
Contact Us! 

Bureau of Environmental Services for ide-

as and resources for a greener event! 

3001 Railroad Street  

Pittsburgh, PA  15201 

(412 255-2631 

Visit us on the web at 

2. Green Purchasing  
 
There are many green alternatives, such as eliminating single-

use disposables, composting compostable food service ware, re-

cycled-content products, and reusable alternatives. Believe it or 

not, by reducing waste and practicing waste avoidance could 

save a business or institution money.  

Below are some zero waste ideas: 

 Provide restaurant goers with water filling stations and avoid  

purchasing bottled water.  

 Work with CSA’s and other local food sources to reduce your 

carbon footprint.  

 Work with other nearby businesses to purchase green alter-

natives in bulk and create a Zero Waste policy for product 

purchasing. 

 Hire a consultant that can work with your business or  

institution to divert materials into appropriate waste streams 

and bin-right sizing.  

 Check with your vendor to use reusable pallets and Gaylord 

containers when shipping contents to your facility.  

 Donate any leftover edible food to a local food bank.  

 Create a take back program for pallets and other usable 

items.  

 

Sustainable Business Resources! 
 

 Zero Waste Audit Services 

 TRUE Zero Waste  

 Sustainable Restaurant Program 

 Zero Waste Wrangler  

 Pittsburgh Environmental Services  

 Commercial Hauler Services   

 Event Composting Services   

AgRecycle 412-767-7645 

 Compostable Service Ware  

 Oil Collection  

 Plastic Film Recycling  

 Food Donation  

 

It is recommended to audit 

your business waste to track 

improvements and see if there 

are cost savings! 

ZERO WASTE BUSINESS GUIDE 

Tips for a Zero Waste Pittsburgh! 

 Waste less food by tracking what goes in 

and out of your facility 

 Donate any edible food and provide food 

scrap composting at your establishment.  

 Reduce the number of single-use dispos-

ables such as plastic bags, coffee cups, 

straws, Styrofoam,™ and other items that 

can harm the environment.  

 Encourage your patrons to bring their own 

coffee cup, cutlery, and other items if 

you’re a food truck or café to reduce 

waste.   

Commercial and Institutional Establishments are required to recycle  

under City code §619.02(a), and establish a program that accepts  

cardboard, mixed paper, plastic bottles, plastic jugs, aluminum and steel 

cans for recycling.  

The City of Pittsburgh is working to increase our diversion and strive for Zero Waste by 2030. In 

an effort to accomplish this goal, it will take City-wide participation from all sectors to eliminate 

products that are ‘’destined for landfill.’’ The production and disposal of materials result in broad 

environmental and social impacts associated with obtaining raw materials, manufacturing and 

emissions from landfills.  

 

Commercial and institutional establishments have the opportunity to be the leaders in waste re-

duction and avoidance. The majority of waste that is produced in the City of Pittsburgh comes 

from this sector. All businesses and institutions must recycle, and it is encouraged they find out 

other viable ways to eliminate waste going in and out of their facilities. Below are a list of re-

sources to help this sector on their zero waste journey.  

1. Start with an Audit  
 
Auditing your waste will help your business understand what is being thrown away. When materi-

als are thrown away, that will have a direct  impact on your business bottom line. The key is to 

take a critical look at what materials are going into your business and items that are being thrown 

away. Many times a 

business discovers they have too many trash pickups, dumpster size is incorrect or recyclables 

City of Pittsburgh  Mayor William Peduto   

http://prc.org/programs/zwpa/audits-analysis/
https://true.gbci.org/
http://sustainablepghrestaurants.org/site/
http://zerowastewrangler.com/about
http://pittsburghpa.gov/dpw/environmental-services/commercial-recycling.html
http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/dpw/2015-02-2-WEB_SITE_HAULERS_-_Hauler_Listings.pdf
https://www.bpiworld.org/
http://fossilfreefuel.com/
https://www.plasticfilmrecycling.org/recycling-bags-and-wraps/find-drop-off-location/
https://www.municode.com/library/pa/pittsburgh/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CD_ORD_TITSIXCO_ARTIRERIAC_CH619RECORE_S619.01DE
http://apps.pittsburghpa.gov/redtail/images/543_Pittsburgh-Road-Map-to-Zero-Waste-Final.pdf

