Declarations of Cooperation
Introduction:
In an effort to curb the decline and deterioration of the Uptown neighborhood, the
City of Pittsburgh, along with a diverse group of stakeholders throughout the corridor,
has launched a collaborative effort to revitalize Uptown while applying the EcoDistricts
Approach to district‐scale development. Additionally, this project will focus on
innovation and entrepreneurship, catering to the goal of creating an EcoInnovation
District within the corridor. EcoDistricts are considered a new model of public and
private partnership emphasizing innovation through sustainability, economic viability,
and ecological sensitivity. Through the cooperation of the various stakeholders defined
below, Uptown will transform from its deteriorated state into a state of the art model
for neighborhood development, leading the way for future neighborhoods in
Pittsburgh and the world.
Brief Description of the EcoInnovation District:
The Uptown EcoInnovation District is a community committed to advancing
sustainability by targeting eight performance areas: community identity, health and
well‐being, habitat and ecosystem, access and mobility, appropriate development,
energy, water, and materials management. Uptown is a place where people come
together to set goals, define projects, engage in collaborative efforts, and raise the bar
for sustainable practices that are mutually beneficial to residents, businesses and
visitors.
Background:
The Uptown neighborhood of Pittsburgh presents unique conditions that serve to
simultaneously inspire and frustrate those who see its true potential. While strategically
located between the economically vibrant Downtown and Oakland areas (and across the river
from the thriving South Side), the neighborhood has seen levels of disinvestment and
deterioration that are not befitting such a well‐connected neighborhood.
Commitments:
The commitments represented below form a public statement of intent to participate
in the project, to strive to identify opportunities and solutions whenever possible, to
contribute assistance and support within resource limits, and to collaborate with
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other team members in promoting the success of the project. All team members
acknowledge that the best solutions depend upon cooperation by all entities at the
table. Accordingly, they recognize that each party has a unique perspective and
contribution to make, and legitimate interests that need to be taken into account for
the project’s success. They also recognize that continued collaboration is necessary to
achieve that success and have therefore agreed to create and maintain a self‐
governing collaborative structure that will ensure the project’s completion and
fulfillment of ongoing support needs.
This Declaration of Cooperation, while not a binding legal contract, is evidence to and
a statement of the good faith and commitment of the undersigned parties. The
undersigned parties to this Declaration of Cooperation have, through a collaborative
process, agreed and pledged their cooperation to the findings and actions listed
under their names:
StartUptown:
StartUptown’s mission is to connect people, programs and place to create an equitable
community of residents, workers and entrepreneurs. Our vision is for the EcoInnovation District
to become a vibrant neighborhood providing economic opportunity for all.
StartUptown actively participated with the community to define the vision for the Uptown
EcoInnovation District plan. We enthusiastically support the Uptown EcoInnovation District
plan and are eager to participate in the implementation of the plan. We want to be the voice
for equitable economic development in the district.
Much of StartUptown’s current activities are envisioned in the plan. For example, we currently
provide flexible workspace for startups and freelancers. We aggressively recruit new businesses
to locate/relocate in the corridor. We have hosted Urban Innovation 21 activities designed to
connect disadvantage youth to the innovation economy. StartUptown has and will continue to
seek to collaborate with a wide range of partners in the district including: Uptown Partners,
Duquesne University, Remake Learning, University of Pittsburgh, Urban Innovation 21, and
McAuley Ministries. The range of projects and programs that StartUptown coordinates and
supports will evolve over time.
StartUptown is explicitly committing to adopt the following 4 action items from the Uptown
EcoInnovation District plan:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Connect startups with flexible workspaces to meet their needs
Invite disadvantaged youth to participate in the innovation economy
Create an annual West Oakland/Uptown job fair with local businesses
Attract new retail and commercial tenants

All of us at StartUptown are eager to get to work on implementing the plan with all the
community partners.
2

C. Tad Hale
Executive Director
Uptown Partners of Pittsburgh:
Uptown Partners is a community‐based organization of residents, institutions and business
owners‐‐ working together to build a vibrant, resilient and just Uptown neighborhood.
We achieve our goals through an action plan that ensures a clean, safe, green environment
while pursuing equitable neighborhood development; rebuilding a mixed‐income population by
reclaiming vacant, blighted properties and encouraging new residential housing opportunities,
supporting existing residents through advocacy and resource linkages; attracting new
neighborhood retail and innovative entrepreneurship opportunities, while supporting existing
business owners; fostering green, quality design in all development projects; and creating a
healthy environment where the arts flourish and are integrated into the urban landscape. A key
role throughout, is a commitment to the neighborhood to provide robust outreach and
inclusive engagement in all matters affecting the community. All stated goals are embraced in
the EcoInnovation District plan, determined by a robust and transparent community‐driven
process.
Specific Listing of EcoInnovation District action items to support the EcoInnovation District
•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Oversee and manage the Uptown EcoInnovation District (EID), setting baseline metrics
where appropriate and partnering with stakeholders to identify and achieve target
goals,
Work with the City and URA to coordinate acquisition of key tax‐delinquent properties
that advance EID goals, and ensure a healthy balance of affordable housing,
Create a Housing Advocate position to bolster residential security for vulnerable
Uptown homeowners and renters as the market evolves,
Expand institutional partnerships to advance EID performance areas of health, mobility,
business development, and infrastructure improvements that serve all,
Partner with our adjacent neighbors, especially West Oakland and the Hill District to
strengthen shared geography for quality of life enhancements, economic development
opportunities, storm water management and transit,
Support innovation partners such as StartUptown and Made Right Here to achieve their
goals of providing opportunities to attract innovative businesses into Uptown
workspaces, and provide outreach to our underserved population to bolster financial
security through job training and entrepreneurship,
Collaborate with environmental organizations to advance critical green initiatives.

Jeanne McNutt
Executive Director
The remainder of the declarations are in the form of letters from each partner organization.
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