
Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1236 Butterfield Way 

                                                              
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Shai Avramovich 
724 N. St. Clair Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15206 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-290 
 

 

Applicant: 
John-Edward Porter 
Desmone 
265 High Street, Suite 7 
Morgantown, Wv 26505 

Council District: 6th  
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  8/2/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new house. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John-Edward Porter speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the 
project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks for public comment; there is none. He asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Snipe states that he doesn’t have any comments or concerns. 

4. Mr. Dash states that he is concerned about the first-floor parking, even on an alley. 

5. Mr. Hill understands the concerns, but is more inclined to approve it because it is 
on the alley. 

6. Ms. Loysen agrees. 

7. Mr. Porter clarifies that they would also prefer that a garage be located in the rear, 
but were constrained by space. 

8. Ms. Quinn states that if approved, the motion should be clear as to the 
circumstances under which the first-floor parking was approved. 

9. Mr. Green states that they can only look at the appearance and not the use. 

10. Mr. Dash points to the guidelines, which do specify the location of parking. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that this could be looked at more like a carriage house, of which 
there are many in the district. 

12. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 



3. Mr. Hill asks if an amendment can be added specifying that this was approvable 
since it is on an alleyway. 

4. Mr. Snipe states that he would rather have each project weighed on its own merit. 

5. Ms. Loysen states that the amendment can be that on an alleyway, first-floor 
parking can be acceptable if designed well. 

6. Mr. Snipe accepts the amendment. 

7. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, Ms. Loysen, and Mr. Green are in 
favor and Mr. Dash and Mr. Falcone are opposed. Motion carries. 

 


