
Pittsburgh HRC – June 1, 2022 

 
823 Western Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sarah Mistick 
Irwin Brighton LLC 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-54,55 
 

 

Applicant: 
Yoko Tai 
Tai + Lee Architects PC 
3106 Brereton Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Council District: 1st   
 
ZDR #: DCP-ZDR-2022-03689 
 
Application Received:  4/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new residence. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Yoko Tai speaks as the architect for the project. She explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that they did meet 
with the applicant on-site and reviewed the project. She states that they can’t 
support the synthetic materials being proposed, including the fiberglass front 
door, Fypon trim, Hardie board, synthetic porch elements, and aluminum-clad 
windows. She states that they would like to see double-hung, two-over-two 
wooden windows. She addresses the outside vestibule on the front door, stating 
that it should match other houses in the neighborhood with the vestibule on the 
inside. She states that other items have been revised, including the railings being 
iron and the lighter mortar color. She states that this is the first new construction 
in the neighborhood in 40 years and will set a precedent. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Hill states that he is concerned about the entrance being set back. 

6. Ms. Aguirre agrees and looks like it is because there are extra steps. 

7. Ms. Tai addresses the entrance and states that they tried to be harmonious with 
the neighboring property. She states that the neighboring property has one-over-
one windows as well. 

8. Ms. Quinn states that that property is very different than others in the 
neighborhood. 

9. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that it was very difficult to review that property 
when it came before HRC because it is so different. 



10. Ms. Tai addresses some issues with the grade that drove their decisions. 

11. Mr. Falcone addresses the LRC’s concerns about materials and asks if the 
applicant would be willing to address the concerns with more appropriate 
materials, at least on the front façade. 

12. Ms. Tai states that longevity was on her and the owner’s minds while selecting 
materials, and she also consulted what materials are acceptable to the National 
Parks’ Service. She states that they were looking for the historic look but not 
necessarily historic materials. 

13. Mr. Falcone states that it is a balance, especially with new construction, but he 
states that there is an opportunity on the front façade to rethink the materials. He 
states that since this will set a precedent for the neighborhood, more time might be 
needed to work with the LRC. 

14. Mr. Hill agrees. He asks about the trees, although they aren’t in the HRC’s 
purview. 

15. Ms. Tai addresses the trees. She asks if a mix of materials will be an issue. 

16. Ms. Quinn states that this is a corner building, so those two sides will be the main 
concern. 

17. Mr. Falcone states that the less-visible sides may be able to use alternate materials. 

18. Ms. Aguirre agrees with the issues with the materials and the location, as it is a 
prominent location in a well-kept historic district. 

19. Mr. Hill suggests tabling for 30 days to give the applicant time to work with staff 
and the LRC on the materials on the front façade and Rope way elevation, the 
setback of the door, and possibly the two-over-two windows. 

20. Ms. Aguirre states that since this is the first new construction, she would like to see 
two-over-two windows. 

21. Mr. Green states that they may have issues with DOMI if the extend the stairs out 
farther into the public right-of-way. 

22. Ms. Quinn states that DOMI has been willing to work with applicants in historic 
districts on the stairs. 

23. Ms. Tai explains their thinking with the recessed entry but states that they can 
rethink it and pull it out more toward the street. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; .all are in favor and motion carries. 

 


