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Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium Entrance Renovation 

Conceptual Review 

 

Project Location: 

Pittsburgh Zoo, One Wild Place 

Neighborhood: Highland Park 

 

Applicant(s): 

LGA Partners 

 

Project Duration: Permanent 

Has this project come before Art Commission before? Yes (different design) 

If yes, when? July 2019 

RCO District: Yes 

Development Activities Meeting: The DAM will be held before Final Review 

 

Project Description: 

Renovation of the entrance area to the zoo, with the removal of the existing 

ticketing pavilion and entry gates, and the addition of new pathways and two 

new structures that will include the welcome desk and ticketing facilities. The 

proposed. The current proposal represents a new design from that which was 

previously approved.  
 



Letter of Intent 

Pittsburgh Art Commission 

Conceptual Design Submission 

11/4/2022 

LGA Partners 

 

LGA Partners was engaged by the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium to revise and rethink a previous 

concept for two new main entry buildings at their entry plaza. This previous concept was approved by 

the Art Commission for conceptual and final approval in July 2019. 

LGA Partners has worked in collaboration with the zoo on a design intent which expresses the three 

primary goals of this project: improving the visitor experience, providing better facilities for staff and 

visitors, and aligning this signature project with the Zoo’s focus on sustainability and conservation.  

To improve the visitor experience, LGA Partners’ concept proposal utilizes the architecture itself, as well 

as architectural details, as tools of communication. The two buildings are primarily a solid “box” from 

which primary points of interest (restrooms, entry gates, and ticketing) are punched up and through. 

These taller volumes signifying points of interest help to provide visual cues to the visitor through their 

height as well as their material difference to the main volume of the building. Architectural details, such 

as the horizontal band of signage, provide wayfinding in a consistent plane across both buildings. At the 

points of interest, the exterior structural steel provides a reference to Pittsburgh’s architectural and 

industrial history.  

Program for the new buildings includes an increase in amenities for both Zoo staff and visitors. Building 

A, in which ticketing is the primary point of interest, provides designated work areas for various 

departments of Zoo staff which surround a common eat in kitchenette. LGA Partners collaborated with 

the staff at the Zoo to understand their program needs, from which arose the desire for “dividers” at the 

ticketing windows for both staff and visitors. LGA Partners has proposed static interior elements, and a 

shutter on the exterior of the building made of the same perforated metal as the façade. This shutter 

serves two functions. When open, it addresses the division of space for the visitor. When shut, the 

shutter covers the ticket window and becomes part of the façade, providing clear communication to the 

visitor on which ticket windows are closed. Building B, in which the restrooms are the primary point of 

interest, provides family, men’s and women’s facilities. The same perforated screen is used to provide a 

screening element between the restroom doors and the plaza. Near these facilities is an educational 

exhibit, which demonstrates the third primary goal of the project.  

Aligning this signature project with the Pittsburgh Zoo’s focus on sustainability and conservation, the 

buildings are being designed to allow the Zoo to obtain LEED certification. Along with the intent of using 

materials and practices which align with sustainability efforts, the project design team has been 

brainstorming how to demonstrate these efforts to the broader community. The Zoo’s education team 

has been an integral part of the design team meetings, collaborating on ideas to showcase and educate 

the public on the sustainable aspects of the buildings, building systems and landscape. We’ve also 

discussed some ways in which that educational content may relate to the project and the broader 



community (macro), but also demonstrate how to easily adapt those aspects to the scale of the 

household and the individual (micro). This harkens back to the overall concept of using the built 

environment as a tool for communication.  

The scope of the project involves the removal of the existing ticket pavilions and the existing entry gates 

between them. The existing plaza is to remain, with new pathways leading to it. One new path will be 

designated for groups of visitors. The other will be a winding path which is situated within a 

conservation garden. Throughout the renovated plaza, small trees will give shade to pockets of seating. 

The new buildings will be constructed within the existing area of the plaza, with an entry gate structure 

between them. A similar gate will be constructed at the plaza entry, both receiving green roofs. In the 

foreground, the plaza will be treated with new pavers. The new buildings and plaza renovations are 

intended to be permanent and will be maintained by the Pittsburgh Zoo. The materials selected have 

been a collaboration of the Pittsburgh Zoo and the design team and are high quality, long lasting, 

durable materials with long industry warranties.  

Construction on the project would be expected to begin in the Spring of 2023. The project is expected to 

be in construction for approximately 9 months. During that time, the project would be phased in such a 

way that the Pittsburgh Zoo can remain operational throughout construction.  

As a Pittsburgh institution, the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium already has a large impact on the 

community of Western Pennsylvania. The goal of this project is to enhance that Zoo experience for the 

community, whether as a visitor or as an employee. In providing clear project goals of enhancing 

experience and demonstrating the educational, sustainability and conservation efforts of the Zoo at 

their entry, the design team is aiming to assist the Zoo in placing their core values front and center. 



Organization Statement 

Excerpt from Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium  

11/4/2022 

The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium strives to foster positive, lifelong connections between animals and 

people. Whether through our exhibits, educational programs, or our many conservation projects, our 

goal is to make certain the Earth remains a suitable home for all life by our discovery of the 

interconnectedness of the natural world. 

More than a century ago, philanthropist Christopher Lyman Magee donated $125,000 for the 

construction of a zoological garden in Pittsburgh’s Highland Park neighborhood. On June 14, 1898, the 

Pittsburgh Zoo opened its gates to the public, providing visitors with a rare glimpse of animals and plants 

they had never seen before. Fitting in with the paradigm of the day, the Zoo resembled more of an 

animal menagerie than it does today. Through the years, the Zoo has been transformed, incorporating 

naturalistic habitats for a great variety of species, as well as becoming a resource for conservation, 

education, and research. 

Progress continues in 2021 with new leadership, plans for improvements and new exhibits, and several 

record-breaking attendance months as the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium approaches its 125th 

anniversary in 2023. The Zoo’s remarkable growth in attendance, exhibitry, research, education, and 

conservation efforts are sending it roaring into the future. 



Budget Information 

11/4/2022 

The Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium will be funding the project through donations and their capital 

improvements budget.  

Maintenance will be performed by the Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG Aquarium maintenance team and will be 

financed through their annual operations budget. 
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ENTRY RENOVATIONS 

PITTSBURGH ZOO & PPG AQUARIUM

ONE WILD PLACE,

PITTSBURGH, PA 15206

ART COMMISSION PRESENTATION

HEARING DATE: NOVEMBER 30TH, 2022

Hearing Date

This should be an introductory title 
slide that gives the name of the 
project. Images or graphics are 
optional.



©11/4/2022

PITTSBURGH ZOO & PPG AQUARIUM
ONE WILD PLACE,

PITTSBURGH, PA 15206

Project Location Map

Provide one or more map images 

that identify the location of the 

project

LOCATION MAP

PARKING ENTRY STEPS PLAZA TICKET PAVILLIONS
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Project Location: Images

Provide images that show 
several views of the existing 
context of the site.

EXISTING SITE IMAGES

VIEW OF EXISTING TICKET PAVILLIONS & ENTRY GATES (TO BE REMOVED) VIEW LOOKING BACK TO TICKET PAVILLIONS & PLAZA FROM TOP OF HILL

VIEW FROM ENTRY STEPS

VIEW FROM SIDEWALK (NEAR PARKING)
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REFERENCE SITE PLAN & SKETCH

1

2

3

HIGH LEVEL 
GOALS

IMPROVE VISITOR 
EXPERIENCE 

PROVIDE BETTER 
FACILITIES FOR STAFF

FOCUS ON 
SUSTAINABILITY & 
CONSERVATION

SITE PLAN 
DRAWING AND DESIGN BY PITTSBURGH ZOO & PPG AQUARIUM

CONCEPT SITE PLAN SKETCH
BY LGA PARTNERS

Project Location: Site Plan

Provide info and images that illustrate 
the history of the project to date. This 
may include demonstration of the  need 
for this project, community 
engagement and feedback, inspiration 
images, initial ideas and planning, or 
other details. (This will usually be 
multiple slides.)



©11/4/2022

PROPOSED ARCHITECTURAL SITE PLAN

Project Background

NOTE: Larger projects should provide a 
detailed site plan.                                               
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PROPOSED LANDSCAPE SITE PLAN
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PROPOSED FLOOR PLAN
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PROPOSED ROOF PLAN

SOLAR PANELS

GREEN ROOF
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Project Proposal: In Situ

Provide one or more renderings that 
show how the project will appear when 
installed on site. The sizing should 
accurately reflect scale.           (This may 
be multiple slides.)

PROJECT PROPOSAL – 3D VIEW
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Project Proposal

Provide info and images that illustrate exactly 
what is being proposed at this stage of the 
project. This may include conceptual 
sketches, technical drawings with dimensions, 
or other renderings.                                 (This 
will usually be multiple slides.)

PROJECT PROPOSAL – FLOOR PLAN – BUILDING A
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Project Proposal

Provide info and images that illustrate exactly 
what is being proposed at this stage of the 
project. This may include conceptual 
sketches, technical drawings with dimensions, 
or other renderings.                                 (This 
will usually be multiple slides.)

PROJECT PROPOSAL – FLOOR PLAN – BUILDING B
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PROPOSED FAÇADE

DOORS, WINDOWS, DISPLAY

GREEN ROOF
HIGH ROOF AT GATE

SOLAR
LOW ROOF

ROOF

Project Proposal: Materials

Provide info and images detailing the 
materials, colors, and product specifications 
that will be used.
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PROPOSED FAÇADE

MATERIAL PALETTE

PUNCHED METAL SCREEN (FOREGROUND) – ARKTURA
PATTERNS LIANA (LEFT) & BLOOM (MIDDLE), COLOR (RIGHT)

METAL PANEL 
(BACKGROUND)

PROJECTING VOLUMES

MATERIAL PALETTE

ACCOYA WOOD SIDING INSTALLED VERTICAL
SAGUARO (TOP) PUEBLO (MIDDLE) LIGHT IVORY (BOTTOM)

MAIN CLADDING & CONCEALED DOORS

ACCOYA WOOD SIDING
GATOR (TOP) BRUSH (BOTTOM)

PUBLIC DOORS 
(IE. RESTROOMS)

DOOR FRAMES, WINDOWS, 
METAL DETAILS

CARLISLE SNAP-CLAD 
SLATE GRAY FINISH

METAL ROOFS (HIGH)


