
Pittsburgh HRC – December 7, 2022 

 
1137 Sheffield Street 

                                                                     
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Andrew Properties, LLC 
PO Box 99974 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-R-217 

 

Applicant: 
LeTaj Tinker 
Tink+Design LLC     
7514 Ormond Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15218 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  10/4/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a rear second-floor deck and stairs. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. LeTaj Tinker of Tinker+Design speaks on behalf of the property owner. He 
explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see the project holistically and in context, 
and wonders if there is a larger rendering available. 

4. Ms. Loysen asks if the windows are being changed, as the muntin pattern in the 
drawings looks different. She also asks if they can choose a door that matches the 
existing muntin pattern. 

5. Mr. Tinker states that they are keeping the windows, except for the one that is 
being replaced by the door. He states that they chose the door to match the other 
doors on existing decks but can change it if needed. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that he agrees with Ms. Loysen, and asks if there was previously 
a porch on the rear of the property that had been removed. 

7. Mr. Tinker states that there was a porch and he doesn’t know when it may have 
been removed. He states that they will patch and paint the area. 

8. Ms. Loysen asks about the railing. 

9. Mr. Tinker states that it will be a square wooden railing. 

10. Mr. Falcone states that he reviewed images of the property from google streetview, 
and noticed that as recently as 2019 there was a back porch with substantial 
Victorian elements that was very visible from Fontella Street. He shares the images 
with the Commission.  

11. Ms. Spooner and Mr. Green confirm that there were no historic, Zoning, or PLI 
records or approvals for demolition. 



12. Mr. Falcone states that he is very concerned that the demolition was never 
approved and is not comfortable with moving forward with a replacement porch 
until the situation is addressed. 

13. Mr. Tinker states that the owner confirmed that the porch fell down and was not 
intentionally demolished. He shares a photo of other decks on the same block that 
they are looking to match. 

14. Ms. Aguirre agrees with Mr. Falcone’s concerns. She also states that this is a corner 
property, which the other two are not. 

15. Mr. Green states that it seems they will be tabling the application today, but asks if 
there is any information they can share with the applicant in order to move 
forward. 

16. Ms. Quinn suggests that the guidelines would be a good place to start, and then 
staff can work with the applicant on next steps. 

17. Ms. Aguirre reads from the applicable section of the guidelines. 

18. Mr. Falcone states that an understanding of what happened with the demolition on 
this property as well as what was approved on the other properties is needed. He 
states that a rendering of the proposed deck would also be helpful, and that the 
other Commissioners’ comments about the windows, door, and railing should be 
addressed as well. 

19. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to table the application so the applicant can gather 
more information and work with staff on next steps. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 60 days. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Ms. Aguirre 
mentions that Mr. Hill had to drop off briefly, and he did not vote. 

 


