THE UNITED STATES CONFERENCE OF MAYORS

1620 EYE STREET NORTHWEST
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20006
TELEPHONE (202) 293-7330

FAX (202) 293-2352
URL: www.usmayors.org

March 20, 2020

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi The Honorable Mitch McConnell
Speaker Majority Leader

United States House of Representatives United States Senate

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Republican Leader Democratic Leader

United States House of Representatives United States Senate

Dear Speaker Pelosi, Leader McConnell, Leader McCarthy, and Leader Schumer:
RE: $250 Billion Request for Direct Emergency Assistance to Cities

On behalf of The United States Conference of Mayors and the over 1,400 cities we represent, we write to thank you
for passing the “Coronavirus Preparedness & Response Supplemental Appropriations Act” and moving forward the
“Families First Coronavirus Response Act.” Both of these important legislative packages - along with President
Trump’s National Emergency Declaration - will provide critical resources and administrative flexibilities to address
the public health and economic crisis facing our nation as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Cities are the front lines, immediately addressing this crisis and taking actions to protect public health and ensure
public safety while continuing to provide core services to our citizens. But as you know, we are at the beginning of
this pandemic, and further action must be taken to address the public health and economic impacts of this disaster.

Cities are the economic engines of the nation and home to the workers who make those engines run. The result of
the growing pandemic is that most of these engines, which account for 91 percent of U.S. Gross Domestic Product
and wage income, have slowed, and many have stopped. Reliable economic forecasters are reporting that the
nation will experience economic contraction during 2020, with income and consumer sales down significantly in
real terms. This means that cities will suffer significant revenue loss at the same time their expenditures are
increasing in response to the crisis - clearly an untenable situation. It is critical that we have the fiscal capacity to
respond to the crisis now and preserve the integrity of our cities as a foundation for future recovery.

As the spread of COVID-19 continues and demand for our services increases, cities will also experience significant
declines in revenues in areas such as tourism and visitor-related hotel and lodging taxes; sales, use and general
excise taxes; personal and corporate income taxes; and revenue from utility enterprise accounts, among others.
Cities could be hit with additional pension liabilities due to market volatility while, at the same time, having to
shoulder the cost of responding to the crisis. Lost revenue from economic contraction will put pressure on the
ability to deliver basic services - including police, fire, water, and sewer - or aid business sectors that serve as the
foundation of our metro economies.

Without significant federal assistance, we soon will be faced with having to make decisions that could include laying
off employees, cutting budgets, and reducing or eliminating critically needed services.



The White House has stated that its “All of America” approach will be “locally executed” and “federally supported.”
To that end, we respectfully request that $250 billion in flexible, emergency fiscal assistance be
allocated directly to cities by formula as quickly as possible. This will empower the nation’s mayors to
immediately take the bold actions necessary to protect the American public from both the pandemic and the
subsequent economic fallout.

Direct fiscal assistance to cities will ensure that mayors can continue to provide vital public services (including
public safety, water, sewer, solid waste, and municipal electricity) and that local governments are not forced to
make cuts that further exacerbate the economic impact of this crisis. This funding will support those most critically
impacted by the crisis - financially vulnerable residents, small businesses on the margins, and community-based
organizations - and will protect public health, human services and the economy in this extraordinary time.
Examples of how this funding would be used include:

e Covering all additional necessary costs incurred by cities, including overtime, sick time, other employee
compensation, telecommuting equipment, collections forgiveness, default from other industries on
payment obligations, gutted sales tax distributions, and other impacts yet to be fully known or understood;

® Supporting personnel costs for increased infectious disease capacity within public health departments,
including public health nurses and hourly workers;

® Procuring personal protective equipment (PPE) such as devices for respiratory protection, disposable
gowns, gloves, and eye protection;

e Funding dedicated to COVID-19 response units to decrease potential exposure of local personnel to COVID-

19 and to decrease the burn rate of PPE;

Establishing a moratorium on evictions or, at the least, funding eviction prevention;

Provision of rental assistance for affordable housing and current workers;

Offering direct cash assistance to small businesses;

Preventing housing instability and homelessness for at-risk residents at a time when shelter-in-place orders

are in effect;

® Addressing food insecurity;

® Removing restrictions on the use and documentation requirements for Emergency Shelter Grants and
HPRP;

® Providing tax relief for workers and debt relief for all with mortgages, student loans, and small business
loans;

e Providing funding to transit systems to cover lost farebox revenues and to our nation’s airports, which are
the backbone of our aviation and tourism industry;

® Covering payroll for school administrators and staff during closures, and compensating public universities
for refunded fees and other expenses incurred;

® Providing support to child care operations which have been negatively impacted during this time and which
filla critical need in the economy;

® Providing substance abuse and mental health resource support services;

e Funding local workforce development boards to immediately assist job seekers and quickly connect them
with reemployment;

e Providing funding to schools and libraries to assist residents without in-home broadband to file for
unemployment insurance benefits and complete homework;

® Supporting the local arts, recreation and sports, and tourism sectors, including museums, local arts and
sports organizations, and venues, to keep them operational; and

® Many other critical activities.
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As part of our $250 billion supplemental request, we also urge Congress and the Administration to provide
the flexible, dynamic, direct financial assistance needed through existing funding mechanisms, including:

HUD Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program with Enhanced Flexibility;
HUD Community Development Block Grant - Disaster Relief (CDBG-DR);
HHS CDC Public Health Emergency Preparedness Grants (DIRECT ALLOCATION TO CITIES);
HHS Community Services Block Grant (CSBG);
HUD Continuum of Care (CoC), Section 8, Public Housing, HOPWA, and Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG)
Programs;
e SBAEconomic Injury Disaster Loans at ZERO INTEREST for the borrower and forgivable if the employer
retains its employees;
State Opioid Response Grants;
Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG), Head Start and Early Head Start; and
e EPA State Revolving Fund Loan Programs for Clean Water and Drinking Water.

Mayors will use newly appropriated funds to prevent further economic losses and provide security for our residents
who lose jobs or wages and those who lack access to sick leave, stable shelter, or affordable childcare. We must
ensure that no American is put in a situation in which they cannot afford their rent or mortgage, medication, food or
other basic necessities because of a lapse in wages due to COVID-19.

How governments at all levels respond to a viral health threat never before encountered in modern history will
determine the severity of its damage to American lives and livelihoods. The nation’s leaders at all levels must do all
in their power to protect the health of all people and restore the economic vitality on which they all depend. At this
point in our battle with COVID-19, we rely on your leadership to help equip city leaders with the weapons we must
have to defeat the deadly threat we face.

Thank you for your leadership during this time of national crisis, and please feel free to reach out to our CEO
and Executive Director Tom Cochran at 202-744-9110 / tcochran@usmayors.org or Chief of Staff Ed Somers at
202-744-9223 / esomers@usmayors.org to discuss this priority request.

Sincerely,
o8
) ) ﬁg &,
Bryan K. Barnett Greg Fischer Nan Whaley
Mayor of Rochester Hills, Ml Mayor of Louisville, KY Mayor of Dayton, OH
President Vice President Second Vice President
5 7 - y ,
@W (%7/%/ %@:ég@% Fua coclina
Steve Benjamin Elizabeth B. Kautz Tom Cochran
Mayor of Columbia, SC Mayor of Burnsville, MN CEO and Executive Director
Past President Past President
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Dan Horrigan
Mayor of Akron, OH

Marilyn Ashcraft
Mayor of Alameda, CA

Kathy Sheehan
Mayor of Albany, NY

Tim Keller
Mayor of Albuquerque, NM

Justin Wilson
Mayor of Alexandria, VA

Harry Sidhu
Mayor of Anaheim, CA

Ethan Berkowitz
Mayor of Anchorage, AK

Jeff Williams
Mayor of Arlington, TX

Keisha Bottoms
Mayor of Atlanta, GA

Nancy Backus
Mayor of Auburn, WA

Hardie Davis
Mayor of Augusta, GA

Mike Coffman
Mayor of Aurora, CO

Steve Adler
Mayor of Austin, TX

Kenn Weise
Mayor of Avondale, AZ

Bernard 'Jack' Young
Mayor of Baltimore, MD

Sharon Broome
Mayor of Baton Rouge, LA

James 'Jimmy' Davis
Mayor of Bayonne, NJ

Becky Ames
Mayor of Beaumont, TX

Denny Doyle
Mayor of Beaverton, OR

Jesse Arreguin
Mayor of Berkeley, CA

Robert Donchez
Mayor of Bethlehem, PA

Michael Cahill
Mayor of Beverly, MA

John Mirisch
Mayor of Beverly Hills, CA

Bill Cole
Mayor of Billings, MT

Richard David
Mayor of Binghamton, NY

Randall Woodfin
Mayor of Birmingham, AL

Michael Venezia
Mayor of Bloomfield, NJ

John Hamilton
Mayor of Bloomington, IN

Scott Singer
Mayor of Boca Raton, FL

Lauren McLean
Mayor of Boise, ID

Martin Walsh
Mayor of Boston, MA

Cynthia Andrus
Mayor of Bozeman, MT

John Ducey
Mayor of Brick Township, NJ

Joe Ganim
Mayor of Bridgeport, CT

John Ernst
Mayor of Brookhaven, GA

Trey Mendez
Mayor of Brownsville, TX

Byron Brown
Mayor of Buffalo, NY

Miro Weinberger
Mayor of Burlington, VT
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Alicia Weintraub
Mayor of Calabasas, CA

James Brainard
Mayor of Carmel, IN

Lydia Lavelle
Mayor of Carrboro, NC

Craig McFarland
Mayor of Casa Grande, AZ

Elise Partin
Mayor of Cayce, SC

Rob Green
Mayor of Cedar Falls, IA

Brad Hart
Mayor of Cedar Rapids, 1A

James Diossa
Mayor of Central Falls, RI

Deborah Feinen
Mayor of Champaign, IL

Kevin Hartke
Mayor of Chandler, AZ

Pam Hemminger
Mayor of Chapel Hill, NC

John Tecklenburg
Mayor of Charleston, SC

Andy Berke
Mayor of Chattanooga, TN

Lori Lightfoot
Mayor of Chicago, IL

Mary Salas
Mayor of Chula Vista, CA

John Cranley
Mayor of Cincinnati, OH

Joe Pitts
Mayor of Clarksville, TN

Patrick Wojahn
Mayor of College Park, MD

John Suthers

Mayor of Colorado Springs, CO



Andrew Ginther
Mayor of Columbus, OH

Benjamin Huseman
Mayor of Commerce City, CO

Tim McGallian
Mayor of Concord, CA

Joe McComb
Mayor of Corpus Christi, TX

Katrina Foley
Mayor of Costa Mesa, CA

Meghan Sahli-Wells
Mayor of Culver City, CA

Eric Johnson
Mayor of Dallas, TX

Lori Lewellen
Mayor of Dania Beach, FL

Judith 'Judy' Paul
Mayor of Davie, FL

Derrick Henry
Mayor of Daytona Beach, FL

Bruno 'Ralphy' Lozano
Mayor of Del Rio, TX

Chris Watts
Mayor of Denton, TX

Michael Hancock
Mayor of Denver, CO

T.M. 'Frank' Cownie
Mayor of Des Moines, IA

Mike Duggan
Mayor of Detroit, Ml

Juan Carlos Bermudez
Mayor of Doral, FL

David Haubert
Mayor of Dublin, CA

Chris Groomes
Mayor of Dublin, OH

Roy Buol
Mayor of Dubuque, 1A

Emily Larson
Mayor of Duluth, MN

Julie Bujalski
Mayor of Dunedin, FL

Jason Cilento
Mayor of Dunellen, NJ

Steve Schewel
Mayor of Durham, NC

Brad Cohen
Mayor of East Brunswick
Township, NJ

Marcia Leclerc
Mayor of East Hartford, CT

James Hovland
Mayor of Edina, MN

Dee Margo
Mayor of El Paso, TX

J. Christian Bollwage
Mayor of Elizabeth, NJ

Frank Whitfield
Mayor of Elyria, OH

Catherine Blakespear
Mayor of Encinitas, CA

Joe Schember
Mayor of Erie, PA

Kirsten Gaill
Mayor of Euclid, OH

Lucy Vinis
Mayor of Eugene, OR

Stephen Hagerty
Mayor of Evanston, IL

Carlo DeMairia
Mayor of Everett, MA

Cassie Franklin
Mayor of Everett, WA

Elizabeth Carr-Hurst
Mayor of Fairburn, GA

Steve Miller
Mayor of Fairfield, OH
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Karin Wilson
Mayor of Fairhope, AL

Tim Mahoney
Mayor of Fargo, ND

Lioneld Jordan
Mayor of Fayetteville, AR

Christina Muryn
Mayor of Findlay, OH

Sarah Aquino
Mayor of Folsom, CA

Acquanetta Warren
Mayor of Fontana, CA

Betsy Price
Mayor of Fort Worth, TX

Thomas 'Tom' Henry
Mayor of Fort Wayne, IN

Yvonne Spicer
Mayor of Framingham, MA

William May
Mayor of Frankfort, KY

Phillip 'Phil" Kramer
Mayor of Franklin Township, NJ

Lily Mei
Mayor of Fremont, CA

Lee Brand
Mayor of Fresno, CA

Paige Brown
Mayor of Gallatin, TN

Jerome Prince
Mayor of Gary, IN

Jerry Weiers
Mayor of Glendale, AZ

Linda Jackson
Mayor of Glendale Heights, IL

Shep Harris
Mayor of Golden Valley, MN

Rosalynn Bliss
Mayor of Grand Rapids, Ml



Eric Genrich
Mayor of Green Bay, WI

Shane Bemis
Mayor of Gresham, OR

Billy Hewes
Mayor of Gulfport, MS

Kristina Kovarik
Mayor of Gurnee, IL

Rodney Craig
Mayor of Hanover Park, IL

Luke Bronin
Mayor of Hartford, CT

Debra March
Mayor of Henderson, NV

Nancy Rotering
Mayor of Highland Park, IL

William 'Bill' McLeod
Mayor of Hoffman Estates, IL

Alex Morse
Mayor of Holyoke, MA

Kirk Caldwell
Mayor of Honolulu, HI

Sylvester Turner
Mayor of Houston, TX

Steve Williams
Mayor of Huntington, WV

Serge Dedina
Mayor of Imperial Beach, CA

Eileen Weir
Mayor of Independence, MO

Mary Lou Pauly
Mayor of Issaquah, WA

Scott Conger
Mayor of Jackson, TN

Salvatore 'Sal' "Panto
Mayor of Jr.", Easton

Anthony Kelly
Mayor of Jurupa Valley, CA

David Anderson
Mayor of Kalamazoo, Ml

Quinton Lucas
Mayor of Kansas City, MO

Alberto Santos
Mayor of Kearny, NJ

Neil Bradshaw
Mayor of Ketchum, 1D

Don Patterson
Mayor of Kettering, OH

Indya Kincannon
Mayor of Knoxville, TN

Tim Kabat
Mayor of La Crosse, WI

Jason Cole
Mayor of La Vergne, TN

Douglas Anderson
Mayor of Lakeville, MN

Todd Rogers
Mayor of Lakewood, CA

Meghan George
Mayor of Lakewood, OH

Andy Schor
Mayor of Lansing, Ml

Kenneth Miyagishima
Mayor of Las Cruces, NM

Carolyn Goodman
Mayor of Las Vegas, NV

Hazelle Rogers
Mayor of Lauderdale Lakes, FL

Daniel Rivera
Mayor of Lawrence, MA

Bill Baird
Mayor of Lee's Summit, MO

Linda Gorton
Mayor of Lexington, KY

David Berger
Mayor of Lima, OH
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Leirion Gaylor Baird
Mayor of Lincoln, NE

Frank Scott
Mayor of Little Rock, AR

Jenelle Osborne
Mayor of Lompoc, CA

Robert Garcia
Mayor of Long Beach, CA

Eric Garcetti
Mayor of Los Angeles, CA

Thomas McGee
Mayor of Lynn, MA

Robert Reichert
Mayor of Macon, GA

Satya Rhodes-Conway
Mayor of Madison, WI

Joyce Craig
Mayor of Manchester, NH

Julie Maas-Kusske
Mayor of Maple Plain, MN

Kathy Catazaro-Perry
Mayor of Massillon, OH

Paul Brodeur
Mayor of Melrose, MA

Mike Murphy
Mayor of Merced, CA

John Giles
Mayor of Mesa, AZ

Francis Suarez
Mayor of Miami, FL

Oliver Gilbert
Mayor of Miami Gardens, FL

Thomas 'Tom' Barrett
Mayor of Milwaukee, WI

Jacob Frey
Mayor of Minneapolis, MN

Brad Wiersum
Mayor of Minnetonka, MN



Yolanda Ford
Mayor of Missouri City, TX

Margaret Abe-Koga
Mayor of Mountain View, CA

Steve Gawron
Mayor of Muskegon, Ml

Jill Techel
Mayor of Napa, CA

Jim Donchess
Mayor of Nashua, NH

Jon Mitchell
Mayor of New Bedford, MA

LaToya Cantrell
Mayor of New Orleans, LA

Noam Bramson
Mayor of New Rochelle, NY

Bill de Blasio
Mayor of New York, NY

Alan Nagy
Mayor of Newark, CA

Ras Baraka
Mayor of Newark, NJ

Will O'Neill
Mayor of Newport Beach, CA

McKinley Price
Mayor of Newport News, VA

Ruthanne Fuller
Mayor of Newton, MA

Robert Restaino
Mayor of Niagara Falls, NY

Kenneth Alexander
Mayor of Norfolk, VA

Chris Koos
Mayor of Normal, IL

Rhonda Pownell
Mayor of Northfield, MN

Harry Rilling
Mayor of Norwalk, CT

Libby Schaaf
Mayor of Oakland, CA

David Holt
Mayor of Oklahoma City, OK

Cheryl Selby
Mayor of Olympia, WA

Chris Barnett
Mayor of Orion Township, Ml

Buddy Dyer
Mayor of Orlando, FL

Bill Partington
Mayor of Ormond Beach, FL

Geoff Kors
Mayor of Palm Springs, CA

Adrian Fine
Mayor of Palo Alto, CA

Christine Hunschofsky
Mayor of Parkland, FL

Timothy DeGeeter
Mayor of Parma, OH

Ashira Mohammed
Mayor of Pembroke Park, FL

Frank Ortis
Mayor of Pembroke Pines, FL

Grover Robinson
Mayor of Pensacola, FL

Teresa Barrett
Mayor of Petaluma, CA

Jim Kenney
Mayor of Philadelphia, PA

Kate Gallego
Mayor of Phoenix, AZ

Brian Wahler
Mayor of Piscataway, NJ

William Peduto
Mayor of Pittsburgh, PA

Adrian Mapp
Mayor of Plainfield, NJ
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Harry LaRosiliere
Mayor of Plano, TX

Jerry Thorne
Mayor of Pleasanton, CA

Paul M. Kanitra
Mayor of Point Pleasant Beach,
NJ

Rex Hardin
Mayor of Pompano Beach, FL

Gregory Oravec
Mayor of Port St. Lucie, FL

Kate Snyder
Mayor of Portland, ME

Ted Wheeler
Mayor of Portland, OR

Jorge Elorza
Mayor of Providence, RI

Glenn Johnson
Mayor of Pullman, WA

Mary-Ann Baldwin
Mayor of Raleigh, NC

David Sander
Mayor of Rancho Cordova, CA

Angela Birney
Mayor of Redmond, WA

Hillary Schieve
Mayor of Reno, NV

Brian Arrigo
Mayor of Revere, MA

Maria Regan Gonzalez
Mayor of Richfield, MN

Thomas Butt
Mayor of Richmond, CA

Levar Stoney
Mayor of Richmond, VA

Kim Norton
Mayor of Rochester, MN

Lovely Warren
Mayor of Rochester, NY



Thomas McNamara
Mayor of Rockford, IL

Bridget Newton
Mayor of Rockville, MD

Jacqueline lzzo
Mayor of Rome, NY

Tammy Dana-Bashian
Mayor of Rowlett, TX

Darrell Steinberg
Mayor of Sacramento, CA

Kimberly Driscoll
Mayor of Salem, MA

Jacob Day
Mayor of Salisbury, MD

Erin Mendenhall
Mayor of Salt Lake City, UT

Ron Nirenberg
Mayor of San Antonio, TX

Kevin Faulconer
Mayor of San Diego, CA

London Breed
Mayor of San Francisco, CA

Jason Pu
Mayor of San Gabriel, CA

Sam Liccardo
Mayor of San Jose, CA

Pauline Cutter
Mayor of San Leandro, CA

Miguel Pulido
Mayor of Santa Ana, CA

Justin Cummings
Mayor of Santa Cruz, CA

Alan Webber
Mayor of Santa Fe, NM

Kevin McKeown
Mayor of Santa Monica, CA

Tom Schwedhelm
Mayor of Santa Rosa, CA

Tom Dailly
Mayor of Schaumburg, IL

Gary McCarthy
Mayor of Schenectady, NY

Paige Cognetti
Mayor of Scranton, PA

Jenny Durkan
Mayor of Seattle, WA

Jason Ashmore
Mayor of Sesser, IL

Michael Vandersteen
Mayor of Sheboygan, WI

Adrian Perkins
Mayor of Shreveport, LA

Jeffrey Slavin
Mayor of Somerset, MD

Joseph Curtatone
Mayor of Somerville, MA

William 'Bill' Edwards
Mayor of South Fulton, GA

Nadine Woodward
Mayor of Spokane, WA

James Langfelder
Mayor of Springfield, IL

Domenic Sarno
Mayor of Springfield, MA

Lyda Krewson
Mayor of St. Louis, MO

Melvin Carter
Mayor of St. Paul, MN

Rick Kriseman
Mayor of St. Petersburg, FL

Michael Taylor
Mayor of Sterling Heights, Ml

Will Joyce
Mayor of Stillwater, OK

Michael Tubbs
Mayor of Stockton, CA
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Joe Zimmerman
Mayor of Sugar Land, TX

Lori Wilson
Mayor of Suisun City, CA

Joseph McElveen
Mayor of Sumter, SC

Michael Ryan
Mayor of Sunrise, FL

Victoria Woodards
Mayor of Tacoma, WA

John Dailey
Mayor of Tallahassee, FL

Michelle Gomez
Mayor of Tamarac, FL

Jane Castor
Mayor of Tampa, FL

Mark Mitchell
Mayor of Tempe, AZ

Jason Snider
Mayor of Tigard, OR

Michelle De La Isla
Mayor of Topeka, KS

Robert Rickman
Mayor of Tracy, CA

Ethan Baker
Mayor of Troy, Ml

Regina Romero
Mayor of Tucson, AZ

Allan Ekberg
Mayor of Tukwila, WA

Amy Bublak
Mayor of Turlock, CA

Carol Dutra-Vernaci
Mayor of Union City, CA

Vince Williams
Mayor of Union City, GA

Anne McEnerny-Ogle
Mayor of Vancouver, WA



Muriel Bowser William Wild Zachary Vruwink

Mayor of Washington, DC Mayor of Westland, Ml Mayor of Wisconsin Rapids, WI
Shari Cantor Daniel Stermer Jamael Brown

Mayor of West Hartford, CT Mayor of Weston, FL Mayor of Youngstown, OH
Keith James Thomas Roach Douglas Nicholls

Mayor of West Palm Beach, FL Mayor of White Plains, NY Mayor of Yuma, AZ
Christopher Cabaldon Michael Purzycki

Mayor of West Sacramento, CA Mayor of Wilmington, DE

William Reichelt James Joines

Mayor of West Springfield, MA Mayor of Winston-Salem, NC

cc: All Members of the United States House of Representatives and the United States Senate
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