proposal 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She reads for the record an 
email received in opposition to the project. She asks for comments and questions 
from Commissioners.  

3. Mr. Falcone is glad to see the email, as that property was one that came to mind 
when reviewing this application. He shares the two concerns about replication of 
the trim and the product itself, which has generally been approved in less visible 
areas. 

4. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that the wood sided houses in the neighborhood 
should be preserved. 

5. Mr. Dash states that the Commission has had this  discussion about Hardie in this 
historic district previously, and have consistently decided that in visible areas it is 
not acceptable as a replacement for wood siding. 

6. Ms. Aguirre suggests that the application could be tabled for 30 days. 

7. Mr. Hill asks if the applicant understands the Commission’s position. 

8. Mr. Sowinski states that he does understand, but he states that wood siding would 
be more expensive and will put them back in the same position as far as 
maintenance. He states that the Hardie does look like wood and not like vinyl 
siding. 

9. Ms. Aguirre states that the Commission can’t take cost into consideration. 

10. Ms. Quinn states that the issue is that the siding specification provided doesn’t 
look like the existing siding. She suggests looking for an alternate product with a 
similar profile, and also looking at using wood on the front facade with alternate 
materials on the other elevations, so that the character of the building is not 



changed. 

11. Mr. Hill suggests tabling the application for the applicant to work with staff. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 


