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OSE AKINLOTAN

Ose is the Department of City Planning's Planning Manager and serves the City's Central and East neighborhoods.
She also serves as the department’s Equity Liaison and Project Manager for the updating and adopting Greater Hill
District Master Plan. Since joining the department in January of 2019, she managed and co-drafted the Greater
Hazelwood Neighborhood Plan and the Planning Education Series. Ose earned a master's in Geography and
Environmental Planning from Towson University and a bachelor's in history from The Morgan State University.
Before moving to Pittsburgh, Ose worked for the planning department for the City of Dubuque, Iowa. There, she
served as Assistant Project Manager of the 2017 Comprehensive Plan, the primary GIS specialist for the
department, an intercultural Competency Community Facilitator, and was a face of the "I'm a Dubuquer" Inclusive
Campaign. She also worked as a freight and rail planner for the Iowa Department of Transportation, where she
evaluated infrastructure conditions around the state.  

Ose is an active member of Sigma Gamma Rho Sorority and the NAACP. She's passionate about uplifting our
children and equipping them with the knowledge and tools for success. She is a founding member of the Sister's
United Empowerment Coalition in Dubuque, Iowa, and actively seeks to apply the organization's principles of
sisterhood and support everywhere she goes. Ose is originally from Glenarden, Maryland, just outside of
Washington, D.C.

SHARONDA WHATLEY, AICP

Sharonda Whatley is the Department of City Planning's Assistant Director of Strategic Planning. She holds degrees
in Anthropology and City & Regional Planning from the Ohio State University. Sharonda has had the opportunity to
study people, culture, and the built environment in Egypt and West Africa. From local to international communities,
She recognizes that mobilized and informed residents have the power to demand and create change in their
neighborhoods. As a professional in planning and urban development, Sharonda is proud to say her education,
work experience, and community involvement has been rich in growth opportunities. She is leading and managing
major municipal planning projects, facilitating programs to help neighborhoods stabilize and develop community
capital, and working across disciplines to reduce disparities in urban areas. Sharonda has been a featured
presenter for multiple local and regional professional conferences, and currently serves on various boards across
that country that focus on community design and environmental justice.

STEPHANIE JOY EVERETT

Stephanie Joy is the neighborhood planner for the City's Northern neighborhoods. In this capacity, she works with
community members and stakeholders to guide future growth and development. Stephanie Joy has also
collaborated with other planners and agencies in the creation of the Neighborhood Planning Program, which
includes Registered Community Organizations and the Neighborhood Plan Guide. Before relocating to Pittsburgh
in 2015, Stephanie Joy worked for the City of Yuma (Arizona) as a planner for seven years. She worked in a variety
of capacities for the City of Yuma, including development review, policy research, zoning code amendments, and
updating the general plan. 

Stephanie Joy has spent time abroad, teaching ESL at a private school in Bangkok, Thailand, and studying urban
sustainability practices in Curitiba, Brazil. She earned her bachelor's in Psychology and Masters in Community
Planning from the University of Cincinnati. In her spare time, Stephanie Joy can be found tending to her landscape,
hiking and biking the trails of Western Pennsylvania, or exploring Pittsburgh’s art venues.

THOMAS SCHARFF
Thomas is the neighborhood planner for the City's southern and western neighborhoods. Before moving to
Pittsburgh, Thomas worked in Portland, Oregon as a community affairs coordinator with the public transit agency
TriMet, supporting the design and construction of the city’s first high-capacity bus line. Before working at TriMet,
he interned with the City of Vancouver, Washington, conducting bilingual (Spanish/English) outreach and
advancing the implementation of a community economic development action plan for Vancouver’s international
business district. 

As the capstone project for Thomas’ master’s degree in Urban Planning at Portland State University, he and a team
helped facilitate a community vision process with the village of Queets in the Quinault Indian Nation to guide
future development that would be safe from tsunami risks. Thomas holds a bachelor's from Georgetown
University in Government with a minor in Justice & Peace Studies.

Thomas lived for several years in Peru, where he worked with youth in after-school enrichment programs and
taught English to high school and university students. He speaks Spanish, and he enjoys gardening, salsa dancing,
and exploring Pittsburgh’s museums, parks, and many unique neighborhoods. 


