
    
NPS Form 10-900         OMB Control No. 1024-0018 

expiration date 03/31/2022 
     

1 
 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  _Mellon Park_ 
Other names/site number: ______________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ___________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: Roughly bounded by Shady, Fifth, and Penn avenues; Beechwood and 
Bakery Square boulevards; and Mellon Park Road  
City or town: _Pittsburgh__ State: _PA___________ County: _Allegheny____  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  
I hereby certify that this        nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  
In my opinion, the property  ___  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:     ___national                  ___statewide           ___local  

  Applicable National Register Criteria: ___A             ___B           ___C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 
______________________________________________ 
State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 
In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   
     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 
 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  
 I hereby certify that this property is:  
       entered in the National Register  
       determined eligible for the National Register  
       determined not eligible for the National Register  
       removed from the National Register  
       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 
 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 

Private:  
 

 Public – Local 
 

 Public – State  
 

 Public – Federal  
 

 
 Category of Property 
 (Check only one box.) 

 
 Building(s) 

 
 District  

 
 Site 

 
 Structure  

 
 Object  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

X
 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

X
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______4______   ______0______  buildings 

 
______11_____   ______2______  sites 
 
______5______   ______4______  structures  
 
______2______   ______5______  objects 
 
______22______   ______11_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register _________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 DOMESTIC/Single Dwelling 
 DOMESTIC/Secondary structure 
 AGRICULTURE/SUBSISTENCE/Animal Facility 
 LANDSCAPE/Garden 
 LANDSCAPE/Street furniture/Object 
 LANDSCAPE/Park 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE/Outdoor Recreation 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE/Sports Facility 
 SOCIAL/Clubhouse 
 EDUCATION/School  
 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 LANDSCAPE/Garden 
 LANDSCAPE/Park 
 LANDSCAPE/Street furniture/Object 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE/Outdoor Recreation 
 RECREATION AND CULTURE/Sports Facility 
 COMMERCE/TRADE/Organizational 
 EDUCATION/School  
 VACANT/NOT IN USE
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/Colonial Revival 
 LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/Late Gothic Revival 
 LATE 19TH AND EARLY 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS/Tudor Revival 
  

 
 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: Earth, Brick, Limestone 

 
 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
 
Mellon Park is a 33-acre city park located situated on both sides of Fifth Avenue at the 
intersection of Pittsburgh’s East End neighborhoods of Shadyside, Point Breeze, and Squirrel 
Hill. The park is comprised of land that was formerly the estates of the wealthy Mellon, 
Marshall, Scaife, Frew, Darsie, and Carr families. These private estates were acquired by the 
City of Pittsburgh and unified into a city park in the 1940s and 50s while retaining aspects of 
their original architecture and landscapes. South of Fifth Avenue, the park consists of pastoral 
parkland, formal gardens, buildings, and other features (such as fencing) associated with the 
historic estates. Two remaining estate houses, the former Marshall and Scaife houses, along with 
the Mellons’ carriage house are occupied by nonprofit organizations dedicated to the arts and 
horticulture which lease them from the City. The Mellon mansion was demolished prior to the 
creation of the park, but associated designed landscapes, including the formal Terraced Garden 
(1911) and Walled Garden (1929), related to the house site remain. North of Fifth Avenue is the 
Mellon Park Recreation Area where facilities for active and passive recreation are concentrated, 
including ball fields, playgrounds, tennis courts, walking paths, a picnic area, and sculptural 
installations. Mellon Park retains all seven aspects of integrity. 
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______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
 
Mellon Park is situated on both sides (north and south) of Fifth Avenue, a major east-west 
corridor known in the 19th and early 20th centuries as “Millionaires’ Row,” at the intersection of 
the Shadyside, Point Breeze, and Squirrel Hill neighborhoods in the East End of Pittsburgh, 
approximately five miles from downtown. The southern section of the park is bounded by Fifth 
Avenue to the north, Shady Avenue to the west, Beechwood Boulevard to the east, and Mellon 
Park Road to the south. Mellon Park Road is the former private drive of the Mellon estate and 
leads to the building that was historically the Mellon’s carriage house or garage, now (with 
additions) the Phipps Garden Center.  
 
Of the estates that made up the original land of the park, owned by the Mellon, Marshall, Scaife, 
Frew, Darsie, and Carr families, only two mansions remain:  the Scaife and the Marshall 
mansions.  The Mellon house, once the largest and grandest of the mansions that lined Fifth 
Avenue, was demolished prior to the creation of the park, but its associated gardens and 
landscapes remain, with varying degrees of integrity. The Frew and Darsie houses are also 
demolished. The 1911 Colonial Revival Marshall mansion still stands near the intersection of 
Fifth and Shady avenues. To its south, facing Shady Avenue, is the Tudor Revival house 
formerly of Alan Magee Scaife and his wife, Sarah Mellon Scaife. Sarah Mellon Scaife was the 
original donor of Mellon Park, along with her brother, Richard King Mellon. The siblings had 
grown up in the Mellon mansion and donated the family estate to the city in memory of their 
parents, Richard Beatty Mellon and Jennie King Mellon, in 1943. The Marshall property was 
added in 1944 and the Frew and Darsie properties—located east of the Mellon estate—in 1948. 
Garages associated with the Scaife and Marshall houses are also still extant and contribute, along 
with a substantial, now-vacant former chicken house, located near the historic site of the 
Mellons’ vegetable gardens. 
 
The Mellons donated the section of Mellon Park north of Fifth Avenue in 1946. Formerly the 
estate of William Carr and purchased by the Mellons ca. 1920, this part of the park is known as 
the Mellon Park Recreation Area and is bounded by Penn Avenue to the northeast, the historic 
alignment of Putnam Street (recently renamed Bakery Square Boulevard) to the northwest, and 
Fifth Avenue to the south. A stub of Beechwood Boulevard penetrates the site as an access road 
and parking lot for park users. The Mellon Park Recreation Area contains facilities for active and 
passive recreation including ball fields, playgrounds, tennis courts, walking paths, a picnic area, 
and sculptural installations. 
 
A 2000 master plan for the former Mellon estate portion of Mellon Park described it in terms of 
landscape units derived, in turn, from a 1950 Landscape Unit Plan. The following detailed 
description of the landscape zones and other features of Mellon Park expands upon this 
organizational scheme. 
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Mellon House Site 
 

The 65-room, stone, Tudor Revival Mellon mansion was constructed between 1908 and 1911 on 
the crest of a hill overlooking Fifth Avenue from the south and razed in 1940. The house site 
today is a roughly teardrop-shaped lawn surrounded by asphalt walking paths (Photo 1). These 
are lined with light fixtures on 14-foot poles, spaced approximately every 40 feet on alternating 
sides of the path. Occasional modern park furnishings such as benches and trash receptacles are 
also found along the path. 
 
No trace of the house itself remains, but its siting and plan are important to understand because 
the house was central to the arrangement of the significant landscape elements around it.  
Architects Alden and Harlow designed it to have an angled plan in order to face both Fifth 
Avenue to its north and Beechwood Boulevard to its southeast. Sloped hillsides extend from the 
flat house site at the top of the hill down to both streets, providing views over all of the rest of 
the park landscapes and the neighborhoods beyond. The Mellons’ living room overlooked Fifth 
Avenue, and its main formal entrance drive ascended the hill from there. Richard Beatty 
Mellon’s study faced the Walled Garden, which is oriented parallel to Fifth Avenue, while the 
Mellons’ library overlooked the Terraced Garden, which descends toward Beechwood Boulevard 
to the southeast. The estate’s service court, described below, was located west of the house site 
and south of the Walled Garden. 
  

Figure 1. Mellon Park National Register boundary. Fifth Avenue separates 
the north (top) and south sections of the park. 
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Terraced Garden 
The Terraced Garden located west of the house was designed along with the house by Alden and 
Harlow ca. 1910. Its planting scheme has been revised several times, but its essential architecture 
remains. This consists of an upper and lower terrace containing a symmetrical arrangement of 
parterres, or formal planting beds. The garden is enclosed by walls of dark red brick laid in 
English bond with contrasting white mortar and accentuated by red terra cotta coping and 
ornament with limestone balustrades.  
 
Four broad brick stairs lead from the house site down to the upper terrace (Photo 2). This 
staircase is flanked by a pair of large arborvitae. Walkways in the upper terrace are of concrete 
edged in brick, a modern replacement for the original brick paths. Plantings in the upper terrace 
are modern. Two primary planting beds, one on each side of the central walkway, feature stone 
urn planters surrounded by tall yew hedges in a circular design. Outside of the hedges, to the 
edges of the beds, is turf. Flanking them to the north and south are two secondary beds, each 
containing a pair of small weeping crabapples. On the south side is also a small plaza paved with 
bricks in alternating basketweave and modified basketweave patterns. At the eastern terminus of 
the upper terrace where it overlooks the lower terrace is a line of boxwood hedge. 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 1. View of Mellon house site from entry steps of the Walled Garden 
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The stone edging of a small pool—one of the garden’s three original water features—is present at the base of the 
south wall of the upper terrace. Above this, a modern bronze plaque mounted in the wall proclaims this the “Jennie 
King Mellon Garden / Restored by the Garden Club of Allegheny County and the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation.” This plaque was installed ca. 1980 after the foundation underwrote repairs to and replanting of the 
garden according to plans commissioned by the Garden Club. Historic photos show that a small stone fountain or 
bird bath was once mounted to the wall in the location of the plaque. 
 
Two narrower staircases—one on each side—link the upper terrace to the lower. Originally 
brick, these staircases have been replaced with treated wood. Between the staircases, a stepped 
wall of dark red brick is both retaining wall to the upper terrace and backdrop to the lower 
terrace plantings. A keystone-shaped glazed terra cotta plaque is its focal point. It contains a 
relief of a heraldic shape wreathed in ribbon which is chipped and in need of repair. Below this is 
a wrought iron bench which replaced an ornamental stone bench at an unknown date. Plain wing 
walls of the same brick extend from the outer edges of the staircases and connect to the side 
walls of the lower terrace. (Photo 3) The side walls are also of dark red brick laid in English 
bond and are topped with limestone balustrades. Curved sections of the walls sweep down to 
lower segments of wall and short piers at the terrace’s corners. The upper sections of the wall 
incorporate terra cotta scrolls, including one in the form of a stylized dolphin. The walls are 
capped with red terra cotta coping, as are the piers. A red terra cotta sundial is mounted on the 
north side wall of the lower terrace. Some of the brick and limestone is broken or missing, and 
all of the ornamental terra cotta is in poor condition. (Photo 4) 

Photo 2. Terraced Garden, view across upper terrace from top of stairs 
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Photo 3. Terraced Garden, lower terrace, view from eastern edge back toward upper 
terrace with decorative wellhead in foreground, retaining wall and stairs from upper 
terrace in background 

Photo 4. Terraced Garden, north side wall of lower terrace 
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The lower terrace’s rectangular central planting bed, formerly a pool, is sunken and currently 
panted as an herb garden surrounded by boxwood hedge (Photo 5). At intervals, granite steps 
lead down to a narrow brick walk around the hedge. Between the stairs are granite box planters 
also containing herb plants. The beds to the north and south of the former pool are planted with 
roses and recently-added mixed perennials. 
 
The lower terrace terminates in a curved prow overlooking Beechwood Boulevard, defined by a 
limestone balustrade atop a brick retaining wall (visible in Photo 5). A yew hedge lines the 
curved eastern wall. The planting bed contains herbs within an outline of boxwood hedges. An 
ornamental carved stone wellhead, originally located near the northeastern corner of the Walled 
Garden, is this bed’s central feature. Brick walkways on the eastern, curved side of this planting 
bed appear to be remnants of the garden’s original paving. 
 
There is no trace of the Mellon children’s playhouse once located directly north of the upper 
terrace. 

 
  

Photo 5. Terraced Garden, lower terrace, view to SE from upper terrace 
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Walled Garden 
The Walled Garden was designed in 1929 by the New York firm of Vitale and Geiffert. It 
occupies a raised plateau west of the Mellon house site and parallel to Fifth Avenue and is 
divided by brick walls into three linear terraces, each oriented east-west. The south, west, and 
north walls of the garden screen out the garden center to the south, the former Marshall and 
Scaife properties (now Pittsburgh Center for the Arts) to the west, and the view to Fifth Avenue 
to the north, respectively. At its eastern end, the garden is open to the former house site. Here 
three tiers of broad, shallow stone steps descend to a paved octagon with an octagonal planting 
bed at its center. The octagonal form reflects the octagonal bay of the house from which the 
garden’s axis originated. (Photos 6-7) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 6. Walled Garden much as it would have appeared from Mellon house study, 
with octagonal planting bed in foreground 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Mellon Park  Allegheny, Pennsylvania 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 12 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo 7. Walled Garden, view to SW 

Photo 8. Fountain, west end of Walled Garden 
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At its western end, a limestone wall with Gothic detailing provides a backdrop to a small stone 
plaza featuring a fountain by sculptor Edmond R. Amateis (Photo 8). The fountain’s stone 
pedestal is ringed with sculpted children playing musical instruments and fish and turtles ’heads. 
Its octagonal footprint echoes the larger octagon at the garden’s opposite end. Three niches in the 
wall behind the fountain—two facing the central terrace and one facing the north terrace—
originally contained bronze sculptures of young women, also by Amateis. The sculptures were 
moved to Phipps Conservatory soon after the Mellon house’s demolition, and the niches now 
frame bronze plaques commemorating the donation of Mellon Park to the City and the dedication 
of the Frank Curto Educational Gardens in the 1970s. Wing walls of dark red brick set in English 
bond with contrasting white mortar connect to the side walls of the garden.  
 
The Walled Garden’s central landscape feature is a broad, grassy terrace extending from the 
steps at its eastern end to the fountain plaza at the west. Along the north and south sides are 
walking paths paved in irregular flagstones. Linear, rectangular planting beds line both sides of 
these walks. Plantings are modern and consist of shrubs and perennials along the north and south 
garden side walls. Simple wooden benches are set within these areas for viewing the garden. On 
the lawn side of the paths are a series of parterres, each planted with a single tree, perennial 
flowers, and a low hedge between the bed and the terrace lawn. (Photo 9). 
 
 

  

Photo 9. Walled Garden, north side 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Mellon Park  Allegheny, Pennsylvania 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Section 7 page 14 
 

An ornamental wrought iron gate—designed by Philadelphia master artisan Samuel Yellin— in 
the south wall of the central terrace leads to another, slightly raised terrace and walk that 
connects to the former Mellon garage which, with its later additions, serves as the Phipps Garden 
Center. (Photo 10) A larger, double-leaved wrought iron gate in the north wall of the garden, also 
designed by Yellin, leads to a lower terrace overlooking Fifth Avenue. (Photo 11) This terrace is 
also paved in flagstone with linear planting beds on either side. (Photo 12) Three staircases lead 
down into the sloping Fifth Avenue lawn: one at the east end, one at the west end, and one at the 
center. The central staircase, known as the “scroll stair” because of its scrolled side walls, is a 
landscape feature from Alden and Harlow’s original estate design of 1910. It now connects the 
Walled Garden via its lower (north) terrace with the pedestrian walk up the hill from Fifth 
Avenue. (Photo 13) 
 
Adjacent to the east stair to the north terrace, at the northeast corner of the Walled G  
arden, is a mounded berm with an array of boulders on its eastern shoulder. Installed here is a 
granite frog sculpture which was relocated from a former lily pond landscape (designed by the 
Olmsted Brothers firm in 1931 and no longer extant) located in the Beechwood Boulevard 
parkland (Photo 14). Atop the mound is a small stone paved terrace with an inscription, round 
garden bed, stone bench, and inset plaque. The plaque is related to a 2009 public art memorial to 
Ann Katherine Seamans by artist Janet Zweig. The installation consists of fiberoptic lights 
installed at grade in the central lawn in the formation of the stars on the date of Ms. Seamans’’ 
birth. It is prominently visible only at night and was designed to be minimally intrusive to the 
historic garden landscape. 
 
The Walled Garden was rehabilitated by the Pittsburgh Parks Conservancy in 2009. Work 
included restoration of infrastructure and hardscape of the garden; replanting of the beds with 
regard to the intent of historic plantings but suitable to modern park maintenance capacity; and 
installation of large decorative urns on inscribed stone bases alongside the stairs at the eastern 
entrance to the garden.  

Photo 10. South terrace of Walled Garden between it and garden center 
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Photo 11.  Walled Garden, gate to north terrace overlooking Fifth Avenue, view to NE 

Photo 12. Walled Garden, gateway to north terrace from east 
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Photo 13. Walled Garden balustrade and scroll stair from Fifth Avenue parkland 

Photo 14. Granite frog sculpture relocated from lily pond 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Mellon Park  Allegheny, Pennsylvania 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

 
Parkland along Fifth Avenue 
 
North from the Mellon house site and the Walled Garden, the hillside sloped down to Fifth 
Avenue.  This is maintained as a mown lawn with mostly mature trees of various species (Photo 
15).  The character of this landscape is relatively unchanged from its historic appearance, though 
with fewer trees. 
 
A flat, grassy plateau atop the hill northeast of the Mellon house site is the former location of the 
Frew house (Photo 16). East of this, at the bottom of the hill and across the former Frew estate 
drive (now a walkway into the park from Fifth Avenue), is a flat triangle of grass where the 
Darsie house once stood (Photo 17). The same pastoral parkland landscape of lawns and trees 
continues across the former Frew and Darsie properties. Fences and other landscape features 
which historically separated the Mellon, Frew, and Darsie estates were removed when the City 
unified them as parkland in the early 1950s. 
 

At the eastern property line of the Mellon estate, a short red brick pier marks the beginning of the 
Frew fence. This is a low brick wall with limestone base and coping topped by wrought-iron 
pickets. The wall steps down toward the Darsie property as the grade of Fifth Avenue gradually 
descends to the east. The Darsie lot frontage has a simple fence of wrought-iron pickets set 
directly into the ground. 
 

Photo 15. View from north terrace over former Mellon estate grounds to Fifth 
Avenue 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Mellon Park  Allegheny, Pennsylvania 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

There are four points of entry into Mellon Park from Fifth Avenue. The easternmost is the 
original gate to the Frew estate, which leads to the former drive to the Frew house. Now an 
asphalt-paved footpath, this follows roughly its original alignment to the crest of the hill, past the 
Frew house site, where it joins a modern path to the Mellon house site. 

Photo 16. Frew house site 

Photo 17. View of Darsie house site from Frew house site; path is former Frew drive 
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Photo 18. Historic estate fencing along Fifth Avenue: from east to west, Darsie, Frew, 
Mellon. Beyond the Mellon estate, the Marshall property did not have a permanent 
fence. 

Photo 19. Main vehicular gate into Mellon estate from Fifth Avenue; wrought iron by 
Samuel Yellin 
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The next point of entry is the main Mellon estate gate. From here, one can follow the original 
Mellon drive—also now an asphalt-paved walkway—on its S-shaped path to the house site 
(Photo 22), or branch westward on a narrow asphalt walk below the Walled Garden which is 
lined on one side by four crabapple trees. 
 
The third entry point is a pedestrian gate in the Mellons’ Fifth Avenue fence which occurs close 
to the Mellon-Marshall property line. From here, an asphalt-paved footpath leads up the hillside 
to intersect with the walk around the Mellon house site at a point close to the Walled Garden. 
 
Finally, since the Marshall property frontage is not enclosed, there is free access to the Fifth 
Avenue lawn from the end of the Mellon’s fence  to Shady Avenue. 

Photo 20. Detail of wrought iron main gate to Mellon 
estate 

Photo 21. Detail of wrought iron 
Mellon estate fence, Fifth Avenue 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB Control No. 1024-0018      
 
Mellon Park  Allegheny, Pennsylvania 
Name of Property                   County and State 

 
 

Agricultural Area 
At the western end of the Fifth Avenue Parkland, from Fifth Avenue to the western wall of the 
Walled Garden, a wrought-iron fence of simple picket design separated the pleasure grounds of 
the Mellon estate from its vegetable gardens (Photo 23). Still extant, this fence is visible in a 
1917 photograph and likely dates to the Mellon estate’s construction ca. 1910. The site of the 
vegetable gardens themselves on the lower slope of the hillside is now lawn. The Mellons’ 
chicken house, a  one-story, U-shaped, stuccoed building uphill from the garden site is associated 
with the estate’s agricultural functions (Photo 24). It has six-over-six wood-framed double-hung 
windows, most of which are boarded, and a hipped roof. Built in 1906 or 1907  with a capacity 
of 500-600 birds,1 it is shown, but not labeled, on historic property maps and park plans 
beginning in the 1920s. The chicken house was adapted for use as the Activity Headquarters of 
the Pittsburgh Council of American Youth Hostels after the estate’s conversion to a park in the 
1940s and vacated in 2003. It is currently not in use. 
  

 
1 “R.B. Mellon’s Chicken House at Fifth and Shady Avenues is a Most Unique Institution” (Pittsburgh: 
Pittsburgh Press, August 29, 1907), 20. 

Photo 22. Mellon estate main drive from Fifth Avenue, now a pedestrian walkway 
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Photo 23. Fence separating Fifth Avenue parkland from agricultural area of Mellon 
estate; northwest corner of Walled Garden at right 

Photo 24. Chicken house, now vacant, uphill from former vegetable garden at 
west end of Mellon estate 
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Photo 25. Beechwood Boulevard parkland, view to NE from drive 

Photo 24. Chicken house, now vacant, uphill from former vegetable garden at 
west end of Mellon estate 
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Beechwood Boulevard Parkland 
The ridge of the hill between Fifth Avenue and Beechwood Boulevard visually separates the 
Fifth Avenue and Beechwood Boulevard parklands, but their character is much the same. Like 
the hillside above Fifth Avenue, the hillside between the house site and Beechwood Boulevard is 
a pastoral parkland of large trees set in a broad, sloping lawn (Photo 25). The northern half of 
this parkland slopes evenly toward the street before flattening just before the fence, while the 
southern half is considerably flatter along the boulevard before it climbs to the Terraced Garden 
and Garden Center building.  
 
The fence along Beechwood Boulevard is Yellin-designed wrought iron and detailed much like 
the Mellon fence on Fifth Avenue, but without the granite elements. Four large old sycamore 
trees stand in a row inside the fence. A simpler wrought iron picket fence demarcates the 
northern and southern boundaries of the property. Gates near the northern and southern property 
lines lead to asphalt-paved paths that climb the hill. The northern path leads to the Mellon house 
site, intersecting with the former Frew drive along the way. Just below the ridgeline of the hill, a 
path connects from the Terraced Garden to the former Frew drive. 
 
Along the south of the site, a vehicular drive—now called Mellon Park Road—connects to the 
estate’s former service court, current visitor parking, and access to/from Shady Avenue. Now 
paved in asphalt, the drive’s original granite curbs are still evident in some areas. The site of the 
former Olmsted-designed lily pond is marked by overgrowth at the first bend (Photo 26). Hidden 
in the overgrowth are boulders which were part of the landscape around the pool. 
 
 
Garden Center/Former Garage and Service Entrance 
The service court of the Mellon estate was located south of the Walled Garden at the 
convergence of the estate’s three drives: the main, formal drive from Fifth Avenue; the drive up 
the southern edge of the property from Beechwood Boulevard; and the service drive, a narrow 
but straight right-of-way off of Shady Avenue. The service drive retains its Belgian block 
paving. It passes the Scaife house and garage before passing through a large, Yellin-designed 
wrought iron gate between two tall brick piers with limestone bases, caps, and ball finials. A 
wing wall connects to the Mellon garage building and contains an arched pedestrian entrance, 
also with a Yellin-designed wrought iron gate. Together with the drive from Beechwood 
Boulevard, the service drive was renamed Mellon Park Road when the estate became city 
property and the drive became a city street providing access to the park. (Photo 27) 
 
This part of the property served several historic functions. The Mellons’ carriage house (which 
became its garage) is located here. This has been leased to the Pittsburgh Garden Center (now 
called the Phipps Garden Center) since 1945. The original carriage house is a red-brick building 
with a pyramidal roof over its two-story central section, flanked by one-story wings with shallow 
hipped roofs to the north and south. The original carriage house is currently found at the rear 
(west) of the garden center complex. Several one-story additions and raised concrete terrace 
expanded the garden center to the east in the 1950s and again in the 1980s (Photo 28). These 
were built on the site of a circular service court that originally existed in front of the garage. Two 
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stone statues currently found on the garden center terrace were originally located in the Terraced 
Garden and were relocated at an unknown date. 
 
Other historic uses of the service court were an L-shaped conservatory near the top of the drive 
from Beechwood Boulevard and a sunken, walled laundry-drying yard outside the kitchen at the 
southwest end of the house site. The conservatory no longer exists.  
 
A cast iron drinking fountain stands on a concrete base directly east and in front of the garden 
center. It was manufactured by the Murdock Company of Cincinnati, OH, which began 
supplying water hydrants and fountains for public infrastructure in 1853, and was probably 
installed by the City upon the Mellon estate’s conversion to a park. The vertical post of this 
fountain is of a design, M-1776, made by Murdock beginning in the 1920s and found in parks, 
school campuses, and other settings throughout the country. It was originally operated by foot 
pedal. Because the fountain did not meet modern height requirements, it was recently extended 
with an arm to raise the drinking pan. 
 
A rock garden established in 1976 by Allegheny Chapter of American Rock Garden Society is 
located in a grassy verge across Mellon Park Road from the garden center. This is screened from 
adjacent properties by a wall of dark red brick laid, like the rest of the garden walls, in English 
bond with contrasting white mortar. 
 

Photo 26. Unmowed vegetation marking former lily pond site along drive from 
Beechwood Boulevard 
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Photo 27. Entry gate by Samuel Yellin at former service entrance to Mellon estate 
(now Mellon Park Road) 

Photo 28. Phipps Garden Center, modern additions and terrace in foreground, Mellon 
garage visible in rear 
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Marshall Property/Pittsburgh Center for the Arts 
The Charles D. and Dora M. Marshall house was constructed in 1911 on property adjoining the 
Mellons’ at the corner of Fifth and Shady avenues and donated to the city to expand Mellon Park 
after Charles Marshall’s death in 1944 (Photo 29). It has been occupied by the Pittsburgh Center 
for the Arts (originally the Arts and Crafts Center of Pittsburgh) since 1945. The house is of 
stuccoed brick in an American Colonial Revival interpretation of a 17th century British country 
house. It is two-and-a-half stories and seven bays with a formal, symmetrical composition. A 
large terrace extends in front of the house, screened from Fifth Avenue by a row of cypress trees. 
A two-story porte cochere (now enclosed) on the west side marks where the original drive from 
Shady Avenue entered the property, but that drive is now lawn. A stone retaining wall holds the 
lawn above the sidewalk along Shady Avenue. The rest of the Marshall site’s trees are in a row 
along its Fifth Avenue frontage. A sculptural art installation—a stone face, upturned with a tree 
growing out of its open mouth—is located in the lawn northeast of the house (Photo 30). 
 
  

Photo 29. View of Mellon Park from intersection of Fifth and Shady Avenues: former 
Marshall estate (now Pittsburgh Center for the Arts) 
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The house received substantial additions, designed by Pittsburgh firm The Design Alliance, in 
1990. The rear addition incorporates a former sun porch to provide a lobby. It reoriented the 
Pittsburgh Center for the Arts’ main entrance to the rear of the building. Entrance to the center 
had previously been through the porte cochere; this was enclosed in 1990 to accommodate an 
expanded sales gallery. A two-story wing added to the building’s east side is set back from the 
house’s primary facade and contains exhibition space. The house’s original front terrace was 
enlarged and its basement was expanded and renovated into a subterranean gallery and event 
space below the terrace. The mansion’s original front door now provides access to the terrace. 
 
On the interior, some of the Marshall mansion’s original features were altered by its tenants soon 
after it was added to Mellon Park. For example, the Abstract Artists club painted the third-floor 
ballroom white in 1945; “in former years the ceiling was decorated with golden stars on a cloth 
of midnight blue.”2 Some of the house’s windows were also obscured with black paint and/or 
covered with drywall. The 1990 renovation reversed these window treatments, but did not restore 
the decorative painting. It did retain and refinish the mansion’s original double staircase and 
design the new reception hall with this as a focal point. 
 
At the rear of the mansion, the Marshalls’ service drive has been enlarged to provide a small 
parking lot for the Center for the Arts. The Marshalls’ garage still stands at the southeast corner 
of the parking lot (Photo 31). Because of the garage’s siting on the hillside, it is two stories on 

 
2 Douglas Naylor, “City to Open Marshall Mansion to Public” (Pittsburgh Press: March 16, 1945), 25. 

Photo 30. Marshall house, enlarged terrace, and art installation from park 
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the front facade and one story in the rear, where a door opens out onto a small terrace. The 
original first floor material is stone and the second story is clad in stucco. The garage is three 
bays wide with a shallow hipped roof.  It has been adaptively reused as a woodworking shop for 
the arts center, and the front of the first floor has been altered with concrete. 

Scaife House and Garage 
Southeast of the Marshall house and west of the Mellon estate are the Scaife house and garage. 
Designed by Alden and Harlow in the Shingle Style and built in 1904 for Lawrence Dilworth, 
the house was remodeled and received its current Tudor Revival treatment in the 1920s. (Photo 
32) Sarah Mellon Scaife, one of the donors of the Mellon estate for a park, lived here with her 
husband, Alan Magee Scaife, after their marriage in 1927. Sarah Mellon Scaife donated the 
Scaife property to expand Mellon Park in 1946. The Scaife house is two-and-a-half stories and 
clad in stucco with faux half-timbering and tall red brick chimneys. It is set back from Shady 
Avenue behind a broad lawn. A low rubble stone wall holds the lawn above sidewalk level. Four 
large trees stand at the front property line. The Scaife property is currently used by the Pittsburgh 
Center for the Arts as classrooms and studios. There is also an apartment for visiting artists on 
the house’s third floor. 
 
 
  

Photo 31. Marshall garage, now woodworking studios for Pittsburgh Center for the 
Arts 
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Photo 32. Scaife house from Shady Avenue; kiln building visible at left 

Photo 33. Scaife garage, now park maintenance building 
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The Scaife house received renovations and additions as part of the 1990 campaign to upgrade the 
Pittsburgh Center for the Arts. Like those at the Marshall house, they were designed by The 
Design Alliance. In the process, a few historic interior features were restored: the foyer’s original 
black-and-white marble checkerboard floor, a white marble mantel in what had been Sarah 
Mellon Scaife’s bedroom (now part of the jewelry and metalsmithing studio), leaded glass 
windows on the stair landing, and an ornamental brass balustrade. However, asbestos abatement 
caused the loss of most historic interior finishes. Two additions were made at the rear of the 
Scaife house: a two-story, stuccoed classroom wing and a freestanding, one-story kiln. An 
elevator was also added to the house at this time. The elevator tower, also at the rear of the 
house, was built in brick to resemble one of the mansion’s towering chimneys. 
 
A one-and-a-half story, cross-gabled carriage house stands at the rear of the property, directly 
west of the Mellon garage along Mellon Park Road. Its Shingle Style design suggests that it was 
designed by Alden and Harlow and built contemporaneously with the original house in 1904. 
(Photo 33) This is currently used to store park maintenance equipment. 
 
 
Fifth and Penn Recreation Area 
The triangular area north of Fifth Avenue from its intersection with Penn Avenue west to Putnam 
Street was also part of Richard Beatty Mellon’s holdings. In 1946, his children donated this 
property, too, to expand Mellon Park. The gift was presented with plans for the configuration of 
the site as a recreation center, which were generally followed.  
 
The site was roughly bisected by Beechwood Boulevard, which had been laid out in the early 
1900s and constructed ca. 1920. This section of the boulevard was vacated except for a segment 
off of Fifth Avenue, which provides a vehicular entrance and parking spaces for park users. A 
rustic wooden sign at the entrance identifies this as the Mellon Park Recreation Area. There is no 
fencing or other barrier along Fifth or Penn avenues. (Photo 34) 
 

Photo 34. Entrance to Mellon Park Recreation Area from Fifth Avenue, 
access via vacated section of Beechwood Boulevard at left 
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West of the Beechwood Boulevard entrance, along the recreation area’s Fifth Avenue frontage, 
are a modern playground equipped with water features, known as Mellon Spray Park; two 
basketball courts; and a complex of tennis courts known as the Mellon Park Tennis Center. The 
tennis courts have been enclosed in a weatherproof fabric dome to permit year-round play since 
2002. (Photo 35) 

 
A tree-lined, asphalt-paved walkway separates the Fifth Avenue zone of the recreation area from 
the ball fields to the north. Also along this walkway are a modern CMU rest room and utility 
building across from the playground and a demountable structure serving as a park office across 
from the tennis center. The rest room/utility building replaced a previous building of 
approximately the same footprint ca. 2010. 
 
Three ball fields occupy the northwest sector of the recreation area. The largest is framed by the 
angle of Penn Avenue and the historic alignment of Putnam Street (now renamed Bakery Square 
Boulevard) (Photo 36). Two smaller fields, known as Middle and Little Field, are nestled south 
of the large one and north of the tennis and basketball courts. The smaller fields are enclosed 
with chain link fencing; utilitarian bleachers are situated on concrete pads outside of the fencing. 
(Photo 37) An asphalt-paved path follows the outfield curve of the large field, delineating it from 
the smaller field and picnic area to its south. The ball fields are also at a lower grade than the 
picnic area. 
 

Photo 35. Playground/spray park, basketball courts, and tennis courts (under 
fabric dome) along Fifth Avenue edge of recreation area  
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Photo 36. Main ball field at north corner of Mellon Park Recreation Area  

Photo 37. Middle and Little fields beyond parking area on former 
Beechwood Blvd. 
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The picnic area comprises the southeast section of the recreation area bounded by Fifth and Penn 
avenues, the vacated segment of Beechwood Boulevard, and the large ball field perimeter. The 
picnic area occupies a slightly higher grade above the ball fields and parking lot. The landscape 
here is similar to that of the Fifth Avenue and Beechwood Boulevard parklands across the street: 
meandering footpaths through pastoral lawns dotted with mature shade trees. A rustic picnic 
shelter is located near the parking area (Photo 38).  

Photo 39. “Steelcityscape” (1976) by Arunel deRoy Gruber near Penn Avenue 

Photo 38. Picnic shelter and parkland landscape in recreation area  
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Also in the picnic area are three modern works of public art: “Steelcityscape” (1976; Photo 39), a 
sculpture of 12 intertwined steel rings, by Arunel DeRoy Gruber; “Five Factors” (1973), 
comprised of five abstract stainless steel forms on a concrete base, by Peter Calaboiyas; and 
“Untitled (January Sprinter)” (1973), a horizontal, subtly curved stainless steel slab by Thomas 
Morandi. All three sculptures were restored and installed in Mellon Park in 2011-2012. A bronze 
tablet commemorating the location of a landmark tree, the Forbes oak, is found in a concrete tree 
stump along a path near Penn Avenue. Dedicated by the Pennsylvania Society of the Colonial 
Dames of America in 1914 and originally set into the actual trunk of the tree, this was originally 
located at 6805 Penn Avenue, across the street and approximately two city blocks east of its 
current location. The plaque was restored and moved to Mellon Park in 2012. 
 
Integrity 
Mellon Park retains integrity of location, setting, design, workmanship, materials, feeling, and 
association.  
 
Its location is the same as the original Mellon estate donated to the City in 1943 and includes all 
other subsequent lands acquired by the City to expand the park during its period of significance. 
The park also has strong integrity of setting amid the streetcar suburb neighborhoods of 
Shadyside, Point Breeze, and Squirrel Hill, which display a strong late 19th-early 20th century 
character. 
 
The park’s integrity of design, workmanship, and materials are evident in the extensive remnants 
of the historic gardens and grounds associated with the Mellon estate and later revisions to unify 
it with adjacent former private estates into one coherent park landscape. Many important 
landscape architects, including Vitale and Geiffert, Olmsted Brothers, Ralph Griswold, Gilmore 
D. Clarke, and Simonds and Simonds contributed to these landscapes during the first half of the 
20th century, and their designs are largely still evident. Original estate designer Alden and 
Harlow’s architectural contributions to the landscape are strongly represented by the Terraced 
Garden and the scroll stair above Fifth Avenue. Sculpture designed specifically for the Walled 
Garden by Edmond Amateis and an intact system of wrought iron fencing throughout the former 
Mellon grounds by Samuel Yellin are further examples of the excellence of materials, design, 
and workmanship which were preserved in the Mellon estate’s conversion to public parkland.  
 
An early decision to concentrate the park’s recreational facilities in a well-designed complex 
north of Fifth Avenue has freed the historic former estate grounds from the pressure to provide 
these functions. Thus the various original characters of the park landscape, from formal to 
pastoral to recreational, have been preserved, and Mellon Park retains integrity of feeling and 
association both as a luxurious private estate and as a public landscape dedicated to retreat and 
recreation. 
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________________________________________________________ 
8. Statement of Significance 

 
 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 
 

 
 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years  

 
 
 
 
 

x
 
  

x
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
Community Planning and Development  
Landscape Architecture  

 
 

Period of Significance 
1907-1952 

 
 Significant Dates  
 _1911, 1929, 1943, 1946, 1952 
 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 Alden & Harlow 
 Vitale & Geiffert  
 Ralph Griswold 
 Gilmore D. Clarke  
 Simonds & Simonds 
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