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City of Pittsburgh 

Planning Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

 
February 21, 2023 at 2:17 PM, Meeting called to order by Acting Chair Burton-Faulk 

  
In Attendance  
Acting Chair LaShawn Burton-Faulk    Rachel O’Neill 
Secretary, Holly Dick      Becky Mingo 
Dina Blackwell 
          
Not Present 
Chairwoman Christine Mondor      Fred Brown     
Sabina Deitrick        Jennifer Askey 
        
Staff Present  
Corey Layman, Zoning Administrator    Kevin Kunak 
Andrew Dash       Katherine Reed 
Kate Rakus, Principal Planner     Daniel Scheppke 
Will Gregory       Joe Fraker 
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A. Approval of Minutes  
Minutes for Jan 24, 2023. 

MOTION:  
The Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approve  

MOVED BY: Ms Dick 
SECONDED BY: Ms O’Neill 
IN FAVOR: Ms Blackwell, Ms Burton-Faulk, Ms Dick, Ms O’Neill  
ABSTAINED: Ms Mingo 
CARRIED. 
 

Minutes for Feb 7, 2023. 
MOTION:  
The Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approve  

MOVED BY: Ms O’Neill 
SECONDED BY: Ms Dick 
IN FAVOR: Ms Blackwell, Ms Burton-Faulk, Ms Dick, Ms Mingo, Ms O’Neill  
CARRIED. 
 

B. Correspondence (See Attachment B)   
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515 Technology Drive  

• Mark Frank  
  
DCP-ZDR-2020-03210 – 6112 Penn Avenue  

• Sean McKillop  

• Skip Schwab, Deputy Director, ELDI   

. 
C. Hearing & Action 

1. DCP-ZDR-2022-11908 – 626 Washington Place High wall signs for FNB tower Central 
Business District (Downtown) Neighborhood 

Ms O’Neill recused from this hearing and action item. 
Mr Gregory introduced the installation of 4 high wall signs for the FNB Tower located in a SP-
11 district.  Each side will have one sign 450 ft above grade.  There was no request for a 
Zoning Board of Adjustment hearing. There was a design review by staff, and there was also 
a DAM meeting held 01/17/2023 with 3 RCOs, the Hill District Collaborative, the Hill CDC, 
and the Hill District Consensus Group.  The recommendation by staff is that PC approve the 
signage with the standard condition that the final construction plans, including site plans and 
elevations shall be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to the final 
Record of Zoning Approval (ROZA). 
Mr Kolano presented the signs that were before the Planning Commission in a previous 
meeting.  The signs presented today are more refined.  There is just under 50,000 sq ft of 
total façade allowing a 996 sq ft sign.  All 4 signs on each façade will be that same size.  The 
letters of the signs are approximately 13 ft tall and have the FNB letters and signature logo.  
Views of all 4 sides were presented, showing the sign as navy by day and white by night.  
The signs have a perforated flexible material allowing the sign letters to change color, and the 
applicant requested that the sign change color for holidays along with other signs in the city 
skyline.  The signs will be in compliance with the City’s luminance levels for signs. 
Acting Chair Burton-Faulk asked for public testimony. 
Mr Fraker stated there were no hands raised. 
Acting Chair Burton-Faulk  asked commissioners for questions, comments, or a motion. 
  

MOTION:  

The Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approve the high wall signage 
based on the application filed with the condition the final construction plans, 

including site plans and elevations, be reviewed and approved by the Zoning 
Administrator prior to issuing the final Record of Zoning Approval.  

 
MOVED BY: Ms Dick 
SECONDED BY: Ms Mingo  
IN FAVOR: Ms Blackwell, Ms Burton-Faulk, Ms Dick, Ms Mingo  
RECUSED: Ms O’Neill  
CARRIED. 
      

2. DCP-ZDR-2020-03210 – 6112 Penn Avenue Demolition and new construction of bank 
East Liberty Neighborhood 
Mr Kunak read in the project.  It is for demolition of the existing 2-story bank building and new 
construction of a 2,660 sq ft 1-story bank with 8 accessory surface parking spaces.  There 

was no request for a ZBA hearing.  There was a design review by staff and a CDAP 

meeting held September 8, 2020.  The building design was updated after a previous City 
Planning meeting October 12, 2021, to address commission comments.  It was heard at a 
second City Planning meeting October 4, 2022.  Both Planning Commission cases were 
denied without prejudice.  A second staff design review and DCAP meeting was held June 7, 
2022.  The reviews concerning storm water management and DOMI infrastructure are 
ongoing.  A Development Activities Meeting was not required as there was no Registered 
community Organization at the time of review.  There was a previous historic nomination, 
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DCP-HN-2021-00163 that was not approved by City Council.  Thus, this location does not 
have a local historic designation.  The recommended motion is to approve this Project 
Development Plan with the condition that final construction documents, including landscape 
and site design, shall be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to issuing 
the Record of Zoning Approval (ROZA). 
Mr Knipper stated Citizens Bank entered into a new lease for a bank at 6112 Penn Avenue in 
March, 2020, with the plan to demolish the existing building and construct a new bank 
building.  The team has made numerous design changes requested by the Planning 
Commission, including making the design more urban by changing the materials, modernizing 
the design, increasing the building height, adjusting the landscaping by using local and 
sustainable planting, and adding benches in a small Park area for the community.  Mr Knipper 
noted in February, 2022, this Commission approved a similar sized branch office for another 
bank on the property next door.  The team worked with various stakeholders to arrive at a 
design that addresses the concerns the Planning Commission expressed and comments from 
the community while still complying with their contemporary banking requirements.  The 
current design meets the project development plan criteria set up in the Pittsburgh Zoning 
Code. 
Mr Bisbano and Mr Levine offered a slide presentation.  The location of the bank branch is at 
Center Avenue and Penn Avenue forming a triangle in East Liberty.  The presentation 
described the development of the building using input from various sectors, CDAP, and the 
Planning Department.  The exterior was changed to be more in keeping with properties along 
Center Avenue, adding some brick indentations to mimic columns, windows, and brick 
detailing at the cornice to create an authentic cap detail.  The team explained how they 
satisfied each criteria item A through H and K.  They also noted how the new configuration 
opens up the small park to the public, making the area more walkable. 
Acting Chair Burton-Faulk asked for Public Testimony. 
Sean Carter, Spec Asst to Cn Rev Ricky Burgess, testified that Cn Burgess supports the 
revised plan and hoped for favorable consideration by the Commission.  
Bill Klieber stated the property has been vandalized and is in disrepair with graffiti, water 
intrusion into building, wall coverings and piles of ceiling material on the floor.  He stated the 
building may be a health hazard.  The new building will be much better and asked to at least 
allow the demolition as they did for the adjacent bank building.  He stated the new branch 
bank will get the area looking its best again. 
Mr Fraker saw no other hands raised. 
Acting Chair Burton-Faulk called on commissioners for questions or comments. 
Ms O’Neill asked if the park was owned by Citizens, and if not, was it jointly owned by 
someone.  Was there an agreement who maintains property, or is it in the Right of Way?   
Mr Kunak stated it is in the Right of Way.  
Ms Reed stated that the City is most responsible for taking care of park. 
Ms O’Neill asked if there had been any discussion between the responsible city department 
and applicant regarding maintenance of the park. 
The answer was there was no discussion. 
Ms O’Neill encouraged discussion on how it would operate with the City of Pittsburgh. 
Ms Reed offered to be contacted about that. 
Mr Bisbano stated he had a conversation with the tree warden on how to protect the trees 
included in their plan. 
Ms O’Neill asked if there is a true 2nd story to the building. 
Mr Bisbano state there is a false 2nd story with transparent windows with the illusion from a 
backer about a foot behind them.  It won’t feel like black film in a glass window. 
Acting Chair Burton-Faulk appreciated the nod to the former building and park, stating the 
format of the presentation was helpful to show the arrangement and walk-thru.  She then 
called for a motion. 
 

MOTION:  
The Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approve the PDP for demolition of the 
existing structure and new construction of a bank with accessory surface parking, with 
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the condition the final construction documents, including landscape and site plans, shall 
be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to issuing the final Record of 

Zoning Approval (ROZA).  
 
MOVED BY: Ms O’Neill 
SECONDED BY: Ms Dick  
IN FAVOR: Ms Blackwell, Ms Burton-Faulk, Ms Dick, Ms Mingo, Ms O’Neill 
CARRIED 

 
D. Plan of Lots  

1. DCP-LOT-2022-11999, Hays Land, Major Consolidation 1, Hays  

Mr Scheppke presented the plan of lots with the recommended motion to preliminarily 
approve the consolidation and schedule the final review March 7, 2023. 
Acting Chair Burton-Faulk asked for public testimony.  Hearing none she asked for a motion. 
 
    MOTION:  
The Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh preliminarily approve the consolidation 
and schedule the final review March 7, 2023. 
 

MOVED BY: Ms Dick 
SECONDED BY: Ms O’Neill  
IN FAVOR: Ms Blackwell, Ms Burton-Faulk, Ms Dick, Ms Mingo, O’Neill 
CARRIED. 

 
E. Director’s Report  

Mr Dash stated there was none for this meeting. 
 

F. Adjournment  
Motion to adjourn.  The meeting adjourned at 3:27 PM 
  
Approved by: Secretary  

  
Disclaimer  
The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the Minutes of the Meetings approved by 
the Commission’s Secretary, Becky Mingo. The Minutes are the ONLY official record. Any other notes, 
recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission cannot 
verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, recordings, etc. that are not part of the official minutes. 


