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224 North Euclid Avenue, Suite 206
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206
opapgh.org

Art Commission, City of Pittsburgh
℅ Department of City Planning
200 Ross Street, 4th Floor
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

August 3, 2022

Dear Art Commission Members,

We are writing to request a Conceptual Review of two integrated artworks for the new Fern
Hollow Bridge, slated to be reopened to the public in the first half of 2023. The two artworks
include: a stamped and/or sandblasted concrete design for the deck of the bridge by artist
John Peña; and a trail user-oriented art installation comprising sculptural elements mounted
below the bridge deck with a corresponding landscape architectural element for Tranquil Trail
in Frick Park, which runs under the bridge.

The bridge is being replaced through an emergency design-build construction process in
collaboration between the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) and City of
Pittsburgh. The Office for Public Art (OPA) was hired by Swank Construction, the contractor
hired for the rebuild, to perform artist selection and project management for the design and
implementation of the integrated artwork. As a first step in the process, OPA hosted an artist
workshop in which nine artists from the Pittsburgh Creative Corps were paid to participate in a
discussion of potential opportunities for artworks at the bridge site. From this worksession, the
project team identified two opportunities for integrated artworks - the Pedestrian and Cyclist
experience on the bridge deck and the Trail and Park User experience below the bridge.

A short list of artists, identified from the Pittsburgh Creative Corps based on their past
experience with projects of this scope and scale, were invited to interview with a selection
panel for the two opportunities. The selection panel included representatives from  PennDOT,
HDR Engineering (the design and engineering leads for the project), City of Pittsburgh, and arts
professionals. Ms. Mincemoyer and Mr. Peña were the artists selected as finalists for the
project.

While the project has been on an expedited timeline, the artists have been working closely to
engage bridge stakeholders in their processes. To date, the artists have had several site visits,
including a walking tour with the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy and Upstream Pittsburgh. The
artists have been introduced to the adjacent community organizations and initial discussions
have begun, as well as one-on-one meetings with residents. The team is also meeting with the

https://opapgh.org/our-work/civic-engagement/pittsburgh-creative-corps/artist-directory/


Consulting Parties for the Section 106 review. PennDOT is also hosting an online comment
form on their website to collect public input. The team is planning further community outreach
in the late summer and early fall, including in-person meetings and presentations to the
adjacent communities.

The project will be presented by Sallyann Kluz, Executive Director of OPA; Mark Young,
District Environmental Planning Manager for PennDOT; and artists Carin Mincemoyer and
John Peña.

Sincerely,

Sallyann Kluz
Executive Director, Office of Public Art



224 North Euclid Avenue, Suite 206
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15206
opapgh.org

Art Commission, City of Pittsburgh
Integrated Public Art for the New Fern Hollow Bridge
Application for Conceptual Review
Aug 3, 2022

Office for Public Art Organizational Statement
Since inception, the Office for Public Art has succeeded in developing an ecosystem for public
art in the region, establishing our reputation for being valued and skilled collaborators, planners,
and implementers. We have a proven track record of working with key civic design stakeholders
in the public and private sectors, as well as serving as an important resource for individual
artists, nonprofit organizations, and community development groups.

As the public art ecosystem in the Pittsburgh region has grown, OPA’s role has shifted from
being a behind the scenes collaborator and colleague to an entity that is a lead partner for new
initiatives in the public realm. Building upon the infrastructure that was created in our early
years, we have been able to proactively seek opportunities to work collaboratively with
communities, develop new partnerships with public and private entities, and create new
programs for artists to work in the public realm. This work includes building and growing our
programs for Artist Residencies and Civic Engagement in the public realm. In addition, we have
maintained and expanded our technical assistance services and educational programs, building
capacity for individual artists to work in the public realm and creating new audiences for public
art.

Through our work, we have built the systems, partners, and resources that are necessary to
create a sustainable and diverse ecosystem for public art in our region.

Project Budgets
For this project, artists are being hired to provide artwork designs that will be fabricated and
installed by the General Contractor for the project. Artists are tasked with designing to the
budgets as indicated below.

Pedestrian and Cyclist Experience
Artist Fee: $20,000
Artwork Enhancement Budget: $50,000 - 100,000.

Office for Public Art | Fern Hollow Bridge Artist Enhancements
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Note that costs of concrete surfaces and other materials, including installation, are already
included in the bridge project. This budget will be used for enhancements to those surfaces and
materials, including additional labor for sandblasting or other methods of installation.

Park and Trail User Experience
Artist Fee: $30,000
Artwork Enhancement Budget: $75,000 - 125,000

Note that stream restoration and planting costs are already included in the overall bridge project
budget, so the budget for artwork enhancements will be used for augmentation of the design,
including additional labor and materials to implement the artist’s project.

Office for Public Art | Fern Hollow Bridge Artist Enhancements
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Fern Hollow Bridge 
Integrated Art

August 24, 2022
Office for Public Art

Conceptual Review at Art Commission
Artists Carin Mincemoyer and John Peña with PennDOT and 
Swank Construction 



Office for Public Art
The Office for Public Art (OPA) envisions a region in which the 
creative practices of artists are fully engaged to 
collaboratively shape the public realm and catalyze 
community-led change. OPA builds capacity for this work 
through civically engaged public art, artist resources, public 
programming, and technical assistance.

For the Fern Hollow Bridge Integrated Art Project, we are 
providing artist selection and project management services. 



New Fern Hollow Bridge  

Aerial View of New Bridge Design



Squirrel
Hill

Regent
Square

Point Breeze

Wilkinsburg

Park
Place

Project Location Map

Project Overview 



Pittsburgh Creative Corps: Fern Hollow Bridge 
Artist Worksession. April 28, 2022
Goals for the work session included:

● Inform opportunities for physical enhancements to the bridge that 

can be undertaken via the reconstruction project that is being led by 

PennDOT.

● Inform opportunities for community engagement related to the 

reconstruction of the bridge which may be undertaken through other 

processes.

● Recommend next steps for the Office for Public Art, the City’s PACD 

Division, and the bridge team to move forward with engaging artists 

on the bridge reconstruction project.



Project Details 

Opportunity 1: 
Enhancing the Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge User 
Experience

Site: Top of bridge deck including:
● Pedestrian walkway

● Concrete divider 

● Pedestrian handrails / guardrail

Artist Fee (design & project management only): 
$20,000

Implementation Budget for Artist-Designed 
Enhancement: $50,000 - $100,000

Opportunity 2: 
Enhancing the Trail User Experience Below the 
Bridge

Site: Underside of bridge deck and the experience of 
the bridge from Tranquil Trail and its connection to 
the park, and to Fern Hollow Creek, a tributary of 
Nine Mile Run, including:
● Superstructure of the bridge

● Substructure of the bridge

● Adjacent site

Artist Fee (design & project management only): 
$30,000

Proposed Implementation Budget for 
Artist-Designed Enhancement: $75,000 - 125,000



Opportunity 1: Enhancing the Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge 
User Experience

Typical bridge section



Aerial View 

Opportunity 1: Enhancing the Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge 
User Experience



View from Frick Park Trail

Opportunity 2: Enhancing the Trail User Experience Below 
the Bridge



View from Under the bridge

Opportunity 2: Enhancing the Trail User Experience Below 
the Bridge



Artist Selection 



Project Proposal 1: Enhancing the Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge 
User Experience

John Peña, artist

Concept: 
A History of Fern 
Hollow Creek 
(one million years ago to present)



Project Proposal 1: Enhancing the Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge 
User Experience

John Peña, artist

Concept: 
A History of Fern 
Hollow Creek 

Etched concrete markers 
depicting the descending 
typography of water levels 
over time from one million 
years ago to present. 



Project Proposal 1: Enhancing the Pedestrian and Cyclist Bridge 
User Experience

John Peña, artist

Concept: 
A History of Fern 
Hollow Creek 

Etched text educating public 
on the descending 
typography of water levels 
over time from one million 
years ago to present. 



Project Proposal 2: Enhancing the Trail User Experience Below 
the Bridge

Carin Mincemoyer, artist

Concept 1: 
Rain Arch

Color rain chains bring an 
arch design to a rectilinear 
bridge.  





Project Proposal 2: Enhancing the Trail User Experience Below 
the Bridge

Carin Mincemoyer, artist

Concept 2: 
Trail Meander

Restoring the Frick Park trail 
under the bridge to mimic a 
meandering water path. 
Additional opportunities for 
stone or concrete seating, 
river rocks, and plantings 
along pathway. 





Project Timeline 
Artist(s) selected: by May 31, 2022

Artist concept design work: June - July, 2022

Artist presents 2 - 3 design concepts by July 15, 2022

Review for constructability with team completed by July 31, 2022

Art Commission Conceptual Review: August 24, 2022 

Artist final design: September - October, 2022

Art Commission Final Review: October 2022 

Fabrication and Installation : to be determined 



 
 

 

Public comment may be given regarding the current agenda item. 
 

 Please use the “raise hand” function in order to be called on for comment. Speakers 
must identify themselves before giving comment. 

 Comments are limited to three minutes and must relate to the agenda item at hand.  

 Comments will become part of the public record and will be taken into consideration 
by the Commission. They are not an opportunity for dialogue with applicants or 
Commissioners. 


