
Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 06/24/2020) 

This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions. 

Logistics Stakeholders 

Project Name/Address: 2247 Whited Street (Earthwork/ 
Grading) 

Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations, 
residents, employees, etc. where this is evident): 
 
Brookline Together (RCO) 
Area residents and stakeholders 
 
Mayor Ed Gainey 
State Representative Jessica Benham 
Office of Neighborhood Services staff 
DOMI staff 
 
Applicant Team 
DCP staff 
 

Parcel Number(s): 61-P-180 

ZDR Application Number:  DCP-ZDR-2020-03092 

Meeting Location: Zoom (and Facebook Live Stream) 

Date: March 14, 2022 

Meeting Start Time: 7pm 

Applicant: LAD Development; South Hills Landscaping and 
Excavating, Inc.; J Bird’s Landscaping and Excavating LLC  

Approx. Number of Attendees:  17 on Zoom (plus anyone 
on Facebook Live Stream) 

Boards and/or Commissions Request(s): Planning Commission (site is affected by the Steep Slopes Overlay); it is 
possible additional approvals may be necessary 

How did the meeting inform the community about the development project? 

Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall 

square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed, 

building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs. 

Property is located at 2247 Whited Street in Brookline, Parcel 61-P-180.  

Applicant team would like to get the property up to code in order to divide the lots into single-family dwellings. In 

future, anticipate 6-8 lots for housing. The property has about 600 feet of frontage on Whited Street, and depending 

on what approved for, would like to put in single-family dwellings. Showed pictures of the site and what work applicant 

has started on it so far.  

Applicant has started land clearing and filling – brought in bulldozer and removed dead and overgrown brush and 

trees. Had to level out the property to have drill rig sit level. City required them to get boring samples. In process of 

bringing it up to proper grade, and clean compactable fill. Showed a picture capturing one part of process, as they 

started clearing trees and cutting some benches in.  

Showed street view image looking down Whited Street towards Route 51, with lots of overgrown trees overtaking road 

and have had a lot overhanging neighboring properties. Have worked with the neighbors to try to remove some of the 

trees since some have fallen on their lots in past few years. Have owned property since summer of 2018, so trying to 

keep everyone in the loop on this overgrown property.  

Applicant described the equipment they own to complete the job without needing to rent anything. Two applicant 

presenters both own excavating companies. Showed pictures of some of their equipment, and referenced a bulldozer, 

roller, excavator, and skid steer. Mentioned they have approximately 20 pieces of equipment. Do it all in house, do not 

use sub-contractors.  

Have been working with JR Gales & Associates Engineering. Construction Engineering Consultants, Inc. were the 

geotechnical engineers doing boring samples and report. The intent has been to ensure proper development of 



property. Showed picture of site with boring/drilling. There were four boring sample holes on property for the 

geotechnical report.  

Applicants described their business/professional experience: South Hills Landscaping and Excavating, Inc. was 

established 1995. J Bird’s Landscaping and Excavating LLC was established in 2007. Described type of site work they do. 

Combined, the applicant team has over 40 years of experience with grading, stormwater management, etc.  

Applicant team showed pictures of some site work they’ve done. Referenced a similar project applicant team member 

did in Castle Shannon on a commercial site developed for a building in 2010. Applicant team shared their email 

addresses and phone numbers if people have questions for them.  

Input and Responses 

Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

For clarity, Brookline Together (RCO) is seeking to vote on 

a motion to approve continued site work to get it ready for 

future development. It’s just an approval for PLI to give 

you the necessary permitting to continue forward with 

excavation, correct?  

Correct 

 

 
You mentioned 3 to 8 lots of frontage on Whited street. 
Will there be an access road or is the intention just to 
come off Whited Street? 
 

You will be able to come right off Whited Street. The plan 
is for entry-level houses and driveway-level to all be level 
with Whited Street. Should not need easements or 
anything to go through others’ lots to be able to access the 
sites. We are thinking about 6-8 lots.   

 
For those 6-8 lots, what are dimensions of the proposed 
lots if you were to fit the maximum of 8?   

70 feet wide and as deep as the property will run, about 
200 feet or more. The further you go back, the steeper it 
gets, and it’s all woods. We aren’t touching anything we 
don’t need to touch. We still want to leave all the woods in 
the back, and only remove the necessary trees that are 
dead and overgrown and need to be removed to be able 
to build. If the new owner will choose to remove more 
trees, that will be up to them.   

It’s extremely steep in the back, and since you’re not 
removing trees, those trees will add to stability of grade, 
but have you taken other measures to make sure slope 
stays stable? 

We would just be following what the engineer gives us. 
Part of our equipment is a compactable dirt roller and so 
we’re not just dumping dirt over a hill. We’ll be 
compacting and rolling it every 6-10 inches. What brought 
in there will be rolled in. There are drains that will go in 
the hillside that will let out water for any rain storm and 
depending on the houses that go in, which we’re not at 
that point yet, we’ll need to control water for any 
permeable area. We won’t be dumping that over hillside, 
probably more into a storm sewer or towards Whited 
Street.  

What is the proposed footage from the street to where 
the houses will actually sit? Can you give an estimate? 

I think the building line is 30 foot on the survey off the 
wedge curb.  

Are these houses planning to have garages, just driveway 
parking, or just that frontage spot for parking?  

We’re not that far yet, since we’re just looking at 
permitting for the site work, so we haven’t gone into too 
much detail as to what they’re going to be. I can guarantee 
it would be off street parking.  



Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

[RCO lead:] For purpose of this motion, we are only voting 
on the grading of the site. Once in future they get to a 
point of rezoning or splitting the entire property into lots, 
that will come before the board again for consideration, 
but this is only for grading, before we get too into the 
weeds.  

 

[DCP staff:] To confirm, you plan to bring this to Planning 
Commission given the Steep Slopes Overlay? Want to 
ensure people are aware of that.  

Yes, we assume that is part of permitting process to get 
our Land Operations permit.  

[Brookline Together board took a vote and voted in favor 
of the motion to support the applicant team’s proposal to 
grade and ready the 2247 White Street parcel for future 
development].  
 

 

[Email address was shared in the Zoom chat for how the 
public could provide comment to Planning Commission for 
a point in the future when application goes to Planning 
Commission. Information was shared about how to 
provide public comments to Brookline Together, via their 
RCO email or through Facebook Live Stream comments 
section].  

 

Other Notes 

The project’s scope, for purposes of this March 14th, 2022 DAM, only includes earthwork/grading. For any subsequent 
development plans proposed for the site, such a proposal may need to have another DAM (if the criteria requiring a 
DAM are met for that subsequent scope of work). 
 
The RCO’s board expressed its formal support of the applicant team’s earthwork/grading proposal and noted that it 
would like to see and review subsequent development plans for the site when those are created in the future.   
 
In March 2022, DCP Zoning staff communicated to the applicant team that for PLI permits, the applicant team needs 
the Zoning & Development Review (ZDR) to be approved first and that the PLI permit scope and materials need to 
match those approved in the ZDR.  

Planner completing report: Thomas Scharff  

 

 

 


