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515 N. Taylor Avenue 

                                                               
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Deborah Allen 
515 N. Taylor Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-252 

 

Applicant: 
Deborah Allen 
515 N. Taylor Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Council District: 1st   
 
Inspector:  
 
Application Received:  9/1/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact replacement of windows with aluminum-clad 
wooden windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Deborah Allen speaks as the previous owner of the property. She explains the 
work that was done and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Quinn asks how many windows were replaced. 

4. Ms. Allen states that three windows on the front of the house were replaced. 

5. Ms. Aguirre confirms that the windows were wood, and that the applicant thought 
she ordered wooden windows when they were actually clad wood. 

6. Ms. Allen states that is correct. 

7. Ms. Aguirre also confirms that the owner was only cited recently and not when the 
windows were replaced five years ago. 

8. Ms. Allen states that is correct. 

9. Ms. Aguirre states that since it has been five years, fortunately or unfortunately she 
doesn’t know how much they can do. 

10. Mr. Hill asks staff what has happened in the past with this type of violation that is 
not caught immediately. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that it is unfortunate that the homeowner was duped, but the 
windows still are not right. She states that in some cases in the past a violation 
caught years after the fact has been allowed, but they did just hear another case for 
after-the-fact windows in Deutschtown and should be consistent. 

12. Mr. Green states that unfortunately there are no specific rules to follow for this 
type of case. He talks about the PLI process for handling situations like this. He 
feels that Commissioners should be consistent but also evaluate the harm that was 



done and the length of time the violation was allowed to stand on a case-by-case 
basis. 

13. Ms. Loysen states that the fact that window companies are misconstruing their 
product should be addressed, and the guidelines should be made to be more 
specific about what is allowable. 

14. Ms. Aguirre states that due to the length of time that has gone by, they may have to 
allow this to stand. 

15. Mr. Green asks if a condition can be placed on the approval that the windows 
should be replaced with wood down the line. 

16. Ms. Loysen suggests that, with empathy to the owner, they deny the application 
and require the windows to be replaced. 

17. Mr. Hill agrees, also with empathy to the owner. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to deny the replacement of wooden windows with aluminum-
clad windows. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 


