
Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 06/24/2020) 

This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions. 

Logistics Stakeholders 

Project Name/Address: Uptown Flats - Bethlehem Haven 
at 1406 Fifth Avenue 

Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations, 
residents, employees, etc. where this is evident): 
Schenley Heights Collaborative, Hill District Consensus 
Group, Hill District Development Corporation, Hill District 
Collaborative, Action Housing, Duquense University, 
Indovina Associates Architects, Radnor Property Group, 
Residents, City Planning 
 

Parcel Number(s): 0002-H-00009-0000-00 
0002-H-00010-0000-00 

0002-H-00011-0000-00 

0002-H-00012-0000-00 

ZDR Application Number: DCP-ZDR-2022-03469 

Meeting Location: Zoom 

Date: 09/19/2022 

Meeting Start Time: 6pm 

Applicant: Lena Andrews, Jodi Lincoln (Action Housing) Approx. Number of Attendees: approx. 30 attendees 

 

How did the meeting inform the community about the development project? 

Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall 

square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed, 

building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs. 

Presented details on the history of their organization, mission, goals, and previously completed projects. Current 
project will be completed in two phases.  Phase 1 has a budget of $3.5M and the renovations will take about 8mos to 
complete, resulting in a total 34 affordable units.  Phase 2 will require demolition(s) of existing structures and new 
construction, with a budget of $18M and will take about 14mos to complete, resulting in a total of 26 affordable units. 

Input and Responses 

Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

How will Bethleham Haven address the increase in crime 
in that area? 

Stated that the Aces Deuces Bar is a source of a lot of 
crime in that area.  Feels that shutting down the bar 
will help with improving crime. 

Where is the developer in the process of acquiring Aces 
Deuces? And how does that impact Phase 2? 

The developer is awaiting final summary judgement 
from current court proceedings.  So it is very likely that 
the developer will be able to acquire the bar.  But if for 
some reason that does not happen, then they may 
have to rethink some project logistics. Safety is a 
community concern, and therefore, the developer is 
working diligently to close the nuisance bar 



Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Would like to note that there was/is a long history of 
harassment of African American businesses. Suggests 
having a discussion with the current owner to see if they 
are experiencing difficulties because it is not always what 
it appears to be. 

There has been several attempts over the past years 
regarding a mutually beneficial agreement and in fact, 
these discussions did result in a valid sales agreement.  
The surviving owner partner - Ben Cushing, has been 
very reluctant to recognize the agreement validity with 
the surviving spouse of the deceased partner. 

What happens if the developer does not get the tax credit 
to finance Phase 2?  Will the demolition of Aces Deuces 
occur? 

The developer stated that they will not demolish until 
the financing is in place.  If they do not get the tax 
credit this year, they do intend to apply in the 
following year.  Phase I - the renovation of 1410 will 
happen regardless of Phase II. 

What is the communication plan to the community if the 
tax credit is not awarded? 

The developer stated that they would return to 
engage with the community if the project changed. 

How long will the property be affordable? Will remain as affordable housing for a minimum of 40 
years. 

What is the property ownership structure? The name of the LLC is BH Ventures One.  Bethlehem 
Haven needed to create the LLC to protect assets of 
501(C)3. 

What is the programming for the residents during the day?  
What can be done to address the loitering? 

This Uptown Flats project will provide low income 
affordable housing for men and women. Additionally, 
the 26 women who are full-time residents call 
Bethlehem Haven home.  Our program provide 
opportunities for supportive services. The issues that 
are being presented are not unique to the Bethlehem 
Haven residents.  Many of the women work full or part 
time. 

Other Notes 

 

Planner completing report: Sharonda Whatley, Assistant Director and Ose Akinlotan Planning Manager 


