
Spring Hill Elementary School Notification/Consent of Property Owners 

• July 26, 2016: Met with Principal McClay of Spring Hill Elementary to discuss
landmarking

• July 27, 2016: Principal McClay introduced the project to Dr. Regina Holley, President of
the Pittsburgh Public School Board.  President Holley indicates preliminary support for
the project (included)

• February 21, 2017: Met with Principal McClay of Spring Hill Elementary to review
landmarking research and to discuss next steps

• January 22, 2018: Presented attached speech to the Pittsburgh Public School Board
(included)

• March, 13, 2018: Received receipt from PPSB (included)
• May 9, 2018: Email notification of submission date to Dr. Holley (included)



Matthew Falcone <mfalcone@preservationpgh.org>

Introduction

Holley, Regina B <rholley1@pghboe.net> Wed, Jul 27, 2016 at 2:36 PM
To: "McClay, Erin L" <emcclay1@pghboe.net>
Cc: Matthew Falcone <mfalcone@preservationpgh.org>

Hi,
Great, please let your assistant sup know about this opportunity.  We can work together to get this completed.
Thanks,
Regina

Sent from my iPad

On Jul 27, 2016, at 10:53 AM, McClay, Erin L <emcclay1@pghboe.net> wrote:

Good Morning Dr. Holley,

I hope this email finds you well.  While I know that you are extremely busy during this transitional time, I wanted to
take a moment to introduce and connect you to Matthew Falcone.  I had the pleasure of meeting with Matthew
yesterday.  Matthew volunteers with Preservation Pittsburgh.  Preservation Pittsburgh and the community of Spring
Hill are interested in researching the history of the Spring Hill school building.  The research could potentially lead to
a Historic Landmark designation for the building.  I am fully prepared to support Preservation Pittsburgh in this
endeavor.  However, I recognize that this is an endeavor that would require the board's approval.  Based on that, I
wanted you to have an opportunity to connect with Matthew to consider this opportunity for Pittsburgh Spring Hill.  

Thank you!  

Erin McClay, Principal
Spring Hill Elementary
1351 Damas St., Pittsburgh, PA 15212
Phone-412-529-3004, Fax-412-323-3008
emcclay1@pghboe.net
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PPS Speech – Spring Hill Elementary – Jan. 22nd, 2018 

My name is Matthew Falcone and I am the president of Preservation Pittsburgh, a non-profit 
organization devoted to helping communities celebrate and protect their unique cultural 
heritage.  I am before you tonight to talk about the gem that is Spring Hill Elementary school 
and its prospective designation as a City of Pittsburgh historic landmark. 
 
Spring Hill Elementary first came to our attention nearly two years ago while working to 
landmark the spring at the bottom of Damas Street.  The school’s place atop a hill and its high 
architectural style easily caught our eye, just as it was designed to do. 

Our neighborhood partners, the Spring Hill Civic League, were interested in learning more 
about the school’s history and the reason for the rather unusual design of the addition.  So we 
set off to help.  As it turns out, the original school building was constructed in 1896, and an 
addition added in 1908.  In 1936 as part of a WPA project, the top floor of the original building 
was removed and the first floor completely remodeled.  The school we have today is an 
amalgam of those periods, styles, and changes making it truly exceptional.  The packet in front 
of you tonight is the culmination of that research. 

With the spring designated a historic landmark, the community raised the prospect of 
recognizing the school in a similar way and we set out to work towards that goal.  In the early 
spring, we would like to submit Spring Hill Elementary’s nomination to the City’s Historic 
Review Commission so that it may be considered for historic landmark status.  Over the past 
several years we’ve talked about a prospective nomination of the school to Spring Hill 
Elementary’s Principal McClay, Dr. Holley, Councilwoman Harris, and the neighbors of Spring 
Hill.  All have been supportive, and tremendously so.  We hope you will be too. 
 

Thank you for all you do to protect, maintain, and use so many of Pittsburgh’s cultural assets.  
Without question, the Pittsburgh Public School system maintains more historic landmarks 
within the City than any other entity.  As historic preservationists, we’re in your debt.   

Thank you too for listening this evening and for your consideration. 





Matthew Falcone <mfalcone@preservationpgh.org>

Spring Hill Elementary - Historic Landmarking Update

Matthew Falcone <mfalcone@preservationpgh.org> Wed, May 9, 2018 at 12:07 PM
To: "Holley, Regina B" <rholley1@pghboe.net>

Dear Dr. Holley,

I have good news to share!  Tomorrow we'll submit the landmark nomination to the City for Spring Hill Elementary.

The landmarking process takes several months but the first step is a briefing before the Historic Review Commission,
which will take place on Wednesday, June 6th around 3pm.  There will then be a public hearing on July 11th.

We're incredibly excited to move forward with this project and again appreciate your support!  We've also been in
touch with Principal McClay to she's aware as well.

If there is anything we can do for you or the school, please let us know and we'll keep you updated as the process
moves forward.

Sincerely,
Matthew
__________________
Matthew W.C. Falcone
President

1501 Reedsdale St.,Suite 5003
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15233
412.417.5910
www.preservationpgh.org
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