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TBD Wolfrum Way 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Krishna Ramachandran & Tara 
Joseph McHugh 
1234 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-135 

 
Applicant: 
Amanda Priano 
Cullen & Associates LLC 
4012 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  10/13/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of new 2-unit dwelling. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Dash mentions that he will need to leave at 3. 

2. Mr. John Cullen speaks as the architect for the project and also introduces Ms. 
Amanda Priano from the same firm. He explains the project and goes through the 
presentation. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

4. Mr. Dash states that he has talked about his concerns over garage doors before, 
even though this is an alley house. 

5. Ms. Loysen states that the example houses have more prominent trim than what is 
shown. 

6. The applicants address the trim. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that another issue is that there are two windows across the front 
façade rather than three. 

8. Ms. Priano states that this is a very narrow lot. 

9. Ms. Quinn states that the proportions on the rendering are very different than the 
example houses. 

10. Ms. Loysen agrees that the proportions look different and the proposed building 
looks a lot wider. 

11. Ms. Quinn comments that it also has a flat roof, which is also different than the 
examples. 

12. Ms. Aguirre agrees that it was had to determine the context from the application, 
and she would like to see more context photos as well as have the addresses of the 
neighboring properties. She states that other properties in the district have three 



stories on the main house but go down to two stories on the alleyway, and the 
alleyway houses generally have pitched roofs for a more appropriate scale. 

13. Ms. Loysen states that one approach could be to build something modern here that 
reflects the proportions of the neighboring structures, or they could build 
something more historically detailed. 

14. Mr. Falcone states that he will defer to the architects on the Commission for the 
new construction, but he states that alleyways are an exceptional part of historic 
districts because of their mix of garages and homes. He agrees with what has been 
said so far, and some small tweaks he would like to see are a garage door with no 
windows and a more prominent entryway. 

15. Ms. Aguirre states that she understands that the lot is small and they are trying to 
maximize everything, but she states that something may need to be scaled back. 

16. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 60 days. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Hill and Mr. 
Dash were not present and did not vote. 

 


