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236 Fifth Avenue 

                                                                     
Market Square Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Downtown Streets Pittsburgh LP 
380 Southpointe Boulevard 
Canonsburg, Pa 15317 

 
Ward:  1st 
 
Lot and Block:  1-D-268 
 

 

Applicant: 
Kento Ohmori 
Fukui Architects 
205 Ross Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  6/17/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Signage including a new projecting sign. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Kento Ohmori speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Quinn asks for more clarification on the lighting for the signs, as internally 
illuminated box signs are not permitted in the district. 

3. Mr. Ohmori states that there are many internally illuminated signs in the districts, 
but it is correct that this is an opaque box with only the letters lit up. 

4. Ms. Quinn asks how the signage will be attached to the building. 

5. Mr. Ohmori states that the information is in the drawings, and they wanted to go 
with the box sign versus channel letters as fewer penetrations are required. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for additional 
comments and questions from Commissioners. 

7. Mr. Falcone agrees that more detail may be needed about how the sign is attached 
to the building, and he also agrees that the guidelines don’t appear to permit this 
type of signage. 

8. Mr. Ohmori shows the attachment drawings. 

9. Mr. Green notes that the Chipotle signage shown in the photos also appears to be a 
box sign. 

10. Ms. Quinn agrees and says that was before her time. She states that the intent of 
the guidelines was to encourage more upscale signage with individually lit letters. 

11. Mr. Hill clarifies that the Chipotle signage is externally lit. 

12. Mr. Green states that since the letters in the proposed sign are the only illuminated 
part, he believes that it does meet the guidelines. 

13. Mr. Hill agrees. 



14. Mr. Hill asks why sign 1 extends past the mullions. 

15. Mr. Ohmori states that they can adjust the size to fit. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve the proposed signs with the revision to sign 1 to be 
reduced to fit within the pattern of the façade. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Dash stepped 
away and did not vote. 

 


