
Art Commission Application  

 

 

City-County Building Historical Sign 

Conceptual/Final Review 

 

Project Location: Across from City-County Building, 414 Grant St  

Neighborhood: Central Business District 

 

Applicant(s): 

James Hill 

Department of Public Works 

 

Project Duration: Permanent 

Has this project come before Art Commission before? No 

If yes, when? n/a 

RCO District: Yes 

Development Activities Meeting: DAM has been held 

 

 
 

 





City of Pittsburgh 

 

Pittsburgh was founded on November 27, 1758. The city was named by General John 

Forbes, in honor of British statesman William Pitt, the 1st Earl of Chatham. Early on, 

Pittsburgh played an important role in our country’s history. In the early 1800s, the city 

became known as the “Gateway to the West.” This nickname referenced the huge 

advantage Pittsburgh had by having the intersection of three major waterways. The 

Allegheny River and Monongahela River join together at what is known as the “point” to 

form the Ohio River. This intersection opened the gates for Pittsburgh to lead the way in 

the trade industry for products such as coal, timber, glass, natural gas, iron and 

limestone. By 1911, Pittsburgh manufactured half of the nation’s steel. Due to the 

amount of pollution given off by the steel factories the city had a new nickname - “The 

Smoky City." 

Throughout the years, Pittsburgh has made multiple changes and overcome many 

obstacles. The city has moved from the steel industry to become a leader in healthcare, 

education, technology, and financial services. What were once heavily polluted streets 

and riverfronts, have been transformed to create the modern vibrant Pittsburgh one 

sees today. 
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Project Proposal: Materials



Conclusion / Other Info

This sign will be owned and maintained by the City of Pittsburgh.













Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 06/24/2020) 

This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions. 

Logistics Stakeholders 

Project Name/Address: City-County Building History 
Signage 

Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations, 
residents, employees, etc. where this is evident): 
PDP 

Parcel Number(s): N/A 

ZDR Application Number: N/A 

Meeting Location: via Zoom 

Date: August 11, 2022 

Meeting Start Time: 5:00 pm 

Applicant: City of Pittsburgh Approx. Number of Attendees: 6 

Boards and/or Commissions Request(s): Art Commission approval required 
 
 

How did the meeting inform the community about the development project? 

Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall 

square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed, 

building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs. 

Proposing a sign to highlight the lighting on the City County Building.  In 2018, the CCB celebrated it’s 100-year 

anniversary and as part of celebrations the City partnered with Duquesne Light for lighting on the building.  They 

agreed to signage highlighting the contributions.  The sign will have historic information about the building, similar to 

the sign for the County Courthouse.  Proposed on Grant Street facing from the building.  Showed sign details, design, 

and location.   

Input and Responses 

Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Are any accessibility features on the signage such as 
braille? 

Not a part of the proposal.   

Art Commission is often interested in accessibility so this 
may be something to take back in a redesign.   

 

Planner completing report: Stephanie Joy Everett 

 


