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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
    
Pittsburgh (PA) – On March 15, 2019, an unspeakable act of terror occurred during Friday Prayer at 
the Al Noor Mosque and the Linwood Islamic Centre in Christchurch, New Zealand, killing at least 50 
people. Just a few short months ago, our own communities experienced an act of terror at the Tree of 
Life synagogue, and the world mourned with us and rallied around us. Today, members of the 
Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations (PghCHR) unequivocally state that we will not condone 
acts of hate, here or anywhere, and we stand with the global Muslim community.  
 
Though this act occurred across the globe, we are all impacted and feel deep sorrow for those that lost 
their lives, their friends, and their family members. It is imperative that everyone take responsibility for 
those around them and stand up for what is right, just, and equitable. As community members and a 
Commission, we will continue to fight against hatred and fear of the unknown, and instead embrace 
one another by learning about our neighbors of different faiths, creeds, and races.  
 
Please join us and other community members at Rehumanize: A Vigil for Muslims in New Zealand, 
organized by Commissioner Wasi Mohamed, on Sunday, March 24, 2019, from 5:30-8:00pm at 
Soldiers & Sailors Memorial Hall. This event is an opportunity to show solidarity with the Muslim 
community and support for those affected by this senseless act of violence.   
 
The Commission on Human Relations (PghCHR) investigates instances of discrimination in the City 
of Pittsburgh and seeks resolutions for anyone who has experienced harm because of discrimination. 
We are more than just an agency that enforces laws. We proactively work with communities, and 
public and private organizations, to educate people about equal rights and opportunities. If you, or 
anyone you know, has experienced differential treatment based on your status in a protected class, 
contact the Commission at 412-255-2600.  
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