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WHAT & WHY

The 2070 Mobility 
Vision Plan is an 
opportunity for bold 
and proactive thinking 
about the future of 
Pittsburgh to identify 
the connections and 
policies we need to 
ensure that, in a 
growing city, all 
residents will have 
the physical mobility 
they need to reach 
the economic 
mobility they seek.



PITTSBURGH MOBILITY PRINCIPLES

1. No one dies or is seriously injured traveling on city streets 
(streets and intersections are intuitive to use, even by an adolescent child).

2. Every resident can access fresh fruits and vegetables within 20 
minutes travel of home (without requiring a private vehicle).

3. All trips less than 1 mile are easy and enjoyable to achieve by 
non-vehicle travel.

4. No household must spend more than 45% of income on 
housing + transportation + energy (for any income quintile).

5. Our streets reflect the values and pride of our city.
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WHAT ARE WE PLANNING FOR?



Looking Back to Lean Forward



Looking Back to Lean Forward



Considering What Once Was…or Could Have Been



Building on past plans; current thinking



Family of Plans

SPC SmartMoves
RTA Imagine Transportation 2.0

PAAC Long-Range Vision
Allegheny County Plan

PGH Mobility 2070 Downtown Plan
Neighborhood Plans

Site Plans
Street Designs



2070 Framework
Planning for Multiple Scales

Connect the 
World

Connect the 
Region

Connect the 
Centers

Connect within 
Districts

Manage the Street
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What Has Occurred So Far?

• May 2019
• Vision Plan Initiative launched
• Brainstorming work sessions 

• Summer 2019
• Informal public engagement (attendance at ~30 local 

community events in neighborhoods across the city) 
• Online Wikimap collection of input (over 900 comments from 

~300 unique participants)
• Collection and review of historic systems, assets, and plans; 

past concepts and ideas; and current data, studies, and 
resources

• Fall 2019
• Synthesis of inputs and ideas
• Draft plan themes and considerations for review
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What is next?

• Winter 2019/2020
• Continue outreach for engagement and participation
• Public survey, web input, and in-person meetings on themes 

and opportunities
• Neighborhood leadership briefing with Mayor Peduto 

(today)
• Draft Conceptual Vision – February 2020

• Spring 2020
• Outreach on Draft Vision – review, input, and refinement
• Develop performance measures and metrics
• Prioritization of projects and policies for development
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Vision Plan Themes
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2070 Vision Plan

Emerging 
Themes

1. Connecting to the 
world

2. Connecting the 
region

3. Connecting the dots 
(major centers)

4. Connecting across 
districts

5. Managing streets

6. Managing change



PITTSBURGH MOBILITY PRINCIPLES

1. No one dies or is seriously injured traveling on city streets 
(streets and intersections are intuitive to use, even by an adolescent child).

2. Every resident can access fresh fruits and vegetables within 20 
minutes travel of home (without requiring a private vehicle).

3. All trips less than 1 mile are easy and enjoyable to achieve by 
non-vehicle travel.

4. No household must spend more than 45% of income on 
housing + transportation + energy (for any income quintile).

5. Our streets reflect the values and pride of our city.
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Pittsburgh

Columbus
Philadelphia

Washington, DC

Pittsburgh‘s future growth 
and prosperity relies on 
connections to other markets 
for both people and goods.

How and where will these 
connections arrive in 
Pittsburgh?

Theme

Connecting 
the World

Toronto
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Theme

Connecting 
the World

Many technologies have 
been proposed.

• Which approaches are 
right for Pittsburgh?

• Are stations within the 
city or outside?

• If in the city, where do 
we reserve space and 
corridors? How do we 
connect and service?

Hyperloop (courtesy Hardt Hyperloop)

Hyperloop (courtesy Vichyper) High-Speed Rail (courtesy japanstation.com)

Vertical take-off aircraft (courtesy Beam 
Aviation)



Theme

Connecting 
the Region

The future of the Pittsburgh 
region relies on knitting together 
regional communities, amenities 
and people. Job centers within 
Pittsburgh rely on access to 
workers and workforce from 
across the region.

How will we ensure workers 
(and goods) can access 
opportunities inside and outside 
the city in a growing city and 
region?
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Theme

Connecting 
the Region
Should we, how and where 
can we intercept and/or 
move commuters with:

• Park and ride facilities

• Managed lanes (HOV, 
transit, EV, AV only, etc.)

• Preserve corridors for 
commuter or freight rail

• Landing areas for 
passenger aerial drones 
(e.g. Uber Elevate)

• Docks and connections for 
high speed water ferries

• Other?



Theme

Connecting 
the Dots

With 150,000 more residents 
and thousands of new jobs, 
new centers will emerge (or 
re-emerge). We will need to 
improve non-driving options 
to get to and between these 
economic centers and 
destinations.

What connections are 
needed today and 
tomorrow? How can we best 
increase opportunity and 
meet our goals? 



Theme

Connecting 
the Dots

How can we better connect the 
centers we have today, and the 
new emerging centers of 
tomorrow? How should we 
prioritize our network for:

• Dedicated transit lanes

• Increased bike+ network

• Water taxis

• Freight routes

• Restored inclines or gondolas

• More trails; restored steps

• Taxis, carpool, and HOV
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Theme

Connecting the
Dots
What We Have Heard

• Convert Fort Duquesne Boulevard 
to a non-motorized corridor 

• Maglev from Almono to Oakland
• Urban Gondola Transit

• Mount Washington to the North 
Shore

• South Side – Hazelwood – Glen 
Hazel – Oakland – Hill District –
Polish Hill – Strip District

• Re-establish connection from the 
West End to East Busway 

• Ferry from North Side to Downtown

“Flying” Water Taxi (courtesy AP)

Gondola (courtesy JJ Hall) 

Maglev (courtesy 
monorails.com) 

Amphibious Buses (courtesy 
Anglia Press Agency) 

Ferries (courtesy NYC Ferry)

Personal Rapid Transit 
(courtesy Ultra PRT)

Flying Taxis(courtesy Honeywell)



Theme

Connecting 
Neighborhood
s
Some neighborhoods come 
together into larger districts or 
strings of centers with many 
destinations within them.

Where are these neighborhood 
clusters/districts and what are 
their needs? 
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Theme

Connecting 
Neighborhood
sHow can we best provide 
circulation, access and 
deliveries within these 
neighborhood clusters?

• Circulator bus or streetcar
• Micromobility lanes and 

shared mobility as a service
• Mobility hubs
• “Freight villages” and electric 

local delivery services
• Other?



Theme

Managing the 
Street
As our city changes, our 
streets will change as well. 
New populations and new 
mobility create new 
opportunities to reshape and 
reprioritize our streets.

What should we think about in 
terms of street design and 
street operation (sidewalks, 
trees, traffic calming, etc.)?

What policies will we need to 
prepare to accommodate the 
future?



Theme

Managing the 
Street

• Complete Streets and 
accommodation for all users

• Accessible sidewalks!
• Street trees and lighting
• Public art and furnishings
• Reduced vehicle space, 

increased person space
• Real time data collection and 

sharing
• Flexible curbside management
• Urban freight delivery 



Theme

Managing 
Change

We are only at the beginning of 
change. The next 50 years will 
bring still more changes we 
have only just begun to 
anticipate. What do we need to 
do to prepare for these 
changes?



2070 Mobility Vision



PITTSBURGH MOBILITY PRINCIPLES

1. No one dies or is seriously injured traveling on city streets 
(streets and intersections are intuitive to use, even by an adolescent child).

2. Every resident can access fresh fruits and vegetables within 20 
minutes travel of home (without requiring a private vehicle).

3. All trips less than 1 mile are easy and enjoyable to achieve by 
non-vehicle travel.

4. No household must spend more than 45% of income on 
housing + transportation + energy (for any income quintile).

5. Our streets reflect the values and pride of our city.





WE WANT YOUR INPUT

There are two options for how to participate in live polling during 

the presentation:

• Send a text message to the number 22333 with the text 

“PGHMOBILITY101”

OR

• Visit pollev.com/pghmobility101 on your smartphone web 

browser
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