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Development Activities Meeting Report (Version: 06/24/2020) 

This report created by the Neighborhood Planner and included with staff reports to City Boards and/or Commissions. 

Logistics Stakeholders 

Project Name/Address: Broadway Ave Public Realm Plaza 
Design (Broadway Ave at Beechview and Hampshire 
Avenues) 

Groups Represented (e.g., specific organizations, 
residents, employees, etc. where this is evident): 
 

Beechview Revitalization Advisory Group (BRAG) - RCO 
Pittsburgh Hispanic Development Corporation staff (host 
of meeting venue) 
Applicant team (DOMI staff, consultants) 
DCP staff 
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services staff 
Area business owners 
Area residents 
Community Leaders United for Beechview (CLUB) 
Pretty Up Beechview (PUB) 
Beechview Area Concerned Citizens 
Port Authority of Allegheny County staff (via Zoom)  
Additional area stakeholders 
 

Parcel Number(s): N/A (Public Right Of Way) 

ZDR Application Number: N/A 

Meeting Location: Pittsburgh Hispanic Development 

Corporation at 1555 Broadway Avenue, Second Floor, 

Pittsburgh, PA 15216; Hybrid Zoom option also offered  

Date:  May 26, 2022 

Meeting Start Time: 6pm 

Applicant: Dept. of Mobility & Infrastructure (DOMI), 
Buchart Horn, Studio for Spatial Practice  

Approx. Number of Attendees:  
Attending In-Person: ~32 people (including applicant team 
and City staff)     
Attending on Zoom: 8 attendees 

Boards and/or Commissions Request(s): Possible request to Art Commission for elements in the public Right of Way 
(applicant anticipates Art Commission review will likely not be needed, but the matter was not certain at time of 
meeting)  

How did the meeting inform the community about the development project? 

Ex: Community engagement to-date, location and history of the site, demolition needs, building footprint and overall 

square footage, uses and activities (particularly on the ground floor), transportation needs and parking proposed, 

building materials, design, and other aesthetic elements of the project, community uses, amenities and programs. 

The meeting informed the community of final design and construction details about the plaza design component of the 

multi-year Broadway Avenue Public Realm (BAPR) project. It is the last in a series of improvements for Broadway Ave 

within BAPR. Applicant provided background information on the earlier improvements along the corridor such as the 

restriping of the street, repainting of parking spaces, and more.  

 

The presentation stated that the project emerged out of prior planning by DCP. The scope of the project is to realign 

Beechview Ave where it meets Broadway Avenue, with a new traffic signal, back-in parking along Beechview Ave, and a 

new plaza space. There will be upgraded lighting (new pedestrian lighting), lit bollards, lighting for the trees and 

planted areas, new landscaping areas, benches, and trash cans, and decorative pavers. With the redesign, the island 

would be eliminated, the pedestrian crossing would be simplified, brick pavers would be reused, and the design would 

allow for gathering space and event space. The presentation showed aerial illustrations of major proposed changes and 

the realigned intersection. It included example/precedent images of the different components of street furniture and 
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urban design elements, examples of the three-season grasses, and the shrubs. The presentation shared that the trees 

will be utility height.  

 

Applicant shared anticipated traffic control changes, with a detailed visual of the Maintenance and Protection of Traffic 

(MPT) plan. Impacts including the closure of a small section of the street at the bottom of Beechview Ave, with no 

through traffic and local traffic only on Beechview Ave. No impact to the trolley service. Access to Pittsburgh Parking 

Authority Lot is to remain. Pedestrian Access in front of buildings is to remain. Detour would utilize Sebring, Rutherford 

and Coast. 

 

The applicant shared the anticipated construction schedule under a worst-case scenario incorporating potential 

procurement delays: completing design in June 2022, advertising for contractor in June/July 2022, awarding contract in 

August 2022, beginning construction in August 2022, and completing construction by July 2023 with it opening to the 

public in August 2023. Construction would be approximately one year. Slides will be posted on Engage PGH webpage, 

where the contact information of the project manager is also listed, and web link can be shared with the RCO BRAG.  

Input and Responses 

Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Why do you want to close off Beechview? [describe more the scope of the 

project] 

 

 

We’re not closing out Beechview, 

just redirecting it and having it “T” 

out. You’ll be able to go left or right. 

It was identified through a public 

planning process in 2016-2017.  

Beechview used to have an ambiance of tree-lined streets. I’ve been living here 
40 years. The crime up here is bad. It’s littered streets. Who will clean it up? 
Now streets are littered with Styrofoam, dog poop. We’ve been asking for a dog 
park. We’re asking landlords and tenants to clean up litter. We as taxpayers go 
around and clean up litter.  

 

I am a business owner and community owner and have been here for a long 
time. Who identified that this was necessary?  

It was the Broadway Avenue Public 
Realm project, identified through 
City Planning.  

He’s a business owner of one of the nicest restaurants up here and he didn’t 
have input in it. So you got none of his input in it, so how did you go about it, 
when it’s the worst thing for Beechview. You’re not going to have flowers or 
shrubs, kids will pull them up, and dogs will be peeing on it.  

 

Clarify that City Planning identified it?  It was identified through a planning 
process.  

How many parking spots are we going to lose at end of this project?  
 
Five spots. How many spots did we lose in total for last project? 
 
I’d like to walk you up the street and show you the exact parking spaces that 
have been lost. Other business owners will tell you the same thing.  

[…difficult to hear] 
 
I believe none.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

We lost parking spaces.   

Has this project been bid yet?  No.  

Has a final decision been made on this project?  Yes, it was identified in the capital 
budget.  

It’s going forward, that’s an absolute?  Yes.  

What is the funding source for the project? We have some capital money and a 
state multimodal project grant from 
DCED. So it is state and local funding.  

Are state representatives aware of this?  Yes, they’ve been aware, this is still 
part of the same project that started 
with the line painting and projects 
from 2018. It’s all the same planning 
process.   

Who came up with the design to redirect Beechview Ave?  That was identified through that 
planning process and given to us to 
implement.  

The only meeting I’m aware of was downstairs in this building – I attended that 
meeting and there was no input asked from the people in the room. I came to 
the meeting and communicated by email and gave opinion on it and apparently 
the decision had already been made. You’re doing a big disservice to this 
community.  
You say that timelines are dependent on the ability to get supplies. This 
community is dependent on time. You can’t close this business district down for 
a full year. As a business owner I’d tell you that.  

We will be maintaining local access 
to the business district and those 
spaces there as well as to the public 
parking lot.  

I fully respect your answer but if you have any business common sense, with the 
detour route down Rutherford and up Coast, you’re past the entire business 
district.  

 

90% of drivers ignore the Zebra lines. With the detour, Coast and Broadway is 
extremely dangerous because they will not stop at the stop sign, they’ll come up 
over the crest. Was the pretty painting and slip lane closures part of this?  
 
Who is responsible for cleaning up the pretty art space in the slip lanes? I went 
up there in my chair with another neighbor with a broom and dust pan to pick 
up in front of one of our local businesses. It was wizard of oz situation when I 
asked local councilman about who was responsible. The zebra lines up by BP on 
Greentree Road – you need a pedestrian button to push to make it safe for us to 
cross those zebra lines there and up by Chip and Kale because that bend is very 
dangerous. If people are coming up Rutherford and up Coast, they’ll be flying.  

That was an earlier phase, yes.  
 
 
 
I appreciate that. We’ll look into 
additional mitigation at that 
pedestrian crossing. I believe you.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Why didn’t you listen to the community? Why didn’t you have someone go and 
do surveys of community and ask what we wanted? You’re taking away from the 
community and from the business, and taking away parking spaces. I don’t 
support this. You’ll be taking away from the business. This is the worst thing 
ever done in Beechview and it won’t make it pretty. It will be a disaster.  

 

There is a question on Zoom about closing Beechview -- what about businesses 
impacted?  
 
But there are several businesses at that intersection that depend on that 
through-way for parking, ease of access. Any solution to support those 
businesses at that intersection? 
 

It will just be the intersection.  
 
 
We can get a more specific detail 
about what the Maintenance and 
Protection of Traffic plan will look 
like through there.  

A repeated concern is the fire truck – that is an emergency route. In winter that 
fire truck would have to go down Rutherford and come up Coast in winter. What 
about school buses? You need to go back to the drawing board.  

 

At Coast and Methyl, I put on my brakes on black ice and that bus turned 
sideways and I slipped down Coast and fortunately didn’t roll over.  It was when 
driving a 27-passenger vehicle bus. That part between Methyl and Broadway on 
Coast is extremely dangerous for people crossing.  

Appreciate the input.  

Buses and PAAC coordination is needed.  We have already coordinated with 
the fire and the school and the Port 
Authority. And the PAAC has 
weighed in on the detour.  

Why is this going to take back-in parking, that sounds like a nightmare?  The current parking we have is 
illegal. Beechview Ave is not wide 
enough to sustain point parking.  

In what regard?  I just finished a project in another 
part of City. Back-in parking is very 
safe once people get used to it.  

If we do not touch parking on Beechview and do not redirect Beechview Ave, 
those spaces are legal as they are correct? It’s only if we touch them that they’re 
not legal, right?   
 
So they’re legal forever if we don’t fix it. 

Yes grandfathered in.  

My question was largely answered. It was about the history of this project and 
whether there has been an in-depth opportunity for all stakeholders, PAAC, 
police, and the fire department. I’m not a big stakeholder but I saw what 
happened in Dormont with business disruption.  
 
It would be helpful to see from start to finish a brief history of this project and 
who was consulted and where money came from. 

We don’t know exactly what 
happened with the process as we 
were not here during that. But we’ve 
seen images from the consultants 
and there were public meetings.  
 
We can post that on Engage page. 
The planning study is out there.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Years ago there were a bunch of meetings at St. Catherine’s and St. Pius. I bet 
you that half of the people who voted for this project no longer even live here in 
Beechview. Beechview has become very transient. We also have an empty lot 
where they tore down a building. If you want to build a park, build it there. 
There’s another one next to Las Palmas. If you want to beautify, do something 
with those. Those lots are probably filled with needles and garbage. Then we 
have a little tiny garden called the Jardin, it’s a beautiful project but most of the 
time it’s a mess. If the City wants to do this stuff, they need to start hiring 
people to maintain the parks. We’ve now lost all that. I’ve been a resident of 
Pittsburgh 63 years. We used to have people in Pittsburgh that did that work – 
they kept things looking good. So much respect and pride of City has been gone. 
City keeps throwing money on B.S. I noticed that right along the tracks down 
here the road is gone/split from tracks in a wide distance. That has never been 
taken care of. They want to build a park but they don’t want to fix the roads. 
That’s ridiculous. I have a business on Broadway Ave on the other end. I would 
like lighting like they have on Carnegie and on Mt. Lebanon on Beverly Rd. We 
have nice businesses up there further up Broadway. The focus is always on the 
business district down here by Hampshire – if doing things with Beechview, do it 
for all the area that is business-related.  

 

First, why no elected official present here. Second, coming out of these 
processes, we gave input, that input was never heard and never followed up on. 
Why didn’t you come back with option a, b, c, make adjustments. But you’re just 
saying you’re doing this. The City council person said back-in parking was off the 
table. And website said that. But now you’re saying back-in parking is going to 
occur. There is some kind of mix-up, no elected officials are here. There is a 
huge disconnect in this room. Several business owners are here. This process 
should pause and take input from this community properly. I’m not saying what 
is right or wrong there – there are some good things and some very bad things. 
But you have to go back to drawing board and take what community wants.  

 

You don’t live in the community. It’s what we want, not what you want.   

I’ve been in Beechview 17 years, 8am-2am every day except Xmas. I own the 
store across street – Dollar Eagle, Metro PCS, bar, and several properties near 
proposed project. We already have a problem of parking and movement in this 
area. I’ve been downtown three times with parking authority. I know about 7 or 
8 years ago they brought up all these projects and I could see many people don’t 
live in Beechview and telling us what to put here. If anyone proposed structures 
across my properties I am going to sue. Letting you know. I’m not against 
development but will take community from us. Enough of it.   

 

You need to put a survey out and ask the community what it wants before 
spending money.  

 

How much will cost? 1M budget?  Yes.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

How much did it cost to make Shiras stop accessible? Wasn’t that part of original 
project? Now we’re getting a parklet it seems nobody wants and that stop is still 
not accessible.  

The Belasco high-level stop redesign 
is under review with the Port 
Authority now -- I reviewed the 
designs a couple of months ago.   

I invest in this community, lived here 31 years. I have multiple properties, 
including property on Tropical and on Shadycrest. I can tell you that our 
community is crumbling. If you honestly believe that we can rely on public works 
to take care of the trees and the litter, it’s not going to happen. I can tell you 
from experience. I’ve begged City Council people and 311 because I travel to 
work every way drive down Crane Ave and I am so sick of the condition of the 
road and seeing the litter. Please put $1M into quality of life for Beechview. 
When I leave this meeting and walk my dog, every night I walk, and I always fill 
at least one bag with garbage. We matter. And the sewage down at the end of 
Crane – there is water flowing over a hillside that I swear will cause a landslide. 
All I’m asking you to do is hear us that this community does not want this and 
we appreciate your efforts and that you care, but Beechview needs much more 
than a park that will not be cared for. After 2.5 months of my begging, Crane 
Ave was finally cleaned. We need good streets, and a safe, clean community. We 
need trash cans. Sorry, I’m not for this project.  

 

I have been cleaning up litter in this neighborhood for over a decade 
organizationally. My children have grown up cleaning up litter. This little parklet 
was a trash dump before we got it, and we do our best with the four volunteers 
we get from neighborhood. So when I hear about so much litter, every little bit 
helps. We do need more trash cans. Now I understand funding streams – to 
speak to what this project was about. I was part of the steering committee 
meetings on this process and when we did the walk through – we addressed this 
issue. The location is not safe. The grant from the state specifically addressed 
this public realm issue and specific scope of work. The funds need to go to there. 
It isn’t going to address sewage on Crane or other real and legitimate issues that 
we also need to address at another time. This parklet I’m not against, however, 
there has to be sustainable plants because I myself do a lot of the work for city 
and my husband and I have invested thousands of dollars. Let us appreciate 
something good might happen. Yes, construction is a bear, and no one likes 
construction and the businesses of course not. My little green space right there 
will connect in visually with all of this – people take their tacos from right there 
and they will have their picnics in my space. Children play there. Basketball 
hoops. Community engages with green spaces when they’re provided. When 
there are benches, people will sit and enjoy the space. That’s why green spaces 
exist -- for betterment of community and our children. So I support this. There 
some obvious issues that I’m sure will ultimately be worked through. And by the 
way, Pretty up Beechview has litter clean ups monthly.  

 

I appreciate very much all those kids cleaning Broadway up. I see it all. If you will 
close Broadway Ave for one full year, you’re done. Business will be done and 
these businesses are hurting badly. You cannot close Broadway Ave for one 
year. Pretty Up Beechview I appreciate you. If go through with project, you’re 
killing this community. Broadway Ave is the life blood of this community. It has 
to be driven through. You cannot take that loop with Rutherford and up Coast – 
that will impact business.  

We’re not closing Broadway, we’re 
just closing the last 100 feet of 
Beechview Ave during construction. 
We are closing access to Broadway 
Ave from Beechview.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Are you closing Hampshire?  No, though we will also do a bit of 
closure on Hampshire for sidewalks.  

Did you do a traffic study on Beechview Ave? Study traffic from Beechview to 
Broadway? 

Yes we did traffic counts for the 
signal.  

Did you have an independent audit on it? Every night from 3:30-6pm, Beechview 
Ave backs up. Lots of trucks feeding those stores, buses, everything comes down 
there. Now all those people that come down Beechview will have to do a hard 
right/left to get to Broadway Ave.  

We’ll go back and look at the trucks 
and larger vehicles; it’s on our list. 
We’re not closing all of Beechview, 
just the last few hundred feet. In 
reality, people can access it and 
probably cut through parking lot.  

That’s not enough.   

Beechview and Broadway Ave are the access points we have. I’ve been in 
business 46 years. PAAC shut down the T probably 8 times. We know what’s 
going on. Just shut down of T these past 3 months has hurt us badly. 

 

Rutherford and Coast will not work for bringing supplies.  We’ll revisit that.  

How much money is going to your pocket?   

There was trolley track construction from 6 years ago. It usually happens every 
20 years. The next will probably be in 14 years. When you reroute cars 
permanently and construction is going on street in 14 years, how will reroute 
trucks that are going south along Beechview to Broadway Ave?  

We’re coordinating with PAAC.  

When you put barriers up on trolley tracks, they put up jersey barriers. It’s a 
nightmare to businesses. Need to consider that after this design. Every two 
decades those businesses can’t sustain those impacts.  

We met with PAAC.  

PAAC doesn’t care about us. They don’t know what is happening with us.   

Are you in communication for BRAG for this?   

In terms of this meeting, now I realize you weren’t here at the start of process. 
When Senator Fontana got funds for this project, it was told to residents of 
Beechview that they would be involved in process from beginning to end. Now 
you’re saying something set in stone. I know Senator Fontana was not notified 
about this meeting, and I know Coghill was notified about it late. This was 
supposed to be a collaborative project with community input. So now what 
you’re doing is pontificating. And a lot of information you don’t know. So 
respectfully, you should end this meeting we’re left with how ignorant are these 
people that are trying to run this neighborhood. It’s so obvious that there is so 
much information you’re not prepared for. And so for your sake, come back with 
partners that should be involved in this. And allow community to have input.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

I don’t know who this project is going to benefit....Money...I’ve seen a lot. 
Property rights...One more closure will hurt business. I’m always out here in the 
heat as the businessman. This won’t work for us, it will kill our businesses. I’m 
saying, with respect that I will sue to stop this, and I know the community will be 
with me.  

 

Rather than adjourn, the proper terminology might be to recess and have 
another meeting. Reconsider and have another meeting. Considering all the 
questions, and reconsidering things that seem so far set in stone, it appears 
they’re not so set in stone if goes to court.  

 

Bring Fontana here.   

Please remember that we just suffered through 2 years of covid and this project 
is suffering. My recollection is our state senator got some money to help redo 
Broadway Ave and this is part of it. The City came up with more money to add to 
it, and maybe there is a third source of money. It’s been stretched out over 
three years and we’re all suffering. Maybe with our representative Anthony 
Coghill we can pull stuff together – I don’t think it’s so bad. But the construction 
problems are real. There is a wide space there with the parking that comes off 
Beechview Ave. Maybe you could reinforce that, and keep part of it open and 
traffic go behind you, and do reconstruction that will be new and then tear that 
up.  

I appreciate that. That was in the 
back of my mind. We thought getting 
in and out would be quicker since it’s 
such a small amount of Beechview 
that would be closed, but we can 
certainly look at phasing if that will 
help.  

It’s small in terms of land area but it’s not small for people of Beechview.   

I’m looking at the City website. It mentions removal of proposed reverse-in 
parking and maintaining all existing parking formats. The City Council person 
previously stated that there would not be reverse-in parking. Why is there a 
change with that parking approach?  

That was from planning process, but 
we’re in engineering process. As 
someone else said, once you touch 
the road, we need to do reverse-in 
parking to be legal.  

But no one asked for you to touch the road.  
 
Commitment was to not do reverse-in parking.  

We can make the planning process 
available on Engage – it will be good 
to show what that process was. 

Are you saying City is not being forthright with us? 
 
 

I’m saying if my seal is going on 
those plans, it will be back-in 
parking.  

[multiple comments / cross-talk] 
 
In regards to back-in parking, I remember the focus was about the upper part of 
Broadway. That had nothing to do with this section here. I think back-in parking 
is stupid and will cause accidents but I’m just clarifying where it was discussed. 

 

Reading from Zoom, a question was why are there no public officials at this 
meeting? Also, what was the cost of Phase 1 when did the painting?  

I don’t recall the cost of the painting. 
Maybe $80,000.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

I appreciate BRAG and PHDC, but why are we not engaging the RCO more than 
just asking them to co-host. I work for an RCO in another neighborhood and 
can’t imagine something happening in neighborhood without RCO more 
involved than “here are great designs” and then in few years it’s moving 
forward.  It seems the RCO is being ignored and why not being involved more 
actively . 

BRAG held focus groups last year. 
 

There was a meeting outside.  
 
We voiced concerns a year and a half ago.  

 

To address the earlier question, I recently became vice chair of BRAG. BRAG has 
very low membership, we’ve been trying to recruit people but word is not 
getting out and people don’t want to be involved. When BRAG was first put 
together, there was a lot of animosity about it since it originated because 
nobody wanted to deal with BMA. There are 6 orgs in Beechview that don’t 
speak to each other. We don’t have any money; I have suggested different fund-
raising things and have been ignored. I’m trying to get the community to work 
together but it’s almost impossible and I get no help. I sent out an email to ask 
for help getting the word out on this meeting, and crickets. I asked about a grant 
from Duquesne Light, which expires June 3rd, and no response. I was on the BMA 
and have been on different groups and I get nowhere. I’ve not been a 
community organizer. But I see what Beechview needs and I see how things go 
and so I try, but we lost our business consultant because we couldn’t pay her. So 
I ask why we’re not doing fundraising and it’s crickets. 

 

Thanks for engaging us and listening. But I know that’s not what you came here 
for. We’ve been doing community organizing for years. By the time people come 
to meeting, they’re fed up. This doesn’t happen in other neighborhoods. We’re 
just as deserving as other neighborhoods. People are jaded and don’t want to be 
bothered. We’ve been fooled many times. We’ve had two developers take us 
over the rails. People have moved. They don’t want to engage. This person was 
a BACC president almost 30 years. How many people live on Beechview Ave and 
how many know of this meeting? Legally they only have to contact 150 feet 
beyond intersection. And the state law -- a lot of people don’t know about that 
and we’re not at table at same time. As for handicap accessible stop, this started 
with Beechview asking for help and seeking a handicap accessible stop on level 
part of Broadway. We have a lot of high rises and people with mobility 
challenges, and we need another accessible stop between Potomac Ave and 
Fallowfield. Until then, this was a wasteland for people with wheelchairs, and 
whole point of DOMI is for pedestrian access quality. This was not the intention -
- we had $6 million then $8 million to redo Broadway many years ago. Things 
have changed since covid. I can’t imagine $1M on a plaza that no one will come 
to. I have a problem closing access to fire department – any minute saved is a 
life. They get there before police and so many lives saved. Anyone living beyond 
here is subject to danger and they don’t know this is happening. 

 

A lot of people don’t know how to back in. what will happen if fire truck coming 
through?  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Lots of people who don’t have email, Facebook, social media, and tell them to 
go to a website is not in realm of capability. Now everything online and yet need 
to post at senior centers and library and physical spaces. People stay away from 
technology but they have right to be aware. Communication plan needs to be 
better and not just rely on technology to notify people. Probably more people 
would be around here if post cards were sent. If can spend $1M, then you can 
spend it on post cards. Then if people don’t show up, then if they ignore it, then 
it’s their fault.  

 

I found out about this meeting because of a person at senior center who asked 
me. We used to get post cards, they’re cheap, can provide in quantities and 
discounts.  

 

This meeting is a victim of covid. Government had a shut down and these 
projects were on hold and now they’re coming back out. He’s taking my 
suggestion about phasing construction. Not sure if we’re settling anything 
tonight. But there is enthusiasm tonight about people living in Pittsburgh and 
enthusiasm in government in getting back to work and we need to bring this 
together. Back-in is natural, just set the wheel and back up, trouble is you got to 
worry about traffic coming up behind and that they don’t hit you. In past, we 
dealt with this to some degree by shutting off the islands around the trolleys, 
and we’ve cut down on traffic in what was used as a speedway cut-through. So 
things are getting better. I appreciate you guys.  

I appreciate that. We have a new 
communications person in DOMI so 
we can be more effective in getting 
things out earlier. As you said with 
BRAG, we’re also very short staffed.  

Do we have a commitment from you to pause?  
Who do we contact directly to pause this? 

I’ll have to talk to the hire-ups.  

[Neighborhood services from Mayor’s office] I’ve taken a lot of notes, and 
listened to your comments. We will collaborate and work together and bring 
back your concerns back to our office to see how we can best address this.   

 

 I will communicate that community 
opposed and will work with mayor’s 
office on it. 

It would be nice if decorum was different and people in the room were 
announced. Unless introduce staff, we don’t know they’re there. I think it’s 
wonderful that Mayor Gainey is sending people out. Because if this goes through 
he is suffering the repercussions.  

 

[Neighborhood services from Mayor’s office:] It’s not on DOMI that I wasn’t 
introduced. 

 

Beechview could care less about what city does and URA, because we’ve been 
lied to so many times. We’d like to be at table from beginning and have input in 
both directions. And then you go back downtown and we get labeled as hot-
heads. There is no media here.  
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Questions and Comments from Attendees Responses from Applicants 

Who do we contact directly? 
Is there a commitment to tell your supervisors that the community does not 
want this?  

Yes, I’ll do that, and put minutes up.  
 

[Question that appeared to be about engineering plans / difficult to hear]  

I understand there are people who want this and also people who don’t want it. 
Can we sit down to try to redesign it so we can get something decent? There are 
people who want to work on beautifying Beechview and make it look good.  

We’ll collaborate with Mayor’s office 
and elected officials.   
 
 

Is there a firm commitment to maintain this from DPW? 
 

I have been working with DPW and 
maintenance is the biggest concern, 
including in terms of trees and plants 
we’re selecting. 
 

Before you put this out to bid, can we have one more opportunity to get angry 
at you if you decide to ignore what was said today? 

I will reassess with my higher-ups 
how we want to proceed.  

As rep of business community, I’ve been here a long time, I can tell you clearly 
from business community we don’t want this project to go forward. This is a 
project from Peduto Administration. And Mr. Gainey knows some of the crazy 
stuff that Mr. Peduto did. So please communicate that the business community 
is against it.  

If we’re out of questions, we’ll call it. 
Thanks for coming and thanks for 
voicing your concerns.  

Is this meeting available for access to it?  Yes. We’ll put the link on the Engage 
page.  

Timeline to put on website?  Tomorrow or maybe early next 
week. Not sure how long it takes to 
get the video put up. Thank you all.  

Other Notes 

To the extent feasible, the meeting was conducted in English and Spanish through live in-person interpreters.   
A video recording is available on the Engage PGH page for the Broadway Avenue Public Realm project.  
 
Excerpts of Zoom Chat questions/comments from attendees in the Zoom room, some of which were referenced verbally 
in the meeting by a meeting attendee who was in the in-person meeting while monitoring the Zoom chat:  

- DCP staff shared web link: https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/bapr  
- The community hasn’t approved your design! We barely found out about this meeting and expected it to be 

about refining the design. Not you telling us when it’s going to be built! Big concern is firetruck negotiating turn 
off Beechview Ave onto Broadway.  

- What will new traffic pattern be from Crane Ave up into Broadway 
- What direction will fire truck now take to the neighborhood if part of that street is closed  
- There should be more parking spaces for the senior center; you now have to pay to park 
- We don’t care if City planning approved this; we didn’t 

https://engage.pittsburghpa.gov/bapr
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- [PAAC staff:] Has there been coordination with Port Authority to ensure that buses can make the turns?  
- Who is going to frequent the park the criminals that frequent the area and the members of the bars?  
- Who is going to maintain the park with the grass, shrubs. Currently area is filled with litter.  
- Why is the proposed parking back-in? 
- The previous work done (the closed slip lanes) was done very poorly. Yes it calmed traffic, but the artwork on 

the street is already peeling, the areas behind the bollards can’t be swept with the street sweeper.  
- I do not support the project as it stands and think the money could be spent elsewhere.  
- Nobody wants the wacky back-in parking.  
-  What has been the cost of 1st phases of the project? What is the cost of these additional proposed changes? 
- The route they are proposing is ridiculous. Anyone that has driven on Coast knows how bad it is in the Winter.  
- The public meetings were not final according to the community! The bulk of past meetings were about the slip 

lanes. The plaza design was left up in the air. With respect to the trash have someone walk the street with a 
trash cart and a broom.  

- The city does a bad job of taking care of infrastructure and they do a bad job of taking care of the snow.  
- [Comment from attendee also in the in-person meeting:] the phase 1 was $250k, phase 2 is apparently a 

million.  
- If none of the money is earmarked towards maintenance, then it’s a waste of money 
- Maybe he should drive the detour himself so he can see what the heck he is talking about. He is not familiar 

with this community.  
- Figure out how to do the work with less disruption.  
- Tell him to cut through the parking lot.  
- This guy has not a clue as to what he is talking about. He is not listening to the community.  
- Beechview Ave, although small, supports several businesses and the throughway to Beechview. Every business 

is important to the community. The planned construction will be crippling to the community.  
- Every time construction happens on Broadway, we lose businesses. The economy is already a mess.  
- Where are our public officials? 
- How are the concerns identified going to be addressed?  
- As stated before, the community still had design concerns when the last meeting was. None were addressed! 
- Nobody knew about this meeting till a few days ago, and obviously few found out. HOWEVER our opinion is 

going to ring true for those that didn’t attend.  
- I’d like to work with the designers on this. I have a design background. I work at St. Catherine’s (provided email 

address).  
- Is the powerpoint with timeline available?  
- I would like to know who to contact further about this project. The Mayor? Planning Commission? Who are the 

players?  
- Bravo to all of you! You did an awesome job standing up to these folks, and so happy to see our seniors 

participating in the decisions of our community again. Thank you, Phyllis!  
  

Planner completing report: Thomas Scharff 

 


