
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

January 19th, 2023 

Minutes 

 

Members in Attendance 

x Kristen Spirl (Chair) x Lisa Ceoffe  Jayme Hollway x Roy Blankenship 

x Matthew Erb x Rebecca Kiernan x Brian Wolyniak  James Stitt 

 Mary H. Savage x Jim Barry x Andrea Ketzel  Raqueeb Bey 

x Nazin Bagherynejad   x Guest: Gisele Betances x Guest: Mike Kelley 

x Guest: Zachary Spodek x Angela Martinez x Zinna Scott  Guest:  

 

Kristen opened the meeting with a roll call and formal introductions.  

 Kristen S. noted the commission needed to review past November minutes. 

Matt. motioned to approve November minutes. Andrea K. second the motion. Nobody said neigh and nobody 
abstained. Motion passed. 

Universally approved September and October minutes. Nobody said neigh and nobody abstained. Motion 
Passed. 

 

Reports in Community Partners: 

Lisa Ceoffe gave an update regarding Forestry Operations. Street Tree Equity Plan received a $500,000 grant 
from PADCNR that target top 10 neighborhoods in need, with an estimated launch period of fall 2023. Forestry 
is also looking to partner with DOMI to see where new sidewalks will be implemented, and find ways to plant 
new trees on those built. They are also working to fill in Pruner positions. Forestry only has 8 pruners now, and 
one driver. They have also been without a clerk since May 2022, and they are in the process of getting this 
position advertised before May 2023. There was also discussion on making Mary Savage an honorary member 
of the commission, however this decision would have to go through the mayor’s office.  

Anglea Martinez discussed an initiative with city agencies (DPW, DOMI) for a quick build for a “critical 
sidewalk gap” program. This would involve DPW installing new sidewalks for in the Homewood community as 
they did for 2nd avenue in the Hazelwood community under the CMAC program. 

Mike Kelly mentions tree pits were installed on 2nd avenue in Hazelwood. They could not put tree pits in 
Homewood due to a gas line. 

Roy asks about the funding regarding these projects. Angela says everything will be and has been covered via 

the grants, and not taxpayer dollars. 

Lisa C. mentions that the $500,000 grant can go towards the upcoming projects mentioned in the meeting thus 
far that involve the top 10 neighborhoods in need. 

Zina mentions that Operation Better Block discussed a plan regarding where these trees in Homewood would be 
planted. There is an existing plan where the locations for the trees have already been identified.  
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Andrea asks if this is exclusive to right of ways. Lisa C. says the grant is simply geared towards areas that are 
simply in need.  

Mike Kelly mentions an ongoing soil specification for currently developing tree pits.  

 

Canopy Impacts: 

Mike K. mentions 60 canopy impacts, with the biggest being the Fern Hollow Bridge Area. There will be an 8 ft 
deer fence. They are also piloting a goal for more edible species in the area. There are currently 300 shrubs in 
the area that the deer will eat without a fence restricting access to the area.  

Lisa C. is looking to talk with designers about the Mt Washington Hillside. 

Kristen mentions that May 5th is Mary Savage’s last day with the Shade Tree Commision, so they hope to have 
an honorary membership and proclamation finalized by then. 

Rebecca mentions that the Department of Planning received a $1,000,000 grant from Google and ICLEI, with 
$300,000 of it going toward planting. 

Mike K. mentions using these funds for equitable neighborhoods that need sidewalks and trees at the same time.  

Old Business: 

Kristen requested to review member bylaws, specifically attendance (member roles and responsibilities). She 

wanted to emphasize that they incorporated a subcommittee via zoom to offer more flexibility to members. She 

also makes note that if you are not going to show up to the meetings, you should not be a member of the 

committee. She reached out to members whose terms are nearly up to see if they are invested in being a 

continued member of the committee. She stresses that those that do not show up affect the level of participation 

with those that do. She mentions that people are still welcome at meetings, but that their seat has to be given up.  

Lisa C. mentions that she knows 3 people that applied to have a seat on the commission, but not have heard 

back. 

Zinna makes a comment that you either show up and contribute or deal with the minutes and what was 

discussed in the meeting. 

Rebecca asks about vacation conflict with scheduled meeting dates, and Kristen says that is perfectly fine with 
notice. 

Kristen makes note that the 8 out of 10 meetings are required for a chair position each year, which includes 2 
subcommittees meeting. It is also mentioned in the governing bylaws that commission chair members must 
attend 75% of the meetings (including the subcommittee meetings). 

 

Subcommittees: 

Kristen requests volunteers for various subcommittees (Urban Agriculture, Tree Equity, Remarkable Trees). 

Subcommittee Meetings are now on Zoom, unless otherwise stated, and during February, June, and August.  

Kristen says that the subcommittee chair responsible for setting up these meetings. She asks for chair heads for 
Urban Agriculture subcommittee. Kristen says she can remove herself from Remarkable Tree, to join the Urban 
Agriculture subcommittee.  

 



 

New Business: 

Kristen brings up 2023 Priorities.. Angela motions to approve, Lisa C. seconds. Nobody said neigh and nobody 
abstained. Motion passes.  

Roy discusses apparel with the Shade Tree Name, to help raise awareness of the group to the public. Kristen 
tables discussion of this to March’s meeting. 

Andrea brought up “Mulch Madness”. 

Lisa mentions the Mellon Park tree climbing and Arbor Day event, and that they are looking to combine both 
into one this year. She also requests to have the Shade Tree Commision represented at this event.  

Kristen tables Shade Tree Trust Fund discussion to next meeting.  

Andrea motions to end the meeting. Unanimous second. Nobody said neigh and nobody abstained. Motion 
Passed. 

 

 

 

 


