
Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 4/18/2019) 

This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions. 

Logistics Stakeholders 

Project Name/Address:  Tree of Life at 5898 Wilkins Ave Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations, 
residents, employees, etc. where this is evident): 
Squirrel Hill Urban Coalition (SHUC), Rothschild Doyno 

Collaborative, Tree of Life, and Studio Libeskind, OTMA, 

residents, Councilperson Strassberger’s Office 

Department of City Planning 

Meeting Location: City of Pittsburgh Zoom  

Date: 09/22/22 

Meeting Start Time: 07:00 PM 

Applicant:  Dan Rothschild Approx. Number of Attendees: 98 

How did the meeting inform the community about the development project? 

Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall 

square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed, 

building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs. 

Project team presented details on the project scope, outcome of the pre-application meeting with DCP staff, project 

inspiration, major stakeholder involvement, design elements and composition, massing, elevations, updates to the 

parking layout on site and shared use parking agreements, memorial location, new building footprint, setbacks, and 

programmatic elements.  Project will require a visit to ZBA to seek approval on Modifications and Special Exceptions. 

Input and Responses 

Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

How will immediate neighbors be updated on plans 
throughout this process? 

Will continue to work with SHUC for communications. 

Where will the Holocaust center be located within the 
building? 
 

Currently housed at Chatham University in a gallery space.  

There is no permanent space at Tree of Life, but flexible 

spaces can be used within the new facility.  The Holocaust 

Center isn’t a tenant at this location, but will the ability to 

use the space for exhibits, etc. 

The existing use is not identical but is being significantly 

expanded. And the property will attract a significantly 

greater number of users than previously. How can you 

assure residents of neighboring streets that their homes 

won't be turned into parking lots during the day? 

 

 Clarified that the building footprint and square footage is 

being reduced.  Anticipate that the shared parking 

agreements will address the additional parking need.  

There will also be bus drop-off from Chatham.  Anticipate 

that there may be about 4-5 days of the month where 

parking need will be high. 

How would public tours be handled? 
 

Will enlist professional docents and leave school tours to 

the educators.  And again, large tour groups can be bused 

and dropped off. 



Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

The current building had cell towers on the roof. will the 

new building also have cell towers?? 

 

Anticipate working with AT&T to relocate the towers. 

What is the plan for windows opposite the stained-glass 
windows on the other side of the sanctuary? 
 

They will all be restored and/or replaced. 

Will there be a space to exhibit the history of Tree of Life 
congregation? 
 

Anticipate that there will be a narrative space for each of 
the congregations that were impacted by the tragic 
events.  Exact programmatic details are still being 
discussed. 

It seems there are very few classrooms. could you please 
advise how the number of classrooms was decided? 
 

Intend to have more flexibility within the structure, so 
rooms can be used as classroom and/or meeting space. 

Not a land use regulation question, but will there be an 
endowment to help fund long term maintenance? 
 

Intend to raise endowments during their campaign for 
sustainability. 

Dan referenced the front of the building will be a 
memorial garden. Is there a picture of what that might 
look like? 
 

The project team does not yet have a working design for 
the location just yet.  However, they do anticipate 
returning to the community for a DAM specifically for the 
monument. 

Can you give a ballpark estimate when demolition and 
construction will begin.  And approximate length of time 
to completion. 
 

Anticipate demolition and construction starting in Spring 
2023 if all the stars align.  Construction will take a least a 
year. 

How many people will be needed to staff the building on 
any given 24 hr. period? 
 

 

When will the project go before the ZBA Roughly after the High Holidays but before the end of the 
calendar year. 

Based upon the plot lines shown along Shady Ave., it 
appears that the proposed site for the Memorial is well 
within the 30' zoning setback. If not overcome, this zoning 
restriction may preclude the construction of an 
appropriate Memorial on the land apportioned for the 
Memorial along Shady Ave. How will this important zoning 
issue be addressed? 
 

Approval of the monument design will be a separate public 
process that will likely include the Art Commission.  Do 
anticipate returning to the community at a later date to 
discuss the monument. 

Will the proposal affect rental rates of houses around? 
Because a lot of students from Chatham and Carnegie 
Mellon reside around. 
 

Not sure that this project will impact pricing of rental 
housing in the community. 



Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Will Tree of Life have weekly Shabbat services in the 
worship space? Where does the congregation reside? 
 

Congregation will reside in the offices above, and the goal 
is to continue to have services and activity  

What safeguards will be in place for the safety of adjacent 
homes 

Are working with a national security consultant to secure 
the site, significant security systems will be installed, and 
they are adding stockade fences on side property line. 

Is there an estimate of how large the social hall will be? 
what might be the maximum occupancy of that room? 

Occupancy at ~ 200+ in a ballroom setting, but 400 seats in 

a conference/meeting setting 

 

As a follow-up to my prior question, do you have an 
alternate and visually predominant site-location for the 
outside Memorial in case full zoning variance is not 
garnered for the Shady Ave. location you have outlined? If 
so, where is that alternate location? 

There is no alternate location at this time.  Confident that 

they will be able to develop monument. 

 

How high is the well of light structure? Per zoning code, 
the max height is 40ft, so the limestone wall is exactly 40ft 
tall and the mass of the building is lower comparatively. 

The exact dimensions and heights are still of the light 

structure is still being determined, but does appear to rise 

up about 10-15ft higher than the main structure. 

Can a rendering of the building be created from the 
Solway St perspective? 

Yes, will do. 

Other Notes 

 

 

 

Planner completing report: Sharonda Whatley, Assistant Director & Ose Akinlotan, Neighborhood Planning Manager 


