
Pittsburgh HRC – September 7, 2022 

 
1301-1303 Sherman Avenue 

                                                             
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sumac Tree LLC/Leslie Ward & Randy Zotter 
 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-179, 179-A 
 

 

Applicant: 
Mahmoud Zalloum 
 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  7/28/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of front porches. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Aguirre states that she will need to step away for a half an hour at 2:00 pm 
and will have Mr. Falcone step in as chair. 

2. Mr. David Roth speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from the Commissioners. 

4. Mr. Snipe states that he does like the porches, but he is concerned about the first 
floor window on 1301 that was redone. He would like to see that changed back to a 
double-hung window. 

5. Mr. Roth states that he did anticipate that and suggest to the team that something 
more traditional be used. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that the proportions of the rendering don’t seem to match the 
photographs. 

7. Mr. Roth states that he understands the issue and that the renderings do need to 
be stretched vertically. 

8. Mr. Hill states that another issue is that the building on the left does not appear to 
be painted. 

9. Mr. Falcone is concerned about the change of the front window to a door, and 
would like to understand more about the existing door. 

10. Mr. Roth states that the side of the house isn’t visible from the street. He states 
that he can provide additional information, but just wants to know if there is a 
chance of the front porches being approved. 

11. Ms. Aguirre states that with the renderings and photos provided, it is a bit 
distracting to focus on the porches. 



12. Mr. Zotter speaks as the owner of 1303. He clarifies that he is not applying to have 
the front door moved at this time and is just applying for the porch. 

13. Ms. Aguirre states since that is the case, they will need to have accurate drawings 
presented in order to approve anything. 

14. Mr. Hill suggests that the application be tabled for more information. He outlines 
the concerns of the Commissioners, including accurate renderings reflecting 
existing conditions and clarity on the front door of 1303 and the rest of the scope 
of work. 

15. Ms. Loysen adds that the guard height on the porch is not consistent with a 
historic railing height, and since the railing is not required she would suggest 
making it lower. 

16. Mr. Hill wants to clarify the painting as well before tabling. 

17. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see the unpainted brick remain unpainted. 

18. Mr. Roth states that an issue is that the building seems to be one building rather 
than two, and the design intent was to make them look more unified. 

19. Mr. Dash states that regardless of it is one building or two, unpainted brick should 
remain unpainted. 

20. Ms. Quinn agrees. 

21. Mr. Dash states that there seems to be general support for unifying these buildings 
with a porch, but other guidelines such as those for painting do still apply. 

22. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that while the Commission would like to see the 
buildings improved, they still need to protect the building’s integrity. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 


